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that "lead to a sort of 'agreement' about what 
is to be done - in the sense that what each per­
son does meets the expectations of the others on 
whom he or she depends" (Storper/Salais I997: 
I6). Such conventions are directly connected to 
the issue of uncertainty: "Conventions emerge 
both as responses and as definitions of uncer­
tainty" (ibid.). Ozgecan Kos;ak (2003) starts 
from the problem of uncertainty in her analy­
sis of valuation processes in exchange markets. 
Finally, Kieran Healy (I999) frames his work on 
the organization of blood supply as the "man­
agement of uncertainty." 

My critical remarks are in no way intended 
to question the significance of the findings dis­
cussed by Ventresca and Levin. I only question 
the authors' theoretical assertion that the work 
on categorization would demonstrate the "lim­
its of the uncertainty paradigm" (p.2). To the 
contrary: it demonstrates the centrality of this 
paradigm for economic sociology. 
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