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CIIAI'TEK I 

GENLCRAI1, 1NlRODIJCTION 

1.0. Iiitrotliirtioii 

Viis cliaptet. introduces the work as a whole by spelling out the objectives 

:ind signific:iiicc of tlic slridy, providing backgroittid linguistic itiforinatioti oti 

the pcople of 13rinM arid their language atid also desci-ibing the research 

~i~ctl~otlology nnt l  :Illiilyticid p~occdrirc~ clilploycd i n  tltc ~Iudy. Scction OIIC 

presents the ob-iectives arid significance of the study while section two gives the 

backgroinid and riiotivalion for {lie study. Section tliree describes the 

geographical and Iiistorical situation of Bhn33 and its linguistic classification.. 

Section low ptesciits the literature review of the language and section five the 

data collectioir and analytical procedures filially section six gives the outline of 

tlic work wliile section scvcn presents the conclusion of tlie chapter. 
*, 

I. I .  Objrrhw of Hie study 

The prirposc of this work is essentially to provide a descriptive analysis 

o f  coiriplex constructions in B&ii33. For the purposes of this study, tlie 

coiiiplcs consti.uclion is dcriiied as (I) any sciiteitce of tiiore than one clause, 

wlietlier those clarises are conjoined or subordinated one to another, (2) any 

plirase with i1iore tlian one coiistitrieiit. Specifically, the study higliliglits the 

salient syntactic featrii'es of Bhti33 co-ordination and subordiiiation structures. 

Aciiong iriany otlicr tliings we will 

- tlcscribc tlic iiiarkcrs of co-ordination in 13iln35 ; 
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- discuss their syntactic distribution, context of use and tlie effect that the 

use of each co-ordinator has on the other constituents of the 

consti uct ion. 

- tlcsciil)c i l~e  tliITciciit Toriiis or subordiiintioii atid their distinctive 

rc:l~ulcs: :1nd 

- stucly the co-relationship between tense and subordination in B h 5 3  

l‘liis study will be a significant contribution in the doinains of co- 

ortliri:itioti and suhordinatioti in general and to studies on B $ n 3  in particular. 

Van Oirsouw( 1987: I IS) observes that the lack of exhaustive and definitive 

trcatniciit Or co-ordinatioti and subordination arises froin the remarkably limited 

1-ange or data . usually froin a few languages, wliich has oflcn constituted the 

basis For (lie formulation o f  theories. ‘rhe consequences of this is that universal 

priiiciplcs Ihrinulalcd about co-ordinntion and subordination phenomena based 

upon such restrictive data ofleii turn out to be inadequate . This study will, 

tlicrerore. add onto existing data and broaden the base on which more 

coiiiprclicnsive and atfequate theories of co-ordination atid suborditiatioti wii be 

Iiuilt. AI Ihe einlirical level, the study will open up new avenues for more 

cslensive research on the BhnM language. 

F 

1.2. Ilackgrouiid and motivation 

The piesent study was motivated principally by the desire to contribute to 

Ilic pioccss 01‘ s1;iiidaidising tlie 13;11133 language. According to Etientie 

Sadeinbouo ( 1993:s) the process of standardizing a language requires the 

following stages or description: 

- I’llollology 

- Sylltav 

- Motpl~ology 



- Elaboration of oitliographic rules 
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As kit as the cicsctiption of the Bin33 language is concenied, two major 

stcps ltavc bccit takcn. Kouani (1988) has described tlie phonology and the noun 

niorpltology white Ihbi (200 I )  has described the verb morphology (cf. section 

I .4 and chapter II lot mot-e details). 'To advance the description of tlie language 

thcrcforc. a description which goes beyond tlie i~iotpliology to cover the syntax 

i s  reqnited. I t  is for this reason that we have decided to describe the structure of 

conip~cs constrrtc~ions. 111 ilie cotirse or tliis description, the structure of simple 

plirascs ;tiid siiitplc scnlcnccs will snrliicc. 

1.3. The larigriage 

Spoken i n  the south province of Cameroon, Bin33 is the native language of 

llic 13hn33 peoplc. The langiiage is spoken principally in tiribi. Bin33 i s  also 

sljoken i n  nearby cities such as Yaounde, Douala, Edea where some native 

speakers have settled for better job and market opportunities. b 

I .3. I .  Geographic sitriation 

Accoiding to Sirotna (1980:10), B$n% villages are found along the coast, 

tunning ;ilong [lie Atlantic ocean, naniely in Kribi, i n  Lobe, i n  Botigaele. The 

Bin33 people are also found in grand Batanga 11, in Bagandoue, in Ngoe, in 

Talla and Wanye. The name Batanga given to the language was that of their 

ancestor named Ntanga. 

The socio-economic activities of the people of BBn33 are enhanced by the 

pioximity of rivers: tiienke, Lokoundje, Lobe and the level nature of the land. 

13iin3 people live mainly on fishing. Petit Batanga in the south, Kribi and 
Grand Bntatiga i n  tlie nortli are the fisliitig centres where traditional lnaritirne 

i 



fishing Tor i imi and traditional continental fishing for woineii are practised. 

Apart f i o i ~ i  fisk the people eat sea foods such RS cuttlefish, prawns, spiny 

ld)slcrs. Oyslcls clc. 

cultivated. ‘ Ihc yield is  extremely poor tlrie to tlie poor fertility of the soil. 

1:artii woi-k is csscntially done by wonien. Cassava is the major food crop 

A wood iticlristry lias been es1al)lislied in Kribi. ’lhe Mboa-inatiga pott 

fol-wards wood to h u a l a  Tor overseas exploitation. 

Beaclies arid other natural wonders such as tlie Lobe water fall attract a 

lot of  tourists and enable tlic developriletit of the region. 

1.3.2. Ilistoi-ical situation 

llhn33 , :ople belong to the Batanga ellitiic group. The name Batanga ineans 

“tliose I’roiii Ntangn ’‘ tlie descendants of Ntanga. The class 2 prefix h a /  means 

“lltosc lioni” joined tu Nlanga we liavc 13alatiga. Ntatiga is otic or Mbcdi’s sans, 
tvlbedi bcing tlic con~nioii ancestor of Douala, Uatanga, Bakweii, and Malimba. 

l l iey came lioni the Nile valley around the 15’” centuiy. travelled via Congo 

lioni vvlicie tliey migrated towards the north west arid arrived in Cameroon 

througli the picsent East province. Tlie group was broken up and the Batanga 

ieaclied the seaside througli Mahale. Guthrie ( 198332) subdivides the Batanga 

people into thee gioups: BAii33, Bapuku arid Bataiiga. The Bin33 and Bapuku 

tlialects tlilTei at h e  level of some phonetncs. It should be noted that although 

both 138piikii and I h 3 3  acknowledge the din‘erences, they are quick to add that 

theie is pcrfect intelligibility between tlietn. 

a 
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I .3.3. I iiiciktic classificntioii 

IXiti3.i is a Bantu language spoken in Camerooii. Guthrie (1967:32) 

classifics i t  in gionp A30. Batanga and Yasa are tlie only languages of this group 

sl)ol\cii iit ('aiiicroon. Accotditig to Dieti and Iienaud ( 1  983:380), I3ht135 is 

situated in zone 6 ,  Its code nutnber is 600. It should be noted that some 

Iringuages spoken along tlie coast around Litnbe in Campo also belong to zone 6.  

13iin33 i s  identilied witli the nutnber 33.00.00 by the administrative code. The 

ni;ip on p:igc (J t l rn~vn fiotn AI.,CAM (1983: 381) shows some languages ol'tke 

rcgion.  XI li-oni Y;tsn lioni tlic souh, tliesc other languages belong to group, 

4. that is lo North-East Equatorial Bantu. We can reconstitute tlie classification' 

or ~ii11-x as roiiows: 

I r 
Grass Mbain 

Field 
BANT-i - - Zambeze -I 

l------ Southern Equatorial 

"I Equato 

1 Norllierii Eqnatorid r-- 
A 

I 

I 

I 

- 
basaa-bati niaka kak5 

(A40a) (A70) (A801 (A90) 

b 
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1.4. Literature review 

A good riuiiiber of linguistic works have been done on Bii1133 priticipally 

iti  tlic at-eas of  pliotiology, uouu niotpliology arid vcrb tnorpliology. 

F;oua~ii (1988) did the sketch of tlie phonology atid tlie noun class system 

of IGiii33'. Accordiug to Uibi (2001: I I ) ,  Koriatn established 22 coilsonatits and 

7 vowels. 'lliese will be Ijt-esented in greater details in chapter 2. 

Dibi (200 I :7) noted that tlie pliouology proposed by Kouain lacked the 

1d)iaI-vel:ir /g6/. wllicli she obsetvcd to be frequently used by the native 

spcakcrs. 'l'lic prcscnce or not of tliis cotitroversial sound however has ti0 effect 

ou tlic presetit study, I3ibi's work dealt with tlic verb iriorl)liology ofUB1133 . She 

came out with a verb group made up of ten cotnpotients: tlie pi-e-iuitial, the 

i t i i t i a l .  (lie post-initial, the formative, tlie post-foimative, the radical and its, 
suffises. tlie pi-c-fiual. the final, tlie post-filial arid the affilinntive inarker. She 

also cst:il)lislied tlii-ee teuse markers aud five aspects . The work also contains 

ail impressive clisc~ission of verbal extensions. She identifies atid describes five 

vnlcticy-incrcasiti~ extetisiotis and two valency-decreasing extensions. 
* 

So h r .  tlirsc arc tlic major liuguistic works existing ou Bhn .3 .  In our 

opinioti. oti tlic Iiasis of these descriptive works, a number of projects related to 

the staiit1;irdizntioii of the language caii be undertaken. We are thinkitig here 

about aii alpliabct arid a writing system, a pxe-primer, a primer and a post 

primer. [-lowever, in  order to write a pedagogic gratntnar oftlie language, a inore 

coiiiplctc description of the structure OF the lariguage which goes beyoud the 

tnorpliology is needed. The need for tliis complete description is the main 

ttiotivating factor of our study. In describing co-ordination atid subordination, 

we will expose the setitelice stwctore acid the skuctuse of other cotistmctions 

wliicli ciiti then be exploited to write a pedagogic' grainmar of B5n.33. 



I .5. I)afa colleclioii atid aiialytic:il procedures 

~ -. ........... 

Naiiic Age 1,evcl o f  stricly Occupation 

Lbciiye Julieiiiie 23 Tle ESF Studeiit 

h.1 I' I3 w ei 11 ba I< igo bet-t 35 Bachelor Degree Pastor 

MIS Ihveniba Jiistirie 3 0  I'robatoire House wife 

.... . ........... ~ ~ ~ - _ _ _  

___ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

'I'llC dills \vcrc collcctctl fi-olll 0r;ll. SOIII-ccs. Sclltellces dl-awtl f i0 l l l  oll1cr 

works were givcii to ii;itivc sl)c:ikcrs, soiiic ofwliich arc listed iii taMc 1 below. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MI Ihi i ic  I~wo~itiiwe 
- 

44 Mailrise Studeiit 

... ~ 

Mrs Eiyo Marie C'laire 

I h ~ a  wcie ti;iiisctibcd directly and were olleii re-transcribed for verificatioii. 

1.6. Outliiir of the work 

'l'liis w o i ~ k  coiisists of six chapters. Chapter one, tlie geiieral introduction 

to the work iiitroduccs us to the 13:iii(i(i people and their ialiguage, giving a 

geographical, Iiistorical situatioii and a litiguistic classification. The chapter also 

presents the literature review, the objectives of the study, and the methodology 

iiscd iii (kits collectioii a d  aiialysis. Cliapter two presents a basic grammatical 

skctcli ol' lkiii33, Chapter three treats overt mid covert eo-ordination in Kin33 

taking into : I C ~ O I I I I I  plil.asal and clausal eo-ordination. Cliaptcr four exaiiiities 

f31iiiJ.j rclativc sribordiiiate clauses while chapter five looks at the adverbial 

siilwtdiiiatc clariscs. 1;iiidiiigs and recoiiiirieiidatioiis for Ttlrtlicr research are 

prcsciiletl i i i  cliapter six. 



1.7. Conclusion 

'l'liis iiitroductoty cliapler was devoted lo tlte presetiiatioti of tlie 13d1133 language 

i i i  gciicr:il. 11  spell o i i ~  the ol!jcctivcs and sigtiilic:ltlce of oiir s~iitly and described 
tlic ~csc:i~.cI~ iiietliotlology aiitl analytical procedures employed i n  tlie study. 

Aner this introdticioiy chapter, we provide background litigriistic informatiotl in 

the iicst c1i;ipIcI. 'l'liis. backgrouiid litiguistic in formation i s  iiecessaiy to 

liicilikite itritlersiaiitliiig of the iiia-ior issues Iiatidled in subsequent chapters of 

llie work.  



This chapter presents a background graintnatical sketch of Ban33 needed 

to follow thc niorc tccliiiical discussion in subsequent chapters. Section oiie 

givcs a plioticiiiic accoutit or the language while scction two deals with the 

sketch of [lie ved> tiiorpliology. I n  section tltrce, we exatniiie the Bh35 phrase 

strrtcturc atit1 scctioti rorir dcscribes llic elciiictils of tlic sirriplo sciitcticc. Wiis 

cliaptcr. liir l i on i  hciiig a digression iti otir work, constitutes a vety itnportaiit 

piit. siticc plit-nscs atid siiiiplc seiilcticcs are tile bases or coinplex coristructioiis. 

’l‘licre is no cotnpouiid or coiriplex sentence without a simple construction. Thus, 

tlic pliotiology , tlic verb tiiorpliology as well as the basic setitetice structure will 

bc vciy iclcvati~ i t i  uticlastaiiditig Llic disctrssioii of complex structures iti 

srlbsct~ucllt cllaplcls. 

% 

2.1. Sketch of the phonology 

This plioiiological sketch is based on Bibi (2001). 

2. I .  1 .  I’lioiictiiic accouiit 

I Iht iY) ,  :I m i c  A languayc, has a scvcii vowcl syslciii aiid ns Gullirie 

(1967: 32) affiinis: “A seven vowel system wliicli appears to be characteristic of 

the whole zone“. The consoiiaiit system shows 22 consonatits produced at four 

diffcient places or  articulation. Bh133 vowels and consonants are displayed in 

the cliarts below. 



I: 
i', 
I 
i .  
i 
I .  
i 

j 

i 

I ligli 

mid-high 

mid-low 

Lmw 
. . ~ . 

lable  2.1: Vowels 

. 
I I I  

e 0 

E. 3 

a 
-. 

Table 2. 
~. 

Palatal Velar Labial Den tal 
- 

P t C k stops 
--- 

6 d j Iniplosivcs 

I're-nasaliscd 

Nasals 

- 

iij 1 E  

'1Y tJ 

inb nd 

in n 
.- .- 

k Fuicativcs f S 

I .iqiiitls 1 

V 
. .. ~~ ~_~__ 

--- . 
Glides 

"onsunants 

2.1.2. Tones 

'l'lieie ale Iwo lexical tones iii Bhn33, high atid low which contrast in 

itlcnlic;il cnviroiinienis. Soiiie mitiinid pairs coiifirinittg (lie pllotiernic status of 

tlie tones ale piesented i n  the exainples below. 

( I )  i y h b ~  "to know" 

iydniba "to dance" 
iy0wB "to help" 



iY6WS "to wash" 

Ovh "y011" 

0 v ;I "here" 

I3ilIi  (2001 : 16-17) 

2.2. Sltetcli of #lie verb morphology 

As far as tlie verb morphology is concerned, Bibi (2001: 25) observed that 

the iiifiiiitive is iirnrked by the vowel \ i\. Verb steins are predominantly of a 

iiionosyllabic strrictrit-c CV or CVCI. 'l'lie vet-b group is made up of ten 

compoiiciits wliicli are the pie-initial, the initial, the post-initial, the formative, 

the post-l'orniative, tlie radical and its suffixes, the pre-final, the post-final, the 

affinnalivc iriarkcr. 'l'lic cornpoiicrils of  the verb group .are bi-iefly presented 
bclow. beginning wifli the verb base. 

2.2.1. -111e verb base 
* 

The verb base is made up of a stein and one or more verb extensions. 

When >ah cxtcnsions are attached to the stein, a primitive, extended or bi- 
extented veil) base is produced. The extended verb base has only one extension 

wliilc bi-euleticlctl bases have more tlian one extension. I n  the table below, the 
examples i n  ( I )  show primitive verb bases, those in (2) illustrate extended verb 

bnscs wliilc those i n  (3) sliow bi-extetited bases. 



j 
~ 

i 
i 

1 

I 
i 
I 
1 
i 

I 

i 

I 

i 

i 
i 
i 
i 
j 

! 

_ _ _ _  ~~ . -~__ 
Zero inorpheme Primitive bases I 

-;$E.- - 0  

-J 21 - 0  j& : idea of siting 

Primitive bases Derivational Extencled bases Skin 

da : idea of eating 

~~~ ~~ 

1 
.~. ~~ ~. ~~~ . ... 

ril- 
.-. 

t i l 4  til-cya : idea orwriting 
_. - 

/tub- kya: i d e q  . -i$l I . . 

tiib- / tub-a 

I I I piercing I 

2.2.2. Tense markers in Bi1155: 

The rollowing morphemes inark tense in BhnXi: 
\WI\ : prsciif progiessive tense 

\:i\ : Ftllnlc lcnsc 

\i\ : pas( fciise 

1 i6tinhyi: to get married I 

I:ollowing ale exaiiiples illtistrating the use oftliese tcnses 

(2)  a )  Ptcsenf tense 

n i  ilia v6 ndi 

I TM give Aff. 

" I  ani giving" 

N:itivc spcakcis or I 3 h 3  always miss out this present progressive tense 

iiiiii kci wliilc speaking. 



"lie/she will give" 

c) Past lCIlSC 

( i )  nd vi.i tidi 

1 give+PI Aff. 

"I lime giveti" 

(ii) n A  iii lldi 11A 

I IO be+P2 Aff. I 

(iii) 118 (il5i ndi 
I write4 P3 Aff. 

tild 

write F 



2.2.3. Aslvxt 

According to Bibi (200 I : 79), the different categories of aspect in B&n% 

iiiclritlc 

Tnble 2.4: Aspect 

I'erfec!ive 

-_ . 

'l'clic 

Iiilicreiit 

- 
- the iiiclioative 

- the iterative 

- tlie progressive 

- the Iiabitual 

- tlie coinpletive 
-____ 

- the punctual 

- the durative 

- tlie stalive 

- the dynamic 

Tlic use of tlicse nspectual categories is illustrated below. 

(3) I'CI fcctive 

a I l l & c E  tldi tilA 

lie finish Aff. Write 

"lielslie has fitiished to write" 

t 



! 

I 
I 

1 

i 
! 

i ! 
~ 

i 

I 

I 
! 

I 
I 

(4) Iiiipei fective aspect 

;I) Tlic iiiclioative 

ii I il bw il iidi l i ld 

lie s(nil  ASS write 

"Ilcislle sla1ls IO \YIItC" 

c )  'llic piogiessive 

lldi il IiilJgh 

Iic A f f  ~ I M  read 
c 

I 'Wslic i s  rcarling" 

d) T'lic habitual 

A j h  ndi l51@ 

Iic livc A K  sing 



l o  

"I Iiavc already written" 

(5) 'l'clic :ind :I(clic :ispccts 

a )  'l'clic 

i ku.6 I$ 

"lo cut down a tree" 

"to Ilir-ow away" 

'l'lic tlrrrativc 

iydltw$ 

"lo Icarll" 

'I'lie stativc 

iy314y.j 

"lo slcq," 



r l )  I Iic dynaniic 

iycIn1)i 

2.2.4. Ncg a 1' 1011 

Getlet-ally, the affirmative niarkcr /tidi/ disappears when a verb moves 

lion, tlic affirmative to the negative forin, 110 matter the tense or the mood of the 

latier, In l3511?13, tlic tnorplicnics l-il aiitl /-id mark negation. One or both of these 

inorplicnics is att:iclictl either to tlic verb itiitial, to tlic verb base or 

sitiiul~aticortsly to Ootli of Ihein, this depending on the tmod and the tense of the 

coirs~r ict io i i .  

2.2.4. I .  Ncgiition mi l  tlrc indicative mood 
I 

(7) Prcseitl piogrcssivc tense 

A Ili I I I l o t i  vc Ibr t i1  

nh ma tilh ndi 

1 'l'h,l wiitc AK 

"I ani writing" 

Negative foim 

ni nih  ti lh 

I f Ncg 'I'M w i l e  

"I  alii not wi-itiiig" 
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(8) I:ritriie k i i s c  

Ncg:ition i s  1ii:ii ked in the fuluie by the morpheine /-id, which deletes due 

I O  llic picsciice of  iiciglibouriiig vowels. 

"you will wl-itc" 

Ncgativc furin 

\1.'5 lilh 

yori+l'M +Neg wrile 

"you will iiot write" 

(9) I'asl ICIISCS 
I 

Negatioii in the past lenses is iriarked by the moiplieine /a-/ suffixed to the 

initial. 

a) 1'1 

Affiriiiative form 

A t i l i  iidi 

lie wtite+ P I  Aff 

F 

"he has written" 



I 

Neptivc lot 111 

h t i l i  

Iic I Ncg wiilct 1'1 

"hc I ias no( writtell" 

I1 5 jd i  nil 

"lie wrote" 

5 til% 

he tNeg write+P3 

"hc did not write" 



"IF  1 wet-c rich, 1 wonlcl buy a car" 

Negative foiin 

tnit6a ..% 
t i i  pi bCw6 1iipcil6 ka6 iih yambi 

I I Ncg lo bc~,,, Neg cliicr llicti I buy-tPlt-Ncg car 

" i F I  W C I C  not ticli, 1 would not buy a car" 

2.3. S i i i i l h  noiniiiai constrrictioii 

T h i Y  section exanlines the striicttire of the sitnple nominal construction. 

/\ccoitling lo N ~ : I I I ~ O I I I I I  (2002:30), llic siiiiple nomitial constroction rerers to 

llic iioniinnl coiishiiction that is madc l ip of a noun only, a pronominal element 

oiily, oi a notiit plus a detetitiiiier. Following is a brief piesentation of the types 

of simple noinitial constructions in Biiii33. 

7? 

2.3. I .  I'crsoiial pronouns 

I3?1n% peisoiial pronouns are displayed in the chart below and following 

cite ewinples oFtlicir nse 



prollollrls personal pronouiis preposition personal 

I --I Ova OVA 

I 

I I I 

( I  I )  a) Subject pet-sonal protiout1 

i y h i  ndi 
we scel I> ,  AfT 

i 

"wc have seen" 

"I  have seen thein" 

c) nycikh i bkanii ndi wi. 

Nyaka SM talk Aff us 

"Nyilk:) i s  speaking to us" 



I'ossessive pronouns can stand all alone and function as full nominal 

coitsliitctioiis Ilrlow iiic SOIIIC cxatiiplcs. 

I l d i b O  tkyi ttdi yhni  

house tliese Aff mine 

"thesc Iiortses arc mine" 

2.3.3. Interrogative pronouns 
D 

ltitctrogative words can be used in a pronominal fasliion, standing alone 

; t i id ritiiciioiiittg :is ;I t t o i t t i  plitase. Below are soinc exatnplcs. 

"call cliildren" 

Ghi GQ vk 

cliiltlrcii ones wliicli 

"wliicli cliildIen?" 



"wlticli ones?" 

b) t', 6 V d  

spooti oiic wliicli 

"whicli spooii?" 

6 V d  

otic wliicli 

"wlticli one?" 

. 2.3.4. IJenionstrative pronouns 

111 13h3?,  there ate three fottiis of deinoiislrative pronouns. They vary 

accoiditig to cl:iss ntid ciiunber. Those listed iti the table below are just a few 

exaiiiples of thein 170110witig are soiiie illustrations. 

Table 2.6: Denionstrative pronouns 



i 

" th is clot11 " 

Neal llic listener 

dik?l? ti: 4 1 1 6  

C6E Olle tl1at 

"t11at egg" 

bit6 16 bhil6 

\VOIIICII oiic tliose 

"tliosc women'' 

Fat f i0l l l  both 

lhbii t6 Gill! 6116 

ran1 one that tliere 

"that I-am tliere" 
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2.3.5. 'l'lie nioclified nominal construction 

'l'lic i i iotl i f ictl iiotiii plirase coiripiiscs a licad noun modified by aiiothcr 

i io i i i i .  ;IN ;itljcctivc o r  ;I tlclei-tiliner. Tlicse tlilTei-eiit types are briefly preseilted 

I)ClO\V. 

A iiouii can hc inodilied by anoflicr iiouii foiiiiiiig what is oitcti reCcircd lo 

;is iiii  ;issoci;itivc coiisfiuctioii. Tlic associative constructioii can express a 

iclatiori o r  posscssioii, iiiaterial make-up, content, purpose, etc. Below are some 

ewiiplcs. 

"n bnmboo chair" 



"tlic c h i e f s  hag" 

Adicctivcs :ire ~istially lernietl attributive or predicalive, depending on 

their iise In 13;i tiM. adjectives ale nsed both predicatively and attributively. we 

slionltl note l ieic Illat these are not pine adjectives but nouns used to qualify 

otlict noinis :iiitl wliicli wotk as ad-jectives. 

 two iiiaioi elements norrnally separate the head noun fiom the predicative 

ncl.ieclive 1 liesc aie the affirmative marker preceded by the subject marker. The 

Iicatl noiii i  ni:iy Iiowcvcr be followed by an iniinediatc dctertnincr, usually a 

tlciiioiistt iitivc or ;I possessive. i3elow are illustrations of predicative adjectives 

i n  use. 

(16) a) y iv i :  i: ndi v i M 3  

hair her SM Aff black 

"licr hair i s  black" 



i v o i i t m  oi ic  lliis S M  All '  wickctl 

"lliis woinati is wicked" 

2.3. .i. 2.2. A ffrihritive rriljcctivcs 

As illitstr:i~cd in ( I  7) below, sotile attributive adjectives precede while 

SOIlIC l i I l l O \ \ ~  l l lC  11~11111. 

(17) a) ndilni lidit6 

old womat1 

t'all old \volllall" 

11) i l l i l l l i i  ih iyi  

cliiltl intelligent 

"ati itt(clligctit cliild" 

2.3.3.3. Noriris nrorlifierl by yririiitificn 

In this scction, we discuss tiow cxprcssions rnoditied by noti riuineral 

qriati~itiets. We also look at their positioiis relative to the tiouti they modify. 

A qitaittifict i s  a type of deter-tiiitier used to denote quatitity. Below are 

some tion-tiitmetal ciitatitifiers it1 Uiiti33. 

(18) ti5 tni,ti, : no one 

Il16l6 ti- : everyone 

Myiti : many, much 

l l ~ ~ y ~ l o  : loo many 
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1 1 1  113ii3.3. :ill tlic tiat-ttuttietal quantilicts arc post-posed to the noun. 

13clow :IIC wiiie tllusttatiotis. 

(k9) a) infin2 16 

cliild cveiy 

"every cliiltl" 

c) bin3 bhyiti 

eltiltlicit iiiatiy 

"iitaiiy cliildreii" 

2.4. 'l'lte sintple sentence construction 

111 this seclioti, we will discuss the basic structure of ordiuary declarative 

setileticcs. 



1, - 

2.4.1. Ikxlaralive sentences 

I\ (1ccIm:itivc scntcncc cnii tic iicgative or non-negative. 111 section 

2 4 1 I _. \vc will cy:iiiiinc noii negative cleclatativc sentences and iniperalive 

sentences. 'I lie ncg;itive sentence will be discussed i n  section 2.4.1.2. 

2.4. I .  1. Nim-ricgiitivc scirfcnccs 

' 1 ' 1 1 ~  I~Ioad SIIIIC~IIIT: o f  non-iieg:itive sciiteiices is SVO. Generally a tion- 

negative seritciicc is distinguished fiorii its negative counterpart by tlic presence 

of an affii-mativc niarkcr iidi wliicli conies immediately after the verb. Examples 

of lion-ncgative tlcclarativc sentences iire given below. 

(20) a) a 15 ndi 6 inBk6ti 

lie g!olPI A f f  to rnatket 
I 

"he has gone to the market" 

b) a wa ridi 6 sukulu 

she coiiie Aff from scliool 

"slic conies froin scliool" 

7'11~ iiiilmalivc scntcnce consists of a simple verb or a single noun which 

iii;iy cy i i css  conniiaiid or prayer. Examples of impeiative sentences are given 

bclow 



'I lie iicg;itivc sciilcricc is tiraikctl by tlic abscnce of the alliittiative tiiatker, 

atid the piesetice of the ttegative inatker wlriclt deletes in the futuie. Some 

negative sctiteiices ale giveti below to exemplify this staternetit. 

"Ebeiiye has not gone to scliool" 

"Eyo will not cook yarns" 

c) Ili Ill:j l i l a  

I I Nrg ' I  M writc 

" I  ant not writing" 

111 the interrogative sentence, the interrogative pronoun usually comes at 

tlrc end of the sentence, except in the case where one wants to inquire about the 

sl:itc of licaltlt o f  sotiicl)ody. 111 that case, tlic affirinativc marker comes last with 

a liigli totie, as sliown in (23c) below. 



(23) a)  h. Ii5tjgA ridi k i l i r i  6 v e ?  

yort tcad ALT book otic which 

"wliicli Iwok inc yoit ic:itlitig?" 

b) A I i  tldi 0 ve ? 

Itc go A l r  Lo where 

"Wlictc is Iic going to'?" 

c)  l 1 l ~ t l 1 ~ 1  gg5 A yhdi. lldi '? 

chiltl your SM how AK 

" 1  low is your child?" 

Tlic interrogative pmiouii "who" when used comes at the beginning of the 
I 

iiitct.i-og:ilivc sci~~ci icc.  

d) Ilji ni 5 biykd6 Ilditi, 7 

w l i o  SM tiit woinati 

" w l i o  h i t  the woinati?" 

2.5. Conclusion 

This clinptei- presented a background graininatical sketch of BBn%. The 

plioiieniic accornit came out with seven vowels and twenty two consonants. As 

Li I  as flie vcth mot-pliology i s  coticcriied, Bibi (2001) observed that the verb 
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extetidctl or bi-extctiderl. We idecitified three tnotpliemes as tense markers in 

IXin33 aiitl live as~icctrial iiiarkers. We also noticed that negation i s  inarked by 

t w o  i i iwpl ic i i ics .  'l'lic nominal cocistwctioii iiicliidcd ~)crsor~al. detiionstralivc, 

possessive atid interrogative pronouiis. We observed that adjectives can be 

Iwxlicativc o I  :itti ibulivc aiid that noti-titmiera1 quantifiers in U h n M  are all 

post-posctl to tlic tioiit~ they iiiodify. The simple sentence stt-uclure showed that 

Itre tiori-tie.g:ilivc sctilctice is marked by the preseiice o f  the afliiinative marker 

/ id ;  wliilc its negative counterpart is  tilarked by the absence of this affiriiiative 

iiinrkcr aiitl by llic presence of the negative niarker. The iniperative seiiteiice is 

iiiarlc t ip of a siiiglc vcrl) o r  i iow cxprcssiog coiiiiiiaiitl or pIayct. All tliis will bc 

Iielphl i i i  liatidliiig the subsequent cliapter that deals with the eo-ordination of 

siiiiplc plirnscs ;itid simple senteiices. 

i 

i 

j - 

i 



3.0. Iiitrutlnrtion 

According lo Ilzariiesliie (1998:72), co-ordiriated structures generally fall 

iiito two lyl)cs: 
- Syiidetic: where the coiijuiicts o f  a co-orditiate structure arc utiitcd by tlic 

usc of :in ovcIt co-ortlitiafiiig coii.jiiiictioii like “and” or “but”. 

/\syiitlctic or paract:ictic: wliere the coti.juncts are riot uiiited by any overt 

co-ortliiiatiiig conjuiictioti. 11 uses pauses it1 speech and cotntnas in 

wi-itiiig, 

- 

’Jliis cli;ipter discusses these two ineatis used to combine words and phrases 

iii BA 1135. The tfiscrissioti focuses on tlie form of tlie co-ordinalors, their coiitext 

of use :iiid otlicr t~elevatit cliatiges iti tlie phrase which result froin the use of a 

piirtic111:it cotijritict. Tlie cliaptcr also looks at tlie ititerhce between co- 

ortlinalioii and conil)tcssiori rules. 

3. I .  Overt en-orclinrtion 

As indicated earlier (section 3.0), co-ordination may be overt or covert. 

Co-or-diiintioii is overt when the phrases or clauses are explicitly corijoined with 

an ovcr-t coiirieclor. As in other languages, Briri33 has a closed set of co- 

ordi.ii:ititig cotijuiictiotis that are iisctl for coii.joiiiiiig plirascs or clauses. ‘lliese 

eo-ortliiiators ate ti?. 5, ii*drrd. The context in which these co-ordinators are used 

is  rcstrictcd such that while oiic co-ordinalor links tiouti phrases only, another 



inny l ink  verb plirascs only. hi the sectioiis that follow, we describe the different 

co-ordiriatovs and tlicir context of use. 

3.1.1. Nh ca-ordination 

'llic co-oiditiafor riri I-ouglily trailslated into Ens d i  as "atid" can conjoin 

\vortls. plifiises and clarises, the niqjor condition govetning its use being that the 

clciitcn~s iI coniI)iiics i i i i i s ~  I)clong 10 llic sanie calegoiy. In coinlining elements 

of tltc s m c  syiilactic ca~cgory Itowever, mi, exhibits certain peculiar 

cliat-actevistics wliicli are worth noting. In the sections that follow, we present 

tlic k i d s  of eleiiieiits that mi conjoiris and liigliliglit the peculiar characteristics 

iri cacti case. Wlicrc possible, we wit1 attempt some explanations for the peculiar 

clial.;ic(ciistics hit wlicre this is not possible, we will simply point tlieiii 0111 and 

Ic.avc l l lC l l l  for f l l l l l IC  resca~cll. 

Nil can co-ortliitate fwo proper nouns as showti in the examples below. 

(I)  a) EbStiyC ii vki ndi Bulu d51-2 na Eyo 

Ebcnye SM give + PJ aff Bulu money and eyo 

"Ebenye gave inotiey to Bulu atid Eyo" 

b) I jb i .11~6  I I ~  Eyi, 69 I5i tldi b tnakdti 

Ebenye and Eyo SM go+P~ Aff to market 

" I : lm~yc acid IZyo weitt l o  thc iiiaikct" 



"Eyo aitd 13rtlu are eating" 

This eo-ordinator can conjoin more ihan two ftoutis in one structure. 

J+'Iicit ~Iicrc arc itiore Iliati two coti.jtrncts, it is felicit; ous to repeat the co- 

o d i i i a t i i i p  coii.jiiitctioii iti hctwccii :ill tlic coiijuiicki as in (2a). l.lowcvcr thc 

rqictitioii of tlic cotijwiction in betwccti the coiijuncts is optional in subject 

position. 'l'lic co-ortlitiatitig coiiiuiictiori tilust Iiowcvcr be ovcrt in bclwccti the 

las( cotjtiticts as cvidcticcd by the cxaiiiple (2b). In oilier positions, the 

rcpetitioti or ~ l i c  cort~jiriictioti is getict-ally required as showri iri exaiitple (2c) 

VCISUS (2d). 

a 

tk3 tid Eyb nri EbC.iiy15 6h yiinbi tidi taba 

Eko atid Eyo aiid Ebeiiye SM buytl'l afT goat 
% 

"l<ko, Icy0 aiid Ebciiye bouglit a god" 

IJyiiiit (it$) 6k3 I,$ Eyci 65 y5wi ndi b&&kf 
Eyouiti (atid) Eko arid Eyo SMwash+PI Aff dishes 

"Eyouiii, Eko aiid Eyo washed dishes" 

Gk3 d yittibi tidi mb2ndii l id rnbai na kokondi 

I lko  SM buy+PI A f f  ground riuts atid corti and beans 

"Eko bought groundnuts, coni and beans" 



(I)* f k i  h yktnbi ndi  rnbi.nda rid, inbai, kbkbndi 

I<ko S M  biiy+l'l A l l  grouiid riiits aiid corn beans 

"Eko bought groiitid,tiuts and corn, beans" 

It is gcnetally h e  case that only elements of the S a m  syntactic category 

can bc co-oidinakd altlioiigli apparent exceptions can be foulid. For instance, 

langi~agcs gcricially allow a (pioper) notin to be conjoined with a pronoun. 

I lowet ei. h e  two calcgoories are ofien considered to be both of the category 

' l t ionn plitasc". Sonic exaniples of noiin plus pionouii co-ordillation are given 

"Kwctli and Iiini bought a goat" 

t l i  y h i  ncii in5 1 1 i  kwbdi 

I see+PI Aff Iiiiri atid Kwedi 

" I  saw liiiii atid Kwedi" 

Kw%i nd w k  i yainbi tidi id5 
Kwctli and we SM cook-{-PI Aff food 

"liwcdi attd we cooked food" 

horn the examples above, we notice that rrr5 and w.6 which are object 

pronouns and wliicll iionnally appear i n  object position, also appear in subject 

positioii rhis is lather suiprising because in (3a) for instance the conjoined 
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clcincnts are hotli i i i  subject position. It i s  therefore strange that a purely ob-iect 

of verb i ~ r o i i o u n  i n  (311) for instance is now used as a subject pronoun in (31). 

"l'liis tiiiglit SCCIII to sngp,est that nri is a verbal eleinent or might have been 

d c r i \ d  l i o r t i  a vcIb, In ilic cxaiiiples i n  (3) thererore, since rid i s  a verbal 

elciiicrt(. a p r o n o i t t ~  lollowing it occurs it1 objective case even when this pronoun 

is rtscd in gfiniiiiia~iczil subject position. This suggestion however iuns into 

difIiciiIlics iti situalioiis where all the iioiiti phrases in the co-ordinate structure 

i11.c ~~rot io~~t i s  ;IS i t 1  tlic cx:iinples i n  (4) I)clow. 

(4) a) in5 iia nib6 i yatnbi ridi 

lie and 1 SM cook+Pl Aff 

id$ 

food 

"He and I cooked food" 

(1) nlb;i n h  vh i psi ndi vkk6 

1 :ind yoii SM cotiie t-P1 A f f  yeslerday 

"I and you came yesterday" 

111 (4a) Tot instance, the same object pronoun rii5 "liim" occurs in a 

position itninediately preceding the rtir  co-ordinator. I f  our reasoning above that 

~ i r  is a veibal cleinetit is correct, then i n  (44  we expect to have the subject 

pronow ti "lic" itiitl not the ob-ject pronoun rii3 "liiin". Tlic use o f  the object 

~ ~ r o r ~ o t t i r  i s  h c t c h c  riot contlitionctl by wlicllicr i f  Ibllows ot prcccdcs ii vcrbal 

clctncti( I t  can fieely be used before or after the co-ordinator n6. 

3. I .  I .  2. cn-orrlirrcrtiim of ttoiiiis riseri 11s nnjcctivcs 

Nil can also conjoin two iioutis fwctioiiing as adjectives as shown in the 

cxarnplcs below. 
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3 8  

( 5 )  a) 115 y h i  iidi ini)nib in5 Oyavi i ia bbwhrdi 

1 sce I I' I AU' i i iai i  one tal l  and t l i i t i  

" I  saw a (all acid tliiii inaii" 

11) IldribO Id r i h 6  1121 bob6 e ndi ya mi 

llorlsc Ilia1 big ant1 ugly SM Aff owti my 

"' l ' l ia~  big atid ugly Iionse I~clotigs to nie" 

3. I .  1.3. C k i i i s d  co-nviliniitiort 

'l'hc secoiitl structural type or co-ordination which einploys rid i s  clausal 

co-ordinalion. Nir can co-ordinale more than two clauses as illustrated iii (Ga) 

ti;i Ilitlit ni ydinbi  

and 13111n SM datice 

"Ehciiye plnyed, Eyo sang and Bulii danced" 

We observe that while otlicr languages will use conmas to conjoin 

clauses like ~liose i i i  (6), BRiiM uses ari overt co-ordinalor. A striking feature, 

Iiowcvei. is 11iat this co-ordinalor does not allow the same subject for all the 

coiijoiried clauses 'Iliat is, we cannot have one subject for two different verbs as 

sliowii i n  (Gc). 



((I) b) 
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13bhy6 A botiii iidi tia Eyo i ia tiiinbw6dki. 

I;.bctiyc SM play+PI Af f  atid Eyo S M  sing 

"1:bciiyc playctl aiid Eyo satig" 

IlI76ny6 d bOIll1 iidi i i A  lid tuinbw6dG 
I<betiyc SM play+-PI Aff and SM sing 

"I:bctlyc pl:lyctl and snllg" 

~. flits setitelice is uttgianniiatical because nd co-ordina(ion does not allow 

tlic satnc subject hi two clauses atid does not allow aii overt conjunction of a 

scqucticc of vctbs. '1'0 coi!join a serics o f  vert$ Bin33 uses the subject marker 

ptccedotl by tlie sct iali7atioti niorplieine / I  as in the exainple below. 

(1) Ebi.nyi. h boini tidi tia tuinbw6dG 

Ebcnyc SM play+PI Aff SM sing 

"Ebeiiye played aiid sarig" 

Otic inlet-estitig observation about clausal co-ordination in B h 3 3  

ccmcci-tis tlic t-cpetitiott or flie subject iioiitt plirase i n  clausal conjuncts. In many 

h i t u  Iaiiguagcs it. i s  possible, and eveti coniinoti, to have a structure iti  which 

llic s;itiic srtl!jccl ~ ~ c i l i ~ n i i s  :I series or actioiis liiikctl togeflicr by ail  oveit co- 

0i~diti:iIw'. 'l'his is h i -  iiislaiicc llie case iti i3nful. 
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(7) a) Situ ki i ~ U ? u  nsbo ijki ntil'ifi ijkl gki tilad m i j i  
sull 1'2 clcat f ~ i i i i i  :utd fctcli water aiitl cook food 

" S d i  clc:ii-cd farm atid fetched water a i d  cooked food" 

I>)* Suu ki bil'iu nsbb ijki situ t i tC?fi  gki ijki suu nlaa iniji 

srrli 1'2 clear rarm aiid suli retch water and suli cook food 

" S I I I I  CIC;I~CCI ~ I I I  ~ I K I  SUII f ~ i ~ l ~ ~ t l  watcr a11d SUII cooked rood" 

In these ex:iniples, i t  is needless, i t i  fact uiigraintnatical to repeat the 

suljcct iri the sulisequetit conjuiicts as (7b) shows. 111 Bin33 oti the other hand, 

the srili,ject tiiust be rcpeated in every conjunct. Leaving out tlie subject in 

subsequciit coiijrittcts is iitiacceptable. 'llie exainples in (8) below deiiiotistrate 

this siluatioii iii 13riii33. 

_* 2. 

( 8 )  a)* LbGiiyf. ii b6mi iidi 118 Biilu tCmbw6dCE 

I'.bciiye SM play+l'I Aff  and Bulu sing 

"Ebeiiye played and Bulu saiig" 

b)* Eyb a tutiibw6dCk tidi na Bulu ythnbii 

Eyo S M  sing Arr   MI BUIU dance 

i "Eyo sang and Bulu danced" 

Another iiitcrestitig characteristic of riir co-ordination coticertis the 

internetioil hc~wccn co-otdiriation aiid tense. Wlieri nci is used to conjoin clauses 
i i i  the p:ist tciisc, :in appears before tlie subject marker of the subsequent 



verb (s). and the aflimxttive inat-kcr disappears on these verbs whose 

iiiorpliology d s o  climges. Coiisider the examples iii (9). In the presetit atid 

liltrile tciiscs oii the other Iiatitl, i t  is no1 possible to have two clauses conjoined 

with rrh. 13Aii35 ra~licr makes use of cotniiias in writing atid pauses in speech as 

cvidcticctl by tlie cxatiiple (1  2). 

CY) a) Nyhkh ii yatnbi tidi id5 i i j  Eyi, OB yowa bkkki 
Nynka SM cook+-Pl All' food aid  Eyo SM wash dishes 

"Nynka cooked rood arid Eyo waslied dishes" 

. I S  I)) NyAkA pi iitii B Iiiijgii i i i  inbh n i  t i l i  

Nyiikn SM Cp be4 P2 ALT SM read aiid 1 SM write 

"Nyakn was reading aiid I was writing" 

+ 
c) NykkB B IhggS ndi iia tnbh na tila 

Nyaka SM read+PJ Aff arid I SM write 

"Ny:ik;i iciitl and 1 wrote" 

Froin the exatriples above, we notice that before the verbs yhvi  and til6 

we have a rr i i  wliicli has tlie saiiie form as the co-ordinator. This second rici is 

the conibiriatioti ol' rt  plus the regular subject marker ci. Still in these examples, 

allei- tlie first verbs jrhtrbi "cooked", /h&i "read and ,jii ":WQ~,", the 

affirmnlivc tiiarkcr rid? appears, but aner yciii~? "wash" aid tild "write", the 

secoiitl verbs, it disappears. The tense marker in the conjoined clauses also 

cliaiiges sricli that, instead of the regular past tense inarker /i/, we rather have /d/. 

Notice that if  tlie seiiteiices were to be written separately without the co- 

i 

! 

i 

I 
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ordinalor r r t i  the past tense would be iiiarked as illustrated in the examples 

hclow. 

( I O )  ;I) N y M  (1 p 5 i  ndi, Eyt  n I 3  ndi 
Ny:ika SM cnmet-1'1 Af f  Eyo SM go + PI A ff 

"Nyaka ciitiie, Eyo wcnt" 

. \ *  
1)) Nyhki ii p i  ndi a IhlJgh Eyyb a j d i  ntli i t i l i  

Nyaka SM to be +P, Aff SM read, Eyo SM to be+P* Aff SM write 

"Nyaka was reading, Eyo was writing" 

.~ . 

In tliese exatiiples, we also notice that tlie aflirinative marker ndi appears 

oii both vcibs :ind thc 11 disappears h i l i  the snbscqncnt snbject niarkcr (s). 

'I'licsc \ l i I w  ol)scr\~:ilions ;il)oul d:iiis:iI co-ortliiiation with rid in llhti% rcquirc 

some explan;itions. We attempt these iii  tlie paragraplis that follow beginning 

with tlic appcarancc o f  the / I  on the second subject marker. 

'1'0 tletertninc the status o f  the I I  on tile second coijwcts, let us first 

cxaiiiine serial veIb constructions in B h i 3  which also contain ail / I  on 

snlisecjrtetit verbs. 

( I  I )  np&R R pj i ncli, iia jia, ti$ 6a&, n a  laa 

Nyaka SM come -I- 1'1 Aff  SM sit SM eat, SM go 

"Nysikii came, sat, ate atid lelt" 

Notice that i n  t h e  examples, ai1 it appears on all subsequent verbs in the 

constntctioii. Wiis 11, iir t3antit teniiinology, is tlic serialization nioi-plienie. 



Clontp:ti-iitg 11icsc serial verb cottslriictions to lite eo-ordinate constructiori in  (9), 

wc :ilso notice the appcataiice of tlte same 17 oii [lie secoitd conjuncts i t t  tlte co- 

ortlinnlc sttiic.trires. We propose that this 17 is a reflex of tlie serialization 

inorpliciitc wliiclt icgulai-ly OCCIII-s i n  serial verb coiistructioiis. Why i t  appears 

on (Ire sul+ct iiinrkcr and not on the verb itself is another problem. May be the 

siiliject niarker is actuaily a inoi-plieiiie attached to tlie verb (Le. the subject 

tnnrker i s  1xii-t of tlie verb group) and not an independent morpheme as iti other 

l~ltlgtl:lgcs. 

'l'iiiving now to (lie afiriiiotivc inarker, we observed that it  generally 

clisiipi)c:irs i i i  tlic sccond coniiinct. We suggest lliat the alliitnative iiiarker 

disalilmits lot- scol)c tc:iso~is. 'llte laiigitage requites that afirination be marked 

only once. Wlieii it i s  marked on the first coninnct, it tias scope over the entire 

construction and so, there is no need to tiiark i t  a second time. 

l'lie treatinelit of the tense inai-ker i s  probably the sanie as that of the 

all i i-mntive inat-kcr. 'l'ltc language niay also requite that tense be marked oiice in 

tlic saiiie coiisttiiction. Ni:it is why oiily h e  first conjunct has an ovcit tense 

iiiarker. 

V i e  exntiiple ( 12) below illustrates the case of the present and future 

tcnscs wiierc clnrisal eo-ordination with 172 is not possible. 

( I  2 )  il) ~IICSCIII ICIISC 

(i) Nytika i yaiiiba ridi id%, Eyyh a y6wa ndi bkkki 

Nyaka SM cook Aff rood Eyo SM wash Aff dislies 

"Nyaka i s  cooking and Eyo is washing dishes" 



( i i )  Ny:ik:i A I5 ndi 0 iiihki.ti, I?yB 5 18 ndi 0 intikdti 

Nynka SM go Aff to market Eyo SM go AFF to market 

"Ny:ik:i i ?  going lo llic nimkct :ind ['yo is going lo the niai ket" 

Fulrii-e tense 

(i) NyAk5 5 yinibd ndi I&, Eyi, 5 y6wA ndi Wek'i 
Nyaha SMtl'M cook Aff  food Eyo SM+TM wash Affdislies 

"Nyaka will cook food and Eyo will wash dishes" 

(ii) Ny5k;i 5 ps ndi, Eyb 5 la ndi 
Nyakii SMt-TM coiiie Aff Eyo SM+ T M  go Aff 

"Nyaka will coiiie and Eyo will go" 

c)* Nyaki p5 ndi iia Eyi, a la tidi 

(i) Nyaka SM come Aff and Eyo SM go Aff 

"Nyaka i s  coining and Eyo is going" 

(ii)* NyAkk ri yaniba iidi kc7 na Eyb 5 y6wi ndi W k i  
Nyaka SMtTM cook AK foodand EyoSMi-TM wash Aff dishes 

"Nyaka will cook food and Eyo will wash dishes" 

Despite the fact that (a) and (b) are not overtly co-orditiated with fib, the I 
sentenccs still have R co-ordinate aud not a sequential reading. Example (c) is 



riii~rnt1itii:itic:iI ~~ccanse i t  is quite iniiiossible iti the presctit and future tetises to 

have clauses coii.ioiiietl with nb. 

'1'0 suiniii:irisc tliis section, we can say that rib is used both for phrasal atid 

cl:irisnl co-ortlitiatioii. We observed that when used to cotnbiiie proiiouiis, object 

pronoritis c:in :ipl>car either iii suL+ct or oLject position. For clausal co- 

oidiiiatiuri. irir raises problems, soiiie of wliicli an attempted solution has been 

$VCII IO wd SOIIIC left to furtlicr reseaicli. An interesting characteristic ofrib co- 

oc-rlinatiori coi icer i i~ the interaction between co-ordination and tense. Alter 

tlcscribitig rrti co-ordination, i n  tlie next. section, focus i s  on wdnh co-ordiiiation 

\vlicIc we csiiniiiic tlic dis(ributioii aiid peculiar cliaracteristics o f  wdricj. 

3.1 2. W&ik eo-ordination 

fP'h/id has the iiieariiiig o f  tlie English conjunction of co-ordination "but". 

'l'lic iisc of irdrit; i s  tcslrictcd to claiiscs niid Adjectival plirascs. Whr4 cannot 

he \;sed to conjoin tioiiii pliiases as tliis is ptagtnatically inconceivable. 111 the 

lbllowiiig scctioii. wc pcsctil only tlic clanciits that can bc conjoined by w h d .  

I 

Uiilike the iiouii phrase, tlie adjectival phrase can be cot-tjoiiied by wn'rid 

as illustrated by tlic cxaniples below. 

(13) a) t l i  YPlli ridi nioino in3 hyivi w&n& bbwhrsi 

1 scc -1- 1'1 Aff  tiinti one tall but thin 

" I  s:iw a tall brit thiti tnm" 



1 1 )  Mtiiiir titlitd 6yAniii 1~5115 bbbC d psi trdi v5k6 

cliiltl woinair beautiful brit wicked SM caine+PI An' yesterday 

" A  heeuliful but wicked girl came yesterday" 

W d m j  is used to co-of-dinate clauses to express contradiction. Unlike nd, 

ii.Nlmi c:iii co-ordin:rie clauses with the seine subject (144, as well as those with 

different srilijcci as illustrated in (14b) bclow. 

(1.1) a) Eb6ny6 d psi iidi whiz5 Ey6 a pumi iidi 

Elmiye S M  catnet PI An' but Eyo SM goi-PI Aff 

"Ebenye came but Eyo has gone out" 
I 

1,) IWnyf i psi iidi wz5tib a p h i  ndi 

IChenye SM coinefl'l Aff but SM go+P~ Aff 

"Ebeiiye came but has golie out" 

Froiri (1411) above, we observe tirat w h r ~  can overtly cotrjoiir two verbs. 

Wlrcir his  Iraplxxs, no serializatiori mol-plieine appears on the subsequent 

srtbiect marker, atid tlie second affitinative marker reinains. We think that, since 

wrirrd expresses coiitradictioii, oppositioii and not addition of two different 

cleincrits. i t  iniglit be a reason why the serialization morpherne I I  does not 

appear. l'lie affii-mative marker appears twice, because in the language this 

senleiice expresses two clauses wliicli cati easily stand alone as shown below. 
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"IIC I1:1s got1c out" 

IVcirrr i  catittot conjoiii mote tiian two clauses, hence tli 

ol'tlie: following sciiIcttcc. 

(IC,) * tiw6tli ;:I p S i  t t t l i  w 5 i i h  Eyi, a 

ungrainrnaticality 

pilllli ndi 

t iwcd i  SM coiiie tPI A f f  but Eyo SM go-f-Pl A f f  

\v51ih f k i  d nriggi iidi . 
b r i t  Eko SM SleeptfJI A ff 

* "Kwetli came brit Eyo ltas gone out but Eko has slept" 

Unlike irti, i t ~ f r i r i  can co-ordinate clauses in the present tense as shown 

bclow. 

(17) a) Kw6tli 5 yiinb5 ndi idi win5 6k3 a yowa ndi b 2 k i  

tiwctli SM cook A f f  food but Eko SM wash Aff  dishes 

"Kwedi is cooking food but Eko is washing dishes" 



b) Uiilii a b6inii ndi wiiiiii  Eyum a tfiinbw6dk2 ndi 

I3ulri S M  play A f f  but Eyouni SM sing Aff 

" I 3 u l u  is plnying but Eyoiini is singing" 

We iivtice iiotn these examples that the present tense also allows the 

nFlirniative niai-keI to be .!naked twice, and the serializatioii niorplierne t i  does 

IiOl ii~l1":~l. 

I n  this section, we described the distributioii of wdird. We showed its 

iinp~ssibility to conioiii noun phrases. We pointed out peculiar characteristics 

specific to ivriirt i .  We arc iiow goiiig to look at  another co-ordinator wliicli is 3 

atid discuss its cliarackxistics. 

3. I .3.3 cu-ordination 

V i i s  nio1~11icinc is equivalent to tlie Ciiglisli "or". 3 is mostly used to 

conjoin iiitcri optive p111 ases or clauses. I t  can combine coininoii nouns as well 

:is p i o p  I I ~ I I I I S  111 conjoining clauses, 3 piesents soine coilstinitits at wliicli we 

will thiow ;I look in !tic fhllowiiig scctiori 

'1 

3.1.3.1. Norin plrrnsc en-nrdiiintiori 

5 cau be used to conjoin coininoii iiouiis as shown in the examples below. 

(19) a) Nydk i  a rtjggi ndi dibgwu 3 arkh? 

Nyaha SM take+ PI AK hoe or kriife 

"Did Nynka take a hoe or a knife"? 
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"Did Eyo go yesterday or today? " 

3 cati also coii.join ptoper tioittis aiid ptotiouiis. Soinc examples are giveti 

below. 

(20) a) Nhbh 5 t-k3 a ps i  ndi ? 

Nabs o r  Eko SM coine+P1 Aff 

"Did Naba or Eko cotne?" 

I)) M5 5 tnb5 <i 18 ndi 6 tnaketi? 

I lim or tile SMj-TM go Aff lo market 

"Will lie or i go to the market?" 

c) Kwktl i  56vR a yatiibi tidi id%? 

tiwecti or you SM look+PI Aff food 

"Uid tiwcdi or you cook the food?" 

3.1.3.2. co-nrdinntiott offnorcns uscd as u&s&'ws 
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(21) a) VS iidi nib6 b6kbtidh b6ibdi 5 vt5vi5 

Give ATf iiic sliocs I-cd or black 

"ciivc iiic I-cci o r  black sliocs" 

b) 0 y h i  iidi iribtrib in3 oydvi 3 bbwiirdi? 

You see-I PI hff iiiati otie tall or thin 

3 is iiiostly risetl i t i  iiitetroogative clauses and implies n question, as the 
t 

cu;itiiplc~ I)clow illusttatc. 

( 2 2 )  a) Ebft1y6 a p5i ttdi 5 a I5i tidi ? 

I<bciiyc SM coiiie+l'l Aff or SM go+f'l Aff 

I 
"Did libciiye come or did lie go?" 

"i)itl l<hetiye woik or did lie sleep?" 

z 

i r  'fliis co-orditiator caii eo-ordinate clauses with same or different subjects 

as (238) atid (23b) respectively illustrate. 
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(23) a) Ebi-iiyC a njiiiij tidi 5 a n5ijgi ndi ? 

IJbciiyc SM woi-ki-1'1 A f f  or S M  sleep+l'I Aff  

"Did fJl)eiiye work or did lie sleep?" 

b) NyAltA ' ii51~gi iidi i rk s  5 6k3 a 1i51~yi ndi? 

Nyaka SM taltei-l', ATT knife or Eko SM take+P1 Aff 

"llitl Nynka take a knife or did Eko take a knife?" 

Iliilikc tlie o~lici- co-ordimtors, 3 does not allow aii n to appear before tlie 

snhscqueiit sril!jcct iiiatkers. .We- thiiik that the it inarks a relationship between 

tlic evciits that  aIc di te t l ,  and since 3 cxpi-esses a choice between two or more 

events. i t  inay be a re:isoii why ilie 17 i s  iiot rised iii 3 co-ordiiiatioii. 

Oiic iiiterestiiig cliai-xteristic of' :j co-ordination i s  that the co-ordinatoc 3 

wlicii used to coiijoiii clauses in the pi-esent, fiiture arid past tenses, allows tlie 

iiI7iriii:ilivc i i iwkcr lo nppcar on iill llic vetbs. A tcasoii for this iniglit be tlie 

nplienraiicc of tlie events of these clauses iii a sequence. 71ie examples in (24) 

illustrate this. 

" 

(24) a) I?bhyC B yiinbi tidl Mi 5 Eyb A y6wi tldi b66ki'l 
Eberiye SM cooki-PI Aff food or Eyo SM wash +PI Aff dishes 

"Did Ebetiye cook food or did Eyo wash dishes?" 



"Is liyo plityiiig oI is Eko siitgittg'?" 

c) Ey6 5 yatiibi ndi id& 5 6k3 ii yhwa ndi WEU? 

liyo SM t T M  cook Af f  Sood or Eko SMtT'M wash AfS dishes 

"Will Eyo cook lood or will Eko wash dislies?" 

Wc ohsci-ve froin tlie exaiiiples above that tlie events result Srotn the 

clioisc of otic o r  tlic otlicr, atid are not niarked by tlie idea of addition. 

' l l t is  part of the clinpter dealt with overt co-ordination. We described tlie 

various co-ordiiiatot-s wlticli Dhti33 uses to coit.joiii phrases atid clauses. We 

looked at  their distributioiis, tlieir peculiarities arid constiaiiits. We observed that 

tltcsc co-ortlinafoi-s sliated a cotntiioii cliaractcristic wltich was their ititeractiort 

with tense. In the next part, we will exatniiie tlie coiijr~itction of phases and 

clartscs wi tl iout overt co-ordirtating coti.juitctiotis. 

II 

3.2. C'nvcrt cn-orclinstion 

"covett co-ordination occurs when two or more phrases/clauses are 

juxtaposed without any explicit connecting word, but the sentence is intetpreted 

by the native speaker as possessing a cottjutiction in the underlying structure." 

Alex '  K. Dzanicsliic (1998/99). I n  this section we will discuss covert co- 

ot-ditiatioit of plirases atid clauses. We will also examine serial verb 

coiislrrictioits and lastly we wilt look, at the interface between co-ordination and 

cotiiprcssiott tulcs. 



5 3  

3.2.1. I'lii~asal co-ordination 

I Iiilikc overt co-ortliti:itioti, covcrl co-ordiiialioti o f  iioitii plirases docst not 

rccltiirc. co-oItlIir:ikxs. Noiiii plir-asc slriicliircs iii l3hiiM c;ui bc iiicrcly 

joxtaposcd as cau he seeti ii-om the exainples below. 

(25) :I) 

1)) 

tiwktli, EOetiy6 Fri I5i iidi o tnakkdti 

Kwccli. Elmiye SM goWI Aff to market 

"Kwecli aiid Ebetiye went to the inat-ket" 

"Eyo, I?ko and Bulu cooked soup" 

3.2.2. Clausal co-ordination 

Setileulial co-otdination itivolves the juxtapositioii of two or inore clauses 

cliai:~kiircd hy ~ l i c  picsciice of ati overt !etise iiiarker 011 the subsequctit veibs 

as the exaiiiples below illustiate. 

(26) ;I) 1;yo ;i Yiill1l)i idi idfi P k3 ;I yOwi rid1 b 2 k i  

Eyo SM cook+PI Aff food Eko SM wash+PI Aff dishes 

"Eyo cooked food, Eko washed dishes" 



"Nyakti cooked fufu, Eko cooked. soup" 

c) Ck5 h I5i ndi o ei, Eyo a l5i ndi 6 miketi 

Eko SM go-tPl Aff  to fann Eyo SM goWI Aff to market 

"Eko went to tlie farm, Eyo went to the inat-ket" 

We notice i t i  a11 the exatnples above that the past tense marker /I/ appears 

OII all the verbs :iltl~ongh this was not the case iii overt co-ordination, where it 

generally nppearetl only on. tlie first verb o f  a conjoined clause used in the past 

tense. 111 tlic untii;irked case, it appears tlie events o f  both clausal coniuncts are 

risuolly soiiicltow related (26 a), Iknvever as (26 b & 26 e) suggest, tliere appear 

to I)c i i o  rcc~rtitctncti~ tlint the evcnts of both conjuticts tilust be related. We tend 

to think that. tliougli tlicsc clartses are co-orditiated, the interpretation that results 

is t t i i i t  or two iritlc~~endctit clauses Iiwing a sequential reading of two events 

wliicli niiiy be unrcln~ctl and not a eo-ordinate leading. 

. 

3.2.3. Srrinl verb constructions 

" A serial vet b consttuction is one in wliicli two or inore verbs arc placed 

one al'ler tlie other witliout any intervening unit between them" Mukata and 

'1';ini:ittii (2000.227). 

Accottliilg to Mukata and 'lhtiianii (2000:227), tliere are four different 

cnkgorics of sciial verli constructions wliicli include: 

- the co-ordinate SVC 

- the iriodifyitig SVC 



- tllC \ l u r \ l ~ l s C  svc 
- l l lC  conllllex vel-ll SVC 

' l l tc  co-orditiate serial verb construction seems lo have been derived fiom 

;I co-ortliu:itc sctticncc iu wliicli two or tiiorc verbs arc joiiied togctlic~ by 

cott~juticiiotis. What uow appears as a s e d  verb constructioti is the result of 

~rniisfortiiatiori. notably the deletion of the con-junction (s). 

It is often rnic to find all four catcgories of SVC, in one language. BhiM 

cxliihik tlic co-oi.diiiaie SVC i n  which each verb has the same ineaiiing as it 

would l iave Itad iti a sitiiple sentence. Example of co-ordinate serial verb 

conti-uctions are giveu below. 

(27) a )  Nyhk:i 5 p3 tidi, ita .j5i, iia &?I, iia Iaa 

N y k i  SM come Aff  SM sit SM eat SM leave 

"Nyaka coiTics, sits, eats and leaves" 

b) Nyiik? h p3 t i d i ,  na jaa, i i i  &A, na laa 

Nynk:i SM c0iiiei1'~ /\IT SM sit S M  eat SM leave 

! 

"Nyaka came, sat, atc acid lelt" 

c) NyAki 5 p5 ndi, 3 jati ndi, 5 && ndi, 5 188 ndi 

N ~ a l r a  SMtTM C o t w  A r r S M 4 l M  sit N f  SM+TM cat AiT SM+TM leave AiT 

"Nyaka will come, will sit, will eat and will leave" 



Co-ortliriate SVC in UhnM exhibit a plienotnenori wliicli is also attested 

i n  m;iny 13:inht languages. All the vcilis coining aner the first verb i n  the past 

and prcsciit tensc Imt not i n  tlie futurc tensc lake an obligatoiy serialization 

I1 1ol-p I1 el 11 c . 

3.3. Co-ordination and compression rules 

Like some other languages ( c g .  Ewe), Uiit iM has certain syntactic 

tlcviccs by wliicli syntactic or vet-bal coniiiactncss is acliievetl. 'Tltese devices 

inclutlc con.iunction reduction, reciprocal forination and anapliot ic substitution. 

3.3.1. Conjunction - reduction rule 

'l'liis rule I~ccoittes operational on a co-ordinate construction that exhibits 

~iarallcl sti-r~ctr~res. Wlieti this rule applies, it deletes one of idelltical elenients in 

tlic ~~at-allcl stIuct~trc.s. iki- exaniple, i n  (28) the clauses Eyi, ir dk i  ridi "Eyo ate" 
'I. 

:tiid 6k-i ti d?i mli "Eko ate" a1.e parallel structures, thus i t  is permissible to 

tlclctc h c  sccontl occ~irrcncc of tltc itlcntical italicisccl clcnients. 

( 2 8 )  EyCi ir di:i r i d  wii 6k3 ir d6i ndi 

I'yo S M  cat A K  and Eko SM eat Aff 

"Eyo ale and Lko ate" 

'i'lic rulc I)ci.foniis a second opcration: the subject of (lie second clause 

along with ~lic co-orclinntor riir is niovcd to the position iiniriediately before tlie 

predicate. These tiiovetl eletnents ai-e coli-joined to the subject of the first clause 

to form a coiniiound sihject as evidenced by (29) below. 



"I<yo i l l i d  I:lW iltC" 

Observe illat the compound subject of such a resulting sentence is 

I&mitet~ iti t ~ i c  (iwiif or a protiouii fin' "tliey". I t  is this coiijunction '- reduction 

rulc .tlint ~c~vcriis  tlrc (iwiiatioti ol' co-ordiiiii(c scriiil verb coiistructioiis wc 

discussed io scctiuti 3.2.3. 

3.3.2. Aiiapliuric substitution rule 

~ l t i  135 1133. [lie atiaplioric substitution rule uses pronouns to represent a 

iioiiti 'or a lotiger plirase. The auaplioric pronoun used is always identical in 

iiutiibcr atitl class w i l l i  llie antecedent N P  as the example below shows. 
1 ;  

(30) a) tiwctli ?I y6ni tidi 6 k 3  iia bed6 kk5 
I<wctli SR/1 see 4- Pt Aff Eko atid call Eko 

"ti;wcdi saw Eko atid called Eko" 

b) KwCdi A y6ni iidi d k 3  n?I b6d6 IW 

Kwetli SM see + PI Aff Eko and call her 

"Kwedi saw Eko and called her" 



I 

t J 5 t i %  ;dso acliieves syntactic coiiipactiiess by iiieatis of' what is referred 

l o  ;IS :I w i p r w i l  loriiiation rule. 111 1321i33 this rule introduces the reciprocal 

suffix ci& "each oilier" into the truncated version of cer-tain conjoined structures 

as illustrnfctl below. Note that this suffix is joined to the verb base. 

"Kwctli 1-cspccts I3ulu and I3ulu respects Kwedi" 

Kwkdi nd Biilii 66 diliytii? tidi 

tiwedi and Uulu SM iespect+suff Af'f 

"Kwedi and Bulu respect each other" 

This cliapter iiivesligated the syntactic phenomenon of co-ordination in 

lEi1135 by exacniniiig vat-ious key aspects o f  the phenomenon, including its 

tingiiistic coding, types exhibited, governing principles or restrictions and the 

inlerfacc bclwecii co-ordination arid coinpression rules. The study showed that 

ordiiiaiy phrasal co-ordination is regulated by the principles of identical 

catcgories. 13cIiind tliis, Dh33 exhibits certain peculiar restrictions: while noun 

plirases can be overly conjoined, i t  is utigi-aninlatical to coiijoin verbs by means 

of' swiie co-ordiii;iting conjunctions. 11 is also shown in the study that B B n 3  has 

scuial vcrli constructions, a plienoiiicnoti known in several otlier Bantu 
languages. 

i 

P 



4.0. Iiitlotltiction 

'lliis cli:iptcr discusses tlie ititetnal structure o f  relative clauses wliicli 

cotistilrite a second lype o f  complex coristruction i n  B h 5 .  The discussiori 

focuses oii the extertial restrictive relative clause which is the most coininon 

type of rcI:itivc cliirisc ill the latigungc. We describe the various rclativizablc 

tiouii plirasc positions and the strategies em1hycd i t i  niai-king these relativi7~ble 

Iiositious. 'V ie  cliaptcr also looks at BhnM relativizers arid tlie changes tliat are 

brought iuto tlie sentences wlieti they are used. 
i 

4.1. l<clalivc claiises 
i 

'I'licre are iiiaiiy types of relative clauses attested it1 natural laiiguage. 

Tliese iuclrrde restrictive, non-restrictive aiid corelative relative clauses. The 

di f'lcrcnt rclative clariscs are presented bclow with illustratiotis fi-om English and 

[3a1111~;1ri1. 
) 

- I<estrictive 

The restrictive relative clause iiarrows down B refei-ewe to a specific 

eutity/objcct. 111 otlier words, the restrictive relative clause singles out a 

l>iIrtictil:ii olijcct lioiii a large group as illustrated below. 

b. 

I )  I picked tip tlie towel that was lying oii the floor. 



, 

111 th is  cxninplc, the speaker siiiplcs out a towel (the one 011 the floor) frotn 

tllc ullt\clsc oflowcls 

- Noli-rcstl-iclivc 

Tlic iioii-ics(rictivc clause is otic iti  wliich the restrictive clause (who are 

i i i t l i is t r io i is)  tlocs iiot ruiictioti to constrain !lie doinaiti of relativization. An 

cr;iiiiplc oI'tioti-i.cstrictivc clause is givcti 1)elow. 

2) tlic Jap;iticsc. who are industrious, tiow outcotiipete Europe 

- r0lel;llivc 

I n  addition to iesttictive atid tion-Iestrictive relative clauses, the 

traiislatioci or 1:tiglish relative clauses iiito many latiguages coininonly elicit a 

structrtic wliicli hceiiati (1985: 163) calls cot elatives. An exainple fioin Bainbara 

is ptcsciitctl bclow. 

h 

3) 

I:mi niiii k:i di ti ye, tiiiiso iiiiii be a rete a ye o fitru 

Clotli ('oicl is tiice to tile wotiian Cord past that sell lie past that marry 

"lie maiiiecl the woinaii that sells the cloth that 1 like" 

i 

I 

111 cotitinst to iiiteinal restrictive relatives, tlie restrictive clause here does 

not tiihc iiotiiitt;il iiiaikitigs such as dclcriniticrs, case markers, aiid adpositions 

and is ~lius best tliouglit of as a seiiteiice rather than ail NP. 

1\11 tliicc ~ypcs  ol'tlie relative clauses aie hardly ever attested i n  the same 

I;iiigiiagc. A few latiguages do employ two types: inostly the restrictive relative 

cl:iusc atid the coielative. Most Bantu languages like B i n 3  however employ 
just the iestrictive relative to which we now tuin in the sectioiis that follow. 
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4. I .  I .  Ilcslrirfivr relative clauscs 

l<csliictivc iclative clauses ale or two types: External and Inteiiial 

iel:iti\ cs Iklow is :iii example of extetnal relatives in Eiiglisli. 

' 4) Eveiy strtt~ctit wlio Maiy advised passed the exam 

Notice t l iet  the doiiiaiii noun2 "student" occurs outside the restrictive 

cl:irisc (Srcl). Siiclt restrictive clauscs are referred 1 0  iri (Keeiiau: 1985) as 

csiei-iinl o r  Iicatld relatives. Siiice tile Srel occiirs to the right or the domain 

noitii i n  this exaiiiplc, i t  is inore specifically i-efeel-red to as postnominal external 

relative. Cori-esl)oiiditigly, restrictive clauses in wliicli the doinaiii iiou~i is 

outside Or Srel anti the latter occurs to the left of tlie doiiiaiii noiiii will be called 

pi-e I i oii i i t i  :i I ex ten i :i I i-el at  i ves . Exain p I e (5 b) fiom Japanese M ccaw ley 

( 1972: 205) illustrates a pi-eminitial exterrial relative. 

5 )  a) Yainada- sail ga sa'ru o ka' t-te i - ru 

Yainada Mr subj inonkey do keep past be pres 

"MI- Y ainada keeps a inonkey" 

I)) Y:uii& - s;iii g;i kn'  I-tc i - Iu  sn'rtt 

Yaiiiada Mr subj keep past be pres monkey 

"The monkey wliicli Mr Yainada keeps" 

__ 
Wc sliiill rrkr to thc coni i i io i~ t i o w  in n rclntiw clnusc which cxlmsses thc domain of rclntivimtinn ns tho 

dotii:iin iioiui iind tlic rrstrictivc clnrisc as Srcl (sincc i t  1 1 : ~  in gcnornl thc syntaclic prnpcrtics ora scntcncc). 



Ucat ly i n  (511) tlic doniain tioilti Str  'ru "iiiotikey" occurs outside atid io the 

right o f  Srel iw/t/m/(r-,w/t p r  ktr ' / / c  /I-//, 

htcrn:il rclativcs wlictlier p - o r  postnomind, contrast as a class with 

intcrnnl iclativcs i t i  wliiclt tlic doiriain noitti occitrs within Srel. Example (6) 

I~clow l i . o t i i  N:iv:iio ( 1  Ialc and I'latero) illiistt-;ites ;in internal relative. 

6) TI' eedaa' Iiastiin yalti' - ee alliosh 

last night inan spoke -rei sleep 

"'llic iiiiin wlio spokc last niglit is slccping" 

 clearly licrc Iwth d '  eerluci' ''last @it" and yuhi "spoke" belong to Srel 

ant1 ( l ie t lon ia in  t i o t t t i  / r m / i i / r  "niaii" ~CCIICS hctwcen thciii arid is thus properly 

ciiil~ctltlctl within Srcl. So tlic siib.jecl NI' of cr / / ro . sh  "slcep" is an internal relative 

c1311se. 
II 

In 13hti33, only external relatives are attested and relativizatiori here is 

iniiqncly postnoniin:il. 111 the sections that follow therefore, we examine the 

cli:iractcristics of cxtcrrial postnotriitial relatives in I3iiiiM. 

4. I .  I .  I .  Nclrtivizddc NI' positions 

Tlic qnestion of which position in a clause may function as Np,l has been 

n cetilral concern of tniicli recent work. We cannot attempt to summarize that 

cstciisivc litc.t:tttirc Iicic. 

Let us note that the question of which positions in a language can be 

ielativizcd is not independent of the relative clause forming strategy used. More 

positions cati be relativized if personal pronouns are presented in the Np,,i 

position than if  they are not. Ross (1967: 16 I )  for exatnple observed tliat NPs in 



single hiaiiclies of a coordinate stnicture caiitiot be relativized in English. Thus 

fiOlll (21) M ~ ~ < ~  lvc canllot rorm (714. 

7) a )  'l'hc boy aiid the girl len eatly 

ti)* V i e  gitl tliat tlic boy and lclt early 

Siiiiilatly, NPs within complex NPs  (ones headed by a noun) are 

iiiiiclativimldc i i i  Iliiglisli. Fioiii (8a) wc cat~iiot fomi (81)). 

8) a) I ktiow tlie inan who len the hat 011 tlie table 

'I he hat wliicli I know the iiiaii who len on the table h)* 

1 lowever, tlicse positions are not uiicominonly relativizable using pioiiouii 

ietaiiiiiig stialcgies Wius (9) below is a gtaiiiniatical traiislatioii of (Sb) above in 

Welsli Keeiian (1975: 407). 

9) 'I- liet y gwn y dyci a' i gadewodd ar y ford 

~lic lint I know tlic iiiaii that i t  leff on tlie table 

'"I lie hat Ilia( 1 kiiow tlie iiiati wlio left oii tlie table" 

Similarly, current work in generative grammar generally rejects 

icIa~ivii.ation i n  ciiihedclcd questions (wli-islands) as uiigrainiiiatical in English, 

:is iiitlica(ctl iii (10) bclow. Yet its traiislatioii into the protiouii retaining I icbrew 

ici ( 1  I ) is completely tiatmat. 

IO)* Vie criines that the police don't knoy ylio comniitted 



I I )  Iia- psliaiiii slic Iia - inislitma lo yodat iri i  bitsea otatn 

the ctiiiics that tlie police not know who committed them 

"'llic criiiies that the police don't know who colnlnitted them" 

I<clativimMc positions therefore differ as one moves f i . 0 1 ~ 1  one language 

to' tlie otlier. 111 ~ i i i i i i  'five positions in tile sentence can be relativized as 

iliiistr:ifcd hy tlic cxtiiiiplcs bclow. 

"llie woiiiati is wasliiiig clothes" 

b) ndit0 ti! a in$ yciwt! inbjti 

wolllall who SM TM wash clotlies 

"'Tlie woiiimi who is wasliing clotlies" 

13) Indirect object 

a)  llditi) a V E i  ndi Bulu pwktk 

wonlati SM give+l'l Aff Bulu potatoes 

"'l'lie woiiiaii gave potatoes to Bulu" 



"'I'lIC \v0r11:111 who IJrilu gavc polaloes lo" 

1.1) Direct object 

inbSti ya iidito i m i  y6wh-113 

cloll1cs which woiiiaii SM 'I'M wasli-I-Sriff 

"'llie clotlies that the woinaii is washing" 

"I saw the woman whose liusbatid is sick" 

Object of picposition 

a)  Nyhkd 6 b6yi iidi kiiba i ia arka 

Nyaka SM kilI+Pl Aff cliickcti with kriife 

"Nyaka killed the chicken with a ktiife" 

b) arka ya Nyhka 6 bbyi-n3 kuba 

ktiifc wlricli Nynka SM kill-WltSuff cliickeri 

" 'l'lie ktiif'e with wliicli Nyaka killed the chicken" 



i 

i 

I 

4.1.1.2. Mirrkiirg flrc position rr l i i t i i~ i~id 

I t  is :iii interesting qttestioti to coiisider how B h 3 3  inarks wliicli positiori 

i i i  SIcl is tlic Nli,,.~ oiic. Ikir cxaiiildc how does Bhn33 signal the tiieatiitig 

difliereiice bctwccti "tlie iiiaii who saw Bulu" where Nprcl is the subject of sois, 

ant1 "tlic iiiaii wlio 13rilii saw, where Nprcl is the direct object of saiv? 'l'liere 

a1;pcaI to be two ways of imwxtitig Npmi iii  Bhii33. It iiiay be a relative pronoun 

which appc;irs al lrr  tlic, rclativizccl iioiiii in  i t s  new position or notliing at all. We 

cotisitle.r tlicsc possil)ilitics i t i  turn. l i i  tlie discrissioti, we will use the iiotatioti 

N p I c ~  to refer to tlie positioti i u  tlie restrictive clause (Srel) which refers to the 

clemetits i i i  the tlomaiii of relativizatioii. For example i u  "tlie iiieti who I know", 

Nprcl is i i i  the direct object positioit of Srel. 

I<cl:itivc p i - ~ ~ i i ~ u i i s  arc I)roiiotiiinal cleirieiils occuring in Srel aiid are 

ilistiiict l ioni tlic ordiiiaty delitiite ~)crsoiial protiouiis wliicli occur in simple 

tlcc1:iwtivc s c ~ ~ t c ~ ~ c c s .  'l'licy are iioiiiitial i n  t1i:it tlicy iiiark tioinitial propei-ties 

siicli :is gctitlcr, tiiiiiilier ;ind case. Tiicy :ire proiioniiiial iti that they are tlrawii 

fi-Olll a snlall closed class. 

c, 

I n  O,?ti33 relative pronouns agree with tlie relativized noun in class as 

illustrated below. 

17) a) h t y h d i  1x5 Uulii bC. yhi- i i3  

plantains that Bulu SM see-tPt-t-Suff 

"llie plaiitairis that Bulu saw" 



"'llic nicii that l3uln knows" 

13$1133 relative protioutis also agree with the relativized noun in the 

It.;ilitre ti- I ~ i i ~ n i i t ~ ~ .  'l'lirts il"prcl i s  liriitiatt the relative pronouti is (6 or IV& and i f  
Np,,, i s  iion-Itiiniaii. the relative prottoun i s  jd as shown in the examples below. 

18) a) 

b) 

c) 

I l l h l l l i )  16 a t i t i  b6w6 jaie 

lllnll who SM TM feel ltungty 

"'111 c 11 I :II I w It0 feels h u t igly " 

tnvini, wa mi a ma ykinba-nj 

lnatl that iriy SM TM know+Sum 

"The nian that 1 know" 

tmbS ya mi 6 ma yemba-n3 

clog that my SM TM know Suff 

"'llie clog that I know" 



All IJiiiii3 ielntive proiiouiis, except /e  agiee in riuinber as evidenced by 

lllc c\nlll['les b C l O \ V  

I O )  a) 

1 

20) a) 

b) 

21) a) 

"'17ic \voin:iii who i s  wasliiiig clotltcs" 

hit0 trc 66 ins y6wf inb5ti 

woiiicii who SM TM wash clothes 

"'rlle wonieii who are washing clothes" 

"'I'llC wolllall Illat Uulu saw" 

bit0 ba Bulii 66 ma yknLn3 
WOlnell thal Bulu S M  TM see+PI+Suff 

"7'hc women that Bulu saw" 

"Thc fann that 1 know" 



! 

"'llic liiniis that I ktiow" 

I<clative ~~rottontis are c ~ t i i t ~ i ~ t t l y  related iri form to demoiistratives. 111 the 

Ci~t~tiiari example hclow tlte relative pIonouti i s  identical to the definite article, 

wliicli itsclI' still litrtctioits itidependently as a demonstrative pronoun, thougli 

~ i o ~ t i ~ a l l p  rcitirot-cctl by :in itidelxxkiit deictic as do "tliei-e". 

22) a) le11 Itabe den da gekauft 

I have that one(tliese) bought 

" I bought that one" 

1)) I k r  Matiti den Maricliebt 

tlic mail who Mary loves 

"Tlic tiiaii who Mary loves" 

I3ut as llic following example shows, it i s  riot the case in Bhn33. 

23) a) II{I yritiibi iidi 6 iii 

I buy-I 1'1 Aff one that 

" I  boriglit t h ~ t  one" 



! 
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I ) )  Illiillii \v;i mi i cn;i ~~~n1 lx1-113  

cli i l t l  tli:it iny S M  'I'M kiiow I SUIT 

"Tlie child that 1 know" 

We notice liom this example that the demonstrative pronoun ~i "that" 

docs ti01 h:ive tlic forin of the I-elative ~)Ionorui wil "that", although in the 

Gcrtii:iii cz:iiiiplc 11ic two ptoiioritis liavc the same foi-in. 

'l 'lic iisc oi' iittci~roga(ivc 1itoiioiiiis :IS tclativc 1~ro11ou11s i s  also well known 

liotn I~rcticli niitl l:tiglisli. Tlic exainplc below is  illuskative. 

24) a)  A qui pal-les-tu? 

b) 

c) 

tl) 

La feintne a qui tu pat-les 

To w l i o i n  did Ali give the potato? 

'1 lie \ ~ o i n a t i  lo wlioiii Ali gave the potato 

"'1'0 wlioin did Bulu give the potato" 

b) llditi> wa BUlU i vci-113 p w m  

woiiiati that Bulu S M  giveFPI Suff potato 

c 

''.I lie woinaii 10 wl~otn h l i t  gave the potato" 



Uiilikc soi i ie languages (e.g. ni:iyan) l3$nM relative pronouns are not 

fi)Inicd li-otri ~l ic coinbination 01' tlciiionstrativc :nid intcrrog:itivc pIo~ionns as 

c;111 [IC SCCll konl llrc csalllplcs bclow. 

"Wlio hit the wonian" 

n l l 7 5 l i  IC  n i  

ClOllI OtlC tl1:tt 

"'I hat cloth " . 

i i i i ) t  nil wh Uitlii t i  biykdk 

l n n n  tliat t 3 t h  SM Iiit-kSuff 

"7lie inan who Uiilu hit" 

We noticc I--oin 26 above that to form the relative pronoun io& "that" it1 

(26c). tlic langnage did not need to combine llie interrogative pronoun njd ni 

"w1io" : i n d  tlic tlciiioiistI.:itive immoun i d  "tlial" i i i  (26b). 

In this section we consider relative clauses in  wliicli there i s  no element in 

Srcl wliicli cspicsses N l ~ , ~ l .  Some exaiiiples are given below. 



iiiO.5 C tl;ik;i tidi 

dog S M  sick A l l  

"'l'lic dog is sick" 

"Tlic dog wliicli is sick" 

iiiOiii0 & y6tiibi 0 tawuli a d i k i i  ndi 

iiiaii SM dance+-P, 011 (able SM sick+P3 A f f  

"The iiiaii who danced oil the table was sick" 

Wlicii iio cleiiicnt iii Siel expresses Nprcl as in the examples above, i t  is 

said that NpfCl Iins been gapped and soiiie times siicli restrictive clauses are 

ic lc i ic t l  lo ;IS Ixitig I'oiiiied by gapping. lii L3rin3, Nprel is most likely to be 

gapped il' i t  is llie sul).ject of Srel. We have found no other examples of Np,,l 

fOll1led by ga[JfJillg. 

4. I .  1.3. Vwiorrs rehtivizcrs 

13iiii35 Iias :I closed set of (lirce relativizers wliicli are 16, ivd aiid yd. We 

will tlcsciibc c;icli i i i  iiirii,  
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4. I .  1.3.1. tc' 

i 

I 111s ielative pioiioriti is the equivalent of the Etiglisli relative pronoun 

"wlio" I t  is oiily risctl lo tefcr to Iiuinaii beings. An exainple is giveti below. 

29) Invmo 16 a Il ia dkk6 

I1 l a  II wlio SM I 'M  sick 

"'l'lic iiinii who is sick" 

/t is oiily iisctl to ielntivize a subject NP. Wlieii (6 is used in thc present 

progrcssivc tcrisc, i t  provokes a cliatige in tlic filial vowel of the verb as 

evidenced by (30) veiwis ( 3  I ) .  

30) :I) 

b) 

3 1) a) 

I id i lO  :i y6wh ntli  inb5ti 

Wo1ll:lll SM wash A K  clothes 

"'l'lic wo~ii;iii is washing clotlies" 

ii d i ti) t6 a nii  y6w6 inbjti 

\volli:lll who SM 'IM wash clothes 

"'llie woiriati wlio i s  washing clothes" 

tictiti, a yowi iidi inb5ti 
\vo111;111 SM wasli+PI Aff clotlies 

"'flie woiiiati waslied clotlies" 



111 the exaniples i i i  (b), we also notice that the affirmative marker rdi has 

d ~ s ~ i p ~ ~ c a r c ~ l .  Wc Iliiiik t l int  since the irlleraiices h v e  beeti lraiisforined into NPs 

:itid siticc nllirniation goes with action, the alTirtnative marker therefore has no 

placc i n  llic coiistinictioti. 

4. 1. I..t.2. ,I 'd 

,\*G i s  ii relative protionti which is iised io refer to aiiiinals arid things. It caii 

Irc to t i~ l i l y  t~insI:tlcd as "wliicli". Ail illitslriilioii o f  its tisc i s  givcii bclow. 

32) a) Nyhkh 2 t j t 2  ndi kkm5 P j  
Nyaka SM keep Aff monkey oiie 

"Nyakii keeps n inonkey" 

I ) )  I t~n15 Yh iiyikA C rnd 15th-I15 

inonkey which Nyaka SM TM keep+SnK 

"'llte monkey wliicli Nyaka keeps" 

33)  a) na v6i iidi kalati OVA 

1 give+PI AK book you 

" I  give yori a book" 



s- 
h)  I d B t i  yd iiii 6 V f i - I 1 5  V i i  

look which iiiy SM givct 1'1 Suff you 

"'I  lie Iiook Ilia1 1 gave you" 

y:iiii t1i;it iiiy SM Iiuy-l PI Sum yesterday 

"Tl ie yaiii wliicli I bought yesterday" 

0) Illb5li y$ infi yijdni- 113 6 inkfib5 i iidi uyia  

clothes wliicli his ciitei-+PI-1-Snff to water SM Aff dry 

"'l'lic clotlics with wliicli lic eiitcrctl tlic waicr arc tli-yitig" 

c) iiii cf6i iidi pwt?tt? y& Nyhkd 6 vki-ti3 Bulu 
1 ea1 f PI A f f  potalo wliicli Nyake SM give+Pl+Suff Bulu 

" I  atc the potato wliicli Nyaka gave to Rulu" 

WC iiolicc fi-oiii (a & b) tliat iiistead or liaviiig the subject persoeal 

pi-oiiouiis nil aiitl ri oi- the object of verb personal pronoun rtrbo' and r w '  afler tlie 

rc1:itivc I i t o i i o u i i  jtr, 13riii53 ratlier iises tlie possessive pcrsoiial proiiouiis rui and 

nu; wliicli are respectively trrtnslated as "iiiy" atid "his" or "lier". 



As said earlier (sectioti 4.1.1 2. I )  y? agrees with the relativized noun 

plirasc i t i  tiunilicr. 

Aiiotlier iiitercstiiig observation is the abseiice of the affirmative inai-ker 

altr i  tlic vctb or' tlic rcl:itivc clausc atitl as we said earlicr i t  might be due to the 

ti[)iiiiti~ili~,~itioti or' tlic iclativc clause. 

4. I .  1.3.3. Il'd 

ll'ii i s  sometitiies tianslated as "who" altliougli i t  i s  mostly used as the 

coiiil)lciiiciiiirct "M" as c;iii bc sccii liotii 35 hclow. 

3 5 )  a) morni, wit Bulu a ina yemba-n5 

111:111 wlio t3ulu SM 'IM know+Suff 

"Tlic tiinti who Bulu ktiows" 

b) 118 yktnba ridi tidlto wi Uulu a vS-ti3 pw2 tk * 

1 know A K  woniiiti that Bulu SM give W I  Suff potato 

" I  kiiow the woman h a t  Bii111 gave potatoes to" 

This ielative pronoun is used to refer o~ily to huinati beings and differs 

fiom 16 in the seiise that it cannot be used to relativize a subject tiouti phrase as 

/e aloiic does. Atid as  we said in  sectioti 4.1.1.2. i t t i  agrees i i i  number with the 

tioiiii i t  i s  atitecctleiit to. 

" lha t"  iti sotlie cases is marked by the tnotplietne nd, this is after the 

~ ~ i h s  "to tliiiik" atitl "to say". 36 below is illustrative. 



"Yorr ~ l i i n k  h a t  l31ilit loves M:tina?" 

"'l'ltc \voniat i  that yori tliink t l ial  I 3 d r i  lovcs" 

you s q  A K  tliat yori sick A f f  

"You eie saying tlial yoit ate sick" 

LI 

Wi wlieti used befote a personal pronoun takes a possessive personal 

~~iot iout i  instead o f  the subject pronoun as shown below. 

"'I lie gitl that hc knows" 



"'l'ltc chi ld hi I lovc" 

The relative proitouris yci and i v i r  share a coiiiiiioti peculiarity. Like yci, 

ivlicii irti is risctl to t.el:ttivizc :I sciitcticc, i t  :tllows a sribordiiiation suffix to be 

attaclictl to the vcrl) as evitleiiccd by tlic rollowing exaiiiplcs. 

"tlic iiinii is sick" 

" I  saw the woiiiaii whose Iiusbaiitl is sick" 

11s y&lnb$ tldi Ilditi, p3 
1 kitow A ff wo triaii one 

"I know a wotiiaii" 

llle woman that I know" 11, 



. l l i i s  cli:ipter li)ciisctl on the external restrictive relative clause iii I3Bii33. 

'l'lic tliscrissiaii est:il)lislictl live relativiznblc iioiiii plirase p o s i t i o n s  and we 

sliowetl tlint tliesc positioiis could be iiiarketl either by a relative pioiiouri or by a 

gap. Tlic study sliowctl Illat 13Bn33 has tlirec relative proiiouns, and for each of 

tlicsc rcl : i t iv ixm ivc tlisciisscd tlic tlii'lcrciil cliaiigcs hroiiglil iiilo the sentcrice. 

Mi& iiest cliaplcr will tlcscribe aiiotlier type of coinpiex coiistructioii called the 

:ttlverbinl suhordiri:ite clause. 



5.0. Iiitlotlnctioii 

It  appeats that all languages liave a set of two-clause constructions in 

wliicli oiic is said to motliry the other iii a way siiiiilar to the way in which an 

atlvctl) iiiotlilics ii prolwsitioii. Just as with advctbs wliicli aIc single words or 

plirases, adverhinl clauses can be laheled acid categorized with i-espect'to the 

sciiiaiitic role tliey play. 

'l'lic ptesciit c1i:iptcr rocuses oii tlie dcscriptioii of  atlvcrbial clauses iti 

B h i i 5 : i .  111 tlie first sectioii of the cliaptet, we characterize the iiotioii of 

atlvci-bi:il cliiriscs. Scctioii two cxaiiiiiics the :iclvcrbi:il subortliiiatc clausc typcs 

wliicli I.lhii3.r, miiiiifests. 
n 

5.1. C:lisractctizatioii o f  adverbial clauses 

Wc c:iii tlistiiiguisli three ty lm o f  subordinate clauses: those which 

fuiictioii as i i o im plirases called coiiipleiiieiits, those which Fulictiori as iiiodifiers 

of iioiiiis c:illctl iclativc claiiscs, aiict tliose which rutiction as iiiodifiers o f  verb 

~~lirascs or eiitite propositioiis called adverbial clauses. 

Aii adverbial srrborditiate clause i s  oiie wliich modifies a phrase or a 

sentence. Before we iiiove on to describe adverbial clauses in Bii i ih,  let us first 

give &iici-al cliatacteristics of adverbial clauses. 



S. 

:: I 

Iarltiiig suborclinafe ( arises 

:II-C typic:illy Ii)riiitI anioiig Iaiigringcs o f  tlic world for tiiatkitig subordinate 

cI:iriscs. a11 of which arc I'oiiiiti with :itlverbi;il claiises. Tliey are: 

a)  Sulwdiiratirig iiwr-pliciiies 

b) Special verb forms 

c )  \l~ortl ortlcr 

5.1. I.2. S)eciaI verh forins 

A special V e l h  form is one wliicli is not used iii independent assertions. In 

l : i r i p a ~ e s  with subject-verb agreement, the special verb form may be a 11011- 

I i i i i lc Ii)i-tii which I;icks oiic o r  iiiorc ;igrcctiictil catcgorics. 111 I..,atiti lot cxalilplc, 

i i i  iiidel)etitletit assertioiis, the verb must agree with its sub-ject in person and 

ntinibcr as the exaniple below illustrates. 



2) l h  sctib-it epistol-:ts 

Ic:idci(Noiii 1 S g )  write-pies 3sg IeIlcI-Acc-1'1 

" 'I Iic leader writes lcltcis." 

I h i t  iri :lit aclverbial sitbordiiiate clause, tlie verb may take an ending 

wliicli sigrids tiotliing a l m t  the pcrsoci or the iiuiiiber or the subject as cat1 be 

seeit fiotii (lie cxaiiiple below. 

3)  Ter-it Iclllp-us srib-endo epistol-as 

spclltl-plcs 3sg tiiiic-Acc sg write-geruiitl letter-Acc-PI 

I' I le spends time writing letters." 

111 a Iwgriage witlioul agreemerit, a special subordinate verb form inay 

slill Ijc idciitifialilc. 

S. I .  1.3. Word order 

Some laitgrlages have a special word order for subordinate clauses. 

(iernim is a well-kiiown example, where [lie finite verb (here, kahe) appears at 

the eiitl ofthe siibordiiiate clause. Compare the exatiiples below. 

4) Wir woliri-ten aiir derii Lsnde, wie iclt dir scltoti gesagt habe 

we live past OH Arl(Dat) land as I you already told have 

" We livccl in tlic coutitiy, :is I :ilr.cacly told you" 



5) lcl i Iiabc tlir sclioti gesagl 

I have you alre:icly told 

' I  i linve already told you" 

111 sciilciicc(4) the fiiiik verb / U I / J C  " Ii:ivc" iii (Iic Il'icr " as" clause 

:ippc:tts :II tlrc ciitl, wIiiIc iii !lie iiidepciidciit sitiiple sciiteiicc (5), i t  appears in its 

stantlaId sccoiitl posi!iwi. 

A cli;ir.nclcristic or adverbial subordinate clauses in some languages is 

Ilicir Iwsiitioii. I;oI cxanilile in Tiirkisli aid iiiaiiy other laiigrrages, adverbial 

clauses iiirist precede the main clause. I-lere is an exaiiiple fi-om Mandarin. 

6 )  Suiiaii wo xihuati la, keshi ta hi- xiliuaii wo 

al~lioiigii I like l ie h i 1  l ie Neg like 1 

" Allhorigli I like hiin, lie does riot like me'' 

111. iiiaiiy lattgriages, however, the position of the adverbial clause is 

tlckriiiiiictl by ils role i n  liiikirig ~ltc iitiiiti clause wliicli i t  modifies to the 

prcccc'liiig tliscnrtrse. T-liese, froin a broad perspective, are the geiieral 

cliai-aclci-istics o f  adverbial clauses that oiie expects to fitid across languages. In 

the next section we exatriiiie the types of adverbial clauses Illat t3iti.io iriatiifests 

arid tlieii- atleiidant cliaracteristics. 
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5.2. Atlverbi:il subordinate clarisca 

5.2. I .  'l'itite claiises 

5.2. I .  I .  limpord scqrrci.rrcc clrrrrscs 

7'he Iiiorplietne sigriallirtg "successioii", or tetnporal sequence 

rclatiotisliips bctwcccn claitscs, are typically either iiidepeiident iiiorpheines like 

tlic higlisli wlieti, I)cli)rc, aner, etc. or  vet-bal affixes. In Bhi ih  tlie first strategy 

is  coiiiiiioii :is c:in I>c sccti fioiii tlic ex:tiiiples lielow. 

7) a)  ;i I 7 3  iidi tnbh i, viy3 
Iic c o t i i c ~ ~ ~ l  AII' I wlicn slccp 

" Ilc c m e  while 1 was slccpiiig" 

i 
'I Wlicti Iic coiiies, I will see Itiiii." 

We rioticc t1i:it iri the B h n h  time sequence clause the subordinate clause 

coiiies afier. tlie t i iai i i  clause. 

'* ncfbre" clnriscs are different fiotii " when" arid " aiter" clauses in that it 

i s  ;il\v:tys tlic c:ise tli:i( tlic evetit riaitied i t1 tlic " berore" clause lias riot happetled 



yet hy [t ic litiic of tlie cvcti~ riatiicd iti tlic tiiaiii clause. 'fl~tts tlicrc is a sctise in 

wliicli '' hcfot-e" clartscs are coiicc~~trially negative froin the point of view of  the 

cvciit iti tlic miti clnitsc. l,:itigriagcs tiiay tlcal with h i s  semantic fact i t1  differetit 

w i y s .  Soiiic laiigrtagcs liavc t i 0  eqrtivalciit for " bcli~t-c" claascs a1 all. 111 Bh133, 

~ l i c  " I)chrc" cliii~sc t i i i i s ~  ~ a k c  tlic iicgnlivc iiiarkcr as illristraied bclow. 

9,) i d6i l ld i  ab6 116 yfi I i d  

lie eat t p I All'  before lliat wet Ncg go 

" I le ate before we leW' 

5.2.2. ic1:lllllcl. clallses 

Wic iiiaiitici clause in Uhr13, is signaled by a subordinate clause marker as 

iii tlic lollowitig cuaiiiplcs. 

1 1 )  

a) y5 k i  ni' ,  5 t i &  b&ii3 

do as Iiim SM '1-M say+suff 

" 110 as lie says" 

17) w5 j 5  k i  v& 6 ji-ti5 srivh 
you t IM f Ntp lo he like you SM he-tsiiff  iiow 

"You will not be like you are now" 



I 
I 

" I I C  will be hack as his  letter says". 

LVC iiotice l i o i i i  above t l iat  the subordinating srillix wliiclt was attached to 

tlic vcdi iti tlic rc1:itive clause (cltapkr4) iiow appears oii the vetbs iii the inanner 

cI;iiiscs.'I'Itis coiilic-tiis wliat Saiidra 'I'liocitpsoii ( I  985: 184) says: " Ccrtaiii 

tiiatiiicI CIBLISCS in ii ritttiil)cr of languages inay also Iiave the fomi of the relative 

cl:lrlsc." 

\Vc also notice I io i i i  exaitiples iti ( 1  1 )  I ~ I S I  E%iiii5, uses only the inorpheine /to 

IO ti.:uiskitc two I?tiglish different iiiorplieiiies: " as" aiid " like". 

5.2.3. 1'uri)ose and reason clauses 

Many languages use the saiiie iiiorpliology for purpose atid reason clauses. 

'l'lic sciii;icitic cxpl;ui:itioii for tlic fact that one tnorpheine can serve these two 

furictioris is that bot11 prrr-pose arid reason clauses can be seefi as providing 

explaii:itions for the occrtretice of a given state or action. They differ i n  that 

ptiqiosc cl:iuscs cu~)rcsss a iiiotivatiiig event wliiclt iiiust be uiit-calized at [lie time 

of  tlic iiiaiii cvciit while I-casoii clauses cxprcss a iiiotivatitig event which iiiay be 

i~edizctl at the titrie of the main clause event. As the examples below ihsh-ate 

tliei-e ate two dilXet-eut morphemes in Bhn33 which express purpose and reason. 

P 



x i  

" Yesterday I got up early because I was going to school" 

" Ycstertlay I.got up early to go to school" 

Wc think that the tnorplictiie t i  wliicli lierc introduces h e  p~trposc clause 

i s  the combinatioii of the preposition 6 " to" arid the infinitive marker 1 but we 

do tlot Iiave :in explarintion of its stirlace high tone. There are certain cases 

wlicre this I I  i s  reinforced by atiother tnorpheine wliicli conies after the verb. 

I~xairt~ile ( 14) bclow i s  illustrative. 

rj 

.\. 14) a) inbtiii, 3 jai ndi 5 tijhiijii 6 yiiinb.3 d.i mil162 
i i iat i  SM tobe Aff SM work to buy car 

" 'l'hc tiinti was working iti order to buy a car." 



" Wc \vctit to tlic tiiarket to I~uy foods." 

AtiothcI rc:iso~i why we think that (lie I; is a coinbination of d atid j is !hat 

wlrcii (lie cl;insc i s  introduced by " so that" which does not appear before n veih 

i n  the itilitiitivc IYC iiow have oiily the 6 . Coiisider tlie followiiig examples. 

15) a) bkd6 1115 6 t iA  ii p5 id5 

c;ill l i i t i i  so that SM cotiie cat 

" ('all liitii  so that he can cotiie and eat." 

17) ;I M t l C  tldi Ill5 6 11 h 2 1x5 ivi: qibP 

he call Aff liiin so that SM come give bag 

" I IC called hitii to eoine atid give tlie bag." 

5.2.4. Cotitlitioiial clauses 

A hasic setriatitic diiitinctioti between types of condition:.._ whit.. is 

sigiialcd by most latigriages i s  the distinctioii between reality conditionals and 

ittireality cotiditioiials. Iceality conditiotials are those which I-efer to " real", 

picsciit. Ii;ihilrial o r  past situations. Exaiiiples fi-om Eiiglisli are: 

16) a) Present 

If it's raining out ihere, m y  car is getting wet. 



! 

I ) )  1 IaOiliial 

If you stcp oti the brake, the car slows down. 

c )  P:wf 

I r you were :it tlic party, then you know about Sue arid Fred. 

' 1 ' 1 1 ~  tctiti " iiiitcdity coiidition:ils" i s  usctl for cotitliticitials wliicli tefer to 

'5uiirca~" sitriatioiis. Tlicie are two types of unreal sitriatioiis: those in which we 

iinagiiie what niight he or what tniglit have beeti, aiid those iii which we predict 

wh:it will be. Tliese two types of riiii-eality ale lalded iniagitiative aiid 

I d i c t i v c  rcspcctively. 13eluw are exatiiplcs fioiii Etiglish. 

17) :I) Iiiiagiiiative( I )  

l r  I saw I>nvid, 1 would speak B h i S  with Iiiin.(what might be- 

Iiypotlictical) 

) Iiiiiigiii:ttivc(2) 
m 

I f  you had been at the coticeit, you would have seen Bulu.(what niight 

have I)cen-coiiiitet Ihctual) 

c) I'retlictive 

If he gets thejob we will ail celebrate. 

As can be seen froin these examples, among the itnagitiative conditioiials, 

a frit tlier tlistinctioti cati be made. Some itnaginalive refer to situations wliich 

tiiiglit li:ippeii, as in( I7a) above, while sotiie refer to situatiotis which did not 

h:ip~)eii o i  which coitld tiot Iiaypeii, as i n  ( 1  7b). 'fliose which can happen are 

callcd " hypothetical" , those which did not or could not happen are called 

"coun!ei factual" 



I)iiii.j? sigiinls coiiditioiials by iiicatis of srtbordiiiatitig triorpltetiies such as 

1 1  . !/g;  " il" aiq)c:iIs iii B$ii:)5 after the verb of tlie siiborditiate clause nncl is (1  . 1 1  

oiily t i s 4  fbI tlic Iiit.tlictive coticlitiorial. ( 18) below is itliistrative. 

18) n )  ptcdicttvc 

13 i l l i i  3 11% ijg6 v?li6ijgi. nB yhinbh i idi b6y3ndi 
' l 3 d u  Sbl conic if '  today I t'1M cook Aff' plaiitatiis 

" I I 111iIi1 coiiics today I will cook plaiitaiiis" 

1)) Iiypotlictical 

Uillil ii j 3 i  1x5 ~6Iii-ijgi. tih vhi iidi yhinbii bey3ndi 

13ulu S M  to 1x1 p2 collie today I Itnag Aff cook plantains 

" I f  Ilttlri came today , I would cook plaiitaiiis" 

We observe tliat the verb of the suborditiate clause iii (I8a) takes the past 

tense matket- i althoiigh tlie verb is in the present tense. Below is another 

esniiiplc. 

19) >I y h b i  ijgk 5 65 ndi 

110 coolilpl if SMI'I'M cnl Arf 

" If lie cooks, lie will eat" 

111 iiiiagitintivc coiiditiotials, i t  i s  vety cotiitiioii to fitid special inarkirig. 111 

Eiiglisli this inai ker is " would. BiiiiM uses vCii and\or kc% " then" . Consider 

the exniiiples below 



"Iflie were sick, he would call us" 

p5 vi.Iiftjg~? nii  hi iidi yhmbh b6y3idi 

I 3 r i l r t  StvI IO be t p 2  come totl:iy I ltiiag Af f  cook platitains 

. \ \  b) 13illil h y 1 t  

"If [hilit came today, 1 would cook pla~itains" 

" 11'1 were you, 1 would do it" 

. 
I:Ioni above we also tiotice that all the itnagitlalive conditiorials are 

iiiItodiiced by ~l i c  marker of the recent past jh;. I n  Bhn33, the imaginative 

iiinrker (Itnag) does not sliow up in noti-coiiditioiial imaginative sentences as 

cvidciiced by tlic example below. 

. \ \  21) llh Jal ibiyi  

I I O  he+-112 know 

" 1 lad 1 kiiowii" 

111 Ihh53 hypothetical arid counterfactual conditionals are not 
tlistiiigutslied That is E381133 makes iio inoiphological distirictioii between 
Iiypotlieticals and counterfacluals. Examplcs are giveti bclow. 



I' ir I wcie you I would rtoi lalit tliat way" 

hlaiiy Iniiguagcs have a iiioipliciiie to sigrial negative condition. In 

I:iiglisli i t  is " unlcss" : 

23) a)  Ilnlcss yoti gct  lier re by 6: 00, wc arc lcaviiig witliout you. 

0) We will go to Kribi unless i t  rains. 

L3hIl% does clot  Ii:ive a negative conditioii marker per say. It uses an expression 

l i l ic " i f  i t  tlocs IIOI" o r  " if i t  is not". k l o w  is a11 illustration. 

24) k% sriji  i: ini i  jii 6 viiyi 115 yfimbii y3 

tlicn piice S M  'I'M to be to down 1 tNeg buy it 

" Udcss i t  i s  cheap 1 will not bay i f"  



52 .5 .  t'orictssive clarrses 

" ('oiiccssivc" is ;I gciier:il (ci-iii for  ii cIii~ise wliicli makes a coiiccssioti, 

a p i i t s l  wliicli  lie piol>ositioti i n  the inaiti clause i s  contrasted. 'lliere are two 

~\,pcs of'coiiccssivc clauses, those wliicli iirc labeled " deliiiite" atid those labeled 

" iiidcfiiiitc". Coiiccssive clauses are siinply those marked by a concessive 

subordirintot like " al~liorrgli". Examples fi-om English iiiclude: 

2 5 )  a) 

1 1 )  

Altliorigh she hates working, she ageed to go to the fariri 

I:L'CII Ilioiiglt i f  is still cntly, \ye woiiltl I~eltei. (lo il. 

" Iridcliriite" concessive clauses. oil the other Iiatid, are those wliicli signal a 

tiieaiiiiig like " iio inaltei what" or " whatever" ; tliese coritaiii some unspecified 

clctiicii~. 11 pically mi iiidcliiiitc pioiioiiii or qriesliori wot (1. Exaiiiples iti lltrgltsli 

incliitle siicli scn~cticcs as the following. 

26) a) N o  iiiattcr what lie said, she still tefused to go out with him. 

b) CVlioevei lie is, 1 a l i i  iiot openiiig that door. 

Only  the tlcliiiite concessive is really expressed in BBn35. Below are 

soiiie esanililcs. 

27)  a) 11% dhkh I$  nii Iri  ndi 6 silkulu 

I sick h i g l i  I I-I'M go Afr lo scliool 

" I?veii tlioiigli I alii  sick I would go to school." 



1)) >I i% I ?  ;i p5yh yri lldi y5 

tic to be though SM coiiie we+  TM Aff it 

" Wlictlicr lie coiiies or tiot we will do it" 

'l'liis chapter exairiiiied Ban33 adverbial clauses. After the 

cli:irnc~cri7.ntion or  (lie notion of adverbial claitses, we studied the types of 

;tdverbi;il clariscs t l i a t  IXiii53 tiiattirests. 'l'lie tliscttssioti brought into light five 

adverbial subordiitxte clames wliicli included time clauses, iiiaiitier clauses 

wliicli appcard to share properties with relative clauses, purpose arid t-eason- 

clauses. coiiditiotial clauses, and concessive clauses. 

i 



Stepping fiotti the necessity to describe African Languages and to broaden 

tlie b:ise 011 wliicli tiiore comprehensive autl adequate theories of co-ordination 

:itid s~ihorditi:i~iott enti be built, we set out in  this study to desct-ibe complex 

cottstruclioiis i n  I Citikj. 
r- 

Considering the fact that speech is culture bound, we stat-ted by looking at 

the liiiguistic coiitinutiity. Uiider this we saw the geogrnpliical, Iiistorical and 

socio-cconoinic set-up of this speech cotntnuuity. The situation of the language, 

its linguislic classi fication wet-e also exatniued. 

, 

Titis I~:~ckgIo~nitl infortnalioti was followccl by a study o f  sonic aspccts of 

plionology, verb morphology and the simple sentence structure oftlie language. 

.i'liis revc:ilctl tliat there are seven vowels, twenty-two consonants aid two j* 

IOllCS. TIlC VCl l )  Illol-pllology pl-csclllctl a vcrb gt-oup Itlade up of tcu colnpollcnts: 

the pt-c-initi:il, the initial, the post-initial, the formative, the post-formative, the 

r;itlical ;itid it snl'lixcs, tlic pre-linal, tlte Iinal, the post-final and the allirtiiative 

niarker. Tlirce past tense markers arid live aspects were established. Fiirtliennore 

tlie study of tile nominal cotistructiou revealed that B&iM has a closed set of 

persorial prot~otiiis inclutling subject personal, object of preposition, object of 

verb, dciiionsl d v e ,  possessive and interrogative pronouns. The simple sentence 

structure sltowctl 11i;it thc tioil-ticgntivc sctitctice is ni:irkcd by tltc prescticc of the 

aflimiative tnarker rrdi while its negative couuterpart is marked by the absence 

of th is  n mrtiia[ive inat-ker arid by the presence of the negative marker. 

I:roni [tic study of overt awl covcrt co-ordination, we ~ a t m  out with three 
eo-ordinnling coniunctioris which are rid, i,vhrr4, and 3. We examined various 



kcy ;islrccts wliicli included i iori i i  plii.asc, ad-jectival plirase and clarisal co- 

ortliiiatioii. we looked at the goveriiiiig Iiriiiciples of co-ordination and tlie study 

s l i c~c t l  t11:it oi.diii:ii.y pliI:is;il co-oi-(liiiiitioii is regulated by the priiiciple of 

it1ciitic:il c:itcgoiy. ~llie iiiterface bctwccii eo-ordination arid coinpression rules 

pieseiitctl tlircc tlcvices by whicli syiitactic or  verbal coriipactiiess caii be 

:icliic\:ctl. tlicse iticlritled coti~riiictioii-rctliictiori rule, aiiaplioric substitutioii arid 

tcci1iroc:il Ibmiatioii I-ulcs. 

'llic study of I-clative clauses focused on tlie external relative clause. 'Tlie 

tliscrissicrii cslal~lislietl five re1ativizal)le iiotiii plirasc positions wliicli are the 

subject position, tlic direct object position, the iiidirect object position, tlie object 

of Iitcpositioii :uid tlic posscssor positioiis aiitl we sliowed tliat  tliesc positioiis 

coriltl I)c in;iIltctl cillicr by ii relative ~~Io i iot i i i  o r  by a gap. We c a m  out with a 

closcd sct of tIii.cc relative proiiouiis :uitl lbr cacli we presciikd a dct;iilcd 

descriptioii of i ts  iisc. 

1:Ioiii tlie stutly of  adverbial clauses, we gave a cliaracterizatioii of the 

iwtioii of adverbial clauses. We then exatniiied the types of advei-bial clauses 

iiiaiiifested by lXin33. We came out with five adverbial subordinate clauses 

wliicli iiiclutlctl time claiises, iiiaiiiier clauses, pi-pose and reason clauses, 

coiiccssive claiiscs ;iud coiiditioiial clauses. 

I iopefiilly. this work will contribute to the staiidardizatioii o f  the F38n3.i 

laiigu;ige giving i t  soiiie profound study in tlie coi~iplex coiisti-tiction. It will also 

add onto existing data to contribute to tlie forrnulatioii of adequate theories about 

eo-ortliiintiou : t i i d  siiborditiatioci. 

111 spite of its scientific nature, this work does not explore all tlie complex 

coiistructioiis. We did iiot exaiiiine the coinpleinetit subordiriate clause. There is 

still tiiucli to he tloiic as far as the cxplaiiatioii of soiiie plictioiiicria in coinplex 

coiistnictions is coiiceviied such as the appearance of the morplietne do' in some 

purpose su1)ordiii:iic cl:irises, tlie appearatice o f  the iiiocplieine I? before tlie 
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