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~ CHAPTERI |
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

I.1. Objectlve of the study |
| The need to have a written version of African languages in general and of
- Cameroonian languages in particular is of a para.mount importance. A good deal of studies
have been undertaken in this respect, ranging from phonology, morphology, syntax to entire
dictionarics. But in spite of the amount of work dose to this day, it remains.clear that much, |
and indeed still much, has to be dongf_ is in this light that we undertake yet another study on
a Cameroonian language: Noun morphology of Befang. This dissertation is a study of the
noun and other constitu;{s of the noun phrase. It will also take a closer look at the relational

pattern existing between the constituents of the nominal construction in terms of distribution

and agreement.

1.2. Motivation
The present study was mainly motivated by the desire to contribute to the process of

standardization of Befang. Our choice of this language was first of all mspired by our desire
to transform all African languages from their oral to written forms. Another factor which
motivated us was the development of the Befang language in a bid to contribute to the

literacy of the native spc_akch.

1.3. The location of Befang.

. This section will examine the geographlcal historical and soc:1o~econonuc sttuation of

Befang as well as the linguistic classification of the lattcr

1.3.1. Geographical location

" Befang is the name used for the language, the ethnic group and the-.ifillage. It is one of
the six lzinguaiges- that make up the Béba-Bcfang clan which is one of the two clans that make
“up the Menchum valley sub-division. This sub-division is located in the valley between Wu;ﬂ

and Bgfut sub-division of the North West province of the Republic of Cameroon.
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This clan has a population of about 135.000 inhabitants and lies between latitude 6°10°

and 6°31° North and longitude 9°10° and 10°21° East. [hims (1994:2) '

" The Beba-Befang élan is bounded to the North by Wum and Bu, to ihe east by the
' Bafut sub-division in Mezam and Momo division, to the South by the Esimbi clan. The mam
_ o.ccupatio\n of the Befang people is J’palm_ oil prod.uction. This explains why their neighbours
mentioned above call Menchum valley the “Mbanga area’; and the people are called “Mbanga
people”. The geographical situation of Befang is illustrated by the following maps.
Mzig_l_.shows the family and linguistic g:oups in .Cameroon.'
‘Map2 presents Befang as one of the national languages of Menchum.
Map3 shows the Befang 1anguage in the midst of .neighbc)urir'lg languages of the North Wéét

province.
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MAP 2; NATIONAL LANGUAGES OF THE MENCHUM DIVISION -
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MAP 3: BEFANG AND NEIGHBOURING LANGUAGES

The hat;:hed area indicates Befahg #mo’ngst neighbouring l'anguages.



1.3.2. Socio economic situation
The inhabitants of Befang are peopie from varions Imguistlc ongms who live
\-—-—--..../

e m—

| harmomously under the supreme figure of their “chief, The latter rules with the assistanice of

the traditional councxl a council of sub~chlefs and various secret societies such as the “mda

bakum” Saturday is the only market day for the week. _ o o .

As far as the economic life is concemed the people derive  their mainstray ﬁ"om

A=
agricultural actnv;tles, favoured by very fcmle alluvial so;ls Fotoh (1999) says'oil palm is the
main cash crop of the Befang people. 1t is so 1~mp0rtant to these people that it has become a

- ‘parameter for measuring wealth. Other activilies of the people include poultry, ‘hunting and

fishing.

~ 1.3.3. The language and linguistic classification.

1.3.3.1. The language
usa7bifan, as people refer to the Befang language, is the language spoken. by the
Befang people and Okomanjang with negligible differences, which, realized at the vocabulary

level impede mutual intelligibility between the two speakcrb Some of these d:ffercnces are

iilustrated below as prescnted in Abre (2003)

1 : _
§33fang o okomanjang ’ English.gloss
{-mboke U- baki J Pot’

i —gdmad - |i-ndm .| Plantain

a - kuf - 3 — kiv | Bone

4 - s3f3 o d-jan Comn
10 -wanp 0 - bakf Cup

4 - sdn " d ~ sdn Broom

kfvﬁ] - N tivin | | -+ | Palace

Thls table provides some vanatxons between the two dialects. Apart from shght el ‘((
- differences revealed by the table above it’s worth noting that the followmg villages: Obang,
Bangwe and Agwili Speak Bef‘ang without any noticeable differences. It therefore becomes

clear that all these v1llages speak the same vanety which is the Befang language



1.3.3.2. Linguistic classification |
- .In this Study we'_ will consider Greenberg’s classification and ALCAM (1983).
Accbréing to ALCAM, Befang falls under zone 8 of the Ianguages of Cameroon and is coded |

851. This zone covers all the languages spoken -North of the South West and West of the

North West.
The ongm of the language is traced by the Greenberg s g,enealoglcal classification,

from the phylum family, branch and even its group as tlustrated below.

~ African language

B l (phyium) 4

Nile = Afro | Niger bedofan’i#n Khoisan
'Cohgo-  Asiatic | l o (Suh—bhy!mﬁ) |
| | Niger =~ Congo K | '- | Kordofanian _
| - l (Family)
West | ‘_.Man-de voltaic ;Benue : Congo Kwa Adamawa
Atlantic | l | (sub-family)
Cross._ Bendi Baﬁtoi'd - .. Jilku.r'lloid
River - | . l | | '(ﬁranch)'
Mambiloid | Bantu
L . (Su-b-branch}
Jarawan 'Tvpid Ekoid Nyang G!_'assﬁeid.. -Bébﬁle Mbam cq‘uatorial _
| | l | _(Group) ‘
Western -Gras.sﬁeld -.Eastcm -Grassﬁt.:ld
l (su-.b-group)'-
Momo | Menchum “

l B { In‘n.guage)

Béfangﬂ



1.4. Rev:ew of hterature
The only descriptive work we have found on Befang 1s Abre (2003); He however

mentions some- unpublished documents on the !anguage written by some indigenes of the

region. . These include the following: lhims (1994) Menchum valley subdivision, an

introduction, Fotoh (1999), Songs, dirges and female secret sogieties in the Beba- Befang clan |

1.4.1. Sketch of phonology

This phonological sketch is entirely based on Abre (2002)

~

1.4.1.1. Phopemic account

'1.4.1.1.1. Vowel phonemes :
Fourteen phonological vowels are attested in the Befang ]ang,uagc Below is the

: representative table.

Table I: Vowels ;ihonemes

1.4.1.1.2. Consonnant phonemes

The phonemic analysis of consonant sounds in Befzing reveals that out of 45 phonemic

Position Front Central Back
' of lips -~ (unrounded) " (unrounded) {rounded)
Height Short - long Short Short Long
‘Of tongue L o Long :
high [1/ /i f | fulf /uf
Mid-high /el Jef | - - T (ol /o:/
Mid-low &/ ‘ kY, Y |
| Low \{/a/ {af
_ ~ VAR -
- | ( W\ L\ w i

consonants, 44 are phonemes and only two were realised as variantgor allophones of the same

phonemes. These 44 consonant phbnemes include 13 modified consonants, 4 affricates, 3 pre-

nasals, and 24 simple consonants w1th a phonemtic status. Table 2 below shows the consonant

phonemes attested in Befang.
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' 1.4.2. Syllabication
- Asitis .well known, every language has restrictions on the patterns it makes use of to '

organise segments into syllables. Five syllables types are attestad in Befang. They mclude

V-syllables, CV~syllables C- syllables N-syllables and CVC- syllables MOI’IOS}’HabJC

dlsyllablc and trisillabic structures are also attested in Befang.,

1.4.2.1. Monosyllabic structures | \
' There are many types of monosylldblc structure altested in Befang, These are CV, CV: \T}d-ﬂ _

and CVC B | | ' @}§ e
@) The CV structure . o \w /
| | M Mokl |

/WL\]/, n person"

Jz ] "tolisten™ | | /sa/ "toslice"
né 1 "ocall" . - /bd/ o "dog"
b) The CV: structure | | |
| /ma: /. " 1o swell” _ N /K*d:/ "ld breathe"
/ze: ] 7"tq_ split" : | _ : /k'olz /. "to harvest"
) The CVC structure P |
tsdk /" to laugh” o /nim /- "to bite"
_.‘/f'a’r] / ."bush" o S /tan / "strong"
Sl Med” .  J8F/ "o blow"
1.4.2.2 Disyllabic structure
.Disyllabic stl-uctures attested in Befang include ;.

a) The VCV structure |
s et JfsG s "mouths”
CHKS ! "ldder® : JGGS head
I bed AR fing: 1 ankle”

b) The CVC CV structure
' /nyamtsa / " anus"
c) The V.CVC structure

\ /ular]/ "bamboo” - /agdn / | "seed"
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fbdm "egg" ' /asan [ Mrive"
/c‘;ga"p / "hoe"
d) The C V.CV structure _ | N _
- /bfé/ Moask" . /dziwd /  “snake"

LA fdm 1 hear

/ddné/ "o cross" jz5fé / "to yawn"

e) The C V.CVC structure _
/kitdn /  "moon” /bénd5q / "horns"

/wiifdn /. “white man" | /bEtal /  "lice"

1.4.2.3. Triéy!la_bic'structure

| a) The CV.CV.CV structure
/kijebé / "wings" /bdnond /  intestines™
/fﬁtsa’mé / "pipe" | : Jkilésd ] “charcoal”
b) The V.CV.C_V s’truvc.t_ure | | |
- /ddibi / "doé_r" ' ' 7 - _ /r’gémé/ "plantain”

fimbsné/ "fence" | /dbdsi/ . dust™
¢) The CV.CV.CVC Structufe |
~ /bdkiliam / "'branches" o fkakuk"ét / "{oad.-”

2
-

d) The V.CV.CVC structure
/akénim/ “pig" - B /dkanysm /  “horse”

_ 1.4.3. Tones

Two séts of tones are identified in Befang. They are level tones and contour fones.

1.4.3.1. Level toneé :

There are two level tones in Befang :High and Low.

é‘)'Tﬁe high tone (H)
m® . water”
e "bamboo"
.{-dzémé | "ﬁ'_og". .

b) The Iqw tone { L)

tan - "strong"
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N
num - - "hot"

fana _ "close"

© 1.4.3.2. Contour tones
There are two contour tones i Befang. The risiﬁg tone and the falling tone.
~a) The risiﬁg tone (-L H) | | |
5 - "to lend"
b5 - "neople”
- b) The falling tome (H L)
dzd "¢limb™
dé '”esca'pé”' | |
Tone is contrastive in Befang, that is, there are (ones capable of changing the medning

in words. This can be illustrated in the feilowfng examples.

/

San "pread” o sqn "select"
4 ) N - -
Kem - tap"” - kam "gong"

L P , gong:
Nams "quench™ o nsme “put"

Ndm - "bite” num “hot"

1.4.3.3. Combination of tones |
Two or more tone sequences are folun'd in disyllébic or trisyllabic words in Befang we
find. ' - ' | |
‘a) Low low combination.
e.g 'némé,.-.v ";ﬁu"
b) High high combination
"bamboo"

’ .

eg l.'_Jiar]
c) Low high combination
e.g mawdil - '*palmtree'_’
d) High low combination
e.g matan Mir"
e) High low high combination

B . l-.r_,-r,,"_ T e "
e.g uléne  "boundary"
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f) High high high combination
| .-e_.g liiijnif "suffer”
 g)Low low high combination -
eg dd.ér]a' "chief"
h). Low high-Iow combination
- e.g iwlm Mfirewood”
i) Low high high combination
eg idzaws Msky"
k) Low low low combination
7 .é.g ighamsa "crab”
1) High low low combination
| e.g chxkdnyém | "horse"
I low-high low combination
e.g wufan “"whiteman"
1) high low-high high combination
| e.g. éw\égé{ "path"
1.5. Sigmt'cance of the study
| Cons:dermg the state of studies (linguistic research) on Befang, this work is a
contribution to the description of this language. After Abre’s (2002) innovation with the
phonology, some light is shed on the noun stt‘ueture on \#here the noun may occur in the

nominal group and how it relates to the other const:luents However, more aspects suH have

to be studied before talking of a grammatlcal account of Befang.

Besides the descrxptxon of Befang as a sample, this work also contributes to the

description of the nominal constructlon of* Bantu Ianguag,es, shedding more light on the

agreement system of these Iangua_ges_.

1.6. Méth.odology '

- 16 1. Source oflnformat!on

The language related mformauon used for this study was provxded by the native

speakers of Befang some of which are listed below.
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Table III . List of informants

NAMES — JACE __ |LEVEL OF | VILLAGE | PROFESSION
S : | STUDY 1 |
"ATANG, George . 30 AlLevel Bef_éng | Headmaster
Ketchem Rapheal 17 T FormV Befang " IStudent

M Trakis 37 | Class5 Befang [ Driver

MrJobn |33 Class3 Befang Farmer

- 1.6.2. Data collection and analytical proceduré. '_ |
We have used Greenberg's, Tervuren’s and Welmer’s questionnaire, pubii-shed in the

“university of Dakar in 1968. Words are collected in isolation first; then associated as

.
\

presénted below. J
Notin ( sing)

Noun {pl)

Noun + demonStrativg, qﬁan’tiﬁer, adjective and so on
l'nﬁni_ti.\ze verbs |

Simple sentences 2

3 80 0 0 8 ¢

Complex sentences
Some combinations are in both singular and piural— forms. Data are transcribed directly

or recorded to be t_ranscribéd later with the help of more experienced elders.

1,7:." Layout of chapters

The first chapter of this work is the genei'al introduction that includes, amongst others,

- the objectives of the study, the location of the language, its linguistic classification and the
review of liter'ature:. The second chapter is a study of no‘uh morphology. Startiné wfth the
noun class prefix, we continue with noun-form'ation processes- and end with the integration of
loan words into the language. Chapter three delves into the structure of the 'n.qminal'

* construction. It begins with the functions of the noun in Befang and later studies the various

pronouns in the language. Modified nominal constructions are handled in the fourth chap_ter.

An emphasis is laid here on adjectives and relatives clauses. The focus of the fifth chapter

will be on general conclusion. _ ‘5
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| CHAPTERII
- NOUN MORPHOLOGY

>

2.0. Introduction

This chapter focusses on the morphology of the noun in Befang. The first section will

examine the noun class system and the second will describe other noun formation processes

that niay be used to derive nouns.

2.1. The noun class system

" ‘Nkwah Peter (1986) quoting Haig Der- houssikan (19744) defines the noun class as a

‘term used to describe the Swahili {and Bantu) noun grouping on the basis of either similar

prefixes or the identity of concordial préﬁ‘xes they g O vern. The noun in Befang is made up of .

a prefix plus a stem, The prefix bears either a low or a high tonc. In the one hand, nouns -

~ sharing the same prefix are grouped together and referred to as a class as evidenced by the

figure below. ] —~
(1) _
" [PREFIX|STEM TGLOSS

T A YA T Bed

2 a | nd Ant -

3 a’ gap. Hoe

4 a kaf =~ |Bone

ERRE kdg Dish
6 Ja ban “Taw

On the other hand, a class may also be made up of nouns triggering the same agreement on

the possessive determiner, irrespective of their prefixes.

(D) ,
a) U-nb _ hmbﬁ " myant"
ants - my
b)0-kond dmba my grasshoppers "

gras‘shoppérs my

wx\
=



c) .béfmbék umbd " my hawks "
hawks  my
Since Befang morphological classes do not neccssanly correspond to semanuc

grouping, we have not adopted the Bantu semant:c criterion.  We therefore cons_lder

- agreement as the major criterion in the determination of classcs. Ngangoum (2002), quoting

Kadima(1969) stipulates that two classes are distinct if:” _ o (U&
a)’ o Thcy exhibit a difference in agreement '
| b) - Both their nominal prefixes and pairing systems are differcnt in case they share

common agreemcnt features.

Below is a presentation of the noun classes attésted in Befang.

2.1.1. Noun class 1 |

| ‘The majority of nouns in this class refer to animals.. Nouns of other sexﬁantic
groupings are aiso found in this class. Class onc nourns divide into two subgr_oﬁps depending
on their prefixes. | |
" Groupa

The prefix of this group is Q.

)
1- kdnysm " horse "
d-ns " ant "
G-t6 " head”
Group b

This subgroup is made up of nouns with a zero prefix (@), but shares a common

agreement patiern with-other nouns of class 1.

@
g - kftyé'__ | pcpper
g - kakd " snail"

Though (a) and (b) do not share the same prefix, they belong to the same class because
of the agreement they trigger on the possessive determiner as illustrated below.
(5)
2)d-nd ké " my ant "

ant  my
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a-td k& . "myhead"
head my '
b) @ — kitya ka - " my pepper "
pepper  my o
@ - kaké ik " my snéil "
snail .~ my | '

2.1.2. Noun class 2. |
This is the corresponding plura! class for class I and class 3(b) nouns. 1t is subdivided
“into aj, b) and c). - -
Group a
The prefix of this group is u
(6) |
G(~wé " H_ands "

7 Fd .
Uu-na "ants”

Group b o - .
O is the prefix f'ér this subgroup.
(7 |
0 -koné " _grasshoppers "
| &- byan " Cornfufus "
G-roup c
- The prefix for this subgroup is ba.
8) | |
bd - katdsé " spoon "
b3 - mbbk " hawks "

Aithoug,h the nouns in (a), (b) and (c) do not share the same prefix, they trigger the.
same agreement paltem on the posscsswc marker. '
9

¢ N i
a) u-wa umbd@ = "myhand "

~hands my



18

! P N a '
u-ne umbd " my ants "
ants  my '
) / 4o . . " : ' Cur
b) O —kone umbd my spoons

Graashdppers my
o —byén -. umbd " my cornfufus "

Comfufus my

c) b - két&sé' | umbd  "my spOor;é "
| spoons my | '
b3 - mbok ambd " my hawks "
hawk_é . my |

2.1.3. Noun class 3

This cass is subdivided into two subgroups the nouns of which dcmgnate some
domestic animals, some elements of the environment and mlsceileanous objects.
Gmup a ;

~ This class has a zero prefix.

(10
- _bi’ | " goat "
g-cém  "war"
B - fén " bush "
2 - nya’m ! night "

Afthough nouns in tins subgroup share the sameé prefix with those of class I(b), they do

not belong to the same class because they trigger a d:chrcnt agrccmcnt on 1he possesswe

marker.

(1)

Class 3(a) _

& —bi inzdy ™ my goat "
goat my

g - cém inzé‘q "my war "

war ' my
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g - bd inzdn " my dog "
dog ~  my '

Class 1(b)

g - kityd ik " rﬁy pepper "
hawk my ' _

g-kdko  ika " my snail "
snail -~ my -' o

.ﬁ —.kdtésé iké " myspoon™"
spoon my |

| Group b |

i'is the prefix for this group.

(12) _

C oy ’ .
i—mbok " hawk "
- hdér]- " chair "

i=ndon " potato " |
| Though (a) and (b) have different prefixes we place them in the same class because, as

~ illustrated in the following examples, they trigger the same agreement on the possessive

determiner.
(13 | |
I . . Fa
al @~b inzan " my goat "
Cgoat. . my
g - cém inzan - " my war "
war my ' |
o - dzd inzdn . "my elephant "
elephant -~ my
by {— mbok in_z—c;n " fgy hawk "
hawk my |
I —-ndan | inzdn " my chair "
chair my -
I / ©a 14 R
i—-gon inzan " my girl "

girl’ my
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2. 1 4 Noun class 4

This is the plural class for class 3(a) nouns whose prefix is i-

(14)
T " goat "
. s .. / " 1
| —cem - wars
/ £d . ™ - -
I - fan " bushes " o AU O
- . = o \l'l. .-"‘-KJ
/ 4 o Al . ' ) . e
I — nyem nights ™. : L e

2.1.5. Nou.n class 5

The nouns of this class de&gnate some wﬂd animals, fruits and miscelleanous objects.

The prefix of this class is fu-

(15)
! !
fu~gen = "star" -
. NN
’ R =
fu - bus "cat’ e .‘
Y { -
fl-nans " bird "
¢ X z
fu - C_!ZLim "iron " .

2.1.6. Noun class 6

The prefix of this class is m-, this is'--th_e corresponding plural for class 5 nouns.

Contrary to what might be thought at first sight, this prefix is not a homorganic nasal.

(16)

- gan " stars "
‘m - bds " cats "
m-nund . " birds "
m-dzdm. " irons "

©2.1.7. Noun class 7 |

' This class 18 subdwrdcd mto two sub;,roups and dc.sagnates parts of the body, some
plants and ammals _
Group a |
i- is the prefix of this subgroup.
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an

{ —t31) " .navel "
{—ghd | " termite "
f—-_ngq o " grass "

{ —.ng'm(f " plantain "

- Though this subclass shares a common prefix with class 3 nouns they do not belong to

the same class because of the agreement they mg,;:er on the possessive determiner. Let us

~ consider the followmg exemples:

- (18)
(@)-i-thn _n_z@l_ " my"navcl "
navel my | |
f—‘ghé nza o my termite "
termite | my .
Class 3(b) .
(b) {_mbdk = inzdny ¥ my havk”
hawk my : -
[~ ndan inz.df} : " my chair "
| chair my
Group b - )
This clas has a zero prefix (¢) and is.made up of a single noun.
g -dzini " joint '

Although (a) and (b) do not have the same preﬁ‘(' they belong td the same class

because they trigger the same agreement marker on the possesswc Let us consider the

followxng examples.

(ayi-t3n nzé " my navel "
navel my .
(b)dzini nzd " my joint "

~ Joint my
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-2.1.8. Noun Class 8

It is the cerresponding piurai class of some nouns in class 7 and 13. This class is

subdivided into. three sudgroups (a) (b) and (c)

Group a _ _
" ‘Woids in ths subgroup are prcf xed by ki-
(19) |
ki - kdm "'1‘1amcs "
ki - lys ~ “"bridges "
ki - yéb_e'- o "wings "
Group b
a- is the pfeﬁx of this subgroup.
ey
~kam " drumg’
- Qémd " plantains "
Groﬁp c |
The prefix of this subgroup which contains a single ndur’a is i-
| - dzinf  oints ™ * |

Despite the fact that the nouns of this subgfoup share the prefix i- with those of class

4, we do not place them in the same class becausc their agreement on the possessive is

_different as illusirated below.

@

Class8(c)

(- déif}i" ké  "my joinis "
joints me '
Class 4

i - bi nzg " my goats "
goats . my | |
f—cém_'-nzd " my war "
_ wars o my

~ The nouns in class 8(a), {(b) zmd (¢) though not sharmg the same prefix, trigger the same

agreement pattem on the possessive marker as illustrated beiow
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(22)
a)- ki - kdm ?ké " my names "
names . my |
-kf—_— lyd ikd | - "my bfédges "
brlidges niy |
b)—--é — kam- ika o " my drumg”
drums my | | '
“-d - gama ikd - " my plantaing”
~ plantains - my | |
C).!,“ dzigi ka S my joints "
joints .~ my

2.1.9, Nbun class 9

This class has a zero prefix (@) and designﬁtes nouns referring to foed, drinks and '

animals.
(23)
] 4 n t N

g — mawul oif ' 2
g - meyi " galt "
@ -mo7? - " water "
g—-nyém " animal "
@ -mdakys combeer

Though sharmg the same preﬂx with those of class 3(a), the nouns of thzs class belong
to a specific ciass because of the agrcement they trigger on the possessive. '

(24)

Class 9
g -mawdl ma " my oil "
oil - my
g-méyl md " my salt "
salt my '
Class 3(a
a . 7 : :
8~ bi inzar " my goat "

- goat my
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- I \ 7 " . "
g-cem INzary L my war

war my

2.1.10. Noun class 11
This class is subdivided into two subgroups and designates human beings, body parts
“and miscelleanous objects. | | '

Group a |
This subgroup has a zero prefix.

(25)
ﬂ _“yaln , ] baby N
g - kuku " jigger "
Group b
' The preﬁx of this subgroup, which has a single noun, is u-.
(26)
-1ana - " boundary "

Although (a} and (b) do not have the same preﬁx they belong to the same class because
tﬁey tngger the same agreement on the possessive.
27 ' 2 '
(a) o — yén o mb{;r] " my baby "
baby my
{b) lj_- 13nd  mbay " my Eoundary "
| boundary my | '

2.1.11. Nou‘n class 13
_ U- is the pref 1x of thxs class the nouns of Whlch designate parts of the body and

o~
mlscelleanous objects.
E-

(28)

- gtjs _ ! fire "
u —t’yé - "toilet "
d- tstf B méuth "
d-kik " mortar "

Though this class shares the same prefix thh nouns in classi1 (b), they are not part of

the She class because of the agreement they trigger on the possesmve markcr

e
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e
 Class 13 | Qi ot E 0 de
U—-kdk 0mbd " my mortar " ' \ri’é"b‘:ﬂ ¢
. mortar  my - |
Class 11 b
- land mban .~ " my boundary "
boundary my | 3
Qu\&o. |
Table IV: Noun classes and their concordial afﬁxes o 2
_CLASS | PREF POSS | CLASS | PREF POSS .
I [a a ika 17 ra i B nzd-
b % | b @ -
2 |a U ambd 8 |a ki ik
b 0 b a
c b3 _ ¢ i ‘
3 |a %) inzan 9 @ ma
b P
4 [ nza j11]a @ mban
b U
5 - fu ufd 13 U umbad
6 m ma |

2.1.12, .N0un-ciasses and gender.

- Contrary to indo-european languages where gender refers to a sex distinction such as

* male and female, gender in African languages means the singuiar and the plural forms of a

noun or of nouns grouped together. Two systems of gender are attested in Befang: single class

gender system and double class gender system. .

2.1.12. l Double class gender system
This. system normally has a smguiar class and a corrcspondmg plural class. Seven

double class genders are found in Bxfag 1/2, 312, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 13/8 and 11/8 Each gendcr is’

illustrated below.

Gender 172

- (30)

; o
d - kanyam

’
-na

O

" horse "

i

" ant

—

4 y !
- u-—kanyam

Fl ’
- u-—na

" horses "

3]

ants _



" kako
katdsé
4 - kdné
- d - byén
Gender 372

(31)
{ ~ mbdk

- ndcfr}'
{—ndép

[ - nddn

- Gender 3/4
(32)
@bl

" snail "

" spoon "

o grasshopper "

" cornfufu "

" hawk "

" chair "

" house "

" potato *

1 goat m

7] -'cém M war "
@-fag " bush"

@ - nyém " night

Cender 5/6
(33)

fé - gén

star

1

fi-bds " cat"

fd-nins " bied "

I . .
fo-dzdm "iron"

Gender 7/8
(34)

I -3
{—ghd

r / .
I—gan

o -._ dzini

Gender 11/8

- 33)

grass

" navel " -

" termite "

" joint "

@~ kdkG " jigger "

@ — kitak

" branch "

o
- m-bus

26

b3 ~ kdko

ba - katdse

4 - "
I—nyem " nights

b

m-gen "stars"
"cats "

4 . .
m-ndno " birds "

m= dzdm " irons "

£ I4

a—t3n " navels "
d - ghd " termite "
6 - In n
{0 -gan " grasses

{~-dzini " joints

b3 — kidk " jiggers

" snails "

' spoons "

o-koné " rasshoppers "
0 - byén £ corfufus "
bs - mbdk " hawks "
b3 - nddn " chairs "
ba - ndép - " houses "
bd - nddn . " potatocs’
1’-— bi " goats "
{-cém " wars "
f‘—~ fC_l’l] " bushes "

"

i

ba - kitak " branches "

T
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ﬁ - 13na " boundary " " ba - lana " boundaries "
Gender 13/8 | | |
(36)
G -kdk " mortar " ki - kdk " mortars " o
{0 -kdhi  “arrow " ki~ kdhi " aows "
4 - kwdn _"fail"' | ki — kwan " tails "
G —kwin{  "hill" k- kwin/ " hills "

2.1.12.2. Single class gender system

Some classes do fiot have plural and others .do_.not haﬁ: singular. They constitute what
is referred to as single class nouns. However, Befang has only singular class genders. Single
classs nouns are often found .i'n classes 1, 3, 7and 13 as illustrated below.

C-er_ldc‘r 1 | '
en

’ )
a—fif " witchcraft "

¥

: o4 o
g — kitya ' pepper
| Gender 3
@8

i =ndzim " wind "

Gender 7
(9

| - wim " ﬁreﬁ'ood "
I——Zu " honey " -~
Gender _9' | |
0)
@ -md " water"
@ - mawul " oil " |
Gender 13 .
(41)
G-gdl "skin”

u-ko " ladder"
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2.2, Noun formatlon processes in Befang

in the face of a new culture and new knowledge, 1angua;_,es resort to morphological
and gyntactlc processes to express new ideas and new concepts. In Befang nouns are formed
th;'ough three processes: Derivation, Compounding and Borrowing which are respectively

examined in 2.2.1, 2.2.2, and 2.2.3.

2.2.1. Derivation

Derivation is a process whereby a prefix, an infix or a suffix is éssi_gned to a stem to form_
a new, word. In Befang, the derivation of some nouns is achieved through the processes of
-. :preﬁxation and sufﬁxartit)n. The morpheme " | ™ both functions as the prefix and the suffix
* and is assigned to the infinitive form of the verb to form a noun as evidenced bélow. |

(42)

i)a) ba taf yéh _ " They hurt _'the baby "
they  hurt baby | '
bitafi ysn " The hurting of the baby "
\ hurting baby |
2) é) A;cang 18n fﬁnﬁgé 5 " Afang looks at the bird "
Atang  look  bird |
b flon  finins ” * The looking of the ‘bird "
looking  bird |
- When the suffix " i " is attached to a vowel final root, the tautosyllabic vowel

sequence which results produces the formation of a nasal " 1 " which is inserted to break the

vowel cluster as exemplified below.

43) .
.,_3) a)ba fi+ fumbdné | " They grow apple ".
~ they grow apple- | | '
‘b) ifigi fumbéné | " The growing of apple . -
_ nging apple _ B
4)a)Mary- ya - buk katdse " Mary broke the spoon ".
Mary ASP break Spoon -
by ibdki  katasé | " The breaking of the spoon .

breaking spoon -
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However, when the newly derived noun is followed by a vowel initial noun, the suffix —

deletes.
(44) |
S)a)d figsigdn " he helps the girl ™.
He help girl _ | |
b) ifjos- igan . The_he]pinglof the girl ".

| helping girl _
6) a) Mafy’ ‘Y(:’t bik dtsa " ‘M.ary broke the sﬁck "
Mary ASP break ~stick | o
b) ibdk- dtsd . o The breaking of the stick ",

brcakinrg stick

e A L1

2.2.2. Compounding G - et T

/

Compounding is a process whereby two or more words are combined to form a new-
e

word. According to Tamanjy (1995 it “involves bringing together lexical items that exisi
independentdy in the lexicon”. In Befang, compound words mostly have the structure Noun

+Noun, though some Verb + Noun and Adverbs + Noun compounds may also be found.

2.2.2.1. Noun+Noun compounds
Noun+Noun compounds in Befang are divided into attributive nouns and qualificative

nouns.

2.2.2.1.1. Attributive Nouns

We have termed this category of compounds attributive compounds because they

somehow express the belonging of one thing to the other. Most of Befang attributive nouns

literally mean * the husband of .;..” Or “ the wife of....”. They are éxclusively found in nouns
referring to animals. Undm  “the husba‘nd of . ..."; | | ‘

_ Oyf “ the wife ofl...”.

(45) | |

0 bf - a) dndm ~ b{ " he-goat "

‘husband goat
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b) Uyl - bi’ "she-goat”
wile goat
2) bu a) tndm — bu " he-dog "
: husband dog
b) Liyl;— by " she-dog "
wife dog |
. ros ) £ . .
3) akanum a) unum - akanum " he-pig "

husband  pig

b) tyi — dkanum - "she-pig "
-wife  pig
\ \ / 7’ 1 \ s "o n
4} uguwa  a) unum — uguwda lion

husband  lion
.t o "wopr "
b) uyt - uguwa lioness
wife  lion

"

5)fdbds  a) dnim — fdbds cat
husband cat
b) Gyl —fdbus ~ * " she—cat”

wile.  cat

2.2.2.1.2. Qualificative Nouns
Parts of the body constitute the majority of'qualificative nouns in Befang. In this case
the second noun is that which gives a particular qu.a!i-ty to the first noun. This process yields

what is referred to in the literature as associative construction. The following phrases illustrate

[ S T W

a .

these respectively. L

: _ .
(46) ' : . & éﬂ._fv:.‘( Lt
/ L . " : o .
1) ysn - awa finger " : L _
' ’ ’ : ; a ATy
: - ' . glc J .
child hand _ | . il Gk 6t e
£ or oy N ’ . -
2) igiyap — utsu - "lip” AL

meat  mouth
" 3Hbdm-ati " skull

calabash head



 4)itsig - dgwé - " elbow "

end  arm
- 5) kifdm ~ dtd " brain "
~ marrow head |
6'_) cfghé—_fkwf - Manus”

hole" buttock o
It is worth mentioning here that, in Befang, it is the first noun that 'triggers the

agreement with the possessive as illustrated in the following examples.

)a-igiydp inzdn " my meat "
~ meat my

~ r4 N ~ M '
b-utsi  umba " my moulh "

Cmouth - my

R A AR o 4 . .
c-iglysputsu inzan - " my lip"
iip my _
2)a-Unyd dGmbd " my stomach "

stomach - my

s ’ P ] "
b-awu  ika " my leg

leg. my

& £ £ . "
c- unyaawud umbad

sole my

2.2.2.2. Verb+Noun compounds

Orily. one Verb+Noun compound is attested in Béfang. The verb precédes and
modifies the noun. | o
@7 |
ilop - dyich _ " eyeb.row "

to shake eyes

2.2.2.3. Adverb+Noun compounds

A_dvcrb+Nonin compounds are very rare in Befang. As the majority of compounds
they refer to parts of the body. The adverb always precedes the head noun as Hlustrated -
below. | | | | o
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2) ftsén — dwu "Sole "

behind leg

In some cases the noun is separated from the adverb by an associative marker as -

illustrated in the following example.

“®) o

tyikwi-kd-dtd " Nape”
behind A.M head

 2.2.3. Borrowing

In order to expand the vocabulary of -B_efang, the native speaker adopts foreign
lexical itemns ﬁom other languages in a process known as borrowing. Mutaka and Tamanji
(1995) déf'me borrowing as “ an .ou!rz'ght adoption of foreign lexical items fram other:
1angudge§ the rb_rger language .is in contact with”. Many of these words are integrated into
gender 3/2 of Befang. Below are sorme examples of loan words from French and English in .
Befang. ‘ B o

' 2.2.3.1. Borrowing from French.

French loan words in Befang are very rare. This is due to the fact that the native

speaker is not very familiar with French. Only two’ are attested by the native. speakers L g
w8

Table V : Borrowing from French ﬁ\/\“_ - ‘ \L“"n?

GLOSS | FRENCH | Befang | | o
| Singular Plural

Ananas ananas | dnands | dnands

bon . i b3 | | mbdn

Contrary to other loan words, French ones are parts of class 1 and make their piural in class 2.

2.2.3.2.Borrowing from English.
BormwmgSﬁ'om English are more common in Befang since Enghsh is the second

language of the native speaker.



TableVI : Borrowing from English'

GLOSS ENGLISH TBefang
| Singular Plural

Trotsers trauzaz trosd’ _ bét'ro’sé
Bottle bt b5tals | b3b5tdis -
Zinc zink dzan Uzén.
Mango mango mdngold b3méngdld
Blade bleid fablé mblé

| Table teibl tabaii batdbalf
Coat kaut kot  bakdt
Towel taual tawul) Batawuls
Cassava kasava gcxscic bagdsGid

| Paw — paw Do: Po: 07907 b3 po?po?
Lock fok 16K baiok
Slipper sfips slépa b3siépa

I Sweater sweta sweéta baswetd
Motor ( car) ‘mauts mtd bamdtd-
Pear pia  # plyd bapiyd
Lime laim lamchi baldmchi
Plate pleit plét bspiet

Before being incorporated in the language', loan words. should match the structure of

the target language. This is achieved through a process known as loan adaptation.

=_2.2.3.3.. Loan adaptation

In order to conform to the phonetic and syllable structure of the receiving language,

loan words arc generally adapted, that is 'subjected.lo phonological and morphological

restructuring. In Befang this is achiév:ed, through three processes, namely Epenthesis,

Prothesis, and reinterpretation of strange segments. These processes are examined below.

2.2.3.3.1. Epenthes:s

Epcnthesns or cluster simplifi catlon 1s a process of i msert;ng, vowels to- break abnormal

consonant cluster commg from the donor language. This process IS attested in Befang in

certain loan words from English.
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ENGLISH [BEFANG "GLOSS

botl b3tal5 [Bottle

teibl tabalf Table

In the above words, " ‘in inserted in between the consonant cluster tl and in

¢
between b/ of the engllsh words to producc, the Befang ones.

'2.2.3.3.2. Prothesis

Pro_t_heéis is one of the restructuring processes undergone by loan words in Befang. It

. can be defined as the introduction of a new sound, a preflix or a vowel, at word-initial

position. This prefixation process is closely related to the class the loan word belongs to. In

Be’fang,' it is mostly observed in plural forms as evidenced below. N e ..)'“\(':/‘.”""ﬂ .

(50) | | W B ot
ENGLISH BEFANG PLURAL GLOSS :

kasava gdsald bagdséld Cassava

kaut kdt bakdt Coat

taual [ tawuld batdwulj Towel

ok O b313k Tock

pio | piyd bapiyd. Pear

pleit plet .bép.le’t- plate

Here b_é as the plural prefix of some class 2 nouns is the result of prothesis.

0 2.2.3.3.3. Re-interpretation of strange segments

~-According lo Mutaka and Tamanji (1995), this process is said to take place when

some sounds attested in the donor language are absent in the reucptor language. These strange

sounds will be approximated to the 1nd1geneous sound segmcnts with which they have the

_ highest dc;,ree of phonetic 51m11ar1ty Befang,, through phonetic appronmataon adopts sounds

that are cioscst to 1ts phonetic system. Let us consider the following words.



35

5 1') |

ENGLISH BEFANG GLOSS
trauzaz | trisa : . trousers
kaut _ két coat
Dleit T Ipidt T Piate
kasava gdsald - |cassava

{n the above words, “au” becomes “07, “au’ becomes “27, “el” becomes “e” and “¢”

‘becomes “g”.

2.3. Conclusion - | |

The nouns in Befang are classified acco'rding to either their prefix or on the ag_réement
on the possessive determiner. Eleven noun classes are ai_tésted in the language. Their
combination gives rise to twelve genders among which are seven double class 'geﬂders and
five single class genders thatra're singular. Noun formation in Béfang is achieved through
assigning " i " as both prefix and suffix to the i.nﬁnitivg:' fo_rr_h of the verb. In order to expand
the vocabulary, three processes age .implcmented: Derivation, Compounding and Borrowing.
The newly obtained words are integrated in the class system the role of which is capital in the”

in the following chapter where the simple nominal construction is studied.
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CHAPTER I
THE SIMPLE NOMINAL CONSTRUCTION g

3 0. Introductlon

This chapter focusses on the structure of the simple nommaI construction that is made

up of a noun only, a pronommal element only, or a noun assocaatcd to a determmer

3.1. The noun
The nominai group can be made up of a noun only. These nouns can function as

subjects or objects of verbs, as well as objects of prepbsitions.

'3.1.1. Single nouns functioning as subject
_ " Inthe followmg sentences bagon (gu‘ls) and ibif (dogs) function as subjects of- vcrbs
(1) |
) baghn nysmd banddn " The girls cook potatoes "
girls ~ cook potafo’es 2 o
b) fbti-' mé_ numa _mbd_s " Dogs have bitten cats "

dogs ASP bite cats

3.1.2. Single nouns functioning as objects of verb
‘. ) . A . L - . v
b1 (goats) and mo?(water) fiiction respectively as objects ot the verbs farm and naws
in the folloWing sentences. ' |

(2)

a)Jane md tdm ibi " Jane has killed the goats "
Jane = ASP kill goats |
b) bagiydp ndws mdy Antelopes drink water "

antelopes  drink water

3.1.3. Single nouns functioning as o'bjects of pr‘epositioné
bagan (giris) and Lfsu'mr(f‘arm) function reépcctivcly as objects of the prepositions

ni and k4.
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o
a) idzawa _Sébé nd bagdn " The snakes play with girls *

snakes .piay with  girls - | |
b) m & ki _GSL‘;m | R go to the farm "

| I go. o farm |
3.2. Pronouns - | . |

The pronoun is a word uscd in place of a noun ekpr-essioh Unlike nouns, pronouns Q

have no intrinsic descriptive content and are referred to as functors. Pcrsonal pronouns,  *® A

/-\__f\__
possesswe pronoutis and mtcrrogatwe pronouns are respectively examined in 3.2.1, 3.2.2 and N ,
{

3.2.3, while section 3.2.4 exa.mmes the demonstrative pronouns. _ NG \

'3.2.1. Personal prenouns
In Befang there is a dislinction amongst subject personal pronouns, focus personal
pronouns and reflexive personal pronouns. Below is a representative table. '

TableVIl: Personal prbnou.ns

SI}NGULAR ' - PLURAL
1" person |[2"person | 3™person lstpcfson ' Zﬂdpersén_ 3 person
Subject M d T L'J'. ba 'Mé'ﬂé bd
Verb  |mé dwé  Imé dmbish amdn  |bam
object | | I
Preposition {[me’ awé = |m3 | dmbish aman | bams
Object o | | | |
Focus mé  14wé 1mad dmbish  |[aman bama
pronoun 7 |
| iI'leﬂcxive dgulumba | Ugditmbyd | Ggdlima | Ggllikishe dg_di'fkéné dgdidbamsa .

orm . . : i

3 2 I.1. Sub}ect personal pronouns

There are six forms correspondmg to the three smgular persons and the three plural

persons.



3.2.1.1.1. First person singular -
The first person singular is .
(4 |
Cay nd: bé " Itake the knife "

I take knife _
bym € bwsnsd fyd " Iwillsleep there "

1 ASP sie_ep - there

3.2.1.1.2. Second person singular

) : . .o
The second person singular is @.

(3) |
a) a  kibi dbé " you have a .bcd "
you have bed
b) &  nd: katdse " you Lake aspoon."
| j'ou ~take 'spoon '
3.2.1.1.3. Third person singular
R ‘The third person singular is 4. :
©) ., , o .
a) u ma nézi mbdn " sheis my mother”

she be molhcf.my
b)u byd in'dép -
he build

" he builds a housc "

house

-3.2.1.1.4. First person plural
- bd is the first faersdn plural.
0
a) ba f{: dsbis " we grow maize " '
_v.vt_ajgrow. maize E | |
bybd kibl bd

- "we haveadog”
~we have dog ' o

PZERER :

1

[

—
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3.2.1.1.5. Second 'persdn plural

mand is the second person plural.
(3
~ \ / A A rd /s
‘al mang ma  nu: agap

" you have taken the hoe "
you ASP. take hoe

by mand mé fs ki Bdfdng " you will go to Befang”
you ~ ASP go 'to_ Befang

3.2.1.1.6. Third person plural -

The third person plural is b -
9

a)jbd nd 9 md " they are drinking water "
they drink ASP water
b}ba mé nyé kityd " they will cat pepper "
they ASP eat pepper |

These subject personal pronouns are summarised in the following table,

TableVII: Subject persomal pronoun

Person | Singular - pluaral
1 o o m | ba
2 a mang

3 d | =  bé

3.2.1.2. Object of verb p_ersonzla'l pronouns

3.2.1.2:1. First person singular .

_ - mé'is the first person singular objecf of verb personal pfonomls
' (10) ' . ‘ | :
ayd ghd: mé md " hegives me water "

~he give me water
b) Atang ia’q ‘mé ". Aiang sces me "

'Atahg see  me’
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3.2.1.2.2. Second person singular
~ The second person singular object of verb personal pronouns is awd.

(11) |

a) G tishé dwé kitdsé " he shows yd.uwthe spoo'n "
he show you spoon '

| b). ba ghé; dwd  Gfys " we give you yams "

“we give you  yams

3. 2.1. 2 3. Thlrd person smgular

ma is the third person singular objt.ct of verb personal pronouns

(12)
a)m tdf ._ ma [ hurt him "

[ hut him o
bymanad fyssd md  "vouhelp her"

you help - her

3.2.1.2.4. First person plural
The first pcrson plural ObjCCt of vcrb personal pronouns is Gmb/sh
(13) | ' ‘ |
a) G fydsé dmbish " he helps us "
he help us
b)ba ghd: cxmblsh cbyan - " they give us cornfufu "
_they give  us cornfufu

3.2.1.2.5. Second person plural
| - The second person plural object of verb personal pronouns is Gman.
a) m t6 amdn "I call you."
1 call you » |
b} Atang fyés§ néghi’ mbdn " Atzmg helps my mother "
Atang  help " mdther ‘my '
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' 3.2.1.2.6. Third person plural
bdm3 is the the third person plural object of verb persbnai p_rénouns. -
(s |
a) 4 ghc; ‘bamé dkd " you give them money "
_ | you rgive ‘ thém_ " money | '
b.) bd nydi bamd | " we see them "
he-}}- see  them \

The following table givé‘s-'éﬁmmar}?\ﬁbject of verbs personal pronouns in Befang.

TablelX : Object _of.vérb.perso-nal pronoun

Person © . Singular : | plur#i
1 mé | dmbish
2 | dwo ‘ aman
3 “ms ~_ bamd

3.2.1.3.- Object of Preposition personal pronouns.

The persoﬁal pronoun ﬁ‘linctioning as complement of a proposition is different from .
that of object or subject of verb m that it is separated from the verb by a preposition. The only
diﬂ"érencc between object of verb personal prénouﬁs and object ,61‘" preposition personal
proﬁouns- is that a low tone replaces a high tone in the latter except for the tI‘)ird person plural.

Let us consider the following sentences. -
(16))

i !. 4 LT . " . L . .
-ayu gha me mo " hegives me water © ——» object of verb personal pronoun

he give me water

b)U s3bd nd mé "he plays with me " — object of preposition personal pronoun.

he play with me
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3.2.1.3.1. First person singular
-dme is the first pcréon singular of object of preposition personal pronouns.
,_(”). S - . ._ o _ =
7a)_l§"_' Sebé erf me " he plays with me " N\,\i %‘C g@vv\: '
- he play with me _ '
b) ba ghf nu - me o they come with me "

o they come with me

3.2.1.3.2. Secon.d person singﬁlar
. awd is the second person s.ingular of objcct of preposition personal pron_duns. The |
initial vowel deletes when preceded by a vowél- final preposition as illust_rate.;i below. |
(1) 7 _ _
a)m | laps K4 wo " [talk to you "
I talk to you
byd  fé nd wo o yo-u go with you "
ydu 'go with. you | |
3.2.1.3.3. Third person singular
The third person singular of this category of personal pronouns is dma. This personal

pronoun stands for both feminine and ‘masculine gender as evidenced in the following

eXampIes.

19 ' : ) . - ‘-,\;,.bf“;\A P A ‘? :'\u./\-"
( )', . ' : ot T -
a) ba sdbs nu ma  "they play with him" ' WAL

tﬁey_ play with him
b) ba & nd md " we gowithhim™

we go withher

3.2;1.3.4. First person plural
" The first person plural of object of preposition pérsoﬁal pronouns is dmbish. The first

vowel of the personal pronoun deletes because the preposition ends with a vowel.
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@0 |
a} Matt 'gh_yé nu mbish_ " Matt comes with us "
Matt come with us: ' |
) d lapa - nd mbish. " you play with us "

you' play with us

3.2...1.3.5. Second person plural
_ The second 'pefson plural 6bject of preposition personal pro_ﬁouns is dmén. The initial
vowel of the pronoun deletes becéuse of the vowel-final preposition.. o
ey _ | ; ,
a) i’épé. ki man " she talks to you" -
she talk to you |
b} b.c‘! ssba nd man " we play withyou "

we play with vou

3.2.1.3.6. T_hird person plural

bdmé 1s i_her third-l,crsgm_ pl'ura'ii object of preposition ﬁer_sonal pronouns.
35 _ | N
a) m I3pa  nd b‘d'né " I speak with them " ,.

-1 speak with them
by 4 nyi nd bamsé. " you cat with them .

You eat - with them _
" The {ollowing table is a summary of objects of preposition personal pronouns.

- TableX: object of Preposition personal pronoun

Person. | Singular .. Plural
N T ame T gmbish
2 . - dwo aman-
3 - ams | bam?

The initial vowel of objec‘t of preposition personal pronouns deletes because of vowel-

final prepositiouns.
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'3.2.1.4. Focus pronouns |

Personal- pronouns as well as noun expressions can be made emphatic by placing them

at phrase or sentence initial position. In this position, the noun expression keeps its form,
while the pronoun may have its form changed. The same way as other pcrsonal pronouns the

focus pronoun has one form corresponding (o each person

13.2.1.4.1. First person singular
This first person singular of focus pronouns is mé. _
._(23)- _ . | :
ajd ma mé bd 1dhd it me they see "
it be me tfﬁcy. see |
b} d ma ki mé d lops " It’s to me she spcéké "

it be to. me she speak

3.2.1.4.2. Second person singular

‘. _ ) .
wo 1s the second person singular of focus pronouns.

"
-~

(24)
4 4 z S ’-I vy P . T -
ala ma nu wom sabd  "itis with youl play
it be withyou 1 play |
' b)c!’ md wo bd € " it is you theycail " = - .‘ i

it be you_ thcjz call

, 3.2.1.4.3. Third person smgular

| The thtrd person singular of focus pronouns 15 ma

(25)

- a) a m& ma .bdr té S It:is him we call ™
dtbe him we cal o

b) d md ki méd bd I'épé’ "1t is to her they speak:"

it be- to her 1hey speak
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3.2.1.4.4. First person plural
The first person plurai of focus pronouns is amblsh When the precedmg word ends

with a vowel_the first vowel deletes.

(26) -

a) 4 md nu omb:sh Atang Iape " It is to us atang speak " . ‘f\m\'rw&
it be to us Atang  speak | | o _ ““:/“:-;/ _
- b) a m_é- ambish d _fyésé' " 1t is us you help "

it be us you help-

3.2.1.4.5. Second person plural

dman is the second person plural of focus pronouns The first vowel dclctes in the
: exampies beiow because it is prec?edcd by a prepos:tlon that ends with a vowel. '
Q7 _

' H
a)o md man 1 nyia

" It is you [ see.”

it be . you [ sce _

P R R ol e e "
b)a md nd men ba saba It is with you we play

it be with you we pla}?‘

3.2.1.4.6. Thlrd person plural
The third person plurai of persona] pronouns is bama
2% ..
. / ’ N 4 £ N4
a)‘o-mo bame m -fyass
it be 1hem I help

b)o ma nd bamo g 18pa " lItis with them she speaks "

"It is them I'help "

it be with them she speaks

R -The followmg table gives a summary of. ['ocus pronouns in Befdn;,

Table X: Focus pronouns

PERSON SINGULAR [ ruuRaL
T “mé dmbish

z awo dman

3 Gm3 “bam3.
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The fact that focus pronouns are. almost identical to object of verb personal pronouns

may be due to the fact that in focus constructions, the personnal pronoun 1s actuaily object of

" the verb " mo " (to be).

3.2.1.5. Reﬂexwe pronouns

_ A reflexive pronoun is a pronoun used as thc ob}ect of a verb when the person.
aflected by an actlon is-the same as the person domg it. The reﬂcch pronoun in Befa.ng is a

compound word madt, up of @ noun and a possessive determiner. The noun, wlnch means
“person” oOr. “body” is dguld for the first three singilar pronouns and agu/u for the plural
. ones. The possessive determiners come from class 13 for the singular and class § for the
plural. -Sincé the possessive determiner begins witly u, the final vowel of the noun referring to

the body deletes as illustrated in the following examples.

o’glﬁlﬂ_ + ikishé . d'g;ljiikish-é' " gurselves "
pé-rsoné oﬁr

3.2.1.5.1. First person singular

Tﬁe first person singular of reflexive pro_nou_ns is ugal umbd
N N L
a) m  suwd "l bathé"
e bathe
b) m sdwd. ugdl tmbd "I bdthe myself"

[ bathe person. my'

-3.2.1.5.2. Second person singular

T s ) . o
ugul umbya is the second person singular of reflexive pronouns.

(30) | |
L4 ,
a)a suwa " you bathe "
you Bathe

ot s . - ‘
a) d suwd ugul dmbyd " you bathe yourself "

you bathc person your
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3.2.1.5.3. Third person singular
~ The third per‘son-plur.al of reflexive pronouns is Jgdf ima,
: (31)- . . _ .
a) U fydsd " hehelps "
hc help _
B)d fydss dgdl Gms - " he helps himseif "

‘he he_l;ﬁ ~persont his

| 3.2.1.5.4. First person plural

'C’lg ul fkishé is the first person plural of reﬂexive Pronouns.
62 e |
ay ba féf o " we hur’t_"‘ .
- we hurt | | -
b)  ba Wt 3 dgdl fkis_hé "we are hurting oursclves”
‘we. ‘hurt ASP persdns our |
3.2.1.5.5. Second person plural
| The second person ﬁlural of reflexive pronoun is .cfgtﬂ ikiné,
(33) | | | |
a) mané 4 fya‘léé' - " you are helping "

you ASP help
" bymand fd fyssa dgul ikind. " Youare helping yourselves "

you ASP help persons your _

3.2.1.5.6. Third person plural
a’gd/cf bdma is the third person plufal of reflexive pronouns.
I | |
a) ba tdf - "they hurt" |
| they hurt | -
b) bd téf 4. dglu bdm‘é_ “ they are hurting themscl_ves-"'

they hurt ASP p_érsons their
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This table summarises reflexive pronouns in Befang.

Table XI: Reflexive pronouns

— — SINGULAR | PLURAL 7
PERSON - | -
1 | - - dgdl umba .. dgdl fkishé
7 Jgdi ombyd | dgdl ikin3.
3 Ggdlomd | dgdid bam®

~ 3.2.2. Possessive pronouns

7 _'T\'ﬂvo' types of possessive forms are attested in Befang: The possessive prondun and the
- possessive detefminef. The former can stand all alone and function as a full nominal
c‘onst_rﬁction whereas the latter, which canno; stand alone, must always acdompany the noun.
-qusessive'detefmint_:rs will be discussed in the modified nominal construction in chapter 4.
~ Below are s_o'me.exa'niplcs of possessive pronouns - '

33 |

Da-yi dm3indanginzén " This is my chair"

k)

This be ‘chair  my
| b- yi dma yinzang o " This is mine "
| this be inine | .
2) a- yi .5'rné indang inda{d - - " This is your chair "
" His be chair your |
b-yi dma yind 5{61 " This .is yours "
this be yours ' | | |
3) a-bd ams béhd:gp_ umbd " .Thosc are my houses "
| ‘those be houses my -
b- bd 76'ma‘1 bumbd - - " Thoseare mine”
| those be mine | )
-4 a- bl dmd banddp ima _ " Those are her houses

-

those be hbuscs her
b-by dm3d bim3 ' " Those are hers "

. thosc' be hers
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Table XII: Possessive pronouns

- From the above table we notice that the posseswe pronoun varies not only in person

CLASS | PREFIX | SINGULAR | PLURAL
, Mine | Your His/Her |Qurs Yours Theirs
1 |- kikG kikya - |kima |kikishé ikens kibdm3
_ 2 ,
2 . U- ) X a ~ / L4
' ' .1 bubya . . t.. ., . bubadna L,
10- bumbda . 1 bima | bumbishg | : bubamsa
ba
3 D-- ~ yinzdn yind}yé yima o, L, yibdm3.
_ . yindzish yidzena
ti- ,
4 H-. yinzd yindgyd | yima | yindsishe | . ytbdmd
- : : _ ' - Cyibena -
5 |fu- fufd  |fufyd  [famd [fofishé | fuféns flbdms
16 m mimd | mumyé |mums| mamishé | mibdmé
mumana .
7 - yinz'é yind-gyé yima . yindjfshé' o, yibdmd
' ' yidzansa L
@- b
18 Ki- | ‘ s  lkikens |
a- kikd kikyd kimd . |kikishg kibdma
9 ?- muma | mumyd |muma| mumishé . |mdbama
: : : mamand |
11 Q- ‘wumbang |wumbyd |wima |[wdmbish [wimdns | wdbdma
13 Ju- wumbd | wumbyd | wuamd {wumbishé | . wubdma
S ) 1 wubdns |
[

_but also in class. The class variation of possesive pronouns is h}hghted by the fact that ail the N

pronouns of a class have the same initial consonant that we refer to as the class morpheme.

The latter varies from one class to another. For instance, the initial consonant of class 1

possessive pronouns is K, that of class 5 is F and that of class 13 is W.

o4
V\A. RINV V\:“ Z



- 50

3.2.3. Interrogative pronouns
Interrogative words are used in chstruction or phrases to ask information about the
identity, quality or quantity of an element. However, they can éiso be _us'ed in a pronominal
way either .'s-tariding aioﬁe or functioning as a noun phrasc. Below are some examples.
CONE | |
D a- nOdze fubds " Bring the cat "

bring cl5cat

b- fiibiis fand " Whichcat?”
' clScat which |
c-fdna N " Which one? "
which
2) a-nutize mbis " Bring the cats "

- bring  clbcats _
b-mbds mdng " Which cats? "
clécats which |
c-mdnd - " Which ones? "
whlch - 2
Interrogative pronouns are made up of two morphemes. The interrogative particle

: whlch is the stem morpheme is preceded by the class/number morpheme. The latter agrccs in

class and number with the Head noun the interrogative pronoun refers to. From the exampies

below we notice that the interrogative particle ” dné " remains constant while the agrecment_

._ morpheme varics according to the class and number of the modified noun.. '
(36). | e

1) a-dbwé kans " Which fish? *

cll fish which
bkdnd " Which one? "
Which
2) a-Gwd bdnd " W_hich hands? "
cl2hands whﬁich. |
b-bans » Which one? "

: which



3).3.-}3.{ Yéné" _

cl3goat which
b- yans
which

cldgoats which

b‘ Yén_é'

which

. 5) . ﬂ-fl;mbc‘;n . fd’né .

clsnail which

b~ fdnd
Which

. ‘ N
6) a-mban mans

cl6nails which

I !
b- mans
~ Which

7) a3 ydnd

cl7navel which

o b- yd’ne’
which

- '3)- a_kfkdm kéh-gl'.

- ¢l8names which

b- kainé

Which

i ’ ,
9) a-mawul mana

cl9il which

b- mdnd

| _ Which
i) a-yé'h wind
.clf'baby which

b- wans

which

Whlch goat? "
" %ich one? "
| - -Whic_:h soats? o
" W}lic-h ones? .n
..' .Whi.'ch Pﬂil‘? "

44 W}]ICh OHC? m

" Wthh naiis? !

" Which O:ne.s? 1"

- " Whtch navel? "

" Which one? "
" Which names? "
" Which (;Qes‘? "
K Which oil? "

- Which one? "

E ;,.'W“hich bgby? ..:_

" Which Onc? "
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' 12) adsimwdnd " Which farm? "
cli2farm which |
b-wand " Which one‘?“‘

Which

Intérrogétivé pronouns can function in clauses like full nouns as shown in the
- examples below. R '

37 | |

1ya-d ndm inddn ydnd . " which chair is lost *

QM. lost . chair which

4 i

b-d nam ydna
- QM lost which

2)a-d nddn fibds fdnd " whichcatis big? "

“which one 1s lost?7 "

QM big cat which

b-d nddn fana o " which one is big? "
QM big which
| 3) a- d bik - _kdkljk yén_é " which mortar is brokecn? "

oM ,brokeh mortar  whichz

b4 bk yénd " which one is broken? "

QM broken  which

" Interrogative pronoﬁns may ask information about .quantity as iHustréted in the
~ following examples. | | | |
(38)
3} a—q’ .gysl bd-ng':'J:] b_ézéné '_ " how many giris_dre.coming?""

QM come girls how many . | - -

" b-a g'ya, bézéné " how many are coming? "

- OM comé how many | _
2)a- mén'& kibf banddp bdzsna " how many houses do you.havc? "

You have houses  how many o
b-d gyel bdzdna o " h’ow'mz'my-are'coming? "

QM. come how many
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CLASS - | PREF [ INTERROGATIVE | CLASS PREF | INTERROGATIVE |

1 ja a Kans - 7 ja i bdng - |
1 b ) b 2 o

2 1a U 8§ a ki ydnd

b O loor b :G |
- bane -
_ c ba . _ C e
b i ' 3 .
4 i ydna 11 | a @ fand
. b U '
5 ~ fu fdna 13 U wans
6 -1 - m mdna

3.2.4. Demonstrative pronouns

 Two forms of demonstratives are attested in Befang. The first form designates

something or somebody close to thé speaker while the second designates what is far from the =

speaker. The demonstrative is derived from the near speaker demonstrative adjective, This

demonstrative. pronoun has exactly the same. form as the demonstrative adjective, with the

~exception that the high tone is replaced by the falling tone. Moreove‘r, it can be used alone. In

 the 'following-examples,'the demonstrative is used in its adjectival form in a- and in its

pronominal form in b- .
- (39)

CLASS 1 a- dkdnydm  ké

horse this

b- k&
| this _
CLASS2 a-Gwd  bé
| | Han_ds these
bbE

" these

" this horse "

"this one " -

" ™these hands "

" these ones "



CLASS 3 a-cém.  yé

b- yé
this -
CLASS 4a-icém  yé
B wars  these
b- yé _
_ _ these
CLASS § a-fumbdn &
Cnail  this
b8 "
~ this
CLASS 6 a-mbdn  mé
_haﬂs - these
b-mé
- these-
CLASS 7a-ighé  yé
. termite this.
| i
_ thiS'-
~ CLASS 8a- dkém  ké
| drurhs " these
b-ké
| _ theée
CLASS 9 a- mdwil - mé
oil  this
" b md
| -this.
CLASS 11 a-kikd - ké

jigger this

War  this

k2
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" this war "

" this one "

n thesér Wars LI

"
“this nail "
"this one”

n 1H
" these nails

these ones "

" this temmite "

" this onc”

" these drums '

~ "these ones "

" "thisoil "
" this one "

" this jigger "

these ones ™

1
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b-k& . ‘ " this one "
this - |
CLASS 132 dkik  ké " this mortar "
| mortar . this - _
beké o ~ " this one”
| ~this ‘
Table X1V :Demonstrative pronouns 7 |
[CLASS | PREF | DEMONSTRATIVE [ CLASS | | DEMONSTRATIVE
ila | a o K&E o |7 i y€
i b @ b @
2 la U 8§ [a ki Ké-
L bs S
qc bd ; c i _
3 |a g y& 9 | & - mé
b 1 Ry . B -
4 i ye Cflta 7 ~wé
| : b U
5 fu £& 13 U wé
6 m mé |

3 3. Noun + Determmer

A 'determiner s a word or a group of words that determine a noun or a noun phrase. It

can be post-posed or pre- pose.d to the noun it modifies depending on the language concerned.

“In this respect, Ngangoum (2002) quoting Radford (1987), stipulates that determiners which
can be used prenominally or pronommally are iypncally uscd to modify a noun but have no

descriptive content on their own. This section will examine Noun + Demonstratwe and Noun

+ Definite article respectively in 3.3.1 and 3.3.2.

3. 3 1 Noun + Demonstratwe | -

In Befang. there are two typcs of dcmonstmuves the far speaker dcmonstratlve and
the near speaker demonstratlve which respectlveiy deSIgnatcs that which is far ffom and close
to the speaker The demonstrauve 1S Mc that is, made up of two morphemes.” The

interrogative pamcle whlch is the stem morpheme, is preceded by the class/number

morphcme. The latter agrecs in class and number with the head noun. In the following
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"e.xamples, a'. illustrates the near speaker demonstrative and b exemplifies farﬂﬁ_'am the speaker

demonstrative.
RCUN |
CLASS 1 a-kityd ké " this pepper "
| -pegp_ef this- | | _
| b-kityd kd - "that pepper "
pepper {hat-‘ |
CLASS 2 a- 6kdné ‘ bé o these grasshoppers "
- ~ grasshoppers these R ' '
b- okoné by " those grasshoppers "
grasshoppers those _ -
CLASS3a- bl yé "Lhis goat "
goat  this . o
b-bi yd - " that goat "
. _ g-Oét that _ | ' “
 CLASSd4a- i yé " these goats "
' goats these o .
b-toi  yd | " those 'goats.. y

‘goats  those-

 CLASS5a- fugdn fé " this star "
.stqr this. _ o
b- fagsn  fo  that S\‘La_r .
S | s_tar' that - | |
CLASS 6a- mgén mé " these st_a.rs.'" :

- stars - these

' 4 : :
b- mgan md _ " those stars ™

o stars those -
CLASS7a- ighd yé " this termite”

- termite -+ this _
'b-'f'ghé Cya " thh_tftennite "

termite that



CLASS 8a- kikdm ké

pepper this

b- -kl’ty_é kd

pepper that

CLASS 9 a- méyi

1 |

b-mayl

salt

o/
me
this - -

s
mu

that

- CLASS 11a- l6nd  we

'boundafy this

) Fa
b - dlgnd

wd

boundary that

CLASS 12a- dsdm  wé

- b-dsdm-

farm

arm

this
B 7/
wy

that
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- "this pepper” |

"that'pepper”

“ "this salt”

" that salt ™ '

i

" this boundary

- "that boundary "

~"this farm "

"that farm "

~ Table XV: Demonstrative determiners

DEMONSTRATIVE |

| CLASS | PREF | DEMONSTRATIVE | CLASS
e _ ] | PREF ,
[1]a [ a ke 7 la T i ye
2 ia U bé 18 |a ki k€
b 1 9 bd b | ¢ d
- c ba c P
3/a | @ yé 9 @ mé
b . Ty, ’
_yu . mu
4 i yé 1ifa @ we
_ Loz | b U “y
_ _ yu - : ‘ wu
5 fu fé 113 § wé
_ - fd | wu
6 m mé '
L ’
mu
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From the above example, it is to be noted that the structure of thc noun phrase is linear
with the noun at initial position. The demonstrative determiner and the pronoun are thus post-

: poséd to ihé noun and agree with the latter in class and number.

3.3.2. Nmm + defimte article (Narratwe)

The narrative is the eIement we refer to as definite artlcie Il isa word used to refer to
an element already mentioned. Let us conSider the f‘oliowmg exampies |

" (41)

‘1)a-m nuiize dkdnyem brmg the horse

_ i

[ bring horse

| :b_.'-"ékanyémw kégé ndér} " the horse is big "
" horse  the big - . |

l In the above s.enterices; kdga‘at'tached to the noun gkanyem n b- enables .to_ infer
that the latter has been alrea‘dy'mentiOned' in a prévi-oué sentence (a-). “dkanyem k&gé
.nda’g’-"‘ can équally'mean “the horse i‘hat {am tdlkirig about is .b'ig” . The ﬁai'rati'»'-e or definite
article can therefore be used only to refer to a noun already mentxoneci 3g:cordmgly,
sentence with a narrative, standmg alone, would be ungrammatical. The narratne varies from

one class to another msomuch as it agrees in cIass and number wnth the nousns it determines as

illustrated- below

@ | |
CLASS [a-m niidzé Gkdnyem "I bring the horse *
S | brmg horse o ' ' | '
b- ckcnyem kags ndarj | oo -the horse_is big "
_ _ horse the  big | o L
CLASSZ’a-n{\ nGuzé 5!(6[_}5 . | "I bring the graésiiop'pef;v, "
I 'bfing grasshoppers - D
b- dkéné - b-dga' ndi;r] o the grasshoppers are big"'
| grasshoppers ‘the big o ) | |
‘ _CLASSBa-u yc: nu: mddr) | -‘ * he took the éhaif "
 HeASP take chair - N
b inddn yéga_’ ma bdkof'_ - . " the chair is broken”

chair = the be broken



CLASS 4 a- a nyclyi ibi

you = see goats

b- bl ydgsd ikd kpass
o goats the - be small |
" CLASS52-mand ya nydyl flbds

© you ASP $ee cat
b- fdbds fdgd ubsribd
B cat  the - wicked
CLASS 6 a-bd nudzé mbus
- they briﬁg E '.cats
b thbds’ mage ndo(rj
‘cats  the big |
CLASS7a-u ndm3d itan |
he touch navel
b iton yage ndorj
navel the big
CLASSSa-m téké akdm :
Icarry drums -
b-okcm_kcge dél
_ | drums the .
CLASS9a-bd nudze méyi
L | tﬁey bring  salt
| “b-méyl mags dal
salt- the heavy
CLASSIla-mana yd nyqyf yan
--'_you ASP -see  baby
b-ysn wage Hitdn
" baby the sick -
CLASS 13 & m téké ukuk
| I-. carfy moriar
b dkdk wagd  déi

mortar the  heavy

~ heavy -
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" }Tou see goaﬁ "
" the goats are sinall "
| 'f I saw th_c'cat "
" the cat is wicked " -
" they bring cats
" the cats 'aré big "
" he :louches the navel" - i
" the navel is big "
! carfy th.c drums "
" the dru@sﬁfcheq;fy "
" they bring sélt "
: '.' the Sqlt is heﬁvy "
o I 'saw the baby "
" Lhe_.baby. is sick "
" I carry the niortar. |

" the mortar is heavy "
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‘Table XVI: Narratives

CLASS | PREF NARRATIVE CLASS PREF NARRATIVE -
1 Ja - a kdgs 7 |a i yags
12 Ja U 8 |a ki kaga
1 [b ge Sl . I'b a . i

- b3 | baga . S =
|3 |a @ ydgd 9 @ mags -
_ , B i |
5 fu fags 13 U wdgd
6 m mags

3.4. Conclusion
n -Befang,- the simple nominal corisi'ructi(m can be made up ofa noun only, a pronoun

only or a Noun associated to- determmer The noun can function as cither subjcci of verb or

object of verb and of preposmon Personal pronouns and possesswe pronouns show person L

~distinction. Interrogatlve and demonstratwe pronouns vary from one class to another, -
_dependmg on the noun “they replace The noun in Befang can be determined by the |
demonstrative and the deﬁmte article. The narrative is the element we refer to as deﬁmte
.artlcle Both dcmonstrative adjectwes and narratives agree in class with the noun they
determme. This is the first ‘insight in the nominal Lonslru;uon whose modified structure is

studied in the following chapter.
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CHAPTER IV

THE MODIFIED NOMINAL CONSTRUCTION

4.0. Introduction
This chapter discusSes_' the nominal construction in Befang and its im’emél structure.

Thé p_ossessive and associative nominal constructions are analysed here as well as ﬁofm’nai-

constructions  modified by adje;tiyes, ~ quantifiers and numerals. Complex. nominal |

constructions will be handled at the er:ld.cf the chapter.

4.1. The possessive nominal construction
‘The pdssessivé nominal construction is made up of a Noun + a Possessive détermincr :

that agrees in class and number with the head n_'o_un as illustrated below. -

&y |
.CLA-SS 1 a- akanyam ikd T "my horsel"_ :
horse - my '
CLASS2a-Uwd 4mbd - " rmy hands”
_ hands my o
CLASS 3a- g - bf inzdn B " ;-hy'goat g
goat - my o
CLASS4atbi inza - "mygoats"
o _ goéts _mly ' :
CLASS 5 a° fugan ufd " my star "
s omy |
- CLASS 6a- mgan ma o my stars "
 stars my
 CLASS7a-iton inzé - - "mynavel”
: | navel my |
CLASS 8 a- dgdmd iké " my plantains "

plantains .my



62

CLASS 9 2-méyi ma oy salt "
| salt my o |
CLASS 11 a-kdkd imbdn o myjigger "
o jigger my S ‘
-C.LASS 13a— (kdk Umbd " my mortar "
- mortar - my . |

THb‘lCX‘VHt_POSSCSSiVC deter.miners.

1My Your - |His/Her/lts|Our Your Their
i K& kv | imE | WGhE (ks |bam3
2 ‘lamba ﬁmbyd’ - Ems L‘met’shé urﬁéné’ ibdma
.3. - inzan Indayd B .Im__é - in‘djish_. indzan ibémé
4 inza _ind3yo} ) zmé _ :ind3ishé _indzéné : i.b.(.:ilmé
15 Tifa | Ufyd | um3  |ufishs  |ufend | dbdmd
|6 m&. o .L‘;myé | | amd [imfshe umana ﬂbérﬁé
| 7 inzd. i-hd::)yd ims _-indy’shé indzond ibo’mé'.
R ikyd imé | ?kfshé ikénd ibams
19  ~Imd I_ | amyd .L‘Imé  . | umishé  |umang L]bd’mé
1L limbdg Gmbyd | ama Gmbish | aman dbdm3
12 N dmba .. .L}r‘ri.byc’l amsd meféhé amadnd  |ubdmd
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4 2. The assoclatlve construction

Contrary to many other Bantu languages, Befang seldom makes use of assocmtlve
ma;kers in associative constructions. The first part of this section will handle, amongst others,
some: types of associative constructions and the second will take a closer look at associative - .
markers. | | | | |
4.2.1. Types of :iS's_ociative constructions |

~ Associative 'cdnstructioﬁs_- in Befang can‘ _éxpress a relation of éonterits, material,

possession and origin.

4.2.1. i" Contents

Generally, Befang makcs use of the associative marker f " to express contents as -
illustrated below o
@ |
1)b4tdld ' ¢ md?  "Abottle of water o S L
Bot_-lgl"e AM water | L | = ' B
2) bickit 6 ma? "A buckét of water "
 bucket AM water o |

‘When thé_hoﬁn of the .éontai_ner ends ‘with a velar (k, ), g}, a phonological process

s , P .
turns " 0 " into " 1" as exemplified below.

3) |

o / 2 o ' . : )

I a-:suk I masory  "acalabash of palmwine " - - ST 4
caiabas_h AM palmwine - R I " PR
b-Gkdn | kityd * a dish of pepper " .

dish AM pepper K
c-jip f - md'? " a hole of water "

ho le AM water

However, certain. words endmg with K mamtam the G oas eﬁdencg_d by the

" following phrase.
@ |
_I-.L;klik' 9 md'sci'q © "a mortar of palmwine"

mortar AM  palmwine

. AY o
H

<
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When the word expressing contents is vowel initia), the aSSOCiativc marker deletes as
iHustrated by the following examples. '

)

1) a-bbckit dbwé  "abucketoffish”
~ bucket. fish | ' | |
b- Gkdn dbwé  "adishoffish"
dish  fish - |
| ¢- fin dné _ " a hole ofant™
“hole _anf L | B

4, 2 1 2. Matenal

_ " No assoc:atwe marker is cmcsteci i Bcfam3 to cxpress material assocxatmn This is
_ 'cIearIy illustrated in the foHow_mg example S. ' ' |

© |
) inddn -ilys  "a bamboo chair "

chair bamboo
2)abd dzan " an iron bed "

bed iron | |
3 indé'p I}t'é' - " a stone house "

" house stone

4.2.1.3. Pnssesswe '

To express possessxon no assomaiwe mdrker is usn.d n Befang, as ewdcnccd by the

following exemples.

@ -

I)'kftyé dnd " the pepper of the ant "
Pepper ant ' |

2)mb?  Yan K the wa{er of the baby "
water . baby 'l |

3) miyl fdbds " the salt of the cat "

salt  cat
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- 4.2.1.4. Origin
Associative constructions cxpressmg ongm are achieved using the associative marker

"KG" . Let us c0n51der the followmg examples

® S

1) ckoné kd fdn " Grasshoppers from the forest "
_gfasshbpper AM forest | o |

2)bs ki K " people from the river "
People AM river | | | '

3Hiwdm  ka fég : " Wbod-from the _fOrest "

woo_d- AM forest

4.3. Nominal constructiOns modif'ed by adjectives
-An adjective is. a variable word that indicates thc quality of a bcmg or a thmg In

- Befang the adjf.‘CtIVC can agree in class and number dependmg on 1ts function, its posztlon :

"and its type.

4. 3 1. Funcnonal categorles of adjectlves

Two functlons can be achieved by adjectives in Befang :attributive and prcdicatwe

- 4.3.1.1. Attributive adjectives.

| Attrlbutlve adjectives are placed at the side of the noun they quahfy Thcy are entlreiy :

- -ipart of the noun phrase as illustrated in the followmg, cxamples
) - | |

3] bf dfshf " ablack goat "

goat black -

2) ans. kcfena " a red ant"

" -~ ant. red - 7

3)indan fkpdsé "a small chair "

" chair .s-maI}
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- 4.3. 1.2. Predlcatlve adjectwes |
predlcatwe adjecnve 15 separated from the noun ot the pronoun it . modlﬁes by a

| - verb. It is not part of the noun phrase. Let us consider the following cxamples.

a0y

1) anénés_ __cfmé mbf;r] N o the pincapple is good ™
~pineapple ~ be good N T
2) ékdnb: bl md | 'd:i'r] " those grasshoppers are big "

grasshoppers those  be good

4 3.2. Pomtmn of the ad]ectwes in the noun phrase

' The position of the adjective in thc Befang, noun phrasc oflen mﬂuences its structurc '
Some adjectives are only pre-posed.to the noun they _m_odl_fy. Oihcrs arc exclusively post-

posed to the noun they qualify while the majority can be both pré'-poscd and post-posed. -

4.3.2.1. Pre-posed adjectives

* A pre-posed adjective is an adjective that can bnly occur at initial position in the noun

'ph'rase. Only one preposed-adjectivé is attested in Befang : agaks (bcaufifu]).

(11} | |

1) dgéké ingdn  "abeautiful girl"
beautiful gl .
*-ingbn dgdka

- gitl beautiful

2) dgéké  y3n  "a beautiful baby"
beautiful baby -
*yon agokd
baby bcautzfui

The noun phrases marked withan astc,rlsk are- grammatxcaliy unacceptable for agaka
should always precede the noun it modifies. : : '
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'4.3.2.2. Post- posed ad jeétives ' |
As O'bjﬁosed to the former, post—pqsed adjectives can only appear after the houn they
modify. Only one pOst:— posed adjective is attested in Befang : akwds (wicked) . Let us .
- . consider t-he-folioW_ing example. ' ‘ o '
a _ | _
1){gdn dkwds " a wicked girl "
‘g.irl wicked |
* dkwds fghn
© wicked  girl
2) fu{bt’;S ékwgs " a wicked cat "
| cat  wicked |
* dkwos fibils
.-wickéd cat

The noun phrases marked with an asterix are not grammatically correct for akw3s must

B

always follow the noun it QUaiiﬁe-s.

4 3.2.3.Pre- posed and post«posed adjectlvcs |
The majomy of adj jecnves in Bufang; can be both pre- posed and post posed to 1hc noun
' theymod_xfy. However when the adjecuve is at initial position it should be preceded by the

prefix " a 7 irrespective of the class of the noun modified by the adjcctwe Thls can clearly

.be zllustrated by the foHowmg examples.
(13
1} ton -

strong _
| a- dtdn 'ékd_ny:sm " a strong horse "
. strong cllhorse
b- dtan _dkc‘;nybm " strong horses "
. strong c2horses

2456
shdrt
a-Gt8f5 f23n " a short spear "

short ci?s_pcar
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b- 3té_fe’ dzdn " short spears "
short cl8spears

"

When the édjective prebedes a consonant initial noun, the latter takes " 2 " as suffix
ir'respevctive_:'or.f the class of the modiﬁc& noun as exemplified below. | |
19 _ ‘
{) gtand ‘dbd K a strong bed "
_ -strong clibed |
2 atéfd bdnﬁbf}k " short hawks "
| short cl2hawks _
3-) atéts 'fu’bd's oo asho_rt cat "
| short  clScat » _ _
When the adjective Is postposed to the noun it modlf' jes, it is preceded by an
ﬁssouatrve marker which agrees in class and number with the. head noun as evidenced in the
: -.foilowmg exampies |
(15) |
| _1) a- fdgéh fo dishi " ablack star "
| Clsstar AM black 2
b- bdkdtdsé blf ddld " heavy sp_olons',‘ "
ClZspoohs AM hecavy -
When the adjective has a final consonant the morpheme " a " is added to its root. Let .
us consxdcr the followmg example.
- (15)
1) t3n
-s-t'rong. _
bi yi tdnd " a strong goat "
goat AM strong o
The following phrases illustrate the diffcrent associative markers. that always precede
‘pre- posed and post-posed ad_;ectlces in Befang '
(16) _
CLASS 1. c;né kd t3nd " astrong ant "
' | antAM strong | g
CLASS2 ~ bdkdké bi d3ld " heavy snails "
_ Snails AM heavy



 CLASS3  dkdf yi ténd
- bone AM strong
 cLAss4 iyl tdnd
L . goats AM strong
. CLASS5 flbds fd 83
cat AM strong‘
| CLASSé mnauns mu  fand
|  birds AM _fed
CLASS 7 bd yi ddné
" Angle AM large

. CLASS8dgdmd ki t4fs-

Plantains AM short

CLASS 9 mo? mu  bafs
'_Wate_r' AM  bad
CLASS 11 ydn wii i
. Baby AM short

CLASS 12 dsdm wd dénd:

Farm AM la?‘ge

09

" * a strong bone "

" strong goats "

" a strong cat "

" red birds *

" alarge angle ”

" short plantains "

" a bad water "

" a short baby "

{V“

a large m{g‘ch "

———

The foliowmg table summarises the: assocmlwe markers of pre- poscd and PGS(Z—poscd

adjectives in Befang.

- Table XVIIL: Assocnétive markers of adjectives

i

CLASS |PREF | POSS - CLASS PREF | POSS
i1 ]a a |ka 7 |a i yi
L_Ib @ b 7 |
2 [a U bd 8 |a ki ki
/b 0 I'b a .
. c- ba . c - N
3 |a g |yl 9 @ |md
I'b 1 o : - I
4 q oyt il }a ) wu
o b u
s T fu | fd 13 LU wd
6 | - m my ' :

We also notice that class 3 and cIass 5 have the same assouatwc marker as well as classll

and Class 12.

\JM-m j\% N

q
Lf

d



4.3.3. Types of adjectives

Generally, in Bantu languages, adjectives' pattern ‘in three broad categdrieS' pure

adjectwes, nominal adjectives and derived adjective ( or verbal adjectzves) in Bcfang, two

major categorles of adeCtIVCS are attested pure and nominal adjeclwes

4, 3 3 1. Pure adjectives

Contrary to the majority of Bantu languages where very few pure ad}ectwes are

attested, most of adjectives in Befang are pure ones. A pure ad;ectlve agrees in class and

number with the noun it medifies. This is exemplified above (in section 4.3.2.1) where we

- have for instance:
CLASS5 flbls fd tgna "astrong cat" .
- cat AM strong ' A
CLASS 6 mnund mé fond. " red birds "
birds AM red . .
Here the ,agreément is not borne By the adjectivé but -by the associative marker that
precedes it and -x:vhich, orally, seems-to be part of the-adjccl:ilivc.r |
4.3.3.2. Nominal adjectives -

According to ‘Tamanji { 2002: {P;S)"‘ Nominal adjectives are pure nouns which are
‘J N

- made to function like attributive adjective.in a NI1- N2 construction type”. He further adds that

“"Nominal adjectives generally occur in pre-nominal position where they attribute a quality to

the noun they modify”. In fact, these adjectives though exhibiting ordinary nomirial properties -

modify the head noun just as any other qual 1ﬁcat1vc would do. Let us consider the foliowmg

e‘(ample
(18)
ydn dtsd " the little stick”
baﬁy'stick _ | |
:'yaln here is a noun that ﬁmctions'as a qualiﬁcaﬁve by modifying the noun it is

attached to.
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- 4.4. Nouns modlﬁed by qmntiﬂe;s and uunurals
" The noun phrase in Befang can also be made up of quanuﬁcrs and numi;rals tha_t'will'bé

handled rcspcctlvcly in4.4.1 and 4.4.2.

4.4.1. Noun modlfied by qu‘mtlﬁers
The quanhﬁcrs thal are aucstcd in Befang arc :
(19) |
j- bdmdd " some
- 2- nde/rh'é. " many " |

3- ndemé..... twd " too many "
‘ / s : i 1 . o (}]
5- dkpase..... twa : "too few

7- dowe 2" no 7
Some of these quanuﬁcxs can only ou.,ur before the noun they modily while othcrs
‘can be placcd after. The former arc referred (0 as pre-posed quantifiers and the latter-as post--

- posed quantifiers.

4, 4.1.1. Pre posed quantlflels
In Beﬁmg, ndame and ukpase are quanllhcrs lhdl always prccedc the noun they "
modify. Morcover these qualifiers do not ag,:cc in class and number with the head noun.
These features arc iiluslralcd bglow in the plural classes of llc,lan;D
(20) .
CLASS 2 a- ndame bodoq - "many chairs "
many chairs | o
' b-ndsmé dkanyém o lﬁahy horses "
many  horses _
.CLASS 4 a-nddme fbf . " many goats "
| ~ many goats '
b- ndémé'_llcérn "many wars "

many Wars
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" CLASS 6 a- dkpdsé mgdn " few stars "
' ~few. . ostars ‘
b- tkpdsé mbu’é _ " few cats ™
few  cats
CLASS 8 a- Gkpdsé kiyébé oo i'cw.w‘ings "
- few wings | |
b- dkpdsé dgdma - " fc.w pla__niaihs "

few - cxamples

ndsmd..i.twd and fkpasé...... twé can also be classified in this category of .

quantiﬁers' though they are actually  discontinuous morphemes in so much as the noun

appears in the middle as ilustrated in the following phrases.
@n | | |
CLASS 2 a- nd.émé badan wd oo many c‘hlair's "
' many  chairs 100 |
b—ﬁkpésé ukdnyém twd " (00 few horses!
few  horses  too |
CLASS 4 a-_ndémé b twé . " too many goals " -
| many goais too | . |
b- Gkpdsé icdm twd " 100 few wars "

few wars 100

CLASS 6 a- ndamé mgén. twd "o .mzmy .slar-s v
| ‘many  slars too |
“b- ﬁkpésé _ mbds twa " too few cats "
few cats too
- CLASS 8 a-ndamé kiyébé twd " too many wings " |

many wings 100

44 e g ) W
b- ukpase agama twa too many plantains

few planlains/ too

oo
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- 4.4.1. 2 Post- posed quantlﬁers

Jum, dawe and b(lmoo art, always plauud bc,hmd ilu, noun they modily. dawe aml

bamoo do_ not agree in class and number with noun they are attached .. This is exunphﬁed o

below. A T

ey 3 \
_ l)'lfg\’;.!) ddwe " no girl
~cBgirt no | .
2) bagbn bamdd " some gitls "
cl2girls some
.3) fabls déwé "nocat "
clScat no '.
4) mbds bamob " some cats "
cl6 cats some
5) lyebé _déwé "o wings "
7 "cl7‘wing. no |
6) kiyébeé "‘bdmadd " some wings "
cl8 wings- somc o '
On the contrary, gdm is always preceded by an associative marker that agrees m class
ﬁnd number with the noun 'mod_i_ﬁcd by tge quantifier and behaves like pure adjectives

“described in4.3.3.1 .

@3) | -
CLASS 2 a- okone ~ bd gdm " all the 4grass_hoppérs " ‘
| Grasshoppers AM all | : S
b-‘bakatasa bd gum C vl the spoons ™
~ spoons  AM  all | _
CLASS 4 a-ibi yi gdm " all the goats "
goats AM all |
b-inydm yi glj‘m_ "4l the animads”
animals AM all
CLASS 6 a-mbis mé gim v all the cats "

cats AM all -
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| b-mgén md gdm ~ Mall the stars "
| stars AM | ail o
CLASSBa-klkum ké gdm © 0 allthe names"”
| dames AM all ' o |
- b_—ukam k& gdm "l the drums"

 drums AM all

The following table presents the associative markers that should be inserted between
- p _ _ _
the modified noun and gum,

Table XIX: Associative markers _precéding gum

CLASS “PREFIX | ASSOCIATIVE
B MARKER
2 u- |
| -
bs bd
4 i- yi
6 m - m(ﬂ"l
T S
k- kd
a-
i-

Unlike the other classcs, clas:, 2 maintains the associative malkei uscd for pre-

posed and post- poscd adjectives (4 3. 2 1)

4 4 2. Nouns modified by numerdis 7
As in all ]anguagcs numcrals in Bcfdngz arc divided into (,ardmal and ordma}

~ numerals.

4.4.2.1. Cardinal numeceral
‘A cardinal is a word uscd for counting. Cardinal numerals can also be divided into.

simple and complex cardinals.



4.4.2.1.1. Simple cardina'ls |
“Simple cardinals are cardinals that are made up of one word. In Befang they include

exclusively eight numbers which are:

(24)
mo?="one"
. fé — 1 .t\VO "

=" three ™
fkjwc'l =" four "
{tjén= " five”
 {nddfd = "six”
(foma = "eight"
iwdn ="ten"

However, fé and féf’, contrary to the-other simple cardinals, are always preceded b'y an
associative marker which exhibits an agreement in class and number w.ith. the nouns they
modify as ilustrated below. | | | |
(25) s ;)

CLASS 2 a- bakdtdsé ba fe '_ " two spooﬁ_s "
| Spoons : AM two | |
b- bdkdtdsé bd W@ three spoons”

Spoons AM  three

CLASS4 a-ibi yl £ " two goats "
goét_s AM two L
b- {bf- yf téf_ " threc goats”
- goats AM three |
CLASS 6 a- mgér-z‘ mc,l.fé S two stars " |
| stars AM two |
b- mgén.' md _téf' ' " three stars”
| s:ta;r-s' AM three \
CLASS 8 a- dgdmd ké fé  "two plantains "

plantains AM  two
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b dgémd ké &l "three plantains "
plantains AM. three | o -
-~ The foil?ovs’/ing.. table summarizes the associative markers that should preéede fé and
tdf. .

Table XX: Associative markers preceding ¢ and ta/

CLASS|  PREFIX | ASSOCIATIVE
i | MARKER -
2 u- | |
. -
b3 b
4 i- yi
6 m m§
8 - ké
o

Except for the associative. marker of class 8 the other ones are similar (o those used

with g(jm ind44.12

4.4.2.1.2. Complex cardinals
_ | A éomp_lex cardinal is a numeral that is made up of the association of two simple
- cardinals. They can be classified into three specific groups with referenc.e' to their structure.

| The first. group ‘is made up.of complex cardinals that are made up of tﬁro'simple
cardinals linked without any associative markefs.- This group includes only one numeral:
a6) o | . _ - _
 Ditjgn jwd " nine "
- five four | _

The second group is made up of two 'simpié- numerals that are linked by an associative

4
marker: na.



Choiee )
2) ijWG na tar " seven™

Four AM ‘three | -

The third g ,g,roup includes cardmals that are made up of two simple numerals which are

not linked by an associative marker: but by a word : dtswa or batswc that respectwely -

mean " remainder " and " remainders ".

(28)
1) iwdm dtswd mo? - "eleven™
~ tem remainder one

iwdm batswd bd tar " thirteen "

ten remainders AM. three

.4 4.2.2. Ordmal numerals
~ An ordinal numeral is a number that is used to indicate where somethmg comes in an

order or.a sequence. Ordmal_ numerals in Befang are divided into simple and complex

ordinals.

4.4.2.2.1. Slmple ordmals
Generally, simple ordinals are in post-nominal position and do not agree in class and .
number with the nouns they modify. Only one simple ordinal, ebII], is attested in Befang. |
9 v _ _ : ,
1) akunyam ebnj " the first horse
cil horse . -ﬁrst
Z)tjkz\lnyém_ébﬁ]- " the first horses "
cl2 horses first.
3) Gkwdn  ébin " the first lizard "
3 lizard-first | .
4) bl ébin o the first goats "
cl4 goats 'flrei | o v _
These examples xllustratc the fact that the snmplc ordinal is mv.mabic in that it docs not

-__ _agree m ciass and number wnh the noun it modlﬁes
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""4.4.2.2.2. Complex ordmals
| Apart ﬁ'om eblf] the remaining ordmai in Befang are comp]ex ones. Complex ordmal

‘in Befang almost display a phrase structure as analysed below
_(30) | o

’ Y A e i "
1) ambdke dzam ba bafe " the third person

behind back people two

Literally 1) above means " behind the back of two people ".

2) ‘dmbdké dzsm b3  batdl " the fourth person "
behind  back people three -
7 , DU

3)'6mbdké dzam b3 {tjén " the sixth person

1]

' behind back péople five _
4) a’fnbdké dzém b3 {f3m5 " the ninth person "
bchmd back people eight
More mterestmg is the fact that " b3 " in the preceding exampics can be replaced by
any noun as illustrated in the following sentences '
€2 | A
i8] dmbdké dzém bandsp | batal " the fourth houses "
behind  back houses - three |
2) C;rﬁbdké dzém dkaf - bafé " the third bone "
behind  back Eones two
3) dmbdké dzdm mbds - f3m3 " the ninth cat
_behind  back ~ cats eight |
4) dmbaké dzdm bagon ﬁ(jwo’ "the fith girl "
behind' back girls  four o
A general structure of complex ordiﬁals in Sefang can therefore be deduced as follow; | _
dmbdké + dzdm + N + CARDINAL NUMERAL.
Thus a complex cardinal phrasé is zﬂways made up of cffnbd‘k_é followed by dzém;
the noun and the cardinal numeral vafy' according to the message the speaker wants to convey.

Here the value of the cardinal numeral should be of one lesser than that of the ordinal. In

other words to represent “ninth™ 1t is- exght” that should be used in the phrase to obtam. the '

result exprcssed (3) above.



4.5. Complex nominal constructions
" Complex nominal constructions in Befang often include relative clauses. Generally
three relative clauses are attested: restrictive, non-restrictive and correlative. However,

- Befang, hke most Bantu languages employ just restrlctlve relative clauses as will be

-3

1liustrated in this section.

(32 .
[} by yu m Swa T the dbg whichri am bathing "

dog RM 1 bathe - o

2)ingdn yé U tishé " the girfzhat she is showing "
girl RM she show |

3) wél-a'_yf wé ( fyafd " the woman whom she helps "
woman RM he help _

4) dsum wé d nyéqs’ " the farm that you sce n
farm RM you  see | .

S)ydn wi bd te " the child that i am calling "
‘child RM we call R |

A close ana!ySIS of reiatwe clauses in Befang has enabled us to come up with the

foilowmg points. o
I’u’st in Befang, relatlve markers agree w1th the reiat1v1sed noun in ciass and number -

L
as examplified in the following sentences.
- - .

(33)
CLASS 1'7._1¥ gné ke a nyér]é o o the ant that‘you are seeing "
ant RM you see o '
b-kityd ké d nydné o " the pepper that ydu are seeing "
pepper RM you see | | | |
CLASS 2 a- 4nd bé d nyané ' | " the ants that you are seeing "

“antsRM - you see _
b- bdkdkd be d ny'éijé : " the snails that you are seeing "

snails these you see
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' CL'ASS 3a-bi yé 4 nyéné | " the goat that you are seeing "
goat RM you sec - . | ' |
b-indag yé d nydné  ‘he chair that you are sceing "

chair RM you see

~“Secondly, relative pronouns are identical to the demonstrative adjectives as evidenced

below. -

(34) _

‘Ha- bi y-e/ ' _ - o " that goat "

.f - goat _thaf - |

| b-bi ) yé d nydné -  "the goat that you are seeing "

- goat RM you see _

2) a- kityd ké " that pepper"

‘pepper that | |
b-ki’tyd,' ké a nyd'rjél. " the pepper that you are seeing "
. pepper RM ydu see |

3) a- bakdkd bé | " these snails" -

| snéiis these 7. ; E
‘bebakdko be  d n'yd’szf ) " the snailé that you are seeing "
snails RM you see
The relative pronoun thus behaves like a demonstrait_iye in that 1t takes mto account the

distaric;: bc‘:tween. the speaker and the object he is referring'to.' As a result the sentence -!}?d&g |
yé d nydn€ the translation of which is " the chair that you are secing " rather primarily'

means " that chair that you are seeing ".

~ 4.6. Conclusion | }

This - chapter haS dealt with the modified nominal .c-onstruction in Béfang and its
internal structure. Possessive nominal constructions, assorciativ'e nominal constructions and
nouns modified by quantifiers have been given careful cbnsideration. Adjectives have been
studied in terms of their functions, their pqsitio_ns and their types. Relative clauses have been
studied under cdmp‘lex nominal constructions and a similarity has -been noticed between the

relative pronoun and the demonstrative adjective. .



. CHAPTER VI
GENERAL CONCLUSION

Led by the necessity to describe African languages and to broaden the base on which

the internal structure of the noun phrase can be pxplored, we set out this study to describe the

nominal constructxon in Befang.
We started our study by lookmg at the 1mgu1st1c commumty of the 1anguage Here we

tackled the geograph:cal and _somo—econo_nucgl set-up of the speech community. After giving

the linguistic classification of the language we presented a review ofliterature centered on the -

phonology on the language. This has revealed that the Befang alphabet is made up of fourteen

phonemic vowels and fourty-four phonemic consonants. '

From the study of the internal structure of the noun phrase in Befang we came up with’

the following results. i

Nouns in Befang are classified according to either their prefix or on the agreement
they trigger on the possessive determiner. The eleven noun classes that are
attested in Befang are divided into seven singular classes and four plural classes.’

Twelve distinct genders are found in the 'iangliage: seven double class genders and

. five single class geriders. Noun formation processes are achieved through

- derivation, compounding and borrdw.ing. Loan words are incorporated into the

language through a process of adaptation known as loan adaptation.

In Befang the noun can function as either subject of verb or objects of verbs and of

prepositions. Personal and possessive pronouns show class distinction. The

~nominal construction may be sxmpie or modified. In the former case it is made up
. of anoun or a pronoun alone or a noun with its determmcr In the latter case it can

be made up of a noun plus an ad;ectwe a quarmﬁer or a relative clause. The

relative pronoun in Befang is identical to the demonstrative adjective.



.Hopefuily, this work will contribute' to the-standardization of the Befang iang'uage and

'w1il also enable to better undcrstand the internal structure of the nominal construction in the

o '_language

Besxdes the descr:ptlon of Befang as a sample, the present study contrlbutes to

| lmgmstxcs in general in that it enables the Imgulst to underststand the mtemal working of

~ Bantu languages better still it is a contribution to universal grammar

The present-work did not go on without a certain number of problems due on the one
hand, to our inexperience in the domain of research and, on another, on our baquround in
linguistics studies. The trip to the village and the phonetic transcription of the corpus have |
also been hard nuts to crack. The above problems, without justifying our mistakes, may
explain some of them. | o | o |

To put it bluntly the focus of th!S study was on the structure of the noun phrase in
Béfang. Yet a lot remains to be done to account, for instance, for the agreement in the noun -
phrase. We t_herefore-v#ish further research to be c'a._rriéd out on this aspect of the lén-guagé as
‘well as others -such as verb morphology and syntax to provide the native speaker of the .

language and possible learners with a reliable and comprehensive grammar of the language.

W
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