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What are we studying? ¢

Contextual factors, namely emotionality and contextual diversity, on toreign

‘ Emotionality
language (FL) and native language (NL) (earning

People remember things with emotional impact
better (eg, emotional content (1), context (2))
People are less emotional in an FL (eg, 3, 4, 5)

Why?

(General

What do we know so far?

Contextual Diversity

The contextual diversity (CD) effect refers to an
increase ease of processing, in particular learning
(0), with exposure to a term in more varied
contexts. It has mostly been observed in the NL
and there is little literature on it in an FL.

There is some evidence that there is more

While we can’t change the content of a FL class, we can change the context
difficulty incorporating lexical items in an FL (7)

To find out whether these factors behave the same in an NL and an FL.
To explore whether the FL emotionality reduction applies to learning new intormation.

Experiments

Stimuli & Participants
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* Native > Foreign
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Testing Phase:
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o Native > Foreign
F(1,70) = 2683, p<00|, npz

o Positive > Neutral
F(1,70) = 854, =005, npz = 109

o No interaction
p= 15, Bry 409, ervor /=279

Learning Phase:

Passive Listening - o7

2 country descriptions
50 “facts” each

Emotionality

Note: Three parficipants were removed from
the Spanish condition and one from the
English condition due to low performance

Recognition

o Native = Foreign
F(1,80) = 4138 x 103! p= 1|, n, Z< 001

e Dtversf(y |l<2=U=§

F(3,258) = 10302, p< 001, 7,7 -
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o No interaction
ual, p= 689, n,2= 006

20 seconds

F(3,258) =

) Self-paced

Accuracy for Recognition

1 text

Contextual Diversity

8 real words 9 pseudowords
IZO stones (30 per participant)

Discussion

o Studies | & Z: by surrounding the to-be-learned information—words in the Tirst :
case, facts in the second—uwith emotionally loaded words, we attract attention

to the information and improve accuracy (and response time) for this

information.

Study 3: distributing repetitions of a word helps people remembey it.

Overall effect of language (participants do better in their NL than their FL) = <
somewhat small and does not interact with other factors. E
Future directions: applying these in the classroom as well as understanding the 222
exact mechanisms that drive these effects.

8 texts 4 texts 2 texts

While there are times when using an FL can be

Tor new wordas.

Vocabulary Acquisition from Reading, —24.

* No effect of language ¢ /)
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Matching

o Native > Foreign
F(1,80) = 6754, p= Oll, n 2 073

o Diversity | < §, L" <8

F(3,258) = 3507, p= 016, 1,7 = 03

o No interaction
F(3,258) = 629, p= 597, n pf = 007

A' for the Matching Task

1 text p

Note. Exror bars
are 457 Cls

8 texts 4 texts 2 texts

What does this mean?

more difticult, the difterences

between our NL and our FL are subtle and quantitative rather than qualitative
We can use both emotionality and contextual diversity to boost learning and memory
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