
NEGATION I N  SYNTAX: 

ON THE NATURE OF FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES AND PROJECTIONS 

HIREN ITZIAR LAKA HUGARZA 

B . A .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  Basque  C o u n t r y  
( 1 9 8 5 )  

H . A .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  Basque  C o u n t r y  
( 1 9 8 6 )  

SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
LINGUISTICS & PHILOSOPHY 

I N  PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREHENTS 
FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR OF f HILOSOPHY 
I N  LINGUISTICS 

a t  t h e  

HASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

A u g u s t ,  1990  

c H i r e n  I t z i a r  Laka  Mugarza 

The  a u t h o r  h e r e b y  g r a n t s  t o  H . I . T .  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e p r o d u c e  
and  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  c o p i e s  of t h i s  t h e s i s  document  i n  whole  o r  
i n  p a r t  

S i g n a t u r e  o f  A u t h o r  /hr- bkJz 
a r t m e n t  o f  ~ i n g u i ' 6 t i c s  & P h i l o s o p h y  

C e s t i f  ied 
by r - -  

Kene th  Hale 

\ T h e s i s  S u p e r v i ~ o r  
n 

PA A 

Wayne 0 '.Neil O'A~~*~H~~#~ZTCY~, OF TE D e p a r t a n e n  .el Commit tee  

AUG 3 1 IS90 



The c e n t r a l  concern o f  t h i s  work i s  t he  s y n t a c t i c  na tu re  o f  
negat ion i n  Un ive rsa l  Grammar, and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  o ther  
f u n c t i o n a l  elements i n  the  Syntax. 

The study argues t h a t  negat ion i s  n o t  a  s y n t a c t i c  category 
on i t s  own; r a the r ,  i t  i s  one o f  t he  values o f  a  more 
abs t rac t  s y n t a c t i c  category, named X, which inc ludes  o ther  
sentence operators,  such as a f f i r m a t i o n  and emphasis 
(Chapter 2 ) .  I t  is a l s o  argued t h a t  the  s y n t a c t i c  f e a t u r e  
[negat ion ]  sur faces i n  o the r  s y n t a c t i c  ca tegor ies  besides X. 
I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  the  ex is tence o f  [ N l  (nega t i ve )  
Complementizers i s  defended; t h i s  acounts f o r  a  range o f  
phenomena i n  va r ious  lanquages: across-the-clause l i c e n s i n g  
o f  Negat ive P o l a r i t y  I tems i n  Eng l ish ,  the  d i t r i b u t i o n  o f  
the  - n i k  complementizer i n  Basque, and the na tu re  of 
D u b i t a t i v e  Sub junct ive  i n  Romance (Chapter 3 ) .  

Chapter 1 argues f o r  the  ex is tence o f  a un i ve rsa l  
requirement t h a t  i n f l e c t i o n a l  heads such as negat ion  (Z) 
must be c-commanded by the  s y n t a c t i c  head Tense a t  S- 
s t r u c t u r e .  Assuming t h i s  requirement, a u n i f i e d  account i s  
prov ided f o r  apparent ly  un re la ted  phenomena induced by 
neqat ion  i? Eng l i sh  (do-support, sec t ions  1.3 and 1.4) and 
in Basqu- [,ne.~ement o f  the  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y ,  sec t ions  
1.1. and 1 2 ) .  

Chapter 2 a l s o  presents an account o f  the  phenomenon o f  
'double negat ion '  i n  Romance, i n  terms o f  the  category C and 
i t s  p ro j ec t i on ,  CP ( s e c t i o n  2.6). I t  i s  argued t h a t  
preverba l  ins tances o f  the  elements t h a t  induce 'double 
nega t ion ' ,  such as nadie, nada, ninqQn etc. ,  i n v o l v e  
movement o f  the  i t em i n  quest ion  t o  the  s p e c i f i e r  o f  XP, 
which i s  headed by a  phono lag ica l l y  non-overt nega t i ve  
element. Also, ' yes '  and 'no '  answers a re  discussed i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  C Pro jec t i on ;  i t  i s  argued t h a t  such answers 
make c r u c i a l  use o f  t h i s  s y n t a c t i c  category, and parametr ic 
d i f fe rences  between the  th ree  lanquages under s tudy 
(Eng l ish ,  Spanish and Basque) a re  considered i n  support  o f  
t he  hypothesis  ( s e c t i o n  2.7). 

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  I n f l e c t i o n  i n  Spanish i s  considered i n  
Chapter 3. The n s t u r e  o f  Sub junct ive  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  
Negation and Imperat ive  Mood i s  discussed. A proposal i s  
made concerning the  i n f l e c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Spanish, t h i s  
proposal i s  shown t o  generate exhaus t i ve ly  the  e n t i r e  verba l  
paradigm o f  t h i s  language, and i t  p r e d i c t s  a number o f  
language-par t icu lar  p rope r t i es  o f  Spanish ( s e c t i o n  3.5). 
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CHAPTER 1; 

THE T E N S E  C-COHHAND CONDITION 

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  I e x p l o r e  c e r t a i n  s y n t a c t i c  phenomena 

i n d u c e d  by s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  Basque  and  E n g l i s h ,  and  I 

a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  a u n i f i e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t hem,  based on a 

u n i v e r s a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  on f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d s .  This r e q u i r e m e n t ,  

w h i c h  I w i l l  r e f e r  t o  as t h e  Tense C-command Condition, is 

s t a t e d  i n  (1) .  I t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  f u n c t i o n a l  heads i n  t h e  

c l a u s e  t h a t  are  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  o p e r a t o r s  be c-commanded by 

t h e  head T e n s e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  

(1) TENSE C-COMMAND CONDITION 

T e n s e . m u s t  c-command a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  a l l  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

o p e r a t o r s  of  t h e  c l a u s e .  
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The TCC is n o t  a r e q u i r e m e n t  on s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  o n l y ,  b u t  

on t h e  dominance  r e l a t i o n s  h o l d i n g  be tween  T e n s e  and a l l  

o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  on t h e  c l a u s e .  I n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  howeve r ,  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  TCC b a s e d  

s o l e l y  on s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i w i l l  a r g u e  

t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  u n r e l a t e d  s y n t a c t i c  phenomena s u r f a c i n g  i n  

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  B a s q u e ,  E n g l i s h  and 

modern Hebrew are  d i r e c t l y  i n d u c e d  by t h e  TCC, g i v e n  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  parametric s e t t i n g s  o f  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s .  

A s e c o n d  p o i n t  t o  b e  a r g u e d  f o r  w i l l  be t h a t  t h e r e  is a 

p a r a m e t r i c  c h o i c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  N e g a t i o n  a t  D -  

s t r u c t u r e .  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  N e g a t i o n  c a n  b e  g e n e r a t e d  TP 

( = I P ) ' i n t e r n a l l y  o r  TP e x t e r n a l l y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e n ,  I am c l a i m i n g  t h a t  ( a t  l e a s t  some)  

f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d s  may v a r y  i n  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  

a c r o s s  l a n g u a g e s .  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I c l a i m  t h a t  w h e r e a s  i n  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  

E n g l i s h  n e g a t i o n  is g e n e r a t e d  be low TP ( a s  i n  P o l l o c k  (1987)  

and Chomsky (1989) ) ,  t h e r e  a re  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  Basque  whe re  

n e g a t i o n  is g e n e r a t e d  a b o v e  TP. T h i s  is s c h e m a t i z e d  i n  ( 2 ) :  

- 
I w i l l  i d e n t i f y  TP ( T e n s e  P h r a s e )  w i t h  I P  

( I n f l e c t i o n a l  P h r a s e ) ,  f o l l o w i n g  P o l l o c k  (1989).  
D i s t i n c t i o n s  be tween  I P  and  TP w i l l  b e  made o n l y  when 
r e l e v a n t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  



( 2 )  ENGLISH BASQUE 

G i v e n  P h r a s e  s t r u c t u r e s  l i k e  (2), Grammars r e l y  s o l e l y  on UG 

o p e r a t i o n s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  u n i q u e  s o l u t i o n  (1) imposed on 

them b y  UG. I f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  is c o r r e c t ,  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  

whe re  t h e r e  is room f o r  l a n g u a g e  v a r i a t i o n  is i n  t h e  

i n h e r e n t  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  i tems, wh ich  w i l l  d i f f e r  

i n  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  s u c h  a  way as  t o  g e n e r a t e  

d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  

The m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  h e n c e ,  s t r o n g l y  

s u p p o r t s  t h e  v i e w  o f  p a r a m e t r i z a t i o n  p u t  f o r w a r d  by  Chomsky 

(1989) and r e f e r e n c e s  t h e r e i n :  p a r a m e t e r s  are  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  

n o n - s u b s t a n t i v e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e x i c o n .  

Based on t h e s e  two p r e m i s e s ,  t h e  T e n s e  C-command C o n d i t i o n  

and t h e  p a r a m e t r i c  c h o i c e  g i v e n  i n  ( 2 ) ,  n e g a t i o n - i n d u c e d  

phenomena i n  E n g l i s h  and  Basque  a r e  e x p l a i n e d  r a t h e r  s i m p l y ,  

g i v e n  p a r a m e t r i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  n e g a t i o n .  



I w i l l  f i r s t  p r e s e n t  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  Basque  s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n ,  whe re  t h e  TCC f o r c e s  movement o f  I n f l  t o  Neg, t h u s  

i n d u c i n g  t h e  ' d i s l o c a t e d '  word o r d e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  t h i s  l a n g u a g e .  E v i d e n c e  f r o m  d e l e t i o n  

and N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d ,  s u p o r t i n g  t h e  

c l a i m  t h a t  NegP d o m i n a t e s  TP i n  B a s q u e ,  u n l i k e  i n  E n g l i s h  o r  

F r e n c h  ( P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ) .  N e x t ,  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  asymmetry  

be tween  main and embedded s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  B a s q u e .  T h i s  

asymmetry  w i l l  b e  shown t o  i n v o l v e  movement t o  t h e  head  Comp 

i n  embedded s e n t e n c e s .  

I w i l l  t h e n  t u r n  t o  E n g l i s h  and a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  T e n s e  C- 

command C o n d i t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a more s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  do s u p p o r t  t h a n  p r e v i o u s  a n a l y s e s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  of  P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 )  and Chonsky ( 1 9 8 9 ) .  I 

w i l l  f i r s t  show how t h e s e  a n a l y s i s  f a i l  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  

phenomena o f  do s u p p o r t ,  and  I w i l l  t h e n  p r e s e n t  t h e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  i n  terms of  t h e  TCC. 

The  c a s e  o f  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  Romance and  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  n e g a t i v e  morphemes i n  Modern Hebrew w i l l  

a l s o  b e  d i s c u s s e d ,  and t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  t h e  TCC 

h y p o t h e s i s  w i l l  b e  shown.  F i n a l l y ,  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  nature 

o f  t h e  TCC as  a c o n s t r a i n t  on s y n t a c t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  



1.1 . P R E L I H I N A R I E S :  ON BASQUE GRBHHAR. 

B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  d a t a  f r o m  Basque  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n ,  

I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  some g e n e r a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  B a s q u e ,  w i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  

f o r  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

1.1.1. On Haximal Project ions .  

A -  C p s e  Hrtrkinp, 

B a s q u e  h a s  a n  e r g a t i v e  case m a r k i n g  s y s t e m .  D e s c r i p t i v e l y  

s p e a k i n g ,  t h i s  means t h a t  s u b j e c t s  o f  one -a rgumen t  v e r b s  and 

o b j e c t s  o f  two-argument  v e r b s  s h a r e  a b s o l u t i v e  c a s e ,  w h e r e a s  

t r a n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t s  d i s p l a y  e r g a t i v e  case m a r k i n g .  A l l  

a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  are complemen t s  o f  t h e  v e r b  a t  D - s t r u c t u r e  

s u r f a c e  w i t h  a b s o l u t i v e  case,  w h e r e a s  t h o s e  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  

a r e  s u b j e c t s  a l r e a d y  a t  D - S t r u c t u r e  d i s p l a y  e r g a t i v e  c a s e  

mar k i n e .  

= F o r  a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of e r g a t i v i t y ,  
u n n a c u s a t i v i t y  and  case m a r k i n g  i n  B a s q u e ,  see L e v i n  (1983) 
O r t i z  d e  u r b i n a  (1989), and  O y h a r ~ a b a l  (1990) .  



Hence ,  s u b j e c t s  o f  u n n a c u s a t i v e  v e r b s  l i k e  e t o r r i  ' a r r i v e '  

o r  erori ' f a l l '  h a v e  a b s o l u t i v e  c a s e ,  l i k e  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  

t r a n s i t i v e s  l i k e  ikusi ' s e e '  o r  jan ' e a t ' .  The s u b j e c t  o f  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  l i k e  hitz e g i n  ' s p e a k '  o r  l o  e g i n  ' s l e e p '  

s h a r s s  e r g a t i v e  c a s e  w i t h  t r a n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t s  i n  B a s q u e .  

T h i s  C a s e - m a r k i n g  s y s t e m  is  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 3 ) :  

(3 )  a .  h e - a  e t o r r i  d a  
K i d - t h e  a r r i v e d  h a s  

'The k i d  h a s  a r r i v e d '  

b .  Ume-a-k s a g a r r - a  j a n  d u  
Kid- the-E  a p p l e - t h e  e a t e n  h a s  

'The k i d  h a s  e a t e n  t h e  a p p l e '  

c .  Ume-a-k h i t z  e g i n  du 
K id - the -E  word make h a s  

'The k i d  h a s  s p o k e n '  

( 3 8 )  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  u n n a c u s a t i v e  v e r b  etorri ' a r r i v e ' ,  t h e  

s u b j e c t  of wh ich  h a s  a b s o l u t i v e  case;  ( 3 b )  shows  t h e  

t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  jan ' e a t ' ,  which  m a r k s  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  

e r g a t i v e  case ( E ) ,  and  t h e  o b j e c t  w i t h  a b s o l u t i v e  c a s e . =  

F i n a l l y  ( 3 d )  is  a n  example  o f  an  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b ,  hitz 

egin 'speak', whose s u b j e c t  is  a g a i n  marked w i t h  e r g a t i v e  

3 . For a r e c e n t  a c c o u n t  of Case i n  Basque  whe re  
a b s o l u t i v e  is n o t  t a k e n  t o  b e  a  s i n g l e  c a s e  b u t  r a t h e r  two 
d i f f e r e n t  cases ( n o m i n a t i v e  i n  ( 3 a )  and  a c c u s a t i v e  i n  ( 3 b ) ) ,  
see O y h a r ~ a b a l  (1990) .  



I t  is w e l l  known t h a t  most l a n g u a g e s  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  marking 

e r g a t i v i t y  d o  n o t  d i s p l a y  s y n t a c t i c  e r g a t i v i t y ,  i n  t h a t  

s y n t a c t i c  p r o c e s s e s  o r  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  make r e f e r e n c e  t o  

' s u b j e c t s '  o r  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r a l  c o r r e l a t e s  a p p l y  t o  t h e  same 

s e t  of  a rguments  a s  i n  a c c u s a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  ( C f .  Anderson 

( 1 9 7 6 ) ) .  Lev in  ( 1 9 8 3 )  and O r t i z  d e  Urb ina  (1989)  have a rgued  

c o n v i n c i n g l y  t h a t  Basque is n o t  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  e r g a t i v e .  

U n l i k e  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  W a r l p i r i  ( H a l e  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  ( 1 9 8 3 ) )  where 

arguments  a r e  marked i n  an  e r g a t i v e  p a t t e r n  b u t  agreement  

m a r k e r s  f o l l o w  an a c c u s a t i v e  s y s t e m ,  Basque c o n s i s t e n l y  

s h o u s  e r g a t i v e  morphology b o t h  on o v e r t  a rguments  and t h e  

agreement  s y s t e m .  

p .  Aflreement and Word Order- 

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  g r a m m a t i c a l  c a s e s :  E r g a t i v e ,  D a t i v e  and 

A b s o l u t i v e .  They a r e  marked on t h e  a rguments  by t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  morphemes: rk f o r  t h e  e r g a t i v e ,  - t r ) i  f o r  t h e  

d a t i v e  and z e r o  f o r  t h e  a b s o l u t i v e .  The empty c a t e g o r y  pro  

is l i c e n s e d  i n  a l l  t h r e e  v e r b a l  a rguments  ( S a l a b u r u  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  

O r t i z  d e  Urb ina  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ) ,  p l a u s i b l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  Basque I n f l e c t i o n  ( h e n c e f o r t h  I n f l )  shows agreement  

U r i b e - e t x e b a r r i a  ( 1 9 8 9 )  p r e s e n t s  a d e t a i l e d  
d i s c u s s i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  Basque,  
d e r i v i n g  them from t r a n s i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  undergo  noun 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  



w i t h  a l l  o f  them:  e r g a t i v e ,  a b s o l u t i v e  and d a t i v e ,  as 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 )  := 

( 4 )  a .  I r u n e - k  I b o n - i  e t x e - a  eman d i o  
I r n n e - E  Ibon-D h o u s e - t h e  g i v e n  has(3A-3D-3E) 

' I s u n e  gave t h e  h o u s e  t o  I b o n '  

b .  p r o  p r o  p r o  eman d i o  
g i v e n  aux(3A-3D-3E) 

' s / h e  g a v e  i t  t o  h e r / h i m '  

I t  is t h e  a g r e e m e n t  morphemes encoded  i n  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b  

w h i c h  i d e n t i f y  t h e  empty  p r o n o m i n a l s ;  t h u s ,  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

morphemes o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  w i l l  c o n v e y  a d i f f e r e n t  mean ing :  

( 5 )  a .  p r o  p r o  p r o  eman d i g u z u  
g i v e  a u x ( 3 A - l p l - 2 E )  

'You g a v e  i t  t o  u s '  

b .  p r o  p r o  p r o  eman d i z k i d a t e  
g i v e  a u x ( 3 p l A - I D - 3 p l E )  

'They g a v e  them t o  me' 

F o l l o w i n g  U r i a g e r e k a  (1986) and L a k a  & U r i a g e r e k a  (19871, I 

w i l l  a s sume  t h a t  i t  is t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  pro i n  t h e s e  

p o s i t i o n s  wha t  makes  it p o s s i b l e  t o  g e n e r a t e  left o r  r i g h t  

d i s l o c a t e d  a r g u m e n t s ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  way i n  wh ich  Romance 

l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  l i c e n s e  pro i n  t h e  S p e c i f i e r  o f  IF c a n  r i g h t  

- - - -  - 

b . The c o n v e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  g l o s s e s  are:  E = e r g a t i v e  
case; D = d a t i v e  case; A b s o l u t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  is o n l y  g l o s s e d  i n  
t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b ;  i t s  m a r k e r  is empty i n  t h e  a r g u m e n t .  
Agreement  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b  are  e n c o d e d  b y  a 
number f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  ( l = f i r s t  p e r s o n ,  2 = s e c o n d  p e r s o n  
e t c  . . . ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  case t o  w h i c h  i t  c o r r e s p o n d s .  



o r  l e f t  d i s l o c a t e  t h e  s u b j e c t .  I w i l l  a s sume t h a t  t h e  ' f r e e  

word o r d e r '  d i s p l a y e d  by  Basque  is i n  f a c t  a c o n s e q u e n c e  of 

t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  d i s l o c a t i o n s .  T h u s ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e n t e n c e s  (6), and  compare  them t o  t h o s e  i n  (1 ) :  

(6) a .  L Z P  proi p r 9  p rok  eman d i o ]  I r u n e k ,  Ibon i ,  e t x e a , ,  

b .  C X p  pro, prg proc: eman d i o ]  e txeq ,  I b o n i ,  I r u n e k ,  

C. e t x e a ,  I b o n i  , [ , , I runek  p r o ,  p r o  , eman d i o ]  

d .  [,, pro, I b o n i  p rq ,  eman d i o ]  e t x e a ,  I r u n e k ,  

The  e x a m p l e s  i n  ( 6 )  show o n l y  some o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

c o m b i n a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  a l l  a r g u m e n t s  c a n  b e  combined f r e e l y  

among t h e m s e l v e s ,  a s  wel l  a s  w i t h  p r o - d r o p p e d  a r g u m e n t s ,  

m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e  number o f  p o s s i b l e  s e n t e n c e s .  The o r d e r  

v a r i a t i o n s  are  n o t  s e m a n t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  

p r e v e r b a l  a r g u m e n t  c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  as f o c u s  u n d e r  t h e  

r i g h t  i n t o n a t i o n  p a t t e r n ,  and  t h e  r i g h t  d i s l o c a t e d  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  a re  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  t o p i c s  ( A l t u b e  ( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  

M i t x e l e n a  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  O r t i z  d e  U r b i n a  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ) 6  

G iven  t h e  f r e e d o m  d i s p l a y e d  by maximal  p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  

B a s q u e ,  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  c l a u s e  s t r u c t u r e  and dominance  

r e l a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  b a s e d  on t h e  s u r f a c e  

'. S u b j e c t  i n v e r s i o n  i n  Romance i s n ' t  s e m a t i c a l l y  i n e r t  
e i t h e r .  S e e  C o n t r e r a s  (1976)  f o r  S p a n i s h ,  C a l a b r e s e  ( 1 9 8 5 )  
f o r  I t a l i a n ,  Raposo ( 1 9 8 7 )  f o r  P o r t u g u e s e ,  and  B o n e t  ( 1 9 8 9 )  
f o r  C a t a l a n .  



o r d e r  o f  t h e  v e r b a l  a r g u m e n t s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e  

mus t  be drawn f r o m  p r o c e s s e s  o r  phenomena t h a t  e x h i b i t  

o r d e r i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s . .  

1.1.2. On heads: Verb, Aspect, I n f l e c t i o n .  

C o n t r a s t i n g  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  o r d e r  o f  v e r b a l  

a r g u m e n t s ,  t h e  v e r b  and  I n f l e c t i o n  h a v e  v e r y  s t r i c t  o r d e r i n g  

c o n s t r a i n t s  i n  B a s q u e .  I n  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ,  t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  mus t  f o l l o w  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b :  

( 7 )  a .  E t x e a  s r o r i  da 

h o u s e  f a l l e n  h a s  

'The h o u s e  f e l l  down'  

b .  * E t x e a  da  e r o r i  

h o u s e  h a s  f a l l e n  

( ' T h e  h o u s e  f e l l  down ' )  

The  f i r s t  e x a m p l e ,  ( ? a ) ,  is a w e l l  fo rmed d e c l a r a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  p r e c e d e s  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  

a u x i l i a r y .  ( 7 b ) ,  howeve r ,  is n o t  a l i c i t  o r d e r  i n  a 

d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e ;  a  s e q u e n c e  l i k e  t h e  o n e  i n  ( 7 b )  is 

o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  e m p h a t i c  s e n t e n c e s  ( s e e  c h a p t e r  2 ,  

s e c t i o n s  2 . 0  end 2 . 3  f o r  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  e m k h a t i c  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ) .  



On t o p  o f  t h i s  p r e c e d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  t h e r e  is a l s o  a 

s t r i c t  a d j a c e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t :  n o  c o n s t i t u e n t  c a n  i n t e r v e n e  

be tween  t h e  v e r b  and  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a l ; x i l i a r y : a s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 8 ) :  

( 8 )  a .  Etxea erori da 

h o u s e - t h e  f a l l - d o w n  h a s  

'The h o u s e  f e l l  down'  

b .  *erori e t x e a  da 

f a l l e n  h o u s e - t h e  h a s  

( ' T h e  h o u s e  f e l l  d o w n ' )  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  d a t a ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  v e r b  r a i s i n g  

t o  I n f l  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  ( a s  i n  Emonds (1976)), 

t h u s  y i e l d i n g  a s i n g l e  X - o n s t i t u e n t .  

- 

7 . The o n l y  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  i n t e r v e n e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
modal  p a r t i c l e s ,  wh ich  a p p e a r  c l i t i c i z e d  o n t o  I n f l :  

( i )  I b o n e k  h o r i  e s a n  omen zuen 
I b o n  t h a t  s a i d  a l l e g e d l y  had 
' I b o n  had a l l e g e d l y  s a i d  t h a t '  

( i i )  I b o n e k  h o r i  e s a n  o h i  z u e n  
I b o n  t h a t  s a i d  u s e  had  
' I b o n  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t '  

Hualde & O r t i z  d e  U r b i n a  (1987), a r s u e  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r t i c l e s  
are  g e n e r a t e d  i n  I n f l  i t s e l f .  



I w i l l  n o t  t a k e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w i l l  become 

more c l e a r  when n e g a t i o n  f a c t s  a re  d i s c u s s e d  b e l o w .  Instead, 

I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  V d o e s  n o t  r a i s e  t o  I n f l .  Under  t h i s  v i e w ,  

t h e n ,  t h e  r e a s o n  why n o  c o n s t i t u e n t  may i n t e r v e n e  be tween  V 

and  I n f l  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d j u n c t i o n  t o  

VP ( H a h a j a n  ( 1 9 9 0 ) ) .  

E m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  claim t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  Verb  

r a i s i n g  t o  I n f l  i n  c a s e s  l i k e  ( 7 a )  and ( 8 a )  is f o u n d  i n  a 

small s e t  o f  v e r b s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c a l l e d  synthetic, f o r  wh ich  

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  s o  f a r  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  c o m p l e t e l y .  

Whereas  mos t  v e r b s  i n  Basque  c o n s i s t  o f  a l e x i c a l  v e r b  

marked f o r  a s p e c t  and a n  a u x i l i a r y  t h a t  c a r r i e s  t h e  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  morpho logy ,  as i n  (7a) and  ( 8 a ) ,  s y n t h e t i c  

v e r b s  are  i n f l e c t e d  as a s i n g l e  u n i t ,  whe re  b o t h  t h e  l e x i c a l  

v e r b  and  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  morpho logy  merge t o g h e t h e r .  

T h u s ,  compare  t h e  v e r b a l  f o r m s  i n  ( 9 ) :  ( 9 a )  is a non-  

s y n t h e t i c  f o r m ,  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  we h a v e  s e e n  i n  p r e v i o u s  

e x a m p l e s ;  (9b)  is a s y n t h e t i c  fo rm o f  t h e  same v e r b  ekar ' t o  



b r i n g  '? 

( 9 )  a .  e k a r r - i  na-u-zu 
b r i n g - p e r f  me-have-ycu 

'You have  b r o u g h t  me' 

b .  n a - k a r - z u  
me-br ing-you  

'You b r i n g  me' 

The  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e s e  two t y p e s  o f  

v e r b a l  f o r m s  c a n n o t  b e  l e f t  t o  a l a t e  P h o n e t i c  Forms 

r e a d j u s t m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  c e r t a i n  s y n t a c t i c  phenomena ( l i k e  

n e g a t i o n ,  s e e  s e c t i o n  2 .  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  e m p h a t i c s  as  

shown i n  c h a p t e r  2 o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n )  s e p a r a t e  t h e  v e r b  

and  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n  i n  ( 9 a ) ,  b u t  n e v e r  i n  ( 9 b ) .  Hence ,  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i l l u s t r a t e  d i n  ( 9 )  is s y n t a c t i c  i n  n a t u r e ,  

b e c a u s e  s y n t a c t i c  phenomena are s e n s i t i v e  t o  i t .  

I n  t h e  h y s t o r y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  number o f  
s y n t h e t i c  ve.!bs and  t h e  u s a g e  of t h e  s y n t h e t i c  f o r m s  h a s  
been  d e c l i n i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  p e r i p h r a s t i c  f o r m s .  
T h u s ,  f r o m  a p ~ r o x i m a t e l y  80 v e r b s  t h a t  were i n f l e c t e d  
s y n t h e t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  X V I  c e i : t u r y  (La fon  (1943) ) ,  t h e  grammar 
of Euskaltzaindia ( 1 9 8 7 )  l is ts  o n l y  24. T h e r e  d o e s  n o t  seem 
t o  b e  any  s e m a n t i c  o r  s y n t a c t i c  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  
what  v e r b s  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  s y n t h e t i c  c l a s s ;  r a t h e r ,  t h i s  l o o k s  
l i k e  a l e x i c a l  i d i o s y n c r a c y .  F o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r ,  t h e  v e r b s  r~owadays  s u b j e c t  t o  s y n t h e t i c  
i n f l e c t i o n  a re  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  egon s t a y ,  e t o r r i  come, i b i l i  
w a l k ,  joan g o ,  a t x e k i  h o l d ,  er ion d r i p ,  etzan l i e ,  j a r r a i k i  
f o l l o w ,  eduki h a v e ,  ekarr i  b r i - ~ g ,  e r a b i l i  u s e ,  eraman b r i n g ,  
eronn t a k e ,  j a k i n  know, entzun h e a r ,  e r i t z i  t o  seem t o  x ,  
erran say, ezagutu meet, ihardun e n g a g e ,  i k u s i  see,  iraun 
l a s t ,  i r u d i  l o o k  l i k e .  



1.1.2.2 The Aspect Project ion.  

The c o n t r a s t  between s y n t h e t i c  ( 9 b )  v e r s u s  n o n - s y n t h e t i c  

( 9 a )  v e r b a l  fo rms  is v e r y  s i m p l y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i f  we assume 

t h a t  Verb r a i s i n g  t o  I n f l  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  i n  

( 9 b ) ,  b u t  n o t  i n  ( 9 a ) .  Hence, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  

s h a p e  of s y n t h e t i c  v e r b s  a s  opposed t o  n o n - s y n t h e t i c  o n e s  is 

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  r a i s i n g  v e r s u s  n o n - r a s i n g  o f  t h e  Verb t o  I n f l .  

The c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  when a v e r b  o f  the s y n t h e t i c  

c l a s s  r a i s e s  t o  I n f l  is t h e  a s p e c t u a l  morphology.  A v e r b  o f  

t h e  s y n t h e t i c  c l a s s  w i l l  d i s p l a y  a s y n t h e t i c  form o n l y  when 

a s p e c t  is n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  and n o n - h a b i t u a l .  P e r f e c t i v e  and 

h a b i t u a l  f o r m s  show an o v e r t  a s p e c t  marker  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

l ex ica l  v e r b  ( 9 a ) ;  s y n t h e t i c  fo rms  have  a p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

meaning,  b u t  no  o v e r t  a s p e c t  marker  ( 9 b ) .  Thus ,  t h e  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  is t h a t  an o v e r t  a s p e c t  marker  p r e v e n t s  

r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  v e r b  t o  I n f l .  I f  no  o v e r t  a s p e c t  marker  is 

p r e s e n t ,  t h e  v e r b  w i l l  ra ise  t o  I n f l y  

9 . I n  t h e  c a s e  of  modals ,  w e  f i n d  n o n - i n c o r p o r a t e d  
fo rms  t h a t  d o  n o t  d i s p l a y  any o v e r t  a s p e c t  marker :  

( i )  e k a r  na-za  -ke -zu 
b r i n g  me-root-mod-you 
'you can  b r i n g  m e '  

T h e r e  are a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  f o r m s ,  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e y  are q u i t e  
l i t e r a r y  and n e a r l y  a r c h a i c ) :  

( i i )  na-KAR -ke -zu 
me-br ing-mod-you 
'You c a n  b r i n g  m e '  

P resumably ,  t h e r e  are two ways t o  c o n s t r u c t  modals  i n  modern 
Basque:  one  o f  them, t h e  o l d e s t  o n e ,  n e a r l y  gone  from spoken 
l e n g u a g e ,  is t h e  one i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( i i ) ,  whsre  t h e  v e r b a l  



T h e s e  f a c t s  a re  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  u n d e r ' t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  

Basque  h a s  an A s p e c t  P h r a s e ,  headed  b y  t h e  a s p e c t u a l  

morpheme i t s e l f :  

I n  n o n - s y n t h e t i c  f o r m s ,  t h e  v e r b  r a i s e s  t o  a s p e c t  and  t h e  

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  u n i t  [ v e r b - a s p e c t ]  is c r e a t e d  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ;  

n o  f u t h e r  r a i s i n g  t o  I n f l  t a k e s  p l a c e .  T h i s  a c o u n t s  f o r  

f o r m s  l i k e  ( 9 a )  whe re  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  and  a s p e c t  a r e  

d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y :  

(11) 

ASP INFL 

r o o t  r a i s e s  t o  I n f l ;  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ,  more a c t i v e  i n  modern 
B a s q u e ,  h a s  a n  empty  a s p e c t  m a r k e r  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  v e r b  f rom 
r a i s i n g .  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  w e s t e r n  d i a l e c t s  o f  
B a s q u e ,  whe re  m o d a l s  d o  d i s p l a y  a n  o v e r t  p e r f e c t i v e  
a s p e c t u a l  m a r k e r  on  t h e  v e r b :  

( i i i )  e k a r r - i  n  - e i  - k e  -zu 
b r i n g - p e r f  me- roo t -nod-you  
'you c a n  b r i n g  m e '  



Let u s  a s sume  t h a t  B a s q u e  l e x i c a l  v e r b s  a re  bound morphemes 

t h a t  n e e d  t o  a t t a c h  t o  a b a s e  by S - s t r u c t u r e i ?  I n  a c a s e  

l i k e  ( l l ) ,  a s p e c t  is p r o v i d i n g  s u c h  a b a s e .  Holvever, i f  t h e  

a s p e c t  head  is empty ,  a s  i n  ( 1 2 ) ,  t h e  v e r b  s t i l l  l a c k s  a 

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  b a s e  a f t e r  r a i s i n g  t o  i t .  T h u s ,  t h e  v e r b  

r a i s e s  f u r t h e r  t o  I n f l ,  g e n e r a t i n g  a s i n g l e  i n f l e c t e d  u n i t  

i n  t h e  o v e r t  s y n t a x :  

ASP INFL 

Whenever t h e r e  i s  a p r o c e s s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  

a u x i l i a r y  b u t  n o t  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b ,  a s y n t h e t i c  f o r m  w i l l  

show t h e  same p a t t e r n  as t h e  a u x i l i a r y .  T h i s  is e x p e c t e d  

u n d e r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  g i v e n  a b o v e ,  s i n c e  a n y  s y n t a c t i c  p r o c e s s  

i n v o l v i n g  t h e  head  I n f l  w i l l  a f f e c t  e q u a l l y  i n f l e c t e d  

a u x i l i a r i e s  and  s y n t h e t i c  f o r m s .  I n  what  f o l o w s ,  t h e n ,  i t  

s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  when I r e f e r  t o  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  

a u x i l i a r y ,  s y n t h e t i c  v e r b s  a re  a l s o  i n c l u d e d .  

A13 . F o l l o w i n g  t h e  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  f i l t e r  i n  L a s n i k  
( 1 9 8 1 ) :  'A m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  r e a l i z e d  a f f i x  mus t  be r e a l i z e d  
as a s y n t a c t i c  d e p e n d e n t  a t  S u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e . '  See a l s o  
Chomsky (1989),  where  do s u p p o r t  i n  i n t e r r o g a t i v e s  is 
e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  a f f i x  Q i n  Comp b e  
' c o m p l e t e d '  i n  o v e r t  s y n t a x  b y  XO r a i s i n g .  



T h i s  a s p e c t u a l  p r o j e c t i o n  is o f  c o u r s e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  

Basque ;  s e v e r a l  i n d e p e n d e n t  works  h a v e  c l a i m e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a n  A s p e c t  P h r a s e , .  b a s e d  on d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  e v i d e n c e  

f rom a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  l a n g u a g e s .  S e e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  M a n f r e d i  

( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  Cheng ( 1 9 8 9 )  f o r  C h i n e s e ,  Demi rdache  ( 1 9 8 9 )  f o r  

E g i p t i a n  A r a b i c ,  I a t r i d o u  ( 1 9 8 9 )  f o r  E n g l i s h  and  F r e n c h ,  

I h i o n u  ( 1 9 8 9 )  f o r  I g b o  and  H e n d r i c k  ( 1 9 9 0 )  f o r  I r i s h  and 

B r e t o n .  See a l s o  c h a p t e r  3 i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  a n  AspP 

i n  S p a n i s h ,  wh ich  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  a u x i l i a r y - p a r t i c i p l e  

f o r m s  as opposed  t o  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r m s  l a c k i n g  a u x i l i a r y  

v e r b s .  

1.2.BASQUB SENTENCE NEGATION. 

1.2.1. The Phenomenon. 

The o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  ez ' n o t '  i n d u c e s  

r a d i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  

E a s q u e .  F i r s t ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  v e r b  p r e c e d e  t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  ( 7 a )  is r e v e r s e d .  I n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ,  

t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  mus t  p r e c e d e  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b ,  a s  

shown i n  ( 1 3 ) :  



(13) a. * e t x e a  erori e z  da 
h o u s e - t h e  f a l l e n  no  h a s  

( ' T h e  house  d i d n ' t  f a l l  down')  

b .  e t x e a  ez da  erori 
h o u s e - t h e  no  h a s  f a l l e n  

'The house  d i d n ' t  f a l l  down' 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  a d j a c e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  by which no 

c o n s t i t u e n t  c o u l d  i n t e r v e n e  between V and I n f l  d o e s  no 

l o n g e r  h o l d  i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  The examples  i n  ( 1 4 a )  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t :  t h e  s u b j e c t  etxea is i n t e r v e n i n g  

between t h e  a u x i l i a r y  and t h e  v e r b .  

( 1 4 )  ez da e t x e a  erori 
no h a s  house - the  f a l l e n  

'The house  d i d n ' t  f a l l '  

I n  f a c t ,  any  k i n d  and number of  c o n s t i t u e n t s  can  i n t e r v e n e  

between t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  and t h e  v e r b  when t h e  

s e n t e n c e  is n e g a t i v e ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (IS), where t h e  

s u b j e c t  Irunek, t h e  d a t i v e  argument  Iboni and t h e  d i r e c t  
b 

o b j e c t  etxea a l l  t h r e e  a p p e a r  i n  between t h e  a u x i l i a r y  and 

t h e  v e r b :  

( 1 5 )  ez dio I r u n e k  I b o n i  e t x e a  eman 
no h a s  I r u n e  I b o n - t o  house - the  g i v e n  

' I r u n e  h a s n ' t  g i v e n  t h e  house  t o  I b o n '  



The p a t t e r n  t h a t  e m e r g e s  i n  n e g a t i v e  c l a u s e s  is t h u s  t h e  

e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o l l o w e d  by  d e c l a r a t i v e  

c l a u s e s .  I n  d e c l a r a t i v e  c l a u s e s  t h e  v e r b  mus t  p r e c e d e  t h e  

a u x i l i a r y ;  i n  n e g a t i v e  c l a u s e s  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  mus t  p r e c e d e  

t h e  v e r b .  I n  d e c l a r a t i v e  c l a u s e s  t h e  v e r b  and t h e  a u x i l i a r y  

mus t  be s t r i c t l y  a d j a c e n t ;  i n  n e g a t i v e  c l a u s e s  t h e r e  is no 

a d j a c e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  a t  a l l ,  and  a n y  number of c o n s t i t u e n t s  

c a n  o c c u r  i n  be tween  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  and t h e  v e r b .  

1.2.2. The Analysis. 

F o l l o w i n g  r e c e n t  work by P o l l o c k  (1989) on n e g a t i o n  i n  

E n g l i s h  and  F r e n c h ,  I w i l l  a s sume  t h a t  ez ' n o t *  i n  Basque  is 

a head  p r o j e c t i n g  a  N e g a t i v e  P h r a s e  ( h e n c e f o r t h  NegP) . 

U n l i k e  t h e  unmarked c a s e  i n  t h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  t h o u g h ,  Neg is an 

i n i t i a l  h e a d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  f i n a l ,  and u n l i k e  F r e n c h  and 

E n g l i s h ,  whe re  NegP is t h e  complement  o f  I ,  Neg t a k e s  I P  as 

a complement  i n  Basque. T h a t  is t o  say,  F r e n c h  and E n g l i s h  

h a v e  I F  i n t e r n a l  n e g a t i o n ,  w h e r e a s  Basque  n e g a t i o n  is 

e x t e r n a l  t o  I P .  We w i l l  l a t e r  see t h a t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  

p l a c e m e n t  o f  n e g a t i o n  h a s  c e r t a i n  e m p i r i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  

A n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  i n  B a s q a e  is g e n e r a t e d  i n  D - s t r u c t u r e  a s  

i n  (16 ) :  



(16) NegP 
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I n  t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  N e g a t i o n  and  I n f l  sit a t  t h e  two 

o p p o s i t e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  P h r a s e  Marke r ;  however ,  as w e  have  

s e e n  i n  p r e v i o u s - e x a m p l e s ,  n e g a t i o n  o c c u r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

l e f t  o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y .  Hence ,  N e g a t i o n  and  I n f l  must 

e v e n t u a l l y  merge t o g h e t h e r ,  a t  some l e v e l  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

I claim t h a t  t h e  m e r g i n g  o f  N e g a t i o n  and I n f l  r e s u l t s  f rom 

r a i s i n g  o f  I n f l  t o  Neg. T h i s  movement s a t i s f i e s  t h e  Kead 

Movement C o n s t r a i n t  ( T r a v i s  (1984) ) :  

( 1 7 )  Head Movement C o n s t r a i n t  (HHC) 

An XO may o n l y  move i n t o  t h e  Y" which  p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n s  

it. 

I n  t h e  case u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  I n f l  is moving t o  t h e  head  

i m m e d i a t e l y  d o m i n a t i n g  i t ;  i n  t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  t h e  t r a c e  

( t )  l e f t  b e h i n d  is g o v e r n e d  by  i ts  a n t e c e d e n t  (Baker 

(1988)) .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  is a s t a n d a r d  i n s t a n c e  o f  h e a d - t o -  head 

movement . 



L e t  u s  assume,  h e n c e ,  that t h e  merging of  n e g a t i o n  and t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  mapping from D -  

s t r u c t u r e  t o  S - s t r u c t u r e  by ra i s ing  o f  I n f l  t o  t h e  Neg head.  

T h i s  movement r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (18) ' L  

I t  is t h i s  head movement t h a t  c a u s e s  t h e  d i s l o c a t e d  p a t t e r n  

o f  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e c e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 1 3 a )  and ( 1 4 ) ,  r e p e a t e d  

h e r e  as ( 1 9 a ,  b ) :  

If we were t o  c l a i n i  t h a t  Neg l o w e r s  o n t o  I n f l ,  t h e  
t r a c e  l e f t  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  would s a t i s f y  t h e  ECF a t  LF 
p r o v i d e d  t h e  head [ I n f l [ N e g ] ]  r a i s e s  a t  LF,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  
way Tense  r a i s e s  i n  E n g l i s h  a f t e r  S - s t r u c t u r e  a f f i x - l o w e r i n g  
o n t o  t h e  v e r h  (Chomsky 1989) .  Under t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  
however,  a  s e n t e n c e  where t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  p r e c e d e s  [Neg- 
I n f l ]  s h o u l d  b e  g r a m m a t i c a l ;  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 9 a ) ,  
however,  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  case.  I n  o r d e r  t o  rule o u t  ( 9 a )  we 
would have t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  n e g a t i o n  f o r c e s  
a  f u r t h e r  movement o f  t h e  v e r b  somewhere t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
I n f l .  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  is p r o b l e m a t i c  i n  t h a t  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  
t o  imag ine  why t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  Nega t ion  would f o r c e  t h e  v e r b  
t o  move r i g h t w a r d s  o b l i g a t o r i l y .  Moreover,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  d e l e t i o n  and N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Item l i c e n s i n g  i n  sections 
1 . 2 . 3 .  and 1 . 2 . 4  below would f i n d  no e x p l a n a t i o n .  



(19)  a. e t x e a  e z  d a  e r o r i  
h o u s e - t h e  n o  h a s  f a l l e n  

'The h o u s e  h a s n ' t  f a l l e n  down' 

b .  e z  d a  etxea e r o r i  
n o  h a s  h o u s e - t h e  f a l l e n  

'The h o u s e  h a s n ' t  f a l l e n  down* 

We c a n  now a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  p a t t e r n :  (19a, b )  a r e  b o t h  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  a d j u n c t i o n  o f  I n f l  t o  Neg, t h e  only d i f f e r e n c e  

be tween  t h e  two s e n t e n c e s  b e i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the f o r m e r  has 

a l e f t  d i s l o c a t e d  a r g u m e n t  ( C f .  section 1.1. ) .  

The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of ( 1 9 b )  is g i v e n  i n  ( 2 0 ) :  

(20 ) NegP 

Neg 
n 

1 
I 

ez  da, 

As d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  movement of I n f l  t o  Neg d o e s  n o t  v i o l a t e  

a n y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  Grammar, and  it  g i v e s  t h e  d e s i r e d  

r e s u l t s  i n  terms o f  t h e  data t o  be a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  I t  

t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  r i g h t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  



phenomena? Note though  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  s t a b l i s h e d  y e t  

whether  t h i s  movement t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  opposed 

t o ,  s a y ,  P h o n e t i c  Form; a n d ,  s o  f a r ,  no  e x p l a n a t i o n  has been 

p r o v i d e d  a s  t o  what i n  t h e  Grammar i n d u c e s  a movement l i k e  

t h i s .  The two main c l a i m s  made i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e :  

a) Neg is  g e n e r a t e d  above I P  i n  Basque 

b )  I n f l  is f o r c e d  t o  move t o  Neg by S - s t r u c t u r e .  

I n - t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s ,  I w i l l  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  . 

i n  f a v o r  of  t h e s e  two c l a i m s .  F i r s t ,  I w i l l  a r g u e  f o r  ( a ) ,  

b a s e d  on c o m p a r a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  from D e l e t i o n  ( s e c t i o n  1 . 2 . 3 . )  

and N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  I t e m  l i c e n s i n g  ( s e c t i o n  1 . 2 . 4 . ) ,  b o t h  

i n  E n g l i s h  and Basque.  S e c o n d l y ,  i n  s e c t i o n  1 . 2 . 5 .  I w i l l  

argue t h a t  ( b )  is a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Tense  C-command 

C o n d i t i o n ,  a u n i v e r s a l  r e q u i r e m e n t .  

1.2.3. Evidence from Dele t ion .  

The f i r s t  p i e c e  of  i n d e p e n d e n t  e v i d e n c e  s u p o r t  i n g  t h e  c l a i m  

t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  N e g a t i v e  P h r a s e  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  Tense  is different in Basque and E n g l i s h  comes 

2 1  . Although i t  is o r t h o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  
i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ,  the n e g a t i v e  e l e m e n t  is a c l i t i c  on t h e  
a u x i l i a r y ,  and i t  i n d u c e s  a s e r i e s  o f  p h o n o l o g i c a l  changes 
i n  i t  ( C f .  Hualde (1988) and r e f e r e n c e s  t h e r e i n ) .  



f r o m  deletion. The s t r u c t u r e  of Basque  negative c l a u s e s  

p r o p o s e d  h e r e  is r e p e a t e d  i n  ( 2 1 a ) ,  w h e r e a s  ( 2 1 b )  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  n e g a t i v e  c l a u s e  

( P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  Chomsky ( 1 9 8 9 ) ) :  

( 2 1 )  a .  B a s q u e  

NegP 

Neg 
- 

AP I 

b .  E n g l i s h  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  (21)) i t  s h o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e l e t e  I P  i n  

B a s q u e ,  l e a v i n g  NegP i n t a c t ,  b u t  t h e  same s y n t a c t i c  

o p e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  b e c a u s e  NegP is 

' n e s t e d '  i n  be tween  I P  (=TP) and  AP'? 

The  p r e d i c t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  is t h a t  i n  a case o f  c o n j u n c t i o n -  

i n d u c e d  d e l e t i o n ,  whe re  o n e  c o n j u n c t  is d e c l a r a t i v e  and  t h e  

o t h e r  o n e  is n e g a t i v e ,  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  s h o u l d  o b t a i n  i n  

Basque  and  E n g l i s h :  i n  B a s q u e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  

'". AP h e r e  is u s e d  a s  a c o v e r  term f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  
u n d e r  IP/TP.  Under t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  Basque  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e ,  AP 
s t a n d s  f o r  Aspect P h r a s e .  However ,  u n d e r  P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 )  AP 
i n  E n g l i s h  s t a n d s  f o r  Agreement  P h r a s e ,  and u n d e r  Chomsky 
( 1 9 8 9 )  it s t a n d s  f o r  Object Agreement  P h r a s e .  What t h e  name 
o r  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  p r o j e c t i o n  is w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  
E n g l i s h  AP is a c t u a l l y  a n  A s p e c t  P h r a s e  ( I a t r i d o u  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ) .  
For e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  AP i n  Basque  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a n y  k i n d  o f  
Agreement  P h r a s e ,  see L a k a  ( 1 9 8 8 )  and  Cheng & Demi rdash  
( 1 9 9 0 ) .  



d e l e t e  t h e  I P  and l e a v e  o n l y  t h e  NegP, which would n o t  b e  

r e c o v e r a b l e ;  i n  E n g l i s h ,  t h o u g h ,  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  would n o t  b e  

a v a i l a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  NegP is domina ted  by I P ,  and t h u s  IP .  

c o u l d  n o t  b e  d e l e t e d  w i t h o u t  d e l e t i n g  w i t h  i t  t h e  non-, 

r e c o v e r a b l e  NegP. T h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is b o r n e  o u t .  

A c o n j u n c t i o n  l i k e  t h e  one  j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  h a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

b e h a v i o u r  i n  E n g l i s h :  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  l e a v e  u n d e l e t e d  

only t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  are n o t  r e c o v e r a b l e  ( 2 2 ) :  

( 2 2 )  *Mary bought  a book and P e t e r  n o t  

R a t h e r ,  it is n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e a v e  u n d e l e t e d  t h e  s u p o r t i n g  

' d o '  as w e l l ,  a s  i n  ( 2 3 a ) :  

( 2 3 )  a .  Mary bough t  a book and P e t e r  d i d n ' t  

b .  Mary h a s  bough t  a book and P e t e r  h a s n ' t  

S i m i l a r l y ,  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  (which  d o  r a i s e  t o  l n f l  and t h u s  

d o  n o t  t r i g g e r  'do s u p p o r t '  (Ernonds (1976) )  c a n n o t  be  

d e l e t e d ,  as shown i n  (23b) .  The paradigm i n  ( 2 3 )  t h e r e f o r e  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I P  c a n n o t  b e  d e l e t e d  when s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n  is n o t  r e c o v e r a b l e .  

Note t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  from some g e n e r a l  

c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  d i s a l l o w s  a d v e r b s  from o c c u r i n g  by t h e m s e l v e s  



i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  n o r  f r o m  some p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  

d e l e t i o n  o f  T e n s e .  T h u s ,  i t  is p e r f e c t l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  have  

s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( 2 4 ) :  

( 2 4 )  Hary  b o u g h t  a book ,  and P e t e r  t o o .  

Where I n f l e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  d e l e t e d  Now, i f  we t u r n  t o  

Basque ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  e x a c t  c o r r e l a t e  o f  ( 2 2 )  is 

p e r f e c t l y  g r a m m a t i c a l ,  as shown i n  ( 2 5 ) :  

(25)  M a r i k  l i b u r u a  e r o s i  d u  eta P e r u k  e z  
Mari b o o k - t h e  b o u g h t  h a s  and P e t e r  n o  

'Mary h a s  b o u g h t  t h e  book a n d  P e t e r  h a s n ' t '  

T h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 2 5 )  is n o t  a case o f  c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  

on t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h a t  is, it d o e s  n o t  mean "Mary b o u g h t  t h e  

b o o k ,  n o t  P e t e r " .  C o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  would 

p l a c e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  morpheme p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  n o t  

f o l l o w i n g  it?. 

2 4  . I t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e :  
( i )  Mary b o u g h t  a book and  P e t e r  d i d  t o o  

P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e  a d v e r b  i n  ( i )  is m o d i f y i n g  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  example  i n  t h e  t e x t  i t  o n l y  m o d i f i e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a r g u m e n t .  As f a r  a s  t h e  p o i n t  made i n  t h e  t e x t  is c o n c e r n e d ,  
i t  is enough  t o  show that t h e r e  is  n o  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  
d e l e t i n g  T e n s e  i n  E n g l i s h .  

L 3 . The s e n t e n c e  would l o o k  l i k e :  
( i )  H A R I K  e r o s i  du  l i b u r u a ,  e z  PERUK 

where b o t h  s u b j e c t s  are  f o c a l i z e d .  C o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  
i n  Basque p r e c e d e s  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  i t  has s c o p e  o v e r .  



The e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why E n g l i s h  and  Basque  b e h a v e  d i f f e r e n t l y  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  IP d e l e t i o n  i n  t h e s e  cases is 

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  u.nder t h e  p r o p o s a l  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e :  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  d e l e t i o n  o f  I P  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  

d e l e t i o n  of NcgP a s  wel l ,  u n d e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  

c a n n o t  a f f e c t  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  c h u n k s  o f  t h e  P h r a s e  M a r k e r .  

However ,  n o t h i n g  p r e v e n t s  d e l e t i o n  o f  I F  i n  Basque  i n  t h e s e  

cases, because NegP is n o t  d o m i n a t e d  by I F ,  and  t h u s  i t  c a n  

be l e f t  i n t a c t  a f t e r  d e l e t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  I F .  

N o t e  f i n a l l y  t h a t  it c a n n o t  be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  

e x a m p l e  i n  ( 2 2 )  is p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  B a s q u e  case i n  ( 2 5 ) .  T h a t  

is, i t  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  not i n  ( 2 2 )  is 

t h e  head  of a NegP g e n e r a t e d  a b o v e  TP.  If t h i s  were t h e  

case, t h e  not i n  ( 2 2 )  s h o u l d  b e h a v e  l i k e  a s e n t e n c e  
.? 

n e g a t i o n ,  n o t  l i k e  a c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

However ,  ( 2 2 )  is u n g r a m m a t i c a l  i f  t h e  o b j e c t  agpgk  is 

f o c a l i z e d  ( o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i t  would mean t h a t  Mary d i d  n o t  

buy a  book b u t  s h e  b o u g h t  P e t e r  i n s t e a d ) .  I n  t h e  Basque  

example  i n  ( 2 5 ) ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  o b j e c t  l i b u r u a  c a n  

i n  f a c t  b e  f o c a l i z e d  and  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is p e r f e c t l y  

g r a m m a t i c a l ,  mean ing  'Mary b o u g h t  A BOOK, P e t e r  d i d n ' t ' .  

T h i s  c o n t r a s t  f o l l o w s  n a t u r a l l y  fo rm t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o t  is a 

c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w h e r e a s  ( 2 5 )  

is t r u l y  a c a s e  o f  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n ,  whe re  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

e l e m e n t  h e a d s  a NegP a b o v e  T P .  



1.2.4.  Begative Polarity Item L i c e n s i n g .  

The s e c o n d  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  claim t h a t  NegP 

d o m i n a t e s  I P  i n  Basque  comes f rom N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Item 

(NPI)  l i c e n s i n g  by  n e g a t i o n .  NPI l i c e n s i n g  is an  e x t e n s i v e l y  

s t u d i e d  t o p i c ,  and  I d o  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  i n  i t s  

who le  h e r e .  R a t h e r ,  I w i l l  be c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  NPI l i c e n s i n g  

by  n e g a t i o n ;  t o  be more s p e c i f i c ,  t h e  cases t o  be d i s c u s s e d  

are  t h o s e  i n  w h i c h ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  a ' n e a r b y '  s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n ,  the NPI is i n t e r p r e t e d  as no[xjA? 

I t  is a well known f a c t  t h a t  E n g l i s h  d i s p l a y s  a s u b j e c t -  

o b j e c t  asymmetry  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  14PI l i c e n s i n g ,  i n  t h a t  

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  l i c e n s e  subject NPIs ,  b u t  i t  

l i c e n s e s  o b j e c t  NPIs: 

( 2 7 )  a. *Anybody d i d n ' t  come 

b .  Hary  d i d n ' t  see a n y t h i n g  

T h e s e  f a c t s  a r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by a s s u m i n g  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  

l i c e n s e s  NPIs  u n d e r  c-command a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  E a r l y  works  on 

t h e  t o p i c  t o o k  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h i s  p o z i t i o n .  T h u s ,  Klima (1964) 

A 6  . T h a t  is ,  cases l i k e  ' anybody  c o u l d  d o  t h a t '  o r  ' h a s  
anybody s e e n  n a r y ? '  whe re  t h e  NPI is n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d  as 
n o [ x )  a r e  n o t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  



proposed  a s u p p l e t i o n  rule d e r i v i n g  NPIs  from u n d e r l y i n g  

p o s i t i v e  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  which a p p l i e d  t o  e x p r e s s i o n s  p j e c e d e d  

and commanded by a n  o v e r t  n e g a t i o n  ' I n  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

l i k e  t h e  one p roposed  h e r e  f o r  Basque (Zla) ,  n e g a t i o n  c- 

commands a l l  a rguments  i n  I P .  T h i s  c o r r e c t l y  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  

Basque w i l l  a l l o w  NPIs i n  s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  

i n  ( 2 7 ) :  

( 2 7 )  a .  Ez d i o  inork I b o n i  e t x e a  eman 
no h a s  anybody I b o n - t o  h o u s e - t h e  g i v e n  

'Nobody h a s  g i v e n  t h e  house  t o  I b o n '  

( L i t :  anybody h a s n ' t  g i v e n  t h e  house  t o  I b o n )  

b. Ez d a  i n o r  e t o r r i  
no h a s  anybody cone  

'Nobody came' 

( L i t :  anybody d i d n ' t  come) 

The examples  i n  (27a)  and ( 2 7 b )  show e r g a t i v e  and 

a b s o l u t i v e  s u b j e c t  NPIs r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  n e g a t i o n  

l i c e n s e s  t h e  P o l a r i t y  Item; hence ,  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  h a s  n o t h i n g  

A 7  . K l i m a ' s  r u l e  a p p l i e d  i f  t h e  i t e m  was ' i n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h '  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  A c o n s t i t u e n t  is ' i n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h *  a n o t h e r  c o n s t i t u e n t  i f  t h e  fo rmer  is 
dominated  by t h e  f i r s t  b r a n c h i n g  node t h a t  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  
l a t t e r .  The c o n c e p t  is t h u s  t h e  c o n v e r s e  of t h e  c-command 
n o t i o n .  



t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  a t  D - s t r u c t u r e a o  

The  example  i n  ( 2 6 )  shows  t h a t  t h e s e  l e x i c a l  i tems a r e  

i n d e e d  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items: i n  t h i s  example  inor  is n o t  

i n ' t h e  domain  o f  a l i c e n s e r ,  and  t h u s  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is  

u n g r a m m a t i c a l :  

( 2 8 )  * i n o r  e t o r r i  d a  
anybody  come has 

T h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  a d j a c e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  t h o  l i c e n s i n g  is 

shown by  t h e  e x a m p l e  i n  ( 2 9 ) ,  where  t h e  e r g a t i v e  s u b e j c t  

i n t e r v e n e s  be tween  n e g a t i o n  and  t h e  NPI ;  

( 2 9 )  Ez d i o ,  [ I b o n e k  i n o r i  e t x e a  eman t,] 
n o  h a s  I b o n  a n y b o d y - t o  h o u s e - t h e  g i v e n  

' I b o n  h a s n ' t  g i v e n  t h e  h o u s e  t o  a n y b o d y '  

l B  . I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  NPI l i c e n s i n g  d i f f e r s  f r o m  
p a r t i t i v e  case a s s i g n m e n t .  P a r t i t i v e  C a s e  r e s e m b l e s  NPIs  i n  
t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  a l i c e n s e r :  

( i)  ez d u  e t x e r i k  e r o s i  ( i i )  * e t x e r i k  e r o s i  du  
n o  h a s  h o u s e - p a r t  b o u g h t  h o u s e - p a r t  b o u g h t  h a s  

' s h e  h a s n ' t  b o u g h t  any h o u s e '  ( * s h e  h a s  b o u g h t  a n y  
h o u s e )  

( i i i ) e t x e r i k  e r o s i  d u ?  ( i v )  e t x e r i k  e r o s i k o  b a l u  
h o u s e - p a r t  b o u g h t  h a s  h o u s e - p a r t  b o u g h t  i f - w o u l d  

'Has s h e  b o u g h t  a n y  h o u s e ? '  ' I f  s h e  b o u g h t  a n y  h o u s e '  

However ,  p a r t i t i v e  d i f f e r s  fo rm NPI l i c e n s i n g  i n  t h a t  o n l y  
D - s t r u c t u r e  o b j e c t s  c a n  b e  a s s i g n e d  t h i s  case ( L e v i n  
(1983)) :  

( v )  e z  d a  u m e r i k  e t o r r i  ( v i )  *ez  d u  u m e r i k  h o r i  eg in  
n o  h a s  k i d - p a r t  a r r i v e d  n o  h a s  k i d - p a r t  this done 

'No k i d  h a s  a r r i v e d '  ( ' N o  k i d  h a s  d o n e  t h i s ' )  

T h i s  C a s e  T h e o r e t i c  r e s t r i c t i o n  p r e v e n t s  p a r t i t i v e  NPIs  f rom 
a p p e a r i n g  i n  p l a c e  of e r g a t i v e  o r  d a t i v e  a r g u m e n t s ,  t h u s  
make them u n s u i t a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p u r e l y  t h e  s c o p e  o f  Neg. 



T h e r e  are two cases of n e g a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  

same e f f e c t s  t h a t  B a s q u e  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  d o e s ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  a l s o  c-command t h e  who le  IP a t  S - S t r u c t u r e .  

The  f i r s t  case is t h e  DO way c o l l o q u i a l  n e g a t i o n  u s e d  i n  

some regis ters  and  v a r i e t i e s  o f  E n g l i s h ?  T h i s  k i n d  o f  

n e g a t i o n  d o e s  i n d e e d  l i c e n s e  s u b j e c t  NPIs i n  E n g l i s h ,  as  

(30)  i l l u s t r a t e s :  

(30)  No way anybody  is g o n n a  t e l l  me w h a t  t o  d o  

The  n e g a t i v e  a d v e r b  no  nay is i n  a p r e s e n t e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  

e i t h e r  a d j o i n e d  t o  I P  o r  a t  some h i g h e r  p o s i t i o n .  F o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  it is e n o u g h  t h a t  i t  Lz c- 

commanding I P  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  I t a k e  t o  be 

u n c o l ~ t r o v e r s i a l ,  g i v e n  t h a t  i t  p r e c e d e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  

s e n t e n c e .  

The  s e c o n d  case is f o u n d  i n  t h e  phenomenon t h a t  Kl ima (1964)  

c a l l e d  " N e g - p r e p o s i n g " :  a n e g a t i v e  c o n s t i t u e n t  is f r o n t e d  t o  

s e n t e n c e  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t r i g g e r i n g  a u x - i n v e r s i o n .  I n  

cases o f  " N e g - p r e p o s i n g "  a l s o ,  s u b j e c t  NPIs a re  l i c e n s e d  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  B a s q u e .  The  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  Gould's 

d e r f u l  Life i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  f a c t :  

L 9  . T h a n k s  D .  P e s e t s k y  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  f a c t s  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  



(31) Not  s i n c e  t h e  Lord  h i m s e l f  showed h i s  s t u f f  t o  

E z e k i e l  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  d r y  b o n e s  had anyone 

b r o u g h t  s u c h  grace t o  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n i m a l s  

f r o m  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  s k e l e t o n s .  

N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Item l i c e n s i n g  d a t a ,  t h e n ,  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  

empirical s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  p r o p o s e d :  N e g a t i o n  is 

g e n e r a t e d  a b o v e  I P  i n  B a s q u e .  n o r e o v e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  l o w e r  t o  

I n f l  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ;  i n s t e a d ,  i t  s t a y s  in a p o s i t i o n  whe re  

i t  c-commands t h e  e x t e r n a l  a r g u m e n t  o f  I P .  

1.2.5. The Tense C-command Condit ion.  

The o n l y  main p o i n t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  Basque  n e g a t i o n  

p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  have  a p r i n c i p l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  

y e t  is why i t  is t h a t  I n f l  mus t  r a i se  t o  neg by  S - s t r u c t u r e .  

N o t i c e  t h a t  n o t h i n g  in o u r  T h e o r y  of Grammar would go wrong 

i f  n e g a t i o n  and  I n f l  stayed s e p a r a t e  a l s o  a t  S - S t r u c t u r e ,  a s  

t h e y  a r e  a t  D - d t r u c t u r e .  The q u e s t i o n ,  h e n c e ,  is what rules 

o u t  a n  S - S t r w t u r e  l i k e  (32), where  Neg and  I n f l  s t a y  

s e p a r a t e  : 



(32) *[- ez C X r  I b o n  e t o r r i  da]] 

( ' I b o n  h a s n ' t  a r r i v e d ' )  

Hy claim w i l l  be t h a t  t h i s  ' s - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d o a s  

i n  f a c t  v i o l a t e  a u n i v e r s a l  c o n s t r a i n t :  t h e  T e n s e  C-command 

C o n d i t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  b e g g i n i n g  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  

R e c e n t  work on t h e  n a t u r e  of I n f l e c t i o n  ( P o l l o c k  (1989),  

Haha jan  (1988), R i t t e r  ( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  Laka  ( 1 9 8 8 b )  among many 

o t h e r s )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  wha t  h a s  s t a n d a r d 1 7  b e e n  assumed t o  

b e  a u n i f i e d  s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y  I n f l  is s t r u c t u r a l l y  more 

complex .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  works  m e n t i o n e d  f o l l o w  t h e  i d e a  

i n  P o l l o c k  (1989) t h a t  T e n s e  h e a d s  its own s y n t a c t i c  

p r o j e c t i o n .  

I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  E n g l i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  n e g a t i o n ,  P o l l o c k  

( 1 9 8 9 )  s u g g e s t s  i n  a f o o t n o t e  a u n i v e r s a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  mus t  b e  c-commanded by  I n f l  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e .  I w i l l  t a k e  u p  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  and  make i t  no re  

g e n e r a l :  it is a b r o a d e r  c o n s t r a i n t  on  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  m u s t  h o l d  w i t h i n  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  complex ,  

wh ich  is c o n s t i t u t e d  of as many p r o j e c t i o n s  as i n f l e c t i o n a l  

e l e m e n t s  t h e r e  are .  

Higg inbo tham (1985) a r g u e s  t h a t  v e r b s  I n c l u d e  i n  t h e i r  



g r i d  a n  e v e n t  a r g u m e n t  ( e )  t . h a t  m u s t  b e  s a t u r a t e d  by  t h e  

I n f l  head  i n  t h e  s y n t a x .  If t h e  e l e m e n t s  p r e v i o u s l y  g r o u p e d  

u n d e r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  I n f l  d o  i n d e e d  h a v e  a more  a r t i c u l a t e d  

s t r u c t u r e  t h a n  it h a s  been  a s s u ~ e d ,  o n e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a r i s e s  

c o n c e r n s  t h e  s a t u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ( e )  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s y n t a x .  

S i n c e  t h e  l a b e l  " I n f l "  may re fer  t o  more t h a n  o n e  s y n t a c t i c  

p r o j e c t i o n ,  t h e  mechanism by  w h i c h  ( e )  is s a t u r a t e d  mus t  b e  

r e v i e w e d .  T h e r e  a r e  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  i f  

o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  h e a d s  is r e s p o n d i b l e  f o r  t h e  

s a t u r a t i o n  o f  ( e ) ,  i t  mus t  be d e t e r m i n e d  wh ich  o n e  i t  is .  If 

t h e  s a t u r a t i o n  is d o n e  by  means o f  p e r c o l a t i o n  c f  t h e  ( e )  

p o s i t i o n  up  t o  l as t  i n f l e c t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n  ( s i s i l a r l y  t o  

t h e  way i n  w h i c h  s u b j e c t  @ - r o l e s  p e r c o l a t e  o u t s i d e  VF), it  

is n e c e s s a r y  t o  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  mechanisms  o f  t h i s  

p e r c o i a t i o n .  

The  p o s i t i o n  I want  t o  t a k e  is t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  I n f l  as t h e  

s a t u r a t o r  o f  (e) i n  H i g g i m b o t h a n  ( 1 9 8 5 )  and  ( 1 9 8 7 )  is d o n e  

by T e n s e .  The  ( e )  a r g u m e n t  p e r c o l a t e s  u p  i n  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  u p  t o  T P ,  whe re  i t  is s a t u r a t e d .  

The  T e n s e  C-command C o n d i t i o n  c a n  t h u s  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  the 

way t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  i n f l e c t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  on  

a g i v e n  c l a u s e  are  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  e l e m e n t  t h a t  s a t u r a t e s  

t h e  e v e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  c l a u s e .  T h u s  t h e  T e n s e  C-command 

C o n d i t i o n  h o l d s  o f  a l l  f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  on t h e  



p r o p o s i t i o n ,  and  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  is j u s t  a p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  of 

t h i s  more g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t -  

S t a t i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n  terms o f  T e n s e  g i v e s  u s  a way o f  

c a p t u r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  e l e m e n t  t e n d s  t o  b e  t h e  h i g h e s t  

f u n c t i o n a l  head  among t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  as w e l l  

as f o r  why m o d a l s ,  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  and a g r e e m e n t  m a r k e r s  

o c c u r  g e n e r a l l y  as s t r u c t u r a l l y  l o w e r  i n f l e c t i o n a l  heads o r  

as pa r t i c les  a d j o i n e d  t o  I n f l .  Under  P o l l o c k ' s  A n a l y s i s  o f  

E n g l i s h  and  F r e n c h  n e g a t i o n ,  T e n s e  is t h e  h i g h e s t  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n ;  t h e  same is t r u e  i n  H a h a j a n ' s  

(1988) work on H i n d i  a g r e e m e n t  and i n  R i t t e r ' s  (1988) work 

on Hebrew.  Chonsky  (1989)  claims ( f o l l o w i n g  B e l l e t i  (1988)) 

t h a t  s u b j e c t  Agr is p r o j e c t e d  h i g h e r  t h a n  T e n s e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  a l s o  a s s u m e s  t h a t  T e n s e  ra ises  t o  it b y  S- 

s t r u c t u r e .  B a s q u e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  morpho logy  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  

s t r o n g  e v i d e n c e  f o r  T e n s e  C-commanding a l l  o t h e r  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  h e a d s  ( L a k a  1988)": 

. E v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  T e n s e  C-command c o n d i t i o n  h o l d s  
o f  h e a d s  t h a t  are n o t  n e g a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  

"'. T h e r e  is o n e  f u n c t i o n a l  head  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  a p p e a r  t o  
o b e y  t h e  TCC: t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r .  I a s sume  t h a t  t h i s  head 
d o e s  n o t  m o d i f y  t h e  e v e n t  i n  I n f l ,  b u t  s t a b l i s h e s  a r e l a t i o n  
b e t e w e e n  t h a t  c l a u s e  and  some o t h e r  c l a u s e .  



L e t  u s  now r e c a l l  o u r  a n a l y s i s  of  Basque  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  

u n d e r  a c o n d i t i o n  l i k e  t h e  TCC. I n  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  

o n e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  Basque  (13), t h e  c-command r e l a t i o n  

demanded by t h e  TCC d o e s  n o t  h o l d  a t  D - s t r u c t u r e ,  s.i.nce t h e  

Neg is c-commanding I P .  The  o n l y  way i n  wh ich  T n s  c a n  c -  

command Neg a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  is by a d j o i n i n g  t o  i t ,  a s  i n  

( 1 4 ) .  

1.2.6. Negation i n  Embedded s e n t e n c e s .  

The g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  Basque  s e n t e n c e  n e a g t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s  h o l d  o f  m a t r i x  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ,  

b u t  n o t  of embedded o n e s .  T h u s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e l a t i v e  

c l a u s e s  show t h e  o p p o s i t e  p a t t e r n  o f  (10). as i l l u s t r a t e d  in 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s :  

( 3 3 )  a .  [ e r o r i  ez den] e t x e a  
f a l l e n  n o  h a s - t h a t  h o u s e - t h e  

'The h o u s e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  f a l l - d o w n '  

b .  * [ e z  den erori]  etxea  
n o  h a s - t h a t  f a l l e n  h o u s e - t h e  

( ' T h e  h o u s e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  fall') 



I n  t h e s e  examples ,  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  must p r e c e d e  t h e  n e g a t e d  

a u x i l i a r y  ( 3 3 a ) ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is ungrammat ica l  

( 3 3 b ) .  T h i s  paradigm is e x a c t l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  m a t r i x  ' 

s e n t e n c e  n a g a t i o n ,  where t h e  n e g a t e d  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  

must p r e c e d e  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  ( 9 a . b ) .  

Appar t  f rom t h e  n e g a t i o n  f a c t s  j u s t  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  t h e  o n l y  

o v e r t  d i f f e r e n c e  between r o o t  and embedded c l a u s e s  is t h e  

o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a Comp marker  i n  t h e  l a t t e r .  The 

Complement izer  is a bound morpheme, and it  o c c u r s  a t t a c h e d  

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y .  I t  is t h e n  n a t u r a l  t o  

assume t h a t  it is t h e  head o f  Comp t h a t  is making t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  embedded s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  

I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  i n  embedded c l a u s e s  t h e  same p r o c e s s e s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  what 

makes r o o t  and embedded c l a u s e s  d i v e r g e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

n e g a t i o n  is a f u r t h e r  movement: t h e  complex head [ N e g - I n f l ]  

a d j o i n s  t o  Comp i n  embedded c l a u s e s -  The d e r i v a t i o n  is 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 3 4 ) :  

az . Not a l l  embedded c l a u s e s  behave  a l i k e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  n e g a t i o n .  Some of them may o p t i o n a l l y  behave  l i k e  m a t r i x  
c l a u s e s .  S e e  Laka (1988a)  f o r  more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n .  



Two s u c c e s i v e  movements a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  ( 3 4 ) :  

( i )  a s  i n  r o o t  c l a u s e s ,  and f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s  a s  i n  

main c l a u s e s  ( t h a t  is, t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  TCC), I n f l  raises t o  

n e g a t i o n  a l s o  i n  embedded c l a u s e s .  

( i i )  The head o f  C is f i l l e d  by a bound morpheme t h a t  h a s  

t o  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  I n f l  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  head 

[ N e g - I n f l ]  f u r t h e r  raises t o  Comp. 

Note t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  movement d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  s c o p e  p r o p e r t i e s  of  t h e  n e g a t i o n  head ,  s i n c e  from 

t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i t  st i l l  c-comaands I P .  T h a t  t h e  s c o p e  of 

n e g a t i o n  is n o t  a l t e r e d  i n  embedded c l a u s e s  is shown by t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  S u b j e c t  P o l a r i t y  Items a r e  a l s o  l i c e n s e d  i n  

embedded c l a u s e s :  



(35) [inork enan ez d i o n ]  e t x e a  
anybody g i v e n  no h a s - t h a t  h o u s e - t h e  

'The house  t h a t  nobody g a v e  him' 
( L i t :  t h e  house  t h a t  anybody d i d n ' t  g i v e  him) 

Note t h a t  a d j a c e n c y  o r  p r e c e d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p l a y  no r o l e ,  

s i n c e  a rguments  can  i n t e r v e n e  between t h e  P o l a r i t y  Item and 

Neg w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  l i c e n s i n g ?  

(36)  [Inork I b o n i  eman e z d i o n )  e t x e a  
anybody I b o n - t o  g i v e  no  h a s - t h a t  h o u s e - t h e  

'The house  t h a t  nobody g a v e  t o  I b o n '  

Under t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  b o t h  s u r f a c e  norpheme o r d e r i n g  and 

n e g a t i v e  p o l a r i t y  l i c e n s i n g  a r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y ,  asuming s t a n d a r d  c-c.ommand r e l a t i o n s  and 

head-movement. Thus, movement o f  t h e  complex head [ N e g - I n f l ]  

t o  Comp y i e l d s  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r d e r  o f  n e g a t i v e  embedded 

c l a u s e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 3 3 ) ,  and no  f u r t h e r  s t i p u l a t i o n  is 

needed t o  a c c o u n t  b o t h  f o r  s u r f a c e  c o n s t i t u e n t  o r d e r i n g  and 

NPI 1 i c e n s i n g  . 

23 . Ladusaw (1980) p r e s e n t e s  a s c o p e  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  
E n g l i s h  where p r e c e d e n c e  is r e q u i r e d ,  i f  l i c e n s e r  and NPI 
a r e  c l a u s e m a t e s .  If w e  t r y  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  s c o p e  p r i n c i p l e  t o  
Basque,  t h i s  p r e c e d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  is p r o b l e m a t i c .  Even i f  
we change  t h e  p r e c e d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  a ' f o l l o w e d  by' 
r e q u i r e m e n t  a c c o r d i n g  t c  t h e  head p a r a m e t e r ,  the Basque c a s e  
i s  s'till p r o b l e m a t i c ,  s i n c e  b o t h  when p r e c e d e d  o r  when 
f o l l o w e d  is t h e  NPI l i c e n s e d ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  c-command is 
met .  



1 . 2 . 7 .  A Further Note on Polarity Licensing by Negation. 

The s u b j e c t  NPI l i c e n s i n g  t e s t  c a n  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  shown t o  

bs c r u c i a l  when d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  n e g a t i o n  and its 

S - s t r u c t u r a l  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a r g u m e n t  o f  IP. 

C o n s i d e r  E n g l i s h  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  N e g a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  is 

g e n e r a t e d  i n s i d e  I P .  Under  Pollock's a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

i t  is a head  p r o j e c t i n g  a NegP,  complement  o f  I .  Whatever  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n t i a t i o n ,  n e g a t i o n  is s t r u c t u r a l l y  l o w e r  

t h a n  I n f l .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  NPIs i n  t h e  

s p e c i f i e r  o f  I P  a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d  b y  n e g a t i o n  ( C f .  e x a m p l e s  

(15a, b ) ) .  

However ,  i f  n e g a t i o n  c l i t i c i z e s  o n t o  I n f l  and  moves a l o n g  

w i t h  i t  t o  Comp, i t  w i l l  be p l a c e d  i n  q p o s i t i o n  whe re  

i t  c-commands t h e  e x t e r n a l  a r g u m e n t  o f  I P .  C r u c i a l l y ,  i t  i s  

p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e s e  cases when s u b j e c t  NPIs  a r e  l i c e n s e d  by  

n e g a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h :  

(37)  a .  Who d o e s n  't anybody l i k e  

b .  Who d o e s  anybody n o t  l i k e  

I n  (37a) ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  means 'Who is t h e  p e r s o n  s u c h  t h a t  

nobody l i k e s  t h a t  p e r s o n ' ,  w h e r e a s  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is 



n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n  ( 3 7 b ) .  I t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  

of  t h e  P o l a r i t y  Item i n  ( 3 7 a )  is d u e  t o  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  ( p r e s u m a b l y  t h e  head  o f  C o r  t h e  o p e r a t o r  i n  i ts  

S p e c i f i e r ) ,  and  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  anybody i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  n o t  is b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  i n  

L o g i c a l  Form. B u t  t h i s  would f a i l  t o  e x p l a i n  why t h i s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  anybody is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  ( 3 7 b ) ,  whe re  

t h e  P o l a r i t y  Item is l i c e n s e d  by t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  

The  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  two e x a m p l e s  is t h e  

p l a c e m e n t  o f  n e g a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  mus t  be t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

n e g a t i o n  h a s  moved ( a l o n g  w i t h  I n f l )  t o  Comp t h a t  a c c o u n t s  

f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  No te  t h a t  i f  c l i t i c i z a t i o n  

o f  Neg w e r e  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  P h o n e t i c  Form, we would e x p e c t  

n o  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  ( 3 7 a )  and  ( 3 7 b ) ,  

g i v e n  t h a t  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  f e e d  

L o g i c a l  Form.  I t  m u s t  t h e n  b e  t h e  case t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c o p e  o f  Neg is s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  f a c t s  t o  o b t a i n .  

There is a s i m i l a r  case which  d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  b u t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  same e f f e t c .  I n  a v a r i e t y  of  

S o u t h e r n  Amer ican  E n g l i s h ,  m o d a l s  may p r e c e d e  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  



as i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples '? 

(38) Can you d o  t h a t  

'You c a n  d o  t h a t '  

When t h e  modal  s e n t e n c e  is n e g a t i v e ,  s u b j e c t  p o l a r i t y  items 

are l i c e n s e d  o n l y  i f  n e g a t i o n  c l i t i c i z e s  o n t o  t h e  moda l ,  

p a r a l l e l  t o  (37a). If  n e g a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c l i t i c i z e ,  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  l i c e n s i n g  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  p lace .  The  c o n t r a s t  is 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (39): 

(39) a .  C a n ' t  anybody  d o  t h a t  

'Nobody c a n  d o  t h a t '  

b .  Can anybody  n o t  d o  t h a t  

The  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  r e a d i n g  o f  (39b) is t h a t  o f  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  

any, w h i c h  is commonly i n d u c e d  by m o d a l s .  L e t  u s  a s sume  t h a t  

m o d a l s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i a l e c t  o f  E n g l i s h  are p l a c e d  i n  

t h e  head  o f  Comp'Lg t h e  o n l y  way t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  (39a) a n d  (39b)  is by  

a s s u m i n g  t h a t  Neg is a l s o  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  head  o f  Comp b y  S- 

"4. The f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s  n e e d  a c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t  and  
a c e r t a i n  e m p h a t i c  i n t o n a t i o n  wh ich  is n o t  r e l e v e n a t  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  ( p . c .  J i m  Harris and  Ken Hale). 

'=. F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  i t  is n o t  
c r u c i a l  t h a t  t h e  m o d a l s  be  i n  t h e  h e a d  o f  Comp; i t  is enough 
t h a t  t h e y  b e  s i t t i n g  i n  some p lace  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
( i f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n e  were t o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  
r e m a i n s  w i t h i n  t h e  VP, i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  ( P e s e t s k y  ( 1989 ) ) ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  modal  sits i n  I n f l .  



s t r u c t u r e .  Thus ,  t h e  p a i r s  i n  (37)  and (39)  I l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

r e l e v a n c e  of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  NPIs t o  d e t e r m i n e  S- 

s t r u c t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s ;  i t  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  m i n i m a l l y  t h a t  an 

S - s t r u c t u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t  c r u c i a l l y  g o v e r n s  n e g a t i v e  NPI 

l i c e n s i n g  - 
1.3. ENGLISH SEHTENCE NEGATIOH: DO SUPPORT. 

1 .3 .0 .  Introduct ion .  

The most o b v i o u s  s y n t a c t i c  e f f e c t  induced  i n  E n g l i s h  by 

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  is what is c a l l e d  'do s u p p o r t O : t h e  

i n s e r t i o n  of  a  dunmy a u x i l i a r y  which s u p p o r t s  t h e  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  morphemes, a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (40a, b ) :  

( 4 0 )  a. Hary d i d n ' t  go 

b .  *Hary n o t  went 

I t  is t h i s  phenomenon t h a t  I w i l l  f o c u s  on i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

F i r s t ,  I w i l l  r e v i e w  two r e c e n t  a n a l y s e s  o f  E n g l i s h  

a . L i n e b a r g e r  (1987) c l a i m s  t h a t  f o r  an NPI t o  be 
l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n  it s u f f i c e s  t h a t  t h e  NPI o c c u r s  i n  t h e  
immedia te  s c o p e  of n e g a t i o n  a t  LF. She assumes  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  
raises a t  LF. N o t i c e  t h a t  i n  s u c h  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n  t h e  
s p e c i f i e r  o f  I P  is i n  t h e  immedia te  s c o p e  o f  n e g a t i o n ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  L i n e b a r g e r  (1987) p r e d i c t s  t h a t  an  NPI i n  t h e  
s p e c i f i e r  of I P  s h o u l d  be licensed i n  E n g l i s h .  



n e g a t i o n ,  name ly  t h o s e  o f  P o l l o c k  (1989) and Chomsky (1989) .  

T h e s e  two p r o p o s a l s  d i v e r g e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  i t  is 

t h a t  f o r c e s  do i n s e r t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  n e g a t i o n .  

P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 )  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  phenomenon t o  t h e  

q u a n t i f i c a t i o n a l ,  o p e r a t o r - l i k e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  Tense, w h i l e  

Chomsky ( 1 9 8 8 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  r e s u l t s  f rom t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  Empty C a t e g o r y  P r i n c i p l e  (ECP) and  t h e  P r i n c i p l e  o f  

Economy o f  D e r i v a t i o n .  

I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  o f  do s u p p o r t  and a r g u e  t h a t  

b o t h  o f  them o v e r g e n e r a t e .  I w i l l  t h e n  p r o v i d e  an  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a c c o u n t  i n  wh ich  do s u p p o r t  is a r g u e d  t o  be a 

d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  T e n s e  C-command C o n d i t i o n .  

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  is a s  f o l l o w s :  

g i v e n  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  v e r b  r a i s i n g  t o  I n f l e c t i o n  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  and  g i v e n  t h a t  T e n s e  is a bound morpheme, t h e  T e n s e  

a f f i x - h o p s  o n t o  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  i n  cases l i k e  ( 4 1 ) :  

( 4 1 )  Mary l e f t  

When Neg is p r e s e n t ,  howeve r ,  l o w e r i n g  of  T e n s e  would l e a v e  

Neg n o t  c-commanded. I n s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  'dummy' v e r b  do is t h e  

s t r a t e g y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E n g l i s h  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  T e n s e  C- 

command C o n d i t i o n  is s a t i s f i e d .  



1.3.1. Pollock (1.989). 

P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 )  e x p l o r e s  and d i s c u s s e s  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h e  

properties of v e r b  movement i n  E n g l i s h  and F r e n c h .  H i s  

c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i e  r e l i e s  c r u c i a l l y  on two s u b t h e o r i e s  of  

U n i v e r s a l  Granmar :  T h e t a  T h e o r y  a n d  Q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  T h e o r y .  

T h e t a  T h e o r y  c o n s t r a i n s  v e r b  movement, w h e r e a s  

Q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  T h e o r y  makes i t  m a n d a t o r y .  I t  is t h e  t e n s i o n  

be tween  t h e s e  two s u b t h e o r i e s ,  P o l l o c k  a r g u e s ,  t h a t  i n d u c e s  

a p h e n o m e n ~ n  l i k e  do s u p p o r t  i n  E n g l i s h .  L e t  u s  r e v i e w  his 

a r g u m e n t  i n  more d e t a i l .  

Based  on c o m p a r a t i v e  data on adverb p l a c e m e n t  i n  E n g l i s h  and 

F r e n c h ,  Emonds (1976), (1978) c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  F r e n c h  h a s  a n  

o b l i g a t o r y  rule of V e r b - R a i s i n g  t o  Aux ( I n f l ) ,  w h e r e a s  i n  

E n g l i s h  t h i s  r u l e  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  

( J a c k e n d o f f  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  Emonds ( 1 9 7 6 ) ) .  The p r e s e n c e  v e r s u s  

a b s e n c e  o f  t h i s  r u l e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a d v e r b  p l a c e m e n t  

p a r a d i g m s  l i k e  ( 4 2 ) ,  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  a d v e r b s  are g e n e r a t e d  i n  

the same p o s i t i o n  i n  b o t h  l a n g u a g e s :  

( 4 2 )  a .  *Mary k i s s e s  o f t e n  J o h n  

b .  Harie embrasse s o u v e n t  Marie 

c .  Hary o f t e n  k i s s e s  J o h n  



P o l l o c k  (1989) p r o v i d e s  a new f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  Emonds 

a n a l y s i s ,  w h i c h  a t t e m p t s  t o  g i v e  a p r i n c i p l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

why a l l  F r e n c h  v e r b s  mus t  r a i se  t o  I n f l ,  w h i l e  o n l y  some o f  

them d o  s o  i n  E n g l i s h .  P o l l o c k  proposes a more a r t i c u l a t e d  

P h r a s e  S t r u c t u r e ,  whe re  I n f l  is s p l i t  i n t o  two s e p a r a t e  

h e a d s :  T e n s e ,  h e a d i n g  i t s  own p r o j e c t i o n  TP ,  and Agreemen t ,  

h e a d i n g  a n  AgrP,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 3 ) ,  where  S p e c i f i e r  

p o s i t i o n s  and  o n e - b a r  l e v e l s  a re  i g n o r e d  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y :  

V e r b - R a i s i n g  t o  I n f l  c o n s i s t s  now of two s t e p s :  f i r s t ,  

movement of V t o  Agr, and  s e c o n d ,  movement f r o m  Agr t~ 

T e n s e .  P o l l o c k  a r g u e s  t h a t  it  is t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  (V-Agr) t h a t  

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  F r e n c h  and  E n g l i s h ,  d u e  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

n a t u r e  o f  Agr i n  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s .  P o l l o c k  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e r e  

is  a c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  and 

t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  v e r b  t o  p e r c o l a t e  i ts  t h e t a - g r i d  t h r o u g h  

a g r e e m e n t  o n c e  V t o  Agr movement h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  T h u s ,  

F r e n c h  a g r e e m e n t  is s t r o n g  enough  as t o  a l l o w  t h e  v e r b  

p e r c o l a t e  i ts  T h e t a - g r i d  down t o  i t s  t r a c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  v e r b  

h a s  r a i s e d  t o  Agr. T h a t  i ~ ,  F r e n c h  a g r e e m e n t  is t r a n s p a r e n t  

t o  t h e t a  m a r k i n g .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  E n g l i s h  a g r e e m e n t  is not 



s t r o n g  enough as t o  a l l o w  p e r c o l a t i o n  of t h e  T h e t a - g r i d  of  

t h e  raised v e r b ;  i t  is opaque t o  t h e t a  mark ing .  T h i s  makes 

i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n y  T h e t a - g r i d  b e a r i n g  v e r b  t o  r a i s e  t o  

Agr, s i n c e  by d o i n g  s o  i t  would fail t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  T h e t a  

C r i t e r i o n .  Only v e r b s  t h a t  do  n o t  have t h e t a - r o l e s  t o  

d i s c h a r g e  (have/be) w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r a i s e  t o  Agr j.n E n g l i s h .  

Whereas T h e t a  Theory  and the n a t u r e  o f  Agr c o n s t r a i n  Verb 

movement, Q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  Theory  makes it o b l i g a t o r y  i n  

t e n d e d  s e n t e n c e s .  P o l l o c k  assumes t h a t  [ + f i n i t e ]  ( i . e .  [+ / -  

Past]) t e n s e  is an o p e r a t o r .  L i k e  any o t h e r  s y n t a c t i c  

o p e r a t o r ,  t h e n ,  i t  must b i n d  a v a r i a b l e .  What c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

v a r i a b l e  for [ + f i n i t e ]  t e n s e  is d e f i n e d  a s  i n  ( 4 4 ) :  

( 4 4 )  @ is a v a r i a b l e  f o r  [+/-  P a s t ]  i f f  

@ = [, el  bound by [+/-  P a s t ]  

U n l i k e  o t h e r  s y n t a c t i c  o p e r a t o r s ,  which b i n d  ,a v a r i a b l e  l e f t  

by t h e i r  own movement t o  an  A' p o s i t i o n  e i t h e r  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  o r  a t  LF ,  Tense  must b i n d  a  v e r b a l  v a r i a b l e ;  t h a t  

i s ,  a t r a c e  l e f t  by Verb movement. Thus ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

whereas i n  Wh-movement it is t h e  o p e r a t o r  i t s e l f  w h i c h  

c r e a t e s  i ts  v a r i a b l e  v i a  A '  movement, i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Tense  

i t  is movement of V t o  I n f l  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e l e v a n t  

t r a c e .  Under P o l l o c k ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  Tense  is s t r i c t l y  a n  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  o p e r a t o r .  LP r a i s i n g  of  Tense  is t h e r e f o r e  r u l e d  



out in this approach, since the relevant operator-trace 

configuration is already created by 5-structure. This view 

of Tense as an operator makes Verb-Raising obligatory, and 

thus it accounts for the obligatoriness of verb movement to 

Tense in French. But, as Pollock notes, it seems to lead us 

to a dead end in the ca.se of English, where Theta Theory 

bars movement of V to Agr. 

Given the universal status of Quantification Theory, Pollock 

argues that UG leaves two ways out of this problem: either 

to get rid af the Agr entirely, or to allow an auxiliary 

verb g e ~ e r a t e d  beyond the VP barrier to count as a 

substitute for the immovable main verb in the VP. English, 

argues Pollock, has taken the later option. Thus, there is 

always an auxiliary verb higher than VP, which raises to 

Tense and creates the variable this operator needs in order 

to satisfy Quantification Theory. 

Overt auxiliaries in English do raise to Tense, creating the 

required Operator/variable configuration (45a). When there 

is no auxiliary available, English resorts to the 'dummy' 

verb do (45b): 

(45) a. Mary wouldn't do that 

b. Mary didn't do that 



S i n c e  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  do i n s e r t i o n  is n o t  c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  

o c c u r r e n c e  o f  n e g a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  on t h e  presence of a 

[ + f i n i t e ]  T e n s e ,  P o l l o c k  mus t  a s sume  t h a t  i n  p r e s e n t  t e ' n s e  

i n d i c a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  i n  ( 4 6 ) :  

( 4 6 )  a .  Mary l e a v e s  

b .  Mary l e f t  

There is a h i d d e n  a u x i l i a r y  ve rb  raising t o  T e n s e .  P o l l o c k  

claims t h a t  ( 4 6 a ,  4 6 b )  a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  (47a,  

47b)  r e s p e c t i v e l y :  

( 4 7 )  a. Mary d o e s  l e a v e  

b .  Mary d i d  l e a v e  

Under  P o l l o c k ' s  a c c o u n t ,  E n g l i s h  h a s  a non l e x i c a l  

c o u n t e r p a r t  of do ( h e n c e f o r t h  @ ) .  T h i s  ' empty  do*  s h a r e s  a l l  

p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  r e a l i z e d  o n e :  it is 

g e n e r a t e d  u n d e r  Agr and  it r a i s e s  + o  T e n s e .  T h u s ,  t h e  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  of (46b)  is c l a i m e d  t o  be  a s  i n  ( 4 8 ) :  

l e a v e  



A t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n ,  T e n s e  and Agreement  

morphemes mus t  hop o n t o  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  a s  in ( 49 ) ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  u n i t  ' l e f t ' :  

( 4 9 )  TP 

Mary -T* 
1 1  

t Jt,K@II AGRP 

t , - VP 
0' 

Note  t h a t  i f  t h i s  a f f i x  h o p p i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  

i t  v i o l a t e s  t h e  ECPj s i n c e  t h e  t r a c e s  l e f t  by T e n s e  and Agr 

f a i l  t o  b e  a n t e c e d e n t  g o v e r n e d .  P o l l o c k  d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  

l e v e l  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  w h i c h , t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s i o n  of 

affix h o p p i n g  would t a k e  p l a c e .  

A more s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  ar ises  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  do and @, 

b e i n g  i d e n t i c a l  i n  a l l  s y n t a c t i c  r e s p e c t s ,  a l t e r n a t e  f r e e l y .  

We must  t h e n  make s u r e  t h a t :  

a) empty d o  (8) w i l l  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  b e  r u l e d  o u t  i n  

n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ;  

b )  l e x i c a l  do i n  a n o n - n e g a t i v e  ( a n d  non-empha tc )  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  will a l s o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  r u l e d  o u t .  



L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e .  P o l l o c k  c l a i m s  t h a t  NegP, 

U n l i k e  AgrP is an i n h e r e n t  b a r r i e r  f o r  movement. Hence, i t  

n e e d s  t o  b e  L-marked by do. Given t h a t  8 is n o t  l e x i c a l ,  i t  

c a n n o t  L-mark NegP once  it has r a i s e d  t o  T e n s e .  A v i o l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  ECP r e s u l t s .  

L e t  us now l o o k  a t  t h e  second  c a s e .  We want t o  rule o u t  a 

s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (SOa),  where a n  o v e r t  do has been i n s e r t e d  i n  

a s i m p l e  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e .  The d e r i v a t i o n  of  t h i s  

s e n t e n c e  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 5 0 b ) :  

( 5 0 )  a .  *Mary d i d  l e a v e  

leave 

Q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  Theory  is s a t i s f i e d ,  i n  t h a t  Tense  is b i n d i n g  

a v e r b a l  v a r i a b l e  l e f t  by [Agr+DO]. ECP is n o t  v i o l a t e d ,  

g i v e n  t h a t  no  b a r r i e r s  i n t e r v e n e  between t h e  a n t e c e d e n t s  and 

t h e i r  t r a c e s .  

Thus, there is no i n d e p e n d e n t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  Grammar t h a t  

w i l l  ru le  t h i s  d e r i v a t i o n  o u t ,  t h e r e f o r e  P o l l o c k ' s  a c c o u n t  

p r e d i c t s  i t  t o  b e  g r a m m a t i c a l .  



Chomsky (1989) a r g u e s  t h a t  do i n s e r t i o n  is f o r c e d  by t h e  ECP 

and t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  Economy o f  D e r i v a t i o n  ( E D ) .  T h i s  

P r i n c i p l e  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  ' l eas t  e f f o r t *  c o n d i t i o n ,  

by which UG p r i n c i p l e s  a p p l y  wherever  p o s s i b l e ,  f a v o r i n g  t h e  

s h o r t e s t  d e r i v a t i o n ,  and t h a t  Language P a r t i c u l a r  d e v i c e s  

a r e  p u t  t o  u s e  o n l y  as a  l a s t  r e s o r t .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

Chomsky a r g u e s ,  move a l p h a  is a  UG o p e r a t i o n ,  and do s u p p o r t  

is a l a n g u a g e  p a r t i c u l a r  d e v i c e .  Thus ,  do s u p p o r t  w i l l  o n l y  

t a k e  p l a c e  whenever move a l p h a  is n o t  enough t o  s a v e  a g i v e n  

D - s t r u c t u r e .  Based on t h i s  l e a d i n g  i d e a ,  Chomsky p r o c e e d s  t o  

r e i n t e r p r e t  P o l l o c k ' s  a n a l y s i s .  

Chomsky (1989) f o l l o w s  P o l l o c k  i n  assuming t h a t  I P  h a s  an 

a r t i c u l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  where Agreement and Tense  head 

s e p a r a t e  p r o j e c t i o n s .  He argues t h a t  i n  a f f i r m a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 6 ) ,  t h e  heads  Tense  

and Agr lower  o n t o  t h e  v e r b  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  

Agreement and t h e  t r a c e  l e f t  by it are d e l e t e d  a t  L o g i c a l  

Form, t h u s  l e a v i n g  t h e  Agreement P r o j e c t i o n  empty. The t r a c e  

l e f t  by Tense ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  Empty 

C a t e g o r y  P r i n c i p l e  by means of  r a i s i n g  of t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  

t o  t h e  head Tense ,  c r e a t i n g  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n  where t h e  t r a c e  

is p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n e d .  T h i s  LF d e r i v a t i o n  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  



I n  t h e  c a s e  of  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ,  Chomsky f o l l o w s  P o l l o c k  

i n  a ssuming  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a N e g a t i v e  P r o j e c t i o n  between 

AgrP and TP, headed by not. Given t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n  a t t e m p t  

t o  p r o c e e d  as i n  t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  c l a u s e  w i l l  i n d u c e  an ECP 

v i o i a t i o n ,  Chomsky a r g u e s .  Let u s  see why: i f  Tense  and Agr 

lower  t o  V a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ;  Agr d e l e t e s  a t  LF,  b u t  Tense  must 

r a i s e  a l l  t h e  way up  t o  its o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  

g o v e r n  i ts  own trace. T h i s  r a i s i n g  i n d u c e s  an  ECP v i o l a t i o n ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  head Neg p r e v e n t s  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  t r a c e  l e f t  by 

t h e  v e r b  f rom b e i n g  a n t e c e d e n t  g o v e r n e d ,  as shown i n  ( 5 2 ) :  

- 
V + A G R + T  NEGP .. - 

I 
I 

: , NEG 
A 

e(=AGRP) * 
I 
I t" -vP 

/' 

I n  o r d e r  t o  s a l v a g e  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n ,  Chomsky a r g u e s ,  E n g l i s h  

r e s o r t s  t o  do i n s e r t i o n  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  Do is i n s e r t e d  i n  



t h e  modal  p ~ s i t i o n ~ a n d  t h e n  ra ises  t o  T e n s e .  T h i s  way, 

T e n s e ,  wh ich  is a bound morpheme i n  E n g l i s h ,  does n o t  have  

t o  l o w e r  t o  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b ,  and t h u s  LF r a i s i n g  f rom V t o  

Agr is n o  l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  ECP v i o l a t i o n  

is a v o i d e d .  

C o n s i d e r  now t h e  a c c o u n t  g i v e n  by Chomsky t o  e x p l a i n  do 

i n s e r t i o n  i n  m a t r i x  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  Assume t h a t  a 

p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  empty  Q morpheme ( b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same Q 

morpheme p r o p o s e d  o r i g i n a l l y  b y  K a t z  & P o s t a l  ( 1 9 6 4 ) )  s i ts  

i n  t h e  head  Comp; l o w e r i n g  o f  Tns/Agr t o  V ,  as i n  

a f f i r m a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ,  would l e a v e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

morpheme u n a t t a c h e d  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  shown i n  ( 53 ) :  

t 7 
A AGRP - 

t ~ o r  
/' 

Chomsky a s s u m e s  t h e r e  i s  a n  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  

a f f i x e s  be a t t a c h e d  t o  a b a s e ,  wh ich  i s  v i o l a t e d  i n  ( 5 3 ) .  

This r e q u i r e m e n t  is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  o f  L a s n i k  (1981):  "a  

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  a f f i x  mus t  be r e a l i z e d  as a s y n t a c t i c  

= 7 .  Chomsky d o e s  n o t  make t h i s  p o s i t i o n  e x p l i c i t  i n  t h e  
p h r a s e  s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  



d e p e n d e n t  a t  s u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e . "  

The only way t o  rescue t h e  D - s t r u c t u r e ,  Chomsky a r g u e s ;  is 

t o  r e s o r t  t o  i n s e r t i o n ,  as  i n  (54Y-: 

( 5 4 )  CP 
A 

Q+T+DO+AGR 2- 
t~ ModP 

L e  

-vP kr 

v 0' 

N o t i c e ,  however,  t h a t  i t  is l e f t  u n e x p l a i n e d  why i t  is n o t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  have a d e r i v a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  one  i n  ( 5 5 ) ,  where 

t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  morpheme, p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  Tense  and  Agr 

morphemes a l s o  lowers t o  t h e  lexical verb:  

CP 

t rn 

tT A AGRP - 
t,, JP 

-Fo l lowing  L a k a  (1988) I u i l l  assume t h a t  t h e  modal 
p o s i t i o n  where Chomsky c l a i m s  t h a t  do is i n s e r t e d  is a  Hodal 
P h r a s e ,  generated between TP and NegP. T h i s  a s sumpt ion  makes 
c o r r e c t  p r e d i c t i o n s  f o r  E n g l i s h .  As f o r  S p a n i s h ,  see c h a p t e r  
3 i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  



A t  t h e  l e v e l  of  L o g i c a l  Form, t h e  v e r b  would r a i s e  t o  Tns 

and Comp, p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n  g i v e n  i n  ( 51 ) ,  t h u s  

s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  ECP. I n  f a c t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  

P r i n c i p l e  o f  Economy o f  D e r i v a t i o n ,  a  d e r i v a t i o n  l i k e  ( 5 5 )  

is less c o s t l y  t h a n  t h e  one  i n  ( 5 4 ) ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e s o r t s  only 

t o  move a l p h a  ( l o w e r i n g  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  and s u b s e q u e n t  

r a i s i n g  a t  LF), and it d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  a n y  Language 

P a r t i c u l a r  d e v i c e  l i k e  do i n s e r t i o n ?  

T h i s  v e r y  same q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t  

g i v e n  t o  e x p l a i n  do s u p p o r t  i n d n s e d  by  n e g a t i o n ;  i n  

p r i n c i p l e ,  no  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r i n c i p l e  of  U n i v e r s a l  Grammar 

rules o u t  a d e r i v a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  one  i n  (561 ,  where Neg, 

a l o n g  w i t h  Tense  and Agr,  l o w e r s - t o  V :  

/- 

NEGP 

-1 c o u l d  be o b j e c t e d  t h a t ,  i n  an  embedded c l a u s e ,  
l o w e r i n g  of  t h e  morpheme Q would i n d u c e  a v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  m a t r i x  verb,  which demands 
t h e r e  t o  be  a [+wh] e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  head of t h e  CP it 
s e l e c t s .  Al though  t h i s  f a c t  c o u l d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  g i v e  a 
r e a s o n  why Q c a n n o t  lower  i n  thsse cases, t h e  q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  c a s e  o f  m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e s ,  and ,  moreover ,  f o r  
t h e  c a s e  o f  n e g a t i o n ,  which is o u r  f o c u s  h e r e .  



Once a g a i n ,  s u b s e q u e n t  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  a t  LF 

would e n s u r e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  t r a c e s  l e f t  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  

The  q u e s t i o n  of  why Neg c a n n o t  u n d e r g o  a l o w e r i n g  movement 

a s  T e n s e  becomes  even more  i n t e r e s t i n g  g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  

unlike French pas, E n g i s h  n o t  d o e s  u n d e r g o  head movement a t  

S - s t r u c t u r e .  Thus, it moves a l o n g  w i t h  I n f l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  

head of  Comp. One e x a m p l e  of s u c h  a case is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

t h e  S - S t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  ( 5 7 ) :  

(57 CP 
A 

wha t  A 
[ d i d [ n ' t ] - J  TP 

Y O U  

t - r  A NegP 

L 

T h a t  t h i s  movement t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  is shown by  

d a t a  on N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items. As we have s e e n  b e f o r e  ( C f .  

s e c t i o n  1 . 2 . 6 . ) ,  t h e  o n l y  cases w h e r e  a N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  

item i n  t h e  S p e c  o f  I P  may r e c e i v e  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  u n d e r  

t h e  s c o p e  o f  n e g a t i o n  is p r e c i s e l y  when n e g a t i o n  moves t o  

t h e  h e a d  o f  Comp a l o n g  w i t h  I n f l e c t i o n ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

t h e  p a i r  i n  (58): 



( 5 8 )  a .  *anybody d o e s n ' t  l i k e  him 

*no(x)  [ x  l i k e s  him] 

b .  who d o e s n ' t  anybody l i k e  

w h a t ( y )  [no(x)  [ x l i k e s  y ] ]  

A p o s s i b l e  a c c o u n t  as t o  why n e g a t i o n  c a n n o t  lower  o n t o  V a t  

S - S t r u c t u r e  c o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t u e d  based  on t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

between t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  f r e e  s t a n d i n g  fa rm net and t h e  

p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  d e p e n d a n t  n't c l i t i c .  T h a t  o n l y  t h e  

c l i t i c i z e d  form o c c u r s  when n e g a t i o n  h a s  moved t o  t h e  head 

o f  Comp can  b e  a rgued  g i v e n  t h e  minimal  p a i r  i n  ( 5 9 ) :  

(59 )  a .  What d o e s n ' t  Hary like 

b.*What does n o t  Hary l i k e  

I t  is a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  n o t  a l l  i n f l e c t e d  fo rms  a l l o w  t h e  

c l i t i c  form o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  marker ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  u n g r a n m a t i c a l  fo rms :  

(60) a. * I amn ' t  t i r e d  

b .  * You mayn ' t  go  

Given t h e s e  f a c t s ,  t h e n ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  a rgued  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  

c o u l d  n o t  lower o n t o  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  b e c a u s e  it would have 



t o  s u r f a c e  as t h e  c l i t i c  n't and  t h i s  would y i e l d  i l l - f o r n e d  

o u t p u t s  l i k e  *leftn't, o r  *arrivedn't. 

I lowever ,  t h i s  a n s w e r  is n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  o n e .  Take  a 

s e n t e n c e  whose main verb is do. The c l i t i c  n't is a l l o w e d  

t o  o c c u r  a t t a c h e d  t o  a u x i l i a r y  do. S i n c e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 

t h e  c l i t i c  are n o t  b a s e d  on s y n t a c t i c  o r  s e m a n t i c  f e a t ~ t r e s  

b u t  on m o r p h o p h o n o l o g i c a l  o n e s ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  b o t h  i n s t a n c e s  

o f  do are i d e n t i c a l  (they i n Z l e c t  i d e n t i c a l l y ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ) ,  n o t h i n g  would p r e v e n t  a s e n t e n c e  l i k e  ( 6 1 )  u n d e r -  

t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  we are c o n s i d e r i n g :  

(61)  *I d i d n ' t  a m i s t a k e  

There a re  t h u s  two main q u e s t i o n s  begged  i n  t h e  analysis: 

( i )  Why are  n e g a t i o n  and  t h e  Q morpheme i n c a p a b l e  

o f  l o w e r i n g  t o  V a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  and be 

r e s c u e d  by LF? 

( i i )  Why is it t h a t  movement o f  t h e  v e r b  a t  LF 

mus t  skip n e g a t i o n ?  

The s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  becomes e v e n  more f o r c e f u l  when we 

r eca l l  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h ,  u n l i k e  F r e n c h  pas d o e s  

u n d e r g o 9  head  movement a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  shown i n  ( 5 7 ) .  



The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  b o t h  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

morpheme and  n e g a t i o n .  I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  i t  s e a m s  t o  b e  

t h e  case t h a t  t h e r e  is a c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  head  

T e n s e  and  t h e s e  two o t h e r  h e a d s ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  c a n  

l o w e r  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  two c a n n o t .  I want  t o  

r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  b o t h  Wh-movement and  N e g a t i v e  

P o l a r i t y  L i c e n s i n g  a r e  S - s t r u c t u r e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  E n g l i s h .  

Under  t h e  v i ew  t h a t  Wh-movement t o  t h e  S p e c i f i e r  o f  CP 

p r o v i d e s  t h e  Wh-element o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c l a u s a l  s c o p e ,  i t  is 

r e a s o n a b l e  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  morpheme i n  the 

head  o f  Comp as some s o r t  o f  s c o p a l  e l e m e n t ,  s i g n a l i n g  t h e  

s c o p e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

G i v e n  t h a t  Wh-movement i n  E n g l i s h  t a k e s  p lace  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e ,  w e  c a n  assume t h a t  t h e  morpheme i n  t h e  head  o f  

Comp mus t  s i g n a l  i ts s c o p e  a l s o  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  and  t h a t  

l o w e r i n g  o f  t h i s  morpheme would a l t e r  i ts s c o p a l  p r o p e r t i e s  

S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  case o f  n e g a t i o n ,  t h e r e  is a c o r r e l a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P o l a r i t y  items a re  l i c e n s e d  by 

n e g a t i o n  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  and  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l o w e r i n g  

t h i s  h e a d .  

B o t h  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  morpheme and n e g a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  have S- 

s t r u c t u r e  s c o p a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  make them u n a b l e  t o  l ower  

a t  this l e v e l  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e s e  two 



heads b e h a v e  l i k e  o t h e r  a d v e r b s  ( C f .  u), o r  l i k e  f l o a t i n g  

q u a n t i f i e r s ,  whose s c o p e  is a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e i r  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  p o s i t i o n .  

Assuming t h i s  t o  b e  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  o b j e c t i o n  t o  

Chomsky's  a n a l y s i s  c a n  be  e x p l a i n e d  away. The r e a s o n  why 

d e r i v a t i o n s  l i k e  (55)  and  (56 )  are  o u t  is b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l t e r  

t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  s c o p e  of t h e  morpheme €4 and n e g a t i o n .  

L e t  u s  now t u r n  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n .  Even i f  n e g a t i o n  

c a n n o t  l o w e r  t o  t h e  v e r b  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  I h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  u n d e r g o e s  head  movement t o  Comp a l o n g  w i t h  

T e n s e .  If t h i s  is t h e  case,  t h e n ,  we mus t  e x p l a i n  wha t  is  it 

t h a t  p r e v e n t s  a d e r i v a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  w h e r e :  

a) A t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  T e n s e  l o w e r s  o n t o  V ,  s k i p p i n g  Neg; 

b) A t  LF, the i n f l e c t e d  V ra i ses  t o  Agr and t h e n  t o  Neg, 

and  t h e n  t o  T e n s e .  

A d e r i v a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  would g i v e  u s  a s e n t e n c e  l i k e  ( € 2 a ) ,  

whe re  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  is i n f l e c t e d  f o r  t e n s e  and a g r e e m e n t ,  

and n e g a t i o n  is l e f t  i n  i t s  p lace .  

T h e  LF r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h i s  d e r i v a t i o n ,  whe re  t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  r a i s e s  s t e p  by s t e p  t h r o u g h  e a c h  of  t h e  

a v a i l a b l e  h e a d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Neg, is  shown i n  ( 6 2 b )  : 



( 6 2 )  a .  nary n o t  l e f t  

-1 L C  [VLTllNegX NegP 

L 
- e(=AGRP) 

L e t  us c o n s i d e r  t h i s  LF d e r i v a t i o n  i n  more d e t a i l .  I n  t h e  

f i r s t  s t e p ,  t h e  v e r b ,  w h i c h  h a s  T e n s e  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  r a i s e s  

t o  t h e  empty  p r o j e c t i o n  e ,  l e f t  by t h e  d e l e t e d  Agr. From 

t h i s  p l a c e  it c a n  g o v e r n  t h e  t race l e f t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

p o s i t i o n .  I n  t h e  n e x t  s t e p ,  [V[T]] a d j o i n s  t o  Neg, and  

s u b s e q ~ ~ e n t l y  [[VITJNeg] a d j o i n s  t o  t h e  t race  l e f t  by  T e n s e .  

The  t r ace  l e f t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Neg is p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n e d  

i n  this c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The  q u e s t i o r ,  t o  b e  a n s w e r e d  is 

w h e t h e r  t h e  trace o f  T e n s e  is g o v e r n e d  i n  t h e  l as t  s t e p  o f  

(62). 

I n  t h i s  l a s t  s t e p  we h a v e  a  complex  h e a d ,  c r e a t e d  by X "  

movement.  T h i s  complex  head c o n s i s t s  of  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s ,  and 

we want  t o  know w h e t h e r  t h e  d e e p e s t  o n e  ( t e n s e ) ,  i s  able t o  

g o v e r n  i ts  t r a c e ,  t o  wh ich  the complex  head  is a d j o i n e d .  T h e  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  is a s  f o l l o w s :  



Where t h e  whole s b r u c t u r e  is a head ( X O ) ,  c r e a t e d  by 

means o f  s u c c e s s i v e  head movement. L e t  us c o n s i , d e r  i n  d e t a i l  

how t h e  government  r e l a t i o n s  work i n  t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The 

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Government is s t a t e d  i n  ( 6 4 ) :  

(64 )  A g o v e r n s  B i f f  

A c-commands B and t h e r e  is no c a t e g o r y  C s u c h  t h a t  
C is a b a r r i e r  between A and B .  (Chomsky (1986)) .  

As d i s c u s s e d  by Baker (1987),  t h e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  is mat:  a head A a d j o i n e d  t o  a head B c- 

commands a l l  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  y itself c- command^-. T h i s  

a s s u m p t i o n  is a l s o  made by Chomsky ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  no 

p r e c i s e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  i t  is p r o v i d e d .  

I n  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n  l i k e  (63), t h e n ,  all e l e m e n t s  c-command 

e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h u s  x i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c-commands i ts t r a c e  t .  Are 

t h e r e  any b a r r i e r s  i n t e r v e n i n g  between x and i ts  t r a c e ?  No, 

u n l e s s  t h e  o t h e r  two segments  of  t h e  head ( y  and z) are 

t a k e n  t o  b e  b a r r i e r s .  

=. T h i s  r e s u l t  can  be b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  
ways: e i t h e r  by assuming Aoun and S p o r t i c h e ' s  ( 1 9 8 3 )  
d e f i n i t i o n  of  c-command i n  terms of maximal p r o j e c t i o n s ,  as 
Baker (1987) d o e s ,  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  by assuming  w i t h  Hay 
( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  Chomsky (1986), t h a t  a d j u n c t i o n  nodes  do  n o t  c o u n t  
for c-command r e l a t i o n s .  Given t h a t  t h e  head movements under  
d i s c u s s i o n  here i n v o l v e  a d j u n c t i o n ,  a l l  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  head 
have  t h e  same c-coomand domain .  



Chomsky (1989) a s s u m e s  t h a t  one i n t e r v e n i n g  s e g m e n t  i n  a 

complex  head  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a b a r r i e r  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h a t  is, i n  (65), y is n o t  a b a r r i a r  f o r  x and  s i m i l a r l y  z 

is n o t  a b a r r i e r  f o r  y ,  o r  t a  b a r r i e r  f o r  2 .  Given  t h a t  

b a r r i e r h o o d  i n h e r i t a n c e  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  maximal  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  

we c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  n o  b a r r i e r s  i n t e r v e n i n g  

b e t w e e n  x and  i ts  t r ace .  

1.4.DO SUPPORT AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE TCC. 

I w i l l  now a r g u e  f o r  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  do  s u p p o r t  

t h a t  d o e s  n o t  r u n  i n t o  the o v e r g e n e r a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  by 

P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 7 )  and Chomsky ( 1 9 8 8 ) .  I n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  do 

s u p p o r t  is v iewed  as a d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  T e n s e  C- 

command C o n d i t i o n .  

I a s sume  h e r e  Chomsky ' s  (1989) a n a l y s i s  of a f f i x  h o p p i n g  

i n  E n g l i s h :  T e n s e  and  Agr l o w e r  t o  t h e  l e x i c a l  v e r b  i n  

a f f i r m a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  whe re  n o  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b  is p r e s e n t ,  

and  s u b s e q u e n t  r a i s i n g  a t  LF s a t i s f i e s  t h e  ECP. I n  n e g a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e s ,  l o w e r i n g  o f  Neg o n t o  t h e  v e r b  is r u l e d  o u t  

b e c a u s e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  Neg mus t  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  

a s  a r g u e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n .  



The s e n t e n c e  w e  w a n t  t o  r u l e  o u t  is (62a) ,  where T e n s e  h a s  

l o w e r e d  l e a v i n g  Neg b e h i n d .  If w e  c o n s i d e r  this s e n t e c e  i n  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  TCC, i t  is i n m e d i a t e l y  r u l e d  o u t  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  s i n c e  Neg, a f u n c t i o n a l  head  o p e r a t i n g  on  t h e  

e v e n t ,  is n o  l o n g e r  C-commanded by  T e n s e :  

(65) 

tt NegP 

n o t  
A 

VP 

Verb  r a i s i n g  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  grammar o f  E n g l i s h ,  and  

LF r a i s i n g  w i l l  n o t  r e s c u e  (65)  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  

h o l d s  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  o n l y  way t o  s a l v a g e  t h e  

d e r i v a t i o n  is t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  do a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  C-command r e l a t i o n .  

By a s s u m i n g  t h e  TCC t o  b e  t h e  UG p r i n c i p l e  f o r c i n g  dp 

i n s e r t i o n ,  t h e  c o r r e c t  s e t  o f  d a t a , a r s  p r e d i c t e d  and t h e  

p r o b l e m a t i c  c a s e s  i n  P o l l o c k  ( 1 9 8 7 )  and  Chomsky ( 1 9 8 9 )  a re  

e x p l i c i t l y  r u l e d  o u t .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  u n r e l a t e d  

e f f e c t s  i n d u c e d  by n e g a t i o n  i n  b o t h  E n g l i s h  and  Basque  f i n d  

a u n i f i e d  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  r o o t e d  i n  U n i v e r s a l  Grammar. 



1.5. WHEN TENSE IS NOT THERE: INFINITIVALS 

The TCC is a r e q u i r e m e n t  on  T e n s e :  I t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  

s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y  mus t  c-comnand t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  h e a d s  

t h a t  o p e r a t e  on t h e  c l a u s e .  

I t  is t h i s  p r o p e r t y  o f  UG t h a t  e x p l a i n s  why i n  Basque  t h e  

a u x i l i a r y  f r o n t s ,  and i n  E n g l i s h  do is i n s e r t e d  when 

n e g a t i o n  is g e n e r a t e d  i n  I n f l e c t i o n .  If i t  is t h e  head  T e n s e  

t h a t  is c r u c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  s y n t a c t i c  phenomena,  we 

e x p e c t  t h a t  c l a u s e s  l a c k i n g  T e n s e  may n o t  d i s p l a y  s u c h  

phenomena.  I w i l l  now a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is i n d e e d  

b o r n e  o u t .  The r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e  is f o u n d  i n  n o n - f i n i t e  

c l a u s e s .  

Under  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  n o n - f i n i t e  c l a u s e s  l a c k  T e n s e ,  w e  

e x p e c t  t h a t  n o  f r o n t i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  B a s q u e ,  and  no  do 

s u p p o r t  i n  E n g l i s h ,  when n e g a t i o n  is p r e s e n t  i n  c l a u s e s  

l a c k i n g  T e n s e .  

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Basque i n f i n i t i v a l  s e n t e n c e s .  

(86) a .  ez g e z u r r i k  esan 
n o  l i e s - p a r t  say 

' d o  n o t  s a y  l i e s '  

b .  m i l s  b i d e r  a g i n d u  d i z u t  [ez a r d o r i k  edateko] 
t h o u s a n d  times o r d e r e d  I -have -you  n o  w i n e - p a r t  d r i n k - t o  

' I  h a v e  t o l d  you o n e  t h o u s a n d  times n o t  t o  d r i n k  w i n e '  



N o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v a l  c l a u s e  i n t e r v e n e s  

now b e t w e e n  t h e  n e g a t i o n  ez and  t h e  i n f i n i t i v a l  esan in .  

(66a) and  edateko i n  ( 66b ) .  R e c a l l  t h a t  p o ~ ~ . m g n L  c o u l d  

i n t e r v e n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  morpheme and  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  i n  

f i n i t e  c l a u s e s .  

The  examples i n  ( 67 )  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  it is n o t  o n l y  t h e  

o b j e c t  t h a t  c a n  i n t e r v e n e  be tween  n e g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n f i t i v a l  

v e r b :  i n  (67a)  w e  see  a d a t i v e  and  t h e  o b j e c t ,  b o t h  i n  

b e t w e e n  ez and  esan. I n  (67b) we see a t i n e  a d j u n c t  igandean 

' on  Sunday '  and  t h e  o b j e c t ,  p l a c e d  b e t w e e n  ez and  t h e  

embedded i n f i n i t i v a l  edateko: 

(67) a .  ez umsari g e z u r r i k  esan 
no k i d - t o  l i e - p a r t  s a y  

' d o  n o t  t e l l  l i e s  t o  t h e  k i d '  

b .  i s e k o k  e s k a t u  d i t  [ez i g a n d e a n  a r d o r i k  edateko] 
a u n t  asked has-me n o  sunday -on  w i n e - p r t  d r i n k - t o  

' a u n t i e  h a s  a s k e d  me n o t  t o  d r i n k  w i n e  on S u n d a y '  

N o n - f i n i t e  c l a u s e s  are  the o n l y  c a s e s  i n  b a s q u e  whtre t h e  

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  morpheme c a n  s u r f a c e  u n a t t a c h e d .  Under  t h e  

TCC h y p o t h e s i s ,  why t h i s  is so is t r i v i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d :  there 

is n o  T e n s e  head  i n  t h e  c l a u s e ,  and  t h u s  t h e r e  is n o  

r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  be n e t .  



Note  t h a t  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  shows  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  i n d u c e d  by  

t h e  TCC c a n n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  a m o r p h o l o g i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  

g o v e r n i n g  i n f l e c t i o n a l  morphemes.  N e g a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  be 

marked i n  a s  a bound morpheme i n  t h e  l e x i c o n .  If t h a t  where  

t h e  case, i t  would h a v e  t o  c l i t i c i z e  o n t o  some o t h e r  

e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  examples i n  ( 86 )  and  (67), and  i t  would n o t  

b e  a b l e  t o  o c c u r  as a f r e e  s t a n d i n g  f o r m .  I t s  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  

s t a t u s  is t h e r e f o r e  n o t  marked  i n  t h e  l e x i c o n .  L e t  u s  assume 

t h a t  Neg is marked f o r  i t s  X % t a t u s .  I t  is i n d e p e n d e n t  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  U G j  l i k e  t h e  TCC, t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  some 

o t h e r  e l e m e n t  w i l l  move t o  t h a t  x c h o s i t i o n .  

Mow c o n s i d e r  E n g l i s h  n o n - f i n i t e  c l a u s e s .  R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  

a c c o u n t  of d o - s u p p o r t  p u t  f o r w a r d  here is c r u c i a l l y  l i n k e d  

t o  t h e  presence o f  T e n s e :  b e c a u s e  T e n s e  mus t  c-command 

n e g a t i o n  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  c a n n o t  l o w e r  o n t o  V and  it mus t  

r e m a i n  i n  t h e  head  o f  TP.  The  dummy v e r b  do is i n s e r t e d  t o  

s u p p o r t  T e n s e .  I n  a n  i n f i n i t i v a l  c l a u s e ,  howeve r ,  do s u p p o r t  

w i l l  n 'o t  t a k e  place b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is n o  Tense, and  h e n c e  t h e  

TCC d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  i n  t h a t  c l a u s e .  T h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n  is 

i n d e e d  b o r n e  o u t :  t h e r e  is n o  d o - s u p p o r t  i n  E n g l i s h  

i n f i n i t i v a l  c l a u s e s  : 

(68)  a. I t o l d  you n o t  t o  g o  

b .  A u n t i e  a s k e d  me n o t  t o  d r i n k  w ine  on S u n d a y s  



Whatever t h e  s y n t a c t i c  s t a t u s  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v a l  maker t o ,  

i t  is c l e a r  t h a t . i t  l a c k s  t e m p o r a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  (Zagona 

(1988)). Thus ,  it is n o t  a Tense  head.  This is why i t  need 

n o t  c-command t h e  n e g a t i v e  marker ,  a s  i n  (68) .  

Note t h a t  t h e s e  examples  a r e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  o n e s  i n  Basque: 

i n f i n i t i v a l  s e n t e n c e s  d i f f e r  c o n s i d e r a b l y  from f i n i t e  

s e n t e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  s y n t a c t i c  b e h a v i o r  when n e g a t e d .  The 

n e g a t i v e  head a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  same; t h e  c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  

is t h u s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  v e r s u s  a b s e n c e  of T e n s e .  

Note a l s o  t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  of  Tense  t h a t  t h e  TCC r e f e r s  t o  is 

s t r i c t l y  s y n t a c t i c ,  n o t  s e m a n t i c .  T h u s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  is 

s t a n d a r d l y  assumed t h a t  i m p e r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  l a c k  a Tense  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  However, n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  d i s p l a y  b o t h  

t e n s e d  and u n t e n s e d  commands, and whereas  t e n s e d  i m p e r a t i v e s  

must meet t h e  TCC, u n t e n s e d  o n e s  do  n o t .  

Both  E n g l i s h  and Basque p r o v i d e  r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

c o n f i r m s  t h i s  c l a i m .  C o n s i d e r  E n g l i s h  f i r s t :  i m p e r a t i v e s  i. 

E n g l i s h  behave  e x a c t l y  l i k e  any o t h e r  t e n s e d  s e n t e n c e ,  i n  

t h a t  t h e  presence o f  negation i n d u c e s  d o - s u p p o r t ,  a s  



i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ($9, .=f 

(69)  a. come h e r e  

b .  * n o t  come h e r e  

c .  d o  n o t  come h e r e  

I n  embedded c o n t e x t ,  i m p e r a t i v e s  c h a n g e  i n t o  i n f i n i t i v a l s  i n  

E n g l i s h .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  s t o p  t r i g g e r i n g  do s u p p o r t ,  a s  

t h e  e x a m p l e s  i n  (68) a l r e a d y  i l l u s t r a t e .  

C o n s i d e r  now t h e  case o f  Basque: a s  shown i n  t h e  e x a m p l e s  i n  

(67a) and  ( 6 7 b ) ,  i n f i n i t i v a l s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  c o n v e y  

commands. T h e r e  is, however ,  a s p e c i f i c  i m p e r a t i v e  

i n f l e c t i o n ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 7 0 ) :  

(70)  a .  e t o r  h a d i  hona  
come do-you h e r e  

come h e r e  ( y o u )  

As f o r  i m p e r a t i v e s  t h a t  d i s p l a y  a do i n  non n e g a t i v e  
f o r m s ,  l i k e  ( i )  

( i )  d o  come h e r e  

I a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a n  e m p h a t i c  e l e m e n t ,  just l i k e  
e m p h a t i c  i n d i c a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( i i ) :  

( i i )  I d i d  go t h e r e  

I argue i n  c h a p t e r  2 t h a t  t h e s e  cases are  e s s e n t i a l l y  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  case,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
p h o n o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e m p h a t i c  moropheme is stress, as 
i n  Chomsky (1957). Chonsky  ( p . c . )  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
i n d e e d  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  mean ing  be tween  i m p e r a t i v e s  l i k e  ( i )  
and  n o r m a l  p o s i t i v e  d e c l a r a t i v e s .  



When t h e s e  i m p e r a t i v e  fo rms  are n e g a t e d ,  t h e y  a g a i n  behave 

l i k e  i n d i c a t i v e  i n f l e c t e d  s e n t e n c e s :  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y  

must r a i s e  t o  t h e  head Neg, o t h e r w i s e  t h e  resul t  is 

u n g r a m m a t i c a l :  

(71) a .  e z  hod i  e t o r  hona 
no  do-you come here 

'do n o t  come h e r e '  

b.  * e z  e t o r  h a d i  hona 

This c o n t r a s t  between ( 6 7 )  and (71)  can  be e a s i l y  e x p l a i n e d  

i n  t h e  same way t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n t r a s t  is :  i m 2 e r a t i v e  

i n f l e c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  a  Tense  head i n  t h e  s y n t a x ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  a r e  snbject  t o  t h e  Tense-C-command 

C o n d i t i o n .  T h i s  is why i n f l e c t e d  i m p e r a t i v e s  d i s p l a y  t h e  

same phenomena t h a t  o t h e r  t e n s e d  s e n t e n c e s  d o ,  whereas  

i n f i n i t i v a l  commands d o  n o t .  

1.6.  A COROLLARY ON THE TENSE C-COHHAND CONDITION: HEBREW 

Under the a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  TCC h o l d s  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  t h e  

p r e d i c t i o n  made is t h a t  no  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  a l l o w  a non c -  

commanded s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  a t e n s e d  s e n t e n c e .  However, a 

non c-commanded n e g a t i o n  c o u l d  be a l l o w e d  i n  a non- tensed  

s e n t e n c e .  



A p o s s i b l e  c o u n t e r e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e  TCC, t h e n ,  would be a 

l a n g u a g e  a l l o w i n g  a . s t r u c t u r e  l i k e  [Neg XP V/I] i n  a t e n s e d  

c l a u s e .  Hebrew s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h i s  case3? 

Hebrew has two d i f f e r e n t  n e g a t i o n  p a r t i c l e s ,  eyn and l o ,  

w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  (examples from R i t t e r  

(72)  a .  Eyn Dani yodea I v r i t  
n e g  Danny knows Hebrew 

'Danny d o e s n ' t  know Hebrew' 

b .  *Eyn Dani yada I v r i t  
neg Danny knew Hebrew 

( 'Danny d i d n  ' t know Hebrew' ) 

c .  *Lo Dani yada I v r i t  
neg  Danny knew Hebrew 

( 'Danny d i d n  ' t  know Hebrew ) 

d .  Dani l o  yada Hebrew 
Danny neg knew Hebrew 

'Danny d i d n  ' t  know Hebrew' 

Example (72a) l o o k s  l i k e  a d i r e c t  c o u n t e r e x a m p l e  z'or t h e  

TCC. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  though ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  eyn and l o  

is d e t e r m i n e d  p r e c i s e l y  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  v e r s u s  a b s e n c e  o f  

Tns  i n  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  The n e g a t i v e  e l e m e n t  eyn o n l y  occurs i n  

= . The f o l l o w i n g  Hebrew paradigm was p r o v i d e d  by B e t s y  
Rit ter ,  who p o i n t e d  o u t  its r e l e v a n c e  f o r  t h e  TCC.  
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i n f i n i t i v e s ,  g e r u n d s  a n d  w h a t  a re  called ' b e n o n i '  v e r b s .  

Berman (1978) d i s t i n g u i s h e s  Hebrew v e r b s  i n  terms o f  t h e  

f e a t u r e  [ T e n s e ] :  pa s t  a n d  f u t u r e  f i n i t e  f o r m s  a re  [ + T e n s e ] ,  

i n f i n i t i v e s  a n d  g e r u n d s  a re  [ - T e n s e ] ,  a n d  ' b e n o n i *  verbs 

are [O T e n s e ] .  D o r o n  ( 1 9 8 4 )  a n d  R a p o p o r t  ( 1 9 8 7 )  claim t h a t  

t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d  ( I n f l )  o f  b e n o n i  v e r b s  c o n t a i n s  Agr b u t  

n o t  T n s .  

U n d e r  a n  a n a l y s i s  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  P o l l o c k ' s  w o r k ,  w h e r e  

Agr a n d  T n s  a r e  two  d i f f e r e n t  h e a d s ,  R i t t e r  ( 1 9 8 8 )  a r g u e s  

t h a t  eyn o c c u p i e s  t h e  h e a d  T n s  as  i n  ( 7 3 ) :  

e y n  
- 

AGRP 

DP 

y o d e a  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  example i n  ( 7 2 a )  d o e s  n o t  v i o l a t e  t h e  TCC, 

s i n c e  e i t h e r  t h e r e  is n o  T e n s e  i n  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  o r  eyn 

i t s e l f  b e a r s  t h e  T e n s e  f e a t u r e s  o f  the c l a u s e .  T h e  case o f  

the n e g a t i v e  e l e m e n t  l o  is m o r e  s imilar  t o  n e g a t i o n  i n  

E n g l i s h :  it is an a d j o i n e d  p a r t i c l e  c-commanded by T e n s e  a t  

S - s t r u c t u r e ,  t h u s  t h e  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y  of ( 7 2 c ) ,  w h e r e  i t  is 

n o t  c-commanded b y  T e n s e ,  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  TCC. 



1.7. ON LF RAISING OF NEG ABOVE TENSE. 

I t  is c u s t o m a r y  i n  t h e  s e m a n t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  r e g a r d  

p r o p o s i t i o n a l  o p e r a t o r s  l i k e  n e g a t i o n  as t a k i n g  s c o p e  o v e r  

t h e  e n t i r e  p r o p o s i t i o n  a t  L o g i c a l  Form. Hence ,  a n y  n e g a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (74a)  is r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  L o g i c a l  Form i n  t h e  

f o r m  o f  ( 74b ) :  

( 7 4 )  a .  Hary  d i d n ' t  l e a v e  

b .  n o  [Hary l e f t ]  

Where t h e  n e g a t i v e  o p e r a t o r  h a s  s c o p e  o v e r  t h e  who le  c l a u s e .  

Under t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n ,  i t  is r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  

s h o u l d  e x i s t  a s y n t a c t i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  l i k e  t h e  T e n s e  C- 

command C o n d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  n o t  t h a t  N e g a t i o n  c- 

command T e n s e ,  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  T e n s e  c-command N e g a t i o n .  

I t  is n o t  l o g i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  

s u c h  t h a t  s y n t a x  and  s e m a n t i c s  s i m p l y  d o  n o t  conform t o  each 

o t h e r .  T h u s ,  i t  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  t h e  case t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  

~ y n t a x  mus t  meet c e r t a i n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  

n o  r e f l e x  i n  t h e  s e m a n t i c  componen t .  



The e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  this c h a p t e r  i n  favor o f  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  a s y n t a c t i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  l i k e  t h e  TCC is s o l e l y  

based on s y n t a c t i c  p r o c e s s e s :  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  some d e e p  r o o t e d  

p r o p e r t y  of  o u r  l a n g u a g e  f a c u l t y  is s u c h  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e z  

the TCC t o  be m e t .  The k i n d  o f  e v i d e n c e  and  a r g u m e n t s  

p r e s e n t e d  are ,  I t h i n k ,  e n o u g h  a n d  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d ,  e v e n  i f  

n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  s e m a n t i c s  o f  T e n s e  a n d  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

o p e r a t o r s  i n  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  seem t o  bear a n y  r e l a t i o n  t o  

the p r o p e r t i e s  o f  T e n s e  and  Neg as a s y n t a c t i c  o b j e c t s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a second a l t e r n a t i v e  is c e r t a i n l y  w o r t h  

w o n d e r i n g  a b o u t .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  t h e  case t h a t  a c o n d i t i a n  

on the r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  T e n s e  and  o t h e r  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

o p e r a t o r s  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e  b e a r s  some t i g h t  ; . e la . t iEn  t o  t h e  

way i n  w h i c h  t h e y  are mapped u n t o  L o g i c a l  Form. 

I t  is w e l l  known t h a t  c l o m e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  scope of  n e g h t i o n  

t h a t  a re  f o c a l i z e d  g e t  a c o n t r a s t i v e  f o c u s  reading 

( J a c k e n d o f f  ( 1 9 7 2 ) )  : 

( 7 5 )  

a .  Mary d i d n ' t  C U Y  a t ook  y e s t e r d a y ,  s h e  STOLE i t  

5 .  Hsry d i d n a t  buy BOOK y e s t e r d a y ,  s h e  b o u g h t  A HORSE 

c .  Hary  d i d n ' t  b ~ y  a book YESTERDAY, s h e  b o u g h t  i t  T O 2 A Y  



I n  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s ,  what is n e g a t e d  is tha t .  c o n s t i t u c n t  t h a t  

is f o c a l i z e d ,  somehow. Wi thou t  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  an a n a l y s i s  of  

t h i s  phenomenon (see. J a c k e n d o f f  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  Rochemont ( 1 9 7 8 ) ) ,  I 

want t o  c o n s i d e r  scme i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  way 

c f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n e g a t i o n  i n  Logical  Form. 

R e c a l l  t h e  s e m a n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a s i m p l e  n e g a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (74a) ,  given in (74b) ,  which i s  repeated i n  

( 7 6 )  : 

( 7 6 )  N O  [ PAST, Hary l e a v e ]  

T h e r e  is no r e a d i n g  o f  a s i m p l e  n e g t i v e  s e n t e n c e  where i t  is 

t h e  T e n s e  t h a t  is f o c a l i z e d  and as a consequence  a s c u i r e s  a 

c o n t r a s t i v e  f o c u s  r e a d i n g .  The s e n t e n c e  would be l i k e :  

( 7 7 )  Mary DIDN'T l e a v e  

And t h e  r e a d i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  would be &ornetking 

l i k e :  " i t  is n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  Hary  l e f t " .  But I f  

sometk ing  l i k e  (76) is t h e  s e m a n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  (77), 

i t  is n o t  c l e a r  why t h i s  r e a d i n g  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  N o t i c e  

t h a t  t h e r o  is n o t h i n g  i m p l a u s i b l e  a b o u t  t h i s  r e a d i n g ,  a n d ,  

f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  is a v a i l a b l e  i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  t h a t  d o  

n o t  i n v o l v e  t h e  head o f  NegP: 



(78) a .  Nobody HAS a c a r ,  we HAD i t  

b .  No s t u d e n t  B3UGtIT a book,  t h e y  WILL buy i t  

The i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n t r a s t i v e l y  f o c a l i z i n g  Tense  under  

Nega t ion  is r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  under  t h e  s t a n d a r d  view o f  

Nega t ion  as a p r o p o s i t i o n a l  o p e r a t o r  t h a t  t a k e s  s c o p e  o v e r  

t h e  e n t i r e  p r o p o s i t i o n .  

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  would p r e d i c t  t h e  

phenomena j u s t  c o n s i d e r e d .  L e t  us assume t h a t  t h e  LF 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (74a)  is (79 ) :  

( 7 9 )  PAST [NO [Mary l e a v e  ] ] 

Here it is t h e  Tense  t h a t  h a s  s c o p e  o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s t i o n ,  and 

a l s o  o v e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  o p e r a t o r .  The fact t h a t  one c a n n o t  

make a n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  mean " I t  is n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t . . "  

now f o l l o w s  from s t a n d a r d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s c o p e  of  

n e g a t i o n .  



CHAPTER 2: 

THE P PROJECTION 

2 . 1 .  SIHILARITIBS BETWEEN NEGATION AND AFFIRHATION. 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  two p a r a l l e l  p a r a d i g m s ,  f rom 

E n g l i s h  and Basque r e s p e c t i v e l y :  

(1) a.Hary l e f t  

b.!iary d i d n ' t  l e a v e  

c.*Mary d i d  l e a v e  

d . t f a ry  l e a v e  

( 2 )  a.Mari joan d a  
Mary l e f t  h a s  

'Mary has left 

b . M a r i  e z  d a  joan 
Hary n o t  has l e f t  

'Mary h a s n ' t  l e f t *  

c . * H a r i  d a  j o a n  
Hary h a s  l e f t  

( 'Hary h a s  l e f t  * )  

d . U a r i  d a  joan 
Mary h a s  l e f t  

'u h a s  l e f t '  

Examples ( l a )  and ( 2 a )  b o t h  i l l u s t r a t e  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  

f rom E n g l i s h  and Basque. The E n g l i s h  s e n t e n c e  h a s  a singls 

i n f l e c t e d  verb .  The Basque s e n t e n c e  shows a non i n f l e c t e d  

l e x i c a l  v e r b  f o l l o w e d  by an  i n f l e c t e d  a u x i l i a r y .  



( I b )  and  ( 2b )  are  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  The  E n g l i s h  s e n t e n c e  

d i s p l a y s  do support, and t h e  B a s q u e  s e n t e n c e  shows  a n  

a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  v e r b - a u x i l i a r y  o r d e r  g i v e n  i n  ,(2a). 

Examples  i n  ( l c )  and  ( 2 c )  show t h a t  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

h a v e  d o - s u p p o r t  i n  a d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

E n g l i s h ,  and t h a t  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  f r o n t  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  

i n  a d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  i n  B a s q u e .  

I n  e x a m p l e s  ( I d )  and  ( 2 d )  we c a n  see t h a t ,  i n  t h e  case o f  afi 

e m p h a t i c a l l y  a f f i r m a t i v e  s e n t e n c e ,  b o t h  l a n g u a g e s  r e s o r t  t o  

t h e  same mechanism t h e y  u s e d  i n  t h e  case o f  s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n :  d o - s u p p o r t  i n  E n g l i s h ,  and  a u x i l i a r y  f r o n t i n g  i n  

B a s q u e .  

The  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  wh ich  t h e s e  two l a n g u a g e s  

r e s o r t  a r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  n a t u r e :  E n g l i s h  r e s o r t s  t o  

l e x i c a l  i n s e r t i o n  ( " d o - s u p p o r t " ) ,  w h e r e a s  Basque  a p p e a l s  t o  

s y n t a c t i c  movement ( f r o n t i n g  o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y ) .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  same s t r a t e g y  is used b o t h  

i n  n e g a t i v e  and  a f f i r m a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  and  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  

d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  is r a t h e r  s t r i k i n g ,  e v e n  more s o  given 

t h a t  Basque  and  E n g l i s h  a r e  t y p o l o g i c a l l y  v e r y  d i f f e r e ~ t  

l a n g u a g e s .  

I n  t h e  f i r s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  



p a r a d i g m  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (1) and ( 2 )  is n o t  a c o i n c i d e n c e .  I 

w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  i d e a  p u t  f o r w a r d  by Chomsky (1957) t h a t  

t h e r e  is a morpheme A f f  ( f o r  a f f i r m a t i o n )  wh ich  i n d u c e s  do-  

s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  e x a c t  same way i n  w h i c h  n e g a t i o n  d o e s .  I w i l l  

a d a p t  t h i s  i d e a  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r amework  and  

some r e c e n t  p r o p o s a l s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  I 

a r g u e  h e r e  t h a t ,  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  way i n  wh ich  t h e  head  Heg 

c a n  head  i t s  own f u n c t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n  (Kitagawa ( 1986 ) ,  

P o l l o c k  (1989) ) ,  t h e r e  is a l s o  a X % f f ,  which p r o j e c t s  an  

A f f i r m a t i o n  P h r a s e .  T h e s e  two h e a d s  (Neg and  A f f )  a r e  

f u r t h e r  a r g u e d  t o  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  same s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y ,  

wh ich  I w i l l  c a l l  H.'Thus, b o t h  NegP and A f f P  a r e  c l a i m e d  

t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t a n t i a t i o n s  o f  a  more a b s t r a c t  

p r o j e c t i o n :  t h e  H Phrase. 

If t h i s  view is c o r r e c t ,  N e g a t i o n  is n o t  a s y n t a c t i c  

c a t e g o r y  o f  i ts  own i n  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s .  R a t h e r ,  t h a t  

a s p e c t  o f  n e g a t i o n  wh ich  is kncoded  by  ( a t  l e a s t  some)  

n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  as a f u n c t i o n a l  head  is a n  e l e m e n t  o f  a 

b r o a d e r  s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  

e m p h a t i c  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  ( a t  l e a s t  s c m e )  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  

b u i l d  i n  a s  a f u n c t i o n a l  head would b e l o n g  i n  t h e  same 

s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y  a s  n e g a t i o n .  

? The name X was s u g g e s t e d  t o  me by P e s e t s k y ,  and  i t  
s u g g e s t  t h e  r o t i o n  o f  Speech A c t  ( a f f i r m a t i o n  and d e n i a l ) .  

.. , 88 



I t  s h o u l d  be k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  t h i s  s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y  t h a t  

i n c l u d e s  n e g a t i o n  and a f f i r m a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  c o v e r  t h e  t o p i c  of  

n e g a t i o n  and a f f i r m a t i o n  o r  emphzs i s  i n  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s .  

I t  is  well know t h a t  n e g a t i o n  is a p e r v a s i v e  phenomena, and 

t h a t  i t s  i n s t a n t i a t i o n s  g o  beyond t h e  c a s e  of s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n .  Thus ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s ,  

( 3 )  a .  I d i d n ' t  r e a d  any book 

b .  I read no book 

Only  ( 3 a )  is an  i n s t a n c e  o f  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  (NegP), 

a l t h o u g h  b o t h  examples  have r o u g h l y  t h e  s a n e  meaning.  The 

second  example p r e s e n t s  a n e g a t e d  DP, and t h u s  i t  d o e s  n o t  

i n d u c e  d o  s u p p o r t ,  f o r  example ,  which is a c l e a r  symptom of  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  I n  assuming t h a t  ( 2 a )  and 

( 3 b )  have d i f f e r e n t  D - s t r u c t u r e s ,  I d e p a r t  f rom K l i n a  

(1984) ,  who d e r i v e s  b o t h  form t h e  same b a s e  s t r u c t u r e .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  e m p h a t i c  a f f i r m a t i o n  can be i n s t a n t i a t e d  by means 

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  aff head ,  a s  ( 4 a )  and (4b) i l l u s t r a t e :  

( 4 )  a .  I did r e a d  t h e  book 

b .  I r e a d  ~ ~ d x ~ ~ k  

As i n  the case o f  n e g a t i c n ,  I d o  n o t  assume t h a t  t h e s e  two 

s e n t e n c e s  s h a r e  i d e n t i c a l  D - s t r u c t u r e s .  Only some i n s t a n c u s  

of emphatic a f f i r m a t i o n  i n v o l v e  t h e  aff  head .  



2.2. BVIDEWCB BIWH ENGLISH. 

The idea that (lb) and (Id) are intiaately related 

constructions is an old one within the generative tradition, 

although it has not prevailed in the literature thereafter. 

It was first proposed by Chomsky (1957), who argued that 

there existed in the grammar of English a morpheme A, which 

was responsible for emphatic constructions like (Id): 

'In treating the auxiliary verb phrase we left out of 
consideration form8 with the heavy stressed element do 
an in "John does oome," eto. Suppose we set up a 
morpheme A of contrastive stress to which the followin8 
morphophonemic rule applies. 

(45) ..V..+A --- > ..VU.., where " indicates 
extra heavy stress. 

We now set up a transformation Tfi that imposes the same 
structural analysis of strings as does T,,, and adds A 
to these string8 in exactly the position where T,, 
add8 not or n ' t .  Then just as T,, yields such 
sentences as 

( 4 8 )  
t i )  John doesn't arrive (fromJohn#S+n't#arrivs,bu(40)) 
( i i )  J o b  can ' t arrive (from John#S+can+n ' tlarrive) 
(iii)John hasn't arrived (from John#S+have+n't#en+arrive) 

T, yields the corresponding sentences 

(47) (i) John does arrive (from John#S+A#arrive, by (40)) 
( ii) John can arrive (from John#S+can+A#arrive) 

(iii) John ham arrived (from John#S+have+A#en+ar~ive} 

This T, is a transformation of 'affirmation' which 
affirm8 the sentences "John arrives". "John can 
arriveo', "John has arrived", etc, in exactly the same 
way as T,,, negates them. This is formally the simplest 
solution, and it seems intuitively correct as well." 
(Chomsky (1957:85)) 



Chomsky (1957) makes a c l e a r  p a r a l l e l  be tween  t h e  two 

e l e m e n t s  not a n d  t h e  s t r e s s  morpheme A:  o n e  of them negates 

t h e  k e r n e l  s e n t e n c e  and  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  a f f i r m s  i t .  They  a r e  

i d e n t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  with o p p o s i t e  s e m a n t i c  v a l u e s .  

K l i m a  ( 1984 ) ,  l a t e r  a r g u e d  f o r  a s imilar  i d e a :  the existence 

of an empty morpheme Emph, which had the same distributional 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as the morpheme leg, and  t h u s  i n d u c e d  t h e  

same syntactic e f f e c t s  ( i . e .  d o - s u p p o r t ) .  The  r u l e  of T e n s e -  

a t t a c h m e n t  a t t a c h e d  Tense t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  

v e r b a l  fo rm;  t h i s  v e r b a l  f o r m  could e i t h e r  b e  a m o d a l ,  and  

a u x i l i a r y  verb o r  a l e x i c a l  v e r b ,  as shown i n  ( 5 ) :  

( 5 )  
11. T e n s e - a t t a c h m e n t  (KLIMA,  1 9 8 4 : 2 5 6 )  

T e n s e  
s l e e p  [!":I + T e n s e  

The  p a r t i c l e  n o t  was g e n e r a t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  aux, which  

d i d  n c t  i n c l u d e  l e x i c a l  v e r b s  l i k e  ' s l e e p ' .  When t h e  aux 

c o n s i s t e d  o n l y  o f  o n e  e l e m e n t  ( T e n s e ) ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  not 

p r o d u c e d  the s t r i n g  [Tense -no t -V] ,  wh ich  d i d n ' t  satisfy the 

s t r u c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  r u l e  i n  ( 5 ) ,  thus 

b l o c k i n g  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Any u n a t t a c h e d  T e n s e  would t h e n  

t r i g g e r  i n s e r t i o n  o f  do a s  a s u p p o r t .  Thus Klima ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  

s i m i l a r l y  t o  Chomsky ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  a l s o  p o s t u l a t e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  



of  a p a r t i c l e  whose o n l y  p h o n o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  is s t r e s s .  

H o u e v e r ,  t h e r e  is n o  s p e c i f i c  c l a i m  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  

pa r t i c l e s  and  not  be . long  i n  t h e  same s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y .  

What f o l l o w s  h e r e  takes u p  Chomsky ' s  (1957) o r i g i n a l  i d e a  

and  r e i n t e r p r e t s  i t  w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f r amework ;  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  terms of X-bar T h e o r y  and  head  movement,  

I w i l l  a s sume  w i t h  Chomsky (1957) t h a t  t h e r e  is a p o s i t i v e  

A f f  morpheme, w h i c h  is t h e  c o u n t e r p a r t  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  head  

Neg . 

What I w i l l  a r g u e  is t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i v e  morpheme A f f  is  a 

f u n c t i o n a l  h e a d ,  g e n e r a t e d  be low T e n s e  and H o d a l s  in 

E n g l i s h ,  and  t h a t  i t  p r o j e c t s  a f u n c t i o n a l  p h r a s e  e x a c t l y  

l i k e  #eg does' 

T h i s  is shown i n  (Ba),  which  c a n  be compared t o  a  n e g a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e  l i k e  ( 6 b ) :  

? P o l l o c k  (1989) s p e c u l a t e s  i n  a f o o t n o t e  011 t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  0s a n  A s s ( e r t i a n 1  Phrase h e ~ i d e d  by  a n  ' e m p h a t i c  
d o ' .  I n  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  

( i )  He d i d  so f a i n t  

t h e  e l e m e n t  so would b e  s i t t i n g  i n  the! Spec of this 
A s s e r t i o n  P h r a s e .  I n  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  

( i i )  He d i d  f a i n t  

The  s p e c i f i e r  o f  t h e  P h r a s e  would b e  n u l l .  



T 
A 

A f f P  

Aff AP 

T /'L AffP 

Aff is an inflectional head, which has its own syntactic 

projection. Therefore, Aff is subject to the Tense C- 

command Condition (TCC), in the same way Neg is. 

As argued in the first chapter, in a configuration like the 

one in (€I), the only way in which English can setisfy the 

TCC when there is no auxiliary or modal in the sentence is 

by inserting a dummy do. This prevents the Tense morpheme 

from lowering onto the Verb at S-structure, thus avoiding a 

violation of the TCC. Hence, the derivation of ( I d )  is 

identical to the derivation of (lb), as shown in (7): 

(7) a .  b .  TP 

nary T' Mary A T *  - 
Ttdo A f f P  Ttdo NegP 

A 

A f f  
- 
A Neg -AP 

A VP A 
leave' 

"VP 
leave/ 



2.3. EVXDBNCB FROH BASQUE. 

I w i l l  argue t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  a r i ses  i n  E n g l i s h  a l s o  

o b t a i n s  i n  Basque,  modulo l a n g u a g e  g a r t i c u  l a r  differences . 

The e m p h a t i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  ( I d )  i n v o l v e s  a n  A f f  head ,  

which p r o j e c t s  a P h r a s e ,  t h e  same way Neg d o e s .  S i m i l a r l y  t o  

neg, t h e  A f f  head is i n t i a l  i n s t e a d  of f i n a l ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  

(8 )  a .  AffP b .  NegP 

Aff 
- IP 

-1 AA I 

VP VP A 
\ \ 

v v 

Given t h a t  t h e  A f f i r m a t i v e  P h r a s e  is a l s o  g e n e r a t e d  above 

I P ,  i t  t r i g g e r s  r a i s i n g  o f  I n f l  as t h e  o n l y  way t o  s a t i s f y  

t h e  Tense C-command C o n d i t i o n .  The d e r i v a t i o n  o f  ( I d )  is 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 9 ) :  

A f f P  - r 

Hari ,  A f f '  - 
A t L 

VP V, +A 
\ j oan 

t , 



T h u s ,  the paradigms in (1 )  and (2) are explained in a 

uniforn way, under the assumption that Negation and 

Affirmation are generated in the same projection both in 

English and in Basque. Horeover, the behavior of these 

emphatic constructions provides further evidence for the 

Tense C-comand Condition, and for the claim that this UG 

requirement does not only apply to negation, but to other 

functional heads as well. 

2.4. IEG bRD AFP ARB I I  COHPLEHXNTARY DISTRIBUTION. 

The two functional heads neg and aff are in complementary 

distribution, both in English and in Basque. That this is 

the case for English is shown by the following paradigm? 

(10) a. I didn't, as Bill had thought, go to t h e  store 

b .  I did, as Bill had thought, go to the store 

c. *I dj.d not, as Bill had thought, go to the store 

The examples in (10) are all cases of sentence negation; the 

parenthetical phrase has been inserted between Infl and the 

verb in order to block constituent-negation readings where 

negation is attached to the lexical verb and does not take 

scope over the sentence. 

7 I am indebted to Hichael Hegarty and Chris Tancredi 
for pointing out these facts to me. 



(10a) is a case o f  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n ,  whe re  t h e r e  is no  

s p e c i a l  s t ress  p l a c e d  on t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b .  ( l o b )  i~ an  

i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  e m p h a t i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  head 

A f f .  The s x a m p l e  (1Oc) h a s  b o t h  t o g h e t h e r :  t h e  a u x i l i a ~ y  

verb  is s t r e s s e d  and  f o l l o w e d  by s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n .  The 

s e n t e n c e  r e s u l t s  i n  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y .  

A s imi l a r  p a r a d i g m  o b t a i n s  i n  B a s q u e .  I n  Eastern D i a l e c t s  

( w h e r e  t h e  t y p e  o f  p o s i t i v e  d e c l a r a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  shown 

i n  ( I d )  is more f r e c u e n t l y  used), t h e r e  is a c o n s t r u c t i o n  

t h a t  i n v o l v e s  b o t h  a f f i r m a t i v e  f r o n t i n g  and  n e g a t i o n  

( L a f f i t e  ( 1 9 4 4 ) ) .  T h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (11):  

(11) Nik  d i o t  t f a r i a r i  t r i k o t a  ez  eman 
I haye t o - H a r y  s w e a t e r - t h e  not g i v e n  

' I  have n o t  g i v e n  t h e  sweater t o  H a r y '  

If i t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  an  

empty A f f  morpheme w h i c h  is i n  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  morpheme Neg, t h e n  w e  e x p e c t  t h a t ,  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  

E n g l i s h  examples i n  (lo), t h e  example  i n  (11) i n v o l v e s  

c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  of  t h e  v e r b  e n a n  ' g i v e ' ,  and n o t  

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  as i n  (2b). 



Recall t h a t  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i a n  i n  Basque h a s  S - s t r u c t u r e  

scope o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  IP (Cf. chapter  1 ) .  As e c o n s e q u e n c e  

of t h i s  f a c t ,  s u b j e c t  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items are l i c e n s e d  

by Neg i a  B a s q ~ e  ( ~ n l i k e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  Cf. s e c t i o n  1.2.3.). I f  

t h o  n e g a t i v e  rcorpheme i n  ( 1 1 )  whe re  a n  i n s t a n c e  of s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n ,  we would e x p e c t  i t  ' t o  l i c e n s e  s u b j e c t  N e g a t i v e  

P o l a r i t y  items. However, t h i s  k i n d  o f  n e g a t i o n  i s  u n a b l e  t o  

do s o ,  a s  shown i n  ( 1 2 ) :  

( 1 2 )  a .  * H a r i r i  d i o  inork t r i k o t a  ez  eman 
t o - n a r y  has anybody sweater n o t  g i v e n  

( 'Nobody h a s  g i v e n  t h e  s w e a t e r  t o  H a r y ' )  

b .  *Nik d i o t  inori t r i k o t a  e z  eman 
I have a n y b o d y - t o  s w e a t e r  n o t - g i v e n  

( ' I  h a v e n ' t  g i v e n  t h e  sweater t o  a n y b o d y ' )  

N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items i n  B a s q u e  a r e  l i c e n s e d  i n  a l l  v e r b a l  

a r g u m e n t s ,  g i v e n  t h a t  Neg has S - s t r u c t u r e  s c o p e  cver the 



u h o l e  I P P T h u s ,  t h e  d a t a  i n  ( 1 2 )  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  

t h e  e x z m p l e s  i n  ( 1 1 )  a n d  ( 1 2 )  are  cases o f  c o n s t i t u e n t  

n e g a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  n e g a t i v e  morpheme is n o t  h e a d i n g  a NegP. 

O y h a r ~ a b a l  (l384) p r e s e n t s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  f u r t h e r  

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  case i n  (11) f r o m  a 

s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  case l i k e  ( 2 b ) .  S e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  c a n  t a k e  

w i d e r  s c o p e  t h a n  a u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r  i n  s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n ,  

b u t  c o n s t i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n  c a n n o t .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

p a i r :  

(13) a .  [-, e z  d i r a ,  [ ,, d e n a k  e t o r r i  t, ] 
n o t - h a v e  a l l  come 

' A l l  d i d n ' t  come '  

b .  [,., d e n a k .  L,, e z  d i r %  [, t, e t o r r i  t ,  1 
a l l  n o t - h a v e  come 

' A l l  d i d n ' t  come '  

4 . T h e r e  a r e  e x a m p l e s  w h e r e  i t  would  l o o k  l i k e  the 
n e g a t i o n  i s  l i c e n s i n g  a N e g p o l :  

( i )  N i k  d i o t  d e u s i k  e z  eman 
I h a v e  s n y t h i n g  n o t  g i v e n  
' I  h a v e  g i v e n  h e r / h i m  n o t h i n g '  

( i i )  Nilr d i o t  i n o r i  ez  eman 
I h a v e  a n y b o d y - t o  n o t  g i v e n  
' I  h a v e  g i v e n i t  t o  a n y b o d y '  

B u t  t h i s  i l l u s i o n  d e s a p p e a r s  when we i n t r o d u c e  some 
e l e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  N e g p o l  a n d  t h e  n e g a t i o n ,  a s  i n  ( 9 ) .  T h e  
r e a s o n  why s e n t e n c e s  l i l re  ( i )  a d n  ( i i ;  a r e  g o o d  is b e c a u s e  
t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  is as  i n  (iiia, b ) :  

( i i i )  a . N i k  d i o t  p r a  [ d e u s i k  e z ]  eman 
I h a v e  [ n c t  a n y t h i n g ]  g i v e n  

b.Nik d i o t  [ i n o r i  e z ]  p r c  eman 
I have [ n o t  t o  a n y b o d y ]  g i v e n .  



B o t h  ( 1 3 a )  and ( 1 3 b )  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n :  

( 1 3 a )  shows  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  h a v i n g  moved t o  Neg a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  TCC.  ( 1 3 b )  is i d e n t i c a l  

t o  ( 1 3 a ) ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t :  t h e  

s u b j e c t  denah is o u t s i d e  o f  I P ,  p r e s u m a b l y  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  

s p e c i f i e r  o f  t h e  NegP. B o t h  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  h a v e  a s  t h e i r  

mos t  s a l i e n t  ( a n d  f o r  many s p e a k e r s  o n l y )  r e a d i n g  t h e  

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  'Mot a l l  c a m e ' .  

C o n s i d e r  now (14), which  is i d e n t i c a l  t o  ( 1 2 )  i n  a l l  

r e l e v a n t  r e s p e c t s :  

( 1 4 )  d e n a k ,  d i r a ,  [ rp t, [ d z  e t o r r i ]  t .  1 
a l l  h a v e  no t -come 

' A l l  d i d  n o t  come'  

The o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  r a d i n g  f o r  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  is ' A l l  of them 

where  s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  come ' ,  whe re  n e g a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  

t a k e  s c o p e  o v e r  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r .  T h i s  f u r t h e r  

c o n f i r m s  t h e  claim t h a t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  morpheme t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  

e m p h a t i c  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( 1 2 )  is n o t  h e a d i n g  a N e g a t i v e  

P h r a s e ,  and  t h a t  i t  is n o t  a n  i n s t a n c e  o f  s e n t e n c e  



n e g a t i o n .  

The c o n t r a s t  n o t e d  by O y h a r ~ a b a l  ( 1 9 8 4 )  f o r  Basque  a l s o  

o b t a i n s  i n  E n g l i s h :  o n l y  s e n t n e c e  n e g a t i o n  c a n  t a k e  w i d e r  

s c o p e  o v e r  a  s u b j e c t  u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r .  Whereas  ( 1 5 a )  can 

b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  'No t  a l l  o f  them went  t o  t h e  s t o r e ' ,  t h i s  

r e a d i n g  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  ( 1 5 b ) .  The  o n l y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  ( 1 5 b )  is ' A l l  o f  them were  s u c h  

t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  g o  t o  t h e  s t o r e ' .  

( 1 5 )  a .  A l l  o f  them d i d n ' t  g o  t o  t h e  s t o r e .  

b .  A l l  o f  them did n o t  g o  t o  t h e  s t o r e  

T h e r e f o r e ,  I c o n c l u d e  t h a t  Neg and A f f  are i n  complemen ta ry  

d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

2 . 5 .  THE B CATEGORY AND THE B PROJECTION. 

The m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  a b o v e  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  is 

a d e e p  s y n t a c t i c  s i m i l a r i t y  be tween  N e g a t i o n  and 

A f f i r m a t i o n ,  wh ich  g o e s  beyond t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  E n g l i s h  o r  

" e se t sky  ( p . c . )  p o i n t s  o u t  a p r o b l e m  p o s s e d  by t h e  
mere  e x i s t e n c e  o f  what  we a r e  h e r e  c a l l i n g  c o n s t i t u e n t  
n e g a t i o n .  So f a r ,  n o t h i n g  we know o f  p r e v e n t s  a s e n t e n c e  
l i k e  ( i ) :  ( i )  Hary  n o t  l e f t  

Where not  is a n  i n s t a n c e  of  c o n s i t u e n t  n e g a t i o n .  No te  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  p r e v e n t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s  

e i t h e r :  ( i i )  t h a t  no t [ , ,Hary  l e f t ]  
( i i i )  not[,, t h a t  mary l e f t  e a r l y ]  w o r r i e s  me 



Basque  Grammar. Hore  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  d a t a  d i s c u s s e d  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  head  Neg and t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

head  A f f  have  man.y p r o p e r t i e s  i n  common: They  head a 

s e p a r a t e  f u n c t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n ,  and t h i s  p r o j e c t i o n  is 

g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P h r a s e  Marke r .  

Moreove r ,  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  is s u b j e c t  t o  p a r a m e t r i c  v a r i a t i o n :  

be low T e n s e ,  a s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  o r  a b o v e  T e n s e ,  as  i n  B a s q u e .  

S i m i l a r  s y n t a c t i c  b e h a v i o r  and complemen ta ry  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

a r e  q u i t e  r e l i a b l e  symptoms when d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  two 

g i v e n  i t e m s  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  same s y n a t c t i c  c a t e g o r y .  Given  

t h a t  t h e  h e a d s  Neg and Aff d o  e x h i b i t  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  

symptoms,  w e  c an  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e l e m e n t s  o f  a 

b r o a d e r  s e t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e i r  own. 

I w i l l  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  b o t h  t h e s e  h e a d s  b e l o n g  i n  a more 

a b s t r a c t  c a t e g o r y ,  wh ich  I w i l l  c a l l  2 .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  H 

p r o j e c t s  a H Phrase, as  s c h e m a t i z e d  i n  ( 1 6 ) :  

(16) a .  E n g l i s h  b .  Basque  



The  claim made h e r e  is t h a t  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  d o  n o t  have a 

s e p a r a t e  s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y  f o r  n e g a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n c l u d c  

t h i s  e l e m e n t  i n  a b r o a d e r ,  more  a b s t r a c t  c a t e g o r y .  One o t h e r  

e l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  a s  I h a v e  a r g u e d ,  is e m p h a t i c  

a f f i r m a t i o n .  

2.5.1. E l e m e n t s  in C.  

Are t h e r e  m o r e  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  b e l o n g  i n  X? I w i l l  now a r g u e  

t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  is a f f i r m a t i v e :  t h e r e  is a t  

l e a s t  o n e  m o r e  e l e m e n t ,  both i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  i n  B a s q u e  t h a t  

b e l o n g s  i n  t h i s  Z c a t e g o r y .  

I n  E n g l i s h ,  t h e  e l e m e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  c a n d i d a t e  

f o r  2 is e m p h a t i c  s o .  K l i m a  (1964)  n o t e s  t h a t  

. . .  w i t h  c e r t a i n  m i n o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  as  t o  p e r m i s s i b l e  
e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p a r t i c l e  s o  
d u p l i c a t e  t h o s e  o f  not. T h e i r  p l a c e m e n t  i n  t h e  f i n i t e  
v e r b  c h a i n  is t h e  same a n d  b o t h  o c c a s i o n  a s u p p o r t i n g  
do i n  t h e  same  way. (Klina 1964:257 )  

T h i s  b e h a v i o r  o f  so is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  p a r a d i g m  i n  

(17)) t a k e n  f r o m  K l i m a  ( 1 9 6 4 ) :  

( 1 7 )  a . T h e  w r i t e r s  c o u l d  s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  boy 

b . * T h e  wr i t e r s  s o  b e l i e v e d  t h e  b o y  

c . T h e  wr i te rs  d i d  s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  b o y  



The meaning  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c l e  is t i g h t l y  l i n k e d  t o  n e g a t i o n  

and  a f f i r m a t i o n .  T h u s ,  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  wh ich  e m p h a t i c  so i s  

o n e  where  t h e  s p e a k e r  uh isP .es  t o  d e n y  a  d e n i a l ,  a s  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n :  

(18) A :  P e t e r  L e f t  e a r l y  

B :  P e t e r  t l i d n ' t  l e a v e  e a r l y  

C: P e t e r  d i d  so l e a v e  e a r l y  

Where A, B and C  s t a n d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s p e a k e r s .  The 

complemen ta ry  d i t r i b u t i o n  be tween  neg,  aff and so is a g a i n  

s t r i g h t f o r w a r d l y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  u n d e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  

t h e y  head  t h e  same s y n t a c t i c  p r o j e c t i o n :  

( 1 9 )  a .  *The writers d i d  s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  boy 

b .  *The writers  d i d n ' t  s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  boy 

A l s o  i n  B a s q u e ,  t h e r e  is o n e  more c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  

8 ,  which  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  e m p h a t i c  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t :  

t h e  p a r t i c l e  bat  O r t i z  d e  U r b i n a  (1989)  h a s  a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  

? As n o t e d  by many t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a m m a r i a n s ,  t h i s  
p a r t i c l e  is i n  f a c t  a c o n t r a c t e d  b a i  ' y e s * .  I t  is a l s o  
p o s s i b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  fo rm b a i  i n s t e a d  of ba: 

( i )  J o n  b a i d a  e t o r r i  
J o n  y e s - h a s  a r r i v e d  
' Jon  h a s  s o  a r r i v e d '  



o u t  a number  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e  

ez and t h i s  a f f i r m a t i v e  e l e m e n t  ba, s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

l a t e r  may b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a t r e a t m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  

n e g a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  d e r i v e  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b o t h  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  

s a m e  c a t e g o r y  2 .  E m p h a t i c  ba i n d u c e s  t h e  l e f t w a r d s  movement 

o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y ,  l i k e  n e g  a n d  aff  d o :  

( 2 0 )  a .  J o n  ez d a  e t o r r i  
J o n  n o t  h a s  a r r i v e d  

' e o n  h a s n ' t  a r r i v e d '  

b .  J o n  ba da e t o r r i  
J o n  s o  h a s  a r r i v e d  

' J o n  h a s  s o  a r r i v e d '  

S i m i l a r l y  t o  E n g l i s h  s o ,  t h e  c o n t e x t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  u s e  o f  

t h i s  p a r t i c l e  is f e l i c i t o u s  i n v o l v s s  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  a d e n i a l ,  

t h a t  is,  a c o n t e x t  l i k e  t h e  o n e  i n  ( 1 8 ) .  T h e  p a r t i c l e  ba is 

d e s c r i b e d  as an a f f i r m a t i v e  m a r k e r  i n  t h e  Grammar e d i t e d  by 

t h e  Academy o f  t h e  B a s q u e  L a n g u a g e  ( E u s k a l t z a i n d i a ) ,  i n  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  morpheme:  

T h e  f i r s t  s e t  o f  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  p l a c e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  
i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  is c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  t o  d o  
w i t h  t h e  t r u t h  va lue  t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  a t t a c h e s  t o  t h e  
u t t e r a n c e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p a r t i c l e s  ba a n d  ez. 

[ A d i z k i  j o k a t u a r e n  a l d a n e n e n a n  k o k a t z e n  d i r e n  
e l e m e n t u e n  l e h e n  s a i l a  h i z t u n a k  b e r e  e s a n a r i  e g o z t e n  
d i o n  egibalioarekin z e r i k u s i a  d u t e n e k  o s a t z e n  d u t e ,  
"ba-" e t a  "ez" p a r t i k u l e k ,  h a i n  z u z e n  e r e . ]  

( E u s k a l t z a i n d i a  1987 :488 ) .  



B o t h  ba ' s o '  and  ez ' n o t '  are i n  complemen ta ry  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  

we have  a l r e a d y  argued t h a t  t h e  empty aff  c a n n o t  c o o c u r  w i t h  

neg n e i t h e r  i n  Basque o r  E n g l i s h .  G iven  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

o n l y  p h o n o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  [,,J is s t r e s s ,  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  

complemen ta ry  d i s t r i b u t i o n  must  b e  i n d i r e c t ,  l i k e  t h e  one  

p r e s e n t e d  a b o v e .  

T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  i n  Basque  showing  t h a t  aff and  ba a re  a l s o  

i n  complemen ta ry  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  

( 2 1 ) :  

( 2 1 )  a. I r u n e  I,,, I d a  e t o r r i  

Irune [,,, J h a s  a r r i v e d  

b .  I r u n e  b a d a  e t o r r i  

I r u n e  s o - h a s  a r r i v e d  

T h e r e  is a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  be tween  ( 2 1 a )  and 

(21b). I n  t h e  case o f  the empty aff  morphene ,  t h e  e m p h a t i c  

a f f i r m a t i o n  is p l a c e d  on t h e  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  ZP, 

whereas i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  ba, t h e  e m p h a t i c  a f f i r m a t i o n  r e m a i n s  

on t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  I f  i t  were p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  b o t h  

L,,] and  ba i n  a s i n g l e  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  o u t p u t  would be  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  'MARY d i d  r e a d  t h e  b o o k ' .  However,  as n o t e d  

i n  t h e  Grammar o f  E u s k a l t z a i n d i a  (1987), t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  



p a r t i c l e  ba p r e c l u d e s  f o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  element. 

Under o u r  p r o p o s a l ,  t h i s  f a c t  has a s i m p l e  e x p l a n a t i o n :  

L,,], ba and  neg c a n n o t  c o o c u r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  

same c a t e g o r y :  

( 2 2 )  a .  Basque  E n g l i s h  

The p i c t u r e  t h a t  a r i s e s  f rom t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  b o t h  Basque 

and E n g l i s h  is h e n c e  t h a t  2 h a s  a v e r y  s h a r p l y  d e t e r m i n e d  

s e m a n t i c  n a t u r e :  The t y p e  o f  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  H a l l  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  t r u t h  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e :  

t h e y  e i t h e r  r e v e r s e  t h e  t r u t h  v a l u e  ( n e g ) ,  o r  t h e y  a f f i r m  i t  

( a f f ) ,  o r  t h e y  deny that i t  is f a l s e  ( ' s o ' ,  ' b a ' ) .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  we c o u l d  c h a r c t e r i z e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  2 i n  t e r m s  

o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s :  Nng c a n c e l s  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  

p r e s u p o s i t i o n ,  Aff  c a n c e l s  a n e g a t i v e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n ,  and 

so/ba c a n c e l s  t h e  c a n c e l a t i o n  of  an a f f i r m a t i v e  

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n .  



2.6. NEGATIVE FRONTING IN ROHANCE. 

The phenomenon I want t o  c o n s i d e r  now is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

( 2 3 )  a .  no  v i n o  n a d i e  c .  * v i m  n a d i e  
n o t  came anybody cams anybody 

'Nobody came' C 'nobody came ' ) 

b .  n a d i e  v i n o  
nobody came 

d .  n a d i e  fio v i n o  
.nobody n o t  came 

'Nobody came ' 'nobody d i d n  ' t come ' 

The pa rad igm i n  ( 2 3 )  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  v e r y  well-known 

phenomenon i n  Romance, which is n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  S p a n i s h ,  

f rom where t h e  examples  a r e  t a k e n ;  t h i s  phenomenon is 

p r e s e n t  a l s o  i n  S t a n d a r d  I t a l i a n ,  C a t a l a n ,  P o r t u g u e s e ,  and 

many o t h e r  Romance d i a l e c t s .  

What is p u z z l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  paradigm i n  ( 2 3 )  is t h a t  t h e  

c o n s t i t u e n t  nadie seems t o  behave  a s  i f  it had a  d o u b l e  

n a t u r e :  i n  h a l f  o f  t h e  cases ( 2 3 a )  and ( 2 3 ~ ) .  i t  behaves  

l i k e  a  s t a n d a r d  p o l a r i t y  item ( C f .  ' a n y b o d y ' ) ,  i n  t h a t  i t  

n e e d s  n e g a t i o n  t o  be l i c e n s e d .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  

c a s e s ,  however,  it b e h a v e s  l i k e  a  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  

q u a n t i f i e r  ( C f .  ' nobody ' ) ,  c a r r y i n g  a  n e g a t i v e  meaning of 

its own. 



T h e r e  is a whole s e t  of  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  behave i n  t h i s  

f a s h i o n :  nadie  ' anybody ' ,  nada, ' a n y t h i n g ' ,  ' a t  a l l ' ,  ningiin 

' a n y ' ,  nunca ' e v e r ' ,  n i  ' e i t h e r '  . . .  Given t h a t  most of  them 

b e g i n  w i t h  ' n - ' ,  I w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  s e t  o f  e l e m e n t s  a s  n- 

words: 

The p a r a d o x i c a l  b e h a v i o r  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 2 3 )  h a s  l e d  some 

a u t h o r s  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  two s e r i e s  o f  n-words: 

On t h e  o n e  hand,  t h e r e  would b e  a  nadie ,  which would b e  t h e  

e q u i v a l e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  ' anyone ' ,  a  p o l a r i t y  item with 

e x i s t e n t i a l  i m p o r t  t h a t  must b e  l i c e n s e d  by some o t h e r  

e l e m e n t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  l e x i c o n  o f  t h e s e  Romance 

l a n g u a g e s  would have  a second  item, p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  

b u t  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  i ts  meaning and s y n t a c t i c  b e h a v i o r .  

T h i s  i t e m ,  l e t  u s  c a l l  it nadie ,  would b e  a  u n i v e r s a l  

n e g a t i v e  q u a n t i f i e r  l i k e  t h e  E n g l i s h  ' nobody ' .  

Under t h i s  v iew,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  answered when f a c e d  w i t h  

t h e  paradigm i n  ( 2 3 )  is how t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o r r e c t  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two d i f f e r e n t  l e x i o a i  items. P u t  it 

7 Not a l l  o f  them d o ,  however.  T h e r e  s e t  of o l e m e n t s  
t h a t  behave  l i k e  nadie  i n  (15) a l s o  i n c l u d e  apenas ' h a r d l y ' ,  
en modo alguno ' i n  any way' and en l a  v ida  ' i n  my l i f e  ' , a s  
n o t e d  i n  Bosque (1980).  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  nada 
' a n y t h i n g '  and nadie  ' anyone '  d o  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  from n e g a t i v e  
words ,  b u t  from p o s i t i v e  o n e s .  Thus ,  nada h a s  i ts  o r i g i n  i n  
L a t i n  res nata 'born  t h i n g ' ,  a p h r a s e  o f  v e r y  f r e q u e n t  u s e  
that e v e n t u a l l y  became a P o l a r i t y  Item; s i m i l a r l y ,  nadie  
o r i g i n a t e s  i n  Lhrmin~~) nati ' b o r n  (men) '  ( C f .  Corominas 
( 19XX) ) . 



d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e  t a s k  of  t h e  p e r s o n  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  l anguage  

is t o  f i g u r e  o u t  when t o  u s e  e a c h  of t h e  i t e m s .  T h i s  task is 

by no  means t r i v i a l  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  Romance. For  example ,  

nad ie , i s  n o t  a l lowed  t o  o c c u r  i n  c e r t a i n  e n v i r o n m e n t s  where 

i ts  E n g l i s h  e q u i v a l e n t  is p e r f e c t l y  c o n f o r t a b l e ,  a s  shown i n  

( 2 4 ) :  

(24 )  a .  I a t e  n o t h i n g  

b .  *Comi nada  

The d o u b l e - n a d i e  h y p o t h e s i s  h a s  been d e f e n d e d  by Longobardi  

(1986) and Z a n n u t t t i n i  (1989) i n  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  a n a l y s e s .  

Here ,  I w i l l  d e f e n d  t h e  v iew t h a t  t h e r e  is a  s i n g l e  s e t  of  

n-words,  and t h a t  t h e y  a r e  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  items, t h a t  i s ,  

e x i s t e n t i a l  q u a n t i f i e r s .  B e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  t h e  

a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  a rguments  p u t  fo rward  by t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  d e f e n d e r s  of  t h e  doub le - r  L d i e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  n-words.  

2.8.1. On t h e  N a t u r e  o f  N-words. 

Z a n n u t t t i n i  (1989) a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two t y p e s  of  n- 

words:  The f i r s t  t y p e  o c c u r s  i n  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  

and i t  is an e x i s t e n t i a l  q u a n t i f i e r s ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  E n g l i s h  

N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  items ( ' a n y b o d y ' ) .  The second  t y p e  o c c u r s  



i n  d e c l a r a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  and i t  is a u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  

q u a n t i f i e r ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  E n g l i s h  'nobody ' .  

Hence, c a s e s  of  n-words i n  q u e s t i o n  o r  c o n d i t i o n a l s ,  where 

t h e  items a r e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  E n g i i s h  P o l a r i t i e s ,  a r e  

i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  of n-words.  ( 2 5 )  i l l u s t r a t e s  

some examples  : 

(25 )  a .  Ha t e l e f o n a t o  n e s s u n o  

'Has anybody phoned? ' 

b .  Voleva s a p e r e  se n e s s u n o  ha t e l e f o n a t o  

'She wanted t o  know whether  anybody had phoned '  

( f rom Z a n n u t t i n i  (1989) )  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  examples  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  (23), where t h e  

env i ronment  is d e c l a r a t i v e ,  a r e  t a k e n  t o  b e  i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  

second  t y p e  of  n-word, t h a t  is, t h e  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  o n e .  

Thus, what Z a n n u t t i n i  c l a i m s  is t h a t  t h e r e  is a c o r r e l a t i o n  

between i n t e r r o g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  and e x i s t e n t i a l  n-words 

i n  one hand,  and d e c l a r a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  and u n i v e r s a l  

n e g a t i v e  n-words i n  t h e  o t h e r .  T h i s  is s c h e m a t i z e d  i n  ( 2 6 ) :  

(28 )  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  e x i s t e n t i a l  n-word 
( ' anybody'  ) 

d e c l a r a t i v e  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  
n-word ( 'nobody'  ) 



: The p rob lems  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i t i o n  is t h a t  t h e  wrong k i n d  of 

n-word can  o c c u r  i n  t h e  wrong k ind  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Thus', i t  

is p o s s i b l e  t o  have  n-words w i t h  a  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  

meaning i n  q u e s t i o n s ,  and it is p o s s i b l e  t o  have n-words 

w i t h  an e x i s t e n t i a l  impor t  i n  n o n - i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

The f i r s t  c a s e  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (27): 

(27) 

a .  He p r e g u n t a r o n  s i  n a d i e  s a b i a  l a  r e s p u e s t a  

'They a s k e d  me whe the r  nobody knew t h e  a n s w e r '  

b .  q u i 6 n  d e r r i b 6  e l  nunca  t e r m i n a d o  p u e n t e  d o  l a  Hagdalena  

'Who demol i shed  t h e  n e v e r  f i n i s h e d  b r i d g e  of  Magdalena? ' 

Accord ing  t o  Z a n n u t t i n i  's p a r t i t i o n ,  t h e  nad ie  and nunca 
\ 

p r e s e n t  i n  ( 2 7 a )  and ( 2 7 b )  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  s h o u l d  b e  of  t h e  

e x i s t e n t i a l  k i n d .  However, as can b e  deduced from t h e  

g l o s s e s ,  t h e  meaning o f  t h e s e  two items i n  e a c h  of  t h e  

examples  is n o t  e x i s t e n t i a l ,  b u t  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e .  T h a t  I 
is, t h e y  d o  n o t  t r a n s l a t e  as E n g l i s h  'anybody'  o r  ' e v e r ' ,  1 
b u t  r a t h e r ,  a s  E n g l i s h  'nobody'  and ' n e v e r ' .  1 

A c t u a l l y ,  ( 2 7 a )  is ambiguous.  The p r e v e r b a l  n-word 
can  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  as ' anybody* o r  'nobody' .  T h i s  a m b i g u i t y  
is e x p l a i n e d  i n  c h a p t e r  3. Note t h a t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  
t h i s  a rgument ,  i t  is enough t h a t  ( 2 7 a )   an have an  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l i k e  t h  one g i v e n  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  



I t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  have  e x i s t e n t i a l  n-words i n  non- 

i n t e r r o g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  C o n s i d e r  ( 2 8 ) :  

( 2 8 )  P e d r o  dudn q u e  venga  n a d i e  

' P e t e r  d o u b t s  t h a t  anybody w i l l  come' 

The embedded c l a u s e  c o n t a i n s  a  n-word, which n e v e r t h e l e s s  is 

n o t  a u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e ,  b u t  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  q u a n t i f i e r .  

T h a t  is, it  is n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  E n g l i s h  ' n o b o d y * ,  b u t  t o  

E n g l i s h  ' anvbody ' .  

Given t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  w e  can  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  even i f  t h e r e  were 

two sets of n-words, i t  would n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

them i n  terms o f  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  v e r s u s  d e c l a r a t i v e  c o n t e x t s .  

The  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  s o  f a r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n-words behave  l i k e  

Negative P o l a r i t y  items i n  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  e x c e p t  i n  one:  

o n l y  when t h e y  o c c u r  p r e v e r b a l l y  d o  t h e y  seem t o  behave  l i k e  

U n i v e r s a l  N e g a t i v e  Q u a n t i f i e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  items a r e  

l i c e n s e d  i n  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  where E n g l i s h  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  

items are l i c e n s e d :  q u e s t i o n s  ( 2 5 a ) ,  ( 2 7 a , b ) ,  c o n d i t i o n a l s  

( 2 5 b ) ,  and n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  ( 2 3 a , c ) ,  ( 2 6 ) .  They a r e  

a l s o  l i c e n s e d  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e s ,  a s  shown i n  ( 2 9 ) :  



( 2 9 )  Mar ia  c a n t a  mejor  q u e  n inguno  d e  v o s o t r o s  

'Uary s i n g s  b e t t e r  t h a n  any  o f  you '  

And i n  a l l  o t h e r  p r e d i c a t e s  t h a t  t y p i c a l l y  i n v o l v e  P o l a r i t y  

l i c e n s e r s ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  i n  Bosque ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  Some 

f u r t h e r  examples  are g i v e n  i n  (30)  ( f r o m  Bosque ( 1 9 8 0 ) :  

(30)  a .  Anton io  e s t a b a  e n  c o n t r a  d e  i r  a  ninguna parte 

'Anthony was a g a i n s t  g o i n g  anywhere '  

b .  Perdimos  l a  e s p e r a n z a  d e  e n c o n t r a r  ninguna s a l i d a  

'We l o s t  hope of  f i n d i n g  any  way o u t '  

We a l s o  f i n d  n-words i n s i d e  DPs headed by a u n i v e r s a l  

q u a n t i f i e r ,  a  domain i n  which NPIs a r e  l i c e n s e d  i n  E n g l i s h  

(Ladusaw ( 1980)  ) : 

(31) En esta r e u n i d n ,  t o d o  a q u e l  q u e  t e n g a  nada q u e  d e c i r  

t e n d r i  o c a s i 6 n  d e  h a b l a r  

' I n  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  e v e r y o n e  who h a s  a n y t h i n g  t o  s a y  

w i l l  have a chance  t o  t a l k '  

Z a n n u t t i n i  (1989)  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of p o s t v e r b a l  n-  

words i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  is t h a t  o f  a u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  

q u a n t i f i e r s .  The c e n t r a l  t e s t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  

claim is t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  it is a r g u e d  t h a t  P o l a r i t y  i t e m s  



c a n n o t  b e  m o d i f i e d  by quas i  ' a l m o s t  ' , whereas  n e g a t i v e  

q u a n t i f i e r s  c a n .  The c o n t r a s t  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 3 2 )  ( f r o m  

Z a n n u t t i n i  (1989)): 

( 3 2 )  a .  Quasi  nessuno h a  t e l e f o n a t o  

'Almost nobody h a s  c a l l e d '  

b .  #on h a  t e l e f o n a t o  quas i  nessuno 

'Almost nobody c a l l e d '  

c .  *Ha t e l e f o n a t o  q u a s i  neesuno? 

( 'Has  a l m o s t  anybody c a l l e d ? ' )  

The p o i n t  of  t h e  pa rad igm is t o  show t h a t ,  whereas  t h e  

nessuno i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  (32c) c a n n o t  b e  m o d i f i e d  by 

d m ~ & ,  b o t h  nessunos i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  can  ( 3 2 a ) ,  

However, t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h i s  t e s t  becames less  c l e a r  when 

we c o n s i d e r  P o l a r i t y  i t e m s  l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n .  Thus ,  i f  we 

t a k e  cases w i t h  u n c o n t r o v e r s i a l  P o l a r i t y  items i n  o t h e r  

l a n g u a g e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  t e s t  are n o t  t h e  o n e s  

e x p e c t e d .  C o n s i d e r  f o r  example E n g l i s h  and Basque.  S i m i l a r l y  

t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  example i n  ( 3 2 ~ ) )  i t  is t r u e  t h a t  P o l a r i t y  

items l i c e n s e d  i n  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  y i e l d  

ungrammat ica l  r e s u l t s ,  as shown i n  ( 3 3 ) :  



( 33 )  a .  * I k u s i  duzu e m  fnor? 
s e e n  have-you a l m o s t  anybody 

t. *Have you s e e n  a l m o s t  anybody? 

When t h e  l i c e n s e r  is n e g a t i o n ,  however,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

m o d i f y i n g  t h e  NPI w i t h  almost improve c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  and t h e  

s e n t e n c e s  are a t  most m a r g i n a l .  I n  f a c t ,  f o r  most  s p e a k e r s ,  

i n  t h e s e  n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h e  P o l a r i t y  items can  be 

m o d i f i e d  by ~ ~ Q s L  w i t h o u t  i n d u c i n g  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y ,  as 

(34 )  i l l u s t r a t e s :  

(34 )  a. Ez d u t  em inor i k u s i  
neg-have-I  a l m o s t  anybody s e e n  

b .  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  a l m o s t  anybody 

Given t h e s e  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  (32b) is w e l l  formed d o e s  

n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  i t  is a u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r .  What it shows 

is t h a t ,  when l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n ,  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  P o l a r i t y  

items is d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  when t h e  l i c e n s e r  is some o t h e r  

e l e m e n t .  

F u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  n-word items 

are N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items is found when w e  examine t h e i r  

b e h a v i o r  a f t e r  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  ein ' w i t h o u t ' .  I n  E n g l i s h ,  

N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t i e s  are l i c e n s e d  when t h e y  o c c u r  w i t h i n  PPs 

headed b i  ( 35 ) :  

( 35 )  a .  I have  l e f t  w i t h o u t  any money 

b .  U i t h o u t  a n y t h i n g  t o  ea t ,  t h e  p r i s i o n e r s  

s t a r v e d  t o  d e a t h  



On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  n e g a t i v e  q u a n t i f i e r s  i n s i d e  PPs headed by 

without i n d u c e  a  d o u b l e - n e g a t  i o n  r e a d i n g 9 ( 3 6 )  : 

(38) a .  I wanted t o  l e a v e  w i t h  nobody n o t i c i n g ,  b u t  I had 

t o  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  nobody n o t i c i n g  

The b e h a v i o r  of  n-words i n  t h i s  env i ronment  is p a r a l l e l  t o  

NPIs,  and u n l i k e  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e s ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  inLo 

(37): 

7 The example p r e s e n t e s  t h e  u s u a l  d i f f i c u l t y  d i s p l a y e d  
by cases o f  d o u b l e  n e g a t i o n ,  b u t  it f a c t o r s  o u t  as ' w i t h  
somebody n o t i c i n g '  a f t e r  some e f f o r t .  

& O Z a n n u t t i n i  ( 1 9 8 9 )  n o t e s  t h i s  f a c t  i n  I t a l i a n  and 
c l a i m s  t h a t  senea ' w i t h o u t '  is n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  
c h a i n  a l g o r i t h m  a t  p l a y  i n  Romance, whereby t h e  s e m a n t i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e s  ' f a c t o r e s  o u t '  
t h e  n e g a t i v e  f o r c e  o f  a l l  n e g a t i v e s  domina ted  by t h e  one  c- 
commanding I P ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  o n l y  t h e i r  q u a n t i f i c a t i o n a l  
f o r c e .  T h i s  p r e p o s i t i o n  a l w a y s  s t a r t s  a new n e g a t i v e  c h a i n .  
T h e r e  are two p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  ' n e g a t i v e  c h a i n '  mechanism. 
The f i r s t  o n e ' i s  t h a t  i t  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  a s e n t e n c e  l i k e  ( i )  
s h o u l d  b e  a case o f  d o u b l e  n e g a t i o n ,  l i k e  ( i i )  is, g i v e n  
t h a t  t h e r e  are  two n e g a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  c-commanding I P :  

( i )  nunca  n a d i e  me h a  t r a t a d o  a s i  
'Nobody h a s  e v e r  t r e a t e d  me l i k e  t h a t '  

( i i )  n a d i e  no ha  v e n i d o  
'Nobody h a s n ' t  a r r i v e d *  

Under Z a n n u t t i n i ' s  a p p r o a c h ,  s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  
l a n g u a g e s  is c-commanding I P  a l r e a d y  a t  D - S t r u c t u r e .  Both 
s e n t e n c e s  are p r e d i c t e d  t o  b e  c a s e s  of  d o u b l e  n e g a t i o n ,  b u t  
o n l y  one  of  them is .  

The second  problem is t h a t  ( i i i )  is p r e d i c t e d  t o  b e  
g r a m m a t i c a l ,  s i n c e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s i n  is c-commanding I P ,  and 
s h o u l d  t h u s  c r e a t e  a  n e g a t i v e  c h a i n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
p o s t v e r b a l  nada: 

( i i i )  * s i n  d i n e r o  he  comprado n a d a  
(Wi thou t  money have I bought  a n y t h i n g ' )  



(37 

a .  He s a l i d o  s i n  d i n e r o  

'I  heve l e f t  w i t h o u t  money' 

b .  S i n  nada q u e  comer,  10s p r i s i o n e r o s  mur ie ron  d e  hambre 

'Without  a n y t h i n g  t o  e a t ,  t h e  p r i s i o n e r s  d i e d  of  hunger '  

Horeover ,  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  n-words i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  is 

i d e n t i c a l  t o  a l l  o t h e r  NPIs i n  S p a n i s h ,  even t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  

n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  p r e v e r b a l  p o s i t i o n ,  l i k e  un real ' a  r e d  

c e n t ' .  Thus ,  t h i s  NPI can  o c c u r  p o s t v e r b a l l y  i n  a n e g a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  it c a n n o t  b e  p l a c e d  p r e v e r b a l l y  w i t h o u t  

n e g a t i o n ,  as shown i n  (38)'f 

(38) a .  No t e n g o  un r e a l  

'I  d o n ' t  have  a r e d  c e n t '  

b .  *Un real t e n g o  

( ' I  d o n ' t  have a r e d  c e n t ' )  

I. These  NPIs are l i c e n s e d  when t h e y  o c c u r  as complements  of 

s i n  ' w i t h o u t '  : 

(39)  a .  He s a l i d o  s i n  un real  

' I  l e f t  w i t h o u t  a penny '  

The o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  r e a d i n g  f o r  ( 2 8 b )  is ' I  have  a  
c e n t ' ,  where it is no l o n g e r  a NPI. 
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T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  s e m a n t i c  p r o p e r t i e s  

o f  sin i n  Romance a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  of  

g e r m a n i c  withaut, i n  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  l a t e r  a l l o w s  NPIs a s  i ts  

complements .  Both p r e p o s i t i o n s  a r e  l i c e n s e r s  of  N P I s ,  and n- 

words behave l i k e  NPIs when c-commanded by i t .  

I w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  is o n l y  one  s e t  of  n- 

words i n  t h e  l e x i c o n  of  S p a n i s h ,  C a t a l a n ,  I t a l i a n  and 

P o r t u g u e s e ,  and t h a t  t h e s e  items are indeed  P o l a r i t y  items 

( a n d  t h e r e f o r e  e x i s t e n t i a l  q u a n t i f i e r s ) .  

Hence, t h e r e  is no s p e c i a l  t a s k  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n e r  

h a s  t o  comple te  i n  f i g u r i n g  o u t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  n- 

words .  T h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is t h e  same as o t h e r  P o l a r i t y  

items i n  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  E n g l i s h  and Basque,  and it d o e s n ' t  

i n v o l v e  any  l a n g u a g e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r a t e g y ,  b u t  i t  conforms t o  

w h a t e v e r  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  on P o l a r i t y  

l i c e n s i n g :  t h e  s e t  o f  p o s s i b l e  l i c e n s e r s  and t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

under  which l i c e n s i n g  is o b t a i n e d  ((Ladusaw ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  

L i n e b a r g e r  (1987)) .  

2.6.2, On the Preverbkl Position of nadie words. 

A f t e r  h a v i n g  conc luded  t h a t  n-words a r e  P o l a r i t y  items, t h e  

t a s k  now is t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  case i n  which t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  

behave  l i k e  n e g a t i v e  q u a r t i f i e r s .  The env i ronment  i n  which 



n-words d o  n o t  conform t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e h a v i o r  o f  P o l a r i t y  

i t e m s  is t h e  one i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (23b,c), r e p e a t e d  h e r e  a s  

(40a, b )  : 

(40 )  a .  n a d i e  ha  v e n i d o  

'nobody h a s  a r r i v e d '  

b .  n a d i e  no  h a  v e n i d o  

'nobody hasn  ' t a r r i v e d  ' 

I n  ( 4 0 a ) ,  n-word d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  a t  a l l ,  

g i v e n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of any o v e r t  n e g a t i v e  m a r k e r .  I n  (40b) ,  

t h e  n e g a t i v e  marker  is p r e s e n t ,  b u t  i t  i n d u c e s  d o u b l e  

n e g a t i o n ;  t h e  s e n t e n c e  t h e n  means t h a t  ' everybody h a s  

a r r i v e d  ' 'f 

The q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  what f o l l o w s  is what t h e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  n-ward is i n  ( 4 0 a )  and ( 4 0 b ) .  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  

I t  must b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  whereas  t h i s  is t r u e  
f o r  S p a n i s h ,  I t a l i a n  and P o r t u g u e s e ,  i t  is n o t  s o  f o r  
C a t a l a n .  The e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  (15a) and (15b) i n  s t a n d a r d  
C a t a l a n  are synonimous:  

( i )  ningij  ha  a r r i b a t  
'nobody h a s  a r r i v e d  ' 

( i i )  n i n g d  no  h a  a r r i b a t  
'nobody h a s  a r r i v e d  ' 

where t h e  f i r s t  c h o i c e  is more common i n  spoken l a n g u a g e  
( L l e 6  (1978)). 



t h i s  p o s i t i o n  is n o t  t h e  S p e c i f i e r  o f  I P ,  b u t  r a t h e r  the 

s p e c i f i e r  o f  a HP, g e n e r a t e d  a b o v e  I P .  

A s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  b e g g i n i g n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  is a 

who le  s e t  o f  l ex ica l  items t h a t  s h a r e  t h e  same p r o p e r t i e s  

t h a t  n-word h a s .  Some o f  them are  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 1 ) :  

( 4 1 ) a .  Maria n u n c a  v i e n e  e .  n a d a  q u i e r e  Maria 

'Mary n e v e r  comes '  ' n o t h i n g  l o v e s  Mary'  

b .  Maria n o  v i e n e  n u n c a  f .  No q u i e r e  n a d a  Maria 

Mary d o e s n ' t  come e v e r  Mary d o e s n ' t  wan t  a n y t h i n g  

c .  *Maria v i e n e  n u n c a  g. * Q u i e r e  n a d a  Maria 

( H a r y  comes e v e r )  (Mary w a n t s  a n y t h i n g )  

d .  Haria n u n c a  n o  v i e n e  h .  Nada n o  q u i e r e  Maria 

Mary n e v e r  d o e s n ' t  come n o t h i n g  d o e s n  ' t  wan t  Mary 

The  e x a m p l e s  i n  ( 4 1 )  show t h a t  t h e  p r e v e r b a l  q u a n t i f i e r  need  

n o t  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  s e n t e n c e .  The  f i r s t  column 

i l l u s t r a t e s  cases where  t h e  p r e p o s e d  e l e m e n t  is a n  a d j u n c t .  

The  s e c o n d  column i l l u s t r a t e s  c a s e s  whe re  t h e  p r e p o s e d  

e l e m e n t  is t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  One o f  t h e  ser ies  h a s  

p r e v e r b a l  s u b j e c t s  and  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  h a s  p o s t v e r b a l  



s u b j e c t s ,  and b o t h  o r d e r s  of  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  A? 

Although t h e  phenomenon a t  s t a k e  is n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y ,  and t h u s  any argument  o r  

a d j u n c t  o f  t h e  n-word s e t  can  o c c u r  p r e v e r b r i l l y ,  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  is v e r y  r e s t r i c t i v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  number of 

e l e m e n t s  t h a t  can  p r e c e d e  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ,  and w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e n t o n a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  them. 

A s  n o t e d  by Bosque ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  o n l y  one  n-word is a l l o w e d  t o  

o c c u r  p r e v e r b a l l f 4 :  

I? For  a more d e t a i l e d  list o f  a l l  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  
b e l o n g  i n  t h i s  c lass s e a  L l e 6  (1978)  f o r  C a t a l a n  and Bosque 
( 1 9 8 0 )  f o r  S p a n i s h .  

a 4  . T h e r e  is one  i n s t a n c e  where a l l  s p e a k e r s  a g r e e  t h a t  
two nadie words c a n  p r e c e d e  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  T h i s ' c a s e  
i n v o l v e s  t h e  e l e m e n t s  nadie  ' anybody '  and nunca ' e v e r ' :  

( i )  Nunca n a d i e  a f i r m 6  t a l  c o s a  
'Never d i d  anybody assert s u c h  a  t h i n g '  

( i i) Nadie  nunca  a f i r m 6  t a l  c o s a  
'Nobody e v e r  a s s e r t e d  s u c h  a t h i n g '  

These  f a c t s  h o l d  a l s o  f o r  I t a l i a n ,  a s  n o t e d  by Z a n n u t t i n i  
(1989)  : 

( i i i )  Hai  n e s s u n o  m i  aveva  p a r l a t o  c o s i  
'Never had anyone t a l k e d  tome l i k e  t h a t '  

( i v )  Nessuno mai m e  aveva  p a r l a t o  c o s i  
'Nobody had e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  me l i k e  t h a t '  

The f ac t  t h a t  it is o n l y  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  of t h e s e  two items 
t h a t  makes p o s s i b l e  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  two e l e m e n t s  b e f o r e  
t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  some k i n d  o f  a b s o r p t i o n  
( L a s n i k  & S a i t o  1984) is t a k i n g  place i n  t h e s e  c a s e s .  



( 4 2 )  a .  *Nadie en  n ingun  l u g a r  j u e g a  

( 'Nobody p l a y s  i n  any p l a c e '  ) 

b .  *Nadie a  n a d i e  l e  d i o  d i n e r o  

( 'Nobody g a v e  money t o  a n y b o d y ' )  

c .  *A n a d i e  n a d i e  l e  hace  c a s o  

( ' T o  nobody d o e s  anybody pay a t t e n t i o n ' )  

T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p r e v e r b a l  n-words are 

occupy ing  a u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n ,  which is a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  t o  one  

c o n s t i t u e n t L ?  T y p i c a l l y ,  p o s i t i o n s  d i s p l a y i n  t h i s  k ind  of  

p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  S p e c i f i e r s .  Let u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  two 

l%y j u d g e n e n t s  agree w i t h t  h o s e  i n  Bosque (1980) a s  
t o  t h e  number o f  n - c o n s t i t u e n t s  t h a t  can  o c c u r  p r e v e b a l l y ,  
and t h u s  I d o n ' t  a c c e p t  s e n t e n c e s  w i t h  more t h a t n  one n- 
c o n s t i t u e n t  p r e c e d e s  t h e  v e r b ,  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  
ment ion  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f o o t n o t e .  However, I have  found 
s p e a k e r s  whose judgements  v a r y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s e n t e n c e s  
t h a t  i n v o l v e  more t h a n  one  nadie word p r e c e e d i n g  t h e  v e r b .  I 
h a v e n ' t  found a c o n s i s t e n t  c h a r a c h t e r i z a t i o n  o f  what t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e s e  c a s e s  are,  and d i f f e r e n t  s p e a k e r s  v a r y  
on t h i s  t o o ,  b e i n g  more o r  less  r e s t r i c t i v e  i n  t h e  number 
and /o r  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e p o s e d  n - c o n e i t u e n t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
even i n  t h e  most l i b e r a l  c a s e s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r i n g  of  n- 
c o n s t i t u e n t s  p r e c e e d i n g  t h e  v e r b  must b e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a  
s i n g l e  e n t o n a t i o n a l  p h r a s e ,  w i t h  no  b r e a k  and e m p h a t i c  
stress. 

( i )  - 0  m i n  n a s h  . . . . 
' l e  t r a t a  a s i  

'Nobody t rea ts  any s o n  of mine l i k e  t h a t '  
( i i )  *a ningiin h i j o  mio, n a d i e  l e  t r a t a  a s i  

T h i s  would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r i n g  is 
b e h a v i n g  a s  a s i n g l e  c o n s t i t u e n t  in t h e  s y n t a x ,  much i n  t h e  
f a s h i o n  o f  what have  been r e f e r r e d  t o  as ' q u a n t i f i e r  
a b s o r b t i o n '  p r o c e s s e s  i n  L a s n i k  & S a i t o  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  



c a n d i d a t e s  t h a t  immedia te ly  come t o  mind: S p e c i f i e r  of  I P  

and S p e c f i e r  of  CP. 

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  [Spec ,  IF]. The p o s i t i o n  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  n -  

word i n  f r o n t  o f  I n f l  is d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n  

i n  a number o f  ways: 

U n l i k e  a rguments  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  Spec  of  I P ,  n-words need n o t  

agree w i t h  I n f l e c t i o n ,  as shown i n  ( 2 6 a ) ,  and ( 2 6 8 ) .  Under a  

v iew o f  ag reement  t h a t  r e s t r i c t s  it t o  a  SPEC-Head r e l a t i o n  

( F u k u i  & S p e a s  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ) ,  i f  t h e  p r e p o s e d  n-word were s i t t i n g  

i n  [SPEC,IP] w e  would e x p e c t  e i t h e r  t h a t  i t  would a g r e e  w i t h  

I n f l ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  would n o t .  

Even u n d e r  t h e  v iew o f  I n f l  p u t  f o r w a r d  by  P o l l o c k  (19891, 

where t h i s  c a t e g o r y  s p l i t s  i n t o  two d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t i o n s  

T e n s e  P h r a s e  and Agreement P h r a s e ,  t h e  agreement  f a c t s  a r e  

n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e n d e r e d  i r r e l e v a n t .  L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  

Let u s  c o n s i d e r  f i r s t  a  P h r a s e  S t r u c t u r e  l i k e  t h e  one  

p roposed  by Chomsky (1989), where AgrP d o m i n a t e s  TP,  t h o  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  p r e p o s e d  e l e m e n t  b e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  

h i g h e s t  SPEC i n  t h e  I n f l e c t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is a u t o m a t i c a l y  

r u l e d  o u t ,  g i v e n  t h e  l a c k  o f  ag reement  between t h e  p r e p o s e d  

c o n s t i t u e n t  and I n f  1. The n-word c o u l d  n o t  b e  s i t t i n g  i n  



[SPEC,TP] e i t h e r ,  s i n c e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  would n o t  b e  p r e v e r b a l  

a f t e r  head movement raises Tense  t o  Agr, a s  shown i n  ( 4 3 ) :  

Let u s  c o n s i d e r  a  P h r a s e  S t r u c t u r e  l i k e  t h e  one p roposed  i n  

P o l l o c k  (1989),  where TP is g e n e r a t e d  above AgrP, and l e t  us 

assume t h a t  s u b j e c t  agreement  is r e a l i z e d  by movement of  t h e  

argument  t o  [SPEC,AGRP], as proposed  by Mahajan (1989) f o r  

H i n d i .  Under t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  [SPEC,TP] is st i l l  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  movement. If w e  assume t h a t  i n  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  t h e  

s u b j e c t  moves t h e r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  Extended 

P r o j e c t i o n  P r i n c i p l e  (Hahajan  (1989) ) ,  t h e n  w e  l e a v e  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  open f o r  a  c o n s t i t u e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  

move t o  [SPEC,TP] i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h a t  P r i n c i p l e ,  

s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  way i n  which t h e  E r g a t i v e  s u b j e c t  moves t o  

[SPEC, TP] i n  H i n d i ,  whereas  t h e  argument  showing agreement  

sits i n  [SPEC,AgrP] (Hahajan  (1990)) .  

Adverb p lacement  s u g g e s t s  however t h a t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  is 



n o t  t h e  c o r r e c t  o n e .  I f  s u b j e c t s  and p r e p o s e d  n-words weke 

s i t t i n g  i n t  he s a n e  S p e c i f i e r ,  we would e x p e c t  t h a t  e l e m b n t s  
I 

t h a t  i n t e r v e n e  between t h e  s u b j e c t  and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  veab  

s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  i n t e r v e n e  between t h e  p reposed  n-word and 
, 
I 

t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  T h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is n o t  b o r n e  o u t .  ~ tbr  

i n s t a n c e ,  a d v e r b  p lacement  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  p r e p o s e d  niword 

f rom a s t a n d a r d  s u b j e c t .  Thus ,  a d v e r b s  t h a t  o c c u r  I 

c o n f o r t a b l y  between t h e  s u b j e c t  and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  : a r e  

n o t  p o e s i b l e  b e t a e n  t h e  p r e p o ~ e d  n-word and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  

v e r b ,  as  shown i n  ( 4 4 ) :  I 

( 4 4 )  a .  Haria f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  c a n t a  en  l a  ducha  

Hary o f t e n  s i n g s  i n  t h e  shower i 

b .  4 n a d i e  f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  c a n t a  en  l a  ducha  I 

nobody o f t e n  s i n g s  i n  t h e  shower 

c .  Nadie  c a n t a  f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  en  l a  ducha  

nobody s i n g s  o f t e n  i n  t h e  shower 

( 4 4 a )  shows t h e  a d v e r b  -P i n t e r v e n i n g  between 

t h e  s u b j e c t  Haria adn t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  I n  ( 4 4 b ) ,  we s e e  

t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  when we have  a p r e v e r b a l  n-word. 

T h e r e  is no s e m a n t i c  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  between n-word and t h e  

a d v e r b ,  as  shown i n  ( 4 4 c ) ,  were b o t h  a p p e a r  and t h e  s e n t e n c e  

is grammatical. However, t h e  a d v e r b  must o c c u r  a f t e r  t h e  



p r e v e r b a l  n-word and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  Assuming t h e  a d v e r b  

is i n  t h e  same p o u i t i o n  b o t h  i n  ( 4 4 a )  and ( 4 4 b ) ,  i t  must be 

t h e  case t h a t  n-word is p l a c e d  i n  a p o s i t i o n  h i g h e r  t h a t  

Spac  o f  I P ,  and t h a t  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  h a s  moved upwards 

t o o .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a n  o o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t e d  n-word is 

n o t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  Spec o f  IP/TP. 

The n e x t  p o s s i b l i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  is t h a t  n-words o c c u r  i n  

[SPEC,CP]. T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  c a s e  e i t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  f r o n t e d  

n-word words can  always o c c u r  a f t e r  o v e r t  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s ,  

as i n  (4S)*? 

( 4 5 )  a .  c r e o  [,,que [ n a d i e  ha  v e n i d o ] ]  
t h i f i k - I  t h a t  nobody h a s  come 

'I  t h i n k  t h a t  nobody came' 

b .  l a  mujer  [,,que [nunca c a n t a ] ]  

' t h e  woman t h a t  n e v e r  s i n g s '  

a& . We c o u l d  assume t h a t  CP is  a r e c u r s i v e  p r o j e c t i o n ,  
f o l l o w i n g  an  i d e a  p u t  fo rward  by Chomsky (Class l e c t u r e s  
(1989 ) ) .  Howbver, t h i s  would l e a v e  u n e x p l a i n e d  why i t  is 
t h a t  t h e  c o u p l e m e n t i z e r  c a n n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  p r e p o s e d  word, 
t h a t  is, why is it t h e  r e c u r s i v e  CPs a r e  ' o r d o r e d ' .  
Moreover,  we would have  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  whereas  
embedded CPs l i k e  gae d o  n o t  t r i g g e r  I - to-C movement, 
embedded CPs l i k e  t h e  one  s u p p o r t i n g  n a d i e  a lways  d o ,  as 
shown i n  ( i ) :  

( i )  a.  Creo  q u e  J u a n  c a n t a  siemprs 
'I t h i n k  t h a t  J u a n  always s i n g s '  

b.*Creo q u e  nunca  J u a n  c a n t a  
( *  I t h i n k  n e v e r  t h a t  J u a n  s i n g s ' )  



The e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  f o  far  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a t  

s t a k e  is h i g h e r  t h a n  [ S p e c , I P j ,  b u t  lower  t h a n  [Spec ,  CP]. I 

w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  n-words move t o  t h e  Spec  o f  EPO and t h a t  

t h i s  HP is g e n e r a t e d  above  I P  i n  S p a n i s h .  Thus ,  when t h e y  

o c c u r  p s e v e r b a l l y ,  i t  is t o  t h e  S p e c i f i e r  o f  t h e  H P h r a s e  

t h a t  n-words move t o  when p r e p o s e d ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 48 ) :  

(48) 1, n a d i e  [,. c a n t a  f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  en  l a  d u c h a ] ]  

The HP is headed by a p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  empty n e g a t i v e  

morpheme, which  l i c e n s e s  t h e  p o l a r i t y  item v i a  a  Spec-head 

agreement  r e l a t i o n :  

n a d i e  6 A. 
C-1 I P  

2.6.3. Sources: Bosque's (1980) proposal. 

The i d e a  t h a t  p r e v e r b a l  n-words i n v o l v e  some non-over t  

n e g a t i v e  morpheme is n o t  a new o n e .  To my knowledge, it was 

f i r s t  p roposed  by Bosque (1980),  i n  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  and 

i n s i g h t f u l  word a b o u t  n e g a t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h .  The a n a l y s i s  

p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  is i n  f a c t  similar t o  Bosque ' s  i n  v a r i o u s  

respects. 



Bosque (1980) a l s o  assumes t h a t  n-word words are always 

P o l a r i t y  items t h a t  need a n  a f f e c t i v e  l i c e n s e r .  I n  t h e  

p r e v e r b a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  a r g u e s  Bosque, s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  nn 

' n o t '  i n c o r p o r a t e s  o n t o  t h e  n-word word ( i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of 

K l i m a  ( 1984) ) ,  thus y i e l d i n g  the n e g a t i v e  meaning. 

Bosque a l s o  assumes t h e  o l d  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  VP i n t e r n a l  

h y p o t h e s i s  (HcCawley (1970),  Hudson (1973) ) ,  and c l a i m s  t h a t  

t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  word o r d e r  i n  Span i sh  is VSO. From t h i s  

u n d e r l y i n g  o r d e r ,  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n  p l a c e s  one 

c o n s t i t u e n t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  v e r b .  

Thus, p r e v e r b a l  s u b j e c t s ,  q u e s t i o n s  and p r e v e r b a l  n-word 

e l emen t s  a r e  a l l  handled i n  i d e n t i c a l  fashion'? I n  t h e  c a s e  

of  p r e v e r b a l  n-word words, t h e  i n p u t  f o r  the r u l e  is a 

s e n t e n c e  l i k e :  

(48)  no t i e n e  n a d i e  hambre 

'nobody is hungry'  

To t h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  r u l e  a p p l i e s ,  which 

Chomsky-adjoins t h e  n-word word t.o t h e  i n i t a l  p o s i t i o n  : 

'7 P e s e t s k y  (1989)  has  i ndependen t ly  p u t  forward a  
n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  p r o p o s a l ,  which r educes  Wh-movement and 
p r e v e r b a l  s u b j e c t s  t o  movement t o t  he S p e c i f i e r  of IP. 



(49) Wadie ((Basaue (- 

X-NEG [, V-Y-POLARITY-W ] -2 

T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  r u l e  is f o l l o w e d  by N e g - d e l e t i o n ,  

which  erases t h e  n e g a t i v e  marker  mAo 

The claim made h e r e  is t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  ag reement  t h a t  

h o l d s  between t h e  empty head [,,.,&I and t h e  p o l a r i t y  items 

s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  S p e c i f i e r  p o s i t i o n  l i c e n s e s  t h e  n-word 

word '? 

2.6.4 Negative F r o n t i n g  and B o p h a t i c  F r o n t i n g .  

I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  2 i n  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  case o f  E n g l i s h  and Basque,  it was s t a b l i s h e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  is a t i g h t  c o n n e c t i o n  between n e g a t i o n  and 

U . R i z z i  (1982) a l s o  assumes  a  s i m i l a r  a c c o u n t  f o r  n- 
words i n  I t a l i a n ,  by means of  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  n e g a t i o n  o n t o  
t h e  p r e v e r b a l  n-word. 

'? I f  a r e l a t i o n  o f  ag reement  e n a b l e s  a l i c e n s e r  t o  
l i c e n s e  a p o l a r i t y  item, as c l a i m e d  h e r e ,  t h e n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
on P o l a r i t y  i t e m  l i c e n s i n g  s t a r t s  l o o k i n g  more l i k e  
government  t h a n  s t r i c t  c-command. N o t i c e  t h a t  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
l i c e n s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  i n c l u d e  SPEC-Head r e l a t i o n s  d o e s  n o t  
p r e d i c t  'anybody d i d n ' t  l e a v e *  t o  b e  grammatical, b e c a u s e  
t h e  P o l a r i t y  item is s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  SPBC o f  I n f l  o r  T e n s e ,  
n o t  i n  t h e  SPBC of NBBP. 



e m p h a t i c  a f f i r m a t i o n .  I have  a r g u e d  t h a t  n-word p r e p o s i n g  i n  

Romance i n v o l v e s  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  EP. S p e c i f i c n l l y ,  I have 

a r g u e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  Romance l a n g u a g e s  g e n e r a t e  a EP above 

I P ,  much i n  t h e  way Basque d o e s .  T h i s  CP is headed by an  

empty n e g a t i v e  morpheme t h a t  l i c e n s e s  t h e  NPI s i t t i n g  i n  i ts  

S p e c i f i e r  by means o f  a SPEC-Head r e l a t i o n .  I n  t u r n ,  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  head and its p r o j e c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  be l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  an  o v e r  n-word e l e m e n t  i n  its S p e c i f i e r .  

I w i l l  now p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  EP p r o j e c t i o n  can  a l s o  

b e  headed by an  empty a f f i r m a t i v e  morphemep which s i m i l a r l y  

t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  one  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  a n  o v e r t  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  

S p e c i f i e r  o f  its p r o j e c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d .  

C o n t r e r a s  (19'76)) i n  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  word o r d e r  i n  

S p a n i s h ,  n o t e s  S p a n i s h  t e n d s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  r h e m a t i c  

c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  p o s t v e r b a l  p o s i t i o n :  

( 5 0 )  P e d r o  v i e n e  MANANA 

' P e t e r  a r r i v e s  TOHORROW' 

C o n t r e r a s  c a l l s  t h i s  t h e  typical rhematic order. However, he 

a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  ' t h e r e  is 

an  e m p h a t i c  o r d e r ,  which is t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  t h e  normal  

o r d e r ' .  I n  t h i s  l a t e r  c a s e ,  t h e  r h e m a t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t  is 

p l a c e d  immedia te ly  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ,  as i n  ( 5 1 ) :  



(51) HAflANA v i e n e  Pedro 

' P e t e r  a r r i v e s  TOHORROW ' 

I w i l l  f o l l o w  C o n t r e r a s  i n  assuming t h a t  t h e  emphat ic  o r d e r  

i n  ( 5 1 )  is t h e  consequence of a  transformation^ more 

s g e o i f i c a l l y ,  I w i l l  claim t h a t  t h e  p r e v e r b a l  emphat ic  

o o n s t i t u e n t  i n  (51) has  undergone move a from i t e  D- 

s t r u c t u r e  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  EP. 

The i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  of  emphat ic  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  

movement t o  a p r e s e n t e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n  has  a l r e a d y  been p u t  

forward by Torrego  (1984). The f o l l o w i n g  example is t aken  

from h e r  ( t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  is 

n o t ) :  

-Con t r e ra s  (1976) c a l l s  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  THEME 
POSTPOSING, and d e f i n e s  it as an o p t i o n a l  r u l e .  The 
o p e r a t i o n  p o s t g o s e s  a l l  t h e m a t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  
rhema t i c  one a t  t h e  begg in ing  of  t h e  s t r i n g .  There  is a 
c o n d i t i o n  added t o  t h e  r u l e :  THEHE POSTPOSIiIG is a p p l i c a b l e  
o n l y  i f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is an a u s e r t i o n .  Given t h a t  t h i s  r u l e  
p o s t p o s e s  a l l  t h e m a t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  t h e r e  is no way t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  immediate ly  f o l l o w  t h e  
rhema t i c  e lement .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  r e s u l t ,  C o n t r e r a s  
must add one more r u l e  t h a t  p l a c e s  t h e  p r e d i c a t e  immediately 
a f t e r  t h e  rhema t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t .  However, s i n c e  it is a l s o  
ungrammatical  t o  have any t h e m a t i c  e lement  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  
p r e d i c a t e ,  and g iven  t h a t  t h e  r u l e  of  theme p o s t p o s i n g  is 
o p t i o n a l ,  a f u r t h e r  c o n d i t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  which makes i t  
o b l i g a t o r y  t o  pos tpone  a l l  t h e m a t i c  arguments .  A s  C o n t r e r a s  
h imse l f  n o t e s ,  though t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  would p r o h i b i t  l e f t  
d i s l o c a t e d  t h e m a t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  which are al lowed t o  
p recede  t h e  rheme. 



(52)  [=UD v i l j e  a h i z o  G,.Antonio e s t e  v e r a n o ] ]  

' A  t r i p  t o  t h e  Canary  I s l a n d s  Anthony made l as t  summer' 

N o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  f r o n t i n g  d i f f e r s  from a n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  

f r o n t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Romance, which is u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  

a a  ' l e f t  d i s l o c a t i o n ' .  C o n t r a r y  t o  l e f t  d i s l o c a t i o n  cases, 

t h i s  f r z n t i n g  t o  EP d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  c l i t i c  d o u b l i n g :  

(53) a. E W U ~ S L U Q  c o m p r a r i a  yo  si t u v i e r a  d i n e r o  
t h i s  d r e s s  buy would I i f  I had money 

'I  would buy this i f  I had money' 

b .  *- v m s t i d ~  l o  c o m p r a r i a  yo  si t u v i e r a  d i n e r o  

( ' I  would buy t h i s  d r e s s  I f  I had money') 

c .  este  v e s t i d o ,  yo  l o  c o m p r a r i a  si  t u v i e r a  d i n e r o  

T h i s  p r e v e r b a l  f o c u s  p o s i t i o n  is a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  by Bonet  

(1989).  Bonet  n o t e s  o n l y  one  c o n s t i t u e n t  is a l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  

p o s i t i o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  Ere s o  ma o f  h e r  examples :  

( 5 4 )  a .  LES SABATES ha f i c a t  a l 'armari en P e r e  

' P e r e  h a s  p u t  THE SHOES i n  t h e  c l o s e t '  

b .  A L ' A R U A R I  ha  f i c a t  l e s  s a b a t e s  en  P e r e  

' P e r e  h a s  p u t  t h e  s h o e s  IN THE CLOSET' 

T h i s  p r e v e r b a l  f o c u s  p o s i t i o n ,  l i k e  i n  S p a n i s h ,  i n d u c e s  a 

verb-second e f f e c t :  



(55)  a .  *b v ia , , , -  Pedro hieo e s t e  verano 

b .  * L % w  en Psre ha f i eat  a l'armari 

And a lso  i n  Catalan, t h i s  emphatic fronting is d i s t i n c t  from 

l e f t  dielocation: Whereas l e f t  dielocation leaves a c l i t i c  

behind (when the c l i t i c  is avai lable) ,  th ie  fronting does 

not allow c l i t i c i z a t i o n :  

(56)  a .  *LBS SABATES l e s  ha f i c a t  a l'armari en Pere 

b .  *A L 'ARHARI  hi  ha f i c a t  l e s  aabates en Pere 



2 .7 .  SAYIIQ 'YES' M D  '10'. 

Given t h a t  t h e  memantic v a l u e s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  E w e  have  s o  far  found  i n v o l v e  a f f i r m a t i o n  and 

d e n i a l ,  it seems n a t u r a l  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

syntactic p r o j e c t i o n  EP on t h e  one  hand,  and  a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  

n e g a t i v e  r e p l i e s  t o  yes /no  q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  o t h e r .  

I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  EP is i n v o l v e d  i n  a f f i r m a t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  

r e p l i e s  t o  yes /no  q u e s t i o n s .  The e v i d e n c e  I p r e a e n t  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e  claims is drawn form t h e  t h r e e  l a n g u a g e s  

t h a t  are t h e  main o b j e c t  o f  s t u d y  i n  t h i s  work: Basque,  

E n g l i s h  and S p a n i s h .  

To my knowledge,  t h e  s y n t a x  o f  y e s / n o  a n s w e r s  h a s  n o t  been 

s t u d i e d  as a c o n s i s t e n t  t o p i c  w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a t i v e  s y n t a x  

l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  is o f t e n  c l a i m e d  i n  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  

o r  n o t h i n g  o t  b e  found o u t  from s u c h  an  i n q u i r y ,  and t h a t  

o n l y  s e m a n t i c s  o r  p r a g m a t i c s  can  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t  



t o  aay abou t  therhL. 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  view, an.d 

show t h a t  t h e r e  ia nomething t o  s a y  about  answers  from t h e  

s y n t a c t i c  p o i n t  of  view: t h e r e  are grammatical and 

ungrammatical  answers ,  and t h e r e  is a l s o  p a r a m e t r i c  

v a r i a t i o n  as t o  what a grammatical  answer is. 

F i r s t ,  I w i l l  examine t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Basque. I t  w i l l  be 

shown t h a t  r e l a t i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e  r e p l i e s  t o  t h e  BP p h r a s e  

p r o v i d e s  n e t  o n l y  an e l e g a n t  accoun t  of t h e  most obvious  

f a c t s  r e g a r d i n g  jes/no answers ,  b u t  it is a l s o  t h e  key t o  a 

p u z z l i n g  problem t h a t  has  s o  f a r  r e s i s t e d  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  

r e g a r d i n g  s e n t e n c e s  whose f i r s t  o v e r t  e lement  is an 

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  

Second, I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  some a s p e c t s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  r,f 

yes /no answers  i n  E n g l i s h ,  and d i s c u s s  t h e  meaning of yes 

The i s s u e  of  whether t h e r e  is a n y t h i n g  t h a t  s y n t a x  
can  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of answers  d o e s n ' t  even a r i s e  
i n  most d i s c u s s i o n s  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  ( w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  
of  Pops (1972)) .  For  i n s t a n c e :  'With what I have s a i d  I do  
n o t  want t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  s eman t i c s  of q u e s t i o n s  and 
answers  is less impor t an t  t h a t  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e i r  
p r agma t i c  a s p e c t s .  I n  f a c t ,  p ragmat ic  p resupposes  s e m a n t i c s .  
A p r o p e r  s eman t i c  account  of q u e s t i o n s  and answers  is a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a propoer  pragamatic a c c o u n t . '  ( K i e f e r  
1983:6) Note t h a t  i t  must a l s o  be  t h e  case t h a t  p ragamat ic  
p re supposes  s y n t a x ,  and t h a t  a propper  s y n t a c t i c  account  of 
q u e s t i o n s  and answers  is a l s o  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a p rope r  
p ragma t i c  accoun t .  



and no ,  t h e i r  s y n t a c t i c  n a t u r e ,  and t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  betwen 

yen/no on t h e  one hand and [ ,a/not on t h e  o t h e r .  I w i 11 

a l s o  p r e s e n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between B n g l i e h ,  S p a n i s h  and Basque 

r e g a r d i n g  yea/no a n s w e r s ,  and p r o v i d e  a n  a c c o u n t .  

F i n a l l y ,  I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  case o f  S p a n i s h .  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  

t h e  s y n t a x  of si and no i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  BP, and I w i l l  a r g u e  

t h a t  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  l i k e  si que and ya a l s o  b e l o n g  i n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .  

2.7.1. Answering i n  Basque.  

Under t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  d i r e c t  answers t o  y e s / n o  question 

a l w a y s  i n v o l v e  movement o f  I n f l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  head 2 ,  t h e  

b e h a v i o r  o f  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b s  i n  t h e s e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  is 

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  i n  Basque.  Racall once  a g a i n  

t h a t  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b s  a r e  t h o s e  where t h e r e  h a s  been movement 

o f  V t o  I n f l ,  a s  i n  ( 5 7 ) :  

When t h e  reply t o  a yes /no  q u e s t i o n  i n v o l v e s  an i n f l e c t e d  

v e r b ,  it must have t h e  p a r t i c l e  ba ( y e s )  a t t a c h e d  i f  t h e  



answer is affirmative, or the particle ez (no) if the answer 

is negative, as the examples in (58)  illustrate: 

(58)  a. (Bai, ) badakit 
Yes yea-it-know-I 

'(Yes), I do know it' 

b. (Ez, ) ez dakit 
No not-it-know-I 

'(No,) I don't know it' 

(Sea) illustrates an affirmative answer: The uncontracted 

word bai 'yes' is optionally present, and separated by a 

pause from the inflected verb- The verb has the particle 

ba attached to it. (S8b) illustrates a negative answer: 

parallel to the affirmative case, there is a negative word 

, 'no', optionally present, and after a pause, the 

inflected verb with the negative particle attached. 

An answer without ba or ez attached to the inflected verb 

yields sharp ungrammaticality. Thus, compare (58) to (59): 

P . As mentioned in footnote 8 in this chapter, the 
particle ba is a contraction of the word bai 'yes'. It is 
possible to have a non-contracted form in slow arld very 
emphatic speech, as in, 

(i) ba?.dakit! 
yes-it-know-I 
'Yes I know it!' 

Conversely, eastern dialects use the contracted form ba also 
for the word 'yes' in isolation, and never use the form bai: 

(ii) Ba, badakit 



(59) a.*Bai, d a k i t  

b.*Ez, dakit 

c.  * d a k i t  

Note t h a t  a l l  t h e  r e l e v a n t  i n fo rma t ion  is p r a s e n t  i n  t h e  
# 

answers  i n  (59): t h e  p re sence  of t h e  words bai, ' y e s '  and az 

'no '  a l r e a d y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  answer is a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  

n e g a t i v e ,  and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  in forms  u s  of what it is 

t h a t  is a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e .  However, (59a )  and (59b)  

are s h a r p l y  ungrammatical ,  and s o  is t h e  a t t e m p t  of g i v i n g  

an a f f i r m a t i v e  answer l i k e  (59c )  were o n l y  t h e  v e r b  is 

p r e s e n t .  

These  d a t a  f i n d  a s i m p l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  under t h e  BP 

h y p o t h e s i s .  L e t  u s  assume t h a t  i n  answering yes o r  no,  t h e  

HP p h r a s e  is p r o j e c t e d ,  headed by whichever value t h e  answer 

has :  a f f i r m a t i v e  ( b a )  o r  n e g a t i v e  (ez) - Given t h e  Tense C- 

Command Cond i t i on ,  Tense must be c-commanding t h e  head of 2 

a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h u s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  of Basque, i t  must 

r a i s e  t o  t h a t  p r o j e c t i o n  ( R e c a l l  t h a t  BP is g e n e r a t e d  above 

TP i n  t h i s  l anguage) .  The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  

(56a) and (58b)  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 6 0 ) :  

P . For  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  i n i t i a l  and 
o p t i o n a l  ba i  and ez, s e e  d i s c u s s i o n  below. 



(80) a.  Bai [- b a d a k i t  [,,6 ] I  

b .  Bz [, e e d a k i t  [,, 8 11 

Where 6 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  I P  is d e l e t e d  ( f o l l o w i n g  t h e  n t o a t i o n  

i n  Wasow (1972)) .  T h i s  d e l e t i o n ,  however, is n o t  o b l i g a t o r y ,  

and t h e  rest of  t h e  s e n t e n c e  can a l s o  be p a r t  of t h e  answer .  

What is c r u c i a l  is t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  l i k e  (el), where 

t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  s tays i n  s i t u ,  and ZP is n o t  g e n e r a t e d ,  

are n o t  an o p t i o n :  

(81) a.  * L s r  p r o  d a k i t  L, 6 ] 

b .  *Bai, [,, p r o  d a k i t  Lr 8 1 

c .  *Ez, [,, p r o  d a k i t  L, 6 ] 

Even i f  no I P  d e l e t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  an a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  

n e g a t i v e  answer that does  n o t  i n v o l v e  movement t o  BP y i e l d s  

ungrammat i ca l i t y .  Thus,  i f  one were t o  a s k  'Do you know 

E n g l i s h ? ' ,  o n l y  a s e n t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c l e  b a  o r  ez i n  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  would c o n s t i t u t e  a 

grammatical  answer.  

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  are t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  e l emen t s  t h a t  can head 

EP i n  Basque, a s  argued i n  s e c t i o n  2 . 4 . 1 .  : One element  is 

n e g a t i o n  ea, a n o t h e r  one ie ba ,  and t h e  t h i r d  one is t h e  

empty emphat ic  [,J. We have j u s t  shown t h a t  bo th  ba and ez 



o c c u r  i n  a f f i r m a t i v e  a.nd n e g a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

b u t  n o t h i n g  h a s  been s a i d  s o  f a r  a b o u t  t h e  t h i r d  v a l u e  of 2 :  

[,,I. L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  c a s e .  

T h e r e  is a b a s i c  p r o p e r t y  o f  [,J t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  it 

from t h e  o t h e r  two - ~ a l u e s  of 2 ba and ez. Whereas ba and ez 

d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i e r s  o f  t h e i r  p r o j e c t i o n s  be 

f i l l e d  by some e l e m e n t ,  [,J d o e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  i ts 

s p e c i f i e r  b e  f i l l e d  by some c o n s t i t u e n t  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  

f o l l o w s  f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  p h o n o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  

LJ is stress, s i n c e  the  heavy stress is p l a c e d  i n  t h e  

e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  BP. Hence, &s we saw a t  t h e  

b e g g i n i n g  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  cases were HP is headed by [,A 

a l w a y s  have  some e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  t h a t  

p r o j e c t i o n :  

Thus ,  L,] c a n n o t  b e  h e a d i n g  t h e  2P vhen i t  is t h e  

i n f l e c t i o n  t h a t  is a f f i r m e d ,  g i v e n  t h a t  i ts e m p h a t i c  v a l u e  

is t r a a n i t t e d  t o  its s p e c i f i e r  v i a  a g r e e m e n t .  Note t h a t  t h i s  

p r o p e r t y  o f  empty [,& is n o t  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  Basque; t h i s  



head p r e s e n t s  t h e  same p r o p e r t i e s  i n  S p a n i s h  as well ( C f .  

s e c t i o n  2 . 5 . ,  and l a t e r  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ) .  

2.7.1.1. A r e s u l t  regarding verb i n i t i a l  e e n t s n c e s .  

T h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  yes /no  a n s w e r s  i n  t e r n s  o f  CP l e a d s  u s  

d i r e c t l y  t o  a phenomenon o f  Basque grammar t h a t  l o o k s  q u i t e  

p u z z l i n g  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .  

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s ,  a l l  of  which are 

u n e x p e c t e d l y  ungrammat ica l :  

(63)  a .  *tip l, p r o  d a t o r ]  emakume h o r i  1 
a r r i v e s  woman t h a t  

( ' T h a t  woman a r r i v e s ' )  

b .  *[,,emakume h o r i  pro ,  d a t o r  ] J 
woman t h a t  a r r i v e s  

( ' T h a t  woman, s h e  a r r i v e s ' )  

c .  *[,, p r o  dator] 
a r r i v e s  

( ' S h e  a r r i v e s ' )  

Basque is a  p r o - d r o p  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  d i s p l a y s  q u i t e  a  f r e e  

word o r d e r .  However, t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 6 3 a ) ,  which shows a 

p o s t v e r b a l  s u b j e c t ,  is ungrammat ica l  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

p r ~  is l i c e n s e d  i n  s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n .  ( 6 3 b )  is ungrammat ica l  

t o o ,  a l t h o u g h  l e f t  d i s l o c a t i o n s  o f  s u b j e c t s  are n o r m a l l y  



al lowed i n  Basque; and f i n a l l y ,  ( 6 3 ~ 1 ,  where t h e  s u b j e c t  has  

been droped ,  is a l s o  ungrammatical .  

Tha t  t h e  ungrammat i ca l i t y  of t h e  s e n t e n c e s  above is n o t  due 

t o  some r e s t r i c t i o n  on pro-drop o f  s u b j e c t s  o r  some 

r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  v e r b  a o r r j ,  ' a r r i v e '  used i n  t h e  example 

is shown by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s  i n  (64 ) .  They a r e  a l l  

i d e n t i c a l  t o  (63) e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is an 

adverb  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b :  

( 6 4 )  a. berandu d a t o r  emakume h o r i  
l a t e  a r r i v e s  woman t h a t  

'That  woman a r r i v e s  l a t e*  

b.  emakume h o r i ,  berandu d a t o r  
woman t h a t  la te  a r r i v e s  

'That  woman, s h e  a r r i v e s  l a t e '  

c .  berandu d a t o r  
l a t e  a r r i v e s  

' she  a r r i v e s  l a t e '  

What t h e  examples i n  (64) show, when c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  ( 6 3 ) ,  

is t h a t  what makes t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  (63 )  ungrammatical  is 

n o t  t h e  placement  of t h e  s u b j e c t .  Ra the r ,  it seems t h a t  what 

is wrong abou t  t h e  paradigm i n  (63) is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  o v e r t  e lement  w i t h i n  I P  is t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  I n  f a c t ,  it is t h e  c a s e  t h a t  Basque r u l e s  

o u t  m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e s  whose f i r s t  o v e r t  e lement  is an 

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  o r  a u x i l i a r y .  



A p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  based approach t o  t h i s  phenomenon cannot  

p r o v i d e  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer,  however, and t h i s  can be 

argued on t h e  b a s e s  of two d i s t i n c t  pieces of ev idence .  The 

f i r s t  one conce rns  t h e  behavior  o f  embedded c l a u s e s .  As an 

example, I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  r e l a t i v e  c l a u a a p .  R e l a t i v e  

c l a u s e s  i n  Basque p recede  t h e  noun, as  shown i n  (65) :  

(65) [t, berandu d a t o r r e n ]  emakumea , I r u n e  d a  
l a t e  a r r i v e s - t h a t  woman-the I r u n e  is 

'The woman t h a t  a r r i v e s  l a t e  is I r u n e '  

I n  t h i s  environment ,  a b a r e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  w i t h  no ba o r  ez 

p a r t i c l e  a t t a c h e d  t o  it r e s u l t s  i n  a grammatical  s e n t e n c e ,  

as (86) i l l u s t r a t e s :  

(88) [t, d a t o r r e n ]  eaakumea I r u n e  d a  
a r r i v e s - t h a t  woman-the I r u n e  is 

'The woman t h a t  a r r i v e s  is I r u n e '  

The i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  i n  (66) is i n  s e n t e n c e  i n t i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  

b o t h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  embedded and t h e  m a t r i x  c l a u s e .  The 

af The d a t a  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  hold  of  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s ,  
i n d i r e c t  i n t e r r o g a t i v e s ,  c o n d i t i o n a l s ,  and embedded c l a u s e s  
where presumably some operator-movement h a s  t aken  p l a c e .  
They d o  n o t  hold o f  embedded o l a u s e s  t h a t  t a k e  t h e  
complementizer -(e)la ' t h a t * .  T h i s  la ter  t y p e  of  c l a u s e  a l s o  
behaves  l i k e  m a t r i x  o l a u a e s  do  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  o t h e r  
s y n t a o t i c  phenomena, l i k e  n e g a t i o n .  I n  Laka (1989) I p r e s e n t  
a somewhat p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s o u s a i o n  on t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h i s  
complement ieer ,  which d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  



empty c a t e g o r y  p r e c e e d i n g  it is now a trace i n s t e a d  o f  LLEQ, 
! 

and i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  h a s  moved\, t o  C ( C f .  C h a p t e r  I), as 
\ 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 67 )  : 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  i n f l e c t e d - v e r b - i n i t i a l  

s e n t e n c e s  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  between d i f f e r e n t  empty c a t e g o r i e s  

makes it v e r y  u n l i k e l y  f o r  i t  t o  b e  a r e s t r i c t i o n  a p p l y i n g  

i n  t h e  P h o n e t i c  Form component.  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I w i l l  

a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  is a s y n t a c t i c  r e s t r i c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  and L o g i c a l  Form. 

I t  is w e l l  known t h a t  word o r d e r  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  p r o - d r o p  

l a n g u a g e s  a r e  n o t  s e m a n t i c a l l y  i n e r t :  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r s  y i e l d  

v a r i a t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o l d  and new i n f o r m a t i o n ,  what is 

known and what is new, t h e  theme and t h e  rheme of t h e  

s e n t e n c e .  L e t  me t h u s  assume t h a t ,  f o r  any  g i v e n  s e n t e n c e ,  

t h e r e  must a l w a y s  b e  a c o n s t i t u e n t  t h a t  is i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  

t h e  rheme. The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  would b e  a t o t a l l y  n e u t r a l  

s e n t e n c e s ,  were no  p ro -d rop  is i n v o l v e d  and t h e  a rguments  

a p p e a r  i n  t h e i r  D - s t r u c t u r e  o r d e r .  I t  seems u n c o n t r o v e r s i a l  



t o  c l a i m  t h a t  pm cannot  be rhemat ized .  

Now, i f  some p o n s t i t u e n t  must be t h e  rheme of t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  

and i f  ptep cannot  be  t h e  rheme e v e r ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i n  a 

s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (BSa), r e p e a t e d  a g a i n  h e r e ,  

(63) a .  *[,, G, pro ,  d a t o r ]  smakume hor i , ]  
a r r i v e s  woman t h a t  

( 'Tha t  woman a r r i v e s ' )  

e i t h e r  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  o r  t h e  p o s t v e r b a l  s u b j e c t  must be 

t h e  rheme of  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  I n  s o u t h e r n  Romance, p o s t v e r b a l  

s u b j e c t s  a r e  f o c a l i z e d  ( C o n t r e r a s  (1976) ,  C a l a b r s s e  (1985) ,  

Bonet (1989) ) ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 6 8 )  f o r  Spanish  and 

C a t a l a n  : 

( 6 8 )  a .  v i e n e  Haria 

b .  ve  

'm a r r i v e s '  

However, t h i s  f o c a l i z a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

Basque. Even when h e a v i l y  s t r e s s e d ,  p o s t v e r b a l  e l emen t s  i n  

d e c l a r a t i v e  c l a u s e s  cannot  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as rheme8?  

(69)  *da to r  Hari 

( 'Hary a r r i v e s  ' ) 

2s . I am u s i n g  t h e  words rheme and focus 
i n t e r c h a n e g a b l y  . 



The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  is ungrammat ica l  i n  Basque b u t  

g r m m a t i c a l  i n  S o u t h e r n  Romance l a n g u a g e s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t s  

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  are n o t  

r h e m a t i z e d  by a t t a c h i n g  some k i n d  o f  i n t o n a t i o n  t o  them, b u t  

r a t h e r ,  by  p l a c i n g  them i n  some s p e c i f i c  s y n t a c t i c  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  an i d e a  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  much work d o n e  on 

f o c u s  i n  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s  ( C f .  O r t i z  d e  Urb ina  (1989)  and 

r e f e r e n c e s  t h e r e i n )  

A l l  r h e m a t i c  c o n s t i t u e n t  i n  Basque must b e  p r e v e r b a l  ( A l t u b e  

( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  O r t i z  d e  U r b i n a  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ) ,  and t h e r e  is no  p o s i b i l i t y  

of r h e m a t i z i n g  a p o s t v e r b a l  c o n s t i t u e n t ,  d e s p i t e  i n t o n a t i o n  

o r  stress. Given t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  o n l y  c a n d i d a t e  

f o r  rheme i n  ( 6 3 a )  is t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  i t s e l f .  However, 

f o r  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  t o  b e  t h e  rheme o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  it 

must b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  it h a s  moved t o  8, s i n c e  i t  is i n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y  t h a t  t h e  e m p h a t i c  e l e m e n t s  a r e  g e n e r a t e d ,  as 

d i s c u s s e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  a s e n t e n c e  

l i k e  ( 6 3 a )  C c o u l d  n o t  b e  headed by L,], b e c a u s e  t h i s  

v a l u e  o f  C r e q u i r e s  an  o v e r t  e l e m e n t  i n  its s p e c i f i e r  a t  S- 

s t r u c t u r e ,  as d i s c u s s e d  i n t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n .  Thus ,  t h e  

o n l y  v a l u e  o f  2 t h a t  can  r h e m a t i z e  i n f l e c t i o n  a r e  ba ( o r  

e z ) ,  which are n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  ( 6 3 a ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  no  e l e m e n t  

o f  ( 6 3 a )  c a n  b e  a rheme, and t h e  s e n t e n c e  is i l l - f o r m e d .  



I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  paradigm i n  (63), t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  

( 7 0 ) ,  where t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  has  moved t o  2 ,  a r e  

g rammat ica l :  

(70)  a. b a d a t o r  emakume h o r i  
y e s - a r r i v e s  woman t h a t  

( 'That  woman a r r i v ~ '  ) 

b.  emakume h o r i ,  b a d a t o r  
woman t h a t  y e s - a r r i v e s  

'That  woman, s h e  arrives' 

c .  b a d a t o r  
y e s - a r r i v e s  

'She u-' 

Thus, t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  s e n t e n c e s  whose f i r s t  o v e r t  

e lement  is a b a r e  i n f l e c t e d  e lement  is accounted f o r ,  under 

t h e  assumption t h a t  B is t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h e  emphat ic  

e l emen t s  are g e n e r a t e d .  

2.7.1.2. On lon-Synthetic Verbs: A Promisory Note. 

Note t h a t  n o t h i n g  has  been s a i d  h e r e  about  t h e  behavior  of 

n o n - s y n t h e t i c  o r  p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s .  These v e r b s  p r e s e n t  

what a p p e a r s  t o  be  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  behav io r .  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  

t h e  b a s i c  d a t a  and what I b e l i e v e  are t h e  i s s u e s  t o  be 



a d d r e s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  v e r b - i n f l e c t i o n  complexes ,  

b u t  by no means w i l l  t h i s  b e  a s o l u t i o n ,  s i n c e  a c o m p l e t e  

answer  must n e c e s s a r i l y  g o  i n t o  c o r e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  G r a m m a r  

o f  Basque whose d i s c u s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  a d e e p e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  

t h a n  what I can  o f f e r  h e r e .  

Recall t h a t  p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s  are t h o s e  t h a t  p r e s e n t  two 

s e p a r a t e  e l e m e n t s :  t h e  lex ica l  v e r b ,  i n f l e c t e d  o n l y  f o r  

a s p e c t ,  and t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b ,  which  carr ies  a l l  t h e  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  morphology:  ag reement  m a r k e r s ,  t e n s e ,  and 

m o d a l i t y .  The s t r u c t u r e  o f  a p e r o p h r a s t i c  v e r b  d o e s  n o t  

i n v o l v e  r a i s i n g  o f  V t o  I n f l .  R a t h e r ,  t h e r e  is r a i s i n g  o f  V 

t o  t h e  head o f  AspP.  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (71) :  

I I 

t 1 [etorr], i 

When r e p l y i n g  t o  yes /no  a n s w e r s ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  found i n  

p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  one a l r e a d y  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s i n t h e t i c  v e r b s .  

Hence, t h e  o p t i o n s  w e  a r e  by now f a m i l i a r  w i t h  are shown i n  

(72 )  : 



( 7 2 )  a. ( B a i , )  bada e t o r r i  
( y e s )  .yes-has a r r i v e d  

'Yes, s / he  has  a r r i v e d '  

b .  (Ez, ) e z  d a  e t o r r i  
(NO,) no t -has  a r r i v e d  

'NO, s / h e  h a s n ' t  a r r i v e d '  

The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of (72a)  and (72b)  hence 

a l s o  i n v o l v e  BPS headed by ba and ez, as is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

( 7 3 )  : 

bada, f i  ezda, 
Pro I '  P r o  

A 
- I 0  

AaP I ASP 
- 

I 

However, t h e r e  is one more o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  case of 

an  a f f i r m a t i v e  answer ,  which is n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  s y n t h e t i c  

v e r b s .  T h i s  t h i r d  o p t i o n  is p r e s e n t e d  i n  ( 7 4 ) :  

(74 )  B a i ,  e t o r r i  da 

Yes, a r r i v e d  has  



I n  c o r r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  f a c t ,  i t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  have 

p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b  s e n t e n c e  i n i t a l l y ,  a n  o p t i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t s  

i n  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s y n t h e t i c  v e r b s  ( r e c a l l  

s e c t i o n  4 . 5 . 1 . 1 . ) .  The c o m p l e t e  pa rad igm,  w i t h  s y n t h e t i c  and 

i n f l e c t e d  fo rms ,  is g i v e n  below: 

( 7 5 )  a. * d a t o r  

b .  *da e t o r r i  

c .  e t o r r i  d a  

( 7 5 a ) ,  as d i s c u s s e d  i n  4 .5 .1 .1 . ,  is ungrammat ica l .  F o r  

t h e  same r e a s o n ,  ( 7 5 b )  a l s o  y i e l d s  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y .  R e c a l l  

t h a t  what  r u l e s  o u t  ( 7 5 a )  and ( 7 5 b )  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

i n f l e c t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  rheme o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  u n l e s s  i t  is 

moved t o  a CP headed by ba ( o r  ee). I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e s e  

c a s e s ,  ( 7 5 c )  is a g r a m m a t i c a l  s e n t e n c e .  C r u c i a l l y ,  t h e  v e r b  

is r h e m a t i z e d ,  t h a t  is, it h a s  an  e m p h a t i c  r e a d i n g .  Under 

o u r  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  t h i s  f a c t  neana  t h a t  t h e  v e r b a l  complex a h s  

moved t o  CP. 

I want t o  c l a i m  t h a t  i n  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( 7 5 c )  t h e  CP is 

i n v o l v e d ,  as e x p e c t e d .  The c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

s y t h e t i c  and p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s  is t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  have  t h e  



o p t i o n  o f  moving t o  a  OP headed by t h e  morpheme [,J. What 

I w i l l  a r g u e  is t h a t  t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  ( 7 5 c )  

is (78) :  

- 2 *  AspP, , 

e t o r r i  
&Ad 

P r o  

hspr, . 
e t o r r i  

&Ad I P  

I n  t h i s  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  CP is headed by [ ,a; 
h e n c e ,  some o v e r t  maximal p r o j e c t i o n  must occupy t h e  

s p e c i f i e r  of sigma. T h i s  maximal p r o j e c t i o n  is t h e  Aspec t  

P h r a s e ,  which  r e c e i v e s  t h e  stress f rom [,J, t h u s  b e i n g  

emphas ized .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e n ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

s y n t h e t i c  and p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s  is n o t  a d e e p  one ,  b u t  a  

r a t h e r  s h a l l o w  one ,  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  v a l u e  [,,I of  2 .  

2 . 7 . 2  Answering i n  Engl i sh .  

I n  E n g l i s h  a l e o ,  w e  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  claim t h a t  yes /no  

replies i n v o l v e  t h e  c a t e g o r y  2 .  A f f i r m a t i v e  and N e g a t i v e  



replies in English are illustrated in ( 7 7 e  

(77) a. (Yes) we did 

h. (No) we didn't 

Where ZP is headed by [,a in the first case and by Neg in 

the second one. Under the hypothesis that BP is involved in 

the representation of the sentences in ( 7 7 ) ,  the 

ungrammaticality of the following answers is 

straightforwardly accounted for: 

(78) a. *we did yes 

b. *we did no 

?In the case of .affirmative replies, there exists 
also the option of using the declarative form of the 
eentence, as in (i): 

(i) a. Yes I read it 
However, this type of answer differs from the type in (11). 
Thus, for instance, there are two main restrictions that 
apply to this kind of answer. First, deletion is not allowed 
for any constituent : 

(ii) Q. Did you find that book on the desk? 
a. Yes, f found it there 
b. *Yes, I found it 
c. *Yes, I found 

Deletion is ruled out even in cases where the verb allows 
null object anaphora: 

(iii) Q.Did you eat cake? 
a.*Yes I ate 

Second, the presence of yes is mandatory, unlike in ( l l a ) :  
(iii) 8. Did you read that book? 

*(Yes) I read it 
Although I have no account for these two properties, they 
support the idea that non-emphatic declarative sentences are 
not d i r e c t  answers like the ones in (11). 



Cons ider  (77a) a g a i n .  I t  could  be  argued t h a t  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  

i n v o l v e s  VP d e l e t i o n ,  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  VP is 

r e c o v e r a b l e  from t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Thus,  t h e  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of (7723) would be as i n  ( 7 9 ) ,  where 

no EP is involved:  

( I  assume t h a t  T e n s e / I n f l  ha s  lowered t o  V ,  hence t h e  t r a c e  . 

i n  I n f l )  If t h e  p r e s e n c e  of dummy do i n  t h e s e  cases where 

.de t o  a 'VP-copy' p r o c e s s ,  w e  should  expec t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of a p a r a l l e l  p r o c e s s  i n t  he c a s e  of  a n e g a t i v e  r e p l y :  t h e  

s e n t e n c e  i n i t i a l  no encodes  t h e  n o g a t i v i t y  of t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  

and VP d e l e t e s  l e a v i n g  a dummy do as a copy.  However, t h i s  

s t r a t e g y  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  Hence, a n e g a t i v e  answer l i k e  

( 8 0 )  is ungrammatical:  

( 80 )  *No C,, ws i; L. d i d ]  

The r e s u l t s  s o  f a r  a r e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h o s e  w e  found i n  

Basque (Cf .  examples i n  (59 ) ) .  And, t h u s ,  we can conclude 

t h a t  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  answers  i n  ( 7 7 )  have a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  namely, t h e  ones  i n  (81a )  and 

(81b) :  



b.  IP 

we 0'-- A. 
d i d n ' t ,  EP 

tl - VP 
2.7.3 On tha Hsaning of X B ~  and XUL. 

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e l e m e n t s  yes and no. I w i l l  argue t h a t  

t h e y  are n o t  g e n e r a t e d  i n  EP, l i k e  LJ , not, and as are. 

F i r s t ,  yes and no are n o t  t h e  o n e s  at play i n  emphatic 

a f f i r m a t i o n  or n e g a t i o n  o f  s e n t e n c e s ,  a s  s e e n  i n  p r e v i o u s  

sect  ions .  

I f  w e  c o n n i a e r  t h e i r  semant ic  s t a t u s ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t ,  as  

n o t e d  i n  K i e f e r  (1883), t h e i r  meaning cannot  ~ E I  ' i t  is  t h e  

ease that'  f o r  ymm, or *it  i s  n o t  t h e  case'  f o r  no. Thus, 



c o n s i d e r  t h e  examples i n  (82) :  

(82)  Q .  Do you s i n g ?  

A .  No, we s i n g  

Where (82A) canno t  mean 'it is n o t  t h e  case t h a t  we s i n g ' .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  (83): 

(83)  Q.  Doesn ' t  H ichae l  s i n g ?  

A.  Yes, he d o e s n ' t  s i n g  

Where (83A) cannot  mean ' it is t h e  c a s e  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ' t  

s i n g ' .  The answers  (82A) and (83A) are n o t  devoid  of 

meaning, however. Thus, (82A) is a f i n e  r e p l y  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  i n  (84):  

(84)  8. Do you p l a y  p iano?  

A .  No, w e  s i n g  

And s i m i l a r l y ,  (83A) is a good answer i n  (85) :  

(85)  8. Is it t r u e  t h a t  H ichae l  won't  s i n g  anymore? 

A .  Yes, he won' t  s i n g  anymore 

What t h e s e  c a s e s  ( f rom (82)  t o  (85 ) )  show is t h a t  t h e  words 

jam and no do  n o t  a f f i r m  o r  n e g a t e  t h e  s e n t e n o e s  t h a t  f o l l o w  

them, b u t ,  r a t h a r ,  t h e y  a f f i r m  o r  n e g a t e  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  
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v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  whose r e p l y  t h e y  are. Hence, i n  

(82) ,  t h e  answer  is wrong b e c a u s e  no t h e r e  means 'we d o n ' t  

s i n g ' ,  and t h e n  i t  is f o l l o w e d  by 'we s i n g ' ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  (83),  yes means t h a t  ' H i c h a e l  

s i n g s ' ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e  b e i n g  'He d o e s n ' t  s i n g * ,  

i t  a g a i n  r e s u l t s  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  However, a n s w e r s  l i k e  t h e  

o n e s  i n  ( 8 4 )  and ( 8 5 )  are good:  (84A) is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ' w e  

d o n ' t  p l a y  p i a n o ,  w e  s i n g ' ,  and (85) is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ' I t  is 

t r u e ;  he won ' t  s i n g  a n y n o r e ' ?  

F u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  meaning o f  yes and no 

is t o  c o n f i r m  o r  d e n y  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  v e r s i o n  

o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is found i n  examples  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  i n  ( 88 )  

below.  

C o n s i d e r  two q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  are i d e n t i c a l  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  one  o f  them h a s  n e g a t i o n  i n  i t  and t h e  o t h e r  one 

d o e s  n o t .  The yes and no a n s w e r s  f o r  b o t h  q u e s t i o n s  have  

i d e n t i c a l  v a l u e :  

( 86 )  a .  Is He home? 

b .  I s n ' t  he home? 

? Note t h a t  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a n s w e r s  d o  
n o t  have  a c c e s  t o  embedded s e n t e n c e s ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  m a t r i x  
o n e s ,  which is a  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  
s y n t a x  i n  answer  f o r m a t i o n .  



Although  q u e s t i o n  ( 8 6 a )  h a s  a n e g a t i v e  i n  i t ,  and q u e s t i o n  

(86b) d o e s  n o t ,  t h e  a n s w e r s  d o  n o t  seem t o  pay  any a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h i s  f a c t .  1 n . b o t h  cases yea g o e s  f o r  ' h e  is home', and 

no g o e s  f o r  'he is n o t  home'. T h i s  is s o  b e c a u s o  what  yes 

and no a r e  a f f i r m i n g  o r  d e n y i n g  is t h e  p o s i t i v e  d e c l a r a t i v e  

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  ' h e  is home'. 

T h e s e  f a c t s  a l s o  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  some sense, 

n e g a t i v e  and a f f i r m a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  are v e r y  similar and t h a t  

t h e y  d i f f e r  from d e c l a r a t i v e  a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e  

s e n t e n c e s ,  which are s e m a n t i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e .  I n  t h e  case o f  

q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  i n t r o d u c e d  by n e g a t i o n  is a 

change  i n  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s .  

The e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  yes and no b o t h  i n  Basque and I n  S p a n i s h  

are i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  o n e s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  However, 

t h i s  is by no  means a l i n g u i s t i c  u n i v e r s a l .  Some l a n g u a g e s  

have  a d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l e x i c a l  i t e m s  and meanings 

i n  t h e  area o f  yes /no  a n s w e r s .  

C o n s i d e r  f o r  i n s t a n c e  Ice land ica .  I c e l a n d i c  h a s  n e g a t i v e  

r e p l y  t h a t  is i d e n t i c a l  t o  E n g l i s h  ' n o ' .  This word is nei, 

and it is u s e d  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  o n e .  However, t h e r e  

- I am i n d e b t e d  t o  U .  O ' N e i l  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  f a c t s  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  



are two l e x i c a l  items c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  ' y e s ' :  t h e y  a r e  j t i  

and jQ. What d i s t i n g h u i s h e s  t h e s e  two lex ica l  items is t h a t  

t h e  f o r m e r  is an  a f f i r m a t i v e  r e p l y  t o  an a f f i r m a t i v e  

q u e s t i o n ,  whereas  t h e  second  one is a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  r e p l y  t o  

a n e g a t i v e  q u e s t i o n ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 8 7 ) :  

( 8 7 )  a. er hann heima? j6 / *j6 

' is he home?' y e s  ( h e  i s )  

b .  er  hann e k k i  heima? j6 /*j6 

' Is  he n o t  home?' yes ( h e  i s )  

We can  t h u s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i n  I c e l a n d i c ,  u n l i k e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  

Basque and S p a n i s h ,  a f f i r m a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  n e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d .  

2.7.4. On t h e  S y n t a x  of English and nn. 

I f  t h e  c l a i m  a b o u t  t h e  meaning of  yes and no i n  E n g l i s h  is 

c o r r e c t ,  we can  a c c o u n t  f o r  examples  o f  t h e  s o r t  o f  ( 8 2 )  t o  

( 8 5 ) .  However, we d o  n o t  o b t a i n  good r e s u l t s  i n  cases l i k e  

( 7 7 ) .  L e t  u s  s e e  why. Suppose ( 7 7 a )  and ( 7 7 b )  werg t h e  

r e p l i e s  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  l i k e  'Did  you buy t h i s  b o o k ? ' .  Now, 

( 7 7 a )  d o e s  n o t  mean 'we d i d  buy t h e  book,  we d i d ' ,  and ( 7 7 b )  

d o e s  n o t  mean 'we d i d n ' t  buy t h e  book, w e  d i d n ' t ' .  However, 

t h e r e  are some o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between answers  



l i k e  ( 7 7 )  t o  a n s w e r s  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  (84)  and ( 85 ) ,  which 

p r o v i d e  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  p rob lem.  

If w e  compare t h e  b e h a v i o r  of  yes and no i n  ( 8 4 )  and ( 8 5 )  t o  

cases l i k e  (7713) and ( 7 7 b ) ,  we n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  are s h a r p  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e n t o n a t i o n .  Whereas i n  ( 7 7 a ,  b )  t h e r e  is no 

n e c e s a r y  p a u s e  between yes/no and t h e  res t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r ,  i n  

( 8 4 )  and (85) t h e r e  is a s h a r p  and o b l i g a t o r y  p a u s e .  T h i s  

c o n t r a s t  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (88): 

(88) Q: Did you buy t h i s  book? 

a .  Yes we d i d  

b .  No we d i d n ' t  

c .  Yes, we d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  one 

d .  No, we bough t  a n o t h e r  one  

e .  *Yes w e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  one  

f .  *No we bough t  a n o t h e r  one  

S e c o n d l y ,  omis ion  o f  pes/no i n  ( 7 7 a ,  b )  o r  (88a, b )  d o e s  n o t  

a l t e r  t h e  answer ,  which  r e m a i n s  a d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  a s k e d .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  omis ion  o f  yes/no i n  ( 8 4 )  

and ( 8 5 )  o r  i n  (88c, d )  i n t r o d u c e s  a change :  t h e  answer  now 

is n o t  a  d i r e c t  one .  What is now l e f t  is i d e n t i c a l  t o  what 

we have  when one  r e p l i e s  ' I t  is s t i l l  w i n t e r '  t o  a q u e s t i o n  

l i k e  'Don ' t  you t h i n k  t h i s  is a  r a t h e r  c o l d  d a y ? ' .  T h a t  is, 

t h e  answer  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  as f a r  as 



t h e  symtax goes? 

I claim t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  d i v e r g e n c e s  have a  common c a u s e .  

Whereas i n  answers  l i k e  (77a ,  b )  and (68~1,  b )  yes and no a r e  

p a r t  of  t h e  same s e n t e n c e  as t h e  rest of t h e  answer L d i d  o r  

I d i d n ' t  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  yes and no i n  ( 8 4 ) ,  (85) and (88c ,  d )  

a r e  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  same s e n t e n c e  as t h e  r e s t  of t h e  answer.  

Hore s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  c a s e s  l i k e  (88a ,  b ) ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 

yes and no is t h e  head of CP, r i g h t  above I P ,  as  i n  (89) :  

( 8 9 ) a .  CP CP 

Yes f'D no 
A 

we A I *  we 
/I 

AI 
did,, 

A 
d i d n ' t  

t t 

There  is independent  ev idence  i n s u p p o r t  of t h i s  c l a im .  For 

i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e l emen t s  yes and no cannot  occur  in q u e s t i o n s ,  

w i t h  o r  w i thou t  do-suppor t ,  and r e g a r d l e s s  whether t h e y  a r e  

? From t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  yes cannot  mean ' i t  is  
n o t  t h e  case t h a t '  and t h a t  no cannot  mean 'it is t h e  case 
t h a t '  (Cf .  above i n  t h e  t e x t ) ,  K i s f e r  (1983) conc ludes  ' t h a t  
yes and no cannot  be  cons ide red  t o  be reduced ( e l l i p t i c a l )  
d i r e c t  answer s ' (K ie fe r  1983:4) .  I do  n o t  s e e  how t h e  
conc lus ion  f o l l o w s  from t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  s i n c e  it is 
l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  (and e m p i r i c a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  i f  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  meaning of yea and no ake tched  i n  t h e  
t e x t  is c o r r e c t )  t h a t  t h e r e  be  a n o t h e r  meaning of yes and no 
by which t h e s e  items d i r e c t l y  r e f e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e y  a r e  
d i r e c t  answers  t o .  



echo  q u e s t i o n s  o r  n o t :  

(90)  a.*Did y e s  you s i n g  t h a t  song?  

b .  *Yes you s a n g  t h a t  song? 

c .  *Did no you s i n g  t h a t  s o n g  

d .  *No you s a n g  t h a t  song? 

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e y  o c c u r  i n  complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  

o t h e r  complement izers?  

(91) a. *She s a i d  t h a t  yes  w e  c o u l d  s i n g  

b .  *She s a i d  t h a t  no  we c o u l d n ' t  s i n g  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough,  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  d i v e r g e  on t h i s  

complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  yea and no t y p e  words and 

c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s .  Thus f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  S p a n i s h  p a t t e r n s  

d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i n  t h a t  i t  a l l o w s  c o o c u r r e n c e  

o f  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  si o r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  no,  used  i n  a n s w e r s ,  

and an  o v e r t  c o n p l e m e n t i z e r ,  a s  shown i n  ( 9 2 ) :  

The examples  i n  (91) must b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 
c a s e s  where yes and no a r e  used  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  as i n  ( i ) :  

( i )  he  s a i d  t h a t ,  y e s ,  he  had s e e n  h e r  c r y  

In t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e r e  seems t o  b e  a r e a l  CP r e c u r s i o n :  

( i i )  d i j o  q u e  si, q u e  l a  habia v i s t o  l l o r a r  
( i i i ) e s a n  zuen b a i e t z ,  n e g a r  e g i t e n  i k u s i  z u e l a  



(92)  a .  p r o  ha  d i c h o  [que  si podemos c a n t a r ]  

b .  p r o  ha  d i c h o  [que no podemos c a n t a r  

Uoreover ,  compare t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s :  

(93)  

a ,  She h a s  s a i d  yes  e .  E l l a  ha d i c h o  si  

b .  She h a s  s a i d  no  f .  E l l a  ha  d i c h o  no 

c .  *She h a s  s a i d  t h a t  y e s  g .  E l l a  ha d i c h o  que si 

d .  *She h a s  s a i d  t h a t  no  h .  E l l a  ha  d i c h o  que no 

I w i l l  l a t e r  a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  f o l l o w s  from t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  S p a n i s h  si and no a r e  n o t  g e n e r a t e d  i n  C ,  b u t  i n  

2. Note t h a t  i n  S p a n i s h  si and no  a r e  used  i n  e m p h a t i c  

a f f i r m a t i o n  and s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n ,  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  HP. 

I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t s ,  which 

seem t o  f a l l  under  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  of  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t i t u d e  p r e d i c a t e s ,  w e  f i n d  e l e m e n t s  of 2 a s  complements  of 

t h e  v e r b .  C o n s i d e r  f o r  example ( 9 4 ) :  

( 9 4 )  a .  I hope s o / n o t  g .  *I hope y e s / n o  

b .  I g u e s s  s o / n o t  h.*I guess y e s / n o  

c .  I imagine  s o / n o t  i .*I  imagine  y e s / n o  

d .  I s u p p o s e  s o / n o t  j .*I  s u p p o s e  yes /no  

e .  I think s o / n o t  k.*I t h i n k  yes /no  

f .  I b e l i e v e  s o / n o t  l.*I b e l i e v e  y e s / n o  



B u t  even i n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  so and n o t  cannot  coocur  w i t h  an 

o v e r t  complementizer:  

(95) a.*I hope t h a t  so /no t  

b.*I suppose t h a t  so /no t  

Going back t o  E n g l i s h  yes and no,  I have argued above t h a t  

t h e i r  s eman t i c  c o n t e n t  is t o  a f f i r m  o r  deny t h e  p o s i t i v e  

d e c l a r a t i v e  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  means t h a t  t h e s e  

words d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  o r  modify t h e  e v e n t  of  t h e  I P  t h e y  

domina te ,  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  are conec ted  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  heads  are n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Tense C- 

Command Cond i t i on ,  and t h u s  Tense need n o t  r a i s e  t o  C- 

command them a t  S - S t r u c t u r e .  

Tha t  yes and no  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  asked ,  more t h a t  

t o  t h e  r e p l i e s  t h a t  may f o l l o w ,  is f u r t h e r  confirmed by t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  e l emen t s  a r e  o n l y  l i c e n s e d  as a r e p l y  t o  a 

q u e s t i o n .  Thus, t h e y  cannot  be g e n e r a t e d  i n  an empty CP i n  

o r d e r  t o  emphasize t h e  s e n t e c e ,  o r  t o  n e g a t e  i t :  



(96) a. U n l i k e  p e n g u i n s ,  s e a g u l l s  d o  f l y  

b .  *Unl ike  p e n g u i n s ,  s e a g u l l s  y e s  f l y  

c .  *Unl ike  p e n g u i n s ,  y e s  s e a g u l l s  ( d o )  f l y  

d .  U n l i k e  s e a g u l l s ,  p e n g u i n s  d o  n o t  f l y  

e .  *Unl ike  s e a g u l l s ,  p e n g u i n s  no ( d o )  f l y  

f .  *Unl ike  s e a g u l l s ,  no p e n g u i n s  ( d o )  f lysa  

I n  t h i s  respect, yes and no a r e  v e r y  much l i k e  

c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  o f  embedded s e n t e n c e s .  Complement ize r s  l i k e  

t h a t ,  w h e t h e r ,  e tc  . . .  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  TCC e i t h e r ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  modify  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  c l a u s e  t h e y  

head ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h  a c o n e c t i o n  between t h e  

main c l a u s e  and t h e  embedded o n e .  They a r e  a l s o  s e l e c t e d  by 

t h e  m a t r i x  v e r b ,  i n  a  way similar t o  which t h e  e l e m e n t s  yes 

and no have  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  by a  q u e s t i o n .  

I h a v e n ' t  y e t  e x p l a i n e d  what t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a n s w e r s  l i k e  

( 8 4 ) .  ( 8 5 )  and ( 8 8 ~ ~  d )  is, a l t h o u g h  I have  a l r e a d y  s a y  t h a t  

t h e  yes and no p r e s e n t  i n  them d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  same 

s e n t e n c e  a s  t h e  rest of t h e  answer .  L e t  me make t h a t  

s t a t e m e n t  more p r e c i s e .  I have e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  yes and no 

a r e  h e a d i n g  a CP, and t h a t  t h e y  a f f i r m  o r  deny t h e  p o s i t i v e  

d e c l a r a t i v e  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e y  a r e  a n s w e r s  t o .  

a1 . I g n o r e  t h e  r e a d i n g  where no is p a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
DP, a s  i n :  

( i )  a .  U n l i k e  [most  s e a g u l l s ] ,  [no  p i n g u i n s ]  l i k e  
warms 



Note f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  I P  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  d o m i n a t e  can  b e  

o p t i o n a l l y  d e l e t e d  : 

(97) B: Did you buy me a p r e s e n t ?  

a. C P  Yes L r  6 I 

b -  C, No C,, 6 I 

I would l i k e  t o  claim t h a t  i n  t h e  examples  i n  ( 0 4 ) ,  ( 0 5 )  and 

(88c, d ) ,  t h e r e  are i n d e e d  two s e n t e n c e s  j u x t a p o s e d .  One o f  

them is headed by yes o r  n o ,  and h a s  t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  ( 9 7 ) )  and t h e  o t h e r  one  is t h e  s e n t e n c e  

t h a t  f o l l o w s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  a n s w e r s  we a r e  now 

c o n s i d e r i n g  would be p a r a l l e l  t o  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  o f  

j u x t a p o % i t i o n s ,  l i k e :  

( 8 6 )  

a .  I l i k e  I r u n e ,  s h e  is t e r r i f i c  

b.  I am g o i n g  t o  t h e  movies ,  tomorrow I have t o  work h a r d  

I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  o n l y  c o n n e c t i o n  betwen t h e  two s e n t e n c e s  

is t h a t  t h e  second  one  is some k i n d  of a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  

f i r s t  o n e .  T h i s  is e x a c t l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  yes o r  

n o  s e n t e n c e  and t h e  one  t h a t  f o l l o w s  a f t e r  t h e  p a u s e  i n t h e  

examples  we a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g .  T h i s  becomes more a p p a r e n t  when 

we d o  n o t  d e l e t e  t h e  e n t i r e  I P  a s  i n  ( 9 7 ) ,  b u t  o n i y  t h e  VP, 

l e a v i n g  t h e  P h r a s e  Harksr down t o  HP o v e r t .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :  



( 9 9 )  8: Do you p l a y  p i a n o ?  

a .  No, I s i n g  

b .  No I d o n ' t ,  I s i n g  

( 9 9 a )  and ( 9 9 b )  are i d e n t i c a l  i n  meaning,  b e c a u s a  t h e  

o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  is whe the r  t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  h a s  I P  d e l s t e d  

o r  VP d e l e t e d .  However, i f  w e  a t t e m p t  t o  d o  t h e  same w i t h  an  

answer  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  o n l y o n e  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  is i l l  

formed : 

( 1 0 0 )  Q:  Do you p l a y  p i a n o ?  

a .  Yes we d o  

b .  *Yes we d o  w e  d o  

The c o n t r a s t  between (99b) and ( 1 0 0 b )  is t h u s  d u e  t o  t h e  

fact t h a t  no i n  (99)  is h e a d i n g  a  CP which is n o t  p a r t  of  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  'I  s i n g ' .  I n  ( 1 0 0 )  however,  t h e r e  is o n l y  on0 

s e n t e n c e .  The c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s t r u c t u r o  are g i v e n  i n  ( 1 0 1 ) :  

(101  

a -  C a r  no  Ctr 6 I // C r r  w e  s i n 8 1  

b .  C, no  C,, we d o n ' t  C, t C, 6 I111 // G, w e  s i n e l  

c -  CP Y ~ S  L r I  do,, L t L 6 I I J I  

Where ( 1 0 1 a )  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  ( 9 9 a ) ,  ( 1 0 1 b )  t o  ( 9 9 b )  and 

(181c) t o  ( lOOa),  and t h e  n o t a t i o n  // r e p r e s e n t s  s e p a r a t e  



sentences, yuxtaposed. Note in passim that it is never 

obligatory to delete any consituent. Thus, the VP could also 

be overt in (101), which would result in the following ' 

sentences : 

(102) a. No we don't play the piano 

b .  Yes we do play the piano 

2 . 7 . 5 .  Answering i n  Spanish. 

Let us now consider how affirmative and negative answers to 

yee/no questions behave in Spanish. As we would expect given 

the data from Basque and English, in Spanish also there are 

interesting restrictions as to what can constitute an 

answer. 

The first paradigm to consider is the one in (103): 

(103) Q: Leiste el libro que te traje? 
'Did you read the book I brought you?' 

a. (Si), si lo lei 

b. *lo lei 

c. Si 

The answers in (103) illustrate two uses of si: in one case, 
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UP is s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  rest of t h e  answer by a pause ;  it 

can be fol lowed by t h e  second t y p e  of  si (103a) ,  which is 

i n t u r n  fo l lowed by t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  The second type  of si 

o c c u r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  the v e r b ,  forming a s i n g l e  i n t o n a t i o n  

c o n s t i t u e n t  (103a ) .  As (103b)  i l l u s t r a t e s ,  t h e  b a r e  

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  r s s u l e s  i n  ungrammat ica l i ty .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  

is t h e  p o s e i b i l i t y  of  r e p l y i n g  w i t h  a b a r e  a i .  We w i l l  l a t e r  

d i s c u s s  what t y p e  of  si t h i s  is. 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  paradigm of p o s s i b l e  n e g a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  

d i v e r g e s  f o r n  t h e  one i n  (103) .  Cons ider  t h e  examples i n  

(104) :  

(104)  Q: l e i s t e  e l  l i b r o  que t e  t r a j e ?  
'Did you r ead  t h e  book t h a t  I gave you? 

a. ( n o ) ,  no l o  l e i  

b .  *no, l o  l e i  

S i m i l a r l y  t o  E n g l i s h ,  a n e g a t i v e  answer l i k e  (104b)  is  

u n g r a m a a r t i c a l ~  (and no is an answer w i t h  t h e  b a r e  

32 . I g n o r e  r ead ing8  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

( i )  €4: Te a b u r r i 6  e l  l i b r o  que  t e  t r a j e ?  
'Did t h e  book t h a t  I brought  you bore  you?' 

a .  No, l o  l e i  d e  cabo a rabo  
'No, I r ead  it begg in ing  t o  end '  

For  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e s e  t y p e  of answers ,  s e e  t h e  
p reced ing  s e c t i o n .  



i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ) .  P a r ~ l l s l  t o  t h e  si series, t h e r e  are two 

u s e s  o f  no as well:  t h e  f i r s t  one  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( lOGa),  

and it  is f o l l o w e d  by a p a u s e .  The second  one  is a t t a c h e d  t o  

t h e  v e r b  and b e l o n g s  i n  t h e  same i n t o n a t i o n  u n i t  as t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b .  I t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p l y  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  

no,  whose n a t u r e  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  below.  

Let u s  c o n s i d e r  some d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  two t y p e s  of 

8 % .  Observe  f i r s t  t h a t  whereas  one  of  them d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  

a d j a c e n c y  w i t h  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  (much l i k e  E n g l i s h  yes), 

t h e  o t h e r  one  d o e s  (much l i k e  Basque ba) .  

S i n c e  i n  is i n t o n a t i o n  what d i s t i n g h i s h e s  t h e  two k i n d s  of  

s i ' s ,  I w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  a l w a y s  f o l l o w e d  by a 

comma, and t h e  second  one  w i t h o u t  a comma, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  

i t  must  b e  s a i d  w i t h  no  p a u s e  a t  a l l .  The c o n t r a s t  between 

b o t h  t y p e s  o f  si w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a d j a c e n c y  t o  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  

v e r b  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (105):  

(105) Q: L l o v i d  a y e r ?  

'Did i t  r a i n  y e s t e r d a y ? '  

a .  S i ,  a y e r  si l l o v i 6  

b .  Si, a y e r  l l o v i 6  

c .  *Si  ayer l l o v i 6  

d .  Si l l o v i 6  a y e r  



The sane is true  f o r  t h e  series o f  no's, a s  shown i n  ( 1 0 8 )  

( I  follow the same c o n v e n t i o n  of d i s t i n g h i s h i n g  them w i t h  

commas ) : 

( 1 0 6 )  a. No, a y e r  no  P l o v i 6  

b .  *No a y e r  l l o v i d  

c .  No l l o v i 6  a y e r  

L s t  u s  assume t h a t  t h e  si and no t h a t  are a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  BP, above I P ,  l i k e  ba and ee 

i n  Basque,  and l i k e  t h e  [,J and [,,I of s e c t i o n  2 . 4 .  

The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n v o l v i n g  

t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  are shown i n  ( 1 0 7 ) :  

Zagona (1988)  presents evidence t h a t  no and I n f l  i n  S p a n i s h  

a r e  amalgamated i n  a  s i n g l e  X'by S - s t r u c t u r e .  I n  t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  S p a n i s h  no is u n l i k e  F r a c h  pas b u t  l i k e  F r e n c h  ne .  



Z a n n u t t i n i  (1988) a r g u e s  t h a t  no i n  S o u t h e r n  Romance is 

g e n e r a t e d  above I P .  I n  e a r l i e r  work, Bosque (1980) p roposed  

t h a t  n e g a t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h  was g e n e r a t e d  i n  a p o s i t i o n  

d o m i n a t i g  S .  I w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  no is h i g h e r  t h a n  

I P ,  and implement  it by c l a i m i n g  t h a t  it is one o f  t h e  

o p t i o n s  i n  8, t o g h e t h e r  w i t h  si, [,,J and [,,I. 

The f a c t  t h a t  si and no are g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  head of  H i n  

S p a n i s h  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  yes and no i n  E n g l i s h ,  . 

which a r e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  Comp, as a r g u e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n .  T h i s  e x p l a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t r a s t s  between t h e  

two l a n g u a g e s :  

(108) a .  p r o  c r e o  [, q u e  L s i / n o  I ]  

b .  *I t h i n k  [, t h a t  yes /no  I ]  



NEGATIVE COHPLRHEUTIZERS 

3.1. INHERENTLY NEGATIVE VERBS: 

A CLAUSAL/NON-CLAUSAL ASYHHETRY. 

I t  is a well known f a c t  t h a t  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items 

( h e n c e f o r t h  NPI) c a n  be l i c e n s e d  a c r o s s  c l a u s e  b o u n d a r i e s  

w i t h o u t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  o v e r t  n e g s t i o n  (Klima ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  

L i n e b a r g e r  (1980)  and r e f e r e n c e s  t h e r e i n ) .  Some examples  of 

t h i s  i n t e r c l a u s a l  l i c e n s i n g  are g i v e n  below: 

( I )  a.  The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  [ t h a t  anybody l e f t  t h e  room 

b e f o r e  d i n n e r  ] 

b.  The p r o f e s s o r  d o u b t s  [ t h a t  anybody u n d e r s t o o d  h e r  

e x p l a n a t i o n ]  

I t  h a s  been u s u a l l y  assumed s i n c e  Klima (1964)  t h a t  i t  is 

t h e  n e g a t i v e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  main v e r b s  deny and doubt t h a t  



makes t h e  embedded c l a u s e  a NPI l i c e n s i n g  domain?  I f  t h i s  

a s s u m p t i o n  is c o r r e c t ,  w e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t h a t  i n  ( 2 )  t h e  NPIs 

a r e  l i c e n s e d  as w e l l ,  s i n c e  t h e y  are d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  of  t h e  

same v e r b s  d e n y  and g o u b t .  However, as n o t e d  by Frogovac  

( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  case: t h e  NPIs i n  o b j e c t  p o s i t i o n  

are n o t  l i c e n s e d .  These  NPIs can o n l y  r e c e i v e ,  m a r g i n a l l y ,  a 

' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  u n l i c e n s e d  NPIs 

(Ladusaw ( 1 9 7 9 ) ) :  

( 2 )  a. *The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  a n y t h i n g  

b .  *The p r o f e s s o r  d o u b t s  any  e x p l a n a t i o n  

A s  n o t e d  by Feldman ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  examples  l i k e  ( 3 )  c l e a r l y  

i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  t h i s  asymmetry is a  f a c t  a b o u t  t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  r e l a t i o n  betweeen d e n y  and its s i s t e r :  

(3) I d e n y  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  a n y t h i n g  

? * I t  w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
i n h e r e n t  n e g a t i v e s  i n  s e c t i o n  35, d o u b t ,  t o o ,  and without 
were assumed t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  symbol n e g .  With t h e s e  
words ,  however,  n e g  was assumed t o  have  no  p h o n o l o g i c a l  
form;  i . e . ,  neg+doubt  had t h e  form d o u b t ,  and t h e  v e r b  d o u b t  
d i d  n o t  o c c u r  w i t h o u t  t h e  s i n b o l  n e g + . ' ( K l i m a ,  1964:313)  

T h i s  asymmetry h a s  a l s o  been p o i n t e d  o u t ,  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a s  f a r  as I can  t e l l ,  a t  leas t  i n  two o t h e r  
works b e s i d e s  P rogovac  ( 1988) : Feldman ( 1985)  n o t e s  t h e  
c o n t r a s t  f o r  E n g l i s h  i n  a f o o t n o t e  and Kempchinsky ( 1 9 8 6 )  
aknowledges  a l s o  i n  a f o o t n o t e  t h a t  Jacas n o t e s  it f o r  
S p a n i s h .  



I n  ( 3 ) ,  t h e  matrix o c c u r r e n c e  o f  deny l i c e n s e s  t h e  ob jec t  

NPI of t h e  lower  clause deny, a l t h o u g h  t h e  e ~ b s d d e d  c l a u s e  

is ungrammat ica l  i f  i t  is n o t  embedded, as  shown i n  ( 2 a ) .  

I t  is t h i s  asymmetry between c l a u s a l  and n o n - c l a u s a l  

a rguments  o f  ' i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e '  v e r b s  t h a t  w i l l  m o t i v a t e  

t h e  main claim of t h i s  c h a p t e r .  Given its c e n t r a l  role, I 

w i l l  discuss it i n  more d e t a i l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o   how t h a t  it 

h o l d s  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  even i n  E n g l i s h ,  d e s p i t e  o c c a s i o n a l  

a p p e a r a n c e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  

3.1.1. Three Criteria to Distinguish licensed HPIs. 

I w i l l  p r e s e n t  h e r e  t h r e e  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  l i c e n s e d  

NPIs from ' f ree '  o n e s .  I n  e a c h  of them, t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  (1) 

w i l l  p a t t e r n  as h a v i n g  l i c e n s e d  NPIs, whereas  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  

i n  ( 2 )  w i l l  p a t t e r n  l i k e  i n s t a n c e s  of ' f r e e '  NPIs. 

{I )  The f i r s t  c r i t e r i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  a d v e r b  just .  

Attachment  o f  t h i s  a d v e r b  forces a ' f r e e  c h o i c e *  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  hea&ed by any. The effect 

induced  by just can  be s e e n  i n  ( 4 ) .  T h u s ,  compare (Qa), to 

(4b)  : 



( 4 )  a.  I d i d n ' t  eat a n y t h i n g ,  I s t a r v e d  
# I a t e  t r u f f l e s  

b .  I d i d n e . t  eat  j u s t  a n y t h i n g ,  I a t e  t r u f f l e s  
# I s t a r v e d  

, I n  ( 4 a ) ,  t h e  NPI is l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n ,  and t h u s  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  means r o u g h l y  t h e  same as  'I  a t e  n o t h i n g ' .  

Hence, t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  is ' I  

s t a r v e d '  and n o t  ' I  a t e  t r u f f l e s ' ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e r  would 

r e s u l t  i n  a  . c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  However, i n  (4b), t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a d v e r b  ~UEL i n d u c e s  a c o m p l e t e  r e v e r s a l  

i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  Now, t h e  e n t a i l m e n t  

is t h a t  I a t e  s o m e t h i n g  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  T h i s  , is i n  

f a c t  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  o b t a i n s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  j u s t  i n  a  

c o n t e x t  where t h e  NPI is l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n .  J u s t  f o r c e s  

t h e  ' f r e e '  r e a d i n g  of  t h e  NPI, c h a n g i n g  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

of  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i n t r o d u c i n g  j u s t  i n  a 

o o n t e c t  where t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  headed by any is anyway ' f r e e  

c h o i c e '  d o e s  n o t  i n d u c e  a change i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

L e t  u s  s e e  what r e s u l t s  are o b t a i n e d  when just  is i n t r o d u c e d  

i n  t h e  examples  i n  (1) and ( 2 ) .  If j u s t  is i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  

examples  i n  ( 2 ) ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  d o  n o t  

change ;  t h u s ,  ( S a )  and (5b)  mean t h e  same as ( 2 a )  and (2b): 

( 5 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  j u s t  a n y t h i n g  

b .  The t e a c h e r  d o u b t s  j u s t  any  e x p l a n a t i o n  



I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  o n l y  change is t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  are now 

more a c c e p t a b l e .  T h i s  is s o  b e c a u s e  any h a s  o n l y  a  ' f r e e  

c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  i n  a l l  t h e  examples  i n  ( 2 )  and (5), and jus t  

makes t h a t  r e a d i n g  more s a l i e n t .  

For t h o s e  s p e a k e r s  who d o  n o t  f i n d  just p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  

i n  i n d u c i n g  a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g ,  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  o p t i o n  

t h a t  g i v e s  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s .  T h i s  is t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  

m o d i f i e r  01' a f t e r  my. T h i s  p a r t i c l e  can  b e  i n s e r t e d  e i t h e r  

a l o n e  o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  just, and it a l s o  h a s  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  f o r c i n g  a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g .  

N o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 2 )  a l s o  become more e a s i l y  

a c c e p t a b l e  i f  w e  i n t r o d u c e  modals ,  and i f  t h e  DP i t s e l f  is  

m o d i f i e d ,  as i n  ( 6 ) :  

( 6 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  deny any  s t a t e m e n t  made by t h e  

d e f e n d a n t  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  would d o u b t  any e x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  

by a s t u d e n t  

These  s e n t e n c e s  sound less akward t h a t  t h e  o n e s  i n  ( 2 ) ;  b u t ,  

even i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  and maybe even a g a i n s t  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  

f i r s t  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e  any c o n s t i t u e n t s  s t i l l  have  o n l y  a  

' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g .  Thus ,  i f  w e  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  a d v e r b  



just, t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  d o e s  n o t  change a t  

a l l ,  a r e s u l t  t h a t  can  o n l y  o b t a i n  i f  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  had 

s o l e l y  a ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  a l r e a d y  i n  ( 7 ) :  

( 7 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  deny  j u s t  any s t a t e m e n t  made by 

t h e  d e f e n d a n t  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  would d o u b t  j u s t  any e x p l a n a t i o n  

g i v e n  by a s t u d e n t  

I n  contract, when w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( I ) ,  w e  f i n d  

t h a t  t h e y  behave  i n  a r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  way. Thus f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  a d d i n g  ( a n d / o r  01') t o  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  (1) 

i n d u c e s  a s h a r p  change i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  NPI p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  just  was n o t  ' f r e e '  b u t  

l i c e n s e d  : 

(8)  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  t h a t  j u s t  anybody l e f t  t h e  

room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  d o u b t s  t h a t  j u s t  anybody u n d e r s t o o d  

t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

The c o n d i t i o n s  under  which t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 8 )  and (1) a r e  

t r u e  are n o t  t h e  same. Thus ,  ( $ a )  is t r u e  even i f  t h e  

w i t n e s s e s  a g r e e  t h a t  some p e o p l e  l e f t  t h e  room b e f o r e  

d i n n e r .  T h e i r  c l a i m  is t h a t  o n l y  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  d i d  i t .  By 

c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  ( l a )  is t r u e  i f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a r e  



claiming that absolutely nobody left the room before dinner. 

Similarly, in (8b), the sentence is true even if the 

professor believes t.hat some of her students did understand 

the explanation, whereas in (lb) the professor believes that 

none of them did. 

(11) The second criterion for distinguishing 'free' and 

licensed NPIs will involve substitution of the inherent 

negative verbs for non-negative ones. In cases of 'free' any 

constituents, this change has no consequences, whereas in 

cases of licensed NPIs it results in ungrammaticality. 

Consider the sentences in ( 6 ) ,  which are identical to those 

in (2) except for the fact that modals and relative clauses 

have been added to make them more acceptsble. If the any 

constituent is a 'free choice' in ( B ) ,  then substituting 

deny or doubt will have no effect on the acceptability of 

the any constituent, because the negative verbs play no role 

in licensing tt.e presence of the any phrase. This 

expectation is indeed borne out. 

If we replace deny and doubt with verbs that are never 

licensers of NPIs like repeat and believe, the sentences are 

still good and the NPIs have the same interpretation of 

'pick any' (Vendler (1967)): 



( 9 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  r e p e a t  any  s t a t e m e n t  made b y ,  

t h e  d e f e n d a n t  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  would b e l i e v e  any  s x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  

by h e r  s t u d e n t  

However, when t h i s  c r i t e r i o n  is a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  cases i n  ( I ) ,  

and we s u b s t i t u t e  rapmat and believe f o r  deny and doubt, as 

w e  d i d  b e f o r e  w i t h  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 2 )  and ( 6 ) ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  

are now s h a r p l y  u n g r a m m a t i c a l ?  

(10)  a .  *The w i t n e s s e s  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  anybody l e f t  t h e  

room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  *The p r o f e s s o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  anybody u n d e r s t o o d  

t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

(111) The t h i r d  c r i t e r i o n  i n v o l v e s  NPIs  t h a t  d o  n o t  have  

a ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e r e  are NPIs l i k e  a 

mingle 1 which d o  n o t  have  a  ' f r e e '  r e a d i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  

have  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  two c h o i c e s :  i f  l i c e n s e d  by an a f f e c t i v e  

e l e m e n t ,  t h e y  are i n t e r p r e t e d  as e x i s t e n t i a l s ,  b u t  i f  n o t  

l i c e n s e d ,  t h e y  are i n t e r p r e t e d  as e q u i v a l e n t  t o  'one  and 

=I f o l l o w  Ladusaw's  (1979)  c o n v e n t i o n :  " . . .  t h e  
a s t e r i s k s  on s e n t e n c e s  o o n t a i n i n g  any below r e p r e s e n t  
judgements  a b o u t  PS-any. Hany have  good FC-any 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  which I w i l l  be  i g n o r i n g . "  (Ladusaw, 
1978 : 105 ) 



o n l y  o n e 0 .  The two i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  are i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 1 i ) P  

(11) a .  I d i d n ' t  write a s i n g l e  l e t t e r ,  
I had no  p a p e r  a t  a l l  
# t h e  one  f o r  Hary 

b .  I w r o t e  a s i n g l e  l e t t e r ,  
#I  had no  p a p e r  a t  a l l  
t h e  one  f o r  n a r y  

Let u s  now s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  an9 c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  s e n t e n c e s  ( 1 )  

and ( 2 ) .  The p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e s  where t h e  any 

is a l i c e n s e d  NPI, w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  ( l l a ) ,  

whereas  i n  t h o s e  c a s e s  where t h e  any p h r a s e s  are n o t  

l i c e n s e d ,  we w i l l  f i n d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  ( l l b ) .  L e t  us 

f i r s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  paradigm i n  (1) .  The s u b s t i t u t e d  v e r s i o n s  

are  g i v e n  i n  ( 1 2 ) :  

( 1 2 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  t h a t  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n  l e f t  

t h e  room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  d o u b t s  t h a t  a s i n g l e  s t u d e n t  

u n d e r s t o o d  h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  

The s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 1 2 )  have  r o u g h l y  t h e  same i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

4 The r e a d i n g s  a r e  f a c i l i t a t e d  i f  g i v e n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t o n a t i o n  c o n t o u r .  However, a s  we s h a l l  see i n  examples  i n  
( 1 2 ) ,  i n t o n a t i o n  c a n n o t  s a l v a g e  c a s e s  were a s i n g l e  H is n o t  
l i c e n s e d  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  Hence, I assume t h a t  i n t o n a t i o n  
c o n t o u r s  are d e r i v e d  from p a r t i c u l a r  S - s t r u c t u r e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  and t h u s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  
f a c t o r  i n  l i c e n s i n g ,  b u t  a p h o n e t i c  s i g n a l  t h a t  l i c e n s i n g  
h a s  t a k e n  p l a c o .  



as t h e  o n e s  i n  (1).  T h i s  shows t h a t  t h e  NPI a single N is 

i n d e e d  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  embedded c l a u s e .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  when w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 2 )  under  

t h i s  c r i t e r i o n ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  I w i l l  use t h e  

s e n t e n c e s  i n  (8)  t o  g i v e  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  t h e  b e s t  c h a n c e ,  

g i v e n  t h a t  some s p e a k e r s  f i n d  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 2 )  a l r e a d y  

q u i t s  m a r g i n a l .  C o n s i d e r  now t h e  cases i n  ( 1 3 ) :  

(13) a .  The w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  deny  a s i n g l e  s t a t e m e n t  made 

by t h e  d e f e n d a n t  

b .  The p r o f e s s o r  would/can d o u b t  a  s i n g l e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  by h e r  s t u d e n t s  

The s e n t e n c e s  i n  (13) have  o n l y  one  i n t e r p z s t a t i o n :  i n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  ( 1 3 a ) ,  t h e r e  is o n l y  one p a r t i c u l a r  s t & t e m e n t  t h e  

d e f e n d a n t  w i l l  make, which t h e  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  d e n y .  I n  t h e  

c a s e  of  ( l a b ) ,  t h e r e  is one p a r t i c u l a r  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h e  

p r o f e s s o r  w i l l  d o u b t .  Hence, ( 1 3 a )  c o u l d  b e  f o l l o n e d  up w i t h  

'namely ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  h e r  being z n  t h e  k i t c h o n  during 

t h e  s h o o t i n g ' ,  and ,  s i m i l a r l y ,  (13b) c o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  wi t t i  

'namely ,  t h e  one a b o u t  t h e  b u s  c a t c h i n g  f i r e  on t h e  r o a d ' .  

Note t h a t  no  m a t t e r  what i n t o n a t i o n  is g i v e n  t o  t h e  

s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  NPI r e a d i n g  is s i m p l y  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e s e  

c a s e s .  



We can  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  asymmetry i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

(1) and ( 2 )  e x i s t s  i n  E n g l i s h :  NPIs are l i c e n s e d  o n l y  i n  

c l a u s a l  complements  o f  ' i n h e r e n t  n e a g t i v e '  l e x i c a l  i t ems .  I n  

what f o l l o w s ,  I w i l l  b e  concerned  w i t h  NPI c a s e s  of  t h e  s o r t  

i n  (I), where t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  NPI is t h a t  o f  an 

e x i ~ t e n t i a l  under  t h e  s c o p e  o f  n e a a t i o n .  I w i l l  mark a s  

d e v i a n t  (*) a l l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  n o n - l i c e n s e d  NPIs l i k e  t h d  o n e s  

i~ ( 2 ) ,  r e g a r d l e e s  of whe the r  t h e y  a c q u i r e  a ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  n o t .  The a s t e r i s k  t h u s  means t h a t  t h e  NPI 

is n o t  l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  t h e  

s e n t e n c e  c a n n o t  have  any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a t  a l l .  

Given t h e  e v i d e n c e  j u s t  p r e s e n t e d ,  we must c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

t h e r e  is a s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  between c l a u s a l  and n o n - c l a u s a l  

a r g u m e n t s  of  what a r e  c a l l e d  ' n e g a t i v e  v e r b s ' .  I t  is o n l y  i n  

c l a u s a l  a rguments  t h a t  NPIs a r e  l i c e n s e d  by n e g a t i o n .  NPIs  

a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d  i n  n o n - c l a u s a l  a rguments?  However, t h e s e  

r e s u l t s  a r e  v e r y  p u z z l i n g  i f  i t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  NPIs i n  t h e  

c l a u s a l  a rguments  o f  t h e s e  v e r b s  are l i c e n s e d  by t h e  

' i n h e r e n t  n e g a t i o n '  o f  t h e  main verb.  If t h i s  is t h e  c a s e ,  

t h e r e  is no way t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  c l a u s a l / n o n - c l a u s a l  

asymmetry w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  NPI l i c e n s i n g .  

8See bc?ow f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  s t a t u s  of a c t i o n  
nouns  l i k e  -, hvnlv-  o r  a- i n  examples  
l i k e :  

( i )  The bumper p r e v e n t e d  any damage t o  t h e  c a r  
( i i )  The w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  any invo lvement  i n  t h e  crime 
( i i i ) T h e  s e n a t o r  d e n i e d  any a l l e g a t i o n s  OP c h i l d  a b u s e  



3.1.2. l o  asymmetry induced by overt  negation. 

Note f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  asymmetry d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  cases 

where an  o v e r t  n e g a t i o n  l i c e n c e s  NPIs a c r o s s  a c l a u s e  

boundary .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  examples  i n  (14) :  

( 1 4 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  anybody l e f t  t h e  

room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  

I f  we a p p l y  t h e  two t e s t s  w e  used  above t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

' l i c e n s e d  NPIs*  from ' f r e e  NPIs ' ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  are t h a t  t h e r e  

is no  c l a u s a l / n o n - c l a u s a l  asymmetry i n  ( 1 4 ) .  

( I )  Hence, i f  ju& is i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h e  meaning o f  both 

s e n t e n c e s  c h a n g e s :  

( 1 5 )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  j u s t  anybody l e f t  

t h e  room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  say j u s t  a n y t h i n g  



(11) And i f  t h e  n e g a t i o n  is e l i m i n a t e d ,  b o t h  s e n t e n c e s  

y i e l d  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t *  

(18)  a .  *The w i t n e s s e a  s a i d  t h a t  anybody l e f t  t h e  room 

b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  *The w i t n e s s e s  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  

( 1 1 1 )  I f  we s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  an9 NPI f o r  a minelo #, no 

r a d i o a l  change  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is o b t a i n e d ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  

i n  ( 1 7 ) :  

( I ? )  a .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  a s i n g l a  p e r s o n  

l e f t  t h e  room b e f o r e  d i n n e r  

b .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d n ' t  s a y  a s i n g l e  t h i n g  

( 1 7 a )  can  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  meaning t h e  same a s  ( 1 4 a ) .  I t  

a l s o  h a s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  namely ' t h e  witnesses d i d  

n o t  s a y  t h a t  o n l y  one  p e r e o n  l e f t  t h e  room', b u t  t h i s  is n o t  

r e l e v a n t  h e r e .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  a rguments  g o e s ,  it is 

enough t o  show t h a t  a meaning e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ( 1 4 a )  is 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  (17a) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  ( 1 7 b )  has a meaning 

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ( 1 4 b ) .  

L . Again ,  l i k e  i n  a l l  cases of NPIs t h a t  are n ~ t  
l i c e n s e d ,  a v e r y  heavy s t ress  can  r e s c u e  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  
o n l y  i n  t h e  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  which is n o t  t h e  
one a t  s t a k e  h e r e .  



Given this evidence, we must conclude that there are 

fundamental differences between the NPI licensing properties 

of an overt negative morpheme and those of an inherent 

negative lexical element. Namely, whereas an overt negative 

marker does not discriminate between clausal and non-clausal 

complements in its ability to license #PIS,  inherently 

negative lexical items do discriminate between these two 

types of arguments with regard to NPI licen~ing. 

This result is unexpected if the negation in the inherently 

negative items is active for NPI licensing; both overt 

negation and this inherent negative feature should have the 

same licensing properties. 

3.1.3. Some tough cases: aotion nouns. 

There are some cases where the generalization presentend 

above might seem to break down. A l l  these cases involve 

action nouns. Some examples are given in (18): 

(18) a .  The bumper prevented any damage to the car 

b. The witness denied any involvement in the crime 

c. She dispelled any doubts we had 

d. He refused any medication 

e. The senator denied any allegations of drug-trafficking 



These  c a s e s  d o  sound l i k e  NPI any t o  some n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s .  

However, i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  can  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

c l e a r l y  ehow o t h e r w i s e .  H e r e ,  I w i l l  p r e s e n t  a f o u r t h  

c r i t e r i o n  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  any c o n s t i t u e n t s  

from NPI o n e s ;  t h i s  c r i t e r i o n  is i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Ladusaw's  

(1979):  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  any is a  u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r ,  b u t  NPI 

any is an e x i s t e n t i a l .  

T h i e  f o u r t h  c r i t e r i o n  i n v o l v e s  p u t t i n g  a l l  where we had any. 

I f  t h e  any DP is a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e ' ,  t h i s  change  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  which t h e  s e n t e n c e  is t r u e .  Howaver, i f  

t h e  DP headed by any is an NPI, t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  which 

t h e  s e n t e n c e  is t r u e  d o  change  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s ,  l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  u n c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  c a s e s  of 

b o t h  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  any and NPI any. L e t  u s  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  

f o r m e r ;  c o n s i d e r  ( 1 9 ) :  

(19 )  a .  any dog  can  b i t e  

b .  any s t o r e  would be c h e a p e r  t h a n  t h i s  one 

c .  a l l  d o g s  can  b i t e  

d .  a l l  s t o r e s  would b e  c h e a p e r  t h a n  t h i s  one  



The s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( l S a ,  c )  and ( 1 9 c ,  d )  mean a l m o s t  t h e  

~ a m e : ~ i f  any  dog can b i t e ,  t h e n  i t  must b e  t r u e  t h a t  a l l  

d o g s  can b i t e ,  and v i c e  v e r s a .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i t  is a n e c e s s a r y  

t r u t h  t h a t  any s t o r e  would b e  c h e a p e r  t h a n  t h i s  one  i f  and 

o n l y  i f  a l l  s t o r e s  a r e  c h e a p e r  t h a n  t h i s  one .  I t  is a  

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  any t o  b e  a ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  ( r a t h e r  

t h a n  a n  NPI) t h a t  t h e  s u b m t i t u t i a n  o f  a l l  p r e s e r v e s  t r u t h  

c o n d i t i o n s .  I f  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i a  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  any a t  

s t a k e  i a  a ' f r e e  c h o i c e ' .  

C o n s i d e r  now s e n t e n c e s  w i t h  NPI any, l i k e  t h e  o n e s  i n  ( 2 0 ) :  

( 2 0 )  a .  I d i d  n o t  see any dog  

b .  Did any s t o r e  g i v e  you a  lower  p r i c e ?  

c .  Never d i d  any s e n a t o r  s a y  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  

b e f o r e  

d .  I f  any  human b e i n g  were t o  e n t e r  t h i s  room. . .  

7 . T h e r e  is of  c o u r s e  one  d i f f e r e n c e  between ' f r e e  
c h o i c e '  any and u n i v e r s a l s  l i k e  a l l  and every: whereas  t h e  
f o r m e r  t a k e s  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of e l e m e n t s  one  by one ,  t h e  l a t t e r  
d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d o  s o  ( V e n d l e r  ( 1 9 8 7 ) ) .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  
becomes a p p a r e n t  i n  c a s e s  l i k e  ( i )  and ( i i ) ,  which a r e  by n o  
means similar:  

( i )  p i c k  any c a r d  
( i i )  p i c k . a l 1  c a r d s  

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  between ' f r e e  c h o i c e *  any and o t h e r  
u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r s  is however n o t  r e l e v a n t  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  made i n  t h e  t e x t .  



I f  we now i n t r o d u c e  a l l  where w e  had m y ,  t h e  meaning of  t h e  

s e n t e n c e s  change  c o n s i d e r a b l y :  ( 2 0 a )  c o u l d  be fa l se  a t  t h e  

same t i m e  t h a t  ( 2 1 a )  is t r u e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  i f  I have  seen 

some d o g s  b u t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  one  c o u l d  answer 

' y e s '  t o  ( 2 0 b )  and ' n o '  t o  ( 2 1 b )  b e i n g  e n t i r e l y  t r u t h f u l ,  

and t h e  same is t r u e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c a s e s .  

( 2 1 )  a .  I d i d  n o t  n e e  a l l  d o g s  

b .  Did a11 s t o r e s  g i v e  you a lower  p r i c e ?  

c .  Never d i d  a l l  ~ e n a t o r s  s a y  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  

d .  I f  a l l  human b e i n g s  were t o  e n t e r  t h i s  r o o m . . .  

T h i s  c o n f i r m s  t h a t  t h e r e  is an o b s e r v a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

NPIs and ' f r e e  c h o i c e *  a n y s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  e x i s t e n t i a l  and 

u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i c a t i o n a l  f o r c e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  We can  now 

make t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  c a s e s  i n  

( 1 0 1 ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  t h e s e  c a s e s  a r e  t r u l y  

e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i n h e r e n t  n e g a t i v e  

v e r b s  d o  n o t  l i c e n s e  NPIs i n  n o n - c l a u s a l  complements .  Hence, 

c o n s i d e r  ( 2 2 )  : 

( 2 2 )  a .  The bumper p r e v e n t e d  a l l  damage t o  t h e  c a r  

b .  The w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  a l l  invo lvement  i n  t h e  c r ime  

c .  She d i s p e l l e d  a l l  d o u b t s  w e  had 

d .  He r e f u s e d  a l l  m e d i c a t i o n  

e .  The s e n a t o r  d e n i e d  a l l  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  d r u g - t r a f f i c k i n g  



T h e r e  is no p o s s i b l e  s c e n a r i o  where any o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  

( 2 2 )  c o u l d  b e  t r u e  and i ts c o r r e l a t e  i n  ( 1 8 )  f a l s e ,  o r  v i c e  

v e r s a .  Thus f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  i t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  bumper 

p r e v e n t e d  a l l  damage t o  t h e  c a r ,  t h e n  i t  is n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  

t h a t  t h e  bumper p r e v e n t e d  any damage t o  t h e  c a r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

i f  t h e  w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  a l l  invo lvement  i n  t h e  crime, s h e  

d e n i e d  any invo lvement  i n  t h e  crime as well ,  and i f  s h e  

d i m p e l l e d  a l l  d o u b t s  we had,  t h e n  i t  is a180 t r u e  t h a t  s h e  

d i e p e l l e d  any  d o u b t s  we had.  Hence, we can  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  a l l  

s e n t e n o e s  i n  (22 )  e n t a i l  t h e i r  c o r r e l a t a s  i n  ( 1 8 ) .  

C r u c i a l l y ,  however,  t h e  e n t a i l m e n t  from a l l  t o  any d o e s  n o t  

h o l d  i n  cases o f  NPI m y ;  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  (21 )  d o  n o t  

e n t a i l  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 2 0 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  examples  i n  

( 1 8 )  a r e  cases o f  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  any? They d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  

c o u n t e r e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  do  n o t  

l i c e n s e  NPIs i n  n o n - c l a u s a l  complements .  

* T h i s  r e s u l t  is f u r t h e r  conf i rmed  by c r o s s - l i n g u i s t i c  
e v i d e n c e .  P rogovac  (1988) p r o v i d e s  e v i d s n c e  from Serbo- 
c r o a t i a n ,  where NPIs d o  n o t  have  a f r e e - c h o i c e  r e a d i n g  
a v a i l a b l e .  O b j e c t  NPIs a l w a y s  y i e l d  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y  i n  
n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  as shown i n  ( i ) :  

( i )  4 o v o j  ku -i n e d s s t a j e  i -kakvo mesto  
t h i s  house-DAT l a c k s  any-what-kind p l a c e  
( ' t h i s  house  l a c k s  any  k i n d  o f  p l a c e  

d a  se s e d i  n a p o l j u  kad pada  k i  a  
t h a t  s e l f  sits o u t s i d e  when f a l l s  r a i n  
where one  can  sit when it r a i n s ' )  

S p a n i s h  a l s o  l a c k s  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g s  o f  i ts  NPIs,  and 
NPIs are n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e s e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  (JAcas (1986)):  

( i i )  *Noriega  neg6 n i n g u n a  a c u s a c i d n  d e  n a r c o t r d f i c o  
( ' N o r i e g a  d e n i e d  any  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g ' )  



3.2. AN EXPLANATION OF THE ASYHHETRY: [N] COHPLEHENTIZBRS 

3.2.1. The Proposal. 

I will claim that the clau~al/non-clausal contrasts 

presented in the previous seotion involve the premence 

veraus absenoe of a negative complementizer. Lexical 

elements like deny and doubt select complementieers that 

have the feature [+neg]. It is the complementizer that 

licenses the NPIs in the examples in (1). The absence of the 

compleuentizer precludes licensing of NPIs, and thus the 

fact that NPIs in non-clausal arguments are not licensed 

follows trivially. 

The S-structure representations of the sentences in (la, b), 

under this hypothesis, are as illustrated in (23a, b): 

(23) a. 

the witnesses 
3. 

t L A V P  

deniced 1. 

that ,, 

anybody I *  



b .  

t h e  p r o  f e s s o r  

A V P  t& . 
doubt[s ] ,  

t h a t  - 
anybody 

I 

Previoum dim umsionu o f  t h e s e  t y p e  o f  mentences  assumed t h a t  T t h e  s y n t a c t i  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e s  i n  (23a)  

and (23b) wa i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a d e c l a r a t i v e  

c l a u s e  l i k e  s a y  [ t h a t  p e n g u i n s  f l y ] ' .  The HPI l i c e n s i n g  

p r o p e r t i e s  t r e l i e d  c r u c i a l l y  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  

m a t r i x  v e r b  K l i m a  (1964)) ,  o r  on t h e  downward e n t a i l i n g  I 
p r o p e r t i e m  01 t h e  m a t r i x  p r e d i c a t e  (Laduaav (1979) ) .  Thus ,  

I 

i n  t h e  case f doubt o r  deny, t h e s e  a n a l y s e s  f o c u s  on t h e  1, 
v e r b s  themse v e e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o u n t  l i c e n s i n g  o f  NPIs 

a c r o s s  c l a u e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  f a i l i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  asymmetry 

p r e s e n t e d  i n  

- 
makes a p r o p o s a l  r e g a r d i n g  n e g a t i o n  i n  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  AUX by a 
t h i s  r e s p e c t  it is somewhat s i m i l a r  

h e r e .  W a r l p i r i  d i s p l a y s  t h e  



The p r o p o s a l  made h e r e  f o l l o w s  t h e  i d e a  p u t  f o r w a r d  by 

Progovac  ( 1988), i n  t h a t  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  r e p r e ~ e n t a t i o n  of  

s e n t e n c e s  embadded u n d e r  i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e  v e r b a  d i v e r g e s  

from t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  that c l a u s e s  embedded u n d e r  non- 

n e g a t i v e  v e r b s .  

P rogovac  (1988)  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  is o r u c i a l l y  t h e  CP 

p r o j e c t i o n  t h a t  i a  r e a p o n a a b l e  f o r  t h e  auccemfu l  NPI 

l i u e n a i n g  i n n i d e  t h e  embedded c l a u n e .  L d e p a r t  form h e r  

ana lymin  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  what i n  CP i t  i n  t h a t  l i c e n s e s  

t h e  NPIs.  S e e  below f o r  a  d i s c u ~ s i o n  o f  h e r  p r o p o s a l ,  which 

i r l v o l v e s  a p o l a r i t y  o p e r a t o r  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  t h e  CP 

n e g a t i v e  hula a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  
a u x i l i a r y .  But  kula can  also f o l l o w  t h e  e l e m e n t  lawa: 

( i )  lawa ku laka-na  pula-mi ( n a t Y u )  
n e g a t i v e  neg-pres - I  s h o u t - n o n p a s t  ( I )  

'I am n o t  s h o u t i n g .  I t  is n e g a t i v e  ( i . e . ,  n o t  s o )  
t h a t  I am s h o u t i n g . '  

( i i )  lawa kula-na-ZERO wawiri pantu-nu ( n a t Y u l u - l u )  
n e g a t i v e  n e g - d e f p a s t - I - i t  kangaroo  s p e a r - p a s t  ( I - e r g )  
'I  d i d  n o t  s p e a r  t h e  kangaroo .  I t  is n o t  s o t  h a t  I s p e a r e d  
t h e  kangaroo '  

Hale a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  e l e m e n t  lawa is n o t  a c o n s t i t u e n t  of  t h e  
s e n t e n c e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a u x i l i a r y ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by 
t h e  u n p r a m m a t i c a l i t y  o f  ( i i i ) :  

( i i i)  *kulaks-na lawa pula-mi ( n a Y t u )  

H a l e  (1968) c l a i m s  t h a t  lawa is a  n e g a t i v e  m a t r i x  v e r b ,  which 
t a k e s  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  as s u b j e c t .  He p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  
embedded AUX a c q u i r e s  t h e  n e g a t i v i z e d  e l e m e n t  by a spec ia l  
r u l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i ts s e n t e n c e  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of  
t h e  n e g a t i v e  v e r b .  



p r o j e c t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  head C '? 

3.2.2. Sore Further Supporting Bvidmncs. 

Added t o  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  i n  3 . 1 . ,  t h e r e  is more 

e v i d e n c e  i n t e r n a l  t o  E n g l i s h  s u p o r t i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

n e g a t i v e  o o m p l e m e n t i z e r r ,  which I w i l l  now d i s c u s s .  

3.2.2.1. Lack of mubject-object asymmetries 

S u b j e c t  NPIs i n  E n g l i s h  a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d  by s e n t e n c e  

n e g a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  n e g a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c-command t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  

S - s t r u c t u r e .  Only  when negat i .on  is p l a c e d  i n  Comp c a n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  NPI b e  l i c e n s e d  ( C f .  C h a p t e r  1). I n  t h e  c a s e s  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h e r e ,  t h e  l i c e n s e r  is Comp i t s e l f ,  a n d ,  

similar t o  c a s e s  where Neg h a s  moved t o  Comp, t h e  l i c e n s i n g  

o f  a  s u b j e c t  NPI is o b t a i n e d  (24c) :  

( 2 4 )  a .  *[,,Anybody [, d i d n ' t  l a a v e ]  

b .  [,Why d i d n  ' t  G, anybody l e a v e ]  ] 

c .  I d o u b t  [, t h a L  [ ,, anybody l e f t  ] ] 

' SProgovac ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and p r o p o s a l  were n o t  
f a m i l i a r  t o  me u n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y ,  when most o f  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  had a l r e a d y  been w r i t t e n .  Hence, some of  t h e  

a rguments  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C d r e  a l s o  
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  h e r  p r o p o s a l ,  and do  a t  times o v e r l a p  w i t h  
h e r  own a rguments .  



As shown i n  ( 2 4 a ) ,  i f  t h e  l i c e n s e r  d o e s  n e t  c-command t h e  

NPI a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  l i c e n s i n g  f a i l s .  Hence, a case where t h e  

n e g a t i v e  v e r b  d o e s  n o t  c-command t h e  NPI b u t  where t h e  

complement ize r  d o e s  is a c r u c i a l  t e s t i n g  g round  f o r  t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s .  The p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  even i f  t h e  v e r b  d o e s  n o t  

c-command t h e  NPI, t h e  NPI w i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  be l i c e n s e d ,  

s i n c e  the n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  is s t i l l  c-commanding i t .  

T h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is b o r n e  o u t ,  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  example 

i l l u s t r a t e s :  

( 2 5 )  [ , that- ,  I,, anybody l e f t  t h e  room b e f o r e  d i n n e r ] ] ,  

was d e n i e d  t, by t h e  w i t n e s s e s  

I n  f a c t ,  i t  is p r e c i s e l y  examples  l i k e  t h e  one i n  (25 )  t h a t  

f o r c e  Ladusaw (1979)  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n  ' ad  hoc' c o n d i t i o n  i n  

h i s  In-t Scppe C o n v e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  NPIs 

i n  E n g l i s h .  L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  what t h e  problem is t h a t  

s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( 2 5 )  p o s e  f o r  Ladusaw ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  

3.2.2.2. Ladusaw (2478): p r e c e d e n c e  and c l a u e e m a t e n e s a .  

Under Ladusaw's  ( 1 9 7 8 )  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s c o p e ,  b o t h  t h e  

s u b j e c t  and t h e  VP are u n d e r  t h e  s c o p e  of  n e g a t i o n  i n  a  



c l a u n e .  Ladusaw n o t e s  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h i s  f a c t ,  i t  c a n n o t  be 

c l a i m e d  t h a t  b e i n s  i n  t h e  s c o p e  of  a t r i g g e r  is a  s u f f f c i e n t  

c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  a n  NPI .  I f  i t  were, s u b j e c t  

NPIn would b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  and 

t h e y  are n o t .  Horeover ,  Ladusaw n o t e s  t h a t  when a t r i g g e r i n g  

e l e m e n t  p r e c e d e s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  i a ,  when it a p p e a r s  

s e n t e n c e  i n i t i a l l y ,  s u b j e c t  NPIs a r e  l i c e n s e d .  

The f o l l o w i n g  examples  are t a k e n  f rom him, and t h e y  a r e  

similar t o  t h e  o n e s  we have c o n s i d e r e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1 . 2 . 4 . ;  

( 2 0 )  a .  h a s  anyone s e e n  C l a r e n c e ?  

b .  r a r e l y  is anyone a u d i t e d  by t h e  IRS 

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  Ladusaw (1979) must i n t r o d u c e  an 

' ad  hoc '  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  NPIs;  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  NPI 

a p p e a r  r i g h t w a r d  of t h e i r  t r i g g e r s  as w e l l  a s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

s c o p e s .  Thus ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n t r o d u c e s  a  l i n e a r  c o n s t r a i n t  

i n  terms o f  p r e c e d e n c e .  

However, Ladusaw n o t e s ,  when t h e  n e g a t i o n  is i n  a h i g h e r  

c l a u s e ,  t h e  p r e c e d e n c e  c o n d i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  anymore. The 

examples  p r e s e n t e d  by Ladusaw a r e  g i v e n  i n  ( 2 7 ) :  



( 2 7 )  a . t h a t  a n y o n e  h a s  f i n i s h e d  y e t  i s n ' t  l i k  y 
is u n l i k e 1  4 
is d o u b t f u l  

b .  f o r  J o h n  t.0 have  f o u n d  any u n i c o r n s  i n  i m p o s s i b l e  
i s n ' t  p o s s i b l e  

c. f o r  anyone  t o  win a l l  s i x  r a c e s  would b e  u n l i k e l y  

B e c a u s e  o f  e x a m p l e s  l i k e  t h e s e ,  wh ich  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  ( 2 5 )  

i n  a l l  r e l e v a n t  r e s p e c t s ,  Ladusaw r e d u c e s  t h e  p r e c e d e n c e  

c o n d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  c a s e s  whe re  t h e  t r i gge r  and  t h e  NPI are 

c l a u s e m a t e s .  The  ' ad  h o c '  c o n d i t i o n  added  is t h u s  as  

i i . L a d l ~ s a w  a l s o  m o d i f i e s  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  h i s  
I n h e r e n t  S c o p e  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  t o  ( 2 5 ) .  The 
c o n d i t i o n  added  t o  it h a s  b e e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  h e r e :  

r e n t  S c o n e  C n n v e n t , i n n  (Ladusaw (1979) )  
A .  I n h e r i t a n c e  

( i )  A mean ing  m i n h e r i n t s  t h e  
p r o p e r t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
m e a n i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  
componen t s  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  f o r  
i n  ( i i )  and  ( i i i ) .  

( i i )  When a n  #-meaning becomes t h e  s c o p e  
o f  a t r i g g e r ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  mean ing  
is no  l o n g e r  a n  N-meaning.  I f  t h e  
N P I i s  clausemate w i t h  the trigger, 
t h e  trigger must precede. 

( i i i )  A s e n t e n c e  w i t h  a W-meaning 
p r o d u c e s  a  n e u t r a l  mean ing  as an  
S ' .  

whe re  N-maaning s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a  l i c e n s e d  
NPI,  and  W-meaning is t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
P o s i t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items. 



(28) A NPI mus t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a  t r i g g e r .  
If its t r i g g e r  is i n  t h e  same c l a u s e  as t h e  
NFI ,  t h e  t r igge r  mus t  p r e c e d e  t h e  NPI.  
(Ladusaw 1979:112) 

T h i s  s o l u t i o n  is n o t  b e  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

g i v e n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  Ladusaw ' s  work :  NPI l i c e n s i n g  c a n  o n l y  

b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s e m a n t i c s  o f  t h e  clauses i n  

w h i c h  t h e y  o c c u r ,  and n o t  i n  terms o f  t h e  s y n t a x .  

The  p r o b l e m  p o s s e d  t o  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  

c o n d i t i o n  i s  acknowledged  by  Ladusaw t o w a r d s  t h e  end  o f  t h e  

d i s s e r t a t i o n :  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t  o f  s e c t i o n  0, it is wrong t o  
s a y  t h a t  p o l a r i t y  f i l t e r i n g  is t o t a l l y  s e m a n t i c ,  s i n c e  
t h e r e  is s t i l l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  i n  p a r t  
o f  t h e  ISC [ I n h e r e n t  Scope  C o n v e n t i o n ] :  t h e  l e f t - r i g h t  
o r d e r  r e s t r i c t i o n  on c l a u s e m a t e  t r i g g e r s  and N P I ' s .  
( L a d u a s a  1 9 7 9 : 2 0 7 )  

Ladusaw a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o b l e m  c a n n o t  b e  s o l v e d  by 

s i m p l y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  s c o p e ,  s o  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r u l e  

o u t  t h o s e  cases where  t h e  NPI is i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  t r i g g e r  

b u t  n o t  l i c e n s e d  by it ( a s  i n  c a s e s  o f  s u b j e c t  NPIs  i n  

n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s ) .  Such  a c h a n g e ,  i l r  f a c t ,  would make a l l  

t h e  wrong p r e d i c t i o n s  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  cases of s c o p e  

i n t e r a c t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  t r i g g e r s  d o e s  e x t e n d  

t o  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s :  i f  we s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  NPIs  w i t h  o t h e r  

t y p e s  o f  q u a n t i f i e r s ,  t h e  t r i g g e r  has s c o p e  o v e r  t h e  

q u a n t i f i e r ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Ladusaw i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  



e x r m p l e s  : 

( 2 9 )  a .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r a r e l y  f i n i s h  t h e i r  p a p e r s  

on t i m e  

b .  e v e r y o n e  r a r e l y  a g r e e s  on w h e t h e r  t o  ge t  

a n c h o v i e s  on a p i z z a  

Hence ,  c o n c l u d e s  Ladusaw,  s c o p e  is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  NPI d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  on 

c l a u s e m a t e n e s s  and  p r e c e d e n c e  mus t  s t a y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  

seem t o  t h r e a t e n  h i s  c e n t r a l  claim t h a t  ' t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  

N P I ' s  are  s e n s i t i v e  t o  is n o t  a p r o p e r t y  o f  s e n t e n c e s ,  i t  is 

a p r o p e r t y  t h a t  o n l y  e x p r e s s i o n s  w i t h  f u n c t i o n a l  m e a n i n g s  

c a n  h a v e '  (Ladusaw 1979:2-3). 

3.2.2.3. On the relevance of the Comp head. 

The p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by  Ladusaw (1979)  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e n y  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  p l a y e d  by  s y n t a c t i c  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of N P I s .  Once t h e  

r o l e  of  s y n t a x  is aknowledged ,  t h e  o d d i t i e s  d i s p l a y e d  by 

NPIs  a s  compared t o  o t h e r  q u a n t i f i e r s  a r e  e a s i l y  e x p l a i n e d  

away. 

The  p r e c e d e n c e  c o n d i t i o n  is n o  l o n g e r  n e c c e s a r y  o n c e  i t  is 

a c c e p t e d  t h a t  NPIs  mus t  b e  i n  t h e  c-command domain  of  t h e i r  



t r i g g e r s  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e .  The c l a u s e m a t e n e s s  c o n d i t i o n ,  on 

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  o n c e  i t  is a c c e p t e d  t h a t  

wha t  l i c e n s e s  the .  NPI i n  t h e  embedded c l a u s e  is n o t  t h e  

u p s t a i r s  n e g a t i v e  v e r b ,  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  t h a t  

h e a d s  t h e  embedded c l a u s e .  T h u s ,  a l l  t h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  c a s e s  

a r e  r e d u c e d  t o  S - s t r u c t u r e  c-command by  t h e  l i c e n s e r .  

L e t  u s  g o  b a c k  t o  ( 2 5 ) .  A s  n o t e d  by L i n e b a r g e r  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  i t  

c a n n o t  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  D - S t r u c t u r e  p l a y s  a n y  r o l e  i n  t h e  

l i c e n s i n g  o f  NPIs ,  s i n c e  s u b j e c t s  o f  p a s s i v e s  are  n e v e r  

l i c e n s e d  b y  a n  e l e m e n t  t h a t  c-commands them a t  D - s t r u c t u r e  

b u t  n o t  a t  S - s t r u c t u r e :  

( 3 0 )  *anybody w a s n ' t  a r r e s t e d  by  t h e  p o l i c e  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  g r a m m a t i c a l i t y  o f  ( 2 5 )  c o u l d  n a t  be a c c o u n t e d  

f o r  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  D - s t r u c t u r e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  

c a n  it b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  NPI i n  t h e  embedded s a n t e n c e  is 

a c t u a l l y  l i c e n s e d  by  t h e  n e g a t i v e  v e r b  a t  L o g i c a l  Form,  

a f t e r  some k i n d  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  (Chomsky 

( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  Van R i e m s d i j k  & WIlliams ( 1 9 8 6 )  and  r e f e r e n c e s  

t h e r e i n ) .  

F i r s t ,  i f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  NPI l i c e n s i n g ,  

w e  would e x p e c t  t h a t  a s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (30)  would b e  

grammatical. Second ,  e v e n  i f  we c o u l d  somehow k e e p  (30 )  



a s i d e ,  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  ( 2 5 )  i n  t e r m s  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  would 

p r e d i c t  t h a t  a n  NPI i n  a p r e p o s e d  VP s h o u l d  b e  l i c e n s e d  e v e n  

i f  t h e  l i c e n s e r  is n o t  p r e p o s e d  a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  T h i s ,  

howeve r ,  is n o t  t h e  c a s e .  T h u s ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  VP p r e p o s i n g  

c a s e s  i n  ( 3 1 ) ,  w h i c h  y i e l d  u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y :  

(31)  a.*[, buy a n y  r e c o r d s 1  , s h e  d i d n ' t  

b .*[buy a n y  r e c o r d s ]  is what  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  d o  

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  is  a l s o  c o n f i r m e d  by 

t h e  c o n t r a s t  be tween  ( 3 2 )  and  ( 3 3 )  ( d u e  t o  D .  P e s e t s k y ) :  

( 3 2 )  ( i )  What d i d  nobody do?  

a .  *Buy a n y  r e c o r d s  

b .  Buy r e c o r d s  

( 3 3 )  ( i )  What d i d  B i l l  d e n y ?  

a .  T h a t  h e  had b o u g h t  a n y  r e c o r d s  

The a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  ( 3 2 a )  is u n g r a m m a t i c a l ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is n o  a v a i l a b l e  l i c e n s e r  i n  t h e  VP t h a t  

c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  a n s w e r .  N o t e ,  howeve r ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  NPI is  

n o t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  a n s w e r  is f i q e ,  as  i n  ( 3 2 b ) .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  

t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  ( 3 3 b ) ,  wh ich  h a s  a n  NPI i n  i t  

and  d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  v e r b  deny is ~ e r f e c t l y  



g r a m m a t i c a l .  The c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  ( 3 2 a )  and (33a) 

is t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  C h e a d i n g  t h e  c l a u s e .  

The e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  is 

p r e c i s e l y  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  o f  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e  i n  

( 2 5 )  t h a t  i s  mak ing  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  A l l  t h e  u n g r a m m a t i c a l  

cases w e  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  l a c k  n e g a t i v e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s .  

The  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o m l e m e n t i z e r  is 

a l s o  c r u c i a l  i n  complemen t s  o f  ' i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e '  n o u n s .  

T h u s ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t r a s t s :  

( 3 4 )  a. h e r  d e n i a l  t h a t  anybody  l e f t  t h e  room b e f o r e  t h e  

s h o o t i n g  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  j u r y  

b .  * h e r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  anybody  l e f t  t h e  room b e f o r e  

t h e  s h o o t i n g  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  jupy 

The p a r a d i g m  i n  ( 3 4 )  is a c c o u n t e d  f o r  u n d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  h y p o t h e s i s :  i n  ( 34a ) ,  denial s e l e c t s  a C, 

w h i c h  i n  t u r n  l i c e n s e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  NPI i n  t h e  c l a u s e  i t  

h e a d s .  I n  (34b) ,  howeve r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  C, b e c a u s e  U i m n n y  

d o e s  n o t  s e l e c t  i t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  NPI l i c e n s i n g  is i m p o s s i b l e .  

H o r e o v e r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t r a s t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t , '  p a r a l l e l  

t o  t h e  cases i n  (I), noun complemen t s  o f  ' n e g a t i v e '  n o u n s  

a l s o  d i s p l a y  a c l a u s a l / n o n  c l a u s a l  a symmet ry :  



( 3 5 )  a .  Her d e n i a l  t h a t  a n y  human r i g h t s  s h o u l d  be 

r e s p e c t e d  s h o o k  t h e  a u d i e n c e  

b .  *Her d e n i a l  o f  a n y  human r i g h t s  s h o o k  t h e  

a u d i e n c e  

Whereas  ( 3 5 a )  is  f i n e  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  NPI b e i n g  l i c e n s e d  

by t h e  C , ( 3 5 b )  is e i t h e r  d e v i a n t  o r  o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  a 

' f r e e '  r e a d i n g ,  as t h e  u s u a l  t e s t  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  j-u& w i l l  

c o n f i r m .  

The a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  ' i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e '  l e x i c a l  items 

s e l e c t  a c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  t h a t  h a s  t h e  [N ]  f e a t u r e  e x p l a i n s  

t h e  asymmetry  p r e s e n t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  3 .1 . ,  and  i t  a c c o u n t s  

more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  f o r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  wh ich  NPI 

l i c e n s i n g  t a k e s  p lace.  

3.2.3. [HI and [Wh] complementizers. 

T h e r e  a r e  some c lear  p a r a l l e l s  and some n o t  s o  c l e a r  i s s u e s  

t h a t  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  up  r e g a r d i n g  [N ]  and  [Wh] 

c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s .  



3.2.3.1. Selection. 

Let us first consider the parallels: The first similarity is 

that [Wh] comylementizers can be selected by lexical items 

that have an ' interrogative' meaning like wonder and ask, 

and [#I  complementizers can be selected by lexical items 

with a 'negative' meaning (deny and doubt, for instance). 

However, both complementizers can also occur in environments 

where the main verbs does not appear to be 'interrogative' 

or 'negative' in a straightforward manner. Take for instance 

the examples in (36): 

(36) a. I can't say whether Hary will arrive 

b. that anyone might do anything like that never 

occured to John 

It is not a straightforward matter to determine in what 

sense say in (36a) is interrogative. Note further that the 

presence of the modal and not (or a €4 morpheme in the matrix 

sentence) is necessary in order to allow the presence of the 

[Wh] complementizer in (38a). If the modal and not are 

missing, the embedded Complementizer can no longer be 

[Wh] I? 

I2 Note also that the verb say can always take a [+wh] 
complementizer if the subject of the matrix sentence is 
focalized, as in (i): 

(i) L say whether we will go on vacation or not! 

This further illustrates that it is not solely the matrix 
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(37 )  *I s a y  w h e t h s r  Mary w i l l  a r r i v e  

S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  ( 3 6 b ) ,  t a k e n  form Ladusaw ( 1 9 7 9 )  t h e  v e r b  

o c c u r  s e l e c t s  a  [N] complement izer ' f  a l t h o u g h  i t  is by no 

means an ' i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e '  l e x i c a l  item. The p r e s e n c e  of 

t h e  n e g a t i v e  a d v e r b  is a g a i n  mandatory  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e  

complement ize r  t y p e ,  and i t s  a b s e n c e  makes t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  

t h e  n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  i n v a l i d :  

( 3 8 )  *that,,, anyone migh t  d o  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  o f t e n  

o c c u r r e d  t o  John  

Feldman (1985)  d i s c u s s e s  many more c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h o s e  i n  (36) .  Feldman ( 1 9 8 5 )  n o t e s  t h a t  a f f e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  

s e n s e  o f  Klima (1364)  and Ladusaw ( 1 9 7 9 )  and r o o t  modals  can  

a l t e r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  of c e r t a i n  verbs1: i n  t h a t  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  a l l o w s  t h e s e  v e r b s  t o  t a k e  

[Wh] complements .  Some of  t h e  c o n t r a s t s  n o t e d  by h i m  a r e  

v e r b  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  what complement ize r  is s e l e c t e d .  See  
below a b o u t  s e l e c t i o n .  

'3 Given t h a t  E n g l i s h  d o e s  n o t  o v e r t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  
d e c l a r a t i v e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  from n e g a t i v e  o n e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of a  n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  w i l l  b e  ' s i g n a l e d '  i n  t h e  t e x t  
by p l a c i n g  a NPI i n  t h e  embedded c l a u s e .  

The verbs ment ioned by Feldman a r e  b e l i e v e ,  
s u s p e c t ,  d o u b t ,  s u p p o s e ,  assume,  e x p e c t ,  assert, say, deny ,  
imply, t h i n k ,  tegret. 



g i v e n  i n  (39) :  

( 3 9 )  a . * A l b e r t  . s a i d  whether  e n e r g y  was m a t t e r  

b .  A l b e r t  d i d n ' t  s a y  whe the r  e n e r g y  was matter 

c Why d i d  you assume w h ~  I would b r i n g ?  

d .  They can  n e v e r  t h i n k  what t o  d o  

e .  We ough t  t o  deny  how much John e a t s  

Fa ldnan  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r c e s  us t o  abandon t h e  

i d e a  t h a t  complement s e l e c t i o n  is d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  v e r b  of  

t h e  m a t r i x  c l a u s e  a l o n e  (Grimshaw (1979)  and P e s e t s k y  

( 1 9 8 2 ) ) .  R i ~ t h e r ,  he s u g g e s t s ,  complement s e l e c t i o n  must be  

viewed as a  c o m p o s i t i o n a l  p r o c e s s ,  one where n o t  o n l y  t h e  

m a t r i x  v e r b ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  of  t h e  

m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e  p l a y  a r o l e .  

T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  seems t o  b e  f u r t h e r  conf i rmed  by d a t a  on C, 

s e l e c t i o n ,  i n  t h e t  a f u n c t i o n a l  e l e m e n t  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  

l e x i c a l  v e r b  can a f f e c t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  t h e  embedded 

c l a u s e .  



3.2.3.2. NPI licensing 

B o t h  [Wh] and  [ H ] c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  a r e  l i c e n s e r s  o f  NPIs ,  as 

shown i n  ( 4 0 ) :  

( 4 0 )  a .  I wonder  w h e t h e r  anybody w i l l  show up  

b .  I d e n y  that,, ,  anybody  w i l l  show u p  

Given  t h a t  i n  ( 4 0 a )  it is t h e  c o m p l e m e t i z e r  t h a t  l i c e n s e s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  NPI i n  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e s ,  a l l  t h e  

a s y m m e t r i e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  case o f  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  and  C, 

a l s o  s u r f a c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  v e r b s  and  C, 

T h u s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  cases p r e s e n t e d  a b o v e ,  

i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  o f  NPIs  i n  t h e  domain  o f  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s ,  

t h e r e  is a l s o  a c l a u s a l / n o n - c l a u s a l  asymmetry  when w e  

c o n s i d e r  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  v e r b s 1 ?  C o n s i d e r  ( 4 1 a )  and  ( 4 1 b ) :  

( 4 1 )  a .  I wonder  w h e t h e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  

b .  *I wonder  a b o u t  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  

Whereas  i n  ( 4 1 a )  t h e  NPI anv o u e s t i o n s  i s  l i c e n s e d ,  t h i s  is  

n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n  ( 41b ) ,  where  t h e  NPI o c c u r s  i n  a n o n - c l a u s a l  

a r g u m e n t .  A s  u s u a l ,  we c a n  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  j~& t e s t ;  a non 

'? T h a n k s  t o  H .  L a s n i k  f o r  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h i s  c r u c i a l  
s i m i l a r i t y .  



l i c e n s e d  m y  w i l l  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  i d e n t i c a l l y  w h e t h e r  is 

p r e s e n t  o r  n o t ;  a l i c e n s e d  NPI is f o r c e d  t o  a c q u i r e  a ' f r e e '  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and  t h u s  t h e  t r u t h  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  wh ich  t h e  

s e n t e n c e  is t r u e  w i l l  c h a n g e .  C o n s i d e r  now ( 4 2 a )  and  ( 4 2 b ) ,  

whe re  iusL h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d :  

( 4 2 )  a .  I wonder  w h e t h e r  j u s t  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be a s k e d  

b .  I wonder  a b o u t  j u s t  a n y  q u e s t i o n  

I t  is c lear  t11a t  .iust i n d u c e s  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  ( 4 1 a )  and  ( 4 1 a ) .  The  two s e n t e n c e s  d o  n o t  mean t h e  same 

t h i n g :  i n  ( 4 1 a )  t h e  s u b j e c t  wonde r s  w h e t h e r  t h e  number o f  

q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  w i l l  b e  z e r o  o r  more t h a n  z e r o .  I n  ( 4 2 a ) ,  

howeve r ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s e n t e c e  w o n d e r s  a b o u t  t h e  k i n d  

o f  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a s k e d .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  ( 4 1 b )  and  

(42b) h a v e  t h e  same m e a n i n g .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  o n l y  

d i f f e r e n c e  be twen  t h e  two is t h a t  ( 4 1 b )  is more e a s i l y  

a c c e p t a b l e  t h a t  ( 4 2 b ) .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b o t h  o f  them are  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  ' f r e e  ' any. 

If we p a s s i v i z e  a s e n t e n c e  headed  b y  a  [Wh] c o m p l e m e n t i z e r ,  

t h e  NPI l i c e n s i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e  d o  n o t  

c h a n g e .  T h i s  is shown i n  ( 4 3 ) :  

( 4 3 )  [, w h e t h e r  [, ,anybody ever  s u r v i v e s  a p l a n e  

c r a s h ] ] ,  is o f t e n  a s k e d  t i  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  p i l o t s  b y  t h e i r  

p a s s e n g e r s  



In this respect too, the behavior of C - i s  parallel to the 

pattern discussed in section 3.3.2. regarding C, 

It is a well established fact that [Wh] is an extremely 

active feature in Syntax (Chomsky (1977): it triggers move 

a, it is an affective element in the sense of Klina ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  

and it plays a fundamental role in complementation. But note 

that [Nlis also an active syntactic feature or property: it 

also induces move a (Klima (1964), Lasnik ( 1 9 7 5 ) ) ,  and it is 

an affective element (Klima (1964)). Thus, it is not 

surprising that it should play a role in complementation as 

well. 

I what follows, I will present abundant cross-linguistic 

evidence supporting the existence of [N]complementizers. 

Through the study of these cases, the nature of the 

[NJcomplementizer, and t h ~  nature of functional selection 

will hopefully become more clear. 



3 . 3 .  EVIDENCE FROH BASQUE 

3.3.1. A phonologically distinct [N] complementizer. 

English does not distinguish overtly the [N]complementizer 

from declarative complementizers, in that both of them 

surface as that. However, if the two complementizers are 

indeed different syntactic entities, the expectation is that 

some languages will overtly distinguish then. Hence, we 

expect some languages to have one complementizer for the 

purely declarative cases and another complementizer for the 

cases where a negative complementizer is selected. 

I will argue now that Basque is one of those languages. 

There is a declarative complementizer elai$ whose 

distribution is like that of its English equivalent, the 

declarative that. Some instances of embedded clauses headed 

by ela are given (44): 

(44) a. [Galapagoak muskerrez beterik daudela] diote 
Galapagos lizards-of full are-that say-they 

'They say that the Galapagos are full of lizards' 

b .  [hiriak eta hibaiak kutsaturik daudela] uste dugu 
cities and rivers polluted are-that thinkhave-we 

'We think that the cities and the rivers are polluted' 

Usually, this complementizer is referred to as - 
(e)la. I will call it ela for simplicity. I will do the same 
with all other complementizers. 



T h e r e  is a l s o  a [Wh] c o m p l e m e n t i z e r ,  d i s t i n c t  form e l a ,  

wh ich  o c c u r s  i n  embedded c l a u s e s  where  some o p e r a t o r  

movement h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  T h i s  is t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  e n .  The 

e x a m p l e s  i n  ( 4 5 )  show a n  i n d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n  ( 4 5 a ) ,  s n d  a  

r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  ( 4 5 b ) ,  b o t h  headed  by t h e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  e n .  

a . [ t e l e b i s t a k o  l a n g i l e e k  g r e b a  e g i n g o  d u t e n ]  g a l d e t u  d i e t  
t e l e v i s i o n - o f  w o r k e r s  s t r i k e  make w i l l - w h e t h e r  a s k e d  aux 

' I  h a v e  a s k e d  them w h e t h e r  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  w o r k e r s  w i l l  
g o  on s t r i k e '  

b .  [ J u a n e k  e r o s i  d u e n ]  k o t x e a  'mazda m i a t a '  b a t  d a  
J u a n  b o c h g t  h a s - t h a t  c a r - t h e  'mazda m i a t a '  o n e  i s  

'The c a r  t h a t  J u a n  h a s  b o u g h t  is a 'mazda m i a t a "  

T h e r e  is  a l s o  a  t h i r d  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  d i r e c t  

o b j e c t  embedded c l a u s e s .  T h i s  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  is e n i k ;  it is 

s e l e c t e d  i n  n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  l i k e  t h e  o n e s  w e  have  been  

c o n s i d e r i n g  i n  t h e  b e g g i n i n g  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The 

c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  e n i k  c a n  b e  s e l e c t e d  when t h e  m a t r i x  v e r b  is 

i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e ,  as i n  (4Ba ,  b ) :  

a .  Amaiak [ i n o r k  g o r r o t o a  d i o n i k ]  u k a t u  du 
a m a i a  anyone  h a t r e d  h a s - h e r - t h a t  d e n i e d  h a s  

'Amaia  d e n i e d  t h a t  anybody h a t e d  h e r '  



b .  l e k u k o e k  [ g a u  h a r t a n  inor j a u r e g i r a  h u r b i l d u  z e n i k ]  

w i t n e s s e s  n i g h t  t h a t  anyone  c a s t l e - t o  n e a r  w a s - t h a t  

u k a t u  d u t e  
d e n i e d  h a v e  

'The w i t n e s s e s  d e n i e d  t h a t  a n y o n e  g o t  n e a r  t h e  c a s t l e  
t h a t  n i g h t '  

The  e x a m p l e s  i n  ( 4 6 a )  and  (46b)  a l s o  show t h a t  N e g a t i v e  

P o l a r i t y  Items (inork, inor )  are l i c e n s e d  i n t e r c l a u s a l l y  i n  

t h e s e  c a s e s ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n .  

S i n c e  t h e  c l a i m  made h e r e  is t h a t  t h e  Comp head  is t h e  

e l e m e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  t h e  NPIs  i n  t h e  

embedded c l a u s e ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  a s h a r p  c l a u s a l / n o n -  

c l a u s a l  asymmetry  i n  Basque  a s  w e l l .  The  asymmetry  d o e s  

i n d e e d  e x i s t :  when t h e  v e r b  ukatu t a k e s  a complement  w i t h o u t  

a Comp h e a d  i n  i t ,  l i c e n s i n g  o f  NPIs  i n  t h a t  a r g u m e n t  is n o  

l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  and  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  are u n g r a m m a t i c a l :  

(47)  a. * J o s e b a k  e z e r  u k a t u  d u  
J o s e b a  a n y t h i n g  d e n i e d  h a s  

( ' J o s e b a  h a s  d e n i e d  a n y t h i n g '  ) 

b  . *Lekukoek h e r t z a i n a k  e s a n d a k s  ezer  u k a t u k o  d u t e  
w i t n e s s e s  p o l i c e m a n  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  d e n y  w i l l  t h e y  

( T h e  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  d e n y  a n y t h i n g  s a i d  b y  t h e  
p o l i c e m a n  ' ) 

P a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  cases, a ' f ree c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  o f  

t h e  NPI is p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e s e  c o n t e x t s  i n  B a s q u e .  T h u s ,  as i n  



E n g l i s h ,  i n  ( 4 7 b ) ,  t h e  NPI ezer can  be  even more e a s i l y  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  e l e m e n t  i f  t h e  m a t r i x  v e r b  is 

i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i f  modals  a r e  added ,  and a l s o  i f  t h e  m a t r i x  

v e r b  is focal ize&' .  

The example i n  ( 4 8 )  h a s  a l l  t h e s e :  t h e  s e n t e n c e  h a s  t h e  

i r r e a l i s  modal ,  t h e  v e r b  is h e a v i l y  f o c a l i z e d ,  and t h e  

o b j e c t  of  u k a t u  ' d e n y '  is m o d i f i e d  by an i n f i n i t i v a l  

a d j e c t i v a l  c l a u ~ e ' ~  

( 4 8 )  lekukoek u k a t u  e g i n g o  l u k e t e  n i k  esandako  ezer 
w i t n e s s e s  d m y  d o - i r r  would I s a i d - t h a t  a n y t h i n g  

'The w i t n e s s e s  would denv a n y t h i n g  s a i d  by me' 

'7  I am i n d e b t e d  t o  X .  A r t i a g a g o i t i a  f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e s e  d a t a  w i t h  me. 

'qt is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
a l l o w i n g  i ts  NPI t o  a c q u i r e  a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g ,  Basque 
a l s o  h a s  a  s e p a r a t e  l e x i c a l  i t e m  w i t h  t h e  same meaning a s  
S p a n i s h  c n a l q u i e r ,  a  ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  u n i v e r s a l  q u a n t i f i e r  : 

( i i i )  edonor e t o r  d a i t e k e  
anybody come can  
'anybody can come' 

( i v )  c u a l q u i e r a  puede v e n i r  
'anybody can c o z e  ' 

T h i s  f a c t  seems t o  r e f u t e  P r o g o v a c ' s  (1990)  c l a i m  t h a t  
N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  any and ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  any a r e  s e p a r a t e  
l e x i c a l  i t e m s  t h a t  happen t o  be  homophonous i n  E n g l i s h ,  and 
t h a t  whereas  one o f  them is a  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Item, t h e  
o t h e r  one is t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of  Romance -. The f a c t  
t h a t  Basque h a s  t h e  t h r e e  way d i s t i n c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
b o t h  anys i n  E n g l i s h  might  b e  t h e  same item, and t h a t  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  why d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  a c q u i r e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s  must l i e  on t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  l i c e n s e r  
and i ts  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  I t e m .  



But ,  a l s o  i n  Basque,  t h e r e  a r e  ways t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  two 

t y p e s  of  r e a d i n g s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  c e r t a i n  m o d i f i e r s .  The t e s t  

is e s s e n t i a l l y  i d s n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  used  b e f o r e  f o r  E n g l i s h .  

Here I w i l l  p r e s e n t  j u s t  one t .est  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

l i c e n s e d  NPIs from ' f r e e  c h o i c e '  o n e s  i n  Basque:  

The t e s t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  a d v e r b  ere. 

S a r a s o l a  (1984)  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c l e  can  be  a t t a c h e d  t o  

NPIs i n  n e g a t i v e  c o n t e x t s . T h e  p a r t i c l e  ere c a n n o t  b e  

s u c e s s f u l l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  NPI t h a t  h a s  n o t  been l i c e n s e d L ?  

The b a s i c  c o n t r a s t  induced  by ere is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 9 ) .  

The example i n  ( 4 9 a )  shows a  NPI i n  a n e g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e ;  i t  

h a s  ere a t t a c h e d  t o  it and t h e  s e n t e n c e  is g r a m m a t i c a l .  

However, i n  ( 4 9 b ) ,  ere is a t t a c h e d  t o  a  NPI t h a t  is n o t  

l i c e n s e d .  The r e s u l t  is ungrammat ica l .  

( 4 9 )  a .  I k e r n e k  e z  du ezer ere a u r k i t u  
I k e r n e  no  h a s  a n y t h i n g  found 

' I k e r n e  h a s n ' t  found a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l '  

'7 T h i s  p a r t i c l e  d o e s  n o t  have an  e x a c t  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  
E n g l i s h .  On t o p  o f  t h e  u s e  of  ere t h a t  is b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  
i n  t h i s  t e s t ,  S a r a s o l a  (1984)  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
u s e s  of  ere: (a) A f t e r  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  been a f f i r m e d  o r  
d e n i e d ,  it is used  t o  a f f i r m  o r  deny  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  I n  t h i s  
v a l u e ,  it is similar t o  E n g l i s h  ' t o o '  and ' n e i t h e r '  

( b )  I f  a t t a c h e d  t o  c o n d i t i o n a l s  i t  is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
E n g l i s h  ' e v e n ' :  "even i f  . . . "  

( c )  A t t a c h e d  t o  Wh-words it is e q u i v a l e n  t o  E n g l i s h  
' e v e r ' ,  as i n  ' w h o e v e r ' , ' w h a t e v e r ' ,  'wherever '  e t c .  

I w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  it a s  ' a t  a l l '  i n  t h e  examples  be low.  



b .  *zuk e s a n d a k o  ezer ere s i n i s t u k o  n u k e  n i k  
you s a i d  a n y t h i n g  b e l i e v e  would I 

( ' I  would b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  you s a i d '  ) 

C o n s i d e r  now t h e  c o n t r a s t  t h a t  o b t a i n s  when ere is a t t a c h e d  

t o  NPIs  i n  t h e  domain  o f  u k a t u  ' t o  d e n y '  : t h e  NPIs  i n s i d e  a 

c l a u s e  c a n  b e  m o d i f i e d  by ere, b u t  t h e  o n e s  n o t  headed  by  

t h e  e n i k  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  c a n n o t ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s :  

a .  Amaiak [ i n o r k  ere g o r r o t o a  d i o n i k ]  u k a t u  du  
Amaia a n y o n e  h a t r e d  h a s - h e r - t h a t  d e n i e d  h a s  

'Amaia d e n i e d  t h a t  anybody a t  a l l  h a t e d  h e r '  

b .  a l e k u k o e k  u k a t u  e g i n g o  l u k e t e  n i k  e s a n d a k o  ezer ere 
w i t n e s s e s  d s n y  d o  would I s a i d - t h a t  a n y t h i n g  

( 'The w i t n e s s e s  would d e n y  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  s a i d  by  me' ) 

T h e s e  r e s u l t s  p r o v e  t h a t  w h e r e a s  t h e  NPIs  i n  t h e  c l a u s a l  

complemen t s  o f  ukatu ' t o  d e n y '  are  l i c e n s e d ,  t h e  o n e s  i n  non 

c l a u s a l  complemen t s  a r e  n o t  i n s t a n c e s  o f  l i c e n s e d  NPIs ,  a l s o  

i n  B a s q u e ,  l i k e  i n  E n g l i s h .  

When t h e  m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e  i n v o l v e s  an  o v e r t  n e g a t i o n ,  t h e  

[ N J c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  c a n  a l s o  be s e l e c t e d ,  as  i n  (51) :  

(51)  e z  du  Zur i f i ek  [ i n o r  e t o r r i k o  d e n i k ]  e s a n  
n o  h a s  Z u r i f i e  anyone  come w i l l  t h a t  s a i d  

' Z u r i f i e  h a s  n o t  s a i d  t h ~ t  anybody w i l l  come'  



The example a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  i n t e r c l a u s a l  NPI l i c e n s i n g  

is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  i n  m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e s  i n v o l v i n g  o v e r t  

n e g a t i o n .  A s  e x p e c t e d ,  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  no asymmetry a r i s e s  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  complement t a k e n  by t h e  v e r b ,  as 

shown by ( 4 9 a )  and (51) .  

S i n c e  it o c c u r s  i n  t h e  same e n v i r o n m e n t s  as t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  

[ N ]  complement ize r  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  and 

s i n c e  i t  d i s p l a y s  t h e  same p r o p e r t i e s  a s  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  I c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  complement ize r  e n i k  is a [ N ]  

complement ize r .  I t  is t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  v e r s i o n  of  

E n g l i s h  tha&,,-. 

3.3.2. S e l e c t i o n  o f  I N )  is n o t  o b l i g a t o r y .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  [N]complementizer  is p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  

d i s t i n c t  i n  Basque a l l o w s  u s  t o  o b s e r v e  c o n t r a s t s  t h a t  a r e  

n o t  d i r e c t l y  d e t e c t a b l e  i n  E n g l i s h .  

=The r e a d e r  migh t  have  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a l l  examples  of  
i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  g i v e n  f o r  Basque i n v o l v e  t h e  v e r b  
ukatu ' t o  d e n y ' .  I t  seems t o  be  a  f a c t  t h a t  i n h e r e n t  
n e g a t i v e  l e x i c a l  i t e m s  are e x t r e m e l y  s c a r c e  i n  Basque.  
Thus ,  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of  E n g l i s h  doubt and S p a n i s h  dudar is 
n o t  a  v e r b ,  b u t  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  noun a a l a n t z a  ' d o u b t '  
and some v e r b .  Azkue (1905) h a s  t h e  v e r b  z a l a n t z a t u ,  
t r a n s l a t e d  a s  ' t o  d o u b t * ,  b u t  he n o t e s  t h a t  it is n e v e r  used 
a s  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b ,  b u t  a s  u n n a c u s a t i v e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  ' I  
d o u b t  t h a t  . . . '  is e x p r e s s e d  by means of  ' I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t . .  . ' .  



One i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  now is t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

o f  [ N ]  complement ize r  is n o t  t h e  o n l y  o p t i o n  i n  n e g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t s :  r a t h e r ,  b o t h  t h e  n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  enik 

and t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  complement ize r  ela can  be  s e l e c t e d ,  a s  

shown by ( 5 2 a ,  b ) :  

(52) 
a . I f i igok  ez du s i n i s t e n  [ l u r r a k  e z t a n d a  e g i n g o  d u e l a ]  

I C i g o  no h a s  b e l i e v e d  e a r t h  e x p l o d e  d o  w i l l  t h a t  

' I f i i g o  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  w i l l  e x p l o d e '  

b . I f i igok  ez du s i n i s t e n  [ l u r r a k  e z t a n d a  e g i n g o  d u e n i k ]  
I f i igo  no h a s  b e l i e v e d  e a r t h  e x p l o d e  do  w i l l  that,,, 

' I i i i g o  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  w i l l  e x p l o d e '  

Under t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  en ik  is t h e  [ N ]  complement ize r  i n  

Basque,  and t h a t  e l m  is t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  o n e ,  l a c k i n g  t h e  

f e a t u r e  [ N ] ,  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  NPIs w i l l  o n l y  b e  

1icen::ed i n  c l a u s e s  headed by enik, n o t  i n  c l a u s e s  headed by 

ela.  T h i s  is i n  f a c t  t h e  c a s e ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  

c o n t r a s t  i n  (53)=f 

2f Azkue ( 1 9 2 3 )  noLes t h a t  some d i a l e c t s  of  Basque d o  
n o t  have e n i k  complement . izers .  E a s t e r n  d i a l e c t s  l i k e  
L a b o u r d i n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  have  a d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  
c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  e n i k  ( O y h a r ~ a b a l ,  
p . c . ) .  I assume t h a t  t h e s e  d i a l e c t s  a r e  l i k e  E n g l i s h ,  i n  
t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w ~ e n  d e c l a r a t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  
c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  is n o t  o v e r t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  L a f f i t e  ( 1 9 7 9 )  
n o t e s  t h a t  o l d e r  s t a g e s  oi t h e r e  e a s t e r n  d i a l e c t s  d i d  have 
t h e  en ik  complement ize r ,  ~ h i c h  h a s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  been p u t  
o u t  o f  use. 



a .*I i i igok ez du s i n i s t e n  [ e z e r k  e z t a n d a  e g i n g o  d u e l a ]  
IAigo no has b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  e x p l o d e  d o  w i l l  t h a t  

( ' I H i g o  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w i l l  e x p l o d e ' )  

b . I A i g o k  ee du s i n i s t e n  [ e z e r k  e z t a n d a  e g i n g o  d u e n i k ]  
I f i igo  no h a s  b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  e x p l o d e  d o  w i l l  that,,,  

' IAigo  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w i l l  e x p l o d e '  

The c o n t r a s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  (53) c a n n o t  b e  d e t e c t e d  i n  

E n g l i s h  b e c a u s e  t h e  two c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  ( 5 3 a )  and ( 5 3 b )  are 

p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  P resumably ,  t h e n ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  

e q u i v a l e n t  o f  ( 5 2 b )  is a lways  i n t e r p r e t e d  as b e i n g  

s t r u c t u r a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  ( 5 2 a ) ,  t h a t  is, t o  b e  headed by a 

[HI complement ize r ,  s i n c e  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  o u t p u t  a lways  

matches  t h e  g r a m m a t i c a l  d e r i v a t i o n .  

3.3.3. Semantic d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  each cho ice .  

One f u r t h e r  c o n t r a s t  t h a t  is d i r e c t l y  o b s e r v a b l e  i n  Basque 

b u t  n o t  i n  E n g l i s h ,  c o n c e r n s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e m a n t i c  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  e a c h  c h o i c e  of complement ize r  i n  

a  n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Whether t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e  is 

headed by ela, t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  complement ize r ,  o r  e n i k ,  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  one ,  is n o t  s e m a n t i c a l l y  n e u t r a l .  



In this respect, we must qualify the claim made above about 

optionality in selection: selection of e n i k  or ela in 

negative contexts is optional in that either choice yields a 

possible syntactic derivation; but the optionality is not 

such in that it makes a difference for NPI licensing (as 

seen above) and also for semantic interpretation. 

I will argue that the presence of the [N] complementizer 

results in an interpretation where the embedded clause is 

under +,he scope of negation, whereas the choice of the non- 

negative complementizer results in an interpretation where 

the embedded clause is not. This fact results in the 

different the truth value of the embedded sentence with 

respect to the matrix one. 

Saltarelli (1988) describes the difference between e n i k  and - ela as a difference in presupposition of truth values4 

= .The negative complementizer e n i k  has a great 
morphological similarity with the partitive case i k .  In 
fact, the complementizer e n i k  appears to be composed of the 
interrogative complementizer en and the partitive marker i k .  
This fact has not gone unnoticed in the literature. The 
parallel between the negative complementizer enik and the 
partitive case has been pointed out at least in Azkue 
(1905) ,  and in Saltarelli (1988). 



- )nik is a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  embedded v e r b  o f  complements 
o f  n e g a t i v e  main c l a u s e  v e r b s  ( . . . ) .  However, when t h e  
t r u t h  of  t h e  embedded c l a u s e  is presupposed  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  -(e)la w i l l  a p p e a r  as t h e  
complement ize r .  ( S a l t a r e l l i ,  1988 :32)  

T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  seems r a t h e r  a c c u r a t e .  Hence, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between ( 5 3 a )  and ( 5 3 b )  is t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  I n  

( 5 3 a ) ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  is g o i n g  t o  e x p l o d e  is t a k e n  t o  b e  a 

f a c t .  What t h e  s e n t e n c e  means, t h e n ,  is t h a t  I t i igo  d o e s  n o t  

b e l i e v e  someth ing  t h a t  is t r u e .  However, ( 5 3 b )  s i m p l y  means 

t h a t  I t i i g o  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  w i l l  e x p l o d e ,  b u t  

t h i s  l a te r  p r o p o s i t i o n  is n o t  t a k e n  t o  b e  a f a c t ;  i t  c o u l d  

b e  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  I f i igo  c o u l d  be r i g h t  o r  

wrong. C o n s i d e r  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 5 4 ) :  

( 5 4 )  G a l i l e o k  ez zuen s i n i s t e n  [ e g u z k i a  l u r r a r i  i n g u r u k a  
zebi l e n i k ]  

G a l i l e o  no  had b e l i e v e d  s u n - t h e  e a r t h - t o  t u r n s - i n  
w e n t - t h a t  

' G a l i l e o  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s u n  r e v o l v e d  around 
t h e  e a r t h '  

T h i s  s e n t e n c e  d o e s  n o t  e n t a i l  t h a t  what G a l i l e o  d i d  n o t  

b e l i e v e  wa.@ n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e .  Now, i f  w e  change t h e  
"i 

complement ize r  h e a d i n g  t h e  embedded c l a u s e  and i n s e r t  ela, 

t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  complement ize r  i n s t e a d ,  as i n  ( 5 6 ) ,  



(56)  G a l i l e o k  ez  z u e n  s i n i s t e n  [ e g u z k i a  l u r r a r i  i n g u r u k a  
z e b i l e l a ]  

G a l i l e o  n o  had . b e l i e v e d  s u n - t h e  e a r t h - t o  t u r n s - a t  
g o e s - t h a t  

' G a l i l e o  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s u n  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  
t h e  e a r t h '  

t h e  r e a d i n g  t h a t  o b t a i n s  is t h a t  we t a k e  i t  t o  b e  a f a c t  

a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  t h e  s u n  t u r n s  a r o u n d  t h e  e a r t h ,  and 

t h a t  G a l i l e o  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e n t e n c e  

i n  ( 5 6 ) ,  w e  are  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G a l i l e o  mus t  h a v e  been  

wrong .  

T h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  s e m a n t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  c a n  b e  a c c o u n t e d  

f o r  u n d e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e n i k  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  is 

n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s c o p e  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  

e l e m e n t  t h a t  s e l e c t s  i t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  e la  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r  is 

i n t e r p r e t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  m a t r i x  n e g a t i v e .  T h a t  

is t o  s a y ,  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  L o g i c a l  Form t h e  s e n t e n c e s  headed  

by  e n i k  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  m a t r i x  I n f l  and  V ,  

w h e r e a s  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  headed  by  e la  d o  n o t .  A s p e c i f i c  way 

of i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  i d e a  is t o  assume t h a t  embedded c l a u s e s  

headed  by  e la  u n d e r g o  Q u a n t i f i e r  R a i s i n g  a t  L o g i c a l  Form 

(Hay 1985),  w h e r e a s  t h e  c l a u s e d  headed  by  e n i k  d o  n o t .  

Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  is a  f a c t  a b o u t  C,and n o t  a b o u t  i ts 

p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n t i a t i o n  i n  B a s q u e .  We w i l l  see i n  t h e  n e x t  



s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  s e m a n t i c  d i f f e r e n c e  is m a n i f e s t e d  a l s o  i n  

S p a n i s t P .  

P . T h e r e  is one more i n s t a n c e  where t h e  complement ize r  
enik is s e l e c t e d .  C e r t a i n  r e t h o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a l l o w  it t o o :  

( i )  Nork u s t e  i z a n g o  zuen B i l b o n  h o n e n e b e s t e  k o j o  z e g o e n i k ?  
who t h o u g h t  would have  B i l b o - i n  s o  many c r i p p l e d  were t h a t  
'Who would have  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  were  s o  many c r i p p l e d s  
B i l b a o ? '  

T h i s  example ( f rom B u s t i n t z a  (1918)), is n o t e d  by A l t u b e  
( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  who n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n s i d e r s  it a  ' n e g a t i v e  
e n v i r o n m e n t ' .  A s  s u g g e s t e d  by Ken H a l e ,  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of  
e n i k  i n  t h e s e  r e t h o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  c a s e s  e n t a i l  d o u b t .  Thus ,  ( i )  
p r e s u p p o s e s  t h e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e r e  woudl be  s o  many c r i p p l e d s  
i n  B i l b a o .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  S p a n i s h  l i c e n s e s  d u b i t a t i v e  
s u b j u n c t i v e s  i n  t h e s e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  : 

( i i )  q u i 6 n  i b a  a  p e n s a r  q u e  h u b i e r a  t a n t o  c o j o  en  B i l b a o ?  
who would have  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  were s o  many c r i p p l e d s  i n  
B i l b a o ?  

S e e  n e x t  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  between e n i k  and 
d u b i t a t i v e  s u b j u n c t i v e  a s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  b. 



3 . 4 .  EVIDENCE FROM ROMANCE: DUBITATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE 

3.4,O. Introduction.  

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  I w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween  

t h e  C,,, and  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood i n  S p a n i s h  ( t h e  r e s u l t s  e x t e n d  

a l s o  a t  leas t  t o  C a t a l a n ) .  I a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  C,,, i n  S p a n i s h  

s e l ec t s  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood; t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  G,, and  

s u b j u n c t i v e  is  w h a t  is r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  d u b i t a t i v e c t i v a  

by t r a d i t i o n a l  g r ammars .  I w i l l  show t h a t  t h e  G,, a c c o u n t s  

n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  i n t e r c l a u s a l  NPI l i c e n s i n g  i n  t h e s e  cases, 

b u t  a l s o  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood i n  n e g a t i v e  

e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

3 .4 .1 .  I n t e r c l a u s a l  HPI l i c e n s i n g  i n  Spanish. 

S i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  and  Basque  cases d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e r e  are  c e r t a i n  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  whe re  N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items ( N P I s )  a r e  

l i c e n s e d  i n  embedded c l a u s e s  of  i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  i n  

S p a n i s h .  T h u s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  e x a m p l e s  i n  ( S ? ) ,  a 

p o s t v e r b a l  n-word is l i c e n s e d  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a n y  o v e r t  

l i c e n s e r  w i t h i n  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e .  



( 5 7 ) a .  Dudo qua l o  s e p a  nadie  
I 

' I  d o u b t  t h a t  anybody knows t h a t '  

b .  E l  t e s t i g o  neg6 q u e  l a  a c u s a d a  l e  h u b i e r a  d i c h o  n a d a  

'The w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  had t o l d  him 

a n y t h i n g  ' 

c .  E l l a  i g n o r a b a  q u e  hubi6semos e s t a d o  nunca en Henorca 

'She d i d n ' t  know t h a t  we had e v e r  been i n  Henarca '  

R e c a l l  t h a t  p o s t v e r b a l  n-words l i k e  t h e  o n e s  i n  (57)  a r e  

NPIs and t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e  an  a f f e c t i v e  e l e m e n t  c-commanding 

them i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  ( C f .  s e c t i o n  2 . 5 . 1 . ) .  The 

examples  i n  (57 )  a r e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  ones i n  (1) i n  a l l  

r e s p e c t s .  Hence, as e x p e c t e d ,  t h e y  d i s p l a y  t h e  same 

asymmetry d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r :  

NPIs a r e  o n l y  l i c e n s e d  i n  CP a rguments ,  b u t  n o t  i n  DP 

a rguments .  Thus compare (57)  t o . ( 5 8 ) ,  where NPIs h e a d i n g  DP 

complements  i n d u c e  ungrammat ica l  r e s u l t s ?  

24The c o n t r a s t  between (52)  and (53) is n o t e d  i n  a 
f o o t n o t e  i n  Kempchinsky 1986, where t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  is 
a t r i b u t e d  t o  Jacas.  Jacba observed  t h a t  v e r b s  l i k e  dudar d o  
n o t  l i c e n s e  NPIs i n  t h e i r  own c l a u s e .  Example (531s) is t h e  
one p o i n t e d  o u t  by J a c d s  ( C f .  Kempchinsky, 1986;206) 



(58)  a .  *dud0 nada d e  l o  que m e  ha  d i c l ~ c  

( ' I  d o u b t  a n y t h i n g  of  what s h e  t o l d  me') 

. ,  

b .  *El t e s t i g o  neg6 nada d e  l o  q u e  l a  a c u s a d a  l e  d i j o  

('The w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  a n y t h i n g  of  what  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  told 

h i m ' )  

c .  * E l l a  i g n o r a b a  nada e o b r e  n u e s t r o s  v i a j e s  

( ' S h e  d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  o u r  t r i p a * )  

T h e r e  is no  'free c h o i c e '  r e a d i n g  o r  any  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  can  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  uen tenoeu  i n  

( 5 8 ) .  I n  t h i s  r e s p a c t ,  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n u e  w i t h  rampact  t o  

E n g l i s h  adn Bamque is t h a t  t h e  auymmetry i a  more immedia te ly  

p e r c e i v e d  i n  Romance: t h e  examples  i n  (58)  mimply have  no 

a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and henoe t h e r e  i r  no need t o  

r e s o r t  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  t e s t a  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  

c o n t a i n  l icenmed NPIs . 

A l s o  as  e x p e o t e d ,  caueu  where an  o v e r t  n e g a t i o n  is i n v o l v o d  

d o  n o t  d i n p l a y  any  c l a u s a l /  n o n - o l a u u a l  arymmotry: i n  b o t h  

caass, t h e  NPI is l i o e n s e d  and t h e  sentonoem aro grammatioal 

( 59 ) :  

(59) a .  E l l a  no h a  d i c h o  q u e  p a r e  nmdm malo 

'She h a s n ' t  maid t h a t  a n y t h i n 8  bad happmnr' 

b .  E l l a  no  ha d i e h s  nmda 

'She h a s n ' t  s a i d  a n y t h i n g '  



3 .4 .2  G,, and Subjunctive Hood. 

Given t h e  r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  s o  f a r ,  w e  can  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  

C, , ,hypothesis  is s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  S p a n i s h  d a t a .  S p a n i s h  is 

l i k e  E n g l i s h  and n o t  l i k e  Basque,  i n  t h a t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i v e  

complement ize r  and t h e  [+neg] one  are p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e :  b o t h  s u r f a c e  as que. However, S p a n i s h  is 

u n l i k e  E n g l i s h  and l i k e  Basque i n  t h a t  t h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  

else t h a t  C,,, a f f e c t s :  t h e  mood o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  it h e a d s .  

A l l  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e s  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  s o  f a r  a r e  

i n f l e c t e d  f o r  subjunctive mood. The s u b j u n c t i v e  mood is i n  

f a o t  r e q u i r e d  i n  s e n t e n c e  headed by a n e g a t i v e  

oomplement ize r .  T h i s  f a c t  makes t h e  S p a n i s h  cases of 

n e g a t i v e  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  more e a s i l y  d e t e c t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  

E n g l i a h  o m s .  Moreover,  it a l l o w s  u s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  more 

exactly t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o m p l e m e n t i z e r :  we can  now 

oompare t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  Basque complement ize r  enik  w i t h  

t h e  e v i d e n c e  from S p a n i s h  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  C,,, i n  U n i v e r s a l  Grammar. 

I 

Am e x p e c t e d ,  g i v e n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  from Basque p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  c h o i c e  betwen &,, and d e c l a r a t i v e  

oomplement iee r  is a v a i l a b l e  a l s o  i n  S p a n i s h :  Thus ,  it is 

p o u u i b l e  t o  have  i n d i c a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  a s  complements  of  



n e g a t i v e  v e r b s ,  as (60)  i l l u s t r a t e s :  

(80) a. Sancho i g n o r a  [que  s u  sef ior  est6 a r r u i n a d o ]  

'Sancho d o e s  n o t  know t h a t  h i s  l o r d  is b r o k e '  

b .  E s t e  l i b r o  n i e g a  [que  L o r c a  fu6 a s e s i n a d o ]  

' T h i s  book d e n i e s  t h a t  L o r c a  was murdered ' 

But  when t h e  mood o f  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c o  is i n d i c a t i v e ,  i t  

is no l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  have a n  UP1 i n  i t  l i c e n s e d  w i t h o u t  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  i t s e l f  b e i n g  n e g a t e d  : 

( 6 1 )  a .  *Sancho i g n o r a  [que  s u  sef ior  d e b e  nada] 

( ' S a n c h o  d o e s  n o t  know t h a t  h i s  l o r d  owes 

a n y t h i n g '  ) 

b .  *Ee te  l i b r o  n i e g a  [que  L o r c a  f u 6  nunea  a s e s i n a d o ]  

( ' T h i s  book d e n i e s  t h a t  Lorca  was e v e r  

murdered ' ) 

These  f a c t s  p a r a l l e l  e x a c t l y  t h e  d a t a  on Basque p r e s e n t e d  i n  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  and t h u s  t h e y  c o n f i r m  t h a t  C,,,is n o t  

o b l i g a t o r i l y  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  l e x i c a l  items t h a t  can  s e l e c t  

i t .  

The s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 8 1 )  c o n t r a s t  m i n i m a l l y  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  ( 5 7 ) .  

The o n l y  o v e r t  d i f f e r e n c e  is t h e  mood of  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  We 



can  t h e r e f o r e  r e a s o n a b l y  assume t h a t  t h e r e  is some r e l a t i o n  

between t h e  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood and t h e  C ,,, 

T h i s  r e l a t i o n  between s u b j u n c t i v e  and C ,,,could n o t  however 

b e  one  o f  i d e n t i t y ;  i f  it were, t h a t  would imply t h a t  

whenever s u b j u n c t i v e  mood is p r e s e n t  w e  s h o u l d  f i n d  a l l  t h e  

e f f e c t s  t h a t  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  i n d u c e s .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  NPIs s h o u l d  b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  a l l  s u b j u n c t i v e  

s e n t e n c e s .  T h a t  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  case is shown i n  (62) .  where 

t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e s  are i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood, 

and n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  NPIs a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d ,  i n d u c i n g  

u n g r a m m a t i c a l i t y :  

(62)a.*Carmen q u i e r e  [que  l a  a samblea  d e c i d a  nada] 

( 'Carmen wan ts  t h e  assembly  t o  d e c i d e  a n y t h i n g ' )  

b.*Andone e s p e r a  [que  s u s  e x p e r i m e n t o s  r e s u e l v a n  nada] 

( 'Andone hopes  t h a t  h e r  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i l l  s o l v e  

a n y t h i n g ' )  

The examples  i n  ( 6 2 )  show: f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  C,,, 

and t h e  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood are n o t  t h e  same e n t i t y ,  b e c a u s e  

h e r e  we have s e n t e n c e s  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood where 

NPIs a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d ,  u n l i k e  i n  t h e  o n e s  i n  ( 8 2 ) .  Second,  

t h e s e  examples  a l s o  show t h a t  n o t  a l l  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  



s u b j u n c t i v e  i n v o l v e  a  C ,,, 

The claim I am p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  is t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood is 

r e q u i r e d  i n  a s e n t e n c e  headed by a C,,,. However, a C ,,, is 

n o t  r e q u i r e d  when a s e n t e n c e  is i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  

mood. I w i l l  l a t e r  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t a t u s  of  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood i n  

S p a n i s h ,  and a r g u e  t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e  is i n  f a c t  an i r r e a l i s  

modal .  The r e a s o n  why c l a u s e s  headed by C,,,are i n f l e c t e d  

f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood is b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c l a u s e s ,  b e i n g  under  

t h e  s c o p e  o f  n e g a t i o n  ( C f .  s e c t i o n  3.3.3.) are i r r e a l i s .  

Thus ,  a l l  t h e  c o n t r a s t s  o b s e r v e d  f o r  Basque i n  s e c t i o n s  

3.3.2. and 3.3.3. h o l d  a l s o  of  t h e  s u b j u n c t i v e / i n d i c a t i v e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h .  T h i s  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

examples ,  ( f r o m  Kempchinsky (1988)):  

(63) a .  No me p a r e c i b  q u e  e l  b a r  estuviera c e r r a d o ;  

e s  mgs, c r e o  q u e  e s t 6  a b i e r t o  

' I t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  t h e  b a r  was,,, c l o s e d ;  ' 

w h a t ' s  more, i t  is open '  

b .  # No me p a r e c i 6  q u e  e l  b a r  estaba c e r r a d o ;  

e s  mbs, c r e o  q u e  e s t 6  a b i e r t o  

' I t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  b a r  was c l o s e d ;  

w h a t ' s  more, it is  open '  



The c o n t r a s t  between t h e  p e r f e c t  ( 8 3 a )  and t h e  anomalous 

( 8 3 b )  is t o t a l l y . d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  v e r s u s  a b s e n c e  

o f  t h e  C , , , ( ref lec ted  i n  t h e  change  o f  mood i n  i n f l e c t i o n ) .  

The f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  b a r  is open .  I f  it d i d n ' t  l o o k  c l o s e d  

t o  me, I c o u l d  s a y  s o  as i n  (63a),  where t h e r e  is  a C ,,,and 

t h u s  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is i n t e r p r e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

n e g a t i o n .  I t  would still make s e n s e  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  b a r  is 

i n  f a c t  open.  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  ( 8 3 b )  is anomalous b e c a u s e  t h e  

embedded s e n t e n c e  is headed by a d e c l a r a t i v e  Comp, which 

w i l l  n o t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s c o p e  of  n e g a t i o n .  The 

meaning o f  ( 6 3 b )  is ' t h e  b a r  was c l o s e d  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  seem 

l i k e  t h a t  t o  me'; t h u s  t h e  anomaly o f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e n t e n c e  

w i t h  a  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  b a r  b e i n g  i n  f a c t  open.  

These  d a t a  a r e  e x a c t l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  c o n t r a s t s  o b s e r v e d  i n  

Basque,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  C , , , (snik) o r  t h e  

d e c l a r a t i v e  complement ize r  ( e la ) .  Thus ,  we can c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

it is a g e n e r a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h o  C,, , that i t  dsmands t h a t  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  it h e a d s  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  under  t h e  s c o p e  of  t h e  

m a t r i x  n e g a t i o n .  



3.4.3. C w a n d  Hovement to ZP. 

Recall t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  p r e v e r b a l  n-words g i v e n  i n  s e c t i o n  

2 . 5 . :  Romance n-words are N e g a t i v e  P o l a r i t y  Items (NPIs), 

and t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e  an  a f f e c t i v e  l i c e n s e r .  When t h e s e  n- 

words  o c c u r  p r e c e d i n g  I n f l e c t i o n  i n  a  c l a u s e ,  t h e y  have  

moved t o  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  HP, which is headed by t h e  e l e m e n t  

[,&I. Whereas t h e  o v e r t  s p e c i f i e r  l i c e n s e s  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n ,  

t h e  head l i c e n s e s  t h e  NPI i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  v i a  a SPEC-Head 

agreement  r e l a t i o n .  Thus ,  t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  

a s e n t e n c e  w i t h  a p r e v e r b a l  n-word is as i n  ( 8 4 ) :  

R e c a l l  a l s o  t h a t ,  as shown i n  ( 8 4 ) ,  I n f l  r a i s e s  t o  t h e  head 

o f  C a t  S - s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  Tense  C-Command 

C o n d i t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  agreement  r e l a t i o n  between nadie and 

t h e  head of  H must a l s o  be  s a t i s f i e d  a t  S - S t r u c t u r e .  

I f  w e  combine t h e s e  two i n d e p e n d e n t  h y p o t h e s e s ,  we o b t a i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c e n a r i o :  I n  c l a u s e s  headed by C,,,, t h e r e  a r e  



two ways i n  which a  p r e v e r b a l  n-word can  be l i c e n s e d :  t h e r e  , 

is a n e g a t i v e  complement ize r  a v a i l a b l e ,  which a-commands t h e  

NPI and t h u s  l i c e n s e s  i t ,  as we have  s e e n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n .  Thus ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  p r e v e r b a l  n-  

words w i l l  b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  same way t h a t  p o s t v e r b a l  o n e s  

a re .  But ,  moreover ,  t h e r e  is a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  

a p r e v e r b a l  NPI s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e s  o f  a HP headed by 

1 4 .  I n  this l a t t e r  case, t h e r e  w i l l  b e  two n e g a t i v e  

l i c e n s e r s  a v a i l a b l e .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  

s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  r e f l e c t  t h i s  f a c t .  

I w i l l  now show t h a t  t h e  s c e n a r i o  j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  d o e s  i n d e e d  

o b t a i n  i n  SpanisF3,  and t h a t  C ,,, and P i n t e r a c t  i n d u c i n g  

i n t e r e s t i n g  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s .  

Bosque (1060)  n o t e s  t h a t  a p r e p o s e d  nadie word can  b e  

ambiguous between and e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a d i n g  and a  u n i v e r s a l  

n e g a t i v e  r e a d i n g .  The s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 6 5 )  is one of  t h e  

examples  g i v e n  by him: 

( 8 5 )  E s  i m p o s i b l e  [que  nadie l o  s e p a l  

Is  i m p o s s i h l e  t h a t  anybody it know,, 

The s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 6 5 )  has t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  o f  h a v i n g  

"4 A l l  t h e  e f f e c t s  a b o u t  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  o b t a i n  a l s o  
i n  C a t a l a n  (E. Bonet  and E .  B e n e d i c t o ,  p.c.). 



two r e a d i n g s  t h a t  happen t o  be  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  The two 

meanings t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e  can  have  a r e  g i v e n  i n  ( 6 6 ) ,  and 

t h e y  c r u c i a l l y  i n v o l v e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  word n a d i e :  

( 6 6 )  a .  I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  anybody knows it 

b .  I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  nobody knows i t  

T h i s  k i n d  of c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a m b i g u i t y  e x t e n d s  i n  f a c t  t o  a l l  

c a s e s  where a  C , , , i s  i n v o l v e d .  Some more examples  are 

p r e s e n t e d  i n  ( 6 7 :  and (68 ) :  

(67)  E l  d i r e c t o r  duda  [que  n a d i e  venga a 1  e s t r e n o ]  

1. 'The d i r e c t o r  d o u b t s  t h a t  anybody w i l l  come t o  

t h e  p r 6 m i e r e '  

2 .  'The d i r e c t o r  d o u b t s  t h a t  nobody w i l l  come t o  

t h e  p r h m i e r e '  

( 6 8 )  La m i n i s t r a  neg6 que  [nada  h u b i e r a  cambiado] 

1. 'The m i n i s t e r  d e n i e d  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  had c h a n g e d *  

2 .  'The m i n i s t e r  d e n i e d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  had changed '  

Given t h e  two p o s s i b l e  ways i n  which n-words can  be l i c e n s e d  

i n  s e n t e n c e s  headed by C ,,, t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e a d i n g s  of  

s e n t e n c e s  i n  ( 6 5 ) ,  (87) and ( 6 8 )  a r e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  

a c c o u n t e d  f o r :  



a )  I n  t h e  c a s e s  where t h e  p r e v e r b a l  n-word is i n t e r p r e t e d  as 

an  e x i s t e n t i a l  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h e  mylmiy r e a d i n g  i n  ( 6 3 . 1 )  and 

( 8 8 . 1 ) ) ,  what we have is l i c e n s i n g  by t h e  C,,, and t h e  n- 

word is s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  of  IP. 

b )  I n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  where nadie h a s  a u n i v e r s a l  

n e g a t i v e  q u a n t i f i e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( t h a t  is, t h e  'nobody' 

r e a d i n g s  i n  (67 .2)  and ( 6 8 . 2 ) ) ,  t h e  n-word is s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  

spec o f  HP headed by u. 

The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  t h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g s  are 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 6 9 )  : 

(69) a .  E l  d i r e c t o r  duda CP 
/--- 

quefbem A 
n a d i e  

L a  m i n i s t r a  

h u b i e r a  cambiado 



I n  t h e  second  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  HP h a s  been p r o j e c t e d :  i t  is 

headed by t h e  [,J morpheme. The p r e v e r b a l  n-word now si ts  

i n  its s p e c i f i e r ,  and i t  is t h u s  l i c e n s e d  by i t ,  as  i n  

matrix c l a u s e s .  Hence, as i n  m a t r i x  c l a u s e s ,  t h e  n-word is 

i n t e r p r e t e d  as i f  it had a u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e  r e a d i n g .  The 

S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 7 0 ) :  

(70)  a .  E l  d i r e c t o r  duda  CP 
A 

n a d i e ,  2 '  

t, a1 e s t r e n o  

b. La m i n i s t r a  neg6 CP 
e. 

que- HP 

n a d a  
A 

2' - 
h u b i e r a  cambiado 

Given t h a t  t h e s e  l a t t e r  r e a d h g s  i n v o l v e  HP, w e  e x p e c t  t h a t  

t h e y  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  a l s o  i n  embedded s e n t e n c e s  where 

t h e r e  is no n e g a t i v e  complement ize r .  Thus ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  CP 

complements of  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  t h a t  a r e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  

i n d i c a t i v e  mood can have p r e v e r b a l  n-words.  But  t h e s e  

i n d i c a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  are n o t  headed by C,,, a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

u n l i k e  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  headed by L, t h e y  d i s p l a y  no 

a m b i g u i t y :  



( 7 1 )  a. Sancho i g n o r a  [que  n a d i e  es p e r f e c t o ]  

'Sancho d o e s  n o t  know t h a t  nobody is p e r f e c t '  

b .  E s t e  l i b r e  n i e g a  [que n a d i e  v i v e  e n  e l  E v e r e s t ]  

' T h i s  book d e n i e s  t h a t  nobody l i v e s  i n  t h e  E v e r e s t '  

Recall t h a t  c e r t a i n  a d v e r b s ,  l i k e  frecuentemente ' o f t e n ' ,  

can  o c c u r  between t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  I P  and I ,  t h a t  is, 

between t h e  s u b j e c t  and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ,  b u t  n o t  between 

t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  BP and 2 .  T h i s  f a c t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c o n t r a s t  ( 7 2 ) :  

( 7 2 )  

a .  [ # a r i a  [ , f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  [ , c a n t a  en  l a  ducha] ] ]  

b.*[*die [ ,S recuen temente  [, a n t a  [ ,,en l a  ducha] ] ] ]  

c .  [ & d i e  [ , -cants [ , ,d recuentemente  e n  l a  ducha] ]  1 

Given t h a t  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  o f  s e n t e n c e s  l i k e  ( 87 )  and ( 8 8 )  

i n v o l v e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  l i k e  ( 7 2 a )  and ( 7 2 c ) ,  t h e  

p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  i f  an  a d v e r b  l i k e  f  r e c u e n t e m e n t e  

i n t e r v e n e s  between nadie and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b ,  t h e  

a m b i g u i t y  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r ,  and o n l y  an  e x i s t e n t i a l  meaning 

w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  is s o  b e c a u s e  t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  S- 

s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  where t h e  a d v e r b  i n t e r v e n e s  between 

nadie and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  is t h e  one  where nadie sits  i n  

t h e  s p e c i f i e r  of  I P  and t h e  i n f l e c t e d  v e r b  sits i n  I .  The 



p r e d i c t i o n  is b o r n e  o u t ,  a s  ( 73 )  i l l u s t r a t e s :  

(73)  a.  E l  d i r e c t o r  duda  [que  n i n g i n  a c t o r  f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  

o l v i d e  s u  t e x t o ]  

'The d i r e c t o r  d o u b t s  t h a t  any a c t o r  o f t e n  f o r g e t s  

h i s  t e x t '  

b .  La m i n i s t r a  neg6 [que  n a d i e  f r e c u e n t e m e n t e  h u b i e r a  

d e s t r u i d o  documentos comprometedores]  

'The m i n i s t e r  d e n i e d  t h a t  anybody o f t e n  d e s t r o y e d  

compromising documents '  

I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  o n l y  r e a d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  is t h e  one where 

t h e  o n l y  l i c e n s e r  a v a i l a b l e  is t h e  complernent izer .  The 

embedded s e n t e n c e  is no  l o n g e r  i n t e r p r e t e d  as h a v i n g  a  

n e g a t i o n  i n  i t ;  t h e r e  is no [: ,,& h e a d i n g  a  BP p h r a s e .  

I have  shown p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  [+wh] c o m p l e m e n t i z e r s  a r e  a l s o  

NPI l i c e n s e r s ,  i n  t h e  same way [+neg]  o n e s  a r e  ( C f .  s e c t i o n  

3 . 2 . 3 . ) .  Given t h i s  f a c t  and t h e  a c c o u n t  of  the a m b i g u i t i e s  

t h a t  I have j u s t  g i v e n ,  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  is made t h a t  t h e  s a n e  

a m b i g u i t i e s  a s  i n  ( 6 5 ) ,  ( 6 7 )  and ( 88 )  must a r i s e  a l s o  i n  

c o n t e x t  where a  [+wh] complement ize r  is i n v o l v e d .  T h i s  i s  

i n d e e d  t h e  c a s e .  C o n s i d e r  ( 7 4 )  and ( 7 5 ) :  



( 7 4 )  

He p r e g u n t o  [si n a d i e  vendrd  a  l a  f i e s t a ]  

1 . ' I  wonder whe the r  anybody w i l l  come t o  t h e  p a r t y '  

2.'I wonder whe the r  nobody w i l l  come t o  t h e  p a r t y '  

( 7 5 )  

Le g u s t a r i a  s a b e r  [si nada  ha c a a b i a d o  d e s d e  q u s  se fu6J 

l . ' S h e  would l i k e  t o  know whe the r  a n y t h i n g  changed 

s i n c e  s h e  l e f t '  

2 . 'She  would l i k e  t o  know whe the r  n o t h i n g  h a s  

changed s i n c e  s h e  l e f t '  

The e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  a m b i g u i t i e s  is o f  c o u r s e  i d e n t i c a l  

t o  t h e  one  g i v e n  b e f o r e :  I n  t h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g s  ( E n g l i s h  

t r a n l a t i o n  number I ) ,  t h e  NPI is l i c e n s e d  by t h e  

c o n p l e m e n t i z e r ,  and t h e  NPI is s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e r  o f  

I P .  I n  t h e  second  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  ZP h a s  been p r o j e c t e d ,  headed 

by [A,  and t h e  n-word is s i t t i n g  i n  i ts s p e c i f i e r .  T h i s  

is why t h e  s e n t e n c e  is now i n t e r p r e t e d  as h a v i n g  a  n e g a t i v e  

e l e m e n t  i n  i t .  



3.4.4. Volieional aubjanctire and C- 

I t  has a l r e a d y  been shown t h a t  n o t  a l l  a u b j u n o t i v e  olau8es 

a r e  headed by a G,,, Hence, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  uub juno t ive  

c l a u s e s  embedded under  v ~ l i t i ~ a l a l  v e r b s  do  n o t  a l l o w  

p o s t v e r b a l  NPIs: 

(76)  Make e s p e r a  [que venga nauiie a1 e s t r e n o ]  

Koke hopes t h a t  corn@,, anybody t o  t h e  prdmiers  

Fronted  n-words are al lowed b u t  t h e y  d i s p l a y  no ambigui ty .  

They are unequ ivoca l ly  i n t e r p r e t e d  as u n i v e r s a l  n e g a t i v e s ,  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  when t h e s e  words have moved t o  

t h e  s p e c i f i e r  of BP headed by [&I. T h i s  is shown i n  ( 7 7 ) :  

(77) Koke e s p e r a  [que nadie venga a l  e s t r e n o ]  

'Koke hopes t h a t  nobody w i l l  come t o  t h e  prdmiere '  

The S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of (77 )  is as i n  (78) :  

(78)  Koke e s p e r a  CP 

nadie ,  H' 
/\ 

a1 e s t r e n o  



The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  ar ises is what t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e s e  

c l a u s e s  is when t h e  v o l i t i o n a l  v e r b  is n e g a t e d .  We w i l l ' n o w  

see t h a t ,  when t h e  m ~ t r i x  v e r b  is n e g a t e d ,  t h e s e  t y p e  of 

c l a u s e s  p a t t e r n  l i k e  t h e  cases c o n s i d e r e d  above .  They 

l i c e n s e  P o l a r i t y  Items even though  t h e r e  is no  o v e r t  

l i c e n s e r  i n  t h e  c l a u s e ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 7 9 ) :  

(79)  Lander  no  q u i e r e  [que  cambie  nada] 

'Lander d o e s n ' t  want a n y t h i n g  t o  change '  

And when t h e  n-word is p r e v e r b a l ,  it d i s p l a y s  t h e  s a n e  t y p e  

o f  a m b i g u i t y  we have d i s c u s s e d  above .  Thus ,  c o n s i d e r  ( 80 ) :  

(80) P a b l o  no q u i e r e  [que  nada cambie]  

1. ' P a b l o  d o e s  n o t  want a n y t h i n g  t o  c h a n g e '  

2. ' P a b l o  d o e s  n o t  want n o t h i n g  t o  c h a n g e '  

We can  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  v o l i t i o n a l  s u b j u n c t i v e s  a r e  

headed by a C,,,when t h e  m a t r i x  s e n t e n c e  is n e g a t i v e .  I n  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  v o l i t i o n a l  s u b j u n c t i v e s  are  l i k e  any  o t h e r  

clause.  Horeover ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

s u b j u n c t i v e  mood is n o t  t h e  key f a c t o r  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

complementa t ion ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s i d e  e f f e c t .  The c r u c i a l  

e l e m e n t  i n  n e g a t i v e  complementa t ion  is t h e  head o f  C .  



3.4.2.  On t h e  relation between (& and Subjunctive Hood. 

S t u d i e s  of  s u b j u n c t i v e  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  t h e  GB framework 

( C f .  P i c a l l o  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  Kempchinsky ( 1 9 8 6 )  and r e f e r e n c e s  

t h e r e i n )  have c o n c e n t r a t e d  on a s a l i e n t  phenomenon found i n  

s u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e s ,  f i r s t  p o i n t e d  o u t  by Gugron ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  I 

w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  phenomenon as t h e  S u b j e c t  D i s j o i n t  

R e f e r s n c e  e f f e c t  (name d u e  t o  Kenmpchinsky ( f 9 8 5 ) ,  

h e n c e f o r t h  SDR); it is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  examples  i n  ( 8 1 a ,  

b) : 

(81) a .  Hingo, d i c e  [que  pro ,  c a n t a  un fandango]  

'Hingo s a y s  t h a t  s h e  s i n g s  a f a n d a n g o '  

b .  *Hingo, q u i e r e  [que pro ,  c a n t e  un fandango]  
Mingo wan ts  t h a t  sing,, a fandango  

( 'H ingo  w a n t s  t o  s i n g  a f a n d a n g o * )  

c .  Hingo, q u i e r e  que [ pra,  c a n t e  un fandango]  
Hingo w a n t s  t h a t  sing,,, a fandango  

'Hingo w a n t s  h e r  t o  s i n g  a fandango '  

I n  example ( 8 1 a )  we can see an embedded s e n t e n c e  i n f l e c t e d  

f o r  i n d i c a t i v e  mood. The s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  embedded s e n t e n c e  is 

u, and i t  can b e  c o r e f e r e n t  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  f o  t h e  m a t r i x  

c l a u s e ,  as e x p e c t e d  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n  B o f  B i n d i n g  Theory .  I n  

c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h i s ,  c o n s i d e r  ( e l b ) ,  which is i n f l e c t e d  f o r  

s u b j u n c t i v e  mood. C o r e f e r e n c e  between t h e  embedded and 



t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is n o t  p o s s i b l e .  (81c) 

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  

p o s s i b l i t y  of  l i c s n s i n g  t h e  empty c a t e g o r y  pyp i n  t h e  

s u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e .  I t  is t h e  c o r r e f e r e n c e  between t h e  

s u b j e c t s  t h a t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e .  

Host  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s  SDR e f f e c t  have  l i n k e d  it t o  t h e  v e r y  

n a t u r e  o f  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood. Thus ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  one  

i n t u i t i o n  s h a r e d  by many p r o p o s a l s  c r u c i a l l y  re l ies  on t h e  

p r o p e r t i e s  o f  Tense  i n  s u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e s .  Bouchard ( 1 9 8 2 )  

b a s e s  h i s  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  SDR e f f e c t  on B r e s n a n ' s  ( 1 9 7 2 )  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e s  and i n f i n i t i v e s  a r e  

' u n r e a l i z e d  t e n s e s ' .  Johnson  ( 1984)  and P i c a l l o  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  

(1985)  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  Tense  of  t h e  s u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e s  is 

a n a p h o r i c  and must b e  bound by t h e  m a t r i x  Tense  much i n  t h e  

same f a s h i o n  i n  which a n a p h o r s  must b e  bound i n  t h e i r  

g o v e r n i n g  c a t e g o r y .  

I f  t h e  SDR e f f e c t  is c r u c i a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  

s u b j u n c t i v e  T e n s e ,  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  a l l  c l a u s e s  

i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood w i l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  SDR e f f e c t .  



T h i s  is n o t  t r u e ,  a s  n o t e d  by P a d i l l a - R i v e r a  (1985)-. 

S u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e s  embedded u n d e r  i n h e r e n t l y  n e g a t i v e  v e r b s  

d o  n o t  d i s p l a y  any  SDR e f f e c t ,  as shown i n  ( 8 2 ) :  

(82 )  

a .  Mai tane , ignoraba  [que  p r o  .hubiera ganado  e l  c o n c u r s o ]  

'Mai tane  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  s h e  had-,won t h e  c o n t e s t '  

b .  S a n t i  #uda [que  p r o  a vaya a e n c o n t r a r  t r a b a j o  es te  afio] 

' S a n t i  d o u b t s  t h a t  he  w i l l - , f i n d  a j o b  t h i s  y e a r '  

Kempchinsky (1986) c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e  complements  t o  

v e r b s  of  d o u b t / d e n i a l ,  and i n  some d i a l e c t s  of  S p a n i s h  and 

t h e  o t h e r  Romance l a n g u a g e s ,  t o  f a c t i v e  e m o t i v e  p r e d i c a t e s ,  

a l l o w  c o r r e f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  embedded s u b j e c t  w i t h  t h e  m a t r i x  

s u b j e c t .  Only ,  v e r b s  o f  v o l i t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  show SDR 

e f f e c t  i n  t h e i r  complements .  

When w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  d a t a  form d u b i t a t i v e  s u b j u n c t i v e ,  it 

becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  i n d u c e s  t h e  SDR e f f e c t ,  it  

c a n n o t  b e  j u s t  t h e  s u b j u n c t i v e  i n f l e c t i o n .  

=- S e e  t h i s  w ~ r k  f o r  an  e x t e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  on Tense  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  s u b j u n c t i v e  c l a u s e s ,  where v o l i t i o n a l  
c o n t e x t s  a g a i n  d i f f e r n  from d u b i t a t i v e  o n e s :  t h e  l a t e r  d o  
n o t  d i s p l a y  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  are t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  
T h i s  undermines  t h e  claim t h a t  it is i n  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  
s u b j u n c t i v e  mood t o  be ~ e s t r i c t e d  i n  c h o i c e  o f  T e n s e .  Only 
certain s u b j u n c t i v e s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  



3.4.3 The Structure of In lec t ion  i n  Spanish. 

I w a n t  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e  is n o t  a 

T e n s e ,  b u t  a Modal .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  I wan t  t o  p r o p o s e  is t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

f u t u r e  
[ s u b j u n c t r  

Where s u b j u n c t i v e  is a separate h e a d  f r o m  T e n s e ,  and  i n  t h e  

same c a t e g o r y  as f u t u r e .  Romance s u b j u n c t i v e  h a s  p r o p e o r t i e s  

similar t o  m o d a l s  i n  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  (Kempchinsky  (1986)) .  

The  X '  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

S p a n i s h  p r e s e n t e d  i n  (83) makes some i m m e d i a t e  p r e d i c t i o n s :  

w h e r e a s  f u t u r e  a n d  s u b j u n c t i v e  c a n n o t  c o o c u r  i n  a s e n t e n c e ,  

b o t h  v a l u e s  o f  T e n s e  c a n  i n  p r i n c i p l e  c o o c u r  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  

v a l u e s  o f  t h e  n o d a l  P h r a s e ,  f u t u r e  a n d  s u b j u n c t i v e .  T h e s e  

p r e d i c t i o n s  are b o r n e  o u t .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o o c u r r e n c e  o f  f u t u r e  and  s u b j u n c t i v e ,  t h e  

p r e d i c t i o n  is c o n f i r m e d :  modern S p a n i s h  l a c k s  a n y  f u t u r e  

s u b j u n c t i v e .  Old  S p a n i s h ,  w h i c h  p r e s u m a b l y  had  a d i f f e r e n t  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  d i d  h a v e  w h a t  is c a l l e d  t h e  ' f u t u r e  

s u b j u n c t i v e ' .  T h i s  f u t u r e  s u b j u n c t i v e  is shown i n  (84 ) :  



( 8 4 )  a .  Adonde f u e r e s ,  haz l o  q u e  vieres 

' W h e r e v e ~  .you g o ,  d o  wha tever  you see' 

These fo rms  a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  by p r e s e n t  s u b j u n c t i v e  i n  modern 

S p a n i s F .  Only i n  f o s s i l i z e d  registers o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  

l i k e  o l d  s a y i n g s  o r  law, can  t h e s e  fo rms  b e  found nowadays. 

As f o r  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  two v a l u e s  o f  Tense  and 

t h e  two v a l u e s  o f  n o d a l ,  t h e y  are a l l  p o s s i b l e  and 

i n s t a n t i a t e d  i n  t h e  v e r b a l  pa rad igms  o f  S p a n i s h .  L e t  u s  

c o n s i d e r  them: 

( i )  Combinat ion  o f  [ p r e s e n t ]  and [ f u t u r e ]  is t h e  s i m p l e  

f u t u r e :  ire ' I ' l l  g o ' ;  comer6 ' I ' l l  e a t '  . . .  

(i i)  Combinat ion  of [ p r e s e n t ]  and [ s u b j u n c t i v e ]  r e s u l t s  i n  

p r e s e n t  s u b j u n c t i v e :  vaya ' I  go,,,'; coma ' I  

eat-' 

( i i i )  Combinat ion  of  [ p a s t ]  and [ f u t u r e ]  y i e l d s  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n a l :  i r i a  ' I ' d  g o ' ;  comeria ' I ' d  e a t '  

m . Hence, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  s a y i n g  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( 4 7 )  
is s t a t e d  i n  p r e s e n t  s u b j u n c t i v e  nowadays: 

( i )  Adonde iueras, haz  l o  q ~ e  visrae 



( i v )  Combinat ion  of  [ p a s t ]  and [ s u b j u n c t i v e ]  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  

p a s t  s u b j u n c t i v e :  fuera ' I  went-'; comierpl ' I  

eat-' . 

A l l  o t h e r  v e r b a l  pa rad igms  are o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  h e a d s  i n  Tense  and Hodal w i t h  t h e  c a t e g o r y  A s p e c t .  

When Aspec t  is [ p e r f e c t ] ,  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  morpheme do 

h e a d s  t h e  Aspec t  p r o j e c t i o n :  

Tense  

Hodal 

Aux -ASP 

v 

The v e r b  w i l l  ra ise  t o  Asp and no  f u r t h e r ,  e x a c t l y  l i k e  

p e r i p h r a s t i c  v e r b s  i n  Basque raise t o  Aspec t  and no f u r t h e r .  

The A u x i l i a r y  v e r b  g e n e r a t e d  i n  AuxP is now t h e  one  t h a t  

w i l l  raise t o  Hodal and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  T e n s e .  I t  w i l l  

t h e r e f o r e  b e  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  morphology 

g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  h e a d s  Tense  and 

n o d a l .  



Hence, we f i n d  t h e  same a r r a y  o f  c h o i c e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( i )  

t o  ( i v )  above ,  r e p e a t e d  f o r  t h e  haber a u x i l i a r y  of  

p e r i p h r a s t i c  fo rms ,  which d i f f e r  from t h e  o n e s  above i n  t h a t  

t h e  v a l u e  of  a s p e c t  is now [ p e r f e c t i v e ] .  The p e r f e c t i v e  

f o r m s  are i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  ( v )  t o  ( v i i i ) :  

( v )  Combinat ion  of  ( i )  and [ p e r f e c t i v e ] :  

habr6 ido ' I  ' 11 have g o n e '  

habp6 comido ' I ' ? 1 have e a t e n  ' 

( v i )  Combinat ion  o f  ( i i )  and [ p e r f e c t i v e ] :  

habria  ido ' I  would have  gone ' 

habria  comido ' I  would have e a t e n '  

( v i i )  Combinat ion  o f  ( i i i)  and [ p e r f e c t i v e  3 : 

haya ido 'I  have- gone  ' 

haya c o ~ i d o  ' I have,, e a t e n  ' 

( v i i i )  Combinat ion  o f  ( i v )  and [ p e r f e c t i v e ] :  

hubiera ido ' I  had- gone  ' 

hubiera comido I had,, e a t e n  ' 

The o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  c h o i c e s  i n  t h e  v e r b a l  paradigm are t h o s e  

t h a t  i n v o l v e  no  modal e l e m e n t  ( t h a t  is, a  z e r o  c h o i c e  i n  t h e  

Hodal P h r a s e ) .  They are t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;  



( i x )  [ - p a s t ]  [ - p e r f e c t i v e ]  is t h e  p r e s e n t  of  i n d i c a t i v e :  

vog ' I  go'. ;  como ' I  e a t ' .  . . 

( x )  [ - p a s t ]  [ + p e r f e c t i v e ]  is p r e s e n t  p e r f e c t :  

he ido ' I  have  g o n e *  ; he  comido ' I  have  e a t e n  ' 

( x i )  [ + p a s t ]  [ - p e r f e c t i v e ]  is t h e  ' p r e t e r i t 0  i n d e f i n i d o '  

f u i  ' I  w e n t ' ;  comi ' I  e a t '  

( x i i )  [ + p a s t ]  [ + p e r f e c t i v e ]  is t h e  ' p r e t e r i t 0  

p luscumper f  e c t o  ' 

hube ido ' I  had g o n e '  ;hub8 comido ' I  had e a t e n '  
" \ 

T h e r e  are o n l y  two v e r b a l  f o r m s  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  o r d e r  

t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  v e r b a l  pa rad igm o f  S p a n i s h .  These  are t h e  s o  

c a l l e d  i m p e r f e c t i v e  p a s t s :  cnntaba and habia cantado. N o t i c e  

t h a t  t h e  k i n d  o f  i m p e r f e c t i v i t y  conveyed by t h e s e  fo rms  is 

n o t  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a p e r i p h r a s t i c  farm c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  a 

p a r t i c i p l e  and a n  a u x i l i a r y .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  second  one  is 

p e r f e c t i v e  i n  meaning.  I w i l l  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  morpheme 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e s e  two l a t e r  fo rms  from t h e  o n e s  i n  ( x i )  

and ( x i i )  is a t h i r d  v a l u e  of  Hodal ,  which I w i l l  c a l l  IMPF 

t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i m p e r f e c t i v e  terme: 



( x i i i )  [ + p a s t ]  [IHPF] [ O p e r f e c t i v e ] :  i m p e r f e c t i v e  p a s t  

iba ' I  was g o i n g ' ;  comia ' I  was e a t i n g '  

( x i v )  [ + p a s t ]  [IHPF] [ + p e r f e c t i v e ] :  I d o n ' t  know t h e  name 

habia cantado ' I  had s u n g '  

If t h i s  morpheme is h e a d i n g  t h e  Modal P h r a s e ,  w e  e x p e c t  t h a t  

it w i l l  b e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  b o t h  f u t u r e  and s u b j u n c t i v e .  

T h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is b o r n e  o u t .  T h e r e  is a r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  [IHPF] i n  t h e  n o d a l  head :  it must be governed  by 

a [ + p a s t ]  t e n s e .  Thus ,  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  f o r m s  d o  n o t  d i s p l a y  

t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h e  p a s t  d o e s ,  i n  o p p o s i n g  ( x i ) ,  ( x i i )  t o  

( x i i i ) ,  ( x i v ) .  

Under t h i s  v iew o f  S p a n i s h  I n f l e c t i o n ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

i n f l e c t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  is a s  shown i n  ( 8 6 ) :  

) 

AUXP 

ASP 
DO 



The s t r u c t u r e  of  t h i s  tree is i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  one  p roposed  

f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  I n f l e c t i o n  i n  Basque i n  Laka (1988): TP 

d o m i n a t e s  a HP, which  i n  t u r n  d o m i n a t e s  a n  AuxP, which i n  

t u r n  d o m i n a t e s  a n  AspP, which d o m i n a t e s  VP. 

The claim t h a t  S p a n i s h  (and a t  l eas t  C a t a l a n )  s u b j u n c t i v e  is 

a n  i r r ea l i s  modal is f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t e d  by u s e s  of  

s u b j u n c t i v e  o t h e r  t h a n  v o l i t i o n a l  and n e g a t i v e  c o n t e x t s .  I 

w i l l  c o n s i d e r  h e r e  some o f  t h e s e .  

S u b j u n c t i v e  mood a p p e a r s  w i t h i n  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s  when and 

o n l y  when t h e  head o f  t h a t  c l a u s e  is n o t  used  r e f e r e n t i a l l y ;  

t h a t  is, when t h e  DP t h e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  is p a r t  o f  h a s  

na r row s c o p e .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples :  

(87)  a .  Compro g a t o s  [que  t e n g a n  p e l o  a z u l ]  

'I  buy cats  t h a t  have,,, b l u e  f u r '  

b .  Compro [ g a t o s  q u e  t i e n e n  p e l o  a z u l ]  

'I buy c a t s  t h a t  have  b l u e  f u r '  

I n  ( 8 7 a ) ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c a t s  t h a t  have b l u e  f u r  is n o t  

p r e s u p p o s e d ;  t h a t  is, t h e  DP t h a t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

c l a u s e  is i n t e r p r e t e d  n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l l y ,  and I a p e a k  t r u l y  



even i f  I n e v e r  bought  any c a t .  What (B7a)  means is t h a t  I 

happen t o  b e  a p e r s o n  t h a t  buys  b l u e  c a t s .  However, i n  

( 8 7 b ) ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e .  of  b l u e  c a t s  is p r e s u p p o s e d ,  and t h e  DP 

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  is i n t e r p r e t e d  as h a v i n g  wide 

s c o p e .  For  t h e  s e n t e n c e  t o  be  t r u e ,  it must be  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  

I have  bought  o r  am a b o u t  t o  buy some c a t  o r  o t h e r  whose f u r  

is b l u e .  

The h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  s u b j u n t i v e  mood is an i r r e a l i s  modal 

a l l o w s  u s  t o  u n i f y  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  where s u b j u n c t i v e  

a p p e a r s .  V o l i t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s ,  and c l a u s e s  embedded under  

n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  f a l l  n a t u r a l l y  t o g h e t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

a r e  a l l  i n t e r p r e t e d  n a r r o w l y ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  DPs t h a t  

r e c e i v e  a n o n - r e f e r e n t i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  R e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s  

i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  n a t u r a l l y  f i t  i n  t h e  same 

c a t e g o r y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  i n t e r p r e t e d  n a r r o w l y .  

Horeover ,  a d j u n c t  c l a u s e s  can  a l s o  b e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  

s u b j u n c t i v e ,  as shown i n  ( 8 8 ) :  

( 8 8 )  a .  Cuando n i e v e  en S e v i l l a  t e  comprar6 un p a l a c i o  

'When i t  snows,,, i n  S e v i l l e ,  I ' l l  buy you a  p a l a c e '  

b .  Cuando n i e v a  e K  S e v i l l a  dan  f i e s t a  en 10s c o l e g i o s  

'When it snows i n  S e v i l l e ,  t h e y  have h o l l i d a y  a t  

s c h o o l  ' 



Once a g a i n ,  t h e  d i f f e r  n c e  between t h e  t e m p o r a l  a d j u n c t  d 
c l a u s e s  i n  ( 8 8 a )  and ( 8 8 b )  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  m o d a l i t y .  Whereas 

( 8 8 a )  c o n s i d e r s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  might  n e v e r  t a k e  p l a c e ,  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  ( 8 8 b )  r e p o r t s  a f a c t .  ( B a a )  is indeed  l i k e  a 

c o n d i t i o n a l ,  whereas  ( 8 8 b )  is a s t a t e m e n t .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i r r e a l i s  v a l u e  of  s u b j u n c t i v e  is a l s o  

i l l u s t r a t e d  by s e n t e n c e s  c o n t a i n i n g  modals  c-  , f e r b s  t h a t  

d e n o t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o r  w i ~ h e s .  These  2 2 . . ~ e n c e s  are n o t  

embedded o n e s  ( u n l e s s  we c o n s i d e r  t h e  a d v e r b s  h e a d i n g  them 

tq b e  m a t r i x  c l a u s e s ) .  I w i l l  assume t h a t  t h e  a d v e r b s  

h e a d i n g  them are s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  head o f  HP o r  CP,  and t h a t  

t h e i r  i r r e a l i s  c h a r a c t e r  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

s u b j u n c t i v e  i n  t h e  c l a u s e .  Some examples  o f  t h e s e  t y p e  o f  

m a t r i x  s u b j u n c t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  ( 8 9 ) :  

( 8 9 )  a.  q u i z 6  venga/*viene  mafiana 

maybe it w i l l  rain-, tomorrow 

b .  o j a l 6  l l u e v a / * l l u e v e  

w i l l  i t  rain,,, tomorrow! 

c .  a s i  t e  p a r t a / * p a r t e  un rayo!  

may a l i g h t i n g  strike,, you! 

Unde t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  s u b j u n c t i v e  is a modal,  a l l  



i n s t a n c e s  of s u b j u n c t i v e  f a l l  u n d e r  a s i n g l e  g r o u p ,  and no  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  s u b j u n c t i v e s  a r e  

n e c e s s a r y .  Moreover,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  shows t h a t  s y n t a c t i c  e f f e c t s  l i k e  t h e  Subject 

Disjoint Reference E f f e c t  o r  i n t e r c l a u s a l  N e e a t i v e  P c l a r i t y  

Item l i c e n s i n g  must n o t  b e  t r e a t e d  as  i n h e r e n t l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  

n a t u r e  of s u b j u n c t i v e .  R a t h e r ,  t h e s e  phenomena r e s u l t  f rom 

t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s y n t a c t i c  e n v l r o n m e n t s  t h a t  

select  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood: t h e y  a l l  l a c k  a t r u t h  v a l u e ,  and 

t h u s  t h e y  a l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  i r r e a l i s  v a l u e  o f  t h e  modal 

p r o j e c t i o n  i n  Z n f l .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  assuming t h a t  d i s t i n c t  i n f l e c t i o n a l  

e l e m e n t s  head d i s t i n c t  X '  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  and g i v e n  t h e  s t a t u s  

o f  s u b j u n c t i v e  as a modal head ,  t h e  e n t i r e  S p a n i s h  v e r b a l  

pa rad igm can  b e  q u i t e  s i m p l y  g e n e r a t e d .  

3.4.4. I m p e r a t i v e  is a value of 2.  

T h e r e  is one  e l e m e n t  o f  I n f l e c t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h  t h a t  I have 

n o t  y e t  d i s c u s s e d :  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e .  I w i l l  now a r g u e  t h a t  

1mperat . ive i n  S p a n i s h  is g e n e r a t e d  i n  2 .  T h i s  e x p l a i n s  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i m p e r a t i v e  i n  t h i s  

l a n g u a g e ,  and i ts  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  o f  2 on 

t h e  one  hand,  and s u b j u n c t i v e  en  t h e  o t h e r .  



I t  is w e l l  known t h a t  i m p e r a t i v e  mood and s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  

are i n c o m p a t i b l e  i n  S p a n i s h .  The f o l l o w i n g  paradigm 

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  . f a c t :  

( 9 0 )  a .  Ven a q u i  

'Come h e r e '  

b .  *No ven a q u i  

c .  No v e n g a s  a q u i  

n o t  come,, h e r e  

'Do n o t  come h e r e '  

The example i n  ( 9 0 a )  is a c a s e  of  i m p e r a t i v e  mood. The 

ungrammat ica l  (90b) i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  n e g a t i o n  c a n n o t  coocur  

w i t h  a v e r b  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  i m p e r a t i v e  mood. F i n a l l y ,  i n  

( 9 0 c ) ,  a n e g a t i v e  command is i l l u s t r a t e d .  The v e r b  is now 

i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood, and n e g a t i o n  can  o c c u r  i n  

t h e  s e n t e n c e .  

T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  c o o c u r r e n c e  o f  i m p e r a t i v e  and 

n e g a t i o n  is n o t  a l i n g u i s t i c  u n i v e r s a l .  I n  Basque,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  i m p e r a t i v e  and s e n t e n c e  n e g a t i o n  d o  c o o c u r  i n  

n e g a t i v e  commmands, as shown i n  ( 9 1 ) :  

( 9 1 )  a .  j a n  ezazu h o r i  
e a t  you-imp t h a t  

' e a t  t h a t '  

b . ee eeazu h o r i  j a n  
n o t  a u x  t h a t  e a t  

'Do n o t  eat t h a t '  



The same is t r u e  f o r  F r e n c h ,  as shown i n  (92) .  F r e n c h  d o e s  

n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  change  t o  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood i n  n e g a t i v e  

commands : 

( 92 )  a .  Viens  i ~ i  

'come h e r e '  

b .  Ne v i e n s  p a s  i g i  

'Do n o t  come h e r e '  

Hence, t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  n e g a t i o n  

and i m p e r a t i v e  i n  S p a n i s h  must n e c e s s a r i l y  l i e  on l a n g u a g e  

p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  of  S p a n i s h ,  s u c h  as t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of 

i m p e r a t i v e  and n e g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l a n g u a g e .  

The claim I w i l l  p u t  f o r w a r d  h e r e  is t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  why 

n e g a t i o n  and i m p e r a t i v e  c a n n o t  c o o c u r  i n  S p a n i s h  is b e c a u s e  

t h e y  b o t h  are e l e m e n t s  o f  2 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  i n  

complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n .  The c l a i m  is t h a t  S p a n i s h  

i m p e r a t i v e  is is one of t h e  v a l u e s  o f  C i n  t h i s  l a n g u a g e .  If 

t h i s  is c o r r e c t ,  i t  f o l l o w s  n o t  o n l y  tha t  i m p e r a t i v e  and 

n e g a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  c o o c u r ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  none of  t h e  o t h e r  

v a l u e s  of  C i n  S p a n i s h  w i l l  a p p e a r  w i t h  i m p e r a t i v e  mood. We 

w i l l  see t h a t  t h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  is c o r r e c t .  



Under t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  S - s t r u c t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  an  i m p e r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  l i k e  (90 )  is as i n  (93):  

However, i n  a n e g a t i v e  command, t h e  head of E is o c c u p i e d  by 

no ' n o t ' .  I m p e r a t i v e  c a n n o t  b e  g e n e r a t e d .  S u b j u n c t i v e  is - 

g e n e r a t e d  i n  Modal, and T e n s e  is headed by t h e  d e f a u l t  v a l u e  

[ - p a s t ] .  Thus  t h e  n e g a t i v e  coamand is conveyed .  If it is 

c o r r e c t  t o  t h i n k  o f  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood as a n  i r r ea l i s  modal 

marker ,  it is e x p e c t e d  t h a t  it would be r e q u i r e d  i n  a 

command t h a t  d o e s  n o t  have  i m p e r a t i v e ,  g i v e n  t h a t  i m p e r a t i v e  

s h a r e s  w i t h  t h e  i r r e a l i s  v a l u e  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  b e i n g  

u n r e a l i z e d  and n o d a l - l i k e .  

The h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  i m p e r a t i v e  is a v a l u e  of H a c c o u n t s  

n a t u r a l l y  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a s t  i n  (90 ) .  B u t ,  as n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  i t  

makes a f u r t h e r  p r e d i c t i o n .  If i m p e r a t i v e  is a v a l u e  of E i n  

S p a n i s h ,  t h e n  it c a n n o t  c o o c u r  w i t h  any  o f  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  

o f  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  Let u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  t h r e e  r e m a i n i n g  

v a l u e s  of 2 .  C o n s i d e r  f i r s t  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v a l u e s  ei and 

[,,I. Take t h e  examples  i n  (84) :  



(94) a. ven aqui 

b. *si ven aqui 

c. si, ven aqui 

d. *si vengas aqui 

In (94b) si and the imperative appear toghether in an 

ungrammatical sentence, as predicted. The case in (94c) is 

not a counterexample, because it is a case of complementizer 

si, as discussed in Chapter 2-  However, (94d) where si and 

subjunctive coocur, as in (90c), is also ungrammatical. This 

indicates that si and no differ in some fundamental way in 

contexts of commands. 

I will assume that the ungrammaticality of (94d) is due to 

semantic factors: a command is unrealized and thus it cannot 

be affirmed, because only true statements can be affirmed. 

Nore that in this respect affirmation and negation differ, 

since commands can be negated, because negation does not 

entail truth. If this is correct, that is, if the 

restriction is semantic in nature, we expect to find no 

languages that can have imperatives coocurring with 
-*;1 

affirmative particles. The prediction is true at least of 

- The structure of this sentence is presumably as in 
(i): 



Basque, which, as you recall, didn 't have restrictions on 

the coocurence of imperative and negation: 

(95) a. etor hadi hona 

b. *bahadi etor hona 

Interestingly, si and subjunctive can coocur in embedded 

sentences, even when the embedded sentence reports a 

command. Examples of this are given in (96): 

(98) a. Espero que si lo traigas 

hope-I that yes it-bring,,iyou 

'I hope that you will bring it' 

b .  He pidi6 que si fuera 

me-asked that yes go,, 

'She asked me to g o '  

The sentence in (96a) illustrates coocurrsnce of si and 

subjunctive; the inflected verb is emphasized. The example 

in (06b) reports a request/command; the verb is inflected 

for subjunctive mood and emphasized by means of si. This 

indicates that the ungrammaticality of (94b, c) and (95) is 

due to its semantic ill-formedness, and not to syntactic 

restricitons. 



The s a n e  is t r u e  o f  t h e  second  a f f i r m a t i v e  v a l u e  o f  2,  

L,]. I t  c a n n o t  c o o c u r  w i t h  i m p e r a t i v e ,  as shown i n  (96) .  

b u t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  seems t o  g o  beyond t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  

o f  S p a n i s h  grammar. 

N e i t h e r  is it p o s s i b l e  t o  have  ( 99 ) ,  where 2 is headed by 

[,,I and se lects  s u b j u n c t i v e  mood, p a r a l l e l  t o  (94d) .  

p r o  ' 

F i n a l l y ,  l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o u r t h  v a l u e  o f  B i n  S p a n i s h .  
-4. - '< 

T h i s  f o u r t h  e l e m e n t  i n  2 is t h e  e n r p t y l [ d  t h a t  t r i g g e r s  

t h e  p r e p o s i n g  o f  n-words. We have  s e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  

n e g a t i v e  v a l u e s  of  2 are n o t  s e m a n t i c a l l y  i n c o m p l a t i b l e  w i t h  

i m p e r a t i v e s .  T h u s ,  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  is t h a t  t h i s  e l e m e n t  

s h o u l d  behave  s i m i l a r l y  t o  o v e r t  n e g a t i o n :  it c a n n o t  coocur  

w i t h  i m p e r a t i v e ,  b u t  it c a n  be  p a r t  o f  a n e g a t i v e  command 

when f o l l o w e d  by s u b j u n c t i v e .  This is indded  t h e  c a s e ,  a s  



illustrated in (100) : 

(100) a. Ben aqui 

'come here' 

b. *nunca ven aqui 

(do never come here) 

c. Nunca vengas aqui 

'do never come here' 

(100a) illustrates a command inflected for imporative. 

(100b) has the n-word nunca fronted in 2, and imperative 

inflection. The result is ungrammatical. Finally, ( 1 0 0 ~ )  

shows the n-word in the specifier of HP, and the verb 

inflected for subjunctive. The sentence is now grammatical 

and it conveys a negative command. 

The interaction between imperative and negative values of 2 

is simply accounted for under the hypothesis that imperative 

itself is generated in E in Spanish. Furthermore, negative 

commands provide empirical support far the claim that 

subjunctive is an irrealis modal element. 
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