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Background: Ex Libris’ Open Platform Strategy

announced by Ex Libris a year ago, see Newsletter July 2008:

Goal: “[…] an environment in which the open interfaces of 
Ex Libris systems are well defined, well documented, and 
readily available to the customer community and in which 
collaboration is natural and easy to achieve. […]”

One Activity: Setup of a platform for sharing code (= El 
Commons Developer Zone)
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Experiences after the first year

El Commons is a functional environment…

… but it is

slow,

closed,

and not used to full extent
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Experiences after the first year

El Commons is a functional environment…

… but it is

slow,

closed,

and not used to full extent
Breaking news: release ahead
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Summary: Mixed feelings

+ Increasing number of contributions and collaboration

+ Upcoming release expected to improve functionality

– Are customers able to support & maintain their contributions 
continuously?

– Where/How to draw a line between core system functionalities 
and specialized enhancements?


