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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

" 1.0, Introduction

This chapter introduces the work as a whole by spelling out the objectives
and significance of the study, providing background linguistic information on
‘the people of Biandd  and their language and also describing the research
methoadology and analytical procedures employed in the study. Scction one
presents the objectives and significance of the study while section two gives the
background and wotivation for the study. Section three desciibes the
peographical and historical situation of Bandd and its linguistic classiﬁcatidn.‘
Section {our presents the iitérature review of the language and section five the
data collection and analytical procedures finally section six gives the outline of

the work while seetion seven presents the conctusion of the chapter.

I.1. Objectives of the study

The purpose of this work is essentially to provide a descriptive analysis
of complex constructions in Band). For the purposes of this study, the
complex construction is defined as (1) any sentence of morte than one clause,
whether those clauscs are conjoined or subordinated owe to another, (2) any
phrase with more (han one constituent. Specifically, the study highlights the
salient syntactic features of BAndd co-ordination and subordination structures,
Among many other things we will

- deseribe the markers of co-ordination in Bandy ;



)

- discuss their syntactic distribution, context of use and the effect that the
use of each co-ordinator has on the other constituents of the
construction;

- describe the dilferent fortns of subordination and their distinctive
{eatures: and "

- study the co-telationship between tense and subordination in Ban33 .

This study will be a significant contribution in the -domains of co-
ordination and subordination in general and to studies on Band3 in pdrticular.
Van Qirsouw(1987:118) observes that the lack of exhaustive and definitive
treatiment of co-ordination and subordination arises from the remarkably limited
range of data . usually from a few languages, which has often constituted the
basis for the formulation of theories. The consequences of this is that universal
principles formulated about co-ordination and subordination phenomena based
upon such restrictive data oflen turn out to be inadequate . This study will,
therefore. add onto existing data and broaden the base on which more
comiprehensive and adequate theories of co-ordination and subordination can be
built. At the empirical level, the study will open up new avenues for more

extensive research on the Bandd language.

1.2. Background and motivation |

The present study was motivated principally by the desire to contribute to
the process of standardising the Bind) language. According to Etienne
Sadembouo (1993:8) the process of standardizing a language requires th_é
following stages of description:

- Phonology

- Morphology

- Syntax



- Elaboration of orthographic ruies

As far as the description of the Band) language is concered, two major
steps have bcén taken. Kouam (1988) has described the phonology and the noun
morphology white 3ibi (2001) has described the verb morphology (cf. section
14 and chapter I1 for more detail's). To advance the description of the language
therefore. a description which goes beyond the morphology to cover the syntax
is required. 1t is for this reason that we have decided to describe the structure of
complex constructions. In the course of this description, the structure of simple

phrases and simple sentences will surface.

1.3. The language

Spoken in the south province of Cameroon, Band3 is the native language of
the Band) people. The language is spoken principally in Kribi. Band3 is also
spoken in nearby cities such as Yaounde, Douala, Edea where some native

speakers have settled for better job and market opportunities.

1.3.1. Geographic situation

According to Siroma (1980: 1.0),' Band) villages are found along .the coast,
running along the Atlantic ocean, namely in Kribi, in Lobe, in Bongaele. The
_851155 people are also fouhd in grand Batanga II, in Bagandoue, in Ngoe, in
Talla and Wanye. The name Batanga given to the language was that of their
~ancestor named Ntanga.

~ The socio-economic activities of the people 6f Béand3 are enhanced by the
proximity of rivers: Kienke, Lokoundje, Lobe and the level nature of the land.

Bandd people tive mainly on fishing. Petit Batanga in the south, Kribi and

Grand Batanga in the north are the fishing centres where 'traditional_ maritime



fishing for men and (raditional continental fishing for women are practised.
Apart from fish. the people eat sea foods such as cuttlefish, prawns, spiny
lobsters. oysters clc. _

Farm work is cssentially done by women. Cassava is the major food crop
cultivated. The yield is exiremely pﬁor due to the poor fertility of the soil.

A wood industry has been established in Kribi. 'The Mboa-manga port
forwards wood to Douala for overseas exploitation.

Beaches and other natural wonders such as the Lobe water fall attract a

lot of tourists and enable the development of the region.

1.3.2. Historical situation

Band> .peo_ple betong to the Batanga ethnic group. The name Batanga ineans
“those from Ntanga ™ the descendants of Ntanga. The class 2 prefix /ba/ means
“those {rom™ joined to Ntanga we have Batanga. Ntanga is one of Mbedi’s sons,

- Mbedi being the common ancestor of Douala, Bétanga, Bakweri, and Malimba.
They came from the Nile valley around the 15" century, travelled via Congo
from where they migrated towards the north west and arrived in Cameroon
through the present East province. The group was broken up and the Batanga
reached the seaside through Mahale. Guthrie (1983:32) subdivides the Batanga
people inté three groups: Bandd, Bapiki an.d Batanga. The Ban3) and Bapuku
dialects differ at the level of some phonemes. It should be noted that although
both Bapuku and Band) acknowledge the differences, they are quick to add that

there 1s perfect intetligibility between them.



1.3.3. Linguistic classification

Bindd is a Banlu language spoken in Cameroon. Guthrie (1967:32)
classifics it in group A30. Balanga and Yasa ave the only languages of this group
spoken - Camceroon. According to Dieu and Renaud (1983:380), Ban3) is
sihmlall in zone 6. lts code number is 600. It should be noted that some
ldanguages spoken aion_g the coast around Limbe in Campo also belong to zone 6.
Biand) is identified with the number 33.00.00 by the administrative code. The
map on page 6 diawn from /\LCAM (1983: 381) shows some languages of the
region. Apart from Yasa from the south, these other languages belong to group,

4, that is to North-last Equatorial Bantu. We can reconstitute the classification

of Band) as follows:
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1.4. Literature review

A good number of linguistic works have been done on Bandd principally
in the arcas ol phonology, noun morphology and verb morphology.

Kouam (1988) did the sketcl; of the phonology and the noun class system
of Bandt. According to Bibi (2001:11), Kouam established 22 consonants and
7 vowels. These will be presented in gfeater-deta‘ils in chapter 2.

Bibi (2001:7) noted that the phonology proposed by Kouam lacked the
labial-velar /g6/. which she observed to be frequently used by the native
speakers. The presence ot not of this controversial sound however has no effect
on the present stdy. Bibi’s work dealt with the verb morphology of Band3 . She
came out with a verb group inade. up of ten components: the pre-initial, the
initial, the post-initial, the formative, the post-formative, the radical and its
suffixes. the pre-final, the final, the post-final and the affirmative marker. She
also cstablished three tense markers and five aspects . The work also contains
an impressive discussion of verbal extensions. She identifies and describes five
valency-increasing extensions and two valency-decreasing extensions.

So far, these are the major linguistic works existing on Band3. In our
opinion. on the basis of these descriptive works, a number of projects related to
the standardization of the language can be undertaken. We are thinking here
about an alphabet and a writing system, a pre-primer, a primer and a post’
primer. However, in order to write a pedagogic grammar of the language, a more
complete description of the structure of the language which goes beyond the
morphology is needed. The need for this complete description 1s the main
motivating factor of our study. In describing co-ordination and subordination,
we will expose the sentence structure and the structure of other constructions

which can then be exploited to wrile a pedagogic grammar of Ban33.

bape . - .
- We Iave unfortunately not seen Konam's work to this date.



I.5. Data collection and analytical procedures

The data were collected from oral sources. Sentences drawn {rom other

works were given to native speakers, some of which are listed in table | below.

Table 1.1: Informants

Level of study

Name Age Occupation
Lbenye Julienne 23 Tle ESF ‘Student
Mr Bwemba Rigobert 35 Bachelor Degree| Pastor
Mrs Bwemba Justine 30 Probatoire House wite
Mrs Eiyo Marie Claire 50 / Taillor
Mr Divine Ewoumwe 44 | Maitrise Student

Data were transctibed directly and were ofien re-transcribed for verification.

1.6. Outline of the work

This work consists of six chaplers. 'Chapter one, the general introduction
to the work introduces us to the Bandd people and their ianguage, giving a
geographical, historical situation and a linguistic classification. The chapter also
preseats the literature review, the objectives of the study, and the methodology
usced in data collection and analysis. Chapter two presents a basic grammatical
sketch of BBandd. Chapler three treats overt and covert co-ordination in Ban)
laking into account phrasal and clausal co-ordination. Chapter four examines
Bandd relative subordinate clauses while chap.ler five looks at the adverbial
subordinate clauses. Findings and secomuendations for further research are

presented in chapter six.



1.7. Conclusion

This introductory chapter was devoted 1o the presentation of the Band> lanpuage
in general. Wospelt oul the objectives and signilicance of our study and described -
the rescarch methodology and analytical procedures employed in the study.
After this introductory chapter, we provide background linguistic information in
the next chapter. This background linguistic information is necessary to
facilitate understanding of the major issues handled in subsequent chapters of

the work.
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- CHAPTER1

BASIC GRAMMATICAL SKETCII

2.0. Infroduction

This chapter prese‘nis a background grammatical sketch of Band3 needed
to follow the more technical discussion in subsequent chapters. Section one
gives a phonemic account of the language while section two deals with the
sketch of the verb morphology. In section three, we examine the Band) phrase
structure and scction four describes the elements of the simple sentence. This
chapter, far from being a digression in our work, constitules a very important
- parl, since pln'nsés and simple seniences are the bases of complex constructions.
‘There is no compound or complex sentence without a simple construction. Thus,
the phonology , the verb morphology as well as the basic sentence structure will

be very relevaat in understanding the discussion of complex structures in

subsequent chaplers.

2.1. Sketch of the phonolo-gy

This phonologicél sketch is based on Bibi (2001).

2.1.1. Phonemic account

Bandd, a zone A language, has a seven vowel system and as Guthrie
(1967: 32) affinms: "A seven vowel systern which appears to be characteristic of
the whole zone". The consonant system shows 22 consonants produced at four

different places of articulation. Band) vowels and consonants are displayed in

the charts below.



Table 2.1: Vowels

Front Mid Back
High S u
mid-high e 0
mid-low B D
Low - a |
Table 2.2: Consonants
Labial | Dental | Palatal Velar
Stops. p t c k
Implosives . b - d ]
Pre-nasalised mb nd nj ‘g
Nasals m n ny g
Fricatives | f s
A
Liquids | i
| Glides y w
Lo

2.1.2. Tones

There are two lexical tones in Band), high and low which contrast in

identical environments. Some minimal pairs conflirming the phonemic status of

the tones are presented in the examples below.
(1) iyémba ' "to know"
iyémba - "to dance"

iyowa "to help"
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iyowa "to wash”

Ova 'you"
ova "here"-

Bibi (2001 : 16-17)
2.2, Sketch of the verb morphology

As far as the verb morphology is concerned, Bibi (2001: 25) observed that
the infisitive 1s marked by the vowel \ i\. Veib stems are predominanﬁy of a
monosyllabic structurc CV or CVC. The verb group is made up of ten
components which are the pre-initial, the initial, the post-initiai, the formative,
the post-formative, the radical and its suffixes, the pre-final, the post-{inal, the
affirmative marker, The components :of the verb group are briefly pz‘eseﬁted

below. beginning with the verb base.
2.2.1, The verb base

The verh base is made up of a stem and one or more verb extensions.
When verb extensions are attached to the 'stem, a primitive, exténded or bi-
extented verb base is produced. The extended verb base has only one extension
~while bi-extendcd bases have more than one extension. In the table below, the

examples in {1) show prifn_itive verb bases, those in (2) illustrate extended verb

bases while those in (3) show bi-extented bases.



Table 2.3: Verb bases

i ~ Stem Zero morpheme Primitive bases

la -da P> da : idea of eating

1b -1 -0 ja : idea of siting:
~ 2 |Stem | Primitive bases Derivational | Extended bases

bases
22- |6l |til-a -¢ya til-¢ya : idea of writing
2b | tab- tib-a -&ya thb- eya: idea of
piercing |

3 iba ana ¢ya ibancya: to get married

2.2.2. Tense markers in Bans):

The following morphemes mark tense in Band3:

\ma\ : present progressive tense

v future tense

\i\  : past tense

Following are examples illustrating the use of (hese tenses.

(2) a) Present tense

na

{

vé  ndi

™ give Aff.

"l am giving"

Native speakers of Band) always miss out this present progressive (ense

marker while speaking,




()} Fulure tense

a a vé  ndi

he TM give AfT
i vé  ndi

hetT™M pive  AIT

"he/she will give"

c) Past tense
() nd vEl
{ give+P,

"I have given"

(i) na  jai
| o betP,

"l was writing'

(iiyna  tilai

i write+ Py

"1 wrofe"

ndi
~AfF.

ndi na  tla

Alf. | wrile

ndi

AT,



2.2.3. Aspect

According to Bibi (2001: 79), the different categories of aspect in Band>

imclude:

-Table 2.4: Aspect

Perfective

linperfective - the inchoative

- the iterative
- the progressive
- the habitual

- the completive

Telic

Atelic

Inherent _ - the punctual
- the durative
- he stative

- the dynamic

| The use of these aspectual categories is illustrated below.
(3)  Pecfective
a mede ndi tila

he fimish Aff. Write

"he/she has finished to write"



(4)  lmperfective aspect

a)  Theinchoative
A tibwa ndi tla
he  start AlT wrifc

"he/she starts to write”
b)  The interative
a badé ndi - lapga
he add Aff  read
"he/she reads once more”
¢)  The progressive
A ndi u lanpga
he Aff ptM read
"he/she is reading”
d)  The habitual
a ja  odi Ibygd

he  live AIT  sing

"he offen sings”



£5)

©).

The completive
nd adi Lilango

! AT write

"I have already written”
Telic and atelic aspects
a) Telic

ikswél

"to cut down a tree"

Inherent aspects .
a)  The punctual

ipiima

"to throw away’

D)  The durative

iyokwa
"to fearn”

¢} The stalive

iydviyd.

"to sleep”

[



) The dynanic

iyémba
"to dance”

2.2.4. Negation

~ Generally, the affirmative marker /ndi/ disappears when a verb moves
from the affirmative to the negative form, no matter the tense or the mood of the
tatter, In Bandd, the morphemes /-i/ and /-4/ mark negation. One or both of these
morphemes is attached either to the verb initial, to the verb base or
simultancously to both of them, this depending on the mood and the tense of the

construction.

2.2.4.1. Negation and the indicative mood
!

(7)  Present progressive tense
AlTirmative form
na ma tila ndi

P M write AMT
"I am writing"
Negative form

i ‘ma - tila

1+ Neg, ™  write

"I am not writing”
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(8) Future tense

Negation 1s marked in the future by the morpheme /-4/, which deletes due

to the presence of neighbouring vowels.

Affirmative form
Wil il ndi

youl''M write AT
" . o "
yvou will write

Negative form
wa tila

youtrTM+Neg write
"yvou will not write"

(9)  Past tenses
1
Negation in the past tenses is marked by the morpheme /a-/ suffixed to the

initial.
a) P,
Affirmative form
a tili ndi

he wrile + Py AfT

"he has wnitten”



Negative form

-

tili

e

he iNeg  wrilet Py
£
"lie has not written”

b) Pz
na jai udi na  15ygd

[ tobe+ Py Aff I sing

"l was singing”

*

ni Jai na  bngd

i+tNeg tobe+P; 1 sing

"1 was nol singing"

C) s

\

a tilai ndi

he wrilet+Py Al
"he wrote"

a tilai

hetNeg  writetP,

"he did not write"
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2.2.4.2. Negation and the conditional mood
(10)  Affirmative form
ni Jai ja - mpold kad nd  yambi  adi matoa
I tobe ip tobe chiel  then 1T buy+P; Aff car
"If I were rich, 1 would buy a car”
Negative form
ni  jai béweé mpolé kao nd ~ yambi mitoa
[+Neg (o beyy Neg chicf  then 1 buy+Py+Neg car

"if | were not rich, I would not buy a car”

2.3. Simple nominal construction

This section examines the structure of the simple nominal construction.
According (o Ngangoum (2002:30), the simple nominal construction refers to
the nominat coustruction that is made up of a noun only, a pronominal element

only, or a now plus a determiner. Following is a brief presentation of the types

of simple nominal constructions in Band3.

2.3.1. Personal pronouns

Biandd personal pronouns ate displayed in the chart below and following

are examples of their use.

*



Table 2.5: Personal pronouns

" Subject personal Object of verb Object of
pronouns personal pronouns | preposifion personal
pronouns
11 pers. na- mbi mbi
N ‘Llriv' T A b1 h] b A
2™ pers. 0 _ ova ova
e ] . R L — . . " "
3" pers. a -mj - omi
I 51 . - \ - P
pers. pl. i wE wé
i e : - =7
2" pers. pl. 0 ova nyué
—MT1"-“ A » 4
3% pers. pl. ba | b3 b5

(I a) | Subject personal pronoun
i yéni ndi

we  scetPy C AIT
"we have seen"

b)Y  Object of verb pcrsohal pronoun
nad - yéni ndi b3
I seet Py Aff  them

"l have scen them"

c)  nyaka a béana ndi wé

Nyaka SM  talk Aff  us

"Nyaka is speaking to us"
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2.3.2. Possessive pronouns

Possessive pronouns can stand all alone and function as full nominal

constructions. Below are some examples.

(12) a)  ndabo téyi ndi  yami

. house these Aff 1nine
"these hotses are mine”

b) bei - tébe  ndi byt Sygd

farms those Aft  are  yours
"those farms are yours"

2.3.3. Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative words can be used in a pronominal fashion, standing alone

and [unctioning as a noun phrase. Below are some examples.

(13) a)  b6éd€ bana

call children

"call children"

bana ~ b4 vé

chitdren ones which

"which children?”



. b)

ba ve

ones which

"which ones?"”

(K] &€ - vé

spoon onc which

"which  spoon?”

é ve

one  which
"which one?"

2.3.4. Demonstrative pronouns

~In Bandj, there are three forms of demonstrative pronouns. They vary

according to class and number. Those listed in the table below are just a few

examples of them. Following are some illustrations.

Table 2.6: Demonstrative pronouns

Singular 1¢é ni ¢ diné

Near the speaker | Near the listener

Far from both

Plural

r

té vi t¢ bané




(1) a)

b)
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Near the speaker
mbati i€ ni
cloth one this
"

"this  cloth

arka té yi

knilc one these

"these  knilcs”

Near the listener

~dikbte- - 6 ding

cpp one that
"that epg"

bito ¢ bané

women onc  {hose
" t
those women
Fat from both
taba ie éng  oné

ram one that there

"that ram there_:“
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bitd ¢ biné ong

women onc those there
"those women there”
2.3.5. The modified nominal construction

The modificd noun phrase comprises a head noun modified by another
noun, an adjective or a determiner. These dilferent types are briefly presented

below.
2.3.5.1. The associative construction

A noun can be modified by another noun forming what is ofien referred to
as an associative construction. The associative conslruction can express a
relation of possession, matertal make-up, content, purpose, elc. Below are some

examples.

(15) a) Content
epdsi madiba

bottle waler

"a bolttle of water”
D)  Material-make-up
nkonda melsggs

chair bamboo

"a bamboo chair”



c) Possession
nybé ma  mpolo

bag  AM  chief

"the chicfs bag"

. d) Purpose
bekonda  bé el

shoes AM  farm

"shoes for [ann"
- 2.3.5.2. Nominal construcrion modified by adjectives

Adjectives are usually lermed attributive or predicative, depending on
their use. In Bandd, adjectives are used both predicatively and attributively. we .
should note herc that these are not pure adjectives but nouns used to qualify

other nouns and which work as adjectives.

2.3.5.2.1. Predicative adjectives

Two major clements notmally separate the head noun from the predicative
adjective. These are the affirmative marker preceded by the subject marker. The:
‘head noun may however be followed by an immediate determiner, usuaily a
demonstrative or a possessive. Below are illustrations of predicative adjectives
n use.
(16) a) ydvée ma ¢é ndi vidvid

hair her SM  Aff  black

"her hair is black”



b)Y nditd t¢ ma a4 ndi bobé

woman one this  SM AT wicked
"this  woman is wicked"
2.3.5.2.2. Attributive adjectives

As illustrated in (17} below, some attributive adjectives precede while

some follow the noun.
(7 a)  ndani ndito

old woman
~"an old woman"

by  midnd ibiya

child  intelligent
"an intelligent child”
2.3.5.3. Nouns modified by quantifiers
In this scction, we discuss noun exprcssions_ modified by nbn numeral

quantifiers. We also look at their positions relative to the noun they modify.

A quantifier is a type of determiner used to denote quantity. Below are

some non-numeral quantifiers in Band).

(18) na  moto I No one
moto té : everyone
bayiti : many, much

boyito - loo many
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bohardi : few
bé - all
ba T sonie

In Band3d, all the non-numeral quantificts are post-posed to the noun.

Below are some tHustrations,
(19) a) muna (€
child every

"every child”

1) bato b3

pecople  some

"some  people”

c)  bana bayiti

children  many

"many children”
2.4. 'The simple sentence construction

In this section, we will discuss the basic structure of ordinary declarative

sen{ences.



2.4.1. Declarative senfences

A dectarative sentence can be negative or noti-negative. In section
2.4.1.1.. we will cxamine non negative declarative sentences and imperative

“sentences. The negative sentence will be discussed i section 2.4.1.2.

2.4.1.1. Non-negative sentences
The broad structure of non-negative sentences is SVQ. Generally a non-
negative senlence is distinguished from its negative counterpart by the presence
of an affirmative marker ndi which comes immediately after the verb. Examples

ol non-negative declarative sentences are given below.

(200 a) & Isi ndi 6 makéh

he goltPy Aff to market
"he has gone to the market”

by a wa ndi 6  stkualn

she  come Aff from school
"she comes from school"
The imperative sentence consists of a simple verb or a single noun which
may express command or prayer. Examples of imperative sentences are given

below.

(21) pama : get out!

di ceatl



Miuyéngé : out!
2.4.1.2. negative sentences
‘The negative senlence is marked by the absence of the allirmative marker,

and the presence of the negative marker which deletes in the future. Some

negative sentences are given below to exemplify this statement.

o)

(22) a) Lbényé a 15 o sukalu
Fbenye  SM+Neg gotl’,  to school

"Ebenye has not gone to school”

L) Eyo a yambd bydma

Fyo SMITM  cook  yams
"Eyo will not cook yams"

) ni  oma tila

PNep TM  write
" am not writing”
2.4.1.3. Interrogative sentences
in the int_errogatite sentence, the interrogative pronoun usually comes at
the end of the sentence, except in the case where one wants to inquire about the

statc of health of somebody. In that casc, the affirmative marker comes last with

a high tone, as shown in (23c) below.



(23) a) & langd ndi kalai & vé?

you read  AIT book one which
"which book are you reading?”

by a la  adi o vé?

he  pgo Al lo  where
"Whetc is he going to?"

¢)  mundaggd 4 yedé ndi?

child your SM  how Aff
"Ttow is your child?"

The mterrogative pronoun "who” when used comes at the beginning of the

inferrogative sentence.

d) ma oi a bivedé ndito ?

who SM hit woman
"who hit the woman?"

2.5. Conclusion

This chapler presented a background grammatical sketch of Biand3. The
phonemic account came out with seven vowels and twenty two consonants. As
fac as the verb morphology is concerned, Bibi (2001) observed that the verb

group is made up of ten components and that the verb base can be primitive,
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extended or bi-extended. We identified three morphemes as tense markers in
Bandd and five aspectual markers. We also noticed that negation is marked by
two morphemes. The nominal construction included personal, demonslrative,
possessive and inlerrogative prdnouns. We observed that adjectives can be
predicative or altributive and (hat Tnon-numeral quantifiers in Bandd are all
post-posed to the noun they modify. The simple sentence structure showed that
the non-negative sentence is marked by the presence of the affirmative marker
neli while its negative counterpart is macked by the absence of this affirmative
marker and by the presence of the negative marker. The imperative sentence is
made up of a single verb or noun expressing command or prayer. All this will be
helpful in handling the subsequent chapter that deals with the co-ordination of

simple phrases and simple sentences.



CUHAPTER HI

OVERT AND COVERT CO-ORDINATION
3.0. ‘Introduétinn

According (o [)zar_:;cshic (1998:72), co-ordinated structures generally fall
mto (wo types:

- Syndetic: where the conjuncts of a co-ordinate structure are united by the
use ol an overt co-ordinating conjunction like "and" or "but”.

- Asyndetic or paractactic: where the conjuncts are not united by any overt
co-ordinating conjunction. It uses pauses in speech and commas in
writing, o |

This chapler discusses these two nieans uéed to combine words and phrases

tn Band). The discusston focuses on the form of the co-ordinators, their context
of use and other retevant changes in the phrase which resuit from the use of a
patticular conjunct. The chapter also looks at the interface between co-

ordination and compression rules.
J.1. Overt co-ordination

As indicated earlier (section 3.0), co-ordination may be overt or covert.
Co-ordination is overt when the phrases or clauses are explicitly conjoined with
an overt connector. As in other languages, Bandd has a closed set of co-
ordinating conjunctions that are uscd for cohjoining phrases or clauses. These
co-ordinators are na, 3, wdnd. The coutext in which these co-ordinators are used

is restricled such that while one co-ordinator links noun phrases only, another



may link verb phrases only. Iu the sections that follow, we describe the different

co-ordinators and their context of use.

3.L.1. Na co-ordination

-+ The co-ordinator 1¢ roughly translated into English as "aud" can conjoin
words, phrases and clauses, the major condition governing its use being that the

elements it combines must belong to the same category. In combining elements

of the same synlactic category however, na, exhibits certain peculiar

characteristics which are worth noting. In the sections that follow, we present

the kinds of elements that na conjoins and highlight the peculiar characteristics

_in cach case. Where possible, we will attempt some explanations for the peculiar
characteristics bul where (his is not possible, we will simply point them out and

feave them for fulure rescarch.
3. 1. L. 1. Noun phrase co-ordination
Ne can co-otdinate two proper nouns as shown in the examples below.

(1) a Ebényéa  véi ndi Buala dslg na Eyo
' Ebenye SM give + Pl aff Bulu money and eyo

"Ebenye gave money to Bulu and Eyo"

)  Lbényé  na  Eyo 6a 150 ndi 6  makéi

Ebenye . and Eyo SM  gotPy Al to  market

"Libenye and Eyo went to the market”



¢) Lyo na Balé 64 da  ndi

Cyo and  Bulu SM ecat  Aff
"Eyo and Bulu are eating”

This co-ordinator can conjoin more than two nouns in one structure.
When (here are more than two conjuncts, it is felicit ous to repeat the co-
ordinating. conjunction in between sl the conjuncts as in (2a). However the
1'0|)élili0ﬂ of the conjunction in between the conjuncts is optional in subject
position. The co-ordinating comunction must however be overt in between the.
last conjuncts as cvidenced by the example (2b). In other positidns, the
repetition of the conjunction is gencrally required as shown in example (2¢)

versus (2d).

(2) | a) £k3> na  Eyd na  Ebényé ba  yambi - ndi  taba
Fko and Eyo and Ebenye SM  buy+P, aflf  goat

"Liko, Eyo and Ebenye bought a goat”

by  Eyom (nd) ék> nd Eyo bd  yswi ndi  beski
Eyoum (andA) Eko and Eyo SMwashtP; Aff  dishes

"Eyoum, Fko and Eyo washed dishes”

¢) Ekd a yambi ndi  mbénda na mbai na kdkondi

ko SM  buy+P;  Aff ground nuts and corn and beans

"Eko bought ground.nuts, com and beans"”
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k> a  yambi ndi mbeénda na, mbai, kokondi

N

ko SM  buy+Pl AT pround nuts and corn  beans

"Eko bought groundsuts and corn, beans”

“It is generally the case that only elements of the same syntactic category

“can be co-ordinated although apparent exceptions can be found. For instance,

languages generally alfow a (proper) noun to be conjoined with a pronoun.

IHowever, the two catcgories are often considered 1o be both of the category

"noun phrase”. Some examples -of noun plus pronoun co-ordination are given

helow.

a)

b)

Kweédi na md ba  yambi ndi taba

Kwedi  and him SM  buy+P, AIf  goat

"Kwedi and him bought a goat"

nd  yéni ndi md na  kwedi
| see+P, AT him and Kwedi

"I saw him and Kwedi"

Kwedfi na  wé | yambi ndi  ida

Kwedi and we SM cook-+Pl  Aff  food

"Kwedi and we cooked food"

From the examples above, we notice that m3 and wé which are object

prounouns and which normally appear in object position, also appear in subject

position. This is rather surprising because in (3a) for instance the conjoined
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elemenis are both in subject position. 1t is therefore strange that a purely object
of verli pronoun in (3b) for instance is now used as a subject pronoun in (3a).
This might scem to suggest that na is a verbal element or might have been
derived from a verb. In the examples in (3) therefore, since nd is a verbal
element. a pronoun l'ollnwing.it occurs in objective case even when this pronoun
Cts used in prammatical subject position. This suggestion however runs into
difficultics in situations where all the noun phrases in the co-ordinate structure

are pronouns as in the examples in (4) below.

4y a) md> na mba i yaimbi ndi ida

he and i SM. cook+Pi  Aff food

"He and I cooked food" -

by mba na  va i p3i ndi  vaké

| and you SM cometPy AIf  yeslerday
"t and you came yesterday”

1n (4a) for instance, the sae object pronoun m3 "him" occurs in a
position immediately preceding the na co-ordinator. If our reasoning above that
na i1s a verbal element is correct, then in (4a) we expect to have the subject
pronoun ¢ "he" and not the object pronoun ni3 "him". The use of the object
pronoun is therelore not conditioned by whether it follows or precedes a verbal

clement. It can freely be used before or after the co-ordinator né.

3.1.1.2. co-ordination of nouns used as adjectives
Na can also conjoin two nouns functioning as adjectives as shown in the

exatnples below.



b)
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na  yéfni © ndi momomd oyavina  bowirdi

! segt Pl AT man one tall  and thin
"I saw a tall and thin man”

ndabo té  néné na  bobé & ndi ya mi

house that big and ugly SM Aff own my

"That big and ugly house belongs to me”

©3.1.1.3. Clausal co-ordination

The second structural type of co-ordination which employs #d is clausal

co-ordination. Ne can co-ordinate mote than two clauses as itlustrated in (Ga)

below.

(0)

a)

LEbényé & bomi ndi ni  Eyd na timbwédée

libenye SMplay+P1  Aff and Eyo SM sing

nd  Bold nd yémba

and  Bulu SM dance

"Fbenye played, Eyo sang and Bulu danced”

We observe that while other languages will use comnas {0 conjoin

clauses like those in (6), Band) uses an overt co-ordinator. A striking feature,

however, is that this co-ordinator does not allow the same subject for all the -

conjoined clauses. That is, we cannot have one subject for two different verbs as

shown in (66).
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(6) b)Y Ebényé A bomi ndi na  Eyo na timbwédée
benye SM  playtPI Aff and Eyo SM sing |

"libenye played and Eyo sang”

) Libinyé A bomi ndi nd  nd  tambwédég

Fbenye SM  play+Pl  Aff and SM sing
"Ebenye played and sang”

This sentence is ungrammatical because na co-ordination does not allow
the same subject for two clauses and does not allow an overt conjunction of a
sequence of verbs. To conjoin a serics of verts 13andd uses the subject marker

preceded by the sertalization morpheme i1 as in the example below.

d) Lbénye  a bomi = ndi na timbwédés

- Ebenye SM  play+Pl  Aff SM sing
- "Ebenye played and sang"

One wteresting observation about clausal co-ordination in Band)
concerns the repetition of the subject noun phrase in clausal conjunét& In many
Bantu fanguages it is possible, and even common, to have a structure in which
the same subject performs a seties of actions linked together by an overt co-

ordinator, This is for inslance the case in Bafut.



(7y a)

by*
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Sur ki biTé  nsdd pki ntd?h ki pki nlad  miji

suh P2 clear farm and [Ieich  water and cook food
"Suh ¢cleared farm and fetched waler and cooked food"

Suu ki bu?d  ns0d ki suu ntd?d gki ki suu  nlaa miji

suli P2 clear farm and suh fetch water and subh cook food

"Suh cleared farm and Suh fetched water and Sub cooked food"

In these examples, it is needless, in fact ungrammatical to repeat the

subject in the subsequent conjuncts as (7b) shows. In Band) on the other hand,

the subject must be repeated in every conjunct. Leaving out the subject in

subsequent conjuncts is unacceplable. The examples in (8) below demonstrate

this situation in Bandd.

8y ap

b)*

Ebényé a4 . bomi ndi na  Bala tdmbwédée

FEbenye SM  play+Pt  Aff and Bulu - sing
"Ebenye ptayed and Bulu sang”

Eyo a tambwédée ndi na Bild yémba

Eyo SM sing Aff and Bulu dance

“Eyo sang and Bulu danced”

Another interesting characteristic of nd co-ordination concerns the

interaction between co-ordination and tense. When na is used lo conjoin clauses

in the past tense, an 17 appears before the subject marker of the subsequent



verb (s). and ihe affirmative marker disappears on these verbs whose

morphology also changes. Consider the examples in (9). In the present and

future tenses on the other hand, it is nol possible to have two clauses conjoined

with . 13d0d) rather. makes use of commas in writing and pauses in speech as

cvidenced by the example (12). :

) a) Nyika -yambi ndi  idd na  Eydo na yowa begki
Nyaka SM cook+P, Al food and Eyo SM wash dishes

"Nyaka cooked food and Eyo washed dishes”

-y

b)  Nyaka &  jai ndi & lagpd nda mbd na Gla

Nyaka- SM tobe+P, AT SM read and 1 SM write
"Nyaka was reading and | was writing"

¢) Nyaka &  laggai ndi na mba na tila

Nyaka SM read+P;  Aff and 1 SM  write
"Nyaka read and | wrote"

From the examples above, we notice that before the verbs yéwa and tila
we have a na which has the same form as the co-ordinator. This second na is
the combination of # plus the regular subject marker 4. Still in these examples,
afler the first verbs ydmbi "cooked", ldygai "rvead” and jai "\wos", the
alfirmative marker ndi appears, but afler ydwa "wash" and /#la “write", the
second verbs, i disappears. The tense marker in the conjoined clauses also
changes such that, instead of the regular past tense mat.'ker fi/, we rather have /&/.

Notice that if the sentences were to be written separately without the co-
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ordinator na the past tense would be marked as illustrated in the examples

below.
(10) a) Ny:‘:’k:‘i a pai wdi, Lyd a 5t ndi
‘Nyaka  SM  cametP, AT Eyo SM go+P,  Aff
- "Nyaka came, Eyo went”
by  Nydkda & jai ndi 4 laggd Eyd 4 jai ndi & tila

Nyaka SM to be +P, Aff SMread, Eyo SM to be+P; Aff SM write
“Nyaka was reading, Eyo was writing"

In these examples, we also notice that the affirmative marker ndi appears
on both verbs and the # disappears from the subscquent subject marker (s).
These theee observations aboul clausal co-ordination with #a in Band) require
some explanations. We attemp! these in the paragraphs that follow beginning
with the appearance of the 1 on the second subject marker.

To determine the status of the 17 on the second conjuncts, let us first

examine secrial verb constructions in Bandd which also contain an # on

subsequent verbs.

LY

(11) nyaka a pit ndi, nd ja3, na dai, na laa

Nyaka SM  come+ P; Aff SM sit SM  eat, SM  go
"Nyaka came, sat, ate and left"

Notice that in these examples, an » appears on alt subsequent verbs in the .

construction. This », in Bantu terminology, is the serialization morpheme.
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Comparing these scrial verb constructions to the co-ordinate construction in (9), -
we also notice the appearance of the same n on the second conjuncts in the co-
ordinate structures. We propose that this # is a reflex of the serialization
morpheme which regularly occurs in serial verb constructions. Why it appears
on the subject marker and not on the verb itseif 1s another problem. May be the
subject marker is actvally a morpheme attached to the verb (i.e. the subject
~marker is part of the verb group) and not an independent morpheme as in other
Janguages. _

Turning, now to the affiomative marker, we observed that it pencrally
disappears in the sccond conjunct. We suggest that the affirmative marker
disappears for scope reasons. The language requires that affirmation be marked
only once. When it is marked on the first conjunct, it has scope over the entire
construction and so, there 1s no need to mark it a second time.

The treatiment of the tense marker is probably the same as that of the
affirmative marker. The language may also require that tense be marked once in
the same construction. That is why only the first conjunct has an overt tense
marker.

The example ({2) below illustrates the case of the present and {future

tenses where clausal co-ordination with #d is not possibie.
(12) a)  present tense
(1) Nydka a yamba ndi 1di, Eyd a yowa ndi bigki

Nyaka SM cook  Aff Tood Eyo SM wash Aff dishes

"Nyaka is cooking and Eyo is washing dishes”



b)

44

(i) Nyika a 1a ndi 0 makéi, Iyo & 1a ndi o makéli

Nyaka SM po Afl to market Eyo SM go AFF to market

"Nyaka s going to the market and Eyo is going (o the market”

Future {ense

(i)  Nyaka & yamba ndi ida, Eyo 4  yowa ndi btk
Nyaka SM+TM cook  Aff food Eyo SM+TM wash AfF dishes

"Nyaka will cook food and Eyo will wash dishes”

h

(1) Nyaks i p3 ndi, Eyo a la ndi
Nyaka SM+TM come Aff Eyo SM+TM go Aff

"Nyaka will come and Eyo will go"

c)* Nyaka a p3 ndi nd Eyo a 1a ndi
(1) Nyaka SM come Aff and Eyo SM go Aff

"Nyaka is coming and Eyo is going”

i)* Nydki 8 yamba andi ida na Eyd §  yowa ndi beekd
Y
Nyaka SM+TM cook Aff food and Eyo SM+TM wash Aff dishes

"Nyaka will cook food and Eyo will wash dishes"

Despite the fact that (a) and (b) are not overtly co-ordinated with nd, the

sentences stitl have a co-ordinate and not a sequential reading. Example (c) is
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ungrammatical because it is quite impossible in the present and future tenses to
have clauses conjoined with na.

To summarise this section, we can say that nd is used both for phrasal and
clausal co-ordination. We observed that when used to cotnbine pronouns, object
protouns can appear either in subject or object position. For clausal co-
ovdination, néd raises problems, some of which an attempted solation has been
given (o and some left to further research. An interesting characteristic of nad co-
ordination concerns the interaction between co-ordination and tense. Afler
describing na co-ordination, in the next section, focus is on wdnd co-ordination

where we examine the distribution and peculiar characteristics of wdnd.
3.1.2. Wdnd co-ordination

IWand has (he meaning of the English conjunction of co-ordination "but".
The use of wdnd is restricted Lo clauses and Adjectival phrases. Wdnd cannot
i

be used to conjoin noun phrases as this is pragmatically inconceivable. In the

following scction. we present only the clements that can be conjoined by wénd.
3. 1.2.1 co-ordination of nouns used as adjectives

Uunlike the noun phrase, the adjectival phrase can be conjoined by wdnd

as itfustrated by the examples below.

(13) ay na yéni ndi momd m3 oyavi wana  bowardi

1 see + 1 Aff man  one tali  Dbut thin

"I saw a tall but thin man”
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by  Miuinanditd oyami  winad bobé a  pai ndi vaké

child woman beautiful but wicked SM came+P, AfT yesterday

"A beautiful but wicked girl came yesterday”

3.1.2. 2. Claasal co-ordination

IWdna is used to co-ordinate clauses to express contradiction. Unlike na,
wdndg can co-ordinate clauses with the same subject (14a), as well as those with

different subject as iflustrated in (14b) below.

{14y a) —Ebfnyé a pi - ndi wiéna Eyo a pami ndi
Ebenye SM came+Py AIF but Eyo SM go+P, Aff

"Ibenye came but Eyo has gone out”

by  Ebényé a4 pdi ndi wand a pami  ndi

Ebenye SM cometP| AT but SM  gotP, Aff

"Ebenye came but has gone out”

From (141) above, we observe that wdnd can overtly conjoin two verbs,
When this happens, no serialization morpheme appears ou the subsequent
subject marker, and the second affirmative marker remains. We think that, since
wand expresses contradiction, opposition and not addition of two different
clements, it might be a reason why the serialization morpheme # does not

appear. The affirmative marker appears twice, because in the language this

sentence expresses two clauses which can easily stand alone as shown below.
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(15y & Ebényé a  pdi ndi
Ebenye  SM come+Py AT

"Ibenye came”

by a pumi ndi

he  po+ Py AT
"lic has gone out”

IVindg cannot conjoin more than two clauses, hence the ungrammaticality

of the following sentence.

{16y * Kwedi A p3i ndi wina Eyo a4  pumi  ndi
Kwedi SM come +P; AT but Eyo SM go+P, Aff
wind €kd  a naygi ndi
bt Eko SM_  SleeptP, Aff

* "Kwedi came but Eyo has gone out but Eko has slept”

Unlike na, wdnd can co-ordinate clauses in the present tense as shown

below.

(17) a) Kwedi a yamba ndi ida wéinid €kd a yowa ndi bseki

Kwedi SM cook  Aff food but Eko SM wash Aff dishes

"Kwedi is cooking food but Eko is washing dishes”
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by Baln a  béma ndi wiand Eyum a  timbwédég ndi

Bulu SM  play Aff  but Eyoum SM  sing Aff
"Bulu is playing but Eyoum is singing”

Wc‘ notice from these examples that the present tense also allows the
affirmative marker to be marked twice, and the serializationr morpheme # does
not appear.

In tlis section, we described the distribution of wdnd. We showed its
impossibility to conjoin noun phrases. We pointed out peculiar characteristics
specific (0 wdnd. We arc now going to took at another co-ordinator which is 7

and discuss its characteristics.
3.1.3. 5 co-ovdination
This morpheme. is eqguivalent to the English "or". 3 is mostly used to

conjoin tnterrogative phrases or clauses. It can combine common nouns as well

as proper nouns, In conjoimng clauses, 7 presents some constraints at which we

will throw a look in the following section.
3.1.3.1. Noun phrase co-ordination
J can be used to conjoin common nouns as shown in the examples below.

(19) a) Nyaka & ndpgi  ndi dibawd 3 arka?
Nyaka SM take+ P, AIf hoe or  knife

"Did Nyaka take a hoe or a knife"?
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by Eyo a 151 ndi  vaké 5  vehéygé?

Livo SM  go+Py Af yesterday or today
"Did Eyo go yesterday or today? "

3 can also conjoin proper nouns and pronouns. Some examples are given

below.
(20) a) Naba 3 €kd a pai i ?
Naba or Eko SM comet+P, Aff
"Did Naba or Eko come?”
by M5 3 mba a la ndi 6 makéti?
lMim or me SM+TM go  Aff to market
"Will he or t go to the market?"
¢) Kwedi 3ova a yambi  ndi  ida?

Kwedi or you SM look+P; Aff  food

"Did Kwedi or you cook the food?"

3.1.3. 2. co-ordination of nouns used as adjectives

The wy tdimstim of

extditiad by the



(21) a)  VEé ndi mba békdnda béibéi 5 vidvia

Gilve_/\ff ne shoes red or blgck
"Give me red or black shoes™

by o yéni  ndi momoé md  oyavi 3  bowardi?
You seetP, Afl" man  one talt or thin
"Did you see a tall or thin man?"
3.1.3.3. Clausal co-ordination

- J is mostly used in interrogative clauses and implies a question, as the

examplies below itlusirate.

(22) a) Ebényé & psi ndi 5 a 151 ndi?
Ebenye SM cometP; Aff or SM got+P;, Aff

"Did Ebenye come or did he go?”

b)  Ebényé a njanji ndi 3 a nanga ndi?
Ebenye SM worktPy AIT or SM  sleep+Py Aff

"Did Ebenye work or did he sleep?”

This co-ordinator can co-ordinate clauses with same or different subjects

as (23a) and (23b) respectively illustrate.
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(23) a) Ebfnyé & mamgi ndi 3 a  nangi ndi 7
Ebenye SM work+P; AfT or SM sleept+P; Aff

"Did Ebenye work or did he sleep?”

b)  Nyakda a ‘ndpgi  ndi arka 3 k> a  ndpggl  ndi?
Nyaka SM taketP; AT knife or CEko SM taket+P; Aff

"Did Nyaka take a knife or did Eko take a knife?"

Unlike the other co-ordinators, J does not allow an » to appear before the
| subscquent subject ‘markers. -We think that the » marks a relationship between
the events that arc related, and since 5 expresses a choice between two or mote
events, it may be a reason why the n is not used in J co-ordination.

One nteresting, characteristic of 5 co-ordination is that the co-ordinator J
when used to conjoin clauses in the present, future and past tenses, allows the
aflirmative marker to appear on all the verbs. A rcason for this might be the
appearance of the events of these clauses in a sequence. The examples in (24)

ilustrate this.

(24) a)  Lbényé a yambi  ndl idd 5 Eyo a yowi ndi b&éki?
Ebenye SM cook+P; Aff food or Eyo SM wash +P; AT dishes

"Did Ebenye cook food or did Eyo wash dishes?"



by Eydo a boma ndi 3 €kd a tambwédé:r ndi?

Lyo SM  play Aff or Eko SM  sing AT
“Is Lyo playing or is Cko singing?"

¢y Eyo a yamba ndi idad 3 €kd &  yowd ndi beeki?

Eyo SMH+TM cook Aff food or Eko SM+TM wash AT dishes
"Will Eyo cook food or will Eko wash dishes?"

Wc observe from the examples above that the events result from the
choise of one or the other, and are not marked by the idea of addition.

This part of the chapter dealt with overt co-ordination. We described the
arious co-ordinators which Bandd uses to conjoin phrases and clauses. We
looked at their distributions, their peculiarities and constraints. We observed that
these co-ordinators shared a common characteristic which was their interaction
with tense. In the next part, we will examine the conjunction of phrases and

clauses without overt co-ordinating conjunctions.
3.2. Covert co-ordination

"covert co-ordination occurs when two or more phrases/clauses are
Juxtaposed without any explicit connecting word, but the senlence is interpreted
by the native speaker as possessing a conjunction in the underdying structuse.”
Alex K. Dzameshic (1998/99). In this section we will discuss covert co-
ordination of phrases and clauses. We will also examine serial verb
constructions and lastly we will look at the interface between co-ordination and

compression rulcs.
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3.2.1. Phrasal co-ordination

Unlike overt co-ordination, covert co-ordination of noun phrases doest not
regquie co-ordinators, Nown phrase stroctures in Bandd can be merely

Juxtaposed as can be seen {rom the examples befow.

(Z5) a)  Kwedi, Ebényé bBa 151 ndi 0 maketi
Kwedi,  EBEbenye S§M g(‘H-’P, AT to  market

"Kwedi and Ebenye went (o the market”
- b)  Lyo. £k), Bali 64 yambi sipuh
Eyo, Pko, Bulu | SM  cook+P, soup
"Eyo, Eko and Bulu cooked soup”
3.2.2. Clausal go-ordination
Sentential co-ordination ﬁwolves the juxtaposition of two or more clauses

characterized by the presence of an overt tense marker on the subsequent verbs

as the examples below illustrate.

b ’ 1

(20) a  Lyo A yambi  “adi idd k5 & yow ndi bedki
Eyo SM  cook+P; Aff food Eko SM wash+P; Aff dishes

"Eyo cooked food, Eko washed dishes”
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‘b)  Nyaka a vyambi ndi fafa, €k3 a yambi ndi sapu

Nyaka SM cooktPy AfT fufu Eko SM cook+P Aff soup

"Nyaka cooked fufu, Eko cooked soup”
¢y ¢Ekd a 15 ndi 6 ¢, Eyo a 151 ndi 6 makét

Eko SM gotPy Aff to farm Eyo SM go+P| Afl to market
"Eko went to the farn, Eyo went to the iarket”

We notice in all the examples above that the past tense marker /i/ appears
on all the verbs although this was not the case in overt co-ordination, where it
* generally appeared only on.the first verb of a conjoined clause used in the past
tense. In the unmarked case, it appears the events of both clausal conjuncts are
usually somchow related (26 a). However as {26 b & 26 c) suggest, there appear
to be no requitement that the events of both conjuncts must be related. We tend
to think that, though these clauses are co-ordinated, the interpretation that results
is that of two independent clauses having a sequential reading of (wo events

which may be unielated and vot a co-ordinate reading,.
3.2.3. Scrial verh constructions

" A serial verlh construction is one in which two or more verbs are placed
one after the other withoul any intervening unit between them" Mukata and
Tamanj (2000:227). _

According to Mukata and Tamanji (2000:227), there are four different
caleporics of serial verb constructions which include:

- the co-ordinate SVC

- the modifying SVC
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- the purpose SVC

- the complex verb SVC

'The co-ordinate serial verb construction seems (o have been derived from
a co-ordinate sentence. in which two or more vetbs arc joined together by
conjunctions. What now appears as a serial verb construction is the result of
transformation, notably the deletion of the conjunction (s).
g ft is often rare to find all four catcgories of SVC, in one language. Bandd
exhibits the co-ordinate SVC in which cach verb has (he same meaning as it
would have had in a simple sentence. Example of co-ordinate serial verb

contructions are given below,

. I} %

(27 ) Nyaka a pj ndi, nd jaa, na dad, na 1aa
Nyaka SM come AIFf SM sit SM eat SM leave

"Nyaka comes, sits, eats and leaves”

by Nyaka a pl ndi, nda jaa, na daa, na laa

Nyaka SM come+P, Aff. SM sit SM eat SM leave
"Nyaka came, sat, ate and left"

c) Nyaka a8 pd ndi, & jaa ndi, 4 daiandi, i 183 ndi
Nvaka SM+TM come AITSM+TM sit AT SM+TM cat AT SM+TM leave Aff

"Nyaka will come, will sit, will eat and will leave”
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Co-ordinate SVC in Band3 exhibit a phenomenon which is also attested
in many Baniu fanguages. All the veibs coming afler the first verb in the past
and present tense but not in the future tense take an obligatory serialization

morpheme.
3.3. Co-ordination and compression rules

Like some other languages (e.g. Ewe), Bandd has certain syntactic
devices by which syntactic or verbal compactness is achieved. These devices

include conjunction reduction, reciprocal formation and anaphoric substitution.

3.3.1. Conjunction — reduction rule

4

This rule becomes operational on a co-ordinate construction that exhibits
patallel structures. When this rule applics, it deletes one of identical elements in
the parallel structures. For example, in (28) the clauses Ey6 a dé 1 ndi "Eyo ate”
and €kd & d¢T ndi "Lko ate" are parallel structures, thus it is permissibie to

delete the second occurrence of the identical italicised clements.

(28) Lyd a déi ndi na €kd a déi ndi
Fyo SM eat Aff and Eko SM eat  Aff

"Eyo ale and ko ate”

The rule performs a second operation; the subject of the second clause
along with the co-ordinator 1d is moved to the position immediately before the
predicate. These moved elements are conjoined to the subject of the first clause

to form a compound subject as evidenced by (29) below.



57

(29) Eyo na §£ko ba déi ndi
Fyo and Pko SM eat Aff

"Eyo and Eko ate”
Observe that the compound subject of such a resulting sentence is
repeated in the formi of a pronoun Ha "they". It is this conjunction — reduction

rule that governs the formation of co-ordinate serial verb constructions we

discussed in scction 3.2.3.
3.3.2. Anaphoric substitution rute

“In Bandd, the “anaphoric substitution rule uses pronouns to represent a
noun ‘or a longer phrase. The anaphoric pronoun used is always identical in

nurber and class with the antecedent NP as the example below shows.

(30) a) Kwedi a yémi ndi €k3 na bédé €kd

Kwedi SMsee+ Py AIT Eko and call Eko
"Kwedi saw ko and called Eko"

L) Kwedi a  yéni ndi €k3 na bédé mo

Kwedi SM see+P;  Aff Eko and call her

"Kwedi saw Eko and calied her"
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3.3.3. Reciprocal formation rule

Band) also achieves syntactic compactness by means of what is referred
to as a reciprocal formation rute. In Bandd this rule introduces the reciprocal
suffix ané "each other” into the truncated version of certain conjoined structures

as illustrated below. Note that this suffix is joined to the verb base.

Fd

@3B a2y Kwedi 4 diliyé ndi Bolo, Bulg  a diliyé ndi Kwedi
Kwedi SM respects AT Bulu Bulu SM respects Aff Kwedi

"Kwedt respects Bulu and Bulu respects Kwedi"

b) - Kwedi nd Buld— 64 diliyéné ndi
Kwedi and Bulu SM  respect+suff AfT

“Kwedi and Bulu respect each other”

3.4. Conclusion

This chapter investigated the syntactic phenomenon of co-ordination in
Band) by examining various key aspects of the phenomenon, including its
linguistic coding, types exhibited, governing principles or restrictions and the
imerface between co-ordination and compression rules. The study showed that
ordinary phrasal co~brdinaﬁon is regulated Dy the principles of identical
categories. Behind this, Bandd exhibits certain peculiar restrictions: while noun
phrases can be overly cénjoined, it ts ungrammatical to conjoin verbs by means
of some co-ordinating conjunctions. Ht is also shown in the study that Band3 has

sctial verb constructions, a phenomenon known in several other Bantu

languages.
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CHAPTER 1V

RELATIVE CLAUSES
4.0, Introduciion

This chapler discusses the internal struciure of relative clauses which
coﬁstitutc a second type of complex construction in Band)d. The discussion
focuses on the external restrictive relative clause which is the most common
type of relative clause in the langoage. We describe the various relativizable
noun phrase positions and the strategies employed in marking these relativizable
positions. The chapter also looks at Band) relativizers and the changes that are

brought into the sentences when they are used.

4.1. Relative clauses

There are many types of relative clauses attested in natural language.
These include restrictive, non-restrictive and corelative relative clauses. The
different relative clauses are presented below with iliustrations from English and

Bambara.

- Restriclive
The restrictive relative clause narrows down a reference to 'a specific
entity/object. In other words, the restrictive relative clause singles out a

particular object from a large group as ilustrated below.

1)1 picked up the towel that was lying on the floor.
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In this example, the speaker singles out a towel (the one on the floor) from

the universe of towels.

- Non-restriclive
The non-restrictive clause is one in which the restrictive clause (who are
industrious) does not function to constrain the domain of relativization. An

example of non-restrictive clause is given below.
2) the Japancse, who are industrious, now outcompete Europe

- Corelative

In addition to restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses, the
transtation of English relative clauses into many languages commonly elicit a
structure which keenan (1985:163) calls corelatives. An example from Bambara

1s presented below.

3)
Fini min ka di n ye,muso min be a ferea ye o furu

Cloth Corelis nice to me woman Corel past that sell he past that marry
"He married the woman that sells the cloth that 1 like"

in contrast to internal restrictive relatives, the restrictive clause here does
not take nominal markings such as detcrminers, case markers, and adpositions
and is thus best thought of as a sentence rather than an NP. '

All three types of the relative clauses are hardly ever attested in the same
language. A few languages do employ two types: mostly the restrictive relative

clause and the corelative. Most Bantu languages like Band) however employ

just the restrictive relative to which we now turn in the sections that follow.
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4.1.1. Restrictive relative clauses

Restrictive relative clauses are of two types: External and Internal

relatives. Below is an example of external relatives in English.

4) Every student who Mary advised passed the exam.

Notice that the domain noun® "student" occurs outside the restrictive
clause (Srel). Such restrictive clauscs are referred 1o in (Keenan:; 1985) as
external or headed relatives. Since the Srel occurs to the right of the domain
noun in this example, it is more specificaily referred to as postnominal exiema!
relative. Correspondingly, restrictive clauses in which the domain noun is
outside of Srel and the latter occurs to the leflt of the domain noun will be called
prenominal external relatives. Example (5b) from Japanese Mccawley

{1972: 205) illustrates a prenominal external relative.

5} a) Yamada- san ga satu o ka' tte i- ru

Yamada Mr subj monkey do keep past be pres
"Mr Yamada keeps a monkey"

D)  Yamada-san ga ka’ t-te i-ru  sa’tu

Yamada Mr subj keep past be pres monkey

"The monkey which Mr Yamada keeps"

? We shall reler to the common noun in a relative clause which expresses the domain of relativization as the -
- domain nonn amd the restrictive clause as Srel (since it has in generat the syntactic properties of a sentence).
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Cleatly in (5b) the domain noun Se rie "monkey™ occurs outside and to the
right of Srel vamada-san ga ka’ tie iru.

External relatives whether pre-or postnominal, contrast as a class with
internal relatives in which the domain noun occurs within Srel. Example (6)

below front Navajo {(Hale and Platero) illustrates an internal relative.

6) TI' eedaa’ hastitn yalti” -ee alhosh

last  mght man spoke -rel sleep
"I'he man who spoke last night is sleeping”

“Clearly here both ¢ eedaa’ "last night" and yalti "spoke” belong to Srel
and the domain noun frastiin "man" occurs between them and is thus properly
cmbedded within Srel. So the subject NP of alhosh "sleep” ts an internal relative
clause.

In Band3, only external relatives are attested and relativization here is
uniquely postnominal. In the sections that follow therefore, we examine the

.

characteristics of external postnominal relatives in Band).

4.1.1. 1. Relativizable NP positions

The question of which position in a clause may function as Np.t has been
a central concern of much recent work. We cannot atternpt to summarize that
extensive literature here,

Let us note that the question of which positions in a language can be -
relativized is not independent of the relative clause forming strategy used. More
positions ca:n be relativized if personal pronouns are presented in the Np.y

position than if they are not. Ross (1967:161) for example observed that NPs in
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single branches of a coordinate structure cannot be relativized in English. Thus

from (7a) below we cannot form (7b).

7y a)  The boy and the gir! fefl eatly
b)*  The gitl that the boy and lcft early

Similarly, NPs within complex NPs (ones headed by a noun) are

anrclativizable in Fnglish. From (8a) we cannot form (8b).

g8 a) I know the man who lefl the hat on the table

D)*  The hat which [ know the man who lefl on the table

However, these positions are not uncommonly relativizable using pronoun
retaining strategies. Thus (9) below is a grammatical translation of (8b) above in

Welsh Keenan (1975: 407).

9 ‘v het y gwn y dyn a i gadewodd ar y ford

the hat 1| know the man that it left on the table

"I'he hat that I know the man who left on the table”

Similarly, current work in generative grammar generally rejects
relativization in embedded questions (wh-islands) as ungrammatical in English,
as indicated in (10) below. Yet its translation into the pronoun retaining Hebrew

in (11) is completely natural.

10y* 'The crimes that the police don’t know who committed
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04

ha- pshaim she ha - mishtara  lo yodat mi bitsea otam

the crimes that the police not  know who committed them
"I'he crimes that the potice don’t know who committed them”

Relativizable posilions therefore differ as one moves from one language

to the other. In Band) five positions in the sentence can be relativized as

illustrated by the examples below.

12)

13)

Subject position
a) ndito  a yowa ndi mbaiti

woman  SM wash Al clolhes

"The woman is washing clothes”

b)  udito 6 a ma yéwé mbsti
woman who SM TM wash clothes

"The woman who is washing clothes”

Indirect object

a)  ndito a vEi - ndi Buali  pwete

woiman SM  givet+P, Aff Bulu potatocs

"The woman gave potatoes to Bulu"
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by ndito wa Bald 4 véi-nd pwete

woman  who Bulu SM givetPISulf  polatoes
"The woman who Bulu gave potatoes to”

14)  Direct object
mbiti ya  nditd i ma yoéwa-nd

= clothes which woman  SM  TM  wash+Suff

“The clothes that the woman is washing"

15)  Possessor
ny yéni ndi ndito wa momd md & ma daki-nd

I seetPp AIT wotman  that man  her SM TM sick+Suff
"I saw the woman whose husband is sick"
16} Object of preposition
a)  Nyaka a  boyi ndi kaba na rarka
Nyaka SM  kill+P,  AIT chicken with knife

"Nyaka killed the chicken with a knife"

b) aka ya  Nyaka é boyi-nd kuba
knife which Nyaka SM  kill+P+Suff chicken

" The knife with which Nyaka killed the chicken”
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4.1.1.2. Marking the position relativized

- It is an-interesting question to consider how 3an35 marks which position
in Srel is the Np,yq one, For example how does Bandd signal the meaning
di[‘f’crcnce,bclwceu "the man who saw Bulu”" where Np.a is the subject of saw,
and "the man who Bulu saw, where Np, is the direct objed of saw? There -
appear (o be two ways ofprcsehting Nprt it Bandd. It may be a relative pronoun |
which appears afler the rekativized noun in its new position or nothing at all. We
consider these possibilities in tur. In the discussion, we will use the notation
N to refer to the position in the restrictive clause (Stel) which refers to the
elements in the domain of relativization. For example in "the men who I know",

Npyo 18 in the direct object position of Srel.
4.1.1.2.1. Np,is a relative pronoun

Relative pronouns are pronominal elements occuring in Srel and are
distinet {rom the ordinary definite personal pronouns which occur in simple
declarative sentences. They are nominal in that they mark nominal properties
such as gender, number and case. They are pronominal in that they are drawn
from a smalf closed class. |

In Band3 relative pronouns agree with the relativized noun in class as

illustrated below.

17y a)  béyindi  bé  Bdalh bé  yéni-nd

plantains  that Bulu SM  seetP+Suff

"The plantains that Bulu saw"
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by muoea mu Bala € yENi-nd

car that Bulu SM  see+P+Suff

"The car that Bulu saw"

¢) bomd ba bald & ma  yémba-nd

men  that bulu SM ™ know+SulT
"The men that Bulu knows”
Bandd relative pronouns also agree with the relativized noun in the

feature [+ human|. Thus if Np. is human the relative pronoun is ¢ or wa and if

Np.o is non-human, the relative pronoun is yd as shown in the examples below.

18) a)  momo t¢ a ma  bowé jale
man who SM TM feel hungry

"The man who feels hungry”

3

by momo wa ‘mi a ma yémband

man that my SM TM know+SufT

"The man that § know"

¢) mbi yva mt ¢é ma  yémba-nd

dog that my SM TM know Suff

"The dog that | know"



Al Band) relative pronouns, except £ agree in number as evidenced by

the examples below.

£y

19) @ ndito 1€ a  ma  yowé mbiti

woman who SM TM wash clothes

. "The woman who is washing clothes”

by bito ¢ b4 md  ydéwt mbiti
women who SM T™M  wash clothes

"The women who are washing cloties”

20) a)  ndito wa DBili a ma yéni-nd
woman that Bulu SM TM  sectP+Sufl
“The woman that Bulu saw"

by  bito ba Bila 64 ma yéni-nd

women that Bulu SM  TM see+P+Suff

"The women that Bulu saw™"

21) ay e ya mi é ma  yémba-nd

farm that my SM TM  knowSuff

"The farm that 1 know"
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by bei be mi bé ma  yémba-nd

farms that my  SM  TM  know+Sull
"{he Farms that | know"

Relative pronouns are commonly related in forn to demonstratives. in the

German example below the relative pronoun is identical to the definite article,

which itself still functions independently as a demonstrative pronoun, though

normally reinforced by an independent deictic as da "there”.

22)

23)

a) Ich habe den da gekauft

I have that one(these) bought
" I bought that one"
) Der Mannden Marieliebt

the man who Mary loves

"The man who Mary loves"

But as the foltowing example shows, it is not the case in Ban3.

a)  nd  yambi ndi & i

[ buy+P) Aff one that

"I bought that one"
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LY mand wa mia ma  yémba-nd

child that my SM T™M  know!Sull
"The child that { know"

We notice from this exainple that the demonstrative pronoun #/ "that"
docs not have the form of the relative pronoun g "that”, alt'hough in the
German example the two pronouns have the same form.

The use of inferrogative pronouns as relative pronouns is also well known

(rom I'rench and English. The example below is illustrative.

24) a) A quiparles-tu?
by  La fenune 2 qui tu parles
¢} To whom did Ali give the potato?

d)y  The woman to whom Ali gave the potato
This does not happen in Band3 as the examples in 25 show.
25y a) Bola a  vEl ndi  nja ni pweig?
Bulu SM  givetP, Al who polato

"To whom did Bulu give the potato”

by nadito wa Bala a vEl-nd pwete

woman that Bulu SM  givet+P Suff  potato

"The woman to whom Bulu gave the potato”
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Unlike some languages (e.g. mayan) Bandd relative pronouns are not
formed from the combination of demonsirative and interrogative pronouns as

can be seen from the examples below,

26) a) njani a  biyede ndi  ndito ?

who SM it Aff  woman

"Who hit the woman"

b) mbati ¢ ni

cloth  one that

"That cloth " |

) Moo wa Bali a biyeds

man that Bulu SM  hit+Suff
"The man who Bulu hit"
We notice from 26 above that to form the relative pronoun wa "that" in
(26c), the language did not need to combine the interrogative pronoun njd nf
"who" and the demonstrative pronoun nf "that" in (26b).

4.1.1.2.2. Absence of Np,.

I this section we consider relative clauses in which there is no element in

Srel which expresses Npr. Sotne examples are given below.



27) )

b)

23)

mbs ¢ daka adi

dog. SM  sick AIT
"The dog is sick"”

mbs é ma daké

dog SM TM sick
"The dog which is sick”

momo  a  yémbi ) tawuli a dakai ndi

man  SM  dancet+P; on table SM -+ sick+Py  AIf

"The man who danced on the table was sick"”

When no element in Srel expresses Npyy as in the examples above, it is

EY

said that Np,y has been gapped and some times such restrictive clauses are

referred (o as being formed by gapping. In Bandd, Np is most likely to be

gapped if it is the subject of Srel. We have found no other examples of Np

formed by gapping.

4.1.1.3. Various relativizers

Bandd has a closed set of (hree relativizers which ate 12, wad and ya. We

will describe cach in turn,



4.1.1.3.1. t¢

This relative pronoun is the equivalent of the English relative pronoun

"who". It is only used to refer to human beings. An example is given below.

29) momao ¢ a ma daké

man who SM TM sick
"The man who ts sick”
1¢ 1s only used to relativize a subject NP. When £ is used in the present

progressive tense, it provokes a change in the final vowel of the verb as

evidenced by (30) versus (31).

30) a)  adito 3 yowa ndi  mbiii
woman SM  wash ATl clothes

“The woman is washing clothes”

by  ndito te  a ma  yowé mbati

wonan who SM TM wash clothes
"The woman who is washing clothes”

31) a)  ndito &  yowi ndi  mbsti

woman SM  washt+P;  AIf clothes

"The woman washed clothes”
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pa

by  ndito té a ma  yowi mbiti

wormnan who SM TM  wash+P, clothes
"The woman who washed clothes”

In the examples in (b), we also notice that the affirmative marker ndi has
dizsappeared. We think that since the utlerances have been transformed into NPs
and since alfirmation goes with action, the alfirmative marker therefore has no
place m the construction.

d1.1.3.2, pa

1 is a relative pronoun which is used to refer to aniinals and things. It can

be roughly translated as "which”. An illusteation of its use is given below.

32) a) Nyaka a ndi kéma p3
Nyaka SM keep Aff  monkey one

"Nyaka keeps a monkey™

by kémai ya nyaki ¢ ma  tata-nd

monkey  which Nyaka SM  TM  keep+Suffl
"The monkey which Nyaka keeps”

33) a  na  véi ndi  kalati ova

| givet+P, Aff  book you

"l gave you a book"
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D) kalai ya mi ¢ VEI-nD va

look which my SM  givet+P; Suff  you
"The book that I gave you”

- When ya is used to relativize any position of the sentence, it allows a

subordination suffix to be attached to the verb as cvidenced by the examples

below.
34) a)  yomaya mi ¢ yambi-nd  vaké
yam that my SM  buy+P; Suff yesterday
"The yam which 1 bought yesterday”
By  mbsti ya ma vyijani- nd 6 madiba i ndi ayaa
clothes which his entertP+-Sufl to water SM Aff dry
"The clothes with which he entered the water are drying”
¢) nd déi  ndi pwete ya  Nyaka ¢é vEi-nd Bl

I eat+Py AfT pota('o which Nyaka SM give+P+Suff  Bulu

"I ate the potato which Nyaka gave to Bulu"

We notice from (a & b) that instead of having the subject personal
pronouns na and g or the object of verb personal pronoun mbd and mo" after the
relative pronoun pd, Band) rather uses the possessive personal pronouns mi and

nni which are respectively translated as "my" and "his" or "her".
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As said earlier (section 4.1.1.2.1) ya agrees with the relativized noun
phrase in number.

Another interesting observation is the absence of the affirmative marker
afier the verb of the refative clause and as we said earlier it might be due fo the

nominalization of the relative clause.
4.1.1.3.3. Wa

IWa is sometimes translated as "who" although it is mostly used as the

complementizer "that” as can be seen from 35 below.
I

35y a)  momo wa  Buala a ma yémba-nj

man who Bulu SMTM  know+Suftf
"The man who Bulu knows"

b) nda yémba ndi nditdo wa Bala a  vEi-nd PWELE

| know Aff woman that Bulu SM give+P| Sufl potato
"l know the woman that Bulu gave potatoes to"

This relative pronoun is used 1o refer only to human beings and differs
from 7€ in the sense that it cannot be used 1o relativize a subject noun phrase as
¢ alone does. And as we said in section 4.1.1.2. wa agrees in number with the
noun it is antecedent to.

"That" in some cases is marked by the morpheme nd, this is after the

verbs "to think” and "to say”. 36 below is illustrative.



36) @) o ydngdnede ndi na Balo a tndi ndi  Mama?

you thing AT that Bulu SM  love Aff Mama

"You think that Bula loves Mama?"

b) wdito wa dppda  md ydygdnedé-nd  wa Bila a
. woman that your SM'TM  think+Suff that Bulu SM

tondi ndi

love Al
"The woman that you think that Bulu loves”

¢) O [angwa ndi nd o daka ndi?
you  say AT that you sick AfT

"You are saying that you are sick”

Wa when used before a personal pronoun takes a possessive personal

pronoun ifistead of the subject pronoun as shown below.

37y a)  muana ndito wa  ma  a ma  yémba-nd

child  woman that his SM T know Suff

"The gitt that he knows"

1 " . . . . ' .
We have noticed lrom all the cxamples that the present progressive tense fimd/ which does not appenr in the
stmple deelarntive sentence appears in the relative clause,



b) mianawa mi 4 ma  tindi-nd

child that my SM IM love Suff

"The child that T love”
The relative pronouns yd and wa share a common peculiarity. Like ya,
when wa is used to relativize a sentence, it allows a subordination suffix to be

attached to the verly as evidenced by (he following examples.

38) a) mana a  daka ndi

man  SM  sick  Aff
1 * M H
the man ts sick

b) nda  yéni ndi nditd wa momé mid a4  ma daka-nd

! sce! Py AT woman that man her SM TM sick+SufT
"l saw the woman whose husband is sick”

¢} na  yémba ndi  nditod p3

| know AIf  woman one

"I know a woman"

d)  ndito wa i a ma  yemba-nj

woman that my SM TM know Suff

"The woman that [ know"



4.2.Conclusion

This chapter focused on the external restrictive relative clause in Band).
The discussion established five relativizable noun phrase positions and we
showed that these positions could be marked either by a relative pronoun or by a
gap. The study showed that Bandd has three relative pronouns, and for each of
these relativizers we discussed the different changes brought into the sentence.
The next chapter will describe another type of complex construction called the

adverbial subordinate clause.
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CHAPTER YV

ADVERBIAL CLAUSES

5.0. Introduction

It appears that all languages have a set of two-clause constructions in
which one is said to modify the other in a way similar lo the way in which an
adverb modifies a proposition. Just as with adverbs which are single words or
phrases, adverbial clauses can be labeled and categorized with respect to the
setantic role they play.

The present chapter focuses on the description of adverbial clauses in
Bands. In the first section of the chapter, we characterize the notion of
adverbial clauses. Section (wo examincs the adverbial subordinate clause types

which Bando manifests.
5.1. Characterization of adverbial clauscs

We can distinguish  three types of subordinate clauses: those which
function as noun phrases called complements, those which function as modifiers
of nouns called relative clauses, and those which function as modifiers of verb
phrases or entire propositions called adverbial clauses. |

An adverbial subordinate clause is one which modifies a phrase or a
sentence. Before we move on to describe adverbial clauses in Bando, let us first

give general characteristics of adverbial clauses.
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5.1.1. Marking subordinafe clauses

According to Sandra Thompson (1985:172) there are three devices which
arc typically found among languages of the world for marking subordinate
clauses. all of which are found with adverbial clauses. They are:

a) Subordinating, nml‘phcmes.
Iy) Special verb forms

¢) Wourd order
5. 1.1 L Subordinating morphemes

There are (wo lypes of subordinating morphemes. Grammatical
maorphemes with no fexical meaning (c.g.English "to" as in " to buy food" );

grammatical morphemes with lexical content (e.g.Enghish before, when, if).
Some examples are given below,

D

a) He came before we lefl.

bY If he comes T will do it

¢) Phone me when you reach there,

5.1.1.2. Special verh forms

A special verb form is one which is not used in independent assertions. In
lanpuages with subject-verb agreement, the special verb form may be a non-
linite form which lacks one or more agreement categorics. In Latin for example,
in independent assertions, the verb must agree with its subject in person and

number as the example below ilustrates.



2y Dux serth-if epistol-as

feader(Nomt Sg)  wrile-pres 3sg, fetter-Acce-Pl
" The leader writes letters.”
But in an adverbial subordinate clause, the verb may take an ending

whicl signals nothing about the person or the number of the subject as can be

seen from the example below.

3) Ter-it temp-us ~ srib-endo epistol-as

spend-pres 3sp time-Acc sg, writc-gerund  letter-Acc-Pl
" He spends time writing letters."

fn a language without agreement, a special subordinate verb form may

still be ideniifiable.
5.1.1.3. Word order

Some languages have a special word order for subordinate clauses.
German is a well-known example, where the finite verb (here, habe) appears at

the end of the subordinate clause. Compare the examples below.

4) Wir wohn-ten aufl dem Lande, wie ich dir schon gesagt habe

we live past on Art(Dat) land as | you already told have

" We lived in the country, as I alrcady told you"



5)7 {ch habe dir schon gesagt

I have you already told

" } have already told you"

"

in sentence(d) the finite verb habe " have" in the Wie " as” clause
appears at the end, while in the independent simple sentence (5), it appears in its

standard second position,

A characteristic of adverbial subordinate clauses in some Janguages is
their position. For example in Tuikish and many other languages, adverbial

clauses must precede the main clause. Here is an example from Mandarin.

6) Suiran’ wo xihuan ta, keshi ta bu- xihuan wo

although 1 tike  hc but he Neg like |
" /\Ilhbugh i like him, he does not like me"

in. many languages, however, the position of the adverbial clause is
determined by its role in linking the main clause which it modifies to the
preceding discourse. These, from a broad perspective, are the general
characleristics of adverbial clauses that one expects to {ind across languages. In
the next section we examine the types of advetbial clauses that Bano manifests

and their attendant characteristics. -
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5.2. Adverbial subordinate clauscs
5.2.1. Time clauscs

5.2.1 1. Temporal sequence clauses

The morpheme signalling “succession”, or temporal sequence

relationships betweeen clauses, are typically either independent morphemes like

the English when, before, after, efc. or verbal affixes. In Bando the first strategy

is common as can be scen from the examples below.

7ya) A pAi ndi mba o  viyd

he cometipl AT 1 when sleep

" He came while 1 was slecping”

Y

b) nd yéngndi md o0 md a  pind

1T sce Al hun when him SM  come
" When he comes, 1 will see him."

We notice that in the Ban39o time sequence clause the subordinate clause

comes after the main clause.

5.2.1.2." Before " clauses

" Before” clauses are different from " when" and " afler” clauses in that it

is always the case that the event named in the " before” clause has not happened
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yet by Ihé time of the event named in the main clause. Thus there is a sense in
which " before” clauses are conceptually negative from the point of view of the
event in the main clause. Languages may deal with this semantic fact in different
ways. Sone languages have no equivalent for " before” clauses at all. In Bando,

the " before” clause must take the negative marker as illustrated below,

9 a déi  ndi obo nd  ya laa

he eat+pl Aff  before thaf wetNeg go
" He ate before we left" .

5.2.2. Manner clauses

The manner clause in Bando is signaled by a subordinate clause marker as

in the following examples.

1)
a) ya ka m5 a ma beéa-nd
do as himSM TM say+suff
" Do as he says"
by wi ja ka va ¢ ji-nd sava

you-tTM + Neg to be like you SM be-+suff now

"You will not be like you are now"
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¢) 4  badé ndi p3 ka 16t mi é  ma bea-nd

he 1'TM back AT come like lelter his SM'TM say1-Salf

" 11e will be back as his letter says".

We notice {from above that the subordinating suflix which was atlached to
the verb in the relative clause (chapterd) now appears on the verbs in the inanner
clanses This conlirms what Sandra Thompson (1985:184) says: " Certain
manner clauses in a number of languages may also have the form of the relative
clause.” |
We also notice from examples in (11) that Bando uses only the motpheme ka

to translate two English different morphetnes: " as" and " like".
5.2.3. Purpose and reason clauses

Many languages use the same morphology for purpose aﬁd reason clauses.
The semantic explanation for the fact that one morpheme can serve these two
functions is that both purpose and reason clauses can be scen as providing
explanations for the occurence of a given state or action. They differ in that
purpose clauses express a motivating event which must be unrealized at the time
of the main cvent while reason clauses express a motivaling event which may be
realiicd at the time of the main clause event. As the examples below illustrate |

there are two different morphemes in Band5 which express purpose and reason.



13)
a) Reason
nd tEmi ndi vElT véli vake

I getupipt AT early yesterday

nabwand  nd jai ndi nd  na fai 6 sukdlu
becaiise I tobe AT that = I gofp3d (o school

" Yeslerday'l got up early because | was going to school”

by  Purpose

rs v

na  témi ndi veli vélf ~ vaké it

4 ~ l\\ rd
.

& sukaln

I getupipl AT cardy yesterday to go  to  school
" Yesterday 1'got up early to go to school”

We think that the morpheme 17 which here introduces the purpose clause -
is the combination of the preposition ¢ " o" and the infinitive marker j but we
do not have an explanation of its surface high tone. There are certain cases
where this i is reinforced by another morpheme which comes after the verb.

Example (14) below is illustrative.

Y

14) ) momo A jai ndi & njinja G yambd da mutba

man  SM tobe Aff SM work to buy car

" The man was working in order (o buy a car."
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by i (51 ndi 6 makéti & yamba da mada

we po P AT (o market to buy foods
" We went to the market (o buy (oods.”

Another reason why we think that the # is a combination of ¢ and 7 is that
wlren the clause is introduced by " so that" which does not appear before a verb

in the inlinitive we now have only the ¢ . Consider the following exaniples.

15} a)bédé mH 6 né a py  ida

call  him so that SM come eat
" Call him so that he can come and eat."

Dy & bédé ndi md> &6 nd a4 pd  ivE pdbe

he call A him so that SM come give bag
" He called him to come and give the bag."
5.2.4. Conditional clauses

A basic semantic dintinction between types of conditionals which is
signaled by most languages is the distinction between teality conditionals and
L1}

unreality conditionals. Reality conditionals are those which refer to " real”,

present, habitual or past situations. Examples from English are:

10) a) Present

If it's vaining out there, my car is getting wet.



by Habatual
H you step on the brake, the car slows down.
C) Past

[f you were at the party, then you know about Sue and Fred.

The term " unreality conditionals” is used for conditionals which refer to

“unrcal” situations. There are two types of unreal situations: those in which we
imagine what might be or what might have been, and those in which we predict
what will be. These two types of unreality are labeled imaginative and

predictive respectively. Below are examples from English.

{7) a) Imaginative(l)
If T saw David, 1 would speak Ban3> with him.(what might be-

hypothetical)

b) Imaginative(2)
If you had been at the concert, you would have seen Bulu.(what might

have been-counterlactual)

¢) Predictive

If he gets the job we will all celebrate.

As can be seen from these examples, among the imaginative conditionals,

3
a further distinction can be made. Soime imaginative refer to situations which
nuight happen, as in(17a) above, while some refer to situations which did not
happen. or which coutd not happen, as in (17b). Those which can happen are

called " hypothetical” , those which did not or could not happen are called

“coumterfactual™.
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Band) signals conditionals by means of subordinating morphemes such as
" ped il appears in Bandd after the verb of the subordinate clause and is

only used for the predictive conditional. (18) below is illusirative.

18)  a) predictive
Bild  a  pdi ngé vehénggd nd . yamba ndi béydndi

- Bulu  SM come if  today HTM cook  Aff plantains
" I Bulu comes today T will cook plantains”

b) hypothetical

Buld & jal p>  vehéyge nd vai  odi yamba béydndi

Bulu  SM tobcip2 come today 1 tmag Aff cook plantains
" If Bulu came today , 1 would cook plantains”

We observe that the verb of the subordinate clause in (18a) takes the past
tense marker i although the verb is in the present tense. Below is another

examplic.

19y a  yambi ggé A d4a ndi
e cook tpl if SM¥TM cat  Aff

" 1f he cooks, he will eat”
~ In imaginative conditionals, it is very conunon to {ind special marking. In

English this marker is " would”. Ban3d3 uses vdi and\or kao " then" , Consider

the examples below.



20) a) a Jai daka kao a  bédé ndi wé

he tobeip2 sick then SM call Aff us

"1f he were sick, he would call us”

by Buld & jai p3 vehénee nd vali  ndi yamba béydndi

Bulu SM to betp2 come today 1 Imag Aff cook  plantains

"If Bulu came today, 1 would cook plantains”

¢} nd  jai ja kddo va nd vai ndi ya yd

I tobetp2tobe then you | lmag Aff do it

" 1f1 were you, | would do it"

From above we also notice that all the imaginative conditionals are

introduced by the marker of the recent past jai. In Bandd, the imaginalive
marker (Imag) does not show up in non-conditional imaginative sentences as

gvidenced by the example below.

21) na jai ibiya

I tobetp2 know

" Had | known"

In Bandd hypothetical and counterfactual conditionals are not
distinguished. That is Bandd makes no morphological distinction between

hypotheticals and counterfactuals. Examples are given below.
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22y a) hypothetical

na Al 1A kao  va  na vl ndi ya yd

I tobe!p2 tobe then you 1 fmag AIf do it
" 111 were you | would do it”

1) counterfactual

na  jai @ kao  wvi ni  vai. bea nd tang

I tobe+p2 tobe then you I+Neg Imag talk that way

"I 1 were you | would not talk that way”

Many languages have a morpheme to signal negative condition. In

English it is " unless” :

23) a) Unless you get there by 6: 00, we are leaving without you,
by We will go to Kribi unless it rains.
Bandd does not have a negative condition marker per say. It uses an expression
fike " ifit does not” ot " if it is not". Below is an itlustration.
24) kad  saji € ma ja 6 vayi nd yamba yd

then price SM TM tobe to down I+Neg buy it

" Unless it is cheap 1 will not buy it"
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5.2.5. Concessive clauses

" C'oncessive™ is a general term for a clause which makes a concession,
against which the proposition in the main clause is contrasted. There are iwo
types of concessive clauses, those which are labeled " definite” and those labeled
"

indefinite”. Concessive clauses are simply those marked by a concessive

subordinator like " although”. Examples from English include:

25} a) Although she hates working, she ageed to go to the farm.

h)  Even though it is still carly, we would better do i1,

" Indefinite” concessive clauses, on the other hand, are those which signal a

meaning like " no matter what" or " whatever" ; these contain some unspecified
clement. typically an indefinitc pronoun or question word. Examples in English

include such sentences as the following,

26) a) No matter what he said, she still refused to go out with him.

b) Whoever he is, I am not opening that door.

Only the definite concessive is really expressed in Bandd. Below are

sonle examples.

27) a) na daka £ nia Ia adi 6 sukalu

bosick  though [+TM go AT to school

" Even though 1 am sick I would go to school.”
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by a ja 1€ a paye ya ndi  yd

he tobe though SM come wetTM Aff it
" Whether e comes or hot we will do it”
5.3.Conclusion

This chapter examined Band) adverbial clauses. After the
characterization of the notion of adverbial clauses, we studied the types of
adverbial clauses that Bandd manifests. The discussion brought into light five
adverbial subordinate clauses which included time clauses, manner clauses
which appeared to share properties with relative clauses, purpose aﬁd reason,

clauses, conditional clauses, and concessive clauses.



CHAPTER VI

GENERAL CONCLUSION

Stepping from the necessity to describe African Languages and to broaden
the base on which more comprehensive and adequate theories of co-ordination
and subordination can be built, we set out in this study to describe complex
constructions in Bandd, | |

Considering the fact that speech is culture bound, we started by looking at .
the linguistic community. Under this we saw the geographical, historical and
socio-economic set-up of this speech community. The situation of the language,
its _Iiﬁguislic classilication were also examined. |

This background information was followed by a study of some aspects of
phonology, verb morphology and the simple sentence structure of the language.
This revealed that there are seven vowels, twenty-two consonants and two
tones. The verb morphology presented a verb group made up of ten components:
the pre-initial, the initial, the post-initial, the formative, the post-formative, the
radical and it sullixes, the pre-final, Ihc.[’mal, the post-final and the affirmative
marker. Three past tense markers and five aspects were established. Furthermore
the study of the nominal construction revealed that Band3 has a closed set of
personal pronouns including subject personal, object of preposition, object of
verb, demonstrative, possessive and interrogative pronouns. The simple sentence
structure showed (hat the non-negative sentence is marked by the presence of the
affirmative marker ndi while its negative counterpart is marked .by the absence
of this affirmative marker and By the presence of the negative marker.

I'rom the study of overt and coverl co-ordination, we came out with three

co-ordinating conjunctions which are nd, wdnd, and 3. We examnined various
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key aspects which included noun phrasc, adjectival phrase and clausal co-
ordination. We looked at the governing principles of co-ordination and the study
showed that ordinary phrasal co-ordination is regulated by the principle of
identical category. The interface between co-ordination and compression rules
presenfed three devices by which syntactic or verbal compactness can be
achicved. these included conjunction-reduction rule, anaphoric substitution and
reciprocal formation rules.

The study of relative clauses focused on the external relative clause. The
discussion eslablished five relativizable noun phrase positions which are the
stibject position, the direct object position, the indirect object position, the object
ol preposition and the posscssor positions and we showed that these positions
could be marked cither by a relative pronoun or by a gap. We came out with a
closed st of thiee relative pronouns and for cach we presented a detailed
dcscript_ion ol 1ts usc.

From the study of adverbial clauses, we gave a characterization of the
notion of adverbial clauses. We then examined the types of adverbial clauses
manifesled by Ban33. We came out with five adverbial subordinate clauses
which included time clauses, manner clauses, purpose and reason clauses,
concessive clauses and conditional clauses.

Hopefully, this work will contribute to the standardization of the Ban3)
language giving it some profound study in the complex construction. It will also
add onto existing data to contribute to the formulation of adequate theories about
co-ordination and subordination.

In spite of its scientific nature, this work does not explore all the complex
constructions. We did not examine the complement subordinate clause. There is
still much to be done as far as the explanation of s_omephcnomcna in complex
constructions is concerned such as the appearance of the morpheme dd in some

purpose subordinate clauses, the appearance of the morpheme » before the



subject marker of some co-ordinate clauses. Thus, these could be carried out in

subsequent works on this language.
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