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Contributor License Agreement 
 
Between 

 

Max-Planck-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wissenschaft e.V. 

Acting entity Max Planck Institute for Meteorology (MPG or MPI-M in the following) 

 

And 

 

___________________________ 

Insert:NAME OF AUTHOR printed 

(You, the Contributor) 

 

Preamble 

Software for a large number of processes and algorithms used in climate research in models, 
analysis, and data treatment has been developed at MPI-M, and at collaboration partners 
since the inception of the institute. They are used for operational weather forecasting 
including data assimilation as well as for a wide range of research applications in the fields of 
climate simulation/projection and process studies, and processing of data with relevance for 
climate research and high-performance computing.  

Software developed for and by MPI-M includes, but is not limited to: 

A The ICON1 framework 

B MPI-ESM 

C ECHAM, MPI-OM, OPYC 

D Various model driver and data treatment scripts  

E Analysis software like the cdos2 

and many more. 

The scope of this agreement is to provide for consistent ownership of intellectual property 
rights in software components developed for and by MPI-M (non-exclusive inbound license to 
MPI-M). 

Grant of License.  

 
1 https://mpimet.mpg.de/en/science/models/icon-esm 
2 https://code.mpimet.mpg.de/projects/cdo 
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The contributed work comprises all software, databases, data and documentation that are 
contributed (committed) to a non-private version-controlled software repository that is under 
the ownership of MPI-M. 

Software can be object and source code, compiler, documentation, preparatory design work 
of a computer program that the contributor has or wants to commit to a MPI-M repository3.  

Grant of Copyright License: Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the 
Contributor hereby grants to the Max-Planck-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wissenschaft 
e.V. and to recipients of software distributed by MPG a license for the contributed work under 
the conditions of the 3-Clause -BSD License4. 

You will include a copyright notice and the text of the BSD-3 clause with Your contribution. 

Grant of Patent License. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, You hereby 
grant to MPG and to recipients of software distributed by MPG a perpetual, worldwide, non-
exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable (except as stated in this section) patent license 
to make, have made, use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Work, where 
such license applies only to those patent claims licensable by You that are necessarily infringed 
by Your Contribution(s) alone or by combination of Your Contribution(s) with the Work to 
which such Contribution(s) was submitted. If any entity institutes patent litigation against You 
or any other entity (including a cross-claim or counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that your 
Contribution, or the Work to which you have contributed, constitutes direct or contributory 
patent infringement, then any patent licenses granted to that entity under this Agreement for 
that Contribution or Work shall terminate as of the date such litigation is filed. 

Terms of license 

The Contributor represents that each of the Contributions is his original creation. 

Any Work that is not Your own shall be indicated. You represent that for such Contributions 
that You are legally entitled to grant the above license.  

The Contributor is not expected to provide support for Contributions, except to the extent 
required by their employment contract. 

The Contributor provides the Contributions on an "AS IS" BASIS.  

As the Contribution qualifies as a donation, according to Section 521 of the German Civil Code 
(Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch – BGB) the donor is liable for intent and gross negligence only. The 
Governing law is German law. 

You provide the software together with suitable documentation (machine-readable) via 
commit to an MPI-M repository of MPI-M’s choice. 

___________________________   _______________ ___________ 

Insert :NAME OF Author printed   Signature   Place, Date 

 
3 EU DIRECTIVE 2009/24/EC 
4 https://opensource.org/licenses/BSD-3-Clause 


