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C Conscnant
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PL. Plural
Vv Vowel
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s/ or H high tone
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CHALPTER ONE,

INTRODUCTION,

This "memoire” sets out to attempt a phonolOgicél
description of Esimbi, a language spoken in the North est
Prcrince of the Republic of Cameroon by peonle of the same
name. Because the language and its speakers are little
known koth in Cameroon and in the Scientific world, the
first task here, in the guise of an introduction, will
consist in situating first, the people geographically and
historically and then the language in relation to its
neighbours. Finally the methodoly and organization of this

work will he sketched.

1.1 Geographical Situation

Esimbi is situated in Menchum Division of the

North West Province. It lies West of Wum, the capital of
Menchum Division. It is a forest region with heavy rain-
fall between the months of april and september. Due to the
heavy rains, the onlv motorable road which linﬁs Esimbi to
Befang is seasonal. Befang is further linked to Wum by
part of the ring road wﬁich is motorable throughout the
yvear. The seasonal road which leads to Esimbi terminates

at Benakuma, the capital. The climate of the region is

relatively hot when compared with the rest of the Division.




Benakuma, the capital, constitutes the seat of
tine BsLihi people. Settlement is along the Menchum River,
wiich rises from the Fundong highlands and flows through
the region into Nigeria. Lake Benakuma is one of the inte-
resting geographical features to be found there. In gene-
rai, Esimbi is found at the Western borders of Cameroon

touching on Nigeria. The accompanying map locates Esimbi

in the Horth 'est Province,
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1.2 Historical Background of Esimbi

The historical background of the Esimbi people
presented here is based mainly on interviews with some of the
natives. Mention has to be made of Mr. Thims Jacob, a nati-
ve of Esimbi and one who has been particularly inéésted in
the history of his people._Some of the information found
here was taken from an unpublished article which he wrote
after a period of research. Nkwi and Warnier (1982) was

also consulted.

Following the views of those consulted the
historical origin of the Esimbi people is somehow vague and
controversinl. Even the elders disvmlay a short memory
gpan through oral tradition. The present clan head is able
to name onlvy four generations of chiefs that have ruled
the clan. Some of the people hold that they have always
lived at their present site from time immemorial. However
there exists a scanty story with strong evidence that the
Esimbi people might have formed one of the earliest widi-
kum aroups that moved towards the grassfields of Bamenda

Plateau7but stopped short of reaching the open grassland.

The historical link bétween the Esimbi and
Widikum people is not very overt as far as language is con-
cernedeStudies so far carried out on the two languages
show that they are not closely related. Socially, the link

between the two groungis evident in the similarities in

R




their music and styles of dancing, the drumming of messa-

ges and certain marks on the faces of women.

During the first half of the nineteenth Century
when the Aghem (Wum) people settled at their present site,
moving south from the Benue lands, they sought to consoli-
date their position in the Menchum area. The Esimbi people
were one of the earliest people to suffer harassement from
the Aghem due to this policy of consolidation of power,
Around 1850 they were harassed and brought under the con-
trol of some Aghem chiefs otherwise knwon as "batum®.
Peace treaties after wars granted the Aghem chiefs the
right to exact compulsory palm oil tribute from the Esimbi

people.

in the nineteenth Century the Esimbi people tra-
il
ded with Esu, exchanging oil, hoes and matchets. As good
craftsmen the Zsimbi people produced fishing nets which

were bought by Ide people in exchange for women captured

from other groups.

Althoﬁgﬁ Cameroon formally came under German con-
trol in 1884 most of the country remained under the control
of local chiefs until the beginning of the twentieth centu-
ry. The first contact of the Esimbi with Europeans was in

i 1907. Their resistance to the foreigners led to several

o s A T S AR T

expeditions against them 4 uring the period of German
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colcaization of Cameroon. The first expedition was

carried out under the leadership of the German army

Commander Glauning.

During the German war, they again faced
three expeditions, under the instigation of the Wun
reople, The last and most destructive of the expedi-
tions took place when the people killed a German Ser-
geant and a wholzs detachment. This expedition was so
saveya that thev decided to disperse from the origi-
nal threse main villages, Benakumz, Benahundu and
Beonagudi to a wider area. They had realized that it
was risky living together. This led to the establish-
ment of the hamlet pattern of settlement and the

increase of villages from three to ten.

Hain Occupation

Basically the Esimbi peogle are peasant
farmers. Farming here, is however subsistent. Crops
which are giown include cocoyams, maize, cassavas,
groundnuts and rice. Only surpluses are sold to neigh-

bouring towns like Wum and Bamenda.

Pishing is done on a local scale in the Menchum
river. Like fishing, hunting of wild animals occupy

é- some of the Esimbi people especially during the dry sea-~


http://iizati.cn

son. Jzim oil is produced for consumption and surplu-
s@3 are marketed. So far no cash crops are produced

there.

i}

1.4 Fsimbi and her Neighbours

The population of Esimbi is estimated at
about twanty five thousand. This figure is actually
onlv arn estimate due to the fact that the tradition
forkids head counts. For this reason accurate infor-
mation zbout the number of people residing in this
region has not always been gotten during censuses.
Sonz of ner closest neighbours include Mudele,
Muliuini, Befang, Esu and Wum. It is however surprising
to lte that Esimbi has no linguistic links with these
peopie. Rather, she has movte lexical affinities with

'hsumbo, one of the languages of Akwaya.

1.5 The Lanquage

1.5.1. Classification

Stallcup (1980Ca) classifies Zsimbi as one of
the languages that make up the Tivoid branch which
falls under the Bantoid Suyb, group of Bénue-Congo langua-
ges. There has however been a lot of yncertainty as far

as the classification of Bantoid languages is concerned.

| _ _




Barlier studies on Bantoid languages classi-
fied, Tivoid languages as Non~Bantu Bantoid wheraas
more recent studies classify them_either under Narrow
Bantu or Bantu languagessGreenberg {1953} propoéed

the following hypothesis.

RBantoid

I ; | | !
B f
- 1 [

Tiv Bitare Batu doro Hambila Bute Bantu

The significant point of this proposal is that Bantu
is a cordinate branch with Tiv and other branches

within Bantoid.

Williamson {1971) considered Tiv as part of
the Non-Bantu group in heY classification. She divi-
ded the Bantoid languages into Non-Bantu and wide

Bantu.

Bantoid
i

i |
! i

Non-Bantu-- _ Wide-Bantu

Mambila=vate Jiv—Batu

] | I ! i

Nigerian Mamfe Grassland Misage Tikar MNarrow
BRantu Bantat Bantu Bantu




Stallop (1980a) shares the view that Tivoid languages are Non-

zZanta,

The other group whuh Wwe carvied cut a more recent
ctudy on Bantoid languages classify Tivoid under Narrow Bantu
znG Bantu langquagessBastin, Coupez and de Halleux

{1983) made the following classification.

Bantoid

Bantu

! |
!
¥ham Nkamnm Harrow RBantu

r

Tivoid Equatorial

The most recent classification is that of ALCAM (P 3560)

Bantoid

1

Mambileoid Bantu

! [ |
Jarawan Tivoid  Fkoid  MNyang Grassfield Mbam Ndemeli

According to ALCAM Esimbi will be classified as fol-

lows.
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BENUE - CONGD

BAN&OID
'BANTU
|
TIVOID

]
ESIMBI

Esimbi falls under Tivoid languages which are
spoken both at the Western horders of Camercon and by
some one million people in MNigeria. The Tivoid areg as
indicated on the following maps extends from the Wes-
tern borders of Cameroon into the Nigerian region aja-

cent to it.
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The following are Tivoid languages spoken in

- Munshi
- Otank
-  Emane
- TIcheve
-  BEwvant
- Bitane
-~  Abon

b BatUG

According to krause (1985) in John R. Watterd®
article “Bantoid Overview" Bantoid languages are langua-
ges which display certain relationships in vocabulary
with Bantu but which grammatically represent a Pre-Bantu

stage both-typologically and historically.

Guthrie (13948), Jacquot and Richardson (1955}
\)Eseij '
following him,the term to refer to languages that have
noun classes like those of Bantu languages but whose
noun prefixes, concordial elements and vocabularyipre-

sumably do not show any regular relationship to the

Bantu languages.

Ancther attempt at differentiating Bantoid
and Bantu languages was done by Johnston (1919 § 1922).

He saw Bantoid langquages as mixed languages resulting
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from the contact between Bantu languages and Sudanic
non-clase languages and therefore as not sharing a
true genetic relationshin with Bantu languages. If
Esimbi is considered as a Non-Bantu Bantoid language
it is just logical because of its uniqueness among

neighbouring Bantu languages.

1.5.2 Dialacts

Distinction is often made between the dialect
spoken around Behakuma otherwise known as upper Esimbi
and the dialect spoken nearer the borders known as lo-
wer Esimbi. This distinction has been brought about by
differences in a few lexical items that differ in the

two sections as follows.

Upper Esimbi Lower Esiﬁbi English
[2ni”T Coleen | "what "
[nénf1 [rért] "how'
[akanpa? [akdma ] ‘eocoyam’
T8y l-4Kérd] [Syt-dkfrl] - 'scissors’

! swa-kaArd] [ewaklrt] 'sugar cane’

These differences do not actually impede intelligibi-

lity between the two sections.
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1.5.3 Previous Linguistic Works

S0 far known existing lingﬁistic WwOrks on
Esimbl are few.
Stallecup K.L. {1980a, 198Cb) is the only peréon who
has carried out linguistic studies on Esimbi. His ar-
ticlies, "Moun classes in Esimbi” and "A. brief account
of nominal prefixes and vowel harmony in Esimbi”™ both
published‘in 1980 are the onlv available works on

Egimbi.

1.6 Purpose and Method of Study

1.56.1 Purpose Phonology is an important part of lin-
guistics which deals with the sound systems of langua-
ges. It is only through a phorniological study that the
structurs of any given language can be obtained. It is

a well established fact that not all sounds found in =
language are distinctive or pertinent. It is only
throuch a detailed phonological study that the perti-
nent sounds of any language can be brought out.

Although some work has already been done on Esimbi noun
classes, nominal prefixes and vowel harmony, it is still

necessary to study the phonology because it constitu-

tes the basis for most structural linquistic studies.




A description of the language will provide
a wider area for more studies cn the language like the
morphology and syntax. The phonclogy is also a pre-

requisite for the development of the writing system

of this language. This has been the dzzsire of the
Esimbi elite who have seen the increasing need for

the development of National languages in Cameroon.

1.6.2. Hethodology

This study will focus.on the sound system
of the language, the segmental and pitch phonemes and
the possible combination of sounds into syllables ané
words. The structure of ayllables, morphemes and words

will also be dzalf -with,

The structuralist approach to the analysis
of phonemes will be taken . Phonemes are defined by
their contrast with other phonemes. Some phonemes
might consist of allophones with realization rules
dictating the choice of a particular allophone for a

given environment.

The unit of description in this study is

the word, defined by Weksters New World Dictionary as




a speech sound, or a series of them ser-
ving to communicate meaning and consisting
of at least one base morpheme with or

whithout prefixes or suffixes...
This is particularly important because Esimbi is a
language with unusually lengthy words and irregular

prefikes.

1.7 Thz Data - Sources.

The study is based or a corpus <f about
950 words collected through the help of 3 informants

namely :
Unii John, & native of Esimbil resident in Yaounde.

Azl Paul, a University Student, native of Esimbi and

rasident in Yaounde.

Azi Lawrence; a nurse, native of Esimbi resident in
Nwa, Donga Mantung Division. These informants were re-
quired to translate verbally, words from English to
Esimbi. Some information about the history of Esimbi

was acquired from Mr. Thims Jacob, Principal of

Government High School Mbengwi. .
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1.8 Organisation of the Work

This work has been organized in the follo-

wing manner.

~ In chapter 2 the syliable structure and interpreta¥
tion problems will be treated.

- Chaper 3 which is the core of the-work shall be dea-
ling with segmental phonology.

~ Chapter 4 shall be cdncerned with the morpheme and
word structure.

The last chapter (chapnter 5) shall be treating supraseg-

mental phonology. There after will come the conclusion.




- CHAPTER TWO.

SYLLABLE STRUCTURE AND INTERPRETATION PROBLEMS.

The phonetic transcription used in this work

has been a2dopted from the General Alphabet of Cameroon

Languages.

2.1 Syllable Structure.

There are basically five syllables patterns in

Esimbi. The following words illustrate the various pat-~

terns.
Syliable pattern Example Gloss Word pattern
v | /opit/ 'Cocoyam flower' V.CV
cv /wéti’/ 'mountain’ CvV.Ccv
cev /nald/ "lick’ ccv
CVN /pinni’/ 'greet’ CVN.CV
Ccsv /mhwalag/ 'potatoes’ CSV.CVN

The final consonant in a closed syllable can
only be the velar nasal[y] or the alveolar nasal [n],
The fifth pattern, CSV results from labialization that

is not predictable. In other words it is due to the pre-

sence of the Semi-vowel [wl after [mb] and [g], The

following word illustrates a case of non-predictable and
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pretictahle Tabialisation resmectively,
[avdagwlis  /awdnd/ ‘duck' CSV.CV, In this example
the secend svllable natiern is CV instead of €SV. Tw] is follo-

wod by f{ul being a case of pradictable labialization.
It should be noted that the most predominant syllable
pattern in this lancuace is the CV pattern. Thé absence of syl-

Tabic nasals is also worthy of note.

2.2 Interpretation Problems

z.2.1 Qighthonos.

Diphthonos can hardly be said to exist in Esimbi. Even-
thouch one finds cases of two vowels occurrina toaether it is
easy to deduce the yeason for their occurrence. One instance whe-
re vow21s oceur together is in compound words, for example,

/xfnddmi/  ‘chimpanzee’

This word can be broken down into [kfhd] and [5mi], ATthough it
is not easy to assign any individual meaning to the two parts it
is possible to judge that this is a case of twa different morphe-

mas that have been brought toagether,
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In another instance two vowels occurring
together is the result of the reduplication of morphemes

in certain words,. for example.

AARAE- AR Tetype of bivd!
JEyigyl/ ‘new’
/éniénit/ "new’

It is also possible to have two vowels occur~-

ring together due to the presence of suffixes in words.
and when it is brought togecther with another morpheme
The suffix is an individual morpheme/ending with a vowel,

two vowels are bound to occur together. Example.
53tV TAnSL L lunt!
The morphere [4n5] is a suffix used in the formation of

adjectives,; probably from nouns or verbs.

There are yet situations of two vowels accurring
together which dont fit into the above illustrations, fox

exanple.

4%5/ 'tuild!

#egfa/ ‘'a head'

I

71pls/ ‘p:li'l‘."I
Each of the two vowels bear tone. This gives us the fee~
ling that each of them belongs to a different syllables.
It is therefore not far from the point if one concludes
that there exists a consonant on the second syllable that
has been ommitted probably, in rapid speech. The consnnant

which is most likely to f£it in at this position is the semi-

vowel [y] . In this case the words can be represented as

follows.
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/Piys/  'build'
/égiys/ 'ahead'

/ipiys/ 'pit'

This goes further to confirm the predominant occurrence

of the CV syllables pattern in the language.

2.2.2 Labialization

Labialization in Esimbi is a non-distinctive
feature. Labialized consonants are in complementary dis-
tribution with their non-labialized counterparts. The fol-
lowing consonants are labialized in final syllables of
words when followed especially by the back high vowel [y],
They are [ng] [x] {p]. The distribution is as follows;

/q9/ ——=> [naw] / __ux
/mal /  elsewhere

Examples
[singwi]  /sungl/ 'whistle'
[bingwd]  /bingd/ 'lie'
[hﬁﬁgwﬁ] /hﬁggﬁ/ 'nandle’
[Qg5réj /Qgéré/ 'kiss'

[nongs] /héggéy '"frighten'

R/ ~—3  [kw] __u ¥

[k] elsewhere
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Examples
[ sekwu ] /séki/ 'mouse’
[ Sxawd ] /5ki/  ‘money'
[k{KWﬁ] /Ki/kﬁ'/ "vone'
[ikﬁmﬁ} /ikﬁ@ﬁ/ '‘goitre’
[ k] Jkirt/  'tie'
[k6gyi] /x5gi] 'fishing line'

/o/ s (oWl /__u g

(ol elsewhere

Examples
[ kupwd ] /kﬁpdy 'musical instrument’
[ dpwif] /o) ‘pain’
[p0ia] /puld/  spend' (money)
[pﬁré] /pard/  'open' (door)

The rule is only applicable to [5g] [k] and [p]. A
general rule could be established to include the three

sounds.
/M9, ¥, »/ ~=>[new, kw, pw] _u %
[ng, &, p] elsewhere

There is a case of labialization that is not predictable

| as 1s the case here. This has already been discussed un-

der syllable structure as CSV pattern.
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Palatalization

Like labialization, palatalization has a phonetic
status in the language. The conditioning factor for all
the palatalized consonants is the high front vowel  [i].
Palatalized consonants are in complementary distribution

with their non-palatalized counterparts. Consonants that

undergo this conditioning are [k] [g] [nq] [t] [a]
and [1].
The distribution can be represented as follows.
/k/ —=lkyl/__1
[k]/ 'elsewhere'
Examrples
[ sékyi] /séki/  'scabby'
[ okyi ] /Ski/ 'tail'
[kyilyi]  /kili/ ‘'remain'
[kééﬁ’ /kdzi/ 'camwood '
i ] Jxdrd/  tie!
kdyul] /kbyﬁ/ "cough'
/9/ —— [agd/__1
{g] elsewhere
: Examples

[kdgyi] /kdgi/  'fishing line'

[égy{] /égi/ ’egg!
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(feyi]  /lei/  'riy'
[ 6gd] /og8/ 'calakash dish'
(wogs] Susgd/ ‘whiteman '
[ gumi ] /gumt/  'pay’
/ng/ ——= [nayl/__1
{gg] elsewhere
Examples

[ﬁfggjﬁ] /siggfy 'wipe
[govisi) /sty "help'
[nong?] /nangd/ 'deceive
[hﬁggwﬁ] /ningt,/ 'nandie' (v)
// (tyl/__1

[+] / elsewhere

Examples

[pityi] /piti/ 'widen (area)
[katyi] /khti/ ‘type of bag'
[tyinmi] /timi/  'aig!
[5t5] /5tu/ 'stream’
[ 48md ] /timt/ 'send’
[k&t4] /xét8/  tree'
e/ —— layl/_1

{a] / elsewhere
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Examples
[ jinayi] /jindi/  ‘urinate'
[ gBayi’] /qbai/ 'watch cunningly'
(bodyi ] /bodi/ "tears'
[ tinas] /tindda/ ‘pour’
[ £aa] /éan/ 'some type of war'
EGEY! /déaé/ rgood'
/1) —— (1y)l/ i
[1]/ elscwhere
Examples
[F1yi] €11 'name '
[kyilyg] xi13 'remain’
[gyi1yi] gilg ‘wring'
[h&15] h&14 "scrape |
[azuld] dztld "sigh'
[ k1] /KG14/ 'take |

In order to make it mone general the rule can
be written as follows.
/K, g, §g, t, 4, 1/ ’ [k89 gy, 149y, ty, 4y, 1yl/ ¥
1

[ks g, nas; t, d, 1]

! H
gl sewhere

These sounds are palatalized when followed by [i] and

remain same elsewhere.
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2.2.4 Pre-Nasalized Consonants.

A prewnasalized consonant is a sequence of a
nasal plus another consonant. It is necessary to deter-
mine whether these constitute one sound or two different
sounds. In some languages pre-nasalized consonants make
up two distinctive sounds but in Esimbi they form a sin-
gle sound, This conclusion has been arrived at after cer-

tain considerations,

First of all, it can be noticed that Esimbi
words usually begin either with a vowel or a single conso-~
nant sound. Some of the pre-nasalized consonants like [mb]
and [gg] appear word initially. Following the general
distribution of consonants, these sounds occur word ini-
tially and intervocalically which are basically the two

k2

positions that consonants occupy in words of the language.

Due to the fact that the nasals in question
are non-syllabic, it provides more evidence for conside=
ring the pre-nasalized consonants as single sounds.
The following pre-nasali-
zed consonants [mb] [ngl [nda] [ndz] [ngv] and [nij]

are considered single sounds and will be treated as such

under segmental phonology.




2.2.5 Affricates

There are four affricate sounds namely [ts],
[dz e [e]- [j]- They make up two phonemes because
[c] ana [j]-are allophones of /ts/ and /dz/ respectively.
[ts] and (32] are interpreted as single units because
no unambiguous CC secuence exist in Esimbi,
[ts] and [gz] can only be single sounds to have {c¢] and

[j] as allophones.

[c] ard {j] 1is a combination of alveoar stops [t] and [4]
and the pre-palatal fricatives [¥] and [¥]. Since [¥]
and [%] do not occur as separate segments but rather as
alophones of /S/ and /Z/ it is right to conclude that [¢]
and [j] are single units. Since [¢c] and [j] are only

allonhones of /ts/ and /dz/ consequently they are single

units.
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CEAPTER THREE,

SEGMENTAL PHONOLOGY

3.7 Consonants.

The Esimbi language presents an inventory of

thirty five consonant sounds including two glides,

3.1.1 Phonetic Realization

The following chart indicates all the consonant
sounds found in Esimbi. It will be realized that some of
the sounds constitute distinctive units in the language
wheresas others are simply allophones of other phonemes,
in other words environmental variants of the same phonemes.
It will be proved in the next section on phonemic contrasts
that the following consonant sounds, [c], [3j], [¥], (¥], (nil]
and [y] are all environmental variants. In the chart that

follows sounds are classified according to the place and

manner of articulations.
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Phonectic Consconant Chart.

i i @
| PLACE OF <
w0 w2 &
ARTICULATION| w |8 1509 Q
HMANNER miod 18 1&g 1 4 542
OF S1EE B 1Al 3] 3 S | A&
] T i a L o
ARTICULATION | S| <58 I3 &) o £ 5 | SE
STOFS 'i |
Voiceless P T 1 k kp
Voiced b d | g gbo
AFLRICATES ts | ¢
{ i
Voiceless . q bl g
Voiced 2 ;
i i
FRICATIVES e, s! ¥ no
Voiceless : i
Voiced B v A % b4 by
g§§;§ASALIZED mb ; nd ;nj ’ ng ngb
affricates ! indz g
NASALS | m n ! |np 7
| , 5
LATERALS ‘ 1 g
| i 1
VIBRANTS g r | ;
! 5 i
GLIDES i | y ! | o w
] : : . Lo : ?

Table 1.




- 31 -

3.1.2 Phonenic contrasts

There are 2¢ consonant phonemes grouped into
stops, affricates, fricatives, nasals, laterals, vibrants.
and glides. Consonant contrast in Esimbi functions mainly
at word initial position and intervocalically. It is very
uncommon to f£ind consonants at word final position. Since
Esimbi is basically a multi-syllabic language, obtaining
minimal pairs, which are usually clear indicators of phoneme
contrasts is difficult in some cases. However the few minimal
pairs which can be obtained will still serve the purpose.
Where it is not easy to get minimal pairs, near minimal

pairs and other arguments will be used. The following chart

indicates the consonant phonemes in the language.
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Phenemie Consonant Chart.

PLACE op ° 1 i ? g ? f w~7
ARTICULATICON 3 ig - - f i
'MANNEE <7 mi 3 | g |
= ddis S | a2 = 4@
oF :§ E & ; 3 ‘f & = %
= ] O m
T A = < i M = 3
ARTICULATION po '3 E j 5 {;‘, E_j j F;;‘
H
Voiceless ‘
Voiced b 1 d | 1 g ; gb
l I
{ i !
AFFRICATRS !tS ; !
Voiceless ! |
Veoiced dz | |
FRICATIVES r s h
Voiceless I
{Voicea B v z |
‘ !
§§E~NASALIZED mb nd I 39 | 5qb
OPS ' i
taffricates naz | !
t
- |
LATERALS 1 !
|
!
VIBRANTS » [
{GLIDES ] v [ w

Table 2,
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The consonant phonemes which appear on the
chart above have been obtained through a‘careful analysies
¢f 2ll the consonant sounds found in the language. The
procedure réquires ﬁhat sounds which constitute suspicious
pairz {sounds which are liable to be allphones) be contras-
ted. Fach sound is established as a phoneme on the basis of

its contrast with other sounds.

The phoneme /P/.

/P/ is always realized as the voiceless bilabial stop in any
envirorment. Its phonemic status is acquired through the fol-

lowing contrasts.

BP/b
/pd/ [p5] "mtic' s/ [w4]  ‘come'
Jpiri/ [piri] 'mad' soiri/ [birg]  feall’
P/8 |
4 s ) s : - e / ! t . !
Jpsts/  [paté]  'mix'  /péts/ [Rate] spoil
P/m
/p5/ [Ps] ‘untie'  /m%/ [n%] 'mould’
N -~ H !
/Piri/ [pérd] 'open' (door) /murd/ [murd] swell l
‘ P < Nas t 1 i
/Plei/ [pi%7] 'vema'/'tilt' /misi/ [mi¥i] ‘plant |
(veans) f;
/Pigni/ [piqﬂi] ‘ask’ /migni/ [minni] 'rest
P/KP

/Pirf/ [pfff] 'add' /xpiri/ [kpiri] "vurn
-~ ~ - A . t '
/Pisi/ [pi8i] 'bena'/'tilt’ /xpisi/ [xpisi] sweep
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Althrough there are no minimal pairs to illus-
trate the contrast, the distribution of vowels in the envi-

ronment. of these sounds makes one conclude that they contrast.

/opi/  [opi]  'cocoyam flower' /éembi/ [eempi] 'storm'

/kupt/  [kupwd] 'musical instrument' Afmbd/ 'fufu  stiek'
The phoneme /b/ |

/b/ is realized as the voiced bilabial stop in all envi-
ronments of occurrence. It contrasts with other bilabial
scunds as well as with stops with which it forms suspi-
cious pairs.

b/P  see P/b

b/3

i
——

/5v3/ [5b3] 'broom’ /48s/ . [983]  'palm tree'

/evs/  [ebd]  'cutting grass' /epd/ [e88)  hut meant
for wood

/b5nd1d/  [v5huld]  ‘mushroom found! /Shdmbs/ on r
decayed wood thatching grass

b/m .
/ou/ [pd] Ttake'  /miy/ [md] 'sit’
/087 [v3] ‘come'  /m3/ [m3]  'mould’
/qobd/ [gbpd]  'divide' /g3mé/ [gomé&] 'separate
!
fighters
b/mb

/paya/ [bayu] 'corn mousse' /mbayi/ 'type of dence'

b

/xabd/  [k0pd]  ‘hunt' /pimbh/  [pimbd]  'fan

/ebs/ {&vd] 'cutting grass' /omb3/ [5mbd]  "twin'
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b/gb

/piri/ [biri] ‘eall' /Jgviri7 o {gviri] Jlwnip'

/pars/ [1bsrd]  ‘cover' /gbard/ fqvard] lsew’

The phoneme /B /

fg{ is realized as the voiced bilabial~Fricative-in where
ver it appears. It contrasts withTothe:fbiiabiéiaﬁnundsa
as follows.

B/P see P/
B/b see b/B

g/m
J/esipi/ [eigf] 'eross' stimiy [timi] ‘aig
/psts/ [85t3]  'spoil' /@37 [m3) ‘momid’
B./mb

/5687 [388] ‘pélm tree  /3mbd/  ftwin'_

/QEB@\/ [ Glﬁ’)é ] Ih.ll't, for wood ’ /hambz(/ deive away[

The phoneme /mb/

/mb/ is realized as the voiced pre-masalized bilabial
stop. It is a single unit and is comsidered as a phoneme
by its contrasts with other bilabi=zl sounds.

mb /P see P/mb

mb/b sea b/mb

mb /B sea 3/mb
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mb/m
Due to the lack of minimal pairs the vowels that follow

the sounds shall be taken into consideration.

/nimbty/  [ndmbi]  'drag' /zimi/ 'bear’
/oésumby/  'life plant' /ikumu/ 'goitre'
/yambs/  [yimbd]  /gsmd/ 'scparate' (fighters)

The phoneme /m/

/m/ remains the bilabial nasal in all environments of
occurrence. It is always voiced. It contrasts with bila-
bial sounds as well as nasal sounds,

m/b see b/m

m/P sae E/m

mB  ses g/m

n/mb see mb/m

m/n
/mi/ [mi]  'sit' /nb/ [nh]  'weave'
Jtimi/ [tim{] 'aig' /tini/ (tin{] ‘ary’
n/n
/mignf/ [mﬁqng] 'rest’ [pihé/ [piﬁé] '‘menad '
/misi/ [mi¥{] 'plant' (beans) /pimi/ 'extinguish'
B/

/o-tema/ [D-t2m3] "yaw /t8a8/ "count'

/asmé/ [domd] 'groon' (animal) /k3-dsns/ 'hamlet '

%
ié
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The phonzme [Pj

/T/ is rébized as the voiceless labio-dental fricative

in all environments.

£/y

When the suspicious pair f/v is considered one might be
tempted to conclude that they are allophones because [f]
is almost always followed by the back voweal [y] and cen-
tral vowels {t] and [o] for example;:
/fﬁfﬁ/ [fﬁ?ﬁ] "Dlow' {fire)
/efimbs/ [Ef%ﬁbé] 'pat mole
/oind/ [fénd] 'imitate'
{v] on the other hand is almost always followed by the
front vowel [i] as follows:
Jvi/ [vi] 'riy’
/vi/s [vi]  lwire!
/tivi/ [tivi] 'mother'

AN N\
/vijimi/ 'behind'

There are however, some words that make an exception to

this assertion. Here [r] is followed by [i] and [v]

by [u].
/oufiri/ {[vafiri ] 'white little mushrooms'

/xefiri / [kériri] 'sn animal of the cat family

/dvi 'yvou' (sg)

The only near minimal pair that can be obtained is

rirs/ 'vlow' (fine) Jiva/  'you' (sg)
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The phonene /V/
/V/ remains the voiced labio-dental fricative in all envi-~
ronmants. Its contrast with [f£], [p] and [w] gives it

its phonemic status.

v/f seé B/

v/s

The contrast betwzer these two scunds is also not very
clear beciuse [v] has the tendency of preceding front
vowels whereas [g] also tends to precede non-front vowels.
There are a few cases of words in which B is followed by
the front vowel [i]- In this case the only possible near

minimal mair will be:

N .o L
tivi/ [tivi] 'mother’ /ékipi/ 'antelope

Viw
At first sight [v] and {w] seem to be allophones of the
same phonemes with [v] being followed by the front vowel

(i] and [w] by the back vowels {u}] and {»]. as follows.

/ewy/ 'elephant grass’
/kowt,/  '‘needle’
Jwomt/ 'remain’
In the case of [y] see examples under the phoneme /f/.

With the presence of the word /uviiy/ ‘you' (sg) the two

sounds can be said to contrast.

Sava/  'you' (eq) /éwl/ 'elephant grass'

_ ‘ | _ ...i




The phoreme /t/
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/t/ is realized as the voiceless alveolar stop in all environ-

ments. It is because of its contrast with other alveolar sounds that

it is considered a phoneme.

t/d

————

t/dz

A0/ tyY ]
/étd/ [ 61T

/étas [617]

/a7 [td]
/277 vl
/t3/ {t3]

/187 [té]

' feed!
'fireplace’

'spear’

tabuse!
'feed!

*abandon’

'abandon

/tind/ [1dnd] 'deny!

The Phoneme /d/

blished through the following contrasts:

d/t

d/dz

/d/ is the voiced alveolar stop.

see Eig

/dtmbd/ [dumbd ]

fadmd/s [ddmd]

‘groan’

‘burst’

/di/ [ay!)
/édu/

/8d3/ [4d3]
1tsG/ [tsh)

/tst/ [c7]

/tsé/ [tsd]

[dzd/ [dza]

/dzusi/

/dzuid/s

/dzbra/

'look!

'an element like
a candle!

"length'/depth?

"pound’
'touch’

‘again'

'steal’

'itch®

Its phonemic status is esta-

'sigh'

‘travel!
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d/1
/di/ [ayf]l  'look’ A8/ Tiyll  tsplit?
d/r
/di/ [dyt]l  'look! /il [ri) Teat!
d/nd
/dzddi/ [dzddf] 'spy’ /hina i/ [hindyil "cook'
/dir [dyl] 'look! /hind{/ [hindyil ‘run’

The FPhoneme /ts/

/ts/ is realized as the voiceless pre-palatal africate when fol-
'S followed by the central vowels [t]
lowed by the front vowel {1]. Vhen [ts)/and [o], and the back vowel
{u] it is realized as the voiceless alveolar affricate. This distribu~

tion can be represented as follows:

/ts/ {cl/ -v [+ front]
| [ts] /-v [~ front]

Exarples:
[cipl] /tsYai/ *cross’
[cigirl] /tsfulrf/ 'tickle!
[tstsd] /tsusd/ "uproot
{tsd] 7tsd/ 'sift’
[tsIbd] /tstbd/ "set up a scare crow

ts/d
tsﬁsé/ [tstsd] 'uproot’ /dzusd/ *itch!
/istrsi [eled] "heavy" /dztdzi/ [ j1jf] ‘careful

- —
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ts/t see t/ts

The Phoneme /dz/

/dz/ is realized as [j] in certain enviromments and as [dz]
in others. [dz] becomes [j] when it precedes the front vowel [i]
and [dz] when it precedes non-frontlvowels. This distribution can be re-
presented thus:
/dz/ ——% [j1/-v [+ front]
[dz] /-v [~ front]

The following words illustrate this distribution.

[jimblri] fdzfablrl/ 'stand'

[jindyf] /dzYndi/ *urinate’
(1513 fidzt/ taerial yam'
[dz¥nad] /dzungd/ 'write'
[kéagzd] /kddzd/ 'elephant’
[dzuld] /dzultd/ 'sigh!

dz/d see d/dz

dz/ts see ts/dz

dz/ndz
/dzdrd/ [dzdrd]  'travel! /&-ndzdr3/  'sheep'
/E~dzdndd/ 'spear grass' /éndzdra/ 'sheep'’
/3dzi/ [3dzul ‘mouth’ /indzurli/ 'relative’

The Phoneme /s/

/s/ is realized as the voiceless alveolar fricative [s] in
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some environments and as a voiceless pre-palatal fricative [¥] in
others. /s/ bocomes [3] when it precedes front vowels and it remains
[s] when it precedes non-front vowels. The distribution is represented

as follows:

/s ~——— [¥8] /-v [+ front]
[s] /-y {- front]

i Examples.
!
| (3717 /si/ - 'scratch' / 'look after’
i [sd] /sl/ 'descend’
: [e37] /ésT/ "bridge!
': [&sd] /&sU/ hoe’
[s4] /s3/ ‘ring'
s/z
/st/ [sd] - 'descend’
/248 [z4] 'kill?
/asu/ [&su] 'ﬁoe‘
/&20/ [&zu] " 'snake'

The Phoneme /z/

/2/ is realized as the voiced alveolar fricative {z] in some
environments and as a voiced pre-palatal fricative in others. /z/ be-
comes [7] when it is followed by front vowels whereas it becomes [z)
vhen it is followed by non-front vovels., The distribution is as follows:

/z/ —— (%21 /-v [+ front]

fz] /-v [- front]
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Eraorploe.
(¥ /zi/ "winnow!
Lzil /287 'kill!'
[&21] r8z1/ 'mail' (finger)
(5zU] /&zl/ 'spake’

72/s see s§/z

Tre Pieneme /nd/.

/nd/ is an alveolar pre-nasalized stop realized as such in all
envirors-nts of occurrence. It is a single unit which contrasts with

other sovnds.

nd/d see d/nd

nd/n
/ndé/ [ndd] g0’ /na/ [néd] "swim'
/sindd/ [sdndd ] vi\?ﬁ}g’ /wind/ [windl ‘where®
nd/ndz
/ingl/ {Vndd]l 'type of tree' /indztrd/  'relative!
/tdzdndb/ 'spear grass’ /bondzdrd/  'spit!

The Phoneme /ndz/

/ndz/ is the voiced pre-nasalized alveolar affricate which
becomes the pre-palatal pre-nasalized affricate when followed by the

front vowel [i ) and remains {ndz] whre followed hy non-front vowels.

/
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The following formular represents the distribution.

/ndz/ ———=> [nj] /-v [+ front]

{ndzd /-v [~ front]
The following examples illustrate this distribution.

[Ynj¥1 Anazl/ 'a type of juju’

[konjirf} /kOndzlr{/ 'a type of juju'

[&ndzdra]) /endzdrd/ 'sheep'
[indzlrt] /indzurl/ 'relative'
ndz/nd see nd/ndz

ndz/n
/indzlrli/ [indzbru]  ‘'relative' /inl/  ‘'message’

/bondbrd/ ‘spit! /éndm3/  "tongue'

The Phoneme /n/

/n/ is realized as the voiced alveolar nasal. It is established

as a phoneme on the basis of its contrast with other nasal sounds.

n/m see m/n

n/np
/ytat/ {yini] 'when' /bi{nt/ [oinl] ‘four
/Ent/ [Enf] 'what' fipimt/ 'animal’
n/o
/t8n3d [t4nd] 'circumcise! /ténd/ *count*

Fittnf/ [1tIni] 'base' (of tree) [bcini] ‘'fear’

L
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i Fioooeme /n/
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/n/  is realized as the voiced palatal rasal. It is known to

coérast with other nasals even though no minimal pairs ererge.

n/n see n/

ofy
/k&nT/ [kdpT)

/pind/ [pindl

n/n
/EpimbG/
FkDkEnS/

/kanT/ [kapT]

The Phoneme /1/

'carmeleon'

'mend’

iplm’
'horse'!

'cameleon'

/mbayl/

Jyimbi/

/k5nG/ [kdn

kAdAnd/

(bcfni]

'type of dance'

'sing’

\)

u] '"boolk!'
'hamlet'

'fear'

/1/ is realized as the voiced alveolar lateral in all environ-

ments.

1/d 7 see d/1

/hdrds [nGid]

/Eradid/

/kfVT/ [kyfiyi]

Fxdid/ [wéid]

"pack’
'clay’
"remain'

meet!

It is known to contrast with other sounds.

/ndrd/ [adrd]

/Enadrd/

/xfrf/ [kylri]

JRGrG/

‘divert'
*chin'
'swear!

‘tie'
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3L}

/i iyl 'hide! /yY/ {yYl ‘plant’ (corn)

/167 [id] 'go out’ /yd/ [yd] ‘'roast’

The Phenome /1/

/r/ is the alveolar vibrant realized as such in all environmments.

It 1o voiced.

/1 see  1/r

x/y |

/réhl/ [rdhd}  'poison’ {vb) /yGhd/ ‘weed!

frei/ [ri] ‘eat! /y¥/ [y7] ‘'plant' (corn)
/4

/ril 'gat! /di/ [dayl]l  'look'

The Phoneme /y/

/Y/ is realized as the voiced palatal glide or semi-vowel.

contrasts with alveolar sounds.

y/n see /[y
Y1 see Yy
y/z
Jyia/ 'roast’ /247 "%ill!

/y?/ [y7]l ‘'plant' (corn) /277 (211 ‘'winnow’
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The Phoneme /k/

/%/ is realized as the voiceless velar stop in all envirorments.

It contrasts with its voiced counterpart and the voiceless labio-velar

stop.

k/g
/k3/ [k3] ‘wait'
/kimd/ [ kimd] 'nail'@“°3
/ki1t/ [kyfiyf] tend’ (o)
/ekard/ [Skdrd]  twheel!

k/kp

/kirt/ Tkyfrf] 'swear'

/KikYsY/ [kYkIEY]  'hoof!

The Phonemre /g/

/g3/ [a?] ‘cut!
¢ /qlmi/  'pay?
(b} [gyliyl]l ‘'wing'

féqdrd/ 'flute’

Jkpfri/ [kpfrl] burn'

/KYkpisT/ [Kikp 78] ] "maggot’

/g/ is always realized as the voiced velar stop. It contrast

with other velar as well as labio-velar sounds.

g/w

/305/ [305] 'thing' (concrete)

/gimi/ [qlmd] 'pay’

/at1%/ LayTtyf] twring’

/5wd/ [5y>1  'tadpole

/wisd/ [wisd] 'germinate’

/abiri/ [gbfrl] 'whip®

/admd/ [odmd] 'separate' (fighters) /gbdré/ 'sew'




r*Q
~
<
Nie]

/93/ {a4] Tcut?

The Phoneme /ng/
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/ngéd/ [nad] ‘imitate’

/ng/ is considered a single unit and is realized as the pre-

nasalized velar stop.

nn/aq see a/nq
ng/n
/ndnad/ [ndngs)]
/singi/ [&inayl]
ng/ngb

73003/ [40gd]
/3R3nga/ [3RAngd ]

/yYnglri/

The Phoneme /n/

It is always veiced.

'deceive'

'wipe'

'honey'
'Sk}"

'forget'

/bdnqbd/

/18087 [t4nd] 'count'

/btsint/ [&cint] 'fear!

/3nab3/ [3ngbd] 'bow'
"flour!

/kAnabY 1Y/ 'weak!'

/n/ is realized as the voiced velar nasal in all environments.

It contrasts with other velars as well as pre-nasalized sounds.

n/n sece n/n
n/9q sce  ng/g
n/n sea p/n
n/ngb

/k3ddnd/ [kAd3nd] tharlet®

/8tstnls [écint]

'fear'

/b3ngbd/ 'flour!

/kéngbi 11/  'weak'
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The Phonemne /¥p/

/kp/ is realized as the voiceless labio-velar stop. It is
recognized as a phonere on the basis of its contrast with other sounds,

with which it forms suspicious pairs.

kp/k see k/kp
k/n see p/kp

kp/gb
/kpfri/ Tkpiri] 'bum’ /gbirt/ [abir{] 'whip®

/3kpa/ [3kp7]  'to die' /30b5/ {3gb3] 'to faint'

The Phonere /gb/

/gh/ is realized as the voiced labio-velar stop.

gb/b see  b/gh

gb/g see  g/gh
/3qb3/ [3gb3]  'to faint' /30gbd/ [3ngbd] 'bow'
Jabirl/ [gbiri{] 'whip’ /k8ngbl i/ 'weal'

The Phoneme /nab

/ngb/ is considered as a single unit. It is realized as the

pre-nasalized labio-velar step. It is vciced.

ngb/9 see  n/ngb

ngb/ob  see  ab/nab

ngb/ng  see  na/ngb
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The Phoneme /w/

/w/ is realized as the voiced labio-velar glide [w] in some
environments and in others it is realized as the voiced velar fricative

[y]. [w] precedes only back vowels. [w] might be found tc precede

the central vowel [a] in a few words. This situaticn is caused hy the
occurrence of [u] and [a] togethber most probably in 2 compound word.

The {u] in this case is suppressed and what remains is [al. This is the
case with a word like [3wl-akdrd] 'sugar cane' which is realized as
[ewd-kar3]. [yl precedes nen-back vowels. The distribution 1is as

follows.

/W ——= [y]1/-v [=~back]

[w] / -v [+ back]

Tre follwoing words are illustrations of this distribution.

[shys] /sawd/ tstart' (vehicle)
[5yd] /owd/ 'tadpole’
[ciyirf] /tstwir{/ 'tickle'
[&wu] /8wt ] /éwi/ 'elephant grass'
CodmG1 /wdmd/ 'rerain' "
w/g see  g/w
w/y

/wi/ [will  'grind' /yt/ [yi] 'roast'
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3.2. Vowels

3.2.1. Phonetic Realization

Esimbi has nine vowels, three front vowels, three central and
three back vowels. Ot of the nine vowels only eight of them are per-
tinert or distinctive. The central unrounded high vowel {+] is only
an allophone of the high back rounded vowel /u/. Table 3 below shows‘

all the vowel sounds in the language.

PHONETIC VOWEL CHART

POSITION OF ! FRONT | CENTRAL J BACK
TONGUE UNROUNDED UNRCUNDED ROUNDED
TONTUE
HEIGHT
OF TONGUE
HIGH i H u
MID e 5 o
]
Low £ a 3
Table 3

The vowels have a somewhat restricted distribution in words
of the language with more of the vowels oceurring in prefixes and a
limited number occurriﬁg in roots. The root vowels are /1/, fu/, [ul,
[+] and /a/. These vowels can also be found in prefixes with the

exception of [+] which occurs only in roots.
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3.2.2. Phonemic contrasts.

There are eight vowel phoremes classified according to the
nosition of tongue and lips and alsc the height of the tongue. Table

4 indicates the vcwel phonemes in the language.

FHONEMIC VOWEL CHART

) QSITION OF FRONT CENTRAL BACK
“TONGUE
D L1ps | VNROUNDED UNRCUNDED ROUNDED
HEICNT -
OF TCNGUE \,\
HIGH i u
MID e 5 o
i LOW E 3 a : o)
Table 4

The proﬁlem of obtaining minimal pairs in the case of vowels
is reduced. There are still a few cases where it is difficult to get
minimal pairs. In this case the enviromment of occurrence of the vowels
will be examined and near minimal péirs will be used. The evidence for
considering the vowels on table 4 as phonemes is based on the following

contrasts,

The Phoreme /i/

/i/ is realized as the high front unrounded vowel in all
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envirorrents. It contrasts with /fe/, /s/ and /u/.

ise
Maf/ Tlayfd  flyt () /dgl/ [égy!] 'epg’
/isi/ [147] Teye! /8s1/ [8%Y] 'monkey’
/Kthérd/ Tkindré]  fshell! /iéntrg) cTocodile!
Jtotrt/ Tibfrf]  ar' /8btet/ [8ptrt] 'valley!
i/s
/mi/ [m7] 'swallow' /mE/ [m3] 'mould’
/kirf/ [kyfrl] 'swear’ ' /kdrd/ [kdrd] 'report?
/kéti/ [kéty?] ‘mountaip’ /Kéta/ ‘tree!
/SbTri/ [&biri] '"rain! /8béra/ 'wall'
i/u
/zi/ [21] 'winnow' /247 [24] 'kill!
/tsV/ [cl] "touch' /tsi/ {tsd] ‘'rotten'
/st/ [&1] "look after’ /sG/ [sd] tdescend’
[kirl/ [kyfir{] ‘'swear' /kird/ [kded] ttie
/m¥/ im¥] tswallow' /mi/ [m:] 'drink'/'smoke!

The Phonere /e/

/e/ is always realized as the mid front unrounded vowel. It
is a phoneme on the basis of its contrast with other vowel sounds with

which it constitutes suspicious pairs. Such sounds are [il [e] and

(2],

eli see ile
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e/e
C74ti7 [étyl] 'stone'
/1és35/ [és5] 'market'’
/ézT/ [8%T]  'finger nail!
/és7/ [&43T]  ‘'bridge’
/‘OP;’RC:)/ rép?m‘s] "Story'
e/ea

/érd/ [érd] 'rasemblance!

/kédzd/ [kédzd] 'elephant'

ThePhoneme /ef

/8117 [&tyl{] ‘'stones'
/€s3/ [€s3] 'markets’
82T/ (€571 'soil!
/EsT/ [€387] Thridges'

/Epdn3/ 'argument with

elders!
/3ra/ 'rasemble’
/3d8q3/ 'hamle' ¢e

/el is tealized as the mid front unrounded vowel.

It contrasts with other vowels as follows.

e/c see e/c

e/a
/ét3/ [éta] 'buttock!
/kékpd/ [kékpd] ‘'scar'
/Epdmbu/ [%ﬁﬁbﬂ] ‘plum’

e/a

/kénd/ [kéndl ‘'one!

/kétt/ [kétyl] '‘mountains!?

The Phoneme /a/

/4157 [4t5] 'buttocks’
/kékpd/ [ kdkpé] 'hut!

/apdmbd/ ‘'plums'

/k3md/ [kém8] ‘'sgueeze'

/kéb3/ ‘'pinch’

/a/ is realized as the low, central unrounded vowel.

It contrasts with other véwels as follows.
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a/e sece e/a

a/s
[dmbd/ [Ambd] 'twins' /3mbd/ [omba]l ‘'twin!
/bdkd/ [bdkwi] '"ladders’ /b3kd/ [b3kwd] '"ladder!
" /adzu/ [8dzU] ‘'mouths' /3dz0/ [3d2z0] 'mouth!
/awima/ [awlmu] 'animal /3wlmu/ 'animal track’
tracks' '
a/o
/banu/ [banb] 'salt’ /bdnd/ [bénd] 'type of
cane'
/kdrdnd3/ 'type of bag' /kdrdmbd/ 'type of

mushroom’

The Phoneme /o/

/2/ is realized as the low, back rounded vowel. It
is considered a phoneme on the basis of the following

contrasts.

a/a sea a/>

a/o
/3tu/ [3tu] 'river! /étu/ [Stu] 'ear!

/3ge/ [3ge] 'thing'(concrete) /bg3/ 'calabash dish'

/3t3md/ [3tama]l 'jaw' /otama/ ‘'chest'
/3n3m3/ [3ném3] 'tongues' /Bnamé/ 'tongue'

5/
/bdrd/ [b3rd] 'soot'(ceiling) /bdré/ 'cover' (n)

/bdmbd/ [bdmbd] 'wine'’ /bdnd/'type of cane'
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The Phoneme /o/

/o/ is realized as the mid, back rounded vasel, in all

‘environments of occurrence.

as follaws.

0/2 see a2/0
o/u
/8q6rd/ [bgbrd] 'foot!
/kewl/ [ kdwi ] 'needle’
o/s
/kowl/ [kdwl] ‘'needle’

/bddY/ [bddyt] 'tears’

The Phoneme /u/

It contrasts with other vowels

G/ [dgluré

O
[fa]

ce

~

'test'(n)

kun/ [kikin] 'canoe'

/kdnfsi/ [k3nf%i] '"sweat!

/vénd/ [bénd] ‘type of
cane'

The phoneme /u/ is realized as the high, back, rounded

vowel [u], in some contexts and as the high, central, un-

round vowel. [4%], in others.

in disyllabic roots.

/u/ is realized as [#] only

When {u] is followed by a non-back

vowel in the second syllable of the root it is realized as

[+1.

when it occurs in the prefix

If [u] is followed by a back vewel it remains [u] and

it remains [ul., The distribu-

tion can be represented as follows.

/u/ {+) /=cv [~ back]

[ul /=cv [+ back]




Examples:

[hfndy7] /hdndf/ 'run'

[kEET]  /kist/ 'cough'

(ts¥bd] /tsubd/ 'set up scarecrow’
[(wdid]l  /ndidy ‘pack

[kbst]  /xhsé/ ‘buy'

[d-571] /i-dz1/ l‘distanCe'

The last word is an example of a word in which /u/ remains
[ul because it occurs in the prefix. The only word which
is a counter example is [b3ffngd] 'marrow'. This is very

likely to be a compound word.

u/i see i/u

u/o see  o/u

w/e
/147 [td] Tabuse! /t4/ [t3] 'abandon’
/étu/ Tdtu]l ‘'ear! __/dta/ [bte] 'spear’
Jektirl/ [3xUrd) 'stump on - /&kdrd/ 'wheel!

the face'

The Phoneme /3/

The sound [o] is considered as a phoneme because it
contrasts with the sounds [i] and [u] in the same position,
that is, one easily finds minimal pairs to contrast them.

‘When put together with [o] and [e] the contrast is not very

clear, because of the lack of minimal pairs. Perhaps more
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studies on the noun classes could establish [eo] as an allo-
phcne of {el. In this case the distribution will be mor-
phologically conditioned. The following contrasts accounts

for the phonological status of [a].

o1 see i/a
ﬂﬁ_ see u/a
a/c .sec e/
a/e see e/
a/a SO0 o/s
o/a sce a/a

;

There are therefore eight distinctive vowel phonemes

in Esimbi,

3.3. Phoneme Distribution in Syllables.

There are five syllable structures, as has already
been discussed in chapter 2. They are:

v

Ccv

CVN where N

n, n.

Ccv

CSv
From the structures listed above, it can be observed that
there is a maximum of two consonant positions in the syllable.

It can also be observed that, but for the CVN structure
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which is closed all the syllables are open.

The V syllable constitutes prefixes and the only
vowels that can stand alone as syllables are the following
‘ whacktA~
/¢y, ¢, €, a, o, o, u/. The central vowels L+] is an allo-
phone of /u/, and [2) which is a phoneme on its own do not

occupy this position.

The CV syllable structure is thz most predominant,,

occurring in prefixes as well as in roots.

The following tables show the possible combinations
of single consonants in syllable onset and vowels in syl-
lable peak.

Table 5.
'+' indicates an attested combination.

-'-!' indicates lack of such a combination.

Table 6 indicates attested combinations which are prefixes.
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Tcefixes vowels in syllable peak.
[ <] £ a 5 © u
b + + + + + + + +
1!4- + + + - - - -
+ k| + + + + + + + +
g o
.HE}
n oo B - - - - + + + -
43
B ¢
&8s |- + + - - + o+ -
g Q '
- - - - + + - -
g o~ 7
o B
oo _ _ _ _ + _ +
Table ©

Table 5 shows that the most regular vowels wunich follow
almost all the consonants are /i, u, e/. We can deduce
from teble 6 that the consonants which can combine with
vowels to form CV prefixes are somehow restricted. The
following seven consonants are capable of forming pre-
fixes /b, t, k, s, B, w, y/. Again certain correspondences
between table 5 and 6 show that some combinations are
attested in roots as well as in prefixeg. These combina-

tions are /ki, ka, ks, ku, bi, bs, bu, Bs, wu/.

It has already been seen that the only closed
syllable structure is CVN. It should be noted that this
structure can only be found at morpheme final position and
whzre there is a consonant cluster comprising a velar

nasal which is not homorganic with the follcwing consonant.

The following are examples.




Jpiagni/ 'greet’ pin,nf CVN.CV
~ .
/mbwa!%q/ 'potatoes' mbwd . 13n CSV.CVN

/natsdn/  t'with' na.tsdn CV.CVN

The CCV syllable pattern is one with a restricted
cdistributional pattern. (4 position can only be occupied
by the following two consonants /ng/ and /k/. On the
other hand C, can only be /1/. So far the only vowels
which have been found to occupy the vowel peak position

are /o/ and /a/. This can be a result of limited data.

Examples of this distribution are as follows.

1 ¢, V
ng. . ) nglé '1ick' CCV
e~ k. I, 5 t.kld 'place' V.CCV
i- ng. . A f.ngl3ks 'charcoal! V.CCV.CV

is _
The CSV pattern guite limited in cccurrence.
p

The position of the semi-vowel can only be occupied by

/w/. There could potentially be a wide range of consonants

that fit in at €4 positisn with a larger corpus, but with

the corpus at hand only /mb/ and /g/ occupy this pesition.

There are indications that vowels feollowing the semi-

vowel could only be the central vowel. faf or the back

vowelg/o/ and /a/ as evident in the following words.
/mbwaldn/ 'potatoes’

/gwdal/ tduck?

/gwdqudti/ 'swan'
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CH/,.ITTR FOUR.

JORPHENS LND 7ORD STRUCTURZA.

" A.1. Morpheme Structure,

In dealing wifh the morpheme attention will only
be paid to roots and prefixes, No attention has been
paid to suffixes and derivations in this study. Morpheme
patterhs which have been attested in the languagc are as

follows:

Cv.CV

CV.CVN

CV.CvV.CV
The V morpheme structure is essentially made up of prefix
vowsls, The CV structure is Tound in prefixes as well

48 in roots. The following are ¢gv prefix morphemes:

Word Prefix root
kE-yin3 'medicine' CV~CV,CV
kS-tdmi ' jigger CV-CV .GV
kA ~wiy 'gorilla! CV~CV

Here are examples of (v root morphemes:

fox'
/ted/ 'pound’
/SB/ ‘ring'
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The rest of the structures are roots:

Ccev
/mals/  ‘'lick'
CV.CV
/kird/  tie!
/rint/ 'sink'

CV.CVN

e e e .

/ndtsén/ 'with'
CV.CV,CV
/simirt/  'tilt'
/piwiri/ [piyiri] 'fold'
The most predominant structures are:

Vv, CV, CV,CV ~nd 0V.CV,OV,

4.2. Word Structure.

Words differ ffom morphemes in that they consist
of roots, affixes and other morphclogicsl units, whereas
morphemes can be made up of only one of these word com-
ponents. Generally words are larger than morphemes, The
follewing patterns emerge from non-compound Ssimbi words:

Cv

VWCV

CV.CV

V.CCV
V.CCVY

Cv.CC¥

V.CCOV,CV
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CV.CV.CV

V.CV.CV

CSV.CY

C8V.CVl
The following examples substantiate the various patterns.
A hyphen is used to differentiate the prefix from the
root. |

oV

et

g
/ng8/ 'imitate '

CV.CCV

/oékld/  "three!
VGLV

/t-%x1%/ 'place’

V.oCYV.CV
/i-nglaka/ 'charcoal

CV,CV,L,CV

/ki-plrt/ 'blister'

/sdmbsdrs/ 'scatter'
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V.CV,CV
/t=nimi/ 'animal'

/é-hird/ change' (n)
C3V.CVH
. N\
/htmhlaq/ 'potatoes’
CsSV.CV
/qwdgd/ 'duck'
The most predominant patterns are the ¢V, V.0V, C7.CV,
V.G Ton D OV LG ,0V ., The rest of them are

restricted in occurrence.

4.3. Phonemec Disiribution in roct morphemes.

4e3.0. Vowels,

In monosyllabic roots of the form CV  there
is 2 wide rangc of consonants occcupying the C position
but there is restriction on the vowels that follow.

With the exception of /ndz/ all the consonants can '
occupy this position. The vowcls which coccupy the vowel
position are /i, 2, u/.

In the case of disyllabic roots of the form
CVl CV29 Vo is usually a reduplication of Vl. In the
same way as with monosyllabic roots the vowels that
occupy these positions are restricted to /i, s, u/..

There are however a few exceptional cases where Vi could

be a Aifferent vowel like /a/ or [t] followed by

/a/ or /i/. These are some of the exceptions:




- 67 -

/i-kbk3d/ 'grass used for mats'
/ki-yhans/ 'plantains
[+s¥b3] /tswbd/ 'set up scarecrow'
[kts81] /kisi/ 'cough'
The following table indicates the co-occurrence of vowels

in CVI.CV2 roots.

Ve

1l & &£ a 2 o2 o u
i+ = - = 4+ - - = /ucs/ = [tea]
Y- - - - - = = = Juci/ = [tei]

V, el - - - - - - - -

af = = -~ - + = = =

ol + - = - + = = -

ol = - - - < - - -

ol = = - - - - - -

Ul + =~ = = 4 = = s

Table 7.

+ = gttested combination

- = unattested combination.

4.3.2. Conscnant Distribution

Table 8 below deals with the distribution of

consonants in roct morphemes. The first ccoclumn deals with

consonants at morpheme initial position.
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- Column two indicatcs consonants that could
Tollow a prefix which cnds with a vowel,

~ Column three decals with -conscnants appearing

inter-vocalically.

- The last column deals with conscnants that

appear at final position of morphemes.

Consonant Distribution

- Vg VeV -1

+ + + -
bl + + + -
Tl + + + -
d| + + + -
k| + + + -
gl -+ + + -~

kpi + + - -

gb| + + - -1

tsi + + - -

dz + + - -
Bl + + + -
| + + + -
v o+ + - -
s| + + + -
21 + + - -
hi + + + -
mb{ - + + . -
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nd + + o+ -
ndz - + - -
ng + + + -
Yl qb - + - -
m + + + -
n + + + +
ny + + + -
9| - - + +

1 + - + -

» + + +~ -

vyl + + + -

W + + + -

Table §&.

From the table cne can draw the following conclusions
about the distribution of consonants in root morphemes.

- /ndz/ and /ygb/ havé the most restricted
position of occurrcncc, that is onliy morpheme initial
position when preceded by a -vowel prefix.

- Almest all the other consonants can appear
morpheme initially, inter-vocalicalliy and morpheme
initially prcceded by a vowel prefix,

- /n/ and /n/ arc the only consonants that

end words or morphemes in the language.
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4.4, Verb rocts,

Most verb roots are of the form CV, CCV, CVCV
and CVCVCV, The only form which is limited in occurrence
is the CCV with only one example in the corpus available.

cev
/ngls/ 'lick'

/xs/  wait!
/nt/  'shave!

/té/ 'abandon'

/mi/  drink ' /smoke’

CVev _

/piei/ [pisf] 'tilt'
/tuny/  deny!

/kébs/ 'pinch’

/dzinqd/ [dztngd]l write'
CVCVCV

/miﬁbfrfy “twist
/y3pdrs/ 'yawn'

/duwiry/ 'pick

The verb roots are in the imperative forn.

4.5.” Noun Roots,

Noun roots have the same forms as the verb
roots. The only exception is the CVCVCV verb form which

is not present in noun roots. The following noun roots

[T
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occur CV, CCV, CVCV, and CCVCY. These forms will be
presented together with their prefixes in order to faci-
litate comprehension.

cy

/é-du/ 'an element like caondle

/é-wi/ 'elephant grass'

/ki-kpi/ 'time'

/ké-zi/  camwood '

CCVY

P2 P

/e-k13/ 'place'

2

VGV

Sy t [
S é=kuru/ cluster of bananas

ki -hturia/ 'type of shrim'
/le-pans/ 'story'

/é-viri/ 'valley'

CCVCV
/i-nglkka/ charcoal '

The last syllable in this word is likely to be a suffix,.

This is because in the rest of the words with the oloi's

there is no following syliable. In other words the CCV syllable
syllable/ends the word or morpheme. If the last syllable

is thus considered as a suffix this form is then reduced

to CCV noun root. Lack of more examples has called for

this propositicon, It is possible that lack of examples

is a result of limited data, or that this form does not

exist at gl1l.
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4.6, Vowel Harmony

According to Stallcup (1980: b) vowel harmony
once existed in Esimbi. He c¢laims that 1f the vowel of
the root is high the vowel of the prefix is alsoc high,
if mid, the vowel of the prefix is mid and if low the
vowel of the prefix is also low. The vowels are thus
classified os follows:

High - /i/, (%], /u/

Mid - Je/y /So/y /of

Lew =~ /e/, /a/, /o/.

This means that it is not possible to geﬁ a mixture of
vowels from any of the three groups in one word, precisely
root vowel from one grour and prefix vowel from ancther.

Duz to some historical choanges this situation
has changed. The prefixcs of nouns arc no longor
separable from the roots because of the tranéfer 5f vowel
height information from the rooct to the prefix., In the
present state of the language the vowel harmony situastion
has been eliminated. That is why one easily finds words
in the language with a combination of both high and low
vowels in roots and prefixes. Examples:

/3-burt/ tiredness'

/bé-fngf/ 'soup'

/k5-£543/ 'shield'

Vowel harmony in root morphemes has alrcady been dis-
cussed in section 4.3.1. wherc V2 is usually a redupli-

cation of Vl in CVl CV2 structurecs.

llllIlllllllllIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIIIlIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.



CHLPT. R FIV.S,

SUFL . 340G AT, I, PHOLIOLOGY,

This chaptcr will examine some important features
like vowel length and tone. Esimbi like many other African
languages is a tone langusge, that is, a language in which
both segmental and pitch phonemes, otherwise known as
tones, go inte the compesition of words., In tone languages
words can be distinguished on the basis of scgments as well

n.3 on the basis of tones,.

5.1, Vowel Longth

Vowel length in Esimbi has both & phonological
and phonetic status. An examination of some of the words
with long vowcls shows contrast with short cnes; but in
some cz2ses there is no contrast. The only vowels that
show contrast between long and short vowels are /u/, /o/

and /»/. The following words indicate the contrast.

/my/  'sit /méd/  'think '/ 'remember '
/t4/ abuse /'sell /tid/  'araw water
/ms/ "mould’ /mas/  put’

/5ti/  'river' . /bot/  'spoon'

The following long vowels [ee] [ee] [aal] can also be
found in the language but they do not contrast with their
short counterparts, These sounds are found in the

following words,




[eembi]  'storm
[e2nu]  'container madc from barks of trees'
[kiyahns] 'olantain
Thefc arc relatively fow words in the language with long
vowels, It beccomes difficult to define the status of

long vowels as pertinent or not.

Tones.

There ore basically five tones in Esimbi with
threc register and two contour toncs. Thése tones arc
pertinent in the longuage and the evidence for considering
them as such will be given under the sacticon tPhoneznic

tone Contrastr.

H5.2.1l., Phonemic Tcone Contrast.

John Walters (1984) assets that for Bantoid
languages in general most lexical items cannot be dis-
tinguished only by tone from segmentally identical items.
This is particularly true zs far as Esimbi is concerned
because of the scarcity of words that are distinguishable
by tone alone. However few words can still be found with
contrast only at the level of tones. One possible expla-
nation to this lack of contrast is the multi-syllabic
nature of the words,

The following tenes exist in Esimbi, / high,

\ low, —mid, A falling andV rising. These tones can

be justified by the following contrasts.

———-A
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High/Low Contrast
/nundi/ [hindyi] /hfhdfy [hindy&] 'cook'
/ektru/ 'snail’ /ekurt/ cow horn'

Low/M id Contrast

N P
/fnu/ [message' /int/ 'knce'

High/Rising Contrast

/tsd/  'pound’ /ts/ ‘rotten'

/si/  'descend' /si/  'wash'

Rising/Falling Contrast

/kikps/ 'insect' /XBkps/ 'equal’

Apart from these contrasts at onc position only, there
are other words in which tcnes contrast at two different
positions in the same words, The following words arc
cXamples:
/ezi/ [e21 ] 'grand mother' [/€zi/ [#Zi] 'scil
/kékps/  hut' /kékp@( inscct'
/kity/ assembly —/Kitd/ 'iron metal'
/féd/ 'righ’ /isu/ 'calsbash'
"These few tonal contrasts however give evidence for con-

sidering the five tones in the language as pertinent.

5.2.2, Lexical Tone.

Lexical tone is tone found on single lexical
items, that is, words out of context. All the five tones

appear on lexical items., Verbs which are all imperative
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carry either high or rising tones on monosyllabic verbs,
a sequence of high-high or low-high on dissyllabic verbs,
and a sequence of high-~high-high or low-low-high or low-
high-high cn trisyllabic verbs. Examples:

/ti/ 'abuse' /tsti/  'rotten'

/%111 / [ryilyi]l 'end' (v) Jeumd/  'pay’

/fiwf}fy [ffyifi/] 'swing'

/tsiwiri/ [ciyiri”]  ‘tickle'

/yimbi;iV 'sharpen ' _
Lexical tone can alsc be defined in terms of diffcerence
between lexical tone and grommatical tone. Much has not
been done in this paper on grammatical tone, thercfore
the few examples given below ore meant just to indicate
rew lexical tone differs from grammatical tone,

/bénimbi/  ‘net' /vonimbi/  'nots'
The low tcones on the plural form of 'nets ' /boénimbi/ are
not lexical tones but grammatical tones, This 1is
because the plural form of the word is obtained only by..
replacing the high tones by low ones. Change of tone
in the following words also changes the words from singular
to plural. In a sense the lexical tone is changed to a
grammatical tone.

Jewyu/ 'elephant grass stem.

/éwi/ 'elephant grass stems'

/isﬁ/ 'calabash’ /isvd/ calabashes.
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This phenomcnon could be quite widespread in the language
but this study didn't zllow for a more indepth investiga-

tion in view of the time constraints.

5.2.3. Mconosyllabic Noun Roots.

Tone Combinations.,

The possible combinations of tones on prefixes

and roots of moncsyllcobic nouns is gquitce restricted.
ot 2ll the possible combinations can occur. With a lcw

tone prefix the following combinations can be found.

Low tone Prefix

- Low tone rcot

- High tone root

- Mid tbnc rcot.
With a high tone prefix we can have the following roov
tones:

- High tone Prefix

- Low tone root

- High tone root

Falling tcne root

- Mid tone root.
The fcollowing words are illustrations of the above men-
tioned combinaticns.

Profix-roct

L-L /ta-f/ | junction

/e-su/ 'hoe'

55—
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Y \ 1 I
e=-Wii elephant grass

L-H

/d-pi/ 'cocoyam flour'
/é-gs/ 'calabash dish'

/é-zi/ 'vee'

L-M

/ki-kG/ [kikwu] ‘cap’
/ka-gt/  hawk'
/bo~n/ 'fight'
Mcnogyllablc noun roots with high tone prefixes have morea

posgible combinationgthan the low tone prefix nouns.

Prefix-roct

H-L
/ol-si/  ‘cat'
/i:nﬁ/ 'message

/gb=-rii/ 'kolanut'

H-E

/é-2d/ 'market’
S-mbd/ twin'
/

/ké*zﬁ/ 'camwood '

H-HL

g ——

f

Jké-03/ 'pot

/b-ri/ 'type of raffia palm'

i
/f:dzf/ [{5%] 'aerial yam'
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H=-M
/i-pi/ ‘'hole'
/3-ti/ 'river'
/i-ni/  'knee'
There are no H-M contours or other contcurs with a M. tone.
Most noun prefixes carry cither a low tone or
a high tone. In some exceptional cases noun prefixes can
be found to carry a mid tone or the falling and rising
tones as follows:
/kKi-td/ 'iron metal'
/3-s3/ 'right to do something'
/sd-rdi/ type of fruit’

Jk6-yi/ smell' (n)

h.2.4. Verb Tones,

The distrivution of tones on verbs is morec
regular and systematic than on nouns. It should be ncted
that the wverbs used in this essay are in the imperative
form. It will be found that only two tones occur on
verbs namely: the high and low, |

On monosyllabic verbs only the high and rising
tone occur.

/tu/ 'abuse' /ni/  'weave'

/ts/ abandon' /m3/  ‘mould’

/zi/ [24 1 ‘winnow' /si/ 'wasnh'
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It 1s possible to arguc that mcnosyllabic verbs
have a low tone in the infinitive form and in the
imperative a high tone is added to it such that it becomes

a rising tone.

Infinitive Imperative
/o) + R 2 74 1Weave_‘
/ma/ + f o /m3/  'mould’

Cn the other hand verbs wiﬁh high tones in the infinitive

maintain thce high tonce in the imperative fornm.

Infinitive Imperative
S/ + S /mi/ sit!
/tsu/ + /= /tsd/  'pound'

Tones on disyllabic verlts follow the same pattern as on
monosyllabic verbs., There are only two sequences of
¢ither HH or LH.

/mindiy [nindyi] 'run' /gumd/ ‘pay'

/kfii7 [kyilyi] ‘cna' /ngars/ 'kiss'
Trisyllabic verbs still show much regularity on their
tonal patterns., Basically three tone patterns emerge on
trisyllabic verbs. HHH, LLH, LHH.

/nimbiri/ twist'

Jteiwiri/ [ciyiri] 'tickie'

/yimbiri/ 'sharpen' (stick)

Having trisyllabic verbs is an indication of the multi-

Syllabic nature of the language.




CONCLUSION.

By way of its contribution to scholarship, this
study has helped to open up more areas for studies in
Esimbi. In this study an attempt has been made to des-
cribe the Esimbi 1angﬁage, & language which is quite
unique among neighbouring languages. In the description
attenticn has been paid to sound analysis, sound dis-
tribution, sound combination snd to prosody or supra-
segmehtﬂl rhonology. It has been established that there
arc 21 conscnant pnonemes and 8 vowel phonemes in the
language, It has also been seen that there are 5 supra-
segmental phonemes or tones, 3 of which are level and
the other 2 arce contour,

This study has dealt strictly with phonology.
There are still various areas of the languzage like mor-
phology and syntax which still need to he studied.
Howevér this present study constitutes a stepping stone
tolfhese aspects of the language yet to be studied. After
this study establishing an alphabet would not be a

problem,

So far no agreement has been réached on the
classification of Esimbi, Various researchers have
brought up various points on this issue. This thercfore
constitutes an area for further research. Because of the
restricted nature of this research, nothing has been done

on suffixes which have becn attested in the language,

This might well fit within the scope of morphology.
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