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B
Y AND LARGE, we know what we mean by technocracy: the delegation of public 

authority to an elite cadre with some sort of scientific expertise, their legitimacy 

derived from their superior knowledge. In a technocracy, decisions can be 

challenged only by other experts. Everyone else must sit back and watch. 

It's less clear what we mean by populism, since the term is used for so many different 

things. Most current definitions share the idea of a 'people' divided and short-changed 

by an 'elite', and who come to consciousness by pushing that elite aside, replacing it with 

a new leadership that has a relationship of something like mystical unity with 'the 

people'. Populism, on the left and the right, promises a social unity achieved through 

politics and the state, overcoming division by eliminating the enemies of the common 

people - the capitalists in left populism, non-nationals of various sorts in the populism 

of the right. While elite rule divides the people into self-seeking factions, populism 

unites them, in a struggle against those who claim to know better than the masses what 

the masses need. 

In their attempt to understand today's post-democratic politics, Christopher Bickerton 

and Carlo Invernizzi Accetti note overlooked commonalities between technocracy and 

populism which, they argue, allow for an unlikely synthesis between the two. Both 

involve the replacement of an old elite, one that is seen as technically incompetent or 

parasitic, with a new one that is more proficient or more responsive. Both see political 

legitimacy as rooted in unanimity, involving the indisputably best solutions to 

indisputably collective problems. 

Bickerton and Invernizzi Accetti suggest that technopopulism entails a claim to 

legitimacy on the part of new political actors who are seeking power after the long­

drawn-out decay of postwar democracy- the state-managed capitalism of the class 

compromise that began to unravel in the late 1970s. It promises to do away with the 

deadlocked factionalism, ideological divisions and party political corruption that cause 

the failure of contemporary politics to resolve the crises affecting contemporary 

societies. Technopopulism advises us to turn governance over to independent experts 
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