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What is citizen science? 



What is citizen science? 

• … amateur naturalists? 

• … gamers? 

• … hobby scientists? 

• … crowd-sourcing projects? 

• … conservation activists? 

• … DIY-science enthusiasts? 

• … ? 



What is citizen science? 

• Citizen Science describes various activities 
that include citizens in scientific processes, 
e.g. 

– Public data collection through digital media 

– Voluntary research associations (Forschende 
Vereine, Fachgesellschaften) that promote 
scientific exploration  

– Problem-oriented projects by civil society groups 



What is citizen science? 

• Very heterogeneous community 

• Many stakeholders with individual goals 

• Various disciplines involved 

• Different models of participation / 
cooperation  

• Historic dimension vs. Boom?  
 Tradition + Digital Media + Participation 

 

 



Citizen science platforms 

• Online-platforms create networks 

• Different approaches/focus: 
– Data 
– Networking 
– Both 

• Scope: 
– Regional (Portal Beee Berlin-Brandenburg) 
– National (Österreich forscht, buergerschaffenwissen.de) 
– International (Galaxy Zoo, SciStarter) 

 

 

 



Buergerschaffenwissen.de 

• Online-platform for citizen science projects in 
Germany and in German language 

• Project presentation, networking, social media 

• Publications and resources 

• Search engine  

 



Buergerschaffenwissen.de 

• Hosted by Wissenschaft im Dialog (WiD) and 
Museum für Naturkunde Berlin (WiD) 

• In cooperation with GEWISS-Konsortium 

• Funded by BMBF and Stifterverband für die 
Deutsche Wissenschaft 

 

 

 



Buergerschaffenwissen.de 

• Online April 2014 

• 64 projects 

 

 

 

 

Source: buergerschaffenwissen.de 



Project examples 

Tagfalter Monitoring Deutschland (TMD) 

• “Classic” biodiversity monitoring project 

• 10 year data set used e.g. in climate change 
prognosis  

 

 

 

© Andre Künzelmann, UFZ 



Animal Tracker 

• Movements of wild animals are followed via GPS tags 

• Real life observations and photos help scientists 
interpret movement data 

 

 

Project examples 

© orn.mpg.de/animal_tracker 



artigo 

• Citizens describe works of art 

• Data is used for improving art databases 

 

Project examples 

© artigo.org 



Dem Plastikmüll auf der Spur  

• School project on ocean plastic trash in Chile and 
Germany 

• Strong educational aspect but valid data 

 

Project examples 

© save-ocean.org 



Verein für Computergenealogie e.V. 

• Association of citizen researchers in the field of 
history and genealogy  

• Data bases, digitalization, workshops, etc. 

 

Project examples 

© des.genealogy.net 



SenseBox 

• Do-it-yourself measuring station for environmental 
data 

• Open data is uploaded in to online map 

 

 

Project examples 

© sensebox.de 



• Wikis + Open Maps (landscape monitoring, history) 

• Health research (migraine headache vs. weather) 

• Distributed computing, especially in (natural) 
sciences 

• And many more …  

 

Project examples 



Critical Reflection 

Success Challenges 

• Growing network with 
diverse stakeholders 

• Far more project 
applications than expected: 
great demand 

• Very good press and media 
response 

• Close connection to broader 
discourse on citizen science, 
particapory research, etc. in 
science and society 

• Acceptance of the term 
„citizen science“ within the 
German speaking 
community 

• „Referee“ for citizen 
science? (Deutungshoheit) 

• Longterm perspecitve 
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