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C H I< P T E R O N E  

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  aims a t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

noun c l a s s  system of Bakweri, u s ing  t h e  commonly a d o p t e d  

i n g  noun c l a s s e s  i n  Bantu languages.  But b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  crux of  

t h e  matter, it is f i t t i n g  t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  as a whole  i n  i t s  

s o c i a l  con tex t .  It is i n  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sec t ions  w i l l  

a t t e m p t  t o  locate t h e  Bakweri ( l a n g u a g e  and p e o p l e  ) g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  and 

h i s t o r i c a l l y .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  people and t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s  w i l l  

b e  b rough t  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and f i n a l l y ,  t h e  Bakweri l a n g u a g e  w i l l  be 

s i t u a t e d  f rm  a c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  p o i n t  of view ( i.e where it s t a n d s  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l anguage  families i n  t h e  12- )@To end  up t h i s  i n t r o d -  

u c t o r y  c h a p t e r ,  a b r i e f  r ev iew of e x i s t i n g  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  be  

examined. 

system f o r  l s b e l l -  

1.1 GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF BAKWERI 

When one h e a r s  t h e  term tBakWerit, two t h i n g s  

immedia te ly  come t o  mind : t h e  e t h n i c  g roup  l i v i n g  a round t h e  Fako Mount- 

a i n ,  and t h e  l a n g u a g e  spoken by t h e s e  people. Thqp are b r o a d l y  d i v i d e d  

i n t o  lower and upper Bakweri, c o n t a i n i n g  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  speak  d i a l e c t s  of 

Bakweri. The lower Bakweri i n c l u d e  people l i k e  t h e  Bombokos of t h e  West 

Coast who occupy v i l l a g e s  such  as Batoke, Sanje,  B a k i n g i l i ,  i n c l u d i n g  

Mmdoni ,  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  east of Tiko. Also,  we g e t  t h e  Ewotae and t h e  

Bimbias  f a l l i n g  unde r  t h i s  group- For t h e  u p p e r  Bakweri,  t h e y  a r e  found 

m o s t l y  a long  t h e  foot  of t h e  Cneroon Mountain from Mafanja in t h e  west, 

t o  Ekona i n  t h e  east. They form t h e  bu lk  of t h e  Bakweri p e o p l e  and speak  

,’ 

Wokpe,  . A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  it s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t ,  a s  f a r  as t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i c  



is conce rned ,  f o c u s  has  been p l a c e d  on Mokpe, sometimes referred t o  as 

Bakweri,  spoken by t h e  Kpe t r i b e .  

Most of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  h a s  

been g o t  f r o m  J.&Ngh~a ( 1978 ). Fako D i v i s i o n  where  t h e  Bakweri people 

a r e  found ,  is i n  t h e  Sou th  West p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Canernon. TO 

t h e  s o u t h  and s o u t h  west, t h e  D i v i s i o n  is bounded by a s e c t i o n  of t h e  

A t l a n t i c  Coas t ;  it is  bounded t o  t h e  west by s o u t h  eastern N i g e r i a ,  t o  the 

n o r t h  by Meare D i v i s i o n ,  and t o  t h e  esart by t h e  Mungo river. 

A h a n d f u l  o f  m o t o r a b l e  r o a d s  can be found 

i n  t h i s  area, though  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of r o a d s  i n  some o f  t h e  twns, and 

o t h e r s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  V i l l a g e s ,  canno t  be s a i d  t o  be t o o  good. Mutengene 

i s  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  aa a r o a d  j u n c t i o n .  One b r a n c h  O f  these r o a d s  l e a v e s  

Mutengene going  t o w a r d s  Limbe th rough  Ombe, Moliwe, and Mile Four. From 

Limbe,  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  West Coast. Again from 

Mutengene, t h e r e  i s  a r o a d  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  T i k o  and Douala ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  

r o a d  l e a v e s  Mutengene, t h i s  time t o  Mile 17. From h e r e ,  t h e r e  are two 

b r a n c h e s ,  one l e a d i n g  t o  Buea, t h e  o t h e r  t o  Muyuka and Kumba p a s s i n g  

t h r o u g h  Ekona. A l l  these  are tarred r o a d s  t h a t  do DQ'G pose any t r a n s -  

p o r t a t i o n  problem, e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n -  Where t h e  problem 

l i e s  i s  i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  

t a r r e d .  

c m p s  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  where r o a d s  are n o t  

The zone c o n s i s t s  o f  diverse t y p e s  of  land-  

s c a p e s -  One of  t h e  m a j o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e  h e r e  i s  t h e  Cameroon Mount- 

a i n ,  p o s s e s s i n g  a h e i g h t  of about  41OOM above &ea, t h e  South  West p rov in -  

c i a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  F a r  from being  t h e  h i g h e s t  mounta in  i n  C w e r o o n ,  t h i s  

mounta in  is a l s o  West Africa's h i g h e s t  moun ta in ,  and t h e  only a c t i v e  

v o l c a n o  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of Africa. It h a s  r e c o r d e u  e r r u p t i o n s  i n  1802, 1836, 

abou t  1862,  1909, 1922, 1954 and 1959 ( Ardene r ,  1956 : 19 ). I n  r e c e n t  

y a e r s ,  t h e  mounta in  h a s  g i v e n  rise t o  a v e r y  p o p u l a r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  



s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t y  known a s  t h e  moun oon race It h a s  s o  f a r  been  

s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  Gu iness  company i 

u n t a i n  which forms a relief o f  

i ts  own, t h e  area is character ise  and - The c o a s t  l a n d  a p p e a r s  

t o  b e  p l a i n ,  g e n e r a t i n g  p l a i n s  suc Rio  d e l  Rey p l a i n ,  t h e  Tiko  

p l a i n  on t h e  eastern s i d e  of t h e  and t h e  Muyuka p l a i n  The p l a i n  

l a n d  i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  w i t h  p a t c h e s  t u r a l  p l a n t a t i o n s  h e r e  and t h e r e .  

ons are t y p i c a l  of t h i s  area 

h s  of  November th rough  June  , t h e s e  are t h e  d ry  season ,  c o v e r i n  

and t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n  which l a s t s  t o  October ,  b r i n g i n g  abou t  heavy 

a n n u a l  r a i n f a l l s  and t e m p e r a t u e s  ase, t h e  r a i n f a l l  and t e m p e r a t u r e  

v a r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  due t o  t h e  prese e Cameroon mountain . The t empera t -  

ures  of towns l i k e  Buea which i s  moun ta in ,  and T iko  which i s  a b i t  

f a r  o f f ,  a r e  bound t o  va ry  . 
f a l l  g i v e s  rise t o  a l u x u r i a n t  

f o r e s t  v e g e t a t i o n  . Woods such  a s  ahogany,  and t h e  r e d  i r o n  wood 

can  b e  found h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r ee s ,  1 palm,  r u b b e r ,  mango and plum t r e e s  

A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  on ly  a litt i s  v i r g i n  f o r e s t ,  due t o  t h e  d e f o r e -  

s t a t i o n  of t h e  area f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i  of p l a n t a t i o n s  

main economic f e a t u r e s  a r e  concernec 

t h e s e  p e o p l e  c a r r y  o u t  f a rming  Th ce of t h e  r i c h  v o l c a n i c  s o i l  of 

t h e  moun ta in  and t h e  a l l u v i a l  s o i l s  p l a i n s ,  p e r m i t s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  

of  r o o t  c r o p s  such  a s  cocoyams, as c a s h  c r o p s  such  a s  t h o s e  on t h e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  l i k e  palm t r ees  . Among i b e s  t h a t  make up t h i s  zone ,  t h e  

Kpe and t h e  i n l a n d  Mboko a r e  t h e  inn i d e r a b l e  c u l t i v a t o r s  . Some men 

ale0 engage  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  h u n t i n g  wh 

Some occupy t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  f i s h i n g ,  

s k i l l e d  i n  it . The Kpe i n  

ey Car ry  o u t  around t h e  mountain.  

i a l l y  t h e  Woveas who are v e r y  



p a r t i c u l a r ,  rear l i v e s t o c k .  These  i n c l u d e  g o a t s  and sheep ;  bu t  t h e  an ima l  

t h a t  i s  most  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  Kpe v i l l a g e s  is t h e  p i g ,  which i s  f e d  on 

cocoyams and p e e l i n g s .  L i v e s t o c k  was t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  s t a n d a r d  of w e a l t h  . 
Apar t  from a l l  t hese ,  t h e r e  is t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  honey w h i c h  is be ing  done 

i n  t h e  moun ta in  d u r i n g  t h e  dry  s e a s o n  . L a s t l y ,  t h e  Bakweri  p e o p l e  carry o u t  

some t r a d i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  farm produce  i n c l u d i n g  smoked and freski'fish. 

1.2 HISTORY OF BAKWERI 

J u s t  as it is  t y p i c a l  of most  Afr ican  cmmunities, 

t h e r e  are always s t o r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y  myths ,  forming  t h e  background o f  t h e  

o r i g i n  of  t r i b e s  . Bakweri is no exception 

A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  are s o  many v e r s i o n s  of s t o r i e s  

h o v e r i n g  a round  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  Bakweri people  - The Bakweri t r i b e  occup- 

i e s  t h e  whole  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  South  West p r o v i n c e  of  t h e  

Repub l i c  of Cameroon 

it f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  l anguage  f a n i l y  group known as Bantu; and i n  t h a t  l i g h t ,  

h a s  many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  common t o  t h e  Bantu  w o r l d  According t o  P-M-Kale 

( 1939 ), t h i s  l anguage ,  be ing  a p o r t i o n  o f  Western Bantu, q u a l i f i e s  the 

Bakweri people  hav ing  a common o r i g i n  w i t h  t h e  Bantu race I T h e i r  b a s e  of 

o r i g i n  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have  been t h e  area around t h e  g r e a t  l a k e s  l y i n g  

between t h e  Nile and Congo Due t o  t h i s  desire  f o r  s e t t i n g  up i ndependen t  

communit ies ,  t h i s  young race had t o  b r e a k  up i n t o  series of emigran t  g r o u p s  

t h a t  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  Sou the rn  Africa, E a s t  Africa and Cameroon . 

Toge the r  w i t h  sane o t h e r  t r i b e s  of t h i s  sane p r o v i n o e ,  

Fu r the rmore ,  t h e r e  is t h i s  story t h a t  concerns 

Eye Njie ( Ardener 1956 ), and t h i s  i s  m o s t l y  p r o p a g a t e d  by t h e  Kpe t r i b e  . 
They b e l i e v e  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r  t o  he Eye Njie who cme from Uomboko V i l l a g e ' t o  

h u n t  on t h e  e a s t w a r d  s ide  of t h e  Cmeroon mounta in  w i t h  e f r i end ,  Nakande 

Nakande u s e d  t o  hun t  n e a r  p r e s e n t  day Wonakanda, w h i l e  Ejre Njie remained at 



Moso le  n e a r  p r e s e n t  day Euea . Here h e  b u i l t  a h u t  where h e  d r i e d  h i s  meat  . 
He cal led t h i s  h i s  new p l a c e  h i s  ' l i g b e a ,  ( i.e p l a c e  where  work i s  i n  hand 

After having  done t h i s  s e v e r a l  times, t h e  two men d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  

w i v e s  and s e z t l e d  i n  t h e i r  nt?W found land. They were e v e n t u a l l y  j o i n e d  by 

r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  t h e r e b y  making f t  p e n a n e n t  - Eye's mn area was c a l l e c  

IGbea, ( f rm l i g b e a  ), known today  as Euea Nakande 's  area became k n m n  as 

Wonakanda . There  are many o t h e r  s t o r i e s d i k e  t h a t  conce rn ing  a c e r t a i n  

Mokuri ,  be ing  t h e  ancestor o f  t h e  Bakweri  p e o p l e  This man is s a i d  t o  have  

m i g r a t e d  from Kwakwa t o  t h i s  p a r t  . Again,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  most  of t h e  people of t h e  South  West, L i t to ra l ,  C e n t r e  and 

S o u t h  p r o v i n c e s ,  have  a common ances t ry .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v e r s i o r  

t h e  f a t h e r  of Bakweri,  Douala,  Bassa,  Bakoko, Bassossi, Ewondo and Bomboko, 

i s  N a b o n g o  . He is  s u g g e s t e d  , to  have  m i g r a t e d  from Uganda 

A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  it becomes very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

c a t e g o r i c a l l y  s i n g l e  o u t  a v e r s i o n  as b e i n g  a u t h e n t i c ,  s ince much is y e t  t o  

be  proved  from t h e s e  numerous s t o r i e s  P r o b a b l y ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  e t h n o g r -  

a p h e r s  and L i n g u i s t s  working i n ,  s a y ,  areas around Uganda, Kenya, C e n t r a l  

Africa w i l l  be a b l e  t o  throw more l i g h t  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e s e  peop le  . T h i s  

migh t  be a b l e  t o  p e r m i t  an a c c e p t a n c e  or a r e j e c t i o n  of  some of  these  s t o r i e .  

1.3 BAKWERI I;ND HER NEIGHBWRS 

Eakweri is a c l a n  composed of t r i b e s  s u c h  a s  ISUUL 

Wovea, Kole, Mboko and Hpe Outa ide  t h i s  c i r c l e , t h e  Eakwer is  have t h e i r  ne;: 

h o u r s  w i t h  whom t h e y  f a l l  i n  t h e  same l i n g u i s t i c  zone; t h e s e  n e i g h h o u r s  a r e  

found b o t h  on t h e  coast and i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  . T h e i r  immediate  n e i g h h o u r s  

i n c l u d e  t h e  Doua la s  and t h e  Ealongs ,  w i t h  whom t h e y  share some l i n g u i s t i c  

s imi l a r i t i e s  - T h e i r  h i f t t e r l a n d  n e i g h b o u r  i s  t h e  Eakundu group. T h e s e  l i ngv :  

s t i c  s imi l a r i t i e s  m e  most ly  e x e m p l i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Duala  language ,  which  h s s  

.. 



.. 

g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  most of "he  s p e e c h e s  of t h e  Bakweri people  - The t r a d i n g  

supremacy of  t h e  Doualas  l e d  t o  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  b e i n g  wide ly  u n d e r s t o o d  

among t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  on t h e  c o a s t  and i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  An a s p e c t  t h a t  

g r e a t l y  encouraged  t h e  s p r e a d  of t h i s  l a n g u a g e  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Easel 

i "1 iss ionar ies  used  it i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  s c h o o l s  - These  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

be tween t h e  Duala  and t h e  Bakweri l a n g u a g e s  are e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

words  and numbers . 
( 1 )  

- 1  I 
dAKWERI 1 DUALA 1 I ENGLISH 

I 

I 

I m'un'a I Chi ld  \ \  
mwana 

1 

I 
mw'es'e I mzs; Beak 

I 
1:; I d i ;  I Hand 

I 

I 
100 \ 

ebw;: I 
I 

I 

I 

\ egh:! 

yak; 1 I One ewa 

&'a I d\rn\a 1 Name 

lll'okDa' I m h k s l s  I European 

\ \  

I 

I 

I 

I 

I I 

Despite t h e  %ot that 8Om8 words of  these two l anguages  

have  a g r e a t  d e a l  of common o r i g i n ,  some of  t h e  r e l a t e d  words u s u a l l y  

a p p e a r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  contexts of  reference ( Ardener  1956 . T h i s  is ev iden t  

below . 
( 2 )  

E A H W L R I  I DUALA 
I 

I 
mb6'a ' V i l l a g e '  I mbk'a 'Home' 

mwfnd? #Dry Rand' I m&n& ' V i l l a g e  
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It i s  likely t h a t  t h i s  r e semblance  i n  words be e x p l a i n e d  

by t h e  a s s m p t i o n  t h a t ,  a l l  t h e s e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  o r i g i n a t e d  from t h e  same 

area . The f o l l o w i n g  map i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  m a j o r  l a n g u a g e  z o n e s  of c m e r o a n  

The Eakweri  l a n g u a g e  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  a o a s t a l  Bantu zone  

( See map on t h e  next p a g e  ) 
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SOURCE : ARDENER ( 1956 ) 
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.. nf rtrice e 
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1.5 LITERATLiRE REVIEW 

Whereas a l anguage  l i k e  D u a l a  w h i c h  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  s m e  
I 

l a n g u a g e  grciip as eakzeri,  h a s  heen Given some s u b s t a n t i a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  by 

l i n g u i s t s  l i k e  I t tmann  ( 1978 ) *  Nseme Ziedor ( is85 j and t h e  &isel 

miss:o~=;es, very ILSTLB has bee: ~ G Z E  =;I t k z  %k.;=ri l=n:ve:p- The nub- 

l i s h e d  l i n g u i s t i c  work on Gakweri iias been done by I t tmann.  Ardener (1956) 

i n  h i s  .!Coast-ai Bantus  __ - of t h e  Cane roons '  treats d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o r l s  o f  t h e  

Gakweri people  &%is bd& fs ma- d e histor ica l  &&!C.'lt3ral piece than e 

l i n g u i s t i c  work . . A l l : t h e  saoae',.there are sone n a t i v e s  from t h i s  area who 

possess  unpub i i shed  sfories and a r t i c l e s ,  8s =as the  ciee ulrth s m e b o d v  l i k e  

Ngundu F r a n c i s ,  whose e t n r c t u r e d  l e s s o n s  from S i L are n e a r  p u b i i c a t i u n .  

- . . . -  

-. i n e  m n t i i i a t i a n  f o r  t h i s  W D ~ K  caiii~s ti1.3- a z * ~ m j s l z  ~r..kL!!!u:e 

. .  
--"-m"- . 
S S L I I " < . "  

th= very f'lrst -E these rslascns i s  khat: much has  no t  been none on t h e  

Bakier: l a n p u e g e  . This actuel ly  m e k ~ s  t h e  l n n y a g e  i n  need of more  d e s c r i p t -  

ion. i n e  i m g u a g e  ai= a pespie  is v e q  i - p o r t e n t ,  e . - p ~ o i a l l v  ~ k ~ n  =nc h z ~  t c  

-"..L-Uli- ----<a".. +h- I.._ ~ o i n t  theti  m lnilgun@e is a v e r v  s i c n i f i c a n t  mode o f  e x p r e s s i n g  

t h c i r  ~ u l t u r e  ThSs therefore c a l l s  f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  ana d e f i n i t i o n  of 

a l l  l a n g u a g e s  . 
TL- . .  
:;;E second  r e a s n z  -';E-s Pro= t h e  f3c.t: t h a t ,  rne Bakwzri 

language with which t h i s  work is concerned, Palls w i t h i n  the Bantu f a m i l y  

g roup  of i a n g u a g e s  - WESE aze l anguages  m o s t l y  eszcctatefi w i t h  noun c l a s s  

Sys tems 

human languages 

r i p t i o n  t h a n  o t h e r s .  The noun classes c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  i i g h t  

L f ! g u i ~ . t s  e n g q e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  parts o f  

S w e  parts become'rrrorr fundmenta l  t k t h a  zest of +;he oesc- 



e s p e c i a l l y  a a  t h e v  zre very c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Bantu lanquages .  The f o l l o w i n g  

q u o t a t i o n  from Welmeps ( ?9?3 > e n p h a s i s e s  t h e  i . npor t ance  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

noun c l a s s e s  i n  Bantd l anguages  ; 

It 1s t h e  S a n t u  l a n g u a g e s  wh ich  are t h e  
most commonly a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  noun c lass  
sys t ems  I n  t h i s  v e r y  l a r g e  group,  t h e r e  
i a  R s u b s t a n t i a :  % G U n t  of hornogeneitq i n  
t h e  noun c l a s s  sys tem and t h e i r  g ranmat i -  
ca l  ?unctions .-- t h e i r  g r m m a t i c a i  f u n c t -  
i o n  is maximal . 

And of COUTSE, the E a k z e r i  l anguage ,  he ing  a Bantu  l anguage ,  t h e  

g r m a t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of i t s  noun c l a s s e s  s h o u l a  be maximai  . :ire d e a c i i p t i o n  

of t h e  noi in classt-s o f  t h i s  l z n g u a g e  needs  a c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n ,  s ince there 

m e  ennn~~ous c o m p l e x i t i e s  Pouna in noun c l a s a e a  iii 92n2rs1, =E ststed 5; 

z,""c". < 1 1 . - , . 1  ..I.., ~ .. ! = I I .: - I 
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o r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  2nd a rcvieili of t h e  l i t c r a t u r e  c::isl-inc] i n  Dakwer i ,  i n c l u d -  

i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  are e x p l a i n e d  and d i s c u s s e d  - 
C h a p t e r  Two d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  noun classes 

C h a p t e r  Three  i s  main ly  concerned  w i t h  the concord  systei i i  

C h a p t e r  Four  t h e n  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  of t h e  v a r i o u s  noun 

c l a s s  g e n d e r s  

F i n a l l y ,  C h a p t e r  F i v e  s t a n d s  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  s u g g e s t i o n .  

f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  - 

of Bakweri nouns. 
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C ii A P T E R T U 0  

2.1 I N T R O D U C T I O N  

The main t a s k  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  

v a r i o u s  noun c l a s s e s  i n  Bakweri . However, b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  s t u d y  

of  t h e  noun c l a s s e s  p r o p e r ,  a b r i e f  s k e t c h  of t h e  phonology o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

a p p e a r s  n e c e s s a r y  . T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  t o o l  we need f o r  t h e  p h o n e t i c  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  d a t a  we need  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  . F o r t u n a t e l y  enough, a 

p r e l i m i n a r y  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  ) s k e t c h  of  t h e  sound system of E a k w e r i  done by 

Ngundu F r a n c i s  ( 1984 ) e x i s t s  . T h e  e s s e n t i a l  and r e l evan t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  

work w i l l  be  p r e s e n t e d  below t o  g a i n  time . The vowel s y s t e m  w i l l  h e  looked  

a t ,  fo l lowed  by t h e  consonan t  system - After t h i s  w i l l  t h e n  f o l l o w  t h e  

s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  l anguage  and t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o n e s  - The 

p h o n e t i c  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  u s e d  i n  t h i s  work h a s  been adop ted  from t h e  Genera l  

Alphabet  O f  Canercoon Lanquaqes . ( Maur ice  T.' and E t i e n n e  S. 1984 ) 

2.1-1 PHONETIC VOWELS 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  p h o n e t i c  v o w e l s  found i n  Bakwer i  : 

- u  

- E  - 3  

- i  

c 
c 

It is p o s s i b l e  t o  have  a l l  t h e s e  vowels  l e n g t h e n e d (  Long vowels  ). 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  nouns  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e s e  l o n g  vowe l s  : 

$:mb? 'Corpse  1 ' P u s '  

! H i l l 1  mh: 1; l A i r 1  

\ 
1: j&  - 

( 1 )  
\ I  

, mo:l l  

m;: 1: IRope 1 &mbk ' ( E d i b l e )  cocoyam l e a f  1 

T h e  accompanying c h a r t  i l l u s t r a t e s  these p h o n e t i c  vowels  . 
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r- 
0 
E 

= 
1 
Y 
0 
v 

0 
!? 

I 
+I 
c1 
I 

c\ 

0 

1 
H 

v 

rn 
m .. 

I 
G3 
I 
H 

,-. n 
r- 
D 
Ln m 
D 
v 

P 

t-'. .. 

C 

C .. 

0 2  

r o  
H ?  

c n - i  
0 
2 

D 
m 
2 
-i a 
h r- 

r m  
2 D  a n  o x  c 
2 
D m 
D 

V 
I 
0 
2 m 
4 
H 
n 
C 
0 
E 
m 
r- 

I 
D 

n 

2 
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2.1.2 

- P  

- b  

- c  

- I< 

- j  

- t  

The f o l l o w i n g  are t h e  phone t i c  consonants found i n  Bakweri  : 

- r n  

- n  

- 1  

- Y  

- w  

- kp 

- g b  - &  
- nd - f  

- 99 - v  

- nY - g9b 

- rnb - 2  

- n j  

Some o f  these consonant sounds shou ld  n o t  s u r p r i s e  any n a t i v e  

speaker . What a c t u a l l y  i n t e r e s t s  us  here  is t h e  p h o n e t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

the sounds o f  t h i s  language . Thus, i n s t e a d  of hawing r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  such 

as - h f  - , - hw - , and - hz - , t h e  sounds /v/ ( /@/ ), /W/  and / z /  have 

been used r e s p e d t i v e l y  - The accompanying c h a r t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  manner and 

p l a c e  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  these consonants - 

' 

( c h a r t  on t h e  nex t  page 1 



--I 
D m r- m 
N 

N 

TI 

7 m  

D D  + r n  
m D  r- 

H 
N 
P1 
o 
m 
--I 
0 

rn 

% a  

2: 

n 

I_ 

3 
U 

3 
a 

-r  

- 
n 
a 
H 
0 

r; 
H c m 
m 

c c  
o r  m 

m 

- 
m 

- 
< - e  

N U l  

D 
7 
7 
a 
H n 
D 
-i 
m 
rn 

c c  
o r -  m m 

c_ 

m 
-i 
0 
7) 
rn 

c c  
o r  m m 

- 
u u  

L o -  
u ;  

4 7  

H 
0 z 

B I L A B I A L S  

L A B I O -  

DENT FtLS 

ALVEOLARS 

PRE-P ALAT AI 

PAL AT ALS 

VELARS 

L A E I O -  

VELIIRS 

. . .” 
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I 2.1.3 SYLLGOLE STRUCIURE O F  NOUNS ( NOMINiiL STRUCTURE ) 

A 5  f a r  as t h e  Hakweri nouns are .concerned ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c k u r e s  t h a t  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  : 

S Y L L A E L ~  P A T T i R N  EXAMPLE GLOSS NOUN Ptt !  TERN 

/ 'et6 / 'Rat 1 v.cw ( 2 )  IJ 

cw / k j /  ' S n a i l '  cw 

cvw / mb66 / I V i l l a g  e 1 cww 

cwcw / m & l i  / Noney  I cwcv 

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  here t h a t  t h e  most predominant  

CWCW p a t t e r n  . T h i s  l anguage  d o e s  n o t  seer of  t h e s e  s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n s  is t h e  

t o  p e r m i t  t h e  o c c u r e n c e  of consonan t  c l u s t e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  nouns . O n  t h e  

o t h e r  hand,  there  a r e  vowel  sequences o c c u r i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  s y l l a b l e  as i r  

( 3)  below : 

One f a c t o r  t h a t  f a v o u r s  t h e  o c c u r e n c e  of these  

vowels  i n  a s e q u e n c e  i s  t h e  process of a f f i x a t i o n  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  noun 

p r e f i x e s  t h a t  end  w i t h  a vowel, and noun r o o t s  t h a t  b e g i n  w i t h  a vowel  . 
The f o l l o w i n g  nouns  i n  t h e i r  p l u r a l  forms  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  process  : 

As cou ld  be s e e n  f rm  t h e  exa rnp le s , the  p r e f i x e s  
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o f  t h e s e  nouns  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  classes i n d i c a t e d  i n  b r a c k e t s ,  end w i t h  

vowe ls  . The noun r o o t s  b e g i n  w i t h  vowels  . T h u s ,  when t h e  p r e f i x  i s  a f f i x e d  

t o  t h e  noun r o o t .  t h e  resul t  i s  a v o w e l  sequence  

TONE 5 2.1.4 _I 

The Bakweri l a n g u a g e  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by f o u r  l e v e l  tones . 
These level t o n e s  are : 

H ( High ) 

L ( Low ) 

LH ( Low-High r i s i n g  t o n e  1 

HL ( High-Low f a l l i n g  t o n e  1 

These t o n e  l e v e l s  are r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  exmples  : 

The f o l l o w i n g  t o n a l  forms  are found i n  Bakweri : 

( a 1 m o n o s v l l a b i c  : 

k j  ' S n a i l '  ( High 1 

n d i  - ~Cocoym' ( Low ) 



2.2 NOUN CLASSES 

n noun c l a s s  c a n  be d e f i n e d  a s  a g roup  bf words t h a t  d i s t -  

i n g u i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a l anguage  by common p r e f i x  - There  ar.e s i t u a t i o n s  where 

a t o n e  on t h e  p r e f i x  makes a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  - 
Noun c lasses  u s u a l l y  d i v i d e  nouns  i n . t o  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  

p a i r s  - These  p a i r s  c o n s t i t u t e  w h a t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  known as g e n d e r s  - On t h e  

o t h e r  hand ,  t h e r e  are cer ts in  c l a s s e s ,  f o r  example,  t h o s e  of l i q u i d s ,  t h a t  

o f t e n  donot  h a v e  p l u r a l s  

and s i n g l e  c lass  genders  The d o u b l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  no rma l ly  

have  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  

Among t h e  g e n d e r s  of nouns  a r e , d o u b l e  c l a s s  gender? 

: . ?  ::!i, forms . 
A s  i s  the  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  s t a t e s  o f  

nnuns  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  by p r e f i x e s  - T h i s  can be seen i n  t h ;  

f o l l o w i n g  examples  : 

( 5 )  sg- 1 L y a  
' S t o n e '  

PI. mS-y5: 

Sq. mh-kSk6 

P1. m&k6k6 
I Sug a r c a n e  1 

sg. &-tblh 

PI. wC!- t t1 t  
'Lamp' 

I n  t h e  above examples ,  t h e  p r e f i x e s  11- , mi-, m b 1  ms-, s-  
znd w s -  , d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  p l u r a l  and s i n g u l z r  fo rms  o f  l%one '  , ' s uga rcang  

and 'Lamp' - 
One o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  p o i n t  t h a t  s h o u l d  be made men t ion  o f ,  

conce rn ing  noun classes i s  t h a t ,  nouns of a p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  a r e  a t  times 
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s e m a n t i c a l l y  c o r r e l a t e d  . Nouns of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  semant ic  c o n t e n t  t e n d  t o  be-  

l o n g  t o  t h e  same.,class : 

- a b s t r a c t s  

- d l m i n u t i v e s  

- i n f i n i t i v e s  

- d e r i v e d  nouns  

- l i q u i d s  

-human ( p e r s o n s  

- borrowed words  

B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  one  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  nouns  of  a l l  k i n d s  cF 

s e m a n t i c  o r i g i n  c o u l d  be found i n  t h e  same c l a s s  The c l a s s e s  t h a t  c a n  be- 

s i n g l e d  o u t  a s  showing some c o n s i s t e n c y  are  classes 1 and 2 ( p e r s o n s  ) and 

c l a s s  S a  ( l i q u i d s  - 
From t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  14  noun classes h a v e  been  i d e n t i -  

f i e d  i n  Bakweri  . Some o P . - t h e s e  classes have  i d e n t i c a l  noun p r e f i x e s  - It i s  

p z r t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n c o r d s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  c h a p t e r  t h r e e  t h a t  t h e y  have  been 

conf i rmed  as  c l a s s e s  ; t h a t  i s ,  c e r t a i n  nouns Occur w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  set of 

c o n c o r d i n g  elements . B e s i d e s  t h i s  method,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  noun c lasses  have  2.  

r e g a r d e d  a s  b e i n g  c o n t r a s t i v e  t o  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  noun p r e f i x e s  

t h &  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  classes of nouns p o s s e s s , a n d  a l so  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a i r i n g  o f  

a c e r t a i n  c lass  w i t h  a n o t h e r  a s  s i n g u l n r  and p l u r a l  - T h i s  l a s t  method cannf  

be a p p l i e d  when t h e  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l  phenomenon i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  is t h e  

c a s e  w i t h  mass and a b s t r a c t  n o u n s  - The number'ing s y s t e m  t h a t  h a s  been  u s e d  

here  i s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Pro to-Bantu  sys t em,  a s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  by 

Melmers ( I973 1 - 
aelow i s  i: r e c a p i t u l a t i v e  t a b l e  of t h e  noun c l a s s ~ r  

of  Onkweri w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  columns : 

Column 1 : ! h i s  column carries the numbers  of t h e  v a r i o u s  noun c l a s s e s  Thc 

c l a s s e s  a r e  1 ,  2, 3 ,  4,  5 ,  6 ,  69, 7 ,  8 ,  9, IO, 13, '14, 19 . T h e s e  a r e  t h e  < 

- 



noun classes t h a t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  Bakwer i  - 
Column 2 : T h i s  column c a r i e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  noun p r e f i x e s  of Bakwer i ,  t h a t  

c o r r e s p o n d  t o  the d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s  numbers p r e s e n t e d  i n  column 1 .Below t h e  

t o l i l e  c o u l d  b e  found  a d e t a i l i ? d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r e f i x e s  w i t h  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  

c o n t e x t s  of appea rance  where t h i s  is a p p l i c a b l e  - 
Column 3 : Column 3 p r e s e n t s  t h e  pro to-Bantu  noun p r e f i x e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  

c lasses  t h a t  have  been  s i g n a l e d  i n  Bakweri  - It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  r e s e m b l a n c e  i n  t h e  p r e f i x e s  o f  some o f  t h e  classes,  be tween 

Gjkwer i  and p r o t o - E a n t u ,  t h e s e  a r c  a l s o  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  have  b e e n  b rough t  

a b o u t  e i t h e r  hy a l o s s  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n s o n a n t s  , o r  a change  i n  vowel  - 
Column 4 : Column 4 c a r r i e s  examples  oP Bakweri nouns  f o r  e a c h  c l a s s  . 
Column 5 : Column 5 c o n t a i n s  mere ly  t h e  g l o s s . ( . . i n  E n g l i s h  ) o f  t h e s e  

e x m p l e s  - 

.., . ~ . - 

( S e e  t a b l e  on t h e  n e x t  page). 



- 24 - 

- 
3 

- 

4 

N O U N  CLLSSES GND PREFIXES 

GLOSS 

Person , C h i l d  , 
Man - 

.. 

_. 

L. 
c 

1 

2 

- 
5 

- 

6 

- 

9 

- 
1 

1 

- 
'I 

- 

~ 

mo- , mw- 

mG - 

1:- 

m2 - 

m2- 

WG- 

N- , D- 

0 
1- 

\ 
1- , j- 

'ROTO- 
3C\NTU 

mo- 

v a- 

- 
mo- 

me- 

- 
l e -  

- 
rn a- 

- 
ma- 

- 

k e -  

v i -  

__. 

ne- 

- 
l i - n e  

t o -  

- 

vo- 

p i -  

h Xh-kGk6 , mw-a 

~2 -IC$ k 2  

w&-kSkh 

n d & d  , k j  

y o - n m i  \ 0  

C h i l d r e n  - 

Sugarcane  , Hoe 

Sugarcanes  - 

Fo res t  - 

F o r e s t s  

Water  

Mat - 
Mats 

House , Snail . 

Houses . 

B i r d s  - 

T o i l e t  , Snake 

B i r d  , F i n g e r  - 
TCBLE 2.3 
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2.3 "IN PREFIXES 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  noun c lasses  i n  Bakweri 

w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  and t h e i r  noun p r e f i x e s  w i l l  be  g i v e n  . 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  classes and t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  . 
2.3.1 CLASS 1 

The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  class i s  mA- , and i t  h a s  a s  a l l o m o r p h s ,  

md- and rnw- . T h e  Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x  is rno- . 
a l l  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x e s  f o r  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  were  c o l l e c t e d  

b e f o r e  stems w i t h  an i n i t i a l  consonan t  . These  p r e f i x e s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  bound 

t o  change , o r  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  a l lomorphs  , e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  o c c u r  b e f o r e  

stems hav ing  an i n i t i a l  vmal  The b a s i s  f rom which a p r e f i x  h a s  h e r e  been 

c o n s i d e r e d  a b a s i c  a l lomorph ,  and t h e r e f o r e  b e i n g  t h e  p r e f i x ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  

a r e  a l lomorphs ,  i s  on i t s  f r e q u e n c y  of o c c u r e n c e  i n  t h e  c lass  . Below a r e  

examples  o f  t h e  c l a s s  1 nouns  

I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  here  t h a t  
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ae r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s  1 p r e f i x  f o r  Bakweri ,  which 

is also i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of Pro to -Ban tu  rno- , r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  when t h e  r o o t  

word b e g i n s  w i t h  a consonan t  . On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  where t h e  r o o t  word b e g i n s  

w i t h  a vowel  theae  o c c u r s  some l a b i a l i z a t i o n  and a change  i n  t h e  vowel  

/ 0 /. I n s t e a d  of hav ing  a word l i k e  - moana -, f o r  ' C h i l d '  , we g e t  b u t  

mwini . It is  a l s o  w o r t h w h i l e  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  the t o n e  on t h e  p r e f i x  is consis- 

t e n t l y  low . T.he o n l y  class w i t h  a high tone preffx is aiass 10 

, v .  

CLCCSS :2 -.-.- 2.3.2 

The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  class i s  w i -  , w h i l e  t h e  c o r r e s p o n -  

d i n g  Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x  i s  ha- . Here a l s o ,  one o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  a b o u t  

t h e  Bakweri l anguage  m u s t  be  b rough t  o u t  . I f  one h a s  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n o t h e r  

t y p i c a l  c o a s t a l  Bantu l anguage  l ike Duala,  w i t h  which .8akweri s h a r e s '  a . . l o t  o f  

l i n g u i s t i c  s imi la r i t i es ,  it is  seen t h a t ,  t h e  p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  r e m a i n s  

i : . : cn t i ca l  t o  t h a t  o f  Pro to-Bantu ,  which is ha- - I n  Balcweri, tnost of t h e  / b I 

s o u n d s  have  been changed t o  a sound t h a t  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a combina t ion  

OF I h e  b i l a b i a l  f r i c a t i v e /  @ / and t h e  semi vowel / W / - For  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  ~ k h i s  work, and f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e  semi vowel / / h a s  been u s e d  t o  

r cp resen t  t h i s  sound . Zxarnples of nouns from t h i s  c lass  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

( 7 )  ws-ttr 
' P e r s o n s  I 

w2l-l:5li 
'Eu ropesns  

wi-kGt6 
' S e r v a n t s  1 

w5-mihy5mY 
' t iusbands '  

.A -1:mh 

w&l!?lY 
' T e a c h e r s  

ws-n; 
' C h i l d r e n '  

'Ghos ts  I 
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I 2.3.3 CLASS 3 

I The c l a s s  3 p r e f i x  f o r  Bakweri i s  mb- , w h i c h  a l s o  torr- 
~ 

I 
~ s p o n d s  t o  t h e  P ro to -Ban tu  C l a s s  3 p r e f i x ,  mo- . One r e a l i z e s  immedia t e ly  t h a t  

t h i s  p r e f i x  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  c l a s s  'I p r e f i x  rnh- ; 

n u s t  be made . G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n j , t h e  Bantu noun c l a s s  d o u b l e  g e n d e r  made up 

of c l a s s e s  1 and 2 ( l / Z ) ,  c o n t a i n s  m o s t l y  p e r s o n a l  nouns ( i -e  nouns t h a t  con- 

c c r n  human b e i n g s  ) . T h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  e x m p l c s  g i v e n  u n d e r  c l a s s c s  1 

and 2 . What a c t u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h i s  class 3 p r e f i x  from t h e  c lass  1 p r e -  

f i x  is t h e  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  two c l a s s e s ,  and t h e  f ac t  t h a t  nouns from 

these two classes t a k e  t h e h  p l u r a l  fo rms  from two s e p a r a t e  c l a s s e s  - 

( 

as s u c h ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
! 
1 
I 
1 

~ 

, 
i Below a r e  examples  o f  c l a s s  3 nouns . 

The sane p r o c e s s  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  1 p r e f i x  mb- , 
where b e f o r e  a vowel r o o t ,  1 0 / may become a f f e c t e d ,  a l s o  o c c u r s  here . F o r  

e x m p l e ,  t h e r e  i s  - mw^a f o r  'Hoe' and n o t  -mb% 

CLRSS 4 ' .- 2.3.4 

T h e  p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  class i s  m& , and t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n ;  

Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x  is a l s o  me- . The f o l l o w i n g  are examples  o f  t h e  c l a s s  4 

, nouns : 

( 9 )  iIlf.-l<ril<r; 
'Sugarcanes  I 

. I - 



2.3.5 CLRSS 5 

The p r e f i x  f o r  class 5 i s  11- , b u t  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  P r o t o -  

Bantu p r e f i x  for t h i s  class is le- 

Whether it occurs befo re  consonan t  or vowel  r o o t s ,  it is  n o t  a f f e c t e d  . E e l m  

arc exmples of nouns from t h i s  c lass  - 

T h i s  p r e f i x  appears t o  be v r e y  s t a b l e  - 



The noun p r E f i x  f o r  c l a s s  6 is m2- . T h i s  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  

t h e  Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  class. &low a r e  examples  o f  nouns from t h i s  

c l a s s  . 

m$-?ni 
' M i r r o r s  I 

-A 
2.3.7 CLASS 6 a  

[Already, it h a s  been men t ioned  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  

it i s  common t o  f i n d  nouns of  t h e  s m e  o r i g i n  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  same class ,  

though it i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  nouns  of  several o r i g i n s  mixed up i n  t h e  

s m e  c l a s s  . Most l i n g u i s t s ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  working  w i t h  t h e  Bantu  l a n g u a g e s  

h a v e  s i n g l e d  o u t  t h e  doub le  c l a s s  g e n d e r  112 

have ,  t o  a g r e a t  extent ,  a lways  m a i n t a i n e d  some s t a b i l i t y  - The nouns of t h i s  

c l a s s  a r e  u s u a l l y  of t h e  human n a t u r e  . 

Nouns b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  c l a s s  

Another  c l a s s  t h a t  h a s  a c q u i r e d  some p a r t i c u l i a r i t y  

i s  class 6a . The p r e f i x  of t h i s  c l a s s  i s  a l s o  m2t- ; a p r e f i x  t h a t  correspo- 

hds  w i t h  t h a t  of Proto-Bantu  . T h i s  c l a s s  shows some s t a b i l i t y  i n  terms of  

bo th  i t s  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  a n d  i ts  p r e f i x  - As f a r  a s  t h e  Bantu l a n g u a g e s  a r e  



conce rned ,  it now a p p e a r s  t o  be a u n i v e r s a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  nouns of c l a s s  6; 

t o  be l i q u i d s  - 
Below a r e  examples  o f  c l a s s  6 a  nouns i n  Bakweri - 

mS - 1 L w  i 
'Water '  

m2-1ja 
'Blood I 

rni-ny4ngj 
'Breast m i l k  ' 
m.i-LjS 

'Palm o i l '  

C . .  

rn$-ny&rJgi rJghb5 
'Kerosene I 

B u t  n o t  a l l  l i q u i d s  o c c u r  i n  t h i s  c l a s s ,  as c o u l d  be seen i n  t .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x  of c lass  6 and czass 6 a  a r e  

t i c a l ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two classes is t h a t ,  w h i l e  class 6 nouns 

t h e  p l u r a l s  of class 5 nouns,  and are made up o f  nouns o f  d i v e r s e  o r i g i n s ,  

c lass  6 a  nouns  a r e  m o s t l y  l i q u i d s  

2.3.8 CLLSS 7 

The  p r e f i x  f o r  nouns  of t h i s  c lass  i s  6-  , w h i l e  t h e  c c  

e spond ing  Pro to-Bantu  p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  ke-  - Some examples  of nou- 

from t h i s  c l a s s  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 
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&Yi.  

1 S t i c k  1 

$-wowa 
1 P r i s o n  ' 
$-tGlG 

'Lamp' 

. *  

6 -k$ I<& 
Wlat 1 

S-wbks 
*Cornpound I 

S - l G W i  
*Market  1 

S - t b k 6  
'Sweat I 

S-WLki 
'Monkey 1 

6- l ing ;  
'Shadow * 

T h e r e  i s  an  a l lomorph f o r  t h e  p r e f i x  o f  t h i s  Cl 

w h i c h  is y -  . From t h e  Jbove e x m p l e s  , we see t h a t  t h e  noun r o o t s  a l l  b e g i  

w i t h  a consonan t  o r  a semi vowel . Where t h e  noun r o o t  b e g i n s  w i t h  a vowe l ,  

t h e  p r e f i x  i n  t h i s  case w i l l  be y- Examples of class 7 nouns w i t h  the  y- p: 

f i x  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

( IS 1 y-6ndd 
'Axe I 

y - m  
' L e a f '  

2.3.3 CLASS 8 

The p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  E nouns is u s -  - The ' e r o t 0 - E  

p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c lass  i s  v i -  . Yelow are  examples  - 
('IS) w3-w616 

w&l;wA 

'Works * 

'hi ark  e t  s 



! 

2.3.10 

. \ I  
w:2 -hIa!:l 

1Moi:l:eys I 

w s - l i i k i  
' B o t t  l e s  

w&-kp&ni 
' S a f e t y  p i n s '  

w&y$ l i  
'Leaves 

w S - t l j l G  
'Lamps 8 

w&-y& 
' S t i c k s '  

w&-whkA 
'Compounds I 

ws-w\Ow; 
' P r i s o n s  I 

w+-kSl:i 
'Mats' 

CLFiSS 9 

The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  t h e  homorganic n a s a l  N- , 
hav ing  as allomorph, t h e  $- p r e f i x  . The corresponding Proto-Bantu p r e f i x  is 

n- . Below are examples  of c l a s s  9 nouns : 
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Here  are examples  of c la s s  9 nouns w i t h  t h e  0 p r e f i x  - 

-I -- 



- 3 4  - 

The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  I-. The Proto-Bantu  prefixe: 

arc li- n e - .  ~~~~l~~ of nouns  from t h i s  c l a s s  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

f 19 ) i - n j i g  
'Roads' 

i -n jbws  
'Deers '  

f-n j 115 
' L i o n s '  

<-t&rnb$ 
'Hats '  

i-mb6li 
'Goats ' 
i -ny 2 r~;  

' C O W S  ' 
Z-ggb3 
'Dogs t 

2.3.12 CLISS 13 

The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  is y h -  - The P ro to -Ban tu  

p r c f i x  f o r  c lass  13 i s  t o -  . The f o l l o w i n g  are  examples  of  nouns from t h i s  2 

( 2 0  1 y&- w b n i  
' C a r t r i d g e s  ' 
yh-ltlk; 

' 6 o t t l e s  1 



I 
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\ / I  
yo-worjgu 

'60xes' 

\ yo-lAk2 
IRooms' 

Cine s t r i k i n g  p o i n t  t o  n o t e  abou t  t h e  p r e f i x  of t h i s  c l a s s  i s  t h a t ,  it i: 

p o s s i b l e  t o  use t h e  w6- p r e f i x  and come up w i t h  t he  same meaning - The  p r e f i  

can  be u s e d  as  f o l l o w s  : 

( 21 w & n X  
' B i r d s  I 

w;-l l jki  
' B o t t l e s  I 

w G - l A k i  
'Rooms I 

w&w$g6 
'Boxes I 

wc?-w&n< 
' C a r t r i d g e s  I 

I n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  p r e f i x  yh- h a s  been  u s e d  f o r  c l a s s  13 s o  a s  

nake !-he c lass  d i s t i n c t  from c l a s s  0 which p o s s e s s e s  t h e  sane p r e f i x  w s -  - 

2.3.13 CLIiSS 14. 

The noun p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  wo- and t h e  a l lomorph is gb- . 7 -  

Protu-Bantu  form is vo- . The f o l l o w i n g  are  examples  of nouns o f  t h i s  c lass .  

I n f r o n t  of n o u n s  hav ing  e vowel r o o t ,  t h e  wo- p r e f i x  changes  t o  gb- 

B e l o w  are  examples  o f  nouns w i t h  t h e  gb- p r e f i x  - 
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\ 

The p r e f i x  o f  nouns  from c lass  19 is 1- I and i t  h a s  a s  al lomorph 

The Proto-Bantu p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c lass  i s  p i -  - Exanples of nouns from t h i s  

c l a s s  are: 

those having i- as p r e f i x ,  

t hose  hav ing j- as p r e f i x ,  

( 25 ) j-6ggo' 
' P o t  1 

j-6ndo' 
'Ring1 

j-6no' 
'F inge r '  
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C H l i p  T E 67 T H R E E  

CONCORD SYSTEM 

I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  noun c lasses  and t h e  noun p r e f i x e s  

were d i s c u s s e d  . T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  

concord  sys t em . Coming a t  t h e  end  of t h e  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  a summary of t h e  

p r e f i x e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  concords  - The f o l l o w i n g  concord  systems w i l l  be 

p r e s e n t e d  : 

rdumerals : Lower n u m e r a l s  1 , 2 , 3 , 4 

possessives : 1i4y1, IYour l ,  ' H i s ' ,  ' Y o u r ' ( p l ) ,  'Our' , and ' T h e i r '  - 
D e m o n s t r a t i v e s  : ' T h i s '  ( nea r ) ,  ' T h a t '  ( f a r  o f f )  . 
i , d j e c t i v e s  : 'G ig '  , 'Small '  , 'Red' , ' B l a c k '  . 
l t s s o c i a t i v e  c o n c o r d  - 
S u l i j c c t  p ronouns  

C b j c c t  p ronouns  

3:i 

The d i f f e r e n t  numera ls  are a s  f o l l o w s  ; 

* ,  
1 1 -ySl;J 

' 2 1  -w&& 

' 3 '  -wbya'& 

141 -w&ni 

8s it i s  v e r y  obv ious ,  t h e  number l i t  is a s i n g u l a r  number . I; 
t h e r e f o r e  c o n c o r d s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  s i n g u l a r  c lasses  o f  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  . The 

s i n q u l a r  c lasses  are c l a 3 s e n  1 , 3 , 5 , 7 , 9 , 1 4  , ond 19 - They are 

s e v e n  i n  a l l  - Below are exanples of nouns  from t h e s e  classes u s e d  w i t h  t h z  

numeral '1' - ( See examples  on t h e  n e x t  page  ) 
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, . ,  CL. 1 m&-to rn-.X.> 

( p e r s o n  one) 

( ' I )  'One p e r s o n '  

\ I  mw-&nG rn-Jk3 

( c h i l d  one)  

'One c h i l d '  

LL. 3 rnG-k&kkoc r n - i k j  

( s u g a r c a n e  one)  

'One s u g a r c a n e '  

m&k&nba m - h  5 
(gun one)  

'One gun '  

CL. 5 1k-y6? l-gkd 
( s t o n e  one) 

'One s t o n e '  

11-&1< 1-3kd 
( m i r r o r  one)  

I 

> I  
CL. 7 2-121G y a k 3  

(duck one) 

'One duck '  

2-thnd; yAk; 

( i n s e c t  one) 

'One i n s e c t '  

CL. Ii nj'la' @ - j k j  

( road  one) 

lOne r o a d '  

k3b 6 &k 6 
(fence one)  

'One fence '  
, /  

CL. 1 4  w ' o - l & w i  w-3k3 
I 

( t o i l e t  one)  

'One t o i l e t '  
~ 
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\ I \ I  
WD-20 w - a k 3  

( face  one) 

'One facer  

CL. '17 i - n  j -5 k 4  

( b i r d  one) 

'One b i r d '  

? -1Ak2 j -5k 5 
( b o t t l e  one)  

'One b o t t l e '  

The rest of t h e  p l u r a l  numbers  c o n c o r d  w i t h  t h e  p l u r a l  c l a s s e s  

which a re  c lasses  4 , 6 , 8 , I U  , and  13 . A s  f a r  a s  t h e  numerals are conce-  

rned, c l a s s  6 a  which is made up of  l i q u i d s  h a s  been l e f t  o u t  s ince Bakweri 

l i k e  most o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  , does  n o t  c o n s i d e r  l i q u i d s  t o  be c o u n t a b l e  . 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a re  nouns from t h e s e  p l u r a l  c lasses  u s e d  w i t h  p l u r z  

numbers . F o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  numbers ' 2 '  '3 '  and ' 4 '  have been used  . 
CL. 2 w i - t b . w i - w i  

( p e r s o n s  two) 

'TWO p e r s o n s '  

wi -n i  & - w i  

( c h i d r e n  two) 

'Two c h i l d r e n '  

wa'-Gni w&y?id 

(women t h r e e )  

' T h r e e  women' 

ws-kbmc3 wA-yi6  
(s laves  t h r e e )  

'Th ree  s l a v e s '  

w$-& w&ni  

( c h i l d r e n  f o u r )  

'Four c h i l d r e n  

( 2 )  

,' 
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rni-y i? rnS-ni 
(s tones f o u r )  

'Four stones ' 
rn$-g5n& rn5-n; 
(Holes f o u r )  

'Four h o l e s  

wG-l6l$ w&-w& 

(ducks two) 

I T w o  ducks'  

w G - l G k S  w & - w ~  

( b o t t l e s  two) 

'Two b o t t l e s '  

wi.-w$ki w&-ysa 

(monkeys th ree )  

'Three monkeys' 

w6-lGkS wb-ysd 

( b o t t l e s  th ree)  

IThree b o t t l e s '  

w&-k;k$ w6-n: 

(mats f o u r )  

'Four mats '  

wG-wSki w&nf 

(monkeys f o u r )  

IFour monkeys 

,, / EL. 'IO n j i a  1 - w i  

( road two) 

ITwo roads '  

k6  f - d  
( s n a i l .  two) 

'Two s n a i l s '  

nib61: f -y&a 

(goat t h r e e )  

IThree goats '  
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/ z ,' k.) t> 1-ya'o' 

( f e n c e  three)  

'Three  f e n c e s '  

n j t 4  <-ne1 \ I  

( r o a d  f o u r )  

*Four  r o a d s '  

% 8 t . b  yo- l iBoani  y6-& 

( k e y s  two) 

'Two k e y s '  

yo-wongo y6-wA .. , 8 

(boxes two) 

'Two boxes '  

y\o-llikli y6-yBi 

(rooms t h r e e )  

'Three rooms' 

yo-wongo yd-ya'd 

( b o x e s  t h ree )  

I T  h r e e  boxes 1 

y ; l - l l@oan l  yo-ni 

( k e y s  f o u r )  

' Four  k e y s '  

yo-lckh y6-ni  

( rooms f o u r )  

' F o u r  rooms*  

* , t  

I \ \  t / 

\ 

3.1.1 NUMERAL CONCORD 

From a l l  these numeral  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n u m e r a l  conc- 

o r d s  h a v e  been  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  classes, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 

.. c lass  6a : 



- 43 - 

CL. 

1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

1 4  

19 

- 

CL. - 
2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

13 

SINGULAR CLASbLt ,  

CONCURD 

m'- 

rn\ - 

1' - 
Y'- 

@'- 
w'- 

j'- 

PLURAL C L A S S E S  

CONCORD 

l& - 
rn6 - 
ma - 
w 6  - 

, 

.' 
1 -  

yr; - 



-1 

m, 
I 
w m. 
P 
W, 

(3 
C 
n 
x 

c 
Vd 
I c 
W\ 
t+ 

rn 
rt 
0 
3 
m 

t-' 
I 
LL- 
x 
u. 

- 

I 

I 

I 

I 

- 
I 

I 

- 
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As c o u l d  be  s e e n  from t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  n u m e r a l s  u sed  are  

"I' , 1 ' 2 %  , $31 , and ' 4 1  . A t  this l e v e l  a g a i n  , One n o t i c e s  t h a t  c l a s s  1 

and c l a s s  3 have  a n  i d e n t i c a l  concord  

c l a s s e s  had  been  b rough t  o u t  i n  c h a p t e r  two - 
The d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e s e  two 

One o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  p o i n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  i s  t h a t ,  t h e  numerals  o f  

Bakweri a re  p o s t  nomina l  , as c o u l d  be seen from t h e  e x m p l e s  t h a t  h a v e  been 

u s e d  

3 . 2  POSSESSIVES 

The p o s s e s s i v e  stems t h a t  are used  h e r e  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

l;.iy I 

f Y  o u r  8 

1 tiur 1 

l i i i s  I 

' T h e i r '  

'Your I ( p l u r a l )  

These  p o s s e s s i v e s  are used  w i t h  nouns of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  classes 

found i n  Bakweri  . T h i s  i s  exempl f i ed  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  acco- 

r d i n g  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  noun classes . 
CL. 1 md-ldna w-&? 

(woman CM. my) 

'My woman 1 

md-kbms w-&: 

( s l a v e  L'i.1. my) 

' i . 1 ~  s l a v e '  

( 3 )  

a6-1&ni w-Qgg5 
(woman CM. y o u r )  

'Your woman1 



CL. ' 2  

% ,  
mo-kom; w - h i  

( s lave  CM. h i s )  

' H i s  s l a v e '  

m & m b $ k f  w-6ni 

( e l d e r  EM. h i s )  

' H i s  s l a v e '  

mh-khm; w-&6 
( s l a v e  Cl% o u r )  

'Our  s l a v e '  

mh-mb&ki w-a'zd 
(e lder  CM. our )  

'Our  e lder  

m&-rnb&ki w-hnyd 

(e lder  CPI- y o u r ( p 1 - )  

'Your e l d e r  

mu-koms w-anyu 

( s l a v e  CPL your(pl .1  

'Your s l a v e '  

m'o-kAmi. w - j w h  

( s l a v e  Ci% t h e i r )  

I T  h e i r  s l a v e  1 

m h i n b a k l  w - 2 ~ 6  
(e lder  CM. t h e i r )  

'Their e l d e r '  

\ \  I ,  

, I  

ws-nj  w - h l  
( c h i l d r e n  EM. my) 

' i . 1 ~  c h i l d r e n  I 

w&l&nnj w - a m i  

(wonen CM. my) 

'My women 

I ,  
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CL. 3 

w;i-nS w-agg? I /  

( c h i l d r e n  CN. y o u r )  

'Your c h i l d r e n  I 

wa-Ian2 w-a 

(women CM. y o u r )  

'Your women' 

w i - &  w-C.ni 

'yj I f  

I 

( c h i l d r e n  EM. h i s )  

' H i s  c h i l d r e n '  

wa-lan; w - h i  

(wornen GI. h i s )  

' H i s  women' 

wi-n3 w-azu 

/ 4  

i l  

( c h i l d r e n  Cf-I. o u r )  

'Our c h i l d r e n '  

I I .  I ,  wa-lnna w-azu 

(women CII. o u r )  

'Our women' 

wA-ni w-anyu 4 ,  

( c h i l d r e n  EM. your(p l .1)  

'Your c h i l d r e n '  

w6-lin2 w-Any6 

(women CI*l. your (p1 .  ) )  

8 ,  w&n$ w-awu 

( c h i  1 d re n CI4- t h e  if) 

'Their  c h i l d r e n  I 

wa-lana w-6wd I I \  

(women CM. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  women 1 

. I  mo-kok6 m w - & l  

( s u g a r c a n e  CEI. my) 

' i . 1 ~  s u g a r c a n e  1 
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i I  r \  mo-zi6 m w - a m i  

( f i l e  0 1 .  my) 

Wy f i l e  1 

\ I  , I  no-kokb rnw-agg? 

( s u g a r c a n e  Ci4. y o u r )  

'Your s u g a r c a n e  

mh-Ik6rnba' rnw-dggj 

(gun CM. y o u r )  

'Your gun1 

, \ ,  / mu-k omba rnw-&u 

(r1un mi. o u r )  

' O u r  gun '  

rno--210 rnw-azu 

( f i l e  CI'I. o u r )  
'Uur  f i l e  1 

rn:-l:6k: mw-Sni 

\ ,'I I ,  

I 

( s u g a r c a n e  CI'L his) 

' H i s  s u g a r c a n e  I 

rnG-k&kmbg rnw-bni 

( g u n  CM. h i s )  

'iiis gun' 

, I /  m 0-1: u k o mw- &iyG 

(sugarcane CM. your  ( p l .  1 )  
'Vour sugarcane 1 

mu-komba rnw-s'nyh 

(gun  CI.1. y o u r  ( p l .  1 )  

. . . I  

'Your g u n '  

\ I ,  mu-koko rnw-jw; 

( s u g a r c a n e  CM. their) 

I f h e i r  s u g a r c a n e '  

. ,  , , -  
rno-komba rnw-awu 

(gun CPI. their  ) 

' T h e i r  gun 1 
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CL. 4 

mG-k6i<6 rn6-69g5 
(sugarcanes CMr y o u r )  

'Your sugarcanes'  

m6-kbmbd m6-&pj  
(guns C1.l. your )  

'Your guns' 

m8-koko m-en1 

(sugarcanes CFl. h i s )  

I ,  I ,  

I l l i s  sugarcane' 

ms-kornba m-i.ni 

(guns GI-1. h i s )  

* /  

'liis guns' 

r t  m6-koko mw-&d 

(sugarcanes CI.1. o u r )  

'Our sugarcanes I 

m6 --I< 6mb Q mu- illzlj 

(guns CII. our) 

'Our guns I 

m?-ktbl:6 mw-anyu 

(sugarcanes 01. your(p1.) 

" four sugarcanes' 

in 6 -k ?mi b 6 mw - a'n y 6 
(guns CPl. your (p1 .  ) )  

'Vour guns'  

mh-koko m6-awu 

I ,  

,, , I  

(sugarcanes Cil. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  sugarcanes 
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.. I ,  
rn$-l<hrnba rn5-awu 

(guns Ci.1. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  guns 

CL. 5 . l i -k6mbi 1-&1 
( f o r e s t  cr.1- my) 

'Ply f o r e s t  

l ? - I f$2  l-hmi 
(s tone CPi- my) 

'My s tone '  

1\1-k&b; l -&p~ 
( f o r e s t  CM. y o u r )  

'Your f o r e s t  I 

1 L y a  1-6rJg5 

(s tone EH. y o u r )  

'Vour s tone '  

l:-ko'mbj l - s n f  
( f o r e s t  Cl*i. h i s )  

' H i s  f o r e s t '  

l i - y z  1-i.ni 

(s tone Ell. h i s )  

' I l i s  s t o n e '  

/ I  l ? - k & b ~  1-ozu 

(Forest  our)  

'Our f o res t  1 

l?-yL? 1-42A 

(s tone EM. o u r )  

'Our s tone '  

l?-I:&n& l -dnyh 

( f o r e s t  G i l .  your(p1. ) )  

' y o u r  fo re s t  1 

1:-y2 I-gnyL 

(s tone OH. y o u r ( p 1 . ) )  

'Your  s t o n e  



CL. G 

1.'1-k6mbA l-swh 
( f o r e s t  GEL t h i e r )  

' T h e i r  f o r e s t  I 

lI-yG I.-&& 
( s t o n e  CM. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  s t o n e '  

I >  mA-k&hS rn-mi 

( f o r e s t s  CM. my) 

'hly f o r e s t s '  

mi-yai m-ami 

( s t o n e s  3% my)  

'My s t o n e s  1 

m: -I< &rn b\a rn- &JCJ 6 
( f o r e s t s  Ci.1. y o u r )  

I i  I \ 

'Your r o re s t s '  

1 %  8 ,  
rns-yai m-arjgD 

( s t o n e s  C I ~ .  y o u r )  

'Y o u r  s tones  1 

mB-&& m-&i 

( f o r e s t s  CM. h i s )  

' H i s  f o r e s r t s '  

m i - y a i  m - h i  r \  

(s tones CM. h i s )  

' H i s  s t o n e s '  

m;-k&b& m-&d 
( f o r e s t s  CT,!. o u r )  

' O u r  f o r e s t s '  

m i - y a i  m-azu 
1 %  , <  

(s tones C!1. o u r )  

'Dur  s t o n e s '  



CL. 6a  

_. 
I \  < I  

rn? -komb a rn- any u 

( T o r e s t s  CI 1. y o u r ( p 1 ) )  

IYour f o r e s t s '  

ms-yai  m-anyu 

( s t o n e s  CM. your(p1.)  

'Your s t o n e s '  

m$-l:omba m-awu 

( f o r e s t s  CM. ; h e i r )  

I T h e i r  foresbs I 

n s - y a i  m-awu 

( s t o n e s  EEL t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  s t o n c s '  

,\ , I  

8 . .  I ,  

I *  l ,  
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\ . /  m 5 - i ~  a m-6ni 

(b lood  CM. h i s )  

' h i s  b lood '  

m i - l l i w ;  m-anyu 
, I  

(water CM. your(p1.)) 

'YOUS bla'ter' 

I ,  m i - y j ;  m-anyu 

(b lood  CM. your(pl .1)  

'Your b l o o d '  

rns-liiwa in-owu 

(water CI.1. tlieis) 

' The i r  wa te r '  

fl I \  

ms-:j; m-&& 

(b lood  CI?. t h e i r )  

'Theis  b l o o d '  

/. 
CL. 7 2-l$g& y-ami 

(shadow Ci-1. my) 

lt iy siladow I 

I ,, S-wik i  y-ami 

(monkey CM. my) 

Viy nionltey 1 

6-l:gqk y-;9g3 

(shadow Ci.1. your)  

'Your shaclow 

&w&! y-iIJg3 

(monkey C i L  your)  

'Your monkey 1 

r l  G - l l r ~ g ~  y - m i  

(shadow Cl. h i s )  

' t i i s  shadow 1 



\ , I  &l:l)gE y-azu 

(shadow W. o u r )  

'Our  shadow I 

g-wbki y-6zb 

(monkey Ell. o u r )  

~-1Irpk y-Anyi!i 

(shadow CM. your (p1 . ) )  

l y o u r  shadow 1 

G-wik i  y-anyu I # ,  

(monkey CPl. your (p1 . ) )  

Wour  monkey 1 

G-lbyJ2 y - h h  

(shadow CM. t h e i r )  

' r h e i r  shadow I 

S-whki y-awu / I ,  

(monkey CM. t h e i r )  

VTheir monkey I 

I \  WG-kikS w & - m l  

(mats CI4. my) 

tl4y mats '  

WS-Wikl Wb-rnl I r b  

(monkeys Ci.1. my) 

'IJd I 
W S - W ; i l < l  w&-d 

(monkeys Ci4. y o u r )  

'Your monkeys I 

w2 -k$ IkS w & - &yj < 
(mats Ci-I. y o u r )  

lYour m e t 5 1  

wS-k$l:$ w-en1 . I  

(mats Ci.1. h i s )  

I n i s  m a t s 8  



CL. 9 
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wi3-wski w-&< 

(monkeys Cil. h i s )  

' H i s  monkeys' 

w&-k$ki  we-&& 

(mats CI4. o u r )  

!Our m a t s  1 

w&-w;ki we-a'zli 

(monkeys CPl. o u r )  

w&-I:2kA w&-&yU' 

(ma t s  Ci4. y o u r ( p l . ) )  

Wour m a t s '  

wi i -wA~c  i w 6 -  &y 6 
(monkeys Ci.1- your(p1.)) 

Wour  monkeys 1 

wt?-k$k$ wb-&& 

(ma t s  CF.1. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  m a t s '  

I wt?-w&ki w6-&6 

(monkeys CM. their) 

' T h e i r  monkeys I 

mb6h y-&? 

(village Cil. my) 

'My V i l l a g e '  

I .  mboa y 4 n i  

( v i l l a g e  EM. h i s )  

liiis v i l l i r g c  1 
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1<5 Y -&yu 

( s n a i l  CPl. y o u r ( p l - ) )  

'Your s n a i l  I 

k; y-&6 
( S n a i l  Ci% ou r )  

l o u r  s n a i l '  

mh6h y-a'zh 

( v i l l a g e  Cbl. t h e i r )  

VTheir  v i l l a g e  1 

CL. 10 I - m b S  j-&I 
( v i l l a g e s  C k  my) 

Itly v i l l a g e s  I 

:-kj j - d g g j  
( s n a i l s  CM. y o u r )  

lYour  s n a i l s '  

i-rnh& j - 6 n i  
( v i l l a g e s  CM. h i s )  

' H i s  v i l l a g e s '  

:-k3 j - & b  

( s n a i l s  CM. o u r )  

'Our s n a i l s '  

1-k> j-a'nyb , I  

( s n a i l s  Ci-1. your(p1 . ) )  

lYour s n a i l s '  

$-k2 J -awu t . t ,  

( s n a i l s  CN. t h e i r )  

!The i r  s n a i l s '  

r 

1 .  CL. 13 y 6 - n M  wg-ami 

( b i r d s  CPl. my) 

'My b i r d s  
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\ I  / I  y o - n m i  wb-agg:, 

( b i r d s  C k L  y o u r )  

1Vour b i r d s '  

\ /  y i i - n m i  y - g n i  

( b i r d s  CPL h i s )  

' H i s  b i r d s '  , .  y o - n s n i  w6-6zJ 
( b i r d s  CM. our)  

'our  b i r d s '  

y o - l t h ;  wk-gnyd 

(rooms CPL your(p1.)) 

'Your rooms' 

yd-llikG y-&d 

, 

(rooms CM. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  rooms I 

. ,  t \  

( t o i l e t  CM. my) 

CL. 14  wo-low;; w-ami 

Wy t o i l e t  I 

wd-lkwa '  w-.&ps 
( t o i l e t  Cl% y o u r )  

'Your t o i l e t  I 

I w; i - l ' owg  w-sni 
( t o i l e t  CM- h i s )  

'His t o i l e t '  

w L l i j w 6  w-azu 
(waist  CM. o u r )  

J I  

'our  wa i s t :  

w & l C w 6  w-anyu 

(waist  CM. your(p1.)) 

'Your waist  

, I  

I >  
.. 

WA-lGW6 w-awu 

(wais t  Ci.1. t h e i r )  

' T h e i r  w a i s t  1 
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CL. 19 i-ri3n: j-&I 
( b i r d  CI.1- my) 

'My b i r d s '  

;-n% j-+g5 

( b i r d  CM. your) 

IYour b i r d !  

i - d n i  j-626 
( b i r d  CM. our)  

f o u r  b i r d 1  

;-lGkir j - h f  
(room CM. h i s )  

ll-lis rooml 

I - n h i  j-Sny6 

( a i r d  Ci-i. your(p1. ))  

!Your b i r d '  

1-13kir j-&6 
(room Ci.1. t h e i r )  

1 T h e i r  rmml 

3.2.1 POSSESSIVE CONCORD 

The p o s s e s s i v e  concord  a5 c o u l d  b e  go t  from the c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  various classes  i s  as f o l l o w s  : 

- CL. CONCORD 

I w '- 
2 w f- 

rnw '- 3 

r .  4 rn& -, rnw'- 

5 1 '- 
m '- 6 



CL. - 

Ga 

7 

8 

9 

10 

13 

1 4  

19 
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CONCORD 

m'- 

Y'- 

wi .  - , w'- 

Y / -  

jt- 

wi. -,yz- 

W'- 

j /- 

From t h e  above a n a l y s i s ,  one  r e a l i z e s  immedia t e ly  t h a t  most o f  t h e  

c lasses  have  a n  i d e n t i c a l  p o s s e s s i v e  concord  Classes 1 , 2 and 1 4  have  

t h e  sane concord  . The sane is  a l s o  t rue of classes  6 . a n d  6a,  7 and 9, 8 

and 13,  and f i n n a l l y ,  c lasses  . l o  and 19 - 
J u s t  l i k e  t h e  numeral ,  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  i n  Eakwer i  i s  pos t -nominal  . 

The p o s s e s s i v e  stems are r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  as f o l l o w s  : 

&I - 1i"lY I 

&y$ -1Vour l  

6 n f  - ' H i s '  

&zu' - I o u r '  

anyu - IVour(p1.) 

dw6 - ' T h e i r '  

r. I 

The t o n e  f o r  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  concord  i s  high. The accompanying t a b l e  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  concord  i n  Oakweri . 





3 . 3  DEMONSTRATIVES 

The Bakweri  l a n g u a g e  h a s  t w o  t y p e s  of d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  : t h e  closer 

( n e a r )  d imens ion  and t h e  f a r  o f f  d i m e n s i o n  - The f a r  o f f  d imens ion  is away 

f rom t h e  two s p e a k e r s .  The d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  have  been  u s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e n t e n c e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  noun classes : 

CL. 'I 

( 4 )  

CL. 2 

%L. 3 

EL. 4 

,, / ,., uno mo-lana 

# T h i s  woman 

6590 mo'-l,'nA 

'That  wonan' 

, 

w-&& wa-lanh 

(GI-?. t h e s e  women) 

'These  women! 

w-;rJ+ w $ - G  

(CPI. t h o s e  c h i l d r e n )  

'Those  c h i l d r e n I  

m-o'n6 m&k?nnb~  

(Cf.1. t h i s  gun)  

# T h i s  gun' 

m-6nqo' m6-kbmba' 

(CM. t h a t  gun) 

'That  q u n l  



CL. 6 m-&L m;-y&i 
(CM. these stones) 

VThese s tones '  

._ . .  
m-in6 ma-yai 

(CM. those s tones '  

CL. 6 2 



CL. 10 

CL. 13 

in: nJ16 
'These roads  8 

w- in6 w i - n m l  '. 
(CM. these b i r d s )  

'These birds' 

w-iqgc wi.-nSni 

(CM. t hose  b i r d s )  

'Thase b i r d s  1 

- 

is as fo i iows  : 

-. t '  

LL; 
I 

0 
L 

3 

4 



CCNC CRD 

1= - 
m'- 

me- 

,.,_ 
I 

w \  - 
W'- 

cmes before t h e  noun . As could be seen f r a  t h e  a n a i y s i s ,  ciasses  T,?: '2 

inri 10 ; ~ R V E  no d m c n s t r a t i v e  x n c n r d  - 



i 
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3.4 ADJECTIVES 

The a d j e c t i v e s  t h a t  have been used h r e r  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a r e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  : 

1 O i g '  

' S m a l l  I 

'Oloclc 1 

lRed I 

The stems f o r  these a d j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  language are  : 

IOig I n d & i  

' h a l l  I 221: 

' U l a c k '  i n d >  

'Red' t 6 y 5  

.. 
CL. 2 

These a d j e c t i v e s  have 'been used as f o l l o w s  : 

m6-16ni rno'-n&nn2. 

(woman CM. b i g )  

'D ig  wornan' 

m 6 - 1 & 2  rn$-z&li 

(woman 1 3 1 -  smal l )  

'Small woman' 

mo'-l&; &- ind$ 

(woman EM. b lack)  

'Black woman' 

rn&-tL i - t k y i  

( p e r s o n  EN. r ed )  

'Red pexson l  

(women CM. b i g )  

' E i g  wuraent 

\ 
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ws-l&$ w'a-z&i 

(women CM. small)  

'Small women 1 

wi-n i  w-indg 

( c h i l d r e n  CP1. b l a c k )  

I B l a c k  c h i l d r e n  

w 6 - l h i  wS-t6y; 

(women ci'?. red)  

'Red women' 

ZL. 3 m&k6k6 rnd-ndinh 

( s u q a r c a n e  CF-1. b i g )  

'Big  s u g a r c a n e  

mb-k6k6 rn;-z;li 

( s u g a r c a n e  CM. small.) 

'Small s u g a r c a n e  I 

mh-k&nb: m'o-tGya 

(gun  CMr red)  

'Red g u n '  

m&k6ko mw-ind; 

( s u g a r c a n e  CM. b l a c k )  

IRlack s u g a r c a n e  I 

m6-khba '  m&-z.$l? 

(guns  CM. small) 

'Smal l  g u n s '  

m6-khmb6 mw-fndh 

(guns Cp.'i. b l a c k )  

'Black g u n s '  

mS-kgk6 rni.-tGy$ 

( S u g a r c a n e s  C[I. r e d )  

'Red s u g a r c a n e s  I 



CL. 5 

i -  
-68- 



CL. 7 

CL. a 

CL, A 
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n j l l i  v - h d ;  
(fion CW. black9 

BBlack l i o n '  



CL. 19 

3.4.1 

- 7 1  - 

ADJECTIVE CUNCUAD 

Ci. 

! 

- 

t 4 

5 

6 

Sa 



CL. - 
7 

8 

9 

IE 

'i 3 

1 4  

19 

CONCORD 

3.5 ASSOCIATIVE CONCORD 

CL. 1 

" CL. 2 



CL. 3 

CL. 4 

CL. 5 

-CL. 6 

CL. 7 

.-.. L-Li 

CL. 9 

CL. 13 

,' 
EL. 14 
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The s s s s c i a t i v e  concord i s  as foiiows : 

CONCORD 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Sa 

7 

.. FL 

9 

w 0- 

mwJ- 

m6'- 

i' - 
m'- 

_ I_  

Y I- 

& - 
L;= - 

SUBJECT PRONOUN - 3 . c  --- 

CL - 1  

I , , -  

Id'- 

.. 
2 -  
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ci. 

'I 

2 

- 

- ., 
4 

5 

E, 

R ~ l n t . !  RFP t h e  s u b j e c t  p ronouns  : 

e -  

, 
\lis - 
EO - 



CL. - 

7 

8 

9 

10 

4 7 
I J  

_ .  
'I LI 

19 

With  the  exceptim of class '1, t h e  subject pronouns for a l l  

t h e  classes have a high  tone. I n  Bakweri, t h e  subject pronoun C U M ~ S  h ~ f c r ~  

:he cznstrucslons h Z b j e  bran iiizd8 in 9Ec/! ~ L i a y  t h a t  th.: 'It' FC 
. .  . .  

' T h e i '  refers t o  t h e  ncsuns i n  brackets  . 

. -  
I _  I - _  

CL. 1 

CL. 2 

CL. 3 

CL. L 

EL. 5 

CL. 5 

CL. sa 
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- 7e - 

I i 
! I 

i 

i 
i 

i i 
i+ 
I ! 

i 

i i  
I 
i 

i i  I' 
i 

.. 

P. I €  
0. 

I 
I 

u 

The o b j e c t  c o n & o r d s  a r e  a l t e r n a t i n g  be tween  w- and  m- f o r  t h e  

c lasses  . The c o n s t r u c t i o n s  are f a i r i y  t h e  sane w i t h  sme d i f f e r -  

t h e  i n t r o j u c t i o n  of 52- CT e l e n g t h e n i n g  a f  t h e  v m e l  - 

I 
i - 



3.8 ANHLYSIS OF T H t  CDNCDRD SYSTEM 

Excep t  f o r  t h e  &!?onstratiwe, the  numera l ,  posses s ive  2nd adject-  

ive E-.- L= PO&. nminra~l c For exangle, ue have, 

w&-Gns wL-nciisE 

' S i g  women' 

. \  

Mast o f  t h e  forms a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  nominal  c l a s s  o f  t h e  noun t h a t  

is used  . This t;" be aaer! ir! t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  : 

&-&& &-&I 

'My s u g a r c a n e s '  

a .  CL.4 m&KoKo m&-&n& $+ic - lknS  

IThe uomanls  s u g a r c a n e s '  

F o r  tho_ possessive. whethe r  t h e  possessor is a ma le  a~ a =--.-;= 1 '"'nALI 

t h e  ?om, ~maimj  the s z e  It is also common t o  find stems changing  wit i :  

some classes 
. .  I A s  f a r  as t h e  t o n e s  are c o n c e r n e a ,  ic i Ias a l ready  beer! q e n t i o n e c  

t h a t  t h e  Ga&erT %snz:rage - +  is. ixir t o n e  l sce ls ,  which  a re  t h e  high, loo, 

f~llin? and r i s i n g  t o n e s  .InscPar BY t h ~  $0-3: compnrtment i n  cof i tex ts  i s  

conce rned ,  i t  is r e a l i z e d  t h a t  there ere i n s t a n c e s  where  t h e  l a s t  t o n e  o i  a 

noun s p r e a d s  over t o  t h e  & n i ~ r c ;  mark- =r * 
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m 6 - l h A  m'o-z'B11 

Small  woman' 

li-b@; I-&& k-mii+-l&$ 

'The w m s i ' a  zir?nr* 

I n  t h e  B i r s t  . .... exampie, t h e  last t a n 2  nf ;."-Id spreads  over  t n  
~~~ 

t h e  concorc<aaj.> ma -$ v h i l ~  ir: the  second e x m o l e ,  t h e  las t  tone  of li-088 

which is high spreads JVEI t c  t h e  a s s o c i a t i v e  marker 1 .. Since t h e s e  t o n e s  

appear t o  change freely without any condi t ion ing ,  it becomes d i f f i c u l t  t o  

p o s t u l a t e  any n m i n a i  t o n a l  r t l 2  Pnr t h i s  language - There are even situa- 

t i o n s  where sounds a r e  lengthened, g i v i n g  rlSe t o  contour  :Ozes - 
n+. m 2 n C  

n& m 4 z i  

s; =- . i t a  (-Z--i(= \,,,J.rrrr - CL, 5) 

=~ ;_..--. 
L L J W I I  

i- 

I' 
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C H A P T E R  F O U R  

GENDERS AND T H E I R  SEMANTIC CONTENT . 
j 

R g e n d e r  h a s  a l r e a d y  been  d e f i n e d  as t h e  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  form 

of nouns 8s b r m g h t  o u t  by t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  ( o r  suf ixes  1 . When t h i s  i s  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  w e  t a l k  of doub le  c lass  g e n d e r s  . We must  n o t  however i g n o r e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  are some nouns t h a t  d o n o t  h a v e  t h e  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l   distinct^ 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  case of mass  nouns o r  l i q u i d s  s u c h  as water o r  o i l  . These can -  

n o t  be  c o u n t e d  and t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  h a v e  p l u r a l  f o r m s  - Such nouns f a l l  an01 

t h o s e  t h a t  make up t h e  s i n g l e  c lass  g e n d e r s ,  as opposed  t o  t h e  d o u b l e  c lass  

g e n d e r s ,  where  t h e  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  marked - Apart 

from t h e s e  l i q u i d  nouns,we a l s o  have  a b s t r a c t  and v e r b a l  nouns  (nouns d e r i v i  

from v e r b s  ) t h a t  c a n n o t  be c o u n t e d  .Though t h e y  may n o t  be z o n s i d e r e d  a s  

making a c lass  o f  t h e i r  own, i t  i s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  h e  grouped  w i t h  

nouns t h a t  make up t h e  d o u b l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r s  - 

! 

! 

Below is  a n  e l a b o r a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  these two d i f f e r n t  k i n d s  of  

g e n d e r s  i n  Bakwer i ,beQinning  w i t h  t h e  d o u b l e  c lass  g e n d e r  

4.1 DOUBLE CLASS GENDERS 

From t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  t h i s  s t u d y ,  it h a s  been  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

Yakweri h a s  seven d o u b l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r s  These have  been  d i s p l a y e d  as follo 

i n  t h e  accompanying t a b l e  : 

t h e  column t o  t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  t a b l e  is t h a t  of s i n g u l a r  c l a s s e s  . ThE 

column t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  t a b l e  is t h a t  of p l u r a l  classes .The l i n e s  conn: 

i n g  the  

c lass  g e n d e r s  i n  Bakweri  . 
I n d i c a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a i r i n g s  t h a t  make up d o u b l e  



1 2 

- 
3 -  4 

- 

5 6 

T a b l e  4.1 
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As t h e  t a b l e  shows, t h e r e  are seven d o u b l e  class g e n d e r s  i n  

Bakweri as f o l l O w s  : 

4.1-1 

Double c lass  g e n d e r  1/2 

Double c lass  g e n d e r  314 

Double class g e n d e r  516 

Double class g e n d e r  718 

Double c lass  g e n d e r  7/10 

Double class gender 1416 

Double class g e n d e r  19/13 

GENDER 1/2 

m L / w A -  

T h i s  g e n d e r  i s  made up o f  nouns  d e s i g n a t i n g  people . Below are 

examples of nouns 

( 1 )  

t h a t  make up t h i s  gender : 



- a 4  - 

GENUtR 3 / 4  

t .  
n o  -/m e - 

T h i s  g e n d e r  i s  marked by a c r o s s - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t :  

V a r i o u s  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  membership i n  t h i s  c l a s s  c o u l d  be charar. 

t e r i z e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  way : 

( a )  Lonq t h i n  objec ts .  

( d )  h i m a l s ,  Insec ts  and r e l a t e d  o b j e c t s  
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( e )  Nouns d e r i v e d  from v e r b s  

( f )  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

1.3 GENDER 5/6  

T h i s  g e n d e r  is made up of nouns  of d i f f e r e n t  o r i g i n s  a s  follows 

( 3 i a ) Ma'tural Db, jects  



BodV P a r t s  

Household Objects 

l i - v & n y &  Water g u a r d ( s )  
mi-vanya 

P l a n t  Life 



- 07 - 

Nouns d e r i v e d  from verbs ( e )  - 

1:-vi: IHnowledge ' 
m i - v i e  ,\ 

Man-made I tems 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

13. -t 699 6 1 0 a c k y a r d ( s )  
n$-t69g6 



4.1.4 GENDER 7/8: ?-/W&- 

Nouns f o u n d  i n  t h i s  g e n d e r  are g r o u p e d  as f b l l o w s :  

( 4 ) ( a ) Animals  and B i r d s  

( b ) P L a n t - r e l a t e d  Items 

( c ) House Items and r e l a t e d  Ob , j ec t s  
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( d ) I n s t r u m e n t s  

( e ) B o d v - r e l a t e d  Items 

( f ) M i s c e l l a n e o u s  



- 90 - 
4.1.5 GENDER 9/10 

N - / i -  

T h i s  gender appears t o  be t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  genders, con ta  

i n g  a wide range of nouns. Most animals are found i n  t h i s  gender . The nou 

have t h e  f o l l o w i n g  grOUpingS : 

( 5 ) ( a ) Animals 



- 9 1  - 

( E )  Body P a r t s  

( d )  N a t u r a l  Ob,jects 

( e )  Food I tems 



( 9 )  I n s e c t s  

F l y  (f l i e s )  I n y i n y l  

i - n y  :ny 1 

#Cockroach  (es) v'enjli 

i-v$nj; 

( h )  B i r d s  

W L Z G  

wb-zl j  
' P a r r o t  ( s )  1 
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( i )  School-related Items 

Miscellaneous ( k )  



h 

What one n o t i c e s  w i t h  nouns of t h i s  g e n d e r  i s  t h a t ,  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

number of them a r e  borrowed words  - They are b o r r o w e d  from E n g l i s h  - The 

f o l l o w i n g  are some examples : 

4.1.6 GENDER 19/13 

\ \  1-/yo- 

fis compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  g e n d e r s ,  nouns  o f  t h i s  g e n d e r  are n o t  

i 



4. 1 7 

7 

GENDER 14 /6  

wb-/mS- 

The f a l l o w i n g  are examples of nouns  from t h i s  g e n d e r  : 

\ ,  

g b - l t o  'S to ry  (stories) 
& - i t 6  

W i t h  t h i s  l a s t  gendercomes  t h e  end  of the a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  

c l a s s  g e n d e r s  and t h e i r  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  - F o l l o w i n g  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  be t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  s i n g l e  c lass  g e n d e r s  and t h e i r  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  . T ~ E  

s i n g l e  class g e n d e r s  are : 

Gender  3 

Gender 5 

Gender 6 

Gender 6% 

Gender 7 

Gender B 

Gender 9 

Gender 1 4  

Gender  19 



4.1.8 GENDER 3 
, mo- 

Below are  nouns  from t h i s  c l a s s  : 

'Weight ' ( 8 )  mA-zirnb5 

md-t% 'Noise 1 

4 .  1. g GENDER 5 

1:- 
The f o l l o w i n g  are t h e  g r o u p s  of nouns  found i n  t h i s  g e n d e r  : 

( 9 )  ( a )  I i b s t r a c t  nouna d e r i v e d  from v e r b s  

1:-v&lj,. 'Jumping 

l:-z& '€lush c l e a r i n g '  

l i - V A  ' T h e f t  

1 :- 13 k 5 

l:-fIlG ' B u r i a l '  

l:-kp& __ ' F a i l u r e  1 

1:-t;t; ' F a i l u r e  I 

'Chea t ing  1 

l f - n d $  ' B l a c k '  

1:-tsya 'Red' 

( d )  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
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4.1.10 GENDER 6 

rn2- 

Below a r e  e x m p l e s  : 

XStubborness '  ,, ( 10 ) m2-nyia 

m.i-tAn6 ' F a u l t  1 

r n A - 1 1  s IMoney 1 

rn$-&nb; ' C a t a r r h  1 

rn.i-z6rnm$ 'Thanks 

mA-za' 

rns-khkh ' E l e p h a n t  g r a s s '  

m i  -v Ani I J u n c t i o n  I 

I App 1 au se I 

4.1.11 GENDER 6 a  

m i -  

T h i s  g e n d e r  is made up of l i q u i d s  - T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  example: 

GENDER 7 

e-  

-- 4.1.12 

Nouns o f  t h i s  g e n d e r  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

( 12 ) ( a ) I l lnesses  

$ - v i v i  'Rhaurnatism I 

$-kblbkoto '  '["le as l e s  



I4bs t r ac t  nouns 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

GENDER 8 

us- 
Examples o f  nouns f r o m  t h i s  g e n d e r  are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

( 13 ) w$-gw&li t 8 e h a v i o u r  

ws-t i t  lj 'Anger I 

w i - v b t 6 l i  I t l eg inn ing  1 

w 6  -kp 6 1: ! E n t r a n c e s  

4.1.1rt GENDER 9 

N- 
Nouns of t h i s  g e n d e r  have t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p i n g s  : 

( 1 4  ) ( a ) M e t e o r o l o q i c a l  and n a t u r a l  phenomena 

ybkws fV ry  season1 

mbLv6ni 'Wind I 

rJg5 15 1 6 W A  IThunder 1 
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( b )  A b s t r a c t  nouns  d e r i v e d  from v e r b s  

zing;  # D i s l i k e  

1&Jg; * L i f e %  

nyik: ISwimming 1 

I C o n v e r s a t  i o n '  w&ndi  

mijuel:  -3 .,\ 1 Que s t  i on I 

ndbrJg&b:  'Meet ing I 

1GZG 'Desire 

nd616 'Love' 

@%Jq3 ' F e a r '  

169qo $ \  an a 'Help 

( G I  Food s t u f f  

Most o f  t h e  nouns of  t h i s  g e n d e r  are borrowed from E n g l i s h  . 
Below are  some examples : 



MoneV-related Items -- 

w 51; ' L O S S '  

r n b z b g i  ' P r o f i t  1 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

lo'wa'  VGod 1 

m w h 2  IT omorrow I 

rnirnb; 'Wine' 

ta ' :k6 ITobacco 1 

nytllJ& 'Witchcraft 1 

w;rJg; ' B r a i n '  

Gender 14  

, 
wo- 

E e l w  are exmples  o f  nouns of t h i s  g e n d e r  : 

4.1.16 GENDER 19 

\ 
1- 

Exmples of g e n d e r  19 nouns are t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 
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C H A P T E R  F I V E  

CONCLUSIQN 

A l l  t h r o u g h ,  t h i s  p i e c e  of  work h a s  a t tempted  t o  describe t h e  

noun c l a s s  system of E a k w e r i  . During  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  p r e f i x e s  were b r m  

ou t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  p ro to -Ban tu  from which most  o f  t h e  p r e f i x e s  of t h e  

Bantu l a n g u a g e s  emerged - 
T h e  Bakwer i  l a n g u a g e  t h e r e f o r e  h a s  f o u r t e e n  noun c l a s s e s .  T h e  

p ro to -Ban tu  system h a s  twen ty  t h r e e  noun c l a s s e s  .Anyway, o n e  d i d  no t  exp 

t o  f i n d  a l l  t h e s e  noun classes i n  Bakweri - 
Looking a t  t h e  noun a f f i x e s ,  B a k w e r i  i s  t o t a l l y  d e v o i d  of  s u f f  

T h i s  t h e r e f o r e  means t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  h a s  o n l y  noun p r e f i x e s  i n  c o n t r a s t  

o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  have  b o t h  p r e f i x e s  and s u r f i x e s  

i d e n t i c a l  p r e f i x e s  Such c lasses  are d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  e i t h e r  by t h e i r  semi 

t i c  c o n t e n t  o r  t h e  t o n e  of t h e  p r e f i x e s  . For  example ,  from t h e  a n a l y s i s .  

i t  i s  seen t h a t  classes 1 and 3 ,  6 and 6a, hnd 10 and 19 hawe i d e n t i c a l  

p r e f i x e s  - What d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them from each  o t h e r  is t h a t ,  t h e  s i n g u l a r  

c lasses  t a k e  t h e i r  p l u r a l  fo rms  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c lasses  . T h e i r  s e m a n t i c  con  

e n t s  d i f f e r  as is t h e  case w i t h  c l a s s  6 and c l a s s  6 a  nouns  . Class 6a is 

made up of  l i q u i d s ,  w h i l e  c l a s s  6 is composed of n o u n s  of  d i f f e r e n t  semc 

o r i q i n s .  T h e  p r e f i x e s  of classes 10 and 19 are d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by t o n e s  . 
Class  10 h a s  a h i g h  t o n e  p r e f i x  , w h i l e  t h e  p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  19 i s  low . 

Some c l a s s e s  h a v e  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  concord  sys t em,  t h e r e  is some u n i f o r m i t y ,  d -  

Lhe p r e s e n c e  of few a l t e r n a t i o n s  . Except  f o r  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i v e ,  a s p e c t  

l i k e  'ilie p o s s e s s i v e ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i v e ,  t h e  numcra l  and  t h e  a d j e c t i v e ,  BI 

p o s t  nominal -  
.. 

Bakweri l i k e  o t h e r  1lantu l a n g u a g e s ,  has w h a t  i s  iknown a s  ? ; ~  

' a l l i t e r a t i v e  c o n c o r d '  -This is  a s i t u a t i o n  whereby the p r e f i x  of  t h e  I 

noun is r e p e a t e d  i n  t i i ~  c l e n e n t s  t i i z t  f o l l o w  i t  - T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i.re s r  
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examples: 

w$-n?i wg-nd?n$ 
( c h i l d r e n  EL- b i g )  

'Biy c h i l d r e n '  

m;-6@ mj - t i . y j  

( m i r r o r s  EL- r e d )  

'Red d o o r s '  

li-y;: l l - t S y 5  

( s tones  EL. r e d )  

'Red s t o n e s '  

The s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  o f  i h ?  v a r i o u s  g e n d e r s  w a s  n o t  l e f t  out  i n  

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  . The o n l y  g e n d e r s  t h a t  e x h i b i t e d  some c o s i s t e n c y  i n  their 

c o n t e n t  a r e ,  t h e  d o u b l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r  112 and t h e  s i n g l e  c l a s s  gender  6 a .  

Gender  ' l /J  is made up of  p e r s o n s ,  w h i l e  g e n d e r  6 a  is  t y p i c a l l y  a l i q u i d  

c l a s s  . 
The o t h e r  c l a s s e s  are made up  of nouns  of d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  or 

o r i g i n s ,  t h m g h  nouns  of c e r t a i n  o r i g i n s  domina te  t h e  c o n t e n t  of c e r t a i n  

c lasses  or q e n d e r s  - For example ,  most  a n i m a l s  are  found i n  t h e  d o u b l e  class 

ijender 9/10 . 
One s t r i l c i n g  p o i n t  about  t h e  c lasses  of t h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  t h a t ,  

c l 2 . s ~  15 takes  it p l u r a l  forin i n  botlh class 13 and c l a s s  6 . T h i s  i s  a 

s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  he g i v c n  an i n s t a n t  e x p l a n a t i o n  . T h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l g  

cnse t h a t  was  found  o u t  . 
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T h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  c h a r a c - t e r i z e d  by f o u r  l e v e l  t o n e s  - These are  

t h e  h j g h ,  low,  r i s i n g ,  and f a l l i n g  t o n e s  The  t o n e s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  

f r e q u e n c y  U T  o c c u r e n c e  are t h e  h i g h  and low t o n e s  - T h e s e  t o n e s  can b e  monc 

s y l l a b i c  , d i s y l l a b i c  , or  even  t r i s y l l a b i c  . The t o n e s  a l s o  h a v e  a m o l o d i c  

c o m b i n a t i o n  - Since  t h e s e  t o n e s  h a v e  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  f l u c t u a t i n Q  f r e e l y , a t  

t h i s  s t a g e ,  j t  becomes d i f f i c u l l  t o  p o s t u l a t e  c o n c r e t e  t o n a l  r u l e s  

Dur ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o r  t h i s  work, c e r t a i n  p r o b l e m s  were d i s c o -  

v e r e d ,  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  lie q i v e n  any s o l u i i o n  because of t ime c o n s t r a i n t s . T h r  

a r c  h c r c  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  below - 

5. I SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

U u r i n g  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  a rule c o u l d  n o t  b e  w r i t t e n  o u t  f o r  t h e  

t o n e s  due  t o  t h e i r  f ! .uctuat ing t e n d e n c y  - A l s o  , t h e r e  was t h e  case of one 

C l Z S S  h a v i n g  t w o  p l u r a l  c lasses  - T h e s e  are a r e a s  t h a t  c o u l d  be rirorked upon 

a s  i;o g i v e  better e x p l a n a t i o n s  

B e s i d e s  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  from t h e  a n a l y s i s  , i t  was s e e n  t h a t  much 

h a s  n o t  been  done  on t h i s  l a n g u a g e  - C o n s i d e r i n g  t h z  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l anguage!  

t c  communi t i e s  , it becomes n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  them . There are  many are: 

of . t h i s  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  h s v e  n o t  been  worked upon - T h e s e  areas  i n c l u d e  t h e  

phonolngy , t h e  morplhologica l  d e s c r i p t i o n  and the s y n t a x  kin au thography  

s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  s o  t h a t  readers  c a n  p r o f i t  f r o m  it . 
T h i s  a r e a  is vc ry  i m p o r t a n t  , e s p e c i a l l y  i f  o n e  h a s  t o  c o n s i d e r  

t h c  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was one  of t h e  f i rs t  hreas  to'come i n  con tac t  w i t h  f o r e i g n  

I h c s c  are  a reas  t h a t  brougl-it a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  o f  p i d g i n  E n g l i s h  . Thus, 
.- 

:;he i n f l u e n c e  of p i d g i n  E n g l i s h  on  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h i s  people  can even  b e  

l o o k e d  a t  - A c t u a l l y ,  p i d g i n  had  t o  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  rest o f  t h e  l a n d  from t h i  

z o n e  T h e o r i t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s u c h  as t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  and m o r p h o l o g i c a l  
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d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  of course make i t  easier f o r  a p p l i e d  work s u c h  as t h e  de  

l o p n e n t  of l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l s  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  - 
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