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CHEPTER ONE

INTRODULCTTION

This dissertation aims at describing the
noun class system of Bakweri, using the commonly adopted system for labelle
ing noun classes in Bantu languagese But before getting into the crux of
the matter, it is fitting to situate the languaée as a whole in its
social contexte It is in this light that the follsowing sections will
attempt to locate the Bakweri ( language and people ) geographically and
historicallye Further, the neighbouring people and their languages will
be brought into perspective, and finally, the Bakweri language will be
situated from a classificatory point of view ( i.e where it stands in
relation to the language families in the counisy »To end up this introde
uctory chapter, a hrief review of existing relevant literature will be

examinede

PN GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF BAKUWERI

When one hears the term !Bakweri?, two things
immediately come to mind : the ethnic group living sround the Fako Mount-
ain, and the language spoken by these people. Theg are broadly divided
into lower and upper Bekweri, conteining villages that spesk dislects of
Bskweri. The loyer Bakweri include people like the Bombokos of the West
Coast who occupy villages such as Bstoke, Sanje, Bekingili, including
Mondoni, situated to the east of Tiko. Also, we get the Ewotas and the
Bimbias falling under this groupe For the upper Bakweri, they are found
mostly along the foot of the Gamerson Mountein from Mafanja in the west,
to Ekona in the east. They form the bulk of the Bakweri people and speak

tMokpe! « At this peint, it should be noted that, as far as this dissertatice



is concerned, focus. has been placed on Mokpe, sometimes referred to as
Bakweri, spoken by the Fpe tribee

Most of the information in this section has
been got from JeA.Ngua ( 1978 )e Fako Division where the Sakmeri people
are found, is in the South West province of the Republic of Caneroon. To
the south and south west, the Division is bounded by a section of the
BRtlantic Dosst; it is bounded to the west by south eastern Nigeria, to the.
north " by Meme Division, and to the east by the Mungo river.

A handful of motorable roads can be found
in this area, though the situation of roads in some of the towns, and
others leading to the villages, cannot be said to be too goode Mutengene
is considered here as a road junctione. One branch of these roads leaves
Mutengene going towards Limbe through Ombe, Moliwe, and Mile Four. From
Limbe, there is another road leading to the West Coaste. Again from
Mutengene, there is a road that lesds to Tiko and Douals, while another
road leaves Mutengene, this time to Mile 17. From here, there are two
branches, one leading to Buea, the other to Muyuka and Yumba passing
through Ekonae All these are tarred roads that de n@t pose any trans-
portatiun problem, especially during the rainy season. Where the problem
lies is im the plantation camps and the villages where roads are not
tarreds

The zone consists of diﬁerse types of lande
scapess Une of the major geographical feature here is the Caneroon Mount-
ain, possessing a height of atout 4100M gbove Buea, the South West provin-
cial headquarterse Far from being the highest mountain in Cameroon, this
mountain is also West Africa's highest mountain, and the only active
volcano in this part of Africa. It has recorded erruptions in 1802, 1838,
about 1862, 1909, 1922, 1954 and 1859 ( Ardener, 1956 : 39 ). In racent

yaers, the mountain has given rise to a very popular internationsl



sporting activity known as the moun roon race . 1t has so far been

sponsored by the Guiness company in,

Apart from mountain which forms a relief of
its own, the area is characterised land « The coast land appears
to be plain, generating plains such: Rio del Rey plain, the Tikn
plain on the eastern side of the m and the Muyuka plain « The plain

land is interrupted with petches of ltural plantations here and there.

Two dist sons are typical of this area <

these are the dry season, covering ths of November through Juns

and the rainy season which lasts T to Uctober, bringing about heavy

annugl rainfalls and temperatues o case, the rainfall and tempersiure
vary, especially due to the presen e Cameroon mountain « The temperat-
ures of towns like Buea which is ne :he mountain, and Tiko which is a bit

far off, sre bound to vary .

" This he nfall gives rise to a3 luxuriant

forest vegetation « Woods such as 1 shogany, and the red iron wood

can be found here, including trees palm, rubber, mango and plum treec

Actually, there exists only a littl is virgin forest, due to the defore-

station of the area for the estsbli of plantations .

Rs far main economic features are concerne:

these people carry out farming « Th ce of the rich voleanic soil of

the mountain and the alluviazl soils plains, permits the cultivation

of ront crops such as cocoyams, &s i cash crops such as those on the
plantations like palm trees « Among ibes that make up this zone, the

Bpe and the inland Mboko are the most iderable cultivators . Some men

8ls0 engage themselves in hunting wh ey tarry out around the mountaine
Some occupy themselves with fishing,. pcially the Woveas who are very

skilled in it « The #pe in
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particular, rear livestockes These include goats and sheep; but the animal
that is most characteristic of the Bpe villages is the pig, which is fed on
cocoyans and peelingse bLivestock was the indigenous standard of weslth .
Apart fraom all these, there is the collection of honey which is being done
in the mountain during the dry season « Lastly, the Bakweri people carry out

some trading, especially in the farm produce including smoked and fresh fish.

1.2 HISTORY OF BAKWERI

Just as it is typical of most African communities,
there are sluways stories,especially myths, fomming the backgrounmd of the
origin of tribes . Bakweri is no exception .

Actually, there are so many versions of stories
hovering around the origin of the.Bakweri people « The Bakueri tribe ocoups
ies the whole of the southern section of the South West province of the
Republic of Cameroon « Together with some other tribes of this same province,
it falls within the language family group knoyn as Bantu; and in that light,
has many characteristics common to the Bantu world e According to P.M.Bale
( 1939 -), this language, being a portion of Western Bantu, qualifies the
Bakweri people having a common origin with the Bantu race « Their base of

origin is believed to have been the area around the grest lakes lying

between the Nile and Congo « Due to this desire for setting up independent
communities, this young race had to break up into series of emigrant groups

that spread throughout Southern Africa, East Africa:arid Cameroon .

Furthermore, there is this story that concerns
Eye Njie ( Ardener 1956 ), and this is mosfly propagated by the Hpe tribe »
They believe their ancestor to be Eye Njie who ceme From Womboko village 4o
hunt on the eastward side of the Camercon mountain with & friend, Nakande

Nakande used to hunt near present day Wonakanda, while Eye Njie remained at
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Mosole near present day Buea « Here he bullt a hut where he dried his meat ;
He called this his new place his 'lighea' ( i.e place where work is in hand
After having done this several times, the two men decided to bring their
wives and settled in their new found land, They were eventually jeined by
relatives and friends thereby making it7permanent - Eye's own area was callec
'Gbea! ( from ligbea.), known today as Buea e Nakande's area became known as
Wonekanda « There are many other stories;like that concerning a certain
Mokuri, being the ancestor of the Bakweri people « Thig man is said to have
migrated from Bwakwa to this part « Again, there is still another version
suggesting that most of the people of the South West, Littoral, Centre and
South provinces, have a common sncestrye Therefore, according to this versior
the father of Bakweri, Dougsla, Bassa, Bakoko, Hbassossi, Ewondo and Bomboko,
is Nanbongo « He is suggested 4o-have migrated from Ugands .

At this juncture, it becomes very difficult to
categorically single out a version as heiﬁg authentic, since much is yet to
be proved from these numerous stories e Probably, anthropologists, ethnogr-
aphers and Linguists working in, say, areas arcund Uganda, Kenya, Lentral
Africa will be able to throw more light fu the origin of these people - This

might be able to permit an acceptance or a rejection of some of these storie:

Te3 BAKWERT AND HER NEIGHBOURS

Bakweri is a clan composed of tribes such as Isuuwl
Wovea, Kole, Mboko and ¥pe « Outside this circle,the Beakweris have their nei:
bours with whom they fall in the same linguistic zone; these neighhours are
found both on the coast and in the hinterland « Their immediate neighbours
include the Doualas and the Balongs, with whom they share some linguistic
similarities - Their hinterland neighbour is the Bakundu group. These lingu:

stic similarities are mostly exemplified with the Duala language, which hes




greatly influenced most of the speeches of the Bakweri people . The trading
supremacy of the Doualas led to their langusge being widely understood
among their neighbours on the coast and in the hinterland « An aspect that
greatly encouraged the spread of this language was the fact that the Basel
Missioneries used it in the vernacular schools « These similarities

betwueen the Duala and the Bakweri languages are exemplified in the following

words and numbers .

1)

BARKWERT

3 i
¥ DUALA : ENGLISH
! i
I
muwana . muns ! Child
1
LIRS * - !
MWese ! muse ‘ Beak
]
1
113 . diz ! Hand
1
N \ LY PN 1
egbe 1 ebwea ] 100
1
1
y.‘:k.:; . Bud ' One
. 1
s . 1
1in3a ' dina ' Nane
L |
% s i o
mokala ' mukala ! European
1

Despite the fact that some words of these twe languages

have a great deal of common origin, some of the related words usually

appear in different contexts of reference ( Ardener 1956 ) . This is evident

below .
(2)
BAKUERI : DUALA
1
mbb Willage? : mbba Home !
mufnd} Doy Langd! 'L mind} Willage!
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It is likely that this resemblance in words be explainec
by the assumption thaet, all these ethnic groups originated from the same
area « The following map illustrates the majdr language zones of Cameroon .

The Bakweri language falls within the Goastal Bantu zone e

{( See map on the next page )
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2. The KWPE and other tribes of the Camercon Mountain .
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Te b LANGUAGE CLASSIFICATION

African languages have been dividedvinto language

families on the basis of their siilarities .

rise to four major language femilies which are the following @

"

Niic -~ Ssharan

Afro - Asistic and

Kholsan «
The Bekweri language belongs to the Niger ~Hordofanien
femily - Welmers (1973 ), Greenberg ( 1970 ), are those whc have sctually

contributed to the classification of these languasges e The Bakweri language

B - . au - LI I 2
e AT T ormrnrws s emew e P L Weemdeis flamomd i mAmOwarr o AT ey e T i
onunig e languoges of the Naoth ¥zotsrn or [ R LODLIE %

fefers to this qrous as zone R « The language belongs to the group, A 20 .

iiE ECCUNE any
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L ANIGUAGE DIuiSionNs oF “AFRICh

SOURCE alCaM (1983)



1.5 LITERATURE REVIEW

E4

Whereas a language like Duala which falls within the seme

language oroup Bgkweri, hasz been given some substantial description by

]
@

linguists like Ittmann ( 1978 ), Nseme Cledor (

lished linguisiic work on Bakweri has been done by Ittmenn. Ardener (1956)

in his ‘'Coastzl Bantus of the Cemergong' treats different mections of the

Bakweri people sThis hdok is moxe of & historicsl &ndicultural piece than =
linguistic work . All :the same, there are some natives from this area who
nossess unpublished stories and articles, ss was the case with somebody like

Ngundu Francis, whoge structured lessons from S 1 L gre near publicatiocie

1 & MATIVATINN
The motivation for this work comes from 2 number uf simnic

ressons &

the vary first of theseg ressons is that, much has not been done on the
Sakueri language - This sctuslly mekes the lannuage in need of more descript=
ione Tne language of & pedple is very important, esnecislly when oho haos to
consider the point that, 8 lsnguage is a very significant mode of expressing
their culturs - This therefore calls for the description and definition of

all languages «

ine sscend resssh ctems from the fact that, the Bakweri
language with which this work is concerned. falls within the Bantu family
group of languages . & languages mostly gssocisted with noun class
vetems « Linguists ennage themselves in the description of verious paris of

human lengusges - Some parts become mors fundamental Cibothe pest of the desco-
g I

ription than others. The noun classes could be considered in this iight



gspecially ss they are very charascteristic of Bantu languegess The following
guotztior Ffrom Welmeps ( 1973 ) emphasises the importance of understanding

noun classes in Bantu languages 4

It 4= the Bantu lenguages which are the
most commonly associsted with noun class
systems » In this very large group, there
is ® substantisl assount of hompgeneity in
the noun class system and their gromwmati-
ogl functions <.« their grammatical funct-
ion is maximal .

And of course, the Bakweri language, being a Bantu language, the
grammatical functions of its noun classes should be maximal .

of the noun classes of thie language needs a careful attention, since there

e

=~

gre enommous complexities found in noun classes in genersl, se tod b

m
.z

. . r ag- .

e

-~

oyman R
1.7 METHOD
[ S S S
EHE SRS iy W L9l —r
used :

anslvsis progressed, a furthner testing of the distinctiveness of the variou

1

3
+
o
o
th
m
m
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o
m
L
[w]
o
]
"
o
]
me
]
3
]
wl
[
i
0
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0
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Une in effect; is an introduction of Sskweri
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of the longuage and o review of the 1iteféture existing in Bakweri, includ-
ing the significance of this study, are explained and discussed .

Chapter Twao deals with the presentation of the verious noun classes .
Chapter Three is mainly concerned with the concord sysiem of Bakweri nouns.
Chepter Four then deals with the semantic content of the various noun

class genders .

Finally, Chapter Five stands ss the general conclusion includ;nglsuggéstinns

for further research »




CHAPRPTER T W 0

2.1 INTRODUCT 10N

The main task invelved in this chapter is the analysis of the
various noun classes in Bakweri . However, before getting into the study
of the noun classes proper, a brief sketch of the phonology of the language
appears necessary e This will provide the tool we need for the phonetic
transcription of the data we need for this study . Fortunately enough, a
preliminary ( unpublished ) sketch of the sound system of Bakweri dcng by
Ngundu Francis ( 1984 ) exists « The essential and relevant aspects of this
work will be presented below to gain time « The vowel system will be looked
at, followed by the censonant system « After this will then folliow the
syllable structure of the language snd the presentation of the tones « The
phonetic transcription used in this work has been adopted from the General

Alphabet DOf Canermon Languages . ( Mgurice Te and Etienne Se 1984 )

2.1 PHONETIC VOWELS

The fellowing are the phonetic vowels found in Bekweri :

?];w .
- g - 0 -_
\\___‘,
- B - u {
'_f
-€ -2
o
- i

It is possible to have all these vowels lengthened( Long vowels ).

The following nouns illustrate these long vowels @

2:mbe ‘Carpse! 1) Y:34 Pus?
.
- mo:lf ~ tHills miiz 16 VAip?
m>: 1§ 'Rope! gimbe '(Egible) cocoyam leaf!

The accompanying chart illustrates these phonetic vowels .
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PHONET IC VOWEL

CHART
POSITION OF TONGUE
AND LIPS FRONT FRONT BACK BACK
CENTRAL

VETGHT OF UNROUNDED ROUNDED UNRCUNDED ROUNDED

TONGUE

HIGH (CLOSED) ii: u ou:

HIGH (MID) e el o o
LOW (MID) £&: oo
LDW (DPENED)

TABLE 241




S

Zaleld CONSONENT S

The Following are the phonetic consonamts Found in Bakweri :

- p -~ m - gh ~ B

- b - n - nd ' ~f

- G - 1 -~ 9 -V
-k -y - ny : ~ ngb
-~ J - - mﬁ - Z
-t - kp - nj

Scme of these consonant sounds should nof surprise any native
speaker « What actually interests us here is the phonetic représentatimn of
the sounds of this languages - Thus, instead of having representations such
as - hf = , — hw - , and - hz - , the sounds /v/ ( /B/ ), /U/ and /z/ have
been used respedtively .« The accompanying chart illustrates the manner and

place of articulation of these consonants «

{ chart on the next page )



- 18 -

PLACE OF m
ARTICULAT ION ! . 2 s g
= 1 =] -1 o = 47] | )]
MANNER OF mnu =] _.nn,. m o = = = =
3 o = = 1 _i i m _J
ARTICULATION M m _% ..n.m mn. m | _mv._ m W
YLSS 0 % k KD
5TOPS 0 N ) . b
arFRICATES - LSS c
VD J
FRICATIVES  &o° f s ng nab
vb @ v 2
PRENASALIZED STORPS mh nd )
AFFRIATE nj
NASALS m n ny
LATERALS 1
-
GLIDES y w

TABLE 2.2
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2.1.3 SYLLAGLE STRUCTURE OF NOUNS ( NOMINAL STRUCTURE )

A far as the Bakweri nouns are concerned, the

following are the possible syllable structures that can be ohtained :

SYLLABLE PATTLRN EXAMPLE GLOGS NOUN PATTERN
() v / 26/ ~ Rat! V. CY

TV / K5/ 18nail? Cv

Cuy / mhoa / "Willage' Cvy

CULV / m31} / Woney ! Cucy

It should be noted here that the most prednminanté'
of these syllable patterns is the CVCV pattern o This language does not se;zm?E
to permit the occurence of ceonsomant clusters, at least in nouns « Un the
other hand, there are usmel.sequences ocouring topether in the syllable as ir

( 3} below :

(3 mb&g ~———————— fYillage!?
njig —-———————— *Rpad!
ggoé Wig!

One Factor that favours the occurence of these
vowels in a sequence is the process of affixation that brings together noun
prefixes that end with a vowel, and noun roots that begin with a vowel .

The following ncuns in their plural forms illustrate this process :

(4) m3-0fd ~—————1Doprs'  ( ClL.6 )

1irrors?! ( BL.G )

wa-éndsld Travellers?! ( ClL.2 )

fg could be seen from the exemples,the prefixes




of thesez nou
vowels « The

to the noun

2. 1.&

These level

(2)
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ms sccording to the classes indicated in breckets, end with
noun roots begln with vowels « Thds, when the prefix is affixed

root, the result is a vowel sequence s

TONES

The Bakweri langusge is characterized by four level ténes .
tones are :

H ( High )

L ( bow )

LH ( Low-High Tising tone )

HL ( High-low falling tone )

These tone levels are represented in the following examples 3

kpéli 1Death! ( High )
moto Pergon! ( Low )
nobé Dpgt ( falling tone )

méggg 10aterpillar! ¢ ising tone?)

The following tonal forms are found in Bakweri :

Ca)

monasyllabic @

(b))

()

ks tSpail’ ( High )

nda tCocoyant ( Low )

disyllabic !

wato Werson! ( LL )
nodli Beltt ( HH )
mb6a Willage' ( HL )
nj¥ld ____ tLiont ( LH )

trisylliabic
2 1fa tfarkett ( LLL )
a1

na Womant? { HHL )
pwak{ ‘Mankey! ( LLH )
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mokSkE - 'Sugarcane'( LHH )
WeSvE - tChaPfr ( LML )

Tnjtmg tars 1 ( HLH ) Co.

242 NOUN CLASSES

A noun cless can be defined as & graup‘ﬁf words that dist-
inguish themselves in a language by common prefix . Tﬁere are situations where
3 tone on the prefix makes all the difference -

Noun classes usually divide nouns into singular and plural
pairs - These pairs constitute what is generally known as genders « Un. the
other hénd, there are certsin classes, for example, those of liguids, that
often donot have plurals « Among the genders of nouns are,double class genders
and single class genders . fhe double class genders sre those that normally
have singular and plural = ronl forms .

As is the situation, the singular and plural states of
nouns are distinguished morphologically by prefixes « This cen be seen in the

following examples :

(5) Sg.  1Yeyal
1Stane?
Fle mé--y E’i}.
Sge  mO-kOkd
1Sugarcane!
Pl. mé-kékﬁ
Sge  &-tUld
lLampl

Ple we-thill

In the above examples, the prefixes 11- , ma-, md-, md-, &-
ong weé- , distinguish the plural and singular forms of ‘'Stone! ; 'Sugarcanc
and  tLamp!' .

One other pertinent point that should be made mention of,

concerning noun classes is that, nouns of a particular class are at times
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semantically correlated o Nouns of the following semanhitic content tend ta be-
long to the same.class !
- ghstracts

« diminutives

- infimitives

- derived nouns

-liquids

-human ( persans )

~ horrowed words

Besides this, one realizes that nouns of all kinds of
semantic origin could be found in the same class « The classes that can be~
singled out as showing some consistency are classes 1 and 2 ( persons ) and
class 6Ga ( liguids ) .

From the analysis, 14 noun classes have been identi-
fied in Bakweri - Sﬂﬁe of-these classes hsve identical noun prefixes . It is
pertly through the concords discussed in .chapter three that they have been
confirmed as eclasses ; that is, certain nouns occur with a specific set of
concording elements «Besides this method, the individual noun classeés have b-
regarded as heing contrastive to others through the different noun prefixes
that the different classes of nouns possess,and also thromgh the pairing of
a certain class with another as singuler and plural « This last method cannc
be applied when the singular/plursl phenomenon is not necessary, as is the
case with mass and abstract nouns « The numbefing system that has been usec
here is in accordance with the Proto-Bantu system, as reconstructed by
Welmers ( 1973 ) »

Below is = recapitulative table of the noun classe:
of Bakweri with the following columns :

Column 1 : This column carries the numbers of the various noun classes « Th:

classes sre 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Ga, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 19 . These are the
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noun classes éhat tiave been identified in Bakweri .

Column 2 : This column carties the various noun prefixes of Bakweri, that

.
- e

correspong  to the different class numbers presented in column 1 .Below the
table CDQlﬂ be found a detsiled analysis of the prefixés with their various
contexts of sppearance where this is spplicable .

Column 3 : Column 3 prgsents the proto-8antu noun prefixes for the various
classes that have heen signzled in Bakweri « It should be noted here that,
despite the resemblance in the prafixes of some of the classes, between
Bokweri and proto-Bantu, there are also differences that have been brought
about either by a loss in certain conscnants , Or a change in'vuuel .
Column &4 : Column &4 carries examples of Bakweri nouns for each class .
Column 5 : Column 5 contains merely the gloss {7in English ) of these
exanples .

{Sze table on the next page)e
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) PROTO-
CL. } BAKWERT BanNTU EXHT?}E‘ GLOSS
mb-td , muesnd Person , Child ,
1 m&—- , M= , M= mo- mi—ny And Man -
2 W va- Wi -na Children .
3 mo- 5 M- mo- mo=kdkd , mu-% Sugarcane , Hoe e
A me — me- mé—kako Sugarcanes .
5 13- le- 1} -kdmba Forest «
6 d = ma- ma ~k mba Forests »
Ga ma - ma- ma-1dwd Water «
7 - ke~ g-kaka Mgt .
8 We - vi- we-kaka Mats .
9 N- , B- ne- nodwd , k3 House , S5Snail .
10 {- li-ne4 {-ndawd Houses
i3 v to~ yﬁunbn{ Birds «
. 14 wd= , gh- vO- wb-lowd , gh-afa Toilet , Snaske
19 Y-, - L pi- Yondni , j-dnd Bird , Finger .

TABLE 2.3




2.3

NCUN PREFIXES

In this section, the identified noun classes in Bskweri

will te treated one after the other, and their noun prefixes will be given .

The fullowing sre the various classes and their prefixes .

263471

CLASS 1

The prefix for this class is md- , and it has as allomorphs,

mi~ and mws- « 'he Proto-Bantu prefix is mo- . It sheould be noted here that

all the corresponding Proto-8antu prefixes for these classes were collected

before stems with an initial consonant « These prefixes are therefore bound

te change , or have different allomorphs , especialily when they occur before

stems having an initial vowel « The basis frem which a prefix has here been

considered a basic allomorph, and therefore being the prefix, while the others

are allomorphs, is on its fregquency of ocourence in the class . HBeglow sre

exanples of the class

(6)

LY by
mo-to
Persont
mf-18nd
Woman?
4 , o
mo-kutd
15grvantt
mo-mbak}
tEider?
mii-~ny 8nd
14 an !t
mo-1{ma
1Ghost!
mw-ana
1Ehilg!e
\
mo-181}
tTeacher!

1 nouns «
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Ue realize thalt the class 7 prefix for Bakweri, which
is =lso identicsl to that of Proto-Bantu mo- , remains stable when the root
word begins with a consonant Un the other hsand, where the root word begins
with a vowel thepe occurs some labiaslization and 2 change in the vowel
/ 0 /. Instead of having a word like - mbima -, for 'Child! , we get but
mwind « It is also worthwhile noticing that the tone on the prefix is consis—

tently low « The only class with g high tone prefix s ciess 10 o

24342 CLASS 2

& o —

The prefix for this class is wa- ¢ while the correspon-~:
ding Proto-Bantu prefix is ba~- . Here also, one other significant point about
the Bakweri language must be brought out « Iff one has to consider another
typical coastal Bantu language like Dusla, with which Bakweri sharéé'anlot of
linguistic similarities, it is seen that, the prefix for this class remains
iventical o that of Proto-Bantu, which is ba- « In Balkweri, most of the / b f
sounds have been changed to a sound that could be considered =z combination
of the bilabial fricative/ B/ and the semi vowel / W / . For the purpose
of this work, and for convenience, the semi vowel / W / has been used %o

represent this sound « Zxamples of nouns from this class are the following :

(7)) wi—-t &
Persons!

wd-kAld
‘turopeens'

-~ U4
wa=-kdth
Sgrvants!

-~ Fa f‘\
wa-manyamzx
‘Hushands!?

~ £ N
wa~1imo
1Ghosts!

wi-1813
'Teachersg!

Wa~na
tChildren?
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2e3e3 CLASS 3

The class 3 prefix for Bekweri is mb~ , which also corre
gsponds to the Proto-Bantu class 2 prefix, mo- . One realizes immediately that
this prefix is identical to the class 1 prefix md- ; as such, the distinction
must be made . Generally speaking,the Bantu noun class double gender made up
of blasses 1 and 2 (i/2), contains mostly personal nouns (i.e nouns that con-
cern human beings )} e This is evident in the exanples given under classes
and 2 « Whet actually distinguishes this class 3 -prefix from the class 1 pre-
fix io the semantic content of the two classes, and the fact that nouns from
these twe classes take thedr plursl forms from two separate classes .

Below are examples of class 3 nouns .
{8) mo~k8k&
1Suggroane ?

- »
mo-komba
fEun t

mo:-1%
THi11!

-3
Hoe!

The same process that occurs in the class 1 prefix mb- ,
where before a vowel root, / 0 / may becope affected, also occurs here . For

» *
exemple, there is - mw8 for *Hoe' and not -mD8.

2434k CLASS &

The prefix for this class is mé- , and the corresponding
Protg-Bentu prefix is also me- - The following are examples of the class &

nouns 3

(2) m-kaka
'Sugarcanes!
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mé—kﬁmbé
Guns!

~ el
me-3
Hoesg!

ma-017
Hills?

2.345 cLasg B

The prefix for class 5 is 11~ ,but the corresponding Proto-
Bantu prefix for this class is le- - This prefix sppears to be vrey stable .
Whether it occurs before consonmant or vowel roots, it is not affected « Below
are exanples of nouns from this class .
( 10) 1} -kbmba
Worest!

1l-yal
Stone!t
11-p3nai
Hole!

13 -due
'Spider!
1}-gnf
‘Mirror?
13 ~wdug
'Il_ljing L]
li—ntgB
IBBdl
11-084
"Door?

rd
Ti-w3
Neck 8!

11-wadth
Cloth?

11-t6td
tHumg ( of cow )!
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The noun prefix for class 6 is ma- » This is identical to

the Protu~Bantu prefix for this classe Delow are examples of nouns from this

class

€11 ma-y &1

Ze3a7

it is common

thaugh it is

13tonest

. ma-@3nd{
Holes!

h Y
ma —WawE

Tdings®

~ hd
& ~IwE
Spiders!

ma-watl
Elothes?

~ b -
ma-wendi
tHnives!

ma-ndrgd
Heds !

-~ -
ma-gni

HMirrors!

CLASS & a._

Rlready, it has been mentioned in the introduction that
to find nouns of the ssme origin belonging to the same class,

still possible to find nouns of several origins mixed up in the

same class « Most linguists, if not all, working with the Bantu languages

have singled

out the double class gender 1/2 « Nouns belonging to this class

have, to a great extent, always maintained some stability . The nouns of this

¢lass are usually of the human nature

.

Anogther class that has acquired some particuliarity

is class ba . The prefix of  this class is also ma- ; a prefix that correspo-

rnds with thet of Proto-Bantu « This class shows some stability in terms of

both its semantic content and its prefix .

As far as the Bantu langueges are -
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concerned, it now sppears to be s universal experience for nouns of class 6@
to be liguids e«

Belaow are exampies of class 6a nouns in Bakweri .

( 12 ) ma-10ws
tater!

mé-}jé
Blood!

ma-nyangs
1Breast milk!

“« Mo
ma=-uja
Pglm oil!

ma-nyanga ngéle
tHerosens !

But not all liguids occur in this class, as could be seen in ¢

nouns 2
( i3 ) }:-38 .
Pus | ( Cl. 40 )
g-t ks (ot )
Syeat! -

Degpite the fact that the prefix of class 6 and ciass Ga are
tical, the difference between the two classes is that, while class 6 nouns
the plurals of class 5 nouns, and sre made up of nouns of diverse origins,

tlass 6a nouns are mostly liguids .

2348 CLASS 77
The prefix for nouns of this class is e- , while the ce:

esponding Proto-Bantu prefix for this class is ke~ « Some examples of nou-

from this class are the feollowing :

" ¢ 14 ) 8-1813
Duck

~ ~ Ld
g~tanda
tinsect!?
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Bmy &
ISgickt

- L.
&~ iwa
Prison!

s~tuld
!Lamp t

e-kaka
Wigt ¥

S » ~
g-whka
tCompound!?

e-1lwa
Market!

S-tbkd
1Sueat !

LY L9 ”~
2=laki
Mankey 1

e-1inge
'Shadow !

Theré is gn allomorph for the prefix of this cl:
which is y- . From the ahove exawples , we see that the noun roois all begi
with a consonant or a semi vowel « Where the noun root begins with a vowel,
the prefix in this case will be y- Examples of class 7 nouns with the y- p:
fix gre the following :

(15) y~-fndd
1hxe !
y~ali

tLgaf!?

2.3.9 CLASS B

The prefix for class 8 nouns is w2~ « The ! Proto-E:

prefix for this class is vi- « Jelow are examples s

ie) wd-whld
Wiprks!?

- .
we-1uwa
- "Markets?!

g e,
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. AT
W Bkl
Monkeys!

we-10ka
tBpttles?

~ hy b
we-kpenl
tSafety pins!

Ry b -
we~yali
tLeaves!

we-tild
L amps*

we-ye
15ticks T

\ AL
e ~yoka
1Compounds?

~ LY A3
We -y ua
‘Prisons?

we -kaka
tMats?

2.3410 CLASS S!

The prefix for this class is the homorganic nssal N- ,
having as allomorph, the i prefix « The corresponding Prote-Bantu prefix is

n- « Below are exomples of class 9 nouns @

( 17 ) mwayé
Light?

mbak}
1Cloud?

mhéndd
|Lau]l

” 4
ngalo
ILGVEI

njdkd

1Elephant?
=

njia -

'Road!
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njlla
Lion?
mbd1l
thoatt
nyaka
Cow !t

» ra
nyinya
iLouse!

ndékd
Potato!

nyama
tAnimal ( meat )
mboa
WWillage!
qgﬁli
tBelt!
ngb#
lDug T
njgz
"Tiger!
njowe
10ger?

Mere are examples of class 9 nouns with the B prefix .

(18) K3t5
‘Fence!

timb3
1Flpoor!

wanoa
1E5ush!

venjl
tCockroach!

Vs
ko
thSnail!

b
kailsdti
"Sook!

gal
Wiper!
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The prefix for thisrclaés is I-. The Proto-Bantu prefixes
are li- ne- « Exanples of nouns from this class are the following :
19 ) {-njia
. tRoads?

I d ) -
i-njie
1Dgers'

rd « ~
{-njila
tLions!

{-tamba
tHats'

{-mbd1l
'Goats®

4 AL
1-nyaka
1Cows!?

{-qgh%
lDGgs 1

{-mhénda
1L aws?

{-njdkl
it lephants?

{-nyama
Yinimals'

Fd
i-ko
Snails?

{-tdmba
1IFloorg!?

2434712 CLARES 13

The prefix for this class is yo- « The Proto-Bantu
prefix for class 13 is to- » The following are examples of nouns from this ¢

¢ 20) yO- woni
'Cariridges?
yb-10ka .
'Hottles!?
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LY s s
yO-wingo
Soxes!?

Coas
yo-~luka
'‘Rooms !

One striking point to note sbout the prefix of this class is that, it i:
possible to use the wd- prefix and come up with the same meaning . The pref:
can be used as follows :

( 21) we-ndni
. 1Birdg!

we-1ka
Dottt les!?

we=10k0
‘Rooms !

~ rd -’
w2-wango
15ogxes!

~ A
We~uonl
1Cartridges?

In this analysis, the prefix yo- has been used for class 13 so as -

make the class distinct From class B which possesses the same prefix wa- .

Ze3e13 CLASS 1k

The noun prefix for this clsss is wo~ and the allomorph is ghe o -

Proto-Bontu form is vo- « The following are examples of nouns of this class.

( 22 ) -uﬁwlbué
1Toilet!

Ly .,

wo-luue

Hlgist!
Infront of nouns having = vowel root, the wa- prefix changes to gb-

Below are examples of nouns with the gb- prefix -

" ( 23 ) gh-égé
1Snake?

gh-g
*Treet
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o34 CLASS .Ei

The prefix of nouns from class 19 is i~ , and it has as allomorph
The Proto-Bantu prefix for this class is pi~ « Exagnples of nouns from this
class are:

those having Y- as prefix,

(24 ) Yewdni
tCartridge!

A Y
i—li@éang
IHE\!’

LY
3 -n3ni
1Birpg!?

Y-1hka
tBottie!?

| 8 e o
l-Lle]gD
1Box?

those having j- as prefix,

( 25) j=0nao

- e -
j~0no
'Finger?
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CHA4RPTER THREE

CONCORD SYSTEM

in the preceding chapter, the noun classes and the noun prefixes
were discussed « This phapter will be a presentation and discussion of the
concord system « Coming at the end of the chepter will be s summary of the
prefixes of the various concords - The following concord systems will be

presented @

Mumerals : Lower numerals 1, 2 , 3, 4 .

Possessives : ‘My',"YDUT', WMHist, "ourt'(pl), 'Our?' , and 'Their! .
Demonstratives : 'This' (near), 'Thatt! (far off) .

hdiectives 3 'Gig!' , 'Small!' , 'Red' , 'Black!' .

fissociative concord -

Subject pronouns

Bbject pronouns

3a NUMERALS

The different numerals are as foallous

121 _wbwa
- " F )
130 Lueyal

s 4
it —wéni

fAs it is very ohvious, the number *i' is g singular number - It
therefore concords only with the singular clesses of this language « The
singular classes are classes 1, 3 , 5, 7 , 9 , 14 |, and 19 + They =zre
seven in sll « Hbelow are examples of nouns from these classes used with th=

nuneral 17 . ( See examples on the next page )
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h) b
mi-t0 m-2k3
(person onel

0ne person!

mu-and m-3k 5
(child wne)
t0ne child®

» P N ’
mu—kékn m=2k D
(sugarcane one)

10ne sugarcane!

ma—kbmba m-2k 3
(gun one)

One gun!

1Y-y4al 1-5kD
(stone one)
tine stone!?

13-tnf 1-3k3

(mirror one)

10ne mirror?

§-1813 y-Dk 3
(duck one)
ne duck!
&-tanda yéskﬁ
(insect one)

tine insectt

nila @{ﬁ<5
(road one)
1Cne road!

k3t 3 B-kS
(fence one)
tne fence!
wo-18wa u;—’:)k,f;
{toilet cne)

t0ne toilet?
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~ rd A ~
WO-20 w-2kD
(face one)

t0ne facef

Cl. 19 Y-ndni 3-3KS
(bird one)
10ne hird!
Y-10kd j-Ok3D
(bottle one)
"ine hottle!?

The rest of the plural numbers concord with the plural classes
which are classes & , 6 , 8 , 10 ,and 13 - As far as the numerals are conce-
rned, class 63 which is made up of liguids has been left out since Bakweri
like most other languages , does not consider liguids to be countable .

Thé following are nouns from these plural classes used with plurs

numbers « For illustration, the numbers '2' 3% and *4' have been used .

CLe 2 wa-t0 . wa-wd
(persons two)
) "Two persons!
2
WA-NA Wa-Wwa
(chidren two)

"Two children?t

’ - LY £ -~ f
wa-land wa-ydg
{women three)

tThree women®
wa-kbmd wa-yao
{slaves three)
'Three slaves!
wa-nd wa-ni
(children four)

Four children?







Cl.
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ma=y a1 ma-ni
(stones fopur)
"Four stones!
mé—@ﬁnd{ m&-ni
(Holes four)

Wour holest

wh-1818 wé-wa
(ducks twn)

Twp ducks?

we=10kd wé-ya
(bottles two)
Tyo bottlest

we-wak{ wé-yad
(monkeys three)
tThree monkeys!?

~ by Y N
we-10ka wh-yao

(bottles three)
1Three bottles!?

~ L3 r e
we-kdka wé-ni

{mats four)

'Fpur matsg!?

we-waki wé-ni
(monkeys four)

#ogur monkeys?

njléd {-wa
(road twa}
tTwo roadst
k5 {-wa
{snail . two)

"Two snailst

mbdll {-y4o
(goat three)

'Three guats!
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k5t5f—yé§
(Fence three)

'Three fences!?

Yl o Mg
njia i-nei
{road four)

"Four roadst

GL. 13 yu-~1384anY yé-wd
(keys two)
1Two keys!
yO~whngd yd-wd
(boxes two)

"Two boxes!?

yO-1dks yd-y&0
(rooms three)

"Three rooms?

y Bewdngd yd-ydd
(boxes three)
Fihree boxes!
yﬁ—li@ﬁéni yo-ni
{(keys four)
Four keys!
yO-10K yo-ni
(rooms four)

1Four roomst

3e e NUMERAL CONCORD

trom =211 these numeral constructions, the fellowing numerasl conce

ords have been ohiained for the different classes, with the exception of

plass ba ¢
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14

19

10

13
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SINGULAR CLASSES

CONCORD

PLURAL GLASSES

m™ -

my—

1h-

y\—-

CONCORD
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NUMERAL CONCORD .

Cl. EXAMPLE GLOSS (1) ydk3 (2) wbwd | (3 ) wéydd | ( 4 ) wéni
1 md-td Person m=-3k3 - - -- - -
2 wi-t 0 Persons - - Wa-w3 wa-y &0 wi-ni
3 mb-kdmb & Gun m=3k 5 - - - - - -
b mé-kdmbé Guns - mé-wa mé-y AQ mé-ni
5 13-y &l Stone 1-3k% - - - - - -
6 ma-yal Stones - - md -3 md-y 40 mé-n{
7 2-121a Duck y-3k3S - - - - - -
8 wi-121a Ducks - wé —d wé-y &0 wé-ni
9 njtia Lion mlmxu. - - - - - -
10 njlla Lion ' {ewd {-yd0 T-ned
13 yi- 10k Rooms - - ) yG-y 80 yd-ni
(" wd-10wd Toilet w3k 3 - - - - - -
19 J-mdn{ Bird =33 - - - - - -

TRABLE 3.1
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As could be seen from the table, the different numerals used are
i1 2y 3% and 'L L A% this level again , one notices that glass 1
and class 3 have an identical concord . The difference betwsen these two
classes had been brought but in chapter two -

Une other pertinent point to note here is that, the numerals of

Bakweri are paost nominal 4 as could be seen from the examples that have been

used o

3.2 PUOSSESSIVES

+

The possessive stems that zre used here are the following :

'”V"
Waour$
'DLII‘t
HigT
iTheir?

Wour? (plural)

These possessives are used with nouns of the different classes

found in Bekweri . This is exemplfied in the following constructiens acco-

rding to the various noun classes .

CLe 1 mé-14nd w-dm}
(woman CM. my)
My womant

3

mO-kome w-ami
(slave CM. my)

1y slave!

mO-14n3 w-angS
(woman CMe your)

Wour woman!?



CL.

LR

mb-k tme m—éggé
(slave OCM. your)

tYour slave!?

mo-kémé w-éni
(slave CM. his)
His slave!
mo-mbak{ w-éni
(elder EMe his)
Hig slave?
mb-komé w-dzd
(slave CMa our)
10ur slave!?
mO-mbak{ w-gzd
(elder CM. our)

0ur elder?

mo-mbaki w-&nyd
(elder Cia your(ple)

Wour elder!

A N I'd '
ma~k Ome w—anyud
(slave CMe your(ple)

Wouyr glave!

mo-kOme  w-dwl
(slave CM. their)
MTheir slave!
mo-mbak{ w-dud
(elder ©Me their)
"Their elger!

WwA-nd w-&ml
(children CM. my)
Yy children?
wh-14nd w-amJ
(women CMe my)

My women!
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Wa-na u—éﬁgéf
(children CM. your)
Wour childrent
wd-14na u?éggé
(women CM. your)
Wour women!
wi-nd w-éni
(children CMe his)

His children!

! AR -
wa-1and w-ini
(women CMe his)

MHis women!

v s i 4
wa-na w-azuy
(children CMe our)

'Dur children!
wa-1and w-azd
{women GMe our)

Wyur women®
s s /4y
wa-nz w-anyu
(children CMe your(ple))
Your children!
wi-1dnd w-dnyd

(women LM. your{pl.))

wiA-nd w-sud
(children CHMe their)
"Their children!
wa-14nd w-dud
(women M. their)

'Their women!?

CLe 3 MmO=kekd mu—dnl
(sugarcane CMe my)

"y sugarcane!




- 48 -

X / RS
mo-z18 mw-aml
( file CM. my)
1y File!

o=k Ok & mw—ébg5
(sugarcane CHM. your)
Ypour sugarcane!
mﬁ—kﬁmhé'mu-éggﬁ ,
(gun - CM. your)

"Wour gun!

) g s P4
mo-komba mu-azd
(gun CMe our)
'Cur gun!?
~ 'y 5o
mo-z10 Mu=-aZu
(file CHM. our)

tOur File?

mo—k6ko mw-eni
(sugarcane CH. his)
fHis sugarcane!
mO-k Bkmba mu-&ni
(oun CM. his)

tiig gun?

mo-koka mu—éhyd
{sugarceane CM.your(pl.))

*Your sunarcane!

mB—kSMbé'mm-éhyﬁ
(gun CHe your(pls))

Your gun!

mO—kdkd mu-dud
(sugarcane CM. their)

ttheir sugarcane!

mo-komba mu—éﬁ&
(gun CMe their)

Their gun!
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Cle & me-kokd mé-&ni
(sugarcanes CM. FMy)
1y sugarcanes!

~ b ri # b
me-komba mé-ami

(guns "CMe my)

My guns!

me -k Ok mé—égg5
(sugarcanes CMs your)
Wour sugarcanes!

me -k ombd mé~-dng3
{quns CM. your)

*Your guns'!

mé -k okd m-&ni
(sugarcanes LMa. his)

His sugarcane!

~ A~ / - rd
me-komba m-éni
(guns  GMs his)

tis guns?

v LA
me-kdkd mu-dz4
(sugarcenes CM.our)

10ur sugarcanes!?

me=lk¥mbd mu-dzd
{guns CHe our)

tbyr guns!

m3-kokd muw-dnyd
(sugarcanes 0Ms your(pls))

Wour sugarcanes!

me-kOmbd muw-dny i
(quns oM, yaur (pl.))
Wour guns!

04 -

réd £ 4
me-kako me-aul

(e

(sugarcanes CH. their)

'Their sugarcanes!




Ci.
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me-kimha mé-dwi
{guns LMe their)

'Their guns!?

Jdi-komba 1-&md
(forest LMe my)
"y Porest?
12-y4Y 1-4n}
(stone CMe my)

My stone?
1-kémbd 1-dpg
(forest GM. your)

Wour farest?
li—yéi 1—55g5
(stone CM. your)

Wour stone!

13 kdmbd 1-4n{
(forest OCMe his)

tHis Forest!

11-y4l 1-én{
(stone ©SM. his)

tHis stone!

131-kdmba 1-dzd
(forest EM. our)

10ur forest!

li—yéi 1-4zh
(stone CM. our)

Jur stane!

13-k dmbd 1~ényﬁ
(forest OM. your(pl.))

Your forest?
15—951 l-énvﬁ
{stone OMs your(pl.))

"Wour stone!



e

11 -kbmba 1-du
(forest OMe thier)

tTheir Forest!?

N-y8l 1-dut
(stone LUM. their)

Their stone!

LA £y
CL. 6 ma~komba m-ami

(forests CMe my)
idy forests!
ma-yal m-dm3.
(stones CHMe my)

My stones!

m3-kdmbl m-4ng 5
(Ferests GM. your)

*Your forests!?

Ly £y 4 4
ma-y&i m-aggd
(stones Gi¥e your)

Wour stones!

ma—kdmba m-&ni
(forgsts OMe hisg)
*His foresrts!
ma-yal m-éni
(stones CHM. his)

His stones!?

ma~kombd m-dzd
(forests Tie our)

tUur forepsts!

* % ) f
ma-yal m-azu
{(stones CHM. our)

10ur stones!




mi-kdmbh m-anyd
(forests CHe your(pl))

Your fForests!

~ Y r ’
ma~yal m-anyu
(stones CM. your(ple)

Wour stones!

+ ’ h) LA
ma~komba m-awd
(forests CM. their)
"Their foresis!

“ Iy LA 4
ma-yal m-awd
(stones CM. their)

1Their stones!?!

CL. Ga ma-1dwd m-dml
(water CM< my)
My water!
mé—ijé m—am}.
(bload M. my)
"My blood!

by N\ L 4 £
ma-luwa m-ang?
(water Cie your)

“Wour water!

v %o L ¢ 4
ma~-1ja m-ango
(blood M. your)

Wour blood!?

mi-10wd m-azd
(water GHe our)
Our water?
mi-1j8 m-gzd
(hlood CM. our)
1Our blood?

N NS Ff
ma-luwa m-eni
(water UM his)

His water!?
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. s s
ma~1ja m-enl
(hlood CM. his)
his blood?

ma-10wd m-dnyd
(water OMe your(ple))

Wour water!

L T 4 f f
ma-1j4 m-anyd
{(tlood CM. your(ple))
Your blood!

mi=10wd n-dwd
(water CM. theiwr)
ITheir water?
ma-%ja m—dad
{(blood CH. their)
Wheir bloed!

2-11ngge y-ami
(shadow U¥. my)
My shadow?
gewdki y-dml
Gnonkey CMe my)

iy monkey !
é-liggé yméggﬁ
(shadow THMe your)
Wour shadow!?
g~wik{ y-angs
(mankey CH. yaur)

Wour monkey!

é-liggé y-tni
(shadow Cile his)
'His shadow!?
&-wdki y-tni
(monkey CH. his)

*His monkey !




- Bl

- Y 5 L
e—llggg y—azy
(shadow GMe ouz)

10y shadow!

A
g-wakl y-dzd

(monkey CHe our)

é—lﬁgg%_y—ényﬁ
(shadow CM. your{pl.))

Wour shadow !

pewaki y-anyd

(monkey CM. your(ple))
"our monkey !
é-liggé y—Auwd

(shadow CM. their)
"Their shadow!
S-waki y-Awd

(monkey CM. their)

ITheir monkey !

Cle 8 we~kaka wo-dnl
(mats DMe my)

Iy matsg?

Y T
we-wakl ye-omi

(monkeys GHe my)

wi -k ué-éggf
(monkeys CH. your)

Wour monkeys!

h XA , £ 7/
we-kalka we-angd
(mnats  Cie your)

Your mats?

LU S s f
we=kaks w-éni
(mats CiHe his)

THis mats!?




CL.
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we-waki w-éni
(monrkeys CMe his)
His monkeys!
we-kaka wé-dz0
{mats CHe pur)

10ur mats?

(mats CMe yeour(pl.))

Wour mats?

we-wak{ wé-anyd

(monkeys OMe your(pl«))
Wour monkeys!

we—kakd wé-dui

{(mats [Mas their)

ITheir mats!?

~ ~ [ 4 - foor
We=wakl we-awu
(munkeys CM. their)

fTheir monkeys!

mbda y-dml
(village CM. my)
My Village!

mbéd y-angs
(village Cilsyour)
Wour village!
mbéd y-éni

{village CM. his)

MHis villane!
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kv —anyd
(snail CM. your(ple))

Woaur snail!?

kD y=dzil
(Shail CM. our)

tlur snail!

mbhod  y-dzih
(vi llage CMe ‘[}hBii‘)

Their village!

ClL. 10 {-mbda j-dmd
(villages EMe my)
"My villages!

{-k3 j«éggﬂ
. (snails CM. your)
Wour snalls!
{-mhoa j-éni
(villages CMe his)
fHis villages!?
k3 j-dzd
(snails CM. our)
t0ur snails!
{x3 j-ényé
(snails CMa your(ple))
Wour spails!
{-k3 j-dui
(snails CM. their)

'Their snails?

CL. 13 yo-ndn{ wé-dnt
(birds CM. my)
MMy birds!?
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RN Y
yo-nanl wi-angd
(birds  CMe your)
Wour birds!?
y&-noan{ y-éni
(birds CHMe his)
tHis hirds!
y&-ndn{ wé-4zd
(birds OCM. our)

1Our birds?

~ s r oz
yo=-10kid wé-anyu

(rooms CMe your(pls))

“Your roomst
yo-10kl y-—dud
(rooms OCM. their)

"Their rooms!

Cl. 14 mE-léué wW—ami
(toilet CM. my)
Wy toilet!?

wd-1bws unéggi
(toilet CMe. your)
Wour toilet!
wo=1bwd w-dni
(toilet OCM. his)
Hig toilet!?
wWo-10wé w-azd
(waist CM. our)
tWur waist!?
wo-1dwé w-anyd
(waist OM. your(pl.))
Wour waist!?
wo-1twé w-dud
(waist CM. their)

‘THeir walst?
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CL.19 1-ndni j-an}
(birgd LMe my)
My birds!t

i-ndn{ j-angd.
(bird OM. your)
Wour bipd?
1-nani j-dzd
{(pird ©M. our)
tyr bipd?
Y-1oko j-éni
(room ©M. hisg)
tHis room!
Y-rdni j-dnyd
(Bird CMe vour(pl.))
WYour birdt
I-10kd j-Awd
(room CMe their)

t Their room?

34l PUSSEGSIVE -CONCORD

The possessive concord as could be got from the constructions of

the various classes 3is as follows :

OL. CONCORD
1 w’-
2 W~
3 mu’ -
& né -, mu -
5 14.-
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CL.. CONCORD

Ga m’ -

7 ye-

8 wh - , W=
3 V7=

10 e

13 WE -y~
14 =

19 57-

From the above analysis, one realizes immediately that most of the
classes have an identical possessive concord « Llasses 1, 2 and 14 have
the same concord « The sane is also true of classes b.and 6a, 7 and 9, 8
and 13, and finnally, classes .10 and 19 .

Just like the numeral, the possessive in Bakweri is post-nominal «

The possessive stems are represented in the language as follows :

Fnl - Wiy

éng3 -fYour!

anyd - tYour(ple)t

s .
aut - "Their?

The tone for the possessive concord is highs The accompanying table

illustrates the possessive concord in Hakweri .



T )
GL. EXAMPLE GLOSS MY 1  WOURY 1HIG JaiE WOUR(PL.Y | "THEIR:
\ 4y ’ r £
1 mé-1dna Woman Weaml w-angs w-&ni w-dzd ezms%ﬁ W= Bt
2 wd-nd Chilcgren we-ami w=-angad w-én{ w-3z0 W-gny we gl
3 mo-kékd Sugarcane mw-&nl my=3ngs mw-&ni M-8z M-y mu= 3w
Eia,
a\ - - ’ r ra
b mE~kokd Sugercanes mé~dm} mé-gngs m-éni mu=-aza M =&ny mé=-&wl
Y ) -, - o
5 11ekdmba Forest 1edml 1-dngs 1-éni 1-3z4 1-&nyd 1-aud
h 3 ' b4 :
6 ma~y &3 Stones m-&mi m-&ngs m~éni m-gz1l m=anyd m=Fw
A - s rd Il L r 2 s
Ga ma-t354 8lood m-dm} m-ang3 m=&ni M=BZ 0 =B T e
! b3
s LY ; ¢ 2 B 7
g 7 Bmwdki Monkey y-&mi 1 y=angd y~éni y=azll y=3nyQ V=2l
, —
. S . ”’ 14 » P ’» ” ; - a "
8 we-waik{ Monkeys wé-aml we-dnps wwénf wé-gzut wé-anyl | wa-zun
2 mbda Vill Y N\EW 4 z o
illage - y-angs ~&n{ -azd L
y y-azu y=-anyd Y=gl
i0 i~mbda :H.._..._.mmmm LA ) . s
e -aml - O 4 . 7 4
J J=8ngo J=eni Jeazd urm:<& J=2unf
. 13 yG-n3ng B1 L e .
. . irds waegmd We-dngd yv-én{ Ay .
aml e azu . Em!mﬂ_(C (lm\ED.
14 wo-1dug s f el
=0 ’ - Ty 4 - 4
g Toilet Wegms u=~angs W-&rni W=az1 Elmzcm AR
13 1-n3n{ Birg fedmd AN, . T L . .
| non{ J~ami | J-ang> J=én{ J-dzu m\,mlmzcc J=duf

TRBLE 3.2 -
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3.3 DEMONSTRATIVES

The Bgkweri language has tyo types of demonstratives : the closer
(near) dimension and the far off dimension . The far off dimension is auay
from the two speskerse The demonsiratives have been used in the following

sentences according te the different noun classes :

’ rd I &
CL. 1 ong mo-léna -
iThis woman

C4)

/ I ‘£ ;Lo
ongo mo~-lana

That woman!

Ele 2 w-any wa-land
(CHe these women)

These women!?

m-éggé Wa —¥3
(CHMe those children)

'‘Those children?

CLe 3 m-and mo-komha
(CHs this gun)
iThis gun!

m-0ngd mo-kombd
(EM. that gun)
tThat gun!

Cl. & m-gng me-komba
( CMs these guns )

"These guns!
~ ~ 1 ™~ s
m-enge mz-komba
(CHe those gquns )

Those guns'!



]

™

i

)
-

W

CL.

CLeBa

CL.

1-1n}

62

1} ~kSmba

{CMe that forest)

» - ;
m—anb ma-y éi

(CM. these stones)

These stones!

m-ané ma-yai

(CMa those stones!

[84]

P R
Ll ia

e

(CM. these mats)

'These mats!

w=2nué wE-~Kaka

(CM. those mats)

tThose mats!?

and njitd
tThis Toeu?

[
[1:F]
jua
[N
il
Qls,

-
-
or
f
ct

]
[2)
ot
Ct.



CL. 10

CL. 13

Lo

08 4
i a H

D
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inl njléd

"These roads!

b Y TS
g fnijio
iThose roads!?

W-sne wd-ndnf
(CM. these birds)

tThese birds?

N
w-Bnoé we-ndni

(CM. those birds)

1 Those hirpds!?

iggt I-n3ni

{thet bird)}

'"That bird?

DEMONSTRAT JVE CONGORD

From these eonstructions, the dercnsiTat

is as follows :

[N}

=~ i ] l
£
!

ms =

Fia

v



ClL. CONCORD
5 1%~
& me -
Ba me—
& 'u.:”"
i3 W -
14 W’ -

The principal concord is w- which is the concord for clssses 2,
8,13, =nd 14 « From these constructions, one realizes that the stems of

sen in which these npuns 21l .

comes before the noun « As could be seen

and 10 .have no demonstrat

¥

{ Teble nn the neAxt pape)
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DEMONSTRAT IVE CONGORD

™

Cl. EXAMPLE (3..088 YIRS THAT 1 FTHESE v "THOSE

1 mG~1dnd Woman Snid drg6 - -

P4 wa~1#1Enad Wamer - - Wednit E..ma@m_,
3 MO~k tmb sy Gur: M= m--trig§ - - - -

4 me-~komhea Gurs - o n-gng stmwm%
5 1} ekdmba Forest 1=%ni 1-iné - - -
6 .sw..cmw. Stones - o m=gnt Me=ané

i s N .y P —_
Ba ma-1jé Eloar M= &L m-énga - - -

7 g-13ngd Shadouw 2ne Enge . - - -

) We~kAlks Mazg o - - W-@ré W-2nge

9 njtd Read gnd wuwm - - -

10 njld Road - - - - ini mmmw

13 We=n nd Birds - - w-2né w-engé
14 WO= 10w Toilel W0 Elmuwm - - -

19 Y-ndn{ Hizd 1n) Il .. - -

TABLE 3,3
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3.4 ADJECTIVES

The adjectives that have heen used hrer in the analysis are the

following :

f Big!
$Small?’
101ack "
1Red?
The stems for these adjectives in the language are :
WBig? nd€ng

t5mall? zall
Y31 ook d {nda

Rad! téya

These adjectives have been used as follows @

Cle 1 N
mB-14nd mo-ndénd

(woman  CM. big)
1H4 1
¢ 5) Hig woman
ma-land mo-zall
(woman  OM.small)
1Small woman?!
mo-land 3-{nda
{woman UMa black)
tBlack woman?
Mmo-t3 A-thya
(person CM. red)

"Red person!

oL, 2 wa-14nd wi-ndene
(women LMe big)

"Big women?
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wa-lang wa-zall
{(wemen CMa smazll}

15mall woment

wa~-nNa w-inda
(children CM. black)
tBlack children?
wi~14nd wd-téya
(women  UMs red)

tRed women!

Gle 3 md-kdkd md-ndeng
(sugarcane GLMe hig)
1Big sugsrcane!
mb-koko mo-zall
(sugarcane CM. small)
15mall sugarcane!
mi~komba mo-téya
{gun CHMs red)
tRed gun?

mo~kokd muw-{nda
(sugarcane M. black)

'Black sugarcane?

CL. & mé-komhd mé-ndént
(quns CHae big)

'Big guns't

me-kombd mé-za1}
{(guns CHMe small)

'Smnall guns!

mé-kombd mw-{ndsa
(guns CMe hlack)

"Hlack guns!
mé~kekd mé-téya
(Sugarcanes CH. red)

'Red sugarcanes!?!
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CLe 5 11-0@d 1i-ndéng
{doaor CM. phig)
'8ig doors!
13-6g4 i1
{dopr [OM. &mail
Small

- LY - £ - -

1i-8gni ii-teys
(mirrar £M. red)
tRed mirror?

11-608 l-inda
(door EM. hlack)

"Black door?

£l

Ch
=
e
]
ih}
)
il
I
o}
L
(i
e

{doors LM. red)

tRgd doors!?

tSmall hiocod!?

Ma

) 3
-i

i

~ P )
m ma_teyﬁ

Cadn

{blood CM. red)
thed blood!?

'81ack blood?




Ele 7 B-kakd naéng

{mat big)
18ig mat?
S-kaka zail
(mat  small)

1Small mat?

(mat CMe black)}

tBack mat!

CL. 8 b A LY

i
=
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'Bilack lion?

Ct. 10 {1 ndené
{snails bik)

%

L]
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wo~1bwé wo-zaii
(tﬁilet CMe small)
'Small tollet!
wo-10us wh-téya
(tcilet CMe red)
Red toilet?

wi=10ud w-fnda
(toilet EMe bilack}
tBlack tojilett

ClL, 19 Y-ndni ndéne
(bird big)
184g bird?

. & %L
j-non1 zail

3ebe1 ADJECTIVE CONCURD

L. CONGURE
2 wa -, wi-
3 md -, mu- -
4 ME =, M -
5 13 -, -
&6 ma -y M7=
ba



~
rr
}.—3
o
0
~
i
o
[m}
=1

ya”
]

Cle CONCORD

7 g -, Yy -
8 WE =, W
3 H -5 V7~

Y

i3 ¥y& = ¥~
-

14 WS W’ ~

\ iy

19 1 -y j7-
The classes all have mozg than ens nnncerd. Most often, this
n a vowel is deleted in the context of & segusnee of identical

- ia -3 ot g 3 T T4 e
Some of the sdisctive stems sre used directlyv with the noun
S sz S S
conenrd - {njild ndEme

35

oL, 2

[x)

ASSOCIATIVE CONCORD

Le ]

tht ainahle

; = » - +
{ & ) mu-and u-dng Semd=1

{chiidy AYe
6 The womant's chlidt

M

W-kdmd w-dmd S-mi-lan

{sleves AM. woman)

The womanis siaves®

from the following consir-



CL.

Cla

Ci.

-CL.

i3
~

n

9]
[
[

CLa

[
1

N
m

-~

[

ol
1}

13

1L

- T3 -

" 4 g oA e L d
mo-kombd mu-ama &-mo-land

(gun M, woman)
The womzan's gun!

mé=-kdmbd mé-ams &-mO-1&nd

(quns  AM. woman)

Pyt ALY
God E Woman;

3
tThe woman's blood!

njid y-dmé -mo-idnd
(road AMe woman }
tThe woman's roed!
{-nild j~cmd d-nd-1dnd
(roads AM. weaman)

fThe womante roszdsg?

The womants birds!
o PR a or
wh-iowa w-Ama e-mi-lana
{toilet AMe woman)

1The woments toilaet?



EL.

(%)
(8}

19

{bird

tThe womants bird?

The =zsspoiative concord i

-

3]

[%2]

wd

[ws]

s
[ju]

3
W

ra

—
)

SUBJECT PRONDUN

The subject pr

m
I
B

B

Q

m
o
m

CONCORD

Cas

noun could be got

person, servant)

from the following

=g~
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CL.3 mE  makpd

11t fellt! (sugarcane, gun)

CL. & wé  makpd
*They fell® {suparnanes; guns)
F a h
oLe 5 11 makpa
It fellf (spider, mirror;
Id ~ ’
Cl. & ma makps

tThey fell' (spiders, mirrors)

I ¢
ot 7 & makpa
tIt fell!' {(mat,monkeys)
0i. B wi makns
tThey fell! (monkeys, sticks)
- ¢ -+,
. g [=2 H =L Ly =
11t fell! (cow, goet)
CL. a0 { mdkpd
i?hef $911= ( DS {_;_i;;?j‘i'.s,
ﬁ.% - ‘,3 A=) "“'-"!-("WE;
They fellrt (hoxse, bottles
OL. 19

Belrmus are the subject pronsuns @

Cl. PRONDUN
i ) o e
rd
2 wEg -
3 mGE -
.
L g =
& I
5 i1 =
-
6 ma -
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cL. . PRONCUN

- - - \n (8s
& L ]

£ € [ad =
0y, O \ -~
1 f ]

-t
[Us]
im
H]

Wwith the exception of class 1, the subject pronouns for all

the clssses have a high tonee In Bakweri, the subject pronoun comes Letore

the noun « The copstructicns hesve heen made in such s wey thad the fitd or
tThey! refers to the nouns in brackeis .
37 BEICLT conGhORDE
g e e————
The zentenoes below 1llustrste the obisct coneord

L. 1 nd ma mu—Eng

'I saw him' (servant, child)

-
Cle 2 nd md w-ené
{8 *I sas thes' {servsnte, children)

VI sz it (hoe. oun)

Cle & nad ma w-fme

I saw them! (hoes, guns)

- 4
LJL. 5 E‘ié fﬁé e !E
'l saw ittt {{spider, mirror}
El. & 3 md -Emg
El. na ma w-gmg

'I saw them' (spiders, mirrors)
CLe G& . na ma w-gtné

tI saw it' (water, blood)



CLe 7 na m-gng

' sgw it! (duck, mat)
CL. & nd m-gng

'] cos them! (branches, monkeys)
CL. 9 nd m-gné

Cle 1G nd md wging

'l sas them! (cows, snails)
GL- 13 ng m.éné
1T ==z them! (hottles, hoxes)

CLe 14 nd m-Eng

T oo IEY fro2)oa Fored
- S8 it VvRliisy, TEne’
CL 3 &
« 19 na m_ené
. sa s o . \
*Logsw 1td {koy_ bottle)
Tk roncoTds ors dhe Fadimiimm =
il webmbliean OUE i YO aDWD L —
Cl. CUNCURD
—_——

Z WY -

3 mY-.

& v

c mY -

6 Ve

ba WY

7 Y -

8 m® -

o N

=z mY -~

10 LY

]

i3 m* -

14 -

19
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The object concords are alternating beiween w- and m- for the
different classes . The constructions are fairly the ssme with some differ-

ences in the introduction of mé-~ Or B lengtbening af the vouel .

—
Y wd (-9 PN Y2 e ~2 3] (=] (414 g Lt n = o3
[te} -+ [=] = o l.“
=
E = H =g H = E 3 I:Z:
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3.8 ANALYSIS OF THE CONCUORD SYSTEM

Except for the demonstrative, the numeral, possessive and adject-

ive sre poat nominal o For exemple, we have,
& Exp-t 2 DN

wa~lang we-ngent

181y women?
- . F A

wa-na w-au‘;

tHis children!?

Mast of the forms agree with the nominal class of the noun that

is used » This ozn he seen in these sentences 3

g~
1

[«1%

£
1
~xoko m

M«

m

My sugarcanes®

m
Jand
in
[
"
+
o
m
I
]-—l
21}
A
il
3
o
3
a
]
-4
']
=
[}
T
=}
~a
ck
T
a
1
i
m
:
n
i
e
3
]
R

P .\ N
CLb me-kOk0 mé-fmé &-mG=1léna

The womanfs sugarcanes’
LAY F  F Ed -
CL. 6 ma-komba meamd S-mo-ldna
1The womanls forests?

For the possessive, whether the possessor is a maie oOr 3 fem:

the form remsins the same -

[l
o
[t
i
Jut]
ot
0]
]
0
o]
=
3
=]
A
et
=}
-t
[
3
3.
9]
ey
m
=
n
]
el
)
o
1]
o
|
[is]
=4

some classes e

tiigt the Bakueri lang

-h
0
=
'“
Jobn

l

(]
i
o
(w3
H
[
4]
e
)

=}
ot

)
3
m
o
L]
[=s
P

1]

[

=y

A

[

i

[£<]

rt

m

(o

[}

1
i}

o
[y
joc}

2l
w0
]
H

oF
=
)
|
o+
pata
3
o]
]

ntexts is

concerned, it is realized that there are instances where the last tone of z

= -

noun spreads Over t0 the #oncord MeDKer .
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mé-14nd mb-zall
Small woman!

11-3B4 1-4mé &-mo-1éna

In the first exsmpie, the last tone of mo-lgn2 spresds over to
the congord{adie) mo -§ whils in the second example, the last tone of li-oBa
which ié high spreads over tn'the associagtive marker 1 - o Bince these tones
appear to change freely without any conditioning, it becomes difficult to
pastulate any nominal tonal rule for this language « There sre even situa-
tions where sounds are lengthened, giving rise to cunicur tonEs -

Y ) ’
na m-E£ng

I sed $t? {mirror -~ LL. 5)

F
m@ﬁna

] sowm it® {gun’

f

s
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CHARTER FOUR

BENDERS AND THEIR SEMANTIC TONTENT o

K gender has already been defined as the singular and plural form
of nouns =zs brought out by their prefixes ( or sufixes ) « When thié is the
situation, we talk of double class genders « We must not however ignore the
Fact that there are stme nouns that donot have the singular/plural distinct.
Consider the case of mass nouns or liguids such as water or oil . These can-
not be counted and therefore cannot have plural forms . Such nouns fall ano
those that make up the singlé class genders, as opposed to the double élass
genders, where the singular/plural distinction is explicitly marked . Apart
from these liquid nouns,we also have abstract and verbal nouns (nouns deriv:
from verbs ) that cannot he counted .Though they may not be zansidéred 85
making a class of their own, it is very unlikely that they be grouped with
nouns that make up the double class genders .

Below is =an elshorate discussion of these two dif fernt kinds of

genders in Bakweri,befinnlng with the deuble class gender .

a1 DOUBLE CLASS GENDERS

From the findings of this study, it has been discovered thst
Sakweri has seven double tlass genders « These have been displayed as follo
in the accompanying table :
the column to the left of the table is that of singular classes . The
column to the right of the table is that of plural classes »The lines conn:

ing the various classes fnpdicate the various pairings that make up double

class genders in Bakweri .
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DOUBLE CLASS GENDERS

2
A
-~ B -
7 8 -
h 13
9

Tahle be1
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Ag the table shows, there are seven double class genders in

Bakweri as Tollows :

Duuble class gender 1/2
Double class gender 3/&4
Double class gender 5/6
Double class gender 7/8
Double class gender 9/10
Double class gender 14/6

Double class gender 19713

bate : GENDER 1/2

mo=/wi-
This gender is made up of nouns designating penple . Below are

examples of nouns that mazke up this gender :

’i \- b3
1) mo-ta Person{s)!
wa-to
g-1an
m ana Woman fwomen) !
wa-lana
mo-katu
tServant (s)?
wa-kuta
mb-kome
151lave(s)!
wa~k cme
Y LN
mo~11mo tGhost (s)
wa~1imd '

mb-mbak{ ' lder(s) ¢

wa-mhak{
LY .y
o-lel
mo-1ell tTeacher (s)!
wa-1lell
WA
mu=ana 1Child(children) !
wa-na
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o2 GENDER 3/4
mo~/me
This gender is marked by s crussfclassificaticn of certain object:

Various divisions are possible, but membership in this class could be charsc

terized in the following way @

( a) Long thin objiects.
(2) mb-toni Pestie(s) !
. L] by
me-toni
L1 L
ma-15qg3 ___'Cane rope(s)®
mé—lfggs
b > ~
mo~zihaa 1Thraed{s) !
mé-ziggé
(b)) Body Parts
A A} \
mo-vembe Mosels) !
“ rd rd
mz~-vembe
sy -
mo-z1za Wein(s) !
me-ziz4
(e) Natural Ubjccts
\' 1(
moz-i1 Hill{s) !
A W
me-~0li
(g) finimals, Insects and related Objects
1 Y ~
mo~1€qgu 15heep’
mé—légg&
md-ngd tCaterpillar{s) !
mé—ﬁggg
M~ 1Bead(s)
me ~ngu
L3 LY rl
mo-kaomb & 1Gun (s) 1

LY
ma2—komh3a
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L. -~ -~
mi-zewa tHorn (s) |
me—-zawa
(e ) Nouns derived from verhs
mo-1211 Food!
me-1&1%
. mo-zango
4 1Judgement !
me~zanga
LY t\ Vd
mo-tango tQuarrel!?
mé-téggé
metez Itk
- 15jcknesg?
mEmz1U
\
mo-z3kd
. 1Song{s) !
ma—zbkd
(7)) Miscellaneous
- df
ma-ndo tHandle(s)!
r'a L4
me~ondo
mb-1dni t 01d age’
- LY 3
me-=loni

L] s
mo~Z10 File(s)!
——e e
P
10

md-zings
~ange MNail(s)!?

me-zingé

Lela3 GENDER 5/6
13-/ ma-

This gender is made up of nouns of different origins as follows

(31 <« a) Natural Objects

3 A Fl
11-Bongi Hole(s) !

et e et e

méuﬁsnd{
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]—J
He
1
LIRS
[l od

3
e
|
w o=
V1N
[l d

15tone(s) !

( b)) Body Farts

o+ o
1{~zfinga *Tooth (beeth)

. RY
ma-zonga

R

-l

o,

1 WNegk (s) 1

=
o,
U

-l

ot

» L
1-am 1aw(s)!
i

e e

a:

3

. -~ \ k
ll—wbggnggﬁ Wnee{s)!

mé—ignggS

Ear(s)!?

‘Foot (feet) !

\
1}~v3mbo .
1Brain(s)

ma-v3mbd

(o) Household Ubjects

1i-awa 1Broom(s) !

ma —wdwa
11-n3 95
U 1Bed(s)
~ \
ma-n3nga
I'd

by
li-én Mirror(s}?

“ Y

. rd
ma-Enl

1Y -vanyd
y Water guard(s)?

ma~vanya

(d) Plant Life

bt
v
1
=
-
O

"Mamicoco !

—————— v ————

El
o)
{
A~
e
O

Yoot

[y
]

E

U’

=

-

"pumpkin(s)’

|
[
1

E.

o

£,

e



(e)

(7))

(g

- B7 -

li—ggalé 'MangU(ES)

l\ “
i-na Name (s) !
- L3
ma-na
13 V{E
1 Knowledge®
~ £y
ma-vie
LY -
Hi-ua tMarriage(s)!
ma-wa

Man-made ltems

“
131-kak3 18ridge (s}t
ma-k ak 3

LY h -’
ll—OPa tDoor (s) !

~ L3 Pd
ma~ofa

Miscellaneous

li—tﬂmbé Tribe(s) !
ma-timbé

\ L.

li-kije 1Corner(s) !

5 £ f T ———————

ma~kijo

b Y .

1i-tove 1Chaff(s) !
ma-tive

LY 4 P

1x-tonge tBackyard(s) !
mé—tﬁggﬁ

» -

1i-waug Wing(s)!
A —wAWE

bl - “

1i-~wate (Cloth (s)
ma—watd

» Fd

=139t
= u% t tDresss(es)!
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li-\zé
E Tuwin(s)t
ma~-gzg '
S rd s
12-tusd Hump (of cow) !
ma-tltd
betel GENDER 7/8: &—/uwd-

Npuns found in this gender are grouped as fbllows:

(4 ( a) PAnimsls and Birgds

g-wak{ Monkey {s) 1
e-1813 1Duck (s) 1

10wi(s)!

(b)) Plant-relpted Iltems

- rd 4

e-kaka 1Branch (es) !
we-kakd '
B-ye 158ick(s) ?
we=-yé

( ¢ ) House Items and related Objects

e—~10ka tBottle(s) !

tGrater(s)!

+ * L
E-z&0DENL
~ 4 . ) ISiBVE(S)'
we-zeghgni

» LIRS
e~waka 1Compound{s) 1



(a)

(e)

CF)

- B89 -

.
g-kaka IHB"C(S} 1

Y b ~
& =l Owa .
tPrison{(s)

X N
we ~wyouwa
Instruments

“~ Y L}
e~Z2azbDani
WCombh (s) !

we-zazdanl

Watch (es) !

e

~10314
5-16a1

O Qi

Y
a

&

Body~reiated Items

t8one(s) !

. 15car(s) !

Miscellaneous

s-tandd tInsect (s}

we~tanda

’

,
e

[oR)
~

ki

e
o

1Shell{s)?
ké

{Os

r by
Wikl

g~z&mbéa
TeETEEE Anthill?
we~zembea

WPlace(s)?

WMarket (s)?

Earring(s) '

-

we-wazdlitd

Bz £1€ndé
. Ao Cricket
wanzglEndé ricket(s)
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beTe 5 GENDER 9/10
N/~

This gender appears to be the largest of all the genders, conts
ing a wide range of nounse Most animals are found in this gender « The nou

hgve the following groupings @

(5) (82 Animals

o) -
nj=ka 1E1ephant (s) 1

{-njdkd

T
njsta ilLion(s)?®
f-njlla

Lol

mboll 1Goat (s) !
f—mbﬁli
nyaka Cow(s) 1

' LT
1-nyaka
nyinyd

yiny Louse(lice)?
{-nyinyd
mgb8 1Dog(s) !
{-mghd
njuwe 1Dper(s) 1
f~njows
k> 15nail(s)?
P Id

“kD
DQUB |Pig(5) 1
i—ggﬁé
njika

J tBuffalo(s) !
rd . f N

-njika

{b) Human

nyuwe tOrphan{s) !
i-nytwe

mbény{

Mate(s)?

Hegler(s)?




(c)

(d)

(e)

- 91 =

ny ango __ wiother(s)"®

{-nyéggd
LY d hY

g2ndd 1Girl(s)?

P Y 4

i-ngonds

Body Parts

wand tMouth (s !

————— . ——

{-wana

njdngd Navel(s)
{-njtgad

7 ~
ngénda 'Fingernail(s)?
P /N
i-nganda

L3 rd
mhombd iForehead(s) !
{-mhdmb3

LYz
ny aB&Be 'Armpit (s)!
{-ny 3Bage

\ \
ngenge 1Chest (s)!
{-ngénge

I I
mbanda 1Buttocks!
{-mbéndé

-~

mb uzg W'BBCK(E) !

-MbUizg

Natural Objects

LY LY
wanga 18ush{es) !
Fd 1Y A
i-wanga

\ ’
manye 150i1(s) !
{-mdnyé

AP}
mhakl 1Cloud(s) !
{-mb%ki

Food Items

I Fd
ndoka IPotato{es)?

/ £ &
1-ndoko
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ngonda tGroundnut (s) !
{ng3nd3
o
nda tCocoyam(s) !
1-nd§
{\
pia WPear(s)!
I'd P
i-pia
mbié
Palmnut (s) 1
Py A
j-mbigd
() House-related Items
s
mboko 1Chair(s) !
{-mbdko
tum?a Wloor(s)?
{-timbd
Ilé
Joe , 1Spoon(s) !
1-139&1& :
f, 7
kjt? tFence(s)t
{-k3t3
kb &
wa 1Calabash(es)!
rd T
i-kowa
(g Insects
""'i”‘fl IF 1y (Flies)
j-nyinyl
venjd
f t1Cackroach(es) !
fHUEﬂJﬁ ’
(h) Birds
wat
P , Hush fowl(s)!?
1-puwai
wl-z
v~ tParrot (s) !
wa=z0



(i)

( k)

- 23 -

Sghoal-related Items

k181 1Bogk (s) !
{-kalatl
mb3z1 L iy
~ anguage (s
{-mbazi
Miscellaneous
b\ ,
mbomi White!
A
i-mboml
1
gbende WMaonth(s)!
1-ghgnde
@énda T ime(s) !
{-8ondd
weysa Wound (&) !
{-wéya

P i
noengl 18211 (s) !

/N

mbeya
193 1

i-mbeysa ipels)

fl\
pgooll 1Belt(s)?
r fa% ’
1—09011

‘ngd
oano Wmbrella(s)!?
1—ggéggﬂ
njoma Wlar(s) "
{-njtma
njénjé Thorn(s) !
i-njenje '

LY As
ook 51 Necklece(s)!
{~595k5@i
ZEL Matchete(s) T
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What one notices with nouns of this gender is that, a considerable
Lumber of them ere borrowed words . They are borrpwed from English - The

following are some examples @

1Cup (g)!
Window(s) *
tBean(s) !

f e
taweli "Towel(s) !

F 4 [ Y
{-tawell

Le 16 GENDER 19/13
i-/yo-

#s compared to the other genders, nouns of this gender are not

many « Below are examples :
(6) 1-uni 1Certridg(es)!
tBird(s) '
1Bax {es) !
1Bottle(s)!

1Room{s)!
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g
4
:
)
:

) GENDER 14/6

wi-/ma-

The following are examples of nouns from this gender :

(7 ) wo-1hwé Waist (s) !
ma—liwe '
\
wu—jﬁké tRubber tree(s)!?

ma-joke

1 T
wb-1owa 1ITpilet (s) 1

ma - 1owd
" T
gb-aga 15nake(s)!?
ma-B4
b-1td
9 1Story (stories) !
ma-ita

Wo=zd Facels) !

Y -
ma-zZo

With this last gendercomes the end of the analysis of the double
class genders and their semantic content « Following therefore, will be the
analysis of the various single class genders and their semantic content «The

single class genders are @

Gender 3
Gender 5
Gender 6
Gender 6=
Gender 7
Gender 8
Gender 9
Gender 14

Gender 19



e 1.8 BENDER 3
mo-
Below gre nouns from this class @
) £ 4
(8) mo-zimb> Weight !
mo=-t>d Noisel
te1.9 GENDER 5
13-
The following are the groups of nouns found in this gender
(9) (a) Abstract nouns derived from verbs
1i-vania tJumping
1} -zaza *Bush clearing?
11~va Theft?
11-19kd “1Cheating?
11-méd 18urial?
1i-kpd "Failure!
1i-tata Failure!
(c) Colours
13-ndd 1Black?
1i-téyd 1Red !
(d) Miscellaneous

liwzénge " Fins!
1i-k3  Dirtt
1}z 1End!
13 - tAshes!?

- U5 -
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e 1e 10 GENDER 6

A

Mg e

Below are examples :

( 10 ) ma-ny {4 1Stubborness!
ma-ttna tFault !
ma-13 tMoney !

ma-3mbS 1Catarrh?

ma -z Bma 1Thanks
ma~zd 'Applause!?
ma -k Ok 1Elephant grass!
ma—-vhni "Junction?
Le1e 1 GENDER &g
ma-

This gender is made up of liguids « The following are example:

¢ 11) ma-10wd Water!
ma-1jd 181gad!
mé—nyéggﬁ ‘Breas£ milk?
ma-tjd tPalm oilt

hY ~ A\ - r |I{ l
ma-nyanga ngele 8Tosens

ke1e12 GENDER 7

B2

Nouns of this gender are the following :

( 12 ) (ad Illnesses

. \ » +
B-vivi 1Rheumatism?
g-k0ldkotd

tMeasles!
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é—-k:Sl?LZé ’Emugh 1
(b)) HAbstract nouns
Sellwé tRespect!
g-y3 tLaughter!t
BwjSkE Truth!
- E-zun gt t0dour’

( ¢ ) Miscellaneous

S=vazt 1Part!
e-tokd 15yeat !
bete 13 GENDER 8
we -

Examples of nouns from this gender are the following =

( 13 ) mé—gwéli 18ehaviour!
ws~tatd anger!
we-votéld 1Beginning!
wewkpall ‘Entrance’

be e 14 GENDER 9
N-

Nouns of this gender have the following groupings :

(14 ( a) Meteornlogical and natural phenomens

A
yokwe 'Ory season!

mbgvéni Wind?

ggélalémé tThunder !
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fodléll 'Rainbow?

mwdy e tLight!
mwglf 1Maon !
mwénja - 15ea!
nyagod _______ 'Sand?

jititf ' 1Darkness!?
fako ' Montain!

1Grgss!t

(b)) Abstract nouns derived from verhs

zingg Dislike!?

lﬁggé Wife!

nySki 15uimming !
winde 1Conversation!
mijééli _ Wuestion?

ndéng Angni Meeting!

laza Desire!?
nddlé iLove!

h ’
@5ggo tFpgr!

léggééné Help!?

{c) Food stuff

Most of the nouns of this gender are borrowed from English .

Below are some examples 3

wHkDL3 tkrat .
églfzf ‘Equsi?
ksgi 1Caffee!

kanal tRice!
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(.d) Money-related Items

wdle tLpgs!

mdzgngl Wrofit!

(e) Miscellaneous
16u3 1God!
mué 1€ tTomorrow!
mimbd tdine!
tgiké Tohacco!
ny dngé Witchcraft®
méggs tBraint
Lela 15 Gender 14
Al

wo-
Below are exanples of nouns of this gender :

( 15 ) wo-1{ Hlpalth !t

Wwo~18 WFatt

wﬁuggi ‘Grawth?

L%y :
WO~8 10anger!

gbamii Hindness?

bete 16 GENDER 19
b Y
L=
Exanples of gender 19 nouns are the following ¢
¢ 16 ) 1-kpd 151t

1-33 'Sleept
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONELYUSION

A1l through, this piece of work has sttempted to describe the
noun class systeﬁ of Bakme;i . During the snalysis, the prefixes were bro
out in line with the proto-Bantu from which most of the prefixes of the
Bantu languages emerged -

The Bakweri language therefore has fourteen noun classes. The
prétD—Bantu system has twenty.three noun classes .Anyuay, one did not exp
to find all these noun classes in Bakweri .

Looking at the noun affixes, Bakweri is totally devoid of suff
This therefore means that the language has only noun prefixes in contrast
other languages that have both pfefixes and suffixes « Some Classes have
jdentical prefixes « Such classes are differentisted either by their sems
tic content or the tone of the prefixes . For examnple, from the analysis.
it is seen that classes 1 and 3, 6 and 6, &nd 10 and 19 have identical
prefixes « What distinguishes them from each other is that, the singular
classes take their plural forms in different classes «Their semantic con
ents differ as is the case with class b and class 6a nouns . Class 6a is
made up of liguids, while class 6 is compused of nouns of different seme
origins. The prefixes of classes 10 ahd 19 are differentiated by tones .

Class 10 bas a high tone prefix , while the prefix of class 19 is low .

Considering the concerd syétem, thers is some uniformity, o
the presence of few alternations . Except for the demonstrative, aspect
like the possessive, the associative, the numeral and the adjective, ar
nost nominal.

Bakweri like other Uantu languages, has what is known as tF
*glliterative concord! Jhis is a situation whereby the prefix of the !

noun is repeated in the szlements thet follow 1t - The follouing sre so
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examples:

hY S - LN
wa-na wa-ndeng
(children Cl. big)
1Hig children?

- - . o
m2-088 mi-téyd
{mirrors Cl.red)

Hed doors!

1Y-yaY 13-toyd
{stones ClL. red)

Red stones!

5 :k-\ ’_.’ h 3
WE-w3KE We-amnl

(mats Cle my)

1y mats!

The semantic content of the various genders was not left out in
the description « The only genders that exhibited some cosistency in their
content are, the double class gender 1/2 and the single class gender 6a .

Gender 1/2 is made up of persons, while gender 6a is typically a liquid

class .

The other classes are made up of nouns of different sorts or
origins, though nouns of certain origins dominate the content of certain
claéses or genders « For example, most animals are found in the double class
gender 9/10 .

Une striking point sbout the classes of this language is that,
class 19 tgkes it plural form in both slass 13 and class B . This is a
situation that could not be given an instant explanation « This was the only

case that was found out .
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This language is characterized by four level tones . These are

the high, low, rising, and falling tones » The tones with the highest
frequency ofF occourence are the high and low tones . These tones can be monc
syllabic , disyllabic , or even trisyllabic . The tones also have a molodic
combination - 5ince these tones have the tendency of fluctuating freely, at
this stage, it becomes difficult to poustulate concrete tonal rules .

During the findings of this work, certain problems were disco-
vered, that could not be given any solution because of time constraintssThe

arc here suggested for further research below .

5.1 SUBGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

buring the analysis, a rule could not be written out for the
tores due to their Fluctudting tendency . Also , there was the case of one
class having twe plural classes « These are areas that could be @worked upen
as to give bhetter explanations .

Besides these findings from the analysis , it was seen that much
bas not heen done on this language - Considering the importance of language:
tc comawunities , 1t becomes necessary to describe them « There are many are:
cf this lénguage that have not been worked upon « These areas include the
phonolngy , the morphological description snd the syntax « An authography
should be provided so +that readers cen profit from it .

This area is very importasnt , especially if one has to consider
the fect that it was one of the first areas to'come in contact with foreign
these are areas that brought sbout the existence of pidgin English « Thus,
the influence of pidgin English on the language of this people can even be

loaked at « Actually, pidgin had to spreesd to the rest of the land from :hi-

zone » Theoritical descriptions such as the phonological and morphological
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descriptions will of course meke it easier for applied work such as the de

lopment of literary materlals to be carried out »
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