
Supplementary Information for 

Disentangling the causes of the European year without a 

summer 1816 

Andrew P. Schurer1*, Gabriele C. Hegerl1, Jürg Luterbacher2, Stefan Broennimann3, Tim 

Cowan1,4, Simon Tett1, Davide Zanchettin5, Claudia Timmreck6  

1 School of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh, UK;  2 Justus Liebig University Giessen, Giessen, Germany; 3 

University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland; 4 University of Southern Queensland, Toowoomba, Australia ; 5 

University of Venice, Venice, Italy; 6 Max Planck Institute for Meteorology, Hamburg, Germany. 

 

This supplementary information file contains: 

 A comparison of the observational datasets used in the main article with 

alternative datasets. 

 Details of the volcanic forcing used in each model experiment. 

 Results for the individual models showing the sensitivity of the results shown in 

the main article to model and forcing. 

 Further information about the HadCM3 simulation showing results from a wider 

geographical area than that shown in the main article. 

 Root mean square values used to select the analogues shown in the main article. 

 Spatial plots showing the patterns associated with the wettest summers. 

 Spatial epoch analysis showing the response of temperature and precipitation in 

observations to other volcanic eruptions. 

 Sensitivity studies showing the sensitivity to the choice of fitting the data with a 

Gaussian distribution. 

  



 

Supplementary figure 1 – Comparison of different datasets for surface air temperature, 

precipitation and sea level pressure for Central Europe Summer (JJA). 1816 is marked by 

the grey vertical line – and the ranking for the climate of this year is given in the legend. The 

dashed lines in (a) are second-order polynomials fits which are used to de-trend the raw 

observations in (b). Data are from Casty et al.1, Anchukaitis et al.2 , Luterbacher et al.3 ,  

Franke et al.4 (reanalysis EKF400_v1), Pauling et al.5, Kuettel et al.6, Luterbacher et al.7. 

 



 

Supplementary figure 2 – Comparison of spatial anomaly patterns for summer 1816 from 

different datasets. (a) Kuettel et al.6 (b & c) Casty et al.1, purple dots show location of 

instrumental locations (e-f) Observed value at instrumental locations used in Casty et al.1 (g-

i) from Franke et al.4 (reanalysis EKF400-v1), (j-l) from Franke et al.4 (reanalysis EKF400-

v1.1), (m) Luterbacher et al.7, (n) Luterbacher et al.3,  (o) Pauling et al.5. For each variable all 

spatial reconstructions share common data so are not independent, except (n) which only 

uses proxy data so is independent of the other temperature datasets which rely on 

instrumental observations. Box shows the region for which means are calculated in Fig S1. 

 



 

Supplementary figure 3 – Aerosol optical depth used in the model experiments given as 

the zonal mean of four latitudinal bands. Note that the HadCM3 simulations start in 

December 1814 and start from a control simulation and therefore do not include the 1809 

eruption. 



 

Supplementary figure 4 – Central summer climate in 1816 for different model 

experiments. Similar figure to Fig. 3 but for (a) MPI-ESM1.2 piControl simulation, (b) 

HadCM3 piControl simulation, where the large blue circles are the mean of the first 27 and 

34 analogues respectively. (c) MPI-ESM1.2 simulations using weak Tambora forcing, (d) MPI-

ESM1.2 simulations using medium Tambora forcing, (e) MPI-ESM1.2 simulations using 

strong Tambora forcing, (f) HadCM3 (g) CESM (from the Last Millennium Ensemble8). The 

large green circle are the mean of all years. Blue circles are analogues which pass the criteria 

used to select the 2 analogues in figure 3c. Colour of smaller circles dependent on closeness 

of observations and simulations to observed SLP pattern determined by RMSE. Black star and 

black dashed lines – actual observed values in the summer of 1816. Distributions on x and y-

axis show observation/model spread where the black distribution in all panels shows 

observation spread, green shading shows the spread of results in each panel. 



 

 

 

Supplementary figure 5 – HadCM3 ensemble mean for summer of 1816 for models which 

include the Tambora eruption. Results show the mean of 50 ensemble members. The arrows 

in the lower panel indicate surface wind direction and strength. Anomalies are calculated 

relative to the mean of the piControl simulation. 

 

 



 

Supplementary Figure 6 – RMSE error for control simulations (red) and forced simulations 

with Tambora (blue) from (a) HadCM3, (b) MPI-ESM1.2. Horizontal bar shows the mean and 

5-95% range of the distribution. 

  



Supplementary figure 7 – Spatial anomaly patterns of wet years with Central European 

precipitation defined as those exceeding that observed in summer 1816. (a-c) Mean 

patterns for all wet years in observations. (d-f) All wet years in HadCM3 control simulations.  

(g-i) All wet years in MPI-ESM1.2 control simulations.  (j-l) All wet years in HadCM3 

simulations with Tambora.  (g-i) All wet years in MPI-ESM1.2 simulations with Tambora. The 

key region is identified as the box in the left panels (latitude 45° to 55°N; longitude 5°W to 

20°E), and this is the region which the SLP return times is calculated over.  

 



 

Supplementary figure 8.  Epoch analysis of summer temperature after tropical eruptions. 

Panels show mean temperature anomalies following volcanic eruptions relative to 

proceeding 5 years. The methodology is that of ref 9, with timings of eruptions taken from 

this publication. The figure highlights the sensitivity to the number of eruptions chosen which 

explains the discrepancy between the large post-volcanic cooling shown in ref 9 (which is 

identical to panels a and b) and the blue dots in our Fig. 1, which display only a slight cooling 

and use the eruptions shown in panels e and f.  As in ref 7 data is taken from Luterbacher et 

al.10. 

 



 

Supplementary figure 9.  Epoch analysis of summer precipitation after tropical eruptions. 

Panels show mean precipitation anomalies following volcanic eruptions relative to 

proceeding 5 years. The methodology is that of ref 9, with timings of eruptions taken from 

this publication.  As in ref 7 data is taken from Pauling et al.5. 

 

  



 

Supplementary figure 10 – Distributions fitted to the piControl data for the two models used. 

Three distributions: normal (which is used in the main paper), gamma and skew-normal are shown. 

The p-value of the fit, given by a Kolmogorov–Smirnov test, is given for each distribution in the top 

right corner, smaller values indicate a worse fit. No distribution can be rejected with any great 

confidence.  

  



 

Supplementary figure 11 –Return values calculated using three different distributions to fit the 

model data.  The results using the normal distribution are those shown in figure 4 and table 1. 

 

  



References 

1. Casty, C., Raible, C. C., Stocker, T. F., Wanner, H. & Luterbacher, J. A European pattern 
climatology 1766–2000. Clim. Dyn. 29, 791–805 (2007). 

2. Anchukaitis, K. J. et al. Last millennium Northern Hemisphere summer temperatures from 
tree rings: Part II, spatially resolved reconstructions. Quat. Sci. Rev. 163, 1–22 (2017). 

3. Luterbacher, J. et al. European summer temperatures since Roman times. Environ. Res. Lett. 
11, 024001 (2016). 

4. Franke, J., Brönnimann, S., Bhend, J. & Brugnara, Y. A monthly global paleo-reanalysis of the 
atmosphere from 1600 to 2005 for studying past climatic variations. Sci. Data 4, 170076 
(2017). 

5. Pauling, A., Luterbacher, J., Casty, C. & Wanner, H. Five hundred years of gridded high-
resolution precipitation reconstructions over Europe and the connection to large-scale 
circulation. Clim. Dyn. 26, 387–405 (2006). 

6. Küttel, M. et al. The importance of ship log data: reconstructing North Atlantic, European and 
Mediterranean sea level pressure fields back to 1750. Clim. Dyn. 34, 1115–1128 (2010). 

7. Luterbacher, J. et al. Reconstruction of sea level pressure fields over the Eastern North 
Atlantic and Europe back to 1500. Clim. Dyn. 18, 545–561 (2002). 

8. Otto-Bliesner, B. L. et al. Climate Variability and Change since 850 CE: An Ensemble Approach 
with the Community Earth System Model. Bull. Am. Meteorol. Soc. 97, 735–754 (2016). 

9. Fischer, E. M. et al. European climate response to tropical volcanic eruptions over the last half 
millennium. (2007). doi:10.1029/2006GL027992 

10. Luterbacher, J., Dietrich, D., Xoplaki, E., Grosjean, M. & Wanner, H. European seasonal and 
annual temperature variability, trends, and extremes since 1500. Science 303, 1499–1503 
(2004). 


