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Abstract

We prove weighted-L*>° and pointwise space-time decay estimates for weak solutions of a class of
wave equations with time-independent potentials and subject to initial data, both of low regularity,
satisfying given decay bounds at infinity. The rate of their decay depends on the asymptotic
behaviour of the potential and of the data. The technique is robust enough to treat also more
regular solutions and provides decay estimates for arbitrary derivatives, provided the potential and
the data have sufficient regularity, but it is restricted to potentials of bounded strength (such that
—A — |V| has no negative eigenvalues).

I. INTRODUCTION

We study a class of wave equations of the form
Ou + Vu = 0*u — Au+ V(z)u =0 (1)

where u := u(t,z) : R x R®> — R and V() is a real potential which does not depend on
time. We are interested in weak solutions to the initial value problem

u(0,2) = f(z),  Ju(0,x) = g(x) (2)
with data (f, g) of low regularity satisfying either some weighted-L> or pointwise bounds.

We prove a decay estimate in two versions: in stronger, we show a pointwise decay

C
(L[t + 2D+ [t =[]~

lu(t, )| < V(t,z) e Ry x R? (3)

with some p > 2 provided the potential V' and the initial data f, Vf, g are continuous and
satisfy pointwise bounds

Vo
Vie) < —20 _ k>2 4
V@ < s (1)
with [Vo| < O + (the value of €, will be specified later) and
Fal € e i< e s R ms s ()
(1 + [a])m= (1 + [z])m (1+ [a])m

In the weaker version, all pointwise bounds need to hold only almost everywhere and so we
prove a weighted-L> space-time decay estimate

1L+ [t + 2@+ [t = J2 )P ult, 2) ]| o, ey < 00 (6)
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with some p > 2 provided
Vo= [+ DV ey < Cop <00, k>2 (7)
(the value of C, j will be specified later) and

Jo =10+ flleos) < oo, fi= 1+ ]-)"VflLems) < oo,
go = [[(L+1]-)"g|lpeomsy < o0, m > 3. (8)

For both kinds of initial data, u € L _(R'™) represents a weak solution of the wave

equation (I]) in the following sense: for any test function p € C®(R'*3)

/ dt / &z (O + V)o(t, 2) ult,z) = - / @ 0p(0,2) f(z) + / P o(0,7) gla).  (9)

The initial data f,Vf and g have just sufficient spatial decay to have finite energy
and we show by functional analytic methods (sec. [V]) that this energy stays finite during
the evolution what guarantees uniqueness of the weak solutions. It follows that the first
derivatives dyu, Vu € L* C L}, and hence exist in the weak sense. The second derivatives
exist only as distributions, although u = —Vu € L* C L. Therefore, we work in a
subset of the energy space.

There is, in principle, no essential problem with rising the regularity of the solution u
provided f,g and V are more regular and their derivatives have proper decay at infinity.
Indeed, for (f,g) € C""(R3) x C"(R3) and V € C"(R3) the solution u € C"(Rrrg) and for
n > 2 it becomes classical. In a separate section (sec. [VIl) we demonstrate robustness of our
technique and show how to obtain estimates for derivatives, provided more assumptions on
the initial data and the potential are given. We also easily reproduce the result of Strauss
and Tsutaya @] in the case n = 2.

The technique of proving these estimates relies essentially on the Duhamel integral rep-
resentation formula for solutions of the free wave equation with a source and non-vanishing
initial data. In order for the Duhamel formula to be applicable we need that the functions
f,Vf and g are Lebesgue integrable over all or almost all spheres in R3. Therefore, we
first choose continuous data and potential, which guarantee the integrability over spheres
everywhere. Next, we switch to less regular L*-spaces where we have integrability over
spheres only almost everywhere what, with some additional work regarding the measures of
(null) space and space-time subsets, is still sufficient to complete the proof. It seems to be
difficult to further generalize the decay theorem by weakening the assumptions and still use
the same technique of proof based on the Duhamel representation.

Our motivation for proving these estimates comes mainly from the analysis of nonlinear
wave equations, where decay proofs rely on the corresponding results for the linearized
equations. We have been also inspired by several nonrigorous approaches to the problem
of long-time decay and by numerical observations which consistently show that initial data
of compact support (or of enough rapid decay) in presence of a potential V(z) ~ |z|7*
(Jz| > 1) evolve to late-time tails of the form wu(t,z) ~ t=* for big ¢ and fixed x. This has
been first explained by Ching et al. @, ] who approximated the Green’s function or later by
Hod M] who used some series expansion, while both arguments were non-rigorous. Strauss
and Tsutaya gave in [1] a rigorous proof of the decay estimate for classical solutions, i.e.
which are twice continuously differentiable, using the Duhamel representation formula. We
found the regularity conditions not crucial for controlling the decay of the solution itself and



dropped the differentiability conditions for both the data and the potential, thus extending
the technique to weak solutions. By a careful analysis of well-posedness and uniqueness of
solutions in the weighted L space, involving proofs of measurability and local integrability
combined with functional analytic approach to uniqueness, we were able to prove the same
decay estimates (without or with control of the derivatives) and energy conservation for
rough solutions. This setting covers various cases of cut-off potentials or cut-off initial data
often discussed in the context of specific approximations or in numerical calculations which
were not covered by the existing literature.

Strategy of proof

We introduce the following notation for solutions of the wave equations. Let Iy be a
linear map from the space of initial data to the space of solutions of the wave equation
[@-@), so that u = I/ (f, g). For wave equations with a source term and null initial data

Ou+ Vu = F, u(0,z) =0, Owu(0,x) =0, (10)

let’s denote the solutions by u = Ly (F), where Ly is a linear map from the space of source
functions to the space of solutions to the above problem. Due to linearity, the solution u
of a wave equation with source F' and non-vanishing initial data f, g is a sum of these two
contributions

u=Ly(F)+Iv(f,9). (11)

The method we use for proving decay of solutions in presence of a potential is to treat the
potential term as a source term. If we put the term Vu in () on the r.h.s

Ou = —Vu, (12)
we get a pseudo-free wave equation with a source term F' = —Vu. Hence, the solution must
satisfy

where the difficulty is that u appears on both sides. By introducing a weighted space-time
norm ||y || (either standard or essential supremum), with some weight (¢, z) (to be specified
later), we are able to bound the terms containing u on both sides of the previous equation
in such a way that

[Ixull < 6(V)lIxull + C(f, 9). (14)
Then if §(V') < 1 we arrive at
cf9) _ &
Ixull < o) c(f,9,V). (15)

In the case of pointwise bounds the ||x - || norm is a standard weighted supremum norm,
which implies a pointwise decay estimate

ut, 2)) < S0 V) (16)

x(t, )]

In the case of L™ norms, this inequality holds almost everywhere.



The condition §(V') < 1 presents a bound on the strength of the potential [V| and is
a necessary assumption restricting the theorem. Although such a bound is not expected
for non-negative potentials' the reason for the restriction of |V| is that the technique of
proof does not distinguish between negative and positive potentials. Therefore, everything
what can be proved, must hold for negative potentials of the given strength |[V|. Yet,
negative potentials may have bound states (i.e. eigenfunctions of —A + V') which may grow
exponentially in time, thus destroying the decay. Hence, the condition |V (z)| < Vi /(x)* with
k > 2 and V; small enough must in fact avoid bound states. Indeed, this can be observed
here, at least for spherically symmetric potentials where several bounds on the number of
bound states are well-known [6, Th. XIIL.9], e.g. the Bargmann’s bound

Vo
(k—1)(k—2)

zvg[fﬂvvwws (17)

or the Calogero’s bound

Vel [Ty < 200 (18

We get N = 0if N < 1, ie. if Vo < (k—1)(k —2) or Vy < T(k — 2)%. The bound, which
appears in our proofs Vo < C- ]1, although far from optimal, guarantees these conditions.
We make an effort to estimate the numerical value of the constant C),j since in some
applications the potential appears with a given value of 1 which is not (arbitrarily) small,
e.g. waves propagating in the Schwarzschild geometry give rise to an effective potential.
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II. MAIN RESULTS

Definitions

We denote by R, := (0,00) and its closure by R, := [0, 00). Analogously, we denote by
R =R, x R® and by R, := R, x R3,

We denote by S(z,t) a sphere in R with the center x and radius ¢, i.e. S(z,t) := {y €
R? : |y — x| = t}, and by K(x,t) a (past-)cone in RI™ with the center at point (¢, ), i.e.
K(z,t) == {(s,y) € RI®: |y — x| = t—s}. The corresponding Lebesgue measures on S(z,t)

! There still does not exist an analogous decay theorem, there is only strong numerical evidence. In da]

some weaker decay is proved for arbitrarily strong positive potentials.



and K (r,t) we denote by do(y) with y € S(z,t) and dk(s,y) with (s,y) € Rx R*N K (x,1),
respectively.
We introduce a frequently used short hand

(x) =14 |z|. (19)

We remind that the space L>°(R™) consists of Lebesgue measurable functions on R™ having
finite L* norm which is defined as

|h|| L := ess-sup |h(z)| = inf{M : |h(z)| < M a.e. on R"}. (20)
TER™

Here a.e. on R™ means almost everywhere on R" in the sense that it does not hold at most
on a set of measure zero in R™ with the standard Lebesgue measure on R". For bounded
functions h(x) and H (t,x) we will use the notation

[Pllo := sup [A(z)]  and  |[Hllw:= sup [H(t )] (21)

R3 w1+3
IS (t,x)eR

identical in both cases if it does not lead to confusion (otherwise we will use the symbol sup
explicitly). We define weighted-L> spaces for measurable functions defined on space (R?)

or space-time (Efrg)

he Ly < |hllee = [[()"h]Lom@s) < oo, (22)

Hely, & [[Hlx, = [+ = |2 HE 2) | oy ooy <000 (23)

The content of the last definition is that H(¢,z) decays like 1/t" along the lightcone and
like 1/t? or 1/|z|" at timelike or spatial infinity, respectively. We will mainly consider spaces
L5, We define some constants used throughout the article

6= 1/2(p—2), (24)
M max [0 @ . ax [ o
= (2(29—2)’4)’ G (p—1’5)’ (25)
Crn := max(CV, C1?)) = max (ﬁ, 5) : (26)
3 60!
g = I max(2/(p — 1), 3). (27)

Theorems

First, existence and uniqueness of weak solutions is proved together with conservation
of the energy. The theorem provides also L?~bounds on Vu(t) and dyu(t) which are not
contained in the following decay theorems (because the derivatives there are considered only
to exist in the distributional sense) and implies that in fact the first derivatives exist in the
weak sense.



Theorem 1 (Existence and uniqueness). With the assumptions of either Theorem [2d or
the (weak) solution u of the wave equation (1)-(@) is unique, belongs to CO(Ry, H") N
CYRy, L?) and gives rise to a conserved energy
Elu(t)] == (Vu(t), Vu(t)) + (u(t), Vu(t)) + (Owu(t), du(t))
= E[u(0)] =(VL, V) + (£, V) +{g.9)

Moreover, Vu(t),yu(t) € L? for all t € R, what implies that the first derivatives exist in a
weak sense, i.e. Vu(t),Owu(t) € L,,, for allt € R,.

(28)

ZIOC

The case when additionally V' > 0 is somewhat simpler to treat and Thoe ﬂﬂ] has given a
complete spectral theory including explicit representation of the evolution operator in action
on the generalized eigenfunctions. It provides conservation of energy, but it does not seem
to be of a big advantage when proving decay estimates of the type we are interested in.

It is important to note that for continuous potentials there is no need of using such
sophisticated tools like functional analysis for proving uniqueness of classical solutions. In
this case the standard energy inequality is sufficient. Indeed, note first that V' € C? is enough
to guarantee the regularity of classical solutions u € C? and by differentiation of the free
energy Eo(t) := ||Vul|32 + [|4]|7. with respect to time one obtains easily

dEo(t)
dt

what implies Fyo(t) < Ey(0) exp(2Vpt). This, together with the bound ||u(t)||z2 < [[w(0)]|z2 +
fot |a(t')]| 2 dt’, gives bounds on (u(t),u(t)) € H' x L* in terms of the initial data. By the
density argument these bounds remain true in case V,u € C° (with weak derivatives and finite
energy initial data), what guarantees uniqueness of solutions in C°(R,, H') N C'(R,, L?).
Unfortunately, this technique cannot be extended to the case of weighted L spaces, because
C™ are not dense in L™.

We state the results regarding the continuous pointwise and weighted-L> estimates sep-
arately. The first theorem contains a pointwise estimate for weak solutions which are only
continuous and presents a generalization of the theorem of Strauss et al. ﬂ] for classical
solutions (twice continuously differentiable).

Theorem 2a (Decay in C°). Let (f,g) € CH(R?) x CO(R?) and V € C°(R3). If for some
k> 2

V(z)|] < — Vr € R® with Vo < C’p_’; < 00 (30)

and for some m > 3

fo

(o

h

o lg(2)| < -2 Vo € R® (31)

(@)™’
—1+3

then the wave equation (1) with the initial data () has a unique weak solution u € C°(R,")
which satisfies

[f(2)] <

: IVf(z)| <

C —1+3
T (#2)

u(t, )] <

with p := min(k,m — 1) and

Co(fo+ f1 + 90)_

C:= 1= C, Vs

(33)



The condition |f(z)| < fo/{x)™ ! can be replaced by a weaker |f(z)] — 0 as |z| — oc.
The pointwise estimate follows then from integration of |V f(x)| < fi/{x)™ from infinity to
x along the radial direction. Therefore, it holds fy < f1/(m2™).

The second theorem generalizes the estimate further to weak solutions which belong only
to a weighted- L>° space. This seems to be the widest space compatible with the assumptions
of spatial decay of the initial data and the potential.

Theorem 2b (Decay in L5S,). If for some k > 2
Vo = |[Vlle < C, ), < 00, (34)
and for some m > 3
Jo=1Flleg, <00 fi=IIVfle <00 go:= gl < o0 (35)
then the wave equation () with the initial data (3) has a unique weak solution which satisfies
[ull g, < C, (36)

with p := min(k,m — 1) and
o Ci(fo + f1 + 90)

1-CoiVo (37)
Note that the estimates of Theorem [2al or
C C(t _
lu(t,z)| < < ®) a.e. forr € R®, Vtec R, (38)

(t+ |2} = f=[)p=t = (z)r

for p > 2 and some C(t) < oo for all t € Ry imply u(t) € L? for all ¢ > 0.
Then, in a straightforward way we can prove the following, useful for further applications,

Corollary 1 (Decay in presence of a source). Let the initial data satisfy
form e, <00, fi=Vfls <00, go=llglus <00 (39)
with m > 3, the potential satisfy
Vo = IVllLe < Cpjp < 00 (40)
with k > 2 and the source F' € LY, satisfy for some ¢ > 2 and 1 <1 < ¢
Fy = H(:c>qFHL§oT < 0. (41)
Then there exists a weak solution u(t, x) of the wave equation with potential and source terms
Ou+ Vu=F, u(0,z) = f(z), Ju(0, ) = g(x) (42)
and nitial data u(0,z) = f(z), Ou(0,x) = g(x) which satisfies

L < 1=,V :

(43)

for p:=min(k,m —1,7).
If additionally (f,g) € CH{R3)NCO(R?), V € C°(R3) and F € CO(@iJFS) then u € CO(@T‘%)
and the same estimates hold pointwise?®.

2 i.e. everywhere, instead of almost everywhere.



Corollary 2 (Decay of derivatives). The weak solution of the wave equation () with the
initial data (3) satisfies

u, |Vul, |V?u|, Opu, 0fu € LY (44)

with p := min(k, m — 1) provided
LIVELIN LIV fLL 9,1Vl VPl € Ly, m >3 (45)
VIVVIVV]e L, k>2 and |V]ix <C,; <oo. (46)

If additionally (f,g) € C3(R?*)NC*(R3) and V € C*(R?) then u € CQ(ﬁTg) and the estimates
hold pointwise?.

Here, we have introduced notation |V"h| := Z‘zl ..... ap—1 |Oay--0a, h|. This is the same result
(in the u € C* case) which was obtained by Strauss and Tsutaya in @]

III. BASIC ESTIMATES

The first lemma estimates an integral appearing in the Duhamel representation formula
containing initial data. It was proved in somewhat different form by many authors HIL , @},
but here we prove only a simplified version, which is needed for our goals. Actually, this
estimate can be still improved by one power of (t — |z|), what better applies to long range
initial data, which are not of our main interest.

Lemma 1. Fort >0, p > 2 and

1 do(y)
I .=— 47
AT S5y (Y)P 47
it holds ;
I <c¢p————. (48)
" |l (t — |o])p2
Moreover, for p > 2
(1)
1
ATt Sy ()P T (C+ [zt — ||
and for p > 3
1 d )
. / U(y_z < p . (50)
ATt? S (U)? {t+ [z])(t —z|)

The next lemma estimates an integral appearing in the representation formula containing
a source term. We follow the proof of Georgiev et al. E] Similar calculation has been done
by Strauss et al. in @] and earlier by John ﬂg]

Lemma 2. Fort >0, x € R? and

1 dr(s,y)

AT S (= 5) ()2 + [yl) (s — [yl
forq>2and g > p>1 it holds

I:

(51)

vaq
1< T mnt — e (52




Next, we prove the general representation formula for distributional and weak solutions.

Lemma 3. For any distributions f,g € D'(R3) and F € D'(R"3) supported on Erri% the
formula

o(t — |z —yl)
R3 4t

o(t,a) = fdy+ [ 2=l =D g8y

R3 47Tt
ot —s—|z—yl)

+ ds/ d? F(s,

/R R3 Y Am(t — s) (5,)

defines a distribution v € D'(R'3) supported on Errg which satisfies the wave equation

Ov = F, v(0,2) = f(x), 0w(0,z) = g(x) (54)

(53)

in the weak sense, i.e. for any test function ¢ € C5°(R'™3)
/dt/d?’x Op(t,x) v(t,z) = — /d?’:c Ovp(0, ) f(x) + /d?’:c (0, 2) g(x)

! /Rdt / &’z ¢(t,x) F(t,2). (55)

If f, g, F are ordinary functions (i.e. reqular distributions) or in L} and v € L}, is defined

almost everywhere in @fg by the Duhamel’s formula

ot z) = 9W) 4o R y—2) Vi + )
(t,2) / y (v) + / ( )

" i / o) 2

1 F(s,
L (s,y)
47 K(z,t) t—s

(56)

then v is a weak solution, in the sense specified above, of the wave equation (57)).

The following lemma, an estimate for solutions to the free wave equation with prescribed
initial data, has been proved by Strauss et al. @] for classical solutions, i.e. for (f,g) €

C3(R?) x C?(R?) leading to u € C2(@i+3). We weaken the assumptions to (f, g) € C}(R?) x
C°(R?) and obtain u € Co(ﬁrrg).

Lemma 4a. Let the data (f,g) € C*(R?) x C°(R?) and satisfy
Jo fi 9o

()ym=t’ () ()

for some m > 3. Then there exists a unique weak solution v(t,z) = Iy(f,g) of the free wave
equation

Vr € R? (57)

[f(z)] < [V f(2)] <

l9(z)] <

Cv =0, v(0,z) = f(x), Ow(0,x) = g(x). (58)

L , : =143 .
Moreover, it is continuous in (t,x) € R~ and satisfies

C(f.9) =143
e YR (59

where C(f,g) .= Cn - (90 + f1+ fo)-

o(t, )| <




As next, we further weaken the assumptions to Vf,g € L and f € L° |, ie. to
weighted L>°(R?) spaces.

Lemma 4b. Let the data (f,g) € LSS, X Ly with m > 3 satisfy
0:=Ifllez_, <00, fi:=IVFlg <00,  go:=llgllLg < oo (60)

Then there ezists a unique weak solution v(t,x) = Io(f,g) of the free wave equation

Ov=0,  v(0,z)=f(z), Ow(0,z)=g(x) (61)

which satisfies
[v]lLge, , < C(f,9) == Cn (90 + f1 + fo). (62)
The following lemma, an estimate for solutions to the wave equation with source, has been

proved by Strauss et al. [1] and Asakura [§] for classical solutions, i.e. for F € Cz(@frg)

leading to u € CQ(RT?’). We weaken the assumption to F € CO(ET:}) and obtain u €
CO(R,").

Lemma 5a. Let the source F € CO(@??’) and satisfy for some g >2 and 1 <p <gq

F(] —1+3

S ==l GO I (63)

Then there ezists a weak solution v(t,x) = Lo(F') of the free wave equation with source

Ov = F, (64)

and null initial data v(0,x) = 0, dv(0,z) = 0. Moreover, it is continuous in (t,z) € @Tg
and satisfies
Cp qFO =143
: V(t,z) e R, 65
et BT R )

o(t, 2)| <

As next, we weaken the assumption to F' € (x)"9L3°, i.e. a weighted L™ (Efrg) space.

1p>
Lemma 5b. Let the source F' satisfy for some ¢ > 2 and 1 < p < ¢
Fy = [[{2)TF |15 < o0. (66)
Then there ezists a weak solution v(t,x) = Lo(F') of the free wave equation with source
Ov = F, (67)
and null initial data v(0,x) = 0, w(0,x) = 0. Moreover, it satisfies

0]z, < CpgFo- (68)

10



IV. EXISTENCE AND UNIQUENESS IN THE ENERGY SPACE

For the free wave equation with V' = 0 it is well known that the homogeneous Sobolev
spaces H*(R?) x H*"'(R®) have the property that the evolution operator W (t) generating
the solution (u(t), du(t)) = W(t)(f,g) of the free wave equation is unitary and the norm
defines a naturally conserved energy

E[u(t)] = |lull3. + 10w (69)
with the case s = 1 of our special interest
EMMO]::/QVM2+MMﬁ)f$. (70)

This is no more true in presence of the potential V. Yet, if the potential satisfies some
weakness conditions we show that there exist perturbed homogeneous Sobolev spaces
H#(R?) x H*~'(R?) in which the evolution is unitary.

We start from the observation that initial data (f, g) satisfying the decay bounds () or
[B8) of Theorem Ral or 2D respectively,

Jo fi < 9o
Ot <gim o b@l<Hn mes@
holding either everywhere or almost everywhere in R3, belong to the following spaces: X :=
H' x L? (the free energy space), X; := H' x L? and Xp := H® x H*~! (defined below) with
s =1, which we will call the (true) energy space for the problem at hand. In the following
we will prove that if the potential satisfies the bound (BQ) or (34]) of Theorem 2al or 2D
respectively,

()] <

IV f(x)

V@) <= k>2 (72)

again everywhere or almost everywhere in R?, then there always exists a unique solution
(u,u) € C(Ry, Xyp),C(Ry, Xy) or C(Ry, Xg) of the wave equation ([l) for any initial data
(f,9) € Xo, X1 or Xg, respectively, but only in the true energy space Xp the evolution is
unitary and the corresponding energy conserved when V' # 0.

In dimension n = 3 the bounds (71l) and (72) imply

f,.VfgelL? and Ve L (73)
Moreover, from ([2) with & > 2 follows

Vi) < 00 < Vo

<
(L4 fa])? = [

(74)
and with (), being the standard scalar product in L?, we have for any h € H*

2
Vi) =| [vein@res] < v B0 <a; [1wnpes = woonig @)

|z

by Hardy’s inequality for n = 3. For any h € L? we have

ith|—‘/‘ (z)]2d3x

11

< [Vllz 2]z < Vo 2122 (76)




For the classical solutions u € C*(R 1+3) we know that the energy, defined by
Elu(t)] := / (IVul® + [Oul® + V]ul|?) d*z, (77)
is conserved in evolution, what can be proved by differentiation with respect to time. This

technique does not work for weak solutions, for which the derivatives exist only as distribu-
tions. For our rough data (f,g) we have from ({70

B = | [ (VFP + I + VIIE) o] < 1971 + Lol + VoIS < 0. (79

This energy is positive definite for potentials which are weak enough® and satisfy V; <
what follows from (78] and

1
47

IVAIZ + (V) 2 IVFIL: - 4Vo/|Vf|2d3x = (1= 4W)[IVfIlz> > 0. (79)

In this section we will show that there is a unique evolution in the space of solutions with
finite energy.

First, consider A := —A +V defined on C°(R?). For V € L>* N L?, what is guaranteed
by (72), the operator A is essentially self-adjoint on C5°(R?) and has a unique self-adjoint
extension (which we denote for simplicity again by A) to D(A) = D(—-A)={f € L*: Af €
L2} = H? (see e.g. [10, Th. X.15]).

For f € H? we can partially integrate and find as in (79) that

(AN = (£, =AH + (V) = IVl + (£, V) = (1= 4V) [V fIl7> > 0. (80)

Moreover, we have, again by Hardy’s inequality,

| f

(L Af) = IVl + (F,V ) > /|v V()] da

_;E___ 2 13 |f |2 3
> [ [ |x\2] b >5/ EE

where 6 := 1 — Vj > 0. Then, (f, Af) = 0 implies [ || 2 d’z = 0 and hence |f(z)] = 0
(a.e. on R®). This shows that A is positive definite. Then, according to [11], A has a unique
positive definite self-adjoint square root B := AY? with D(B) = {f € L? : Bf € L*} D
D(A). In spirit of the spectral theorem we can define positive self-adjoint A*/? for any s > 0.

We recall that the homogeneous H® and inhomogeneous H*® Sobolev spaces are defined
as completions of C§® w.r.t the norms

(81)

i = 1(=A)hllz and A

freo= Y MRl = Y I(=2)"2h]Z.,  (82)
k=0 k=0

respectively, and have the property HNH* = H*. In order to use the standard construction
of a unitary evolution given by the self-adjoint generator A we define perturbed homogeneous

3 It is also positive for all V(x) > 0, but here we are interested only in bounds of the form (72))
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H* and inhomogeneous H* Sobolev spaces as completions of Cg° w.r.t the norms (in case A
is positive but not positive definite || - ||,;. are only seminorms)

fe= D Al = Y 1A% 2. (83)
k=0 k=0

7l = ARz and  ||A|

s are norms and H*

for s € N. In our situation A is positive definite, so || - |
and H* are (complete) Banach spaces.
Now we relate H! to energy. Consider any f € C5°(R3) for that we can partially integrate

||f“$—(1 = <A1/2f7 A1/2f> = <f7 Af>

The last expression defines what we will call “partial energy” norm (its norm properties
are inherited from || - ||z1). If we define the “partial energy” space Yz by completion of
Ce°(R?) w.r.t. this norm then the spaces Yz and H! are identical, because both are defined
as completions of C;°(R?) w.r.t. to the norms which coincide* on the whole C3°(R?). Hence,
Yr = H' (see also [12] for similar considerations). '

We can now define the energy space® as Xp := Yi x L? = H! x L? or equivalently as a
completion of C3°(R?) w.r.t. the norm

g and || - |

(84)

I D%, = IV T2 + (£ V) + gl = 1 F15 + llgll7=. (85)
Xpg is a Hilbert space with the scalar product
<(f1>gl)|(f2’g2)>XE = <A1/2flaA1/2f2> + <glag2>> (.fmgz) € Hl X L2’ (86)

what follows from the fact that every Banach space H* can be made to a Hilbert space
equipped with the scalar product

<.’ '>7—'ts e <A3/2.’A3/2.>L2. (87)

We enhance the facts that A and B are self-adjoint on L* with the domains D(A) = H* C L?
and D(B) = H' C L?, respectively, by the observation that B defined on H' is self-adjoint
with D, (B) = H' N'H? C H .

For more flexibility in the applications we also relate the homogeneous and inhomogeneous
Sobolev spaces. For s = (0 we trivially have H® = H°. From (78) and (79) it follows

0 < (1 =4V VA[[Z: < [IVAIL: + (h, Vh) < (1+4V)|[ VA, (88)

4 More precisely, the completions are defined by Cauchy sequences in C§°(R?) w.r.t. the given norms. Since

both norms are equal on C5°(R?), the Cauchy sequences w.r.t. to the two norms are identical.
5 We choose Cartesian products instead of direct sums in order to avoid confusion with norms. A direct

sum of Banach spaces induces a norm and a direct sum of Hilbert spaces induces an inner product, which
in turn induces a norm, but these two norms are different. Since we treat the same spaces as Banach
and Hilbert we use rather Cartesian products and specify the norms explicitly every time we define a new

space.

13



what means that there exist constants Cy, Cy > 0 such that Cy||hll ;7 < ||hllvy < Collb| g1,
hence the norms in H' and Yr are equivalent and H' = YEr as sets. Since Yy = H! we
have H' = H' as sets with equivalent norms. The same is also true for the inhomogeneous
spaces, namely H' = H! as sets with equivalent norms. ‘

Furthermore, since ||V A2 < Vo|[h||r2 we have on the one hand that h € L* N H? implies
|AR|| 2 < || = Ahl|r2 + Vo||hl|2 < oo and hence h € H?. On the other hand, h € L* N'H?
implies || — Ahl|zz < ||AR||r2 + Vo||h||z2 < oo and hence h € H?. That gives H? = H?.

Now, we are ready to formulate and prove global existence, uniqueness and energy con-
servation for solutions of the wave equation in the energy space Xg.

Theorem 1’. Assume the potential V' satisfies the bound (79) with Vi < i.

a) For all initial data (f,g) € H*x L? there exists a unique weak solutionu € CO(R., H')N
CYHR,, L?) of the wave equation (). Moreover, the energy defined by the norm in Xg is
constant in time

(u(®), du(t) 1,

(Vu(t), Vu(t)) + (u(t), Vu(t)) + (Gru(t), Oru(t))
(VENVH + LV +(9.9).
b) Initial data (f,g) € H' x L? or H' x L? give rise to a unique solution u € CO(R,, H')N

CY(R,,L?) or C°(Ry, H') N CY(Ry, L?), respectively, but the corresponding norms are not
conserved in evolution.

(89)

Proof. a) In order to prove existence of a unique (weak) solution in Xp = H' x L? we take
advantage of the functional analysis in Hilbert spaces. We show that the evolution in Xg
is generated by a self-adjoint operator M and use the famous theorem of Stone to show
that there exists a unique strongly continuous group of unitary operators W (t) defining the
evolution of u. Unitarity of W () guarantees conservation of the norm in X, which represents
the energy of u(t).

First, we write the wave equation () as

d2
—pu= Au= (-A+V(z))u. (90)

A with D(A) = H? is self-adjoint on the Hilbert space Z := L? and positive definite when
the bound (72) is satisfied with Vy < 1 (cf. [@d)). Its unique positive definite square root
B := A% is self-adjoint with Dz(B) = H' C Z on the same Hilbert space Z = L?. On the
Hilbert space Y := H' with the scalar product (-,-)y := (B-, B-) the operator B is again
self-adjoint with Dy (B) = H'NH?> C Y.

Next, the wave equation (@0) can be written as a system of first order differential
equations in time on Xz = Dz(B) x Z = H' x L* with ((f1,q1),(f2,92))x,,
<f17 f2>Z + <Bf17 Bf2>Z + <glu 92>Z

d

: f
ZU() = —iMU(),  U(©) = (g ) (91)

with

Ut) = (Zgg) € Xyy and  Mi=i ( o (1]) . (92)



M generates a strongly continuous semigroup Wyz(t) on Xz, which solves the above ini-
tial value problem, but M is not self-adjoint on Xz, (not even symmetric) and hence
Wyz(t) is not unitary on Xz,. Therefore, we consider now a completion Xy of X, in the
norm [|(f1, 91)l%,, = IBAlZ + lo1llZ = [f1ll5 + [l9:1]]Z equipped with the scalar product
(f1,91), (f2, 92)) xy, := (Bf1,Bf2)z + (91.92)z = ([1. fo)y + (91, 92) 7. It turns out that
Xyz =Y x Z = H! x L* = Xg. Then the closure of M with D(M) = D(A) x Dy(B) =
H? x H! is self-adjoint on X (see 13, Lem.7.7] for a general proof or ﬂ] for the case V> 0
treated more explicitly) and generates a strongly continuous unitary group W (t) on Xg
given by the unique extension of

cos(tB) B~ 'sin(tB) ) (93)

W(t) = ( —Bsin(tB) cos(tB)

to X (see also [10, sec. X.13] or [14, sec. 6.2] for similar considerations). Such W (¢) defines
a strongly continuous evolution in Xg

Ut) = W(EU(0) = W(#) ( / ) . (94)

Thus, we have U = (u, %) € CO(R, H' x L?) or, in other words, u € C°(R,, H')NC (R, L?).
From the unitarity of W (t) we get ||U(¢)||x, = ||U(0)| x, what expressed in u(t) reads

lu@)l7 + @72 = 1110 + lglza- (95)

Since the above norm in H' x L? is equal to the energy norm || - 1%, we get the energy
conservation (89).

b) Conservation of energy in Xp implies that the solution also belongs to the free energy
space Xg = H' x L?

Eqlu(t)] = [Vu(®)[|Z2 + |0u®)]7: < CLE[u(t)] = C1E[u(0)] < oo (96)

with C} := (1 —4V,)~* > 1 what follows from ([T3) and Vy < § (for V' > 0 the same holds
with C; = 1). Moreover, by (73,

Eolu(t)] < CLEu(0)] < C2Ep[u(0)]. (97)
Summarizing this, there is a continuous (but not unitary) evolution (f,g) € H' x L? —

(u(t), u(t)) € H' x L? for all t > 0. _
In case when additionally f € L? we get u(t) € L? for all t € R, because

Ju(®)||z2 = u(0)+/0 Opu(t’)dt’
<+ [ VER@W < 1l + VEROT t <0 ¥t >0

and a continuous evolution (f,g) € H' x L* — (u(t), du(t)) € H' x L? for all t > 0. O

t
<17l + [ ow(e)] et
- ) (98)
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Theorem [

Proof. In (IZ3)-(78) we have shown that the assumptions of Theorem 2al or Rhlimply finiteness
of the energy of initial data E[u(0)] < oo. Since by (&3

1153 + llgllZ2 = E[u(0)] < oo, (99)

we have (f, g) € H' x L?. The condition V; < C’;,i implies Vy < § for any p > 1,k > 2. So

we can apply Theorem [la) and obtain a unique solution u € CO(R,, H') NC*(R,, L?) with
conserved energy

Elu(®)] = [I(u(t), du®) X, = (VL V) + £,V ) + {9, 9) = E[u(0)]. (100)

Since the assumptions of Theorem 2al or RH imply also (f, g) € H* x L? we have by Theorem
Mb) that u € C°(R,, HY) N CY(R,, L?).

This gives u(t), Vu(t), du(t) € L? for all t € R, what implies u(t), Vu(t), du(t) € Li,
for all t € R,, i.e. existence of the first derivatives in the weak sense, because for any

compact set Q C R3 and h = u(t), Vu(t) or dyu(t) Holder’s inequality gives

1/2 1/2
Jindns ([ran) (i) <u@ e <. oy

The last step is to show that such constructed u € C°(Ry, H') N C*(R,, L?) really solves
the equation (). Indeed, it solves the equation in the distributional sense (see NE, Th. 3.2]

for a more detailed discussion). Since additionally u € L{ _ it solves (I]) in the weak sense

@. 0

V. PROOFS OF THE ESTIMATES
Lemma 1]

Proof. For t > 0 we have

1 do(y) 1 t2do(w) t2 do(w)
[ = — - R S R S
17 Jsy F0uD) ~ dn /sm Fe+tw])  dn /5@ yFlerwy 102

Using the fact that |w| = 1 and introducing the angle 6 between = and w we get
|z + tw]? = |z|* + |w|* + 2t(zw) = |z|* + * + 2t|x| cos O (103)
hence in polar coordinates (6, ¢)

t2 ™ 2m
I =— df sin 6 / do
4 0

™ Jo

1
f(/]x] + 2 + 2t|z] cos 0)

(104)

t2 +1 1
= _/ dX ’
2 )0 T f(/]x2+ 2+ 2tzy)
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where we substituted y := cosf. Now, changing variables \? := |z|?> + > + 2t|z|y and

AdA = t|z|dy we get

r—ﬁ/ﬂm At [T aa
el HELFON) 20 Sy FO)

2
Next, choosing f(\) = (2)? = (1 4+ A)? and p > 2 we have

t [ Xax
20z] Sy AP

This simple integral can be evaluated exactly for p —2 > 0 and then estimated

t 1 1 p—2 e
= 2z (p—2) (L+A)p—2 {1 - m} 2|
ot 1 1
S 2] L=+ =l (p—2) (1 + [t +[al])P2
. 1 B 1 }
=D+ [t + [z]])>~! g (p— D+ |t — |=|[)~"
.t .
= 2(p = 2)[x| (¢ = [z)r?

It gives the estimate ([{8]) with ¢, := 1/2(p — 2).

We proceed further in two ways: for ¢ > 2, on the one hand we have from (I07)

1 do(y) p
i < —.
At Js@a (y)? — lzl{t = |z[)e

and the other hand, taking the supremum out of the integral, we find

1 do(y) - 1 1 / do(y) 1 A4rt? t
— < — | sup — oly) = — = :
At Jo@n W9 T At \y—al= (1) ) s dmt (t — |z|)e (¢t — |x[)4

Combining both inequalities (I08), (I09) for ¢ = p > 2 we get

1 do(y) 1 _ <20p t )
— < — min , 5 |-
At Js@y ()P~ (= [z])? 20z (t = =)

By little algebra it can be shown that

2 1
D 9D o o xt a2
2[z| = (¢ + |xf) 4
t 4 for |o) <t ¢>1
~ or Tl =~ -, =
(€ —[af)* = (+ [af) 4
oo for |o|< t<1
~ or Tl =~ -, ~
¢ —lz)? = {+ =) 4
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(109)
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(111)
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Therefore, for p > 2

1 do(y) C';(,l)
il < —
Art Jswy )P~ (E+ |zt — |z])P

9 9
1) . _
01(7 ) = max (9 Cp,4, Z) = Imax (m, 4) .

Now, combining inequalities (I0R)), (I09) for g =p — 1 > 2 we get

1 / do(y) - 1 - <2cp_1 1 )
— < i : :
Amt? S ()Pt T (= [z)r 20|t (¢ = |z)?

By some more algebra it can be shown that

where

1 2¢,_ _
for—§m§2and|x|,t21: Cpl_ Oy ;
27t 20l = (¢ = | {t + |2)
ol el _1 1 5
for — >2or — < —: < ;
t t =2 (t = lz)> = (& = [a])(t +|z))
1 5)
for |z|,t <2:

=Tl = G =+ )

So we have

. <2cp_1’ 1 2) < max(6 cp_1,5,5)‘
2]alt” (t — |z]) {t = |a]) (t + |z])

So we finally get for p > 3

1 / do(y) - C';(,Z)
Amt? Jg@py ()P~ T ()t — |z[)P2
where 3
C’I(,Z) := max(6 ¢,_1,5) = max (j’ 5) .
p
Lemma 2]

For completeness we cite the proof after Georgiev et al. ﬂa]

(114)

(115)

(116)

(117)
(118)

(119)

(120)

(121)

(122)

Proof. For t > 0 and the continuous integrand in I we use a version of Fubini’s theorem and
split the integration over the cone K(x,t) into integrations over time and over spheres

1 t 1
B /sw_s) W) S s + s = el
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For integration over the spheres S(z,t — s) we use lemma [l and obtain

/ t— s+|m| A
ds/
2z It |:c|| )2(s + A)(s — )Pt

g t— s+|:c| 1
2|x\/ s/| |m|| 1+>\)q—1(1+s+A)(1+\s—A|)P—1

(124)

One can estimate the integrand for ¢ > p

1 3a-1 1 1
<
T TS (T ) e (RSN ((1 SR P T G A)q—l)
(125)
because for 0 < s < 2 it is smaller than the first term and for s > 2\ smaller than the
second one (see [3] or [1] for more details). Now, changing variables o := A+s and 8 := A\—s,
we get for ¢ > 2

3a-1 t+|x| d +oo 1 1
I< e / dp _ -
2|z] Jymjay (T4 )P J_ (1+[8]) <1+ m;g\)

371 9a-1 4|z d
< (1+21 Q)/ —

(126)

The last integral can be estimated either by taking supremum of the integrand or by inte-
grating it explicitly

1 [t da { (1+ |t — ||))~P~ 1 { (t — |z~
< _

=] Jopy e = L@ = Dl 1+ [t~ [l = a1 | (20— D))
(127)
It can be easily shown that
1 2 —1
<UD o>t 2e] > 1 (128)
2plz| = (t+ |zf)
1 3
< for 2lz| <t t>1 (129)
(@ — [y = (¢ + |z])
1 3
< for ¢, ]z| <1 (130)
(@ — =) = ¢+ |z])
and hence 5 N 3
< max( /(p_ )7 _)1. (131>
{t + |]){t — |])?
Finally, we obtain
C
1< P (132)
(t + [z}t — |z])»~!
with
3 69t
g = 5((]—2) max(2/(p—1),3) O
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Lemma B

Proof. For any distributions f,g € D'(R?) and F € D'(R'™3) with support on Efrg the
representation formula (B3] can be written as

//d/s/“dg o o Ao
s [ d St‘fs)‘y 0(s)F (5,9)

—a |l o+ [Pl stggn| 6.

't

W LEEIE

* 9(-t)F} (t,z)
_ {w F [0 (0) F () + 6(-)g(2) + 9<-t>F]] (t,2),
(133)

i.e. a sum of R"3-convolutions of distributions 6(¢)f(x),d(t)g(x),0(t)F(t,x) € D'(R™3)
with §(t — |z|)/(4nt) € D'(R'™?), all supported on Rf?). The formula defines again a

distribution v € D/(R'*3) [16] supported on @Tg. In order to show that v solves weakly the
wave equation (B4)), i.e. v satisfies (55)), we transform the Lh.s. of (55]) for any test function
p € Ce(RM)

/ dt / & o(t, 2) Op(t ) =
= [a [ {M 0+ 8009C2) + 000 ]| (1.0) D)
= [ar [ a0l ) 4 s6oata + 000 () ot
= [ar [ ea |0 (T D) s +atat) + 06 t0) eteo

(134)

where we have first used the definition of differentiation of distributions (corresponding to
partial integration) and then the theorem on differentiation of convolutions ﬂﬁ] Now, with
the well-known distributional identity

O (5@4—77”!9:0) = §(t)d(x), (135)
we arrive at
/ dt / &z o(t z) Op(t, 7) =
= / dt / B [6'(8) f(x) + 5(t)g(x) + 0()F(t,x)] @(t, ) (136)
= —/d3x f(z) 0rp(0, ) —|—/d3x g(x) ¢(0,z) Jr/R+ dt/d% F(t,z) p(t,x).
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In case when f,g and F are ordinary functions or in L| _, then they are also (regular)

distributions with, in general, distributional derivatives. For them the statements above
remain untouched. If additionally v € Li _ is defined almost everywhere as a function

on Rf?) by the Duhamel’s formula (B6]), which is equivalent to (G3)) with only alternative
notation for the measures ((...) d*y — do(y)), then it also solves weakly the same wave
equation, i.e. its derivatives exist in the distributional sense and v € L] _ satisfies (I36). O

Lemma HEal

Proof. Let v(t,z) for t > 0, z € R? be given by the formula
1 1 —x)-V
o(t. z) / Mda(y) N / (y—=2)-Vfly) + f(y)dg(y)
S(z,t) S(z,t)

T ar t in 2
t t
= — g(x + tw) do(w) + — / w- Vf(r+tw) do(w) (137)
4 Js(0,1) 4 Js0,1)
1
+ — flx +tw) do(w).
i o, 1 190 dofe)

Since g, f, V.f € C° these integrals exist for all (¢,2) € RI* and are finite. Moreover, since
all three above integrands are continuous functions of (¢, ) and are uniformly bounded by
90, f1, fo € L*(S(0,1)) for all (¢, z), from continuity of Lebesgue integrals, we obtain that v
is also continuous in (¢, x) € Rf?’. The first two integrals are bounded by 47gy and 47 fi,

respectively, hence lim; o+ v(t,2) = f(z) = v(0,z), so we have v € CO(ET:}). Then also

v € L{ . and from lemma [3it follows that v solves weakly the wave equation (G3).

Therefore, we are able to apply the pointwise estimates

1 o) IVfw)l ()
[o(t,2)] < = /SW) < + + ) do(y)

t t 12
Al oo A Fll oo d J\m—1 0o d
Wl UL [ dol) W [ )
4t S(z,t) (y) 4t S(z,t) (y)
9o+ N1 do(y) = fo do(y)
- m + ) m—1"
4t S(z,t) <y> 4t S(w,t) <y>
From lemma[I], eq. (9] and (B0), for m > 3, we finally obtain
Crn - (90 + f1 + fo) 1
v(t,z)| < V(t,r) € R 139
with 9
_ M @)y — 9
Ch, := max(C},’, C})) = max (2(m oy 5) . (140)

The inclusion of the boundary ¢ = 0 is trivial, because from the bounds on the initial data

we have
Jo < Cm - (90 + f1 + fo)
(Jz))m=t = {0+ |z[){0 — |z[)m—2

[v(0,2)] = [f(z)] < Vo € R®. (141)

O
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Lemma

Proof. We start again, as in proof of lemma [al, with the formula

1

Are? [(y =) - VI(y) + f(y)]do(y) (142)
T J S(x,t)

o) = g [ adot) +

for t > 0,z € R3, but now we cannot use the pointwise estimates on f and g. We must show
that the integrals over the spheres make sense almost everywhere and that the resulting v
belongs to L5, ;.

For the moment let’s forget the function f and concentrate on the first integral only.

We can cover R?® with spheres S(x,t) of same origin x and various radii t € R, i.e.
R3 = S(x,-) x R, up to one point x € R, which itself plays no role in integration and
measurability. Since g € L3¢ and ||g||zec = [[(-)™ gl = go < 00 we have [g(x)| < go/(x)™
a.e. on R3. The set

A= A{a:g(2)] > go/ (2)™} (143)

has therefore measure zero in R3. From a variation of Fubini’s theorem® for sets it follows
that for almost all £ € Ry the measure (on the spheres S(x,t)) of Alg(,) is zero. In other
words, for almost all ¢ € R, and all z € R? it holds

lg(v)] < g0/ (y)™ (144)

for almost all y € S(x,t), what can be written as ||(-)™gl|Leo®, )L (s(.t) < o-
Since g € L% then also g € L*(R?) and g € L (R?). From R® & S(x,-) x Ry and a

loc
variation of Fubini’s theorem® it follows that for almost all t € R, and all z € R? we have

9ls@a € L'(S(x,1)) (we skip "local” because S(,t) is compact in R?), ie. [g , |9(y)|do(y)
exists and is finite. Therefore, for these (¢, x), using (I44]), we can estimate

do(y)
/5 (mﬁt)g(y) da(y)‘ < /S . l9(y)| do(y) < go /S o " (145)

Using the estimate ([@9) proved in lemma [ with m > 3, we obtain a bound for the first

term in (I42)

1 &5
. do < n 146
15y 0800 | < )

for almost all t € R, and all z € R3.
We proceed analogously with the second term in ([[42]), with m > 3, using the estimate
(B0) from lemma [I] for the term containing f, and obtain

o
{t + [a]){t = [a])m=2
(147)

1 1
it /S(x,t)(y — ) V) da(y)' < /S . IVi)ldo(y) < fi

6 By “variation of Fubini’s theorem” we mean here the non-standard decomposition of R? 2 S(x, ) x Ry. It
is equivalent to introduction of g, (w,t) := g(z + wt) defined on S(0,1) x R, where the standard Fubini’s
theorem holds.
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1 )
77 L, 10400 < e )

for almost all t € R, and all z € R?. The last three estimates lead to

Cn - (90 + f1+ fo)
(t + [2])(t — |z[)m2

with C,, defined in (I40), for almost all ¢ € Ry and all z € R®. The inclusion of the
boundary ¢ = 0 is trivial, because v(0, z) = 0, although not necessary, since the set {0} x R3

o(t, 2)| <

(149)

: . =1+3
is of measure zero in R, . Thus

it 2)lzse,, = I+ [2l){t = [2[)" v (t, 2)

1,m—1

HLOO(@iH) < Chp. (150)

It remains to show that v is measurable on ng. A product of two measurable functions
is measurable, hence g(y) as well as (y — 2)Vf and f are measurable on R3. The solution
v(t,x), given by (I42), can be rewritten as

v(t,x):/ tg(z +tw) +tw - Vf(x + tw) + f(x + tw)
S(0,1) 4m

do(w) (151)

where we have changed variables so that we integrate over a unit sphere around the origin.
Define h(t,z,w) = [tg(x + tw) + tw - Vf(z + tw) + f(x + tw)] /47, which is measurable on
R, x R3 x §(0,1), because it involves only sums, products and compositions of measurable
functions. Then,

v(t,x) = /5(0’1) h(t,z,w)do(w), (152)

according to the theorem of Tonelli, is a measurable function of (t,z) € R, x R?® defined
almost everywhere. Together with boundedness almost everywhere, shown in (I50), we
conclude that v € Lg7, ;.

Since v is defined by ([I42)) almost everywhere and v € L., by lemma [ v solves weakly

loco

the free wave equation (GII). O

Lemma [Gal

Proof. v(t,x), given for t > 0,z € R® by the formula

o(t z) = ﬁ /K y % di(s,y) (153)

for F e C° (EiJrg), is well-defined everywhere in (t,z) € R, xR? = Rifs, because the integral

over a compact set K(x,t) € @iﬁ of a continuous integrand exists and is finite. Then, using
a variation of Fubini’s theorem, we split the integration

_ 1 F(s,y)
v(t,z) = E/o ds /S(m_s) do(y) P—

1 t
4 | /S 1y 1) = Il (1= 5))

(154)

23



Now, H(t,z,s,w) := (t —s)F(s,z+ (t — s)w)/(4m) is continuous in all variables ¢, z, s, w and
for all (s,w) € [0, 7] x S(0, 1) is uniformly bounded on (¢, z) € [0, T] x R3 by |H(t, z, s,w)| <
TFy, € L'([0,T] x S(0,1)) for any T" > 0. Then, by a standard theorem on Lebesgue
integration of continuous functions, the integral

ot ) = /0 ds /S o) B2 5.0) (155)

is continuous on (t,z) € [0,T] x R? for any 7' > 0 and hence on (t,z) € ﬁfrg. (The case

t = 0 is trivially included, because lim;_ g+ v(¢,2) = 0 = v(0,z).)

Since v is defined everywhere in R}f‘?’ and hence almost everywhere in ng by the above
formula, and v € Li.., then by lemma Bl it solves weakly the wave equation (64).

Now, knowing that v(¢, z) is continuous and hence finite everywhere, we can estimate

1 F
lo(t, z)| < —/ Mdm(s,y)
A Jg@y [t — |
B dr(s, y)
AT Jgn 9)U(s + [yl (s — [y)PH(E — )

(156)

Lemma [2 gives an estimate for this double integral (integral over a cone) and we obtain a
bound

Chq - Fo
{t + [[) (¢ = | ))r=*

which is valid for all (¢,z) € RL". This bound is also satisfied for ¢ = 0, because v(0, x) =
0. O

lu(t,z)| < (157)

Lemma

1 lt3

Proof. We have (z)?F € LS, then also I’ € L“(Kfjg) and hence F' € L (R, ). The
whole space-time @f?) can be covered by the set of cones {K(x,t) : ¢ € Ry}, up to one
point (0,7) € R, x R3, which itself plays no role in integration and measurability, i.e.
R ++ >~ C(z,-) x Ry. Then, from a variation of Fubini’s theorem” it follows that F| (. €
LY (K (x,t)) (we skip "local” because K (z,t) is compact in @Tg) for almost all t € R, and

all z € R?. Then, of course, F(s,y) and hence F(s,y)/(t — s) is measurable on the same
cones, so the following integral over the cone

ot a) = ﬁ /K y F; 5, g) di(s, 1) (158)

exists for almost all t € R and all z € R3.

7 By “variation of Fubini’s theorem” we mean here the non-standard decomposition of R} = C(x, ) x Ry.
It is equivalent to introduction of F} ,(w, s) := F(t—s, z+ws)) defined on S(0, 1) x [0, ], where the standard
Fubini’s theorem holds.
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As next, its value can be estimated. The condition [[(z)?F(t,2) 132 = Fo < 0o means
that |F(t, x)| < Fo/({x)4{t + |z|){t — |z|)P~1) for all (t,z) € EIH except a set A of measure

Z€ero in R . From a variation of Fubini’s theorem” for measurable sets and the decompo-

sition R, n = e (x,-) x Ry it follows that for almost all ¢ € R, the measure (on the cone
K(z,t)) of Alg(sy is zero. It means that for almost all ¢ € Ry and all 2 € R? it holds
|F(s,y)| < Fo/({y)2{s+|y|) (s — |y|)P~") almost everywhere on the cone (s,y) € K(z,t). For
these (¢, x) we can estimate

IR o i = Y

|t =
159
FO d%(S, y) ( )
= K (W)9s + [yl (s = ly)r=1(t — s)
Lemma [2 gives an estimate for this integral over the cone and we obtain a bound
Cpq F
u(t, z)| < pa_-0 (160)

{t + [a]){t = f])r=

which is valid for almost all ¢ € R, and all z € R3. (This bound is also trivially valid for
t =0, because v(0,z) = 0.) Finally, it gives

[vllzss, < Cpako. (161)
In order to have v € L% it remains to show that v(, ) is measurable on ﬁ?g. To this end

we use again a Varlatlon of Fubini’s theorem with K (z,t) = S(z,t — ) x R, for (I58) and
those (¢, ) where this integral exists and is finite, and write

v(t, x) / dt/ (t—s)F(s,z+ (t — s)w) (162)
T 4r S(0,1)
Since (2)7F(t,z) € L§°, the function F(¢, ) is measurable on Ry x R, Then H(t, z,s,w) :=

(t —s)F(s,r + (t — s)w)/(47) is measurable on (t,z,s,w) € Ry x R* x Ry x §(0,1). From
Tonelli’s theorem we get

v(t, ) :/0 dt /5(0,1) do(w) H(t,z,s,w) (163)

measurable on R, x R? = Efrg. Finally, v € L] and is defined almost everywhere by (I53),

hence by Lemma [ v solves weakly the wave equation (7). O
Theorem

Proof. Consider the following iteration scheme

Unt1 = Io(f,9) — Lo(Vu,), n=0,1,2,... and wu_y:=0. (164)
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For g,V f € Ly? and f € Ly | with m > 3 from lemma Hh we get uo = Io(f, g) € LSS, ;.
Next, observe that if u,, € LC>O with some p > 1 then

) Vg, < 1)V [l llunllzge, = Vollunl e, < 00 (165)

and from lemma[Bhl with F' = Vu,, we get Lo(Vu,) € LY >, when p < k. Because LY, C L5,
when p; > py, we get u,q1 € LTS, with p < min(m —1 k;) By induction we obtain u,, € L,
for every n = 0,1, 2, ... with the optimal value p := min(m —1,k). Then, we have

tnss = tnllzze, = IZo(=V (ttn = tae))llzgs, < Coull @)V (et = )l

(166)

< Cp (@) V || oo ltn = unallzze, = CpiVolltun — un 1|z
again making use of lemmaBhl with F' = =V (up, —u,—1) € (x)FL{,. For § := C,xVy < 1 the
iteration is a contraction in Banach space L{9,. A simple argument shows that the sequence
U, is Cauchy. We have

s = unllzge, < 8 Hluo —uallnge, = 6" o(f, 9) |l nge, (167)
and for n > m
n—m—1 n—m-—
[t — tml|rse < [tmtk+1 — Unmrrl[rse, < k+m+1“f (fs D5,
sP
= = (168)
5m+1
< 1_5||Io(f,9)||L§fp

and this expression can be made arbitrarily small (< €) for all n,m > M(e) when § < 1.
Since L7, is a Banach space the Cauchy sequence u, has a limit v € L7, with the property

u=1Io(f,9) = Lo(Vu) (169)
and hence
[ullzee, < [Ho(f, 9Lz, + [ Lo(Vu)llis, < Cnl(fo + f1 4+ g90) + CouVollullise,. (170
Then

||U|| o < Cm(f() +f1 +gO)
M = 1— Cp,k‘/()

Moreover, equation (I69) together with lemmas [fal and [al imply

C. (171)

/ dt / #x Op(t, 2) u(t, z) = — / &z 9p(0,2) f(z) + / &z (0, 7) g(x)

_/Rdt/d?’x o(t,z) V(z) ult, z),

what gives equation ([@). Since u € L. it is a weak solution to the wave equation (II).
Uniqueness is guaranteed by theorem [II O

(172)
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Theorem [2a]

Proof. The condition |u(t,z)] < C/((t + |z|)(t + |z[)P~!) implies u € L$°, and together

with u € C° (@Tg) these two conditions are equivalent. Therefore, proof of this theorem is
analogous to the proof of theorem Rhl with the only difference that continuity must be shown
separately in the iteration.

Analogously, for iteration defined by

Unt1 = Io(f,9) — Lo(Vu,), n=0,1,2,... and wu_y:=0. (173)

and (f,g) € C*(R?) x C°(R3) satisfying the bounds (BII), hence g, Vf € L%, by lemma Ha]
we get ug = Io(f,9) € LT, ﬁCO(RfS). Next, if u,, € L‘f?pﬂCO(ﬁfrg) for some p > 2, hence
also Vu, € C° (@Tg), because V' € C°(R?), then analogously, by lemma [Fal with F' = Vu,,
we get Lo(Vu,) € LS, N CO(ET‘%) when p < k. It implies that u,1 € L35, N Co(ﬁfg) with

p < min(m —1, k). By induction we obtain u, € L, NC° (@rrg) for every n =0, 1,2, ... with

the optimal value p := min(m—1, k). Analogously, using lemma[Balwith F' =V (u, —u,_1) €
(z)™"L,NCP (@Tg) we show

[ttnt1 — tnlLge, < CppVolltn — tn-aflLge) (174)
what presents a contraction in Banach space L5, N CO(RT?’). Again by full analogy, for V;

small enough, we show that the sequence u,, is Cauchy in Banach space L$5, N CO(@T?’),
hence u,, has a limit v € L5, N CO(RT?)) with the property

w=1Io(f,9) = Lo(Vu). (175)
e Cnlfo + 1+ 50
Jullsy, < =5 = (176)
Since u € C° (@Tg) the last condition implies
u(t, )| < ¢ V(t,z) e R, (177)

{t + [a]){t + [])p~

And also analogously, equation (I75) together with lemmas [4h] and BH imply

/dt/d?’x Oo(t, z) u(t,z) = — /d?’:c Oip(0, ) f(x) +/d3:c ©(0, ) g(z)

(178)
- /Rdt/dgx o(t,z) V(x) u(t, v),

what gives equation ([@). Since u € L. it is a weak solution to the wave equation (II).
Uniqueness is guaranteed by theorem [II O
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Corollary [I]

Proof. Analogously as in proofs of the theorems above we define an iteration
Upt1 = [O(f, g) — LO(Vun) - L(](F), n = 0, 1, 2, ... and U_1 = 0. (179)

From lemma b we get uo = Io(f,g) € L5, ;. From lemma [BH we get Lo(F) € L5S,.
By same argument as in previous theorems we have Lo(Vu,) € L, with p < k provided
u, € L7, with some p > 1. Then, by induction we obtain u, € L, for every n =0,1,2, ...
with the optimal value p := min(m — 1, k,r). Then, we find

i1 = unllpze, = [1Lo(=V (un = un1))|[pze, < Cpill{@)™V (wn — )| 52, (180)
< Cp (@) V || oo ltn = unallize, = CpiVollun — un 1|z,

again making use of lemmaBhl with F' = =V (up,—u,—1) € (x)FL{,. For § := C,xVy < 1 the
iteration is a contraction in Banach space L7, and the sequence u, is Cauchy. It converges
to the limit u € L§S, (Banach space) which satisfies

u=Io(f,9) — Lo(Vu) — Lo(F) (181)
and hence
[ullzze, < IHo(f, 9)llLss, + 1Lo(Vu)l[Lgs, + | Lo(F) | Lss, (182)
< Cp(fo+ fr + 90) + CpuVollullLge, + Cr g Fo.
Then
T Con(fo + f1 + g0) + Cr o _c (183)

1—-CyiVo

To prove the continuous case one needs only to use the lemmas Fal and [Bal instead of the
lemmas 4h] and BH and repeat the convergence argument from the proof of theorem Bal [

VI. DECAY ESTIMATES FOR THE DERIVATIVES

One can state the estimate given in theorem 2al or 2Dl in a more detailed form, namely
that the solution of (Il satisfies

Con - (I llzgs, + IV fllgs + llgll)

1= Cpp Ve

[ullzse, < (184)
when k > 2, m > 3, p := min(k,m — 1), the norms || f|[z=_, [V f|lrx, [|9llze are finite and
||V||L2° < Cp_,li < 0.

If u is a classical solution one can differentiate the wave equation ([II) with respect to time

and obtain

If u is a weak solution of () then this equation is also satisfied in the weak sense. The
existence of the weak solution will be guaranteed by the theorems below. It can be treated
again as equation ([II) for a new variable v := J;u with the initial data

v(0,z) = g(x), Ow(0,7) = ?u(0,r) = —Af, (186)
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where A := —A + V(z). Then, theorem [2al or Rb] gives existence of the solution d,u €

CO (Efrg) or dyu € LT, respectively, and the estimate

C - (l9llzz,_, +1IVallzes, + [[Afl22,)
- 1= Cpp - [|V|e

(187)

1Ovull e,

The term ||Af||z>~ can be bounded by ||Af| L + ||V f]|z~,. Analogously, one can obtain
existence and an estimate for 9?u

Cm - (1AL, | + IV(AN) Iz, + 1AglLes,)
aQu o < m//—1 m!! m!! 188
|| t ||L1,,,u — 1 — Cp,%,, . HVHLzo ( )

The term [[V(Af)[|re, can be bounded by [[VAf[res, + [[VV f[[re, + [[(VV) f[|rs,. The

three estimates can be put together when the constants m,m’,m” and p,p’,p” are related
to each other. Using the following property of the weighted L* norms ||h; - hsl| L, <

[h1llLee - [Pl pe we get for m = m' =m" > 3

Corollary 2a.

u, Opu, Ofu € LY, (189)

with p := min(k, m — 1) provided
[VAfNVASf g, Vg, Ag € Ly, (190)
[V < ij,i < 00, |IVV || L= < o0. (191)

Alternatively, choosing m = m’ — 1 = m” —2 > 3 we get for classical solutions especially
simple form of the assumptions

Corollary 2a’.
lullzss,, 10ullzee |07 ullzee , < oo, (192)

1,p//
with p := min(k,m — 1), p’ := min(k,m), p” := min(k,m + 1) provided (f,g) € C*(R?) x
C?(R?) with
Vil € Lyya, Vgl € L,y (193)
and V € CY(R?) with

||V||LZO < IIlll’l(ijli, Cz;}k’ Cz;’lJf) < 00, HVVHLgo < Q. (194)

Here, we introduced a simplified notation®

3
V"Bl = > [0ay--0a, . (195)

ay,...,an=1
Because of the regularity, the bounds on |V3f| and |V?¢g| can be integrated to give
Il IV Fllege 1A e, IVAFllLge,, < o0, (196)

m m—+2

8 This notation simplifies the assumptions, but looses information about the decay of directional derivatives,

which is however rarely used.
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and
lgllzse: [IVallzee, s 1AgllLee, , < oo (197)

The control of spatial derivatives is more difficult, since V' depends on z. Again, by
differentiation of the wave equation () with respect to x* we get (for weak solutions the
equation holds as well by the same argument as above)

This equation can be handled with Corollary Ilfor v = d;u and F' = —(0;V)u with the initial
data v(0,z) = 0;f(z) and 0w (0,z) = 0;g(x). Then,

Cor(10if 22, | + IV fllzze, + 10ig £,) + Copporl[ ) ¥ (8 V )| e
[0iul| e, < :
Lp 1= Cy iVl

(199)

for p/ := min(k,m' — 1,p) and m’ > 3, k, k' > 2, k' > p > 1. The last term in the nominator
can be bounded by [[(9;V)|| 1 |[ullz . Analogously, an estimate for 0;0u reads

|05 0| o=

1,p

Cor (1000 i, + IVODS , + 9kl )

/o

+ Cp |00k V)| s, lull Lge, + QCpakaaVHL;?||8UI|L;>3,,]/[1 = CyrilVllzge] (200

for p” := min(k,m"” — 1,p,p') and m” > 3, k, k', k" > 2 K" >p > 1,k > p > 1. We can
combine these estimates for m =m' =m” >3 and k =k = k” > 2 and get

Corollary 2b.

u, |Vul, |[V?u| € L, (201)

with p := min(k, m — 1) provided
fELz—h ‘vf‘v‘vzf‘u‘vsf‘7g7|vQ|7|v2g| EL§7 (202)
VIVVIVV] e LY and ||[V|Le < C)) < 0. (203)

Finally, combining corollary 2al with bl we get corollary 2
The same reasoning can be repeated for (f, g) € C3(R?) N C*(R?) and V € C*(R?) which

give the classical solution u € C%@f ). The only difference is that one needs to use theorem
Ral instead of 2hl and the continuous version of corollary [Il
Higher derivatives can be treated in an analogous way.

[1] W. Strauss and K. Tsutaya. Existence and blow up of small amplitude nonlinear waves with
a negative potential. Discr. Cont. Dynamical Systems, 3(2):175-188, 1997.

[2] E. S. C. Ching, P. T. Leung, W. M. Suen, and Young K. Quasinormal mode expansion for
linearized waves in gravitational systems. Phys. Rev. Lett., 74(23):4588-4591, 1995.

3] E. S. C. Ching, P. T. Leung, W. M. Suen, and Young K. Wave propagation in gravitational
systems: Late time behavior. Phys. Rev. D, 52(4):2118-2132, 1995.

[4] S. Hod. Wave tails in non-trivial backgrounds. Class. Quantum Grav., 18:1311-1318, 2001.
gr-qc/0008001.

30



[5]

[13]
[14]
[15]

[16]

V. Georgiev, Ch. Heiming, and H. Kubo. Supercritical semilinear wave equation with non-
negative potential. Comm. Partial Diff. Eq., 11-12(26):2267-2303, 2001.

M. Reed and B. Simon. Methods of Modern Mathematical Physics, volume IV: Analysis of
Operators. Academic Press, New York, San Francisco, London, 1978.

D. Thoe. Spectral theory for the wave equation with a potential term. Arch. Rational Mech.
Anal., (22):364-406, 1966.

Asakura F. Existence of a global solution to a semi-linear wave equation with slowly decreasing
initial data in three space dimenstions. Comm. Part. Diff. Eq., 13(11):1459-1487, 1986.

F. John. Blow-up of solutions of nonlinear wave equations in three space dimensions.
Manuscripta Math., (28):235-268, 1979.

M. Reed and B. Simon. Methods of Modern Mathematical Physics, volume II: Fourier Analysis,
Self-Adjointness. Academic Press, New York, San Francisco, London, 1975.

A. Wouk. A note on square roots of positive operators. SIAM Review, 8(1):100-102, 1966.
N. Burq, F. Planchon, J.G. Stalker, and A.S. Tahvildar-Zadeh. Strichartz estimates for the
wave and Schrodinger equations with potentials of critical decay. Indiana Univ. Math. J.,
53(6):1665-1680, 2004. math.AP/0401019.

J. Goldstein. Semigroups of Linear Operators and Applications. Oxford University Press,
1985. Chapter 7.

M. E. Taylor. Partial Differential Equations, volume I: Basic Theory. Springer-Verlag New
York, Inc., 1996.

Ch.D. Sogge. Lectures on nonlinear wave equations. Monographs in Analysis. Volume II.
International Press Inc., 1995.

W. Rudin. Functional Analysis. second edition, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1991. Chapter 6.

31



	Introduction
	Strategy of proof

	Acknowledgments
	Main results
	Definitions
	Theorems

	Basic estimates
	Existence and uniqueness in the energy space
	Theorem ??

	Proofs of the estimates
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Lemma ??
	Theorem ??
	Theorem ??
	Corollary ??

	Decay estimates for the derivatives
	References

