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INTRODUCTION. 

This "memoire" sets o u t  to at tempt  a phonological 

desc r ip t ion  of E s i m b i ,  a language spoken i n  t he  North !lest 

.?rc-'--ze of t h e  Republic of Cameroon by people of t h e  same 

name. Because t h e  language and i t s  speakers are l i t t l e  

knovn 53 th  i n  Cameroon anc? i n  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  world, t h e  

f i r s c  t a sk  he re ,  i n  t h e  gu i se  of an in t roduct ion ,  w i l l  

cons isc  i? s i t u a t i n g  f i r s t ,  t h e  people geographical ly  and 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  and then  t h e  language i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  

neiqhbourc. F ina l ly  t h e  methodoly and organiza t ion  of t h i s  

work w i l l  be ske tc iyd .  

1 . 1  - Geographical S i t u a t i o n  

Esimbi i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Ilenchun D i v i s i o n  of t h e  

North ITest Province. I t  l i e s  West of Wum, t h e  c a p i t a l  of 

Ifenchum Division. It  i s  a f o r e s t  rzgion wi th  heavy r a in -  

f a l l  between t h e  months of a p r i l  and september. Due t o  t h e  

heavy r a i n s ,  t h e  only motorable road which l i n k s  Esimbi t o  

Scfang i s  seasonal. Befans i s  f u r t h e r  l inked  t o  !-lum by 

wart of t h e  r i n q  road which is  motorable throuqhout 

year .  The seasonal  road which leads t o  Z s i m b i  terminates  

a t  Benakumap t h e  c a p i t a l .  The climate of t h e  region i s  

r e l a t i v e l y  h o t  when compared wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  Division, 
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Benakuma, t h e  c a p i t a l ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  seat of 

*;h,- '7 .. . 

wkich rises from t h e  Fundong highlands and flows through 

the  region i n t o  Nigeria .  Lake Benakuma i s  one of t he  in t e -  

res-Linq geographical  f e a t u r e s  t o  be found t h e r e .  I n  gene- 

r&, Zsimbi i s  found a t  the  Western borders  of Cameroon 

d c c h i n g  on Nigeria. The accompanying m a p  locates Esimbi 

i n  the North :Jest Province. 

- ~ ~ - ~ . - . 3 i  peopl2. Set t lement  i s  along t h e  Plenchum River,  

I 
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1 . 2  Historical  Background of E s i m b i  - 

The h i s t o r i c a l  background of  t h e  Esimbi people  

p re sen ted  h e r e  i s  based mziinly on interviews with SCXE of ?he 

n a t i v e s .  Mention has  t o  be  made of Mrs Ihims Jacob, a n a t i -  

ve of E s i m b i  and one who h a s  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  intnested i n  

t h e  h i s t o r y  of h i s  people .  Some of t h e  informat ion  found 

he re  w a s  t aken  from an unpubl ished a r t i c l e  which he wrote 

a f t e r  a pe r iod  of r e s e a r c h .  N k w i  and XJarnier ( 1 9 8 2 )  w a s  

a l s o  consu l t ed .  

er 

Following t h e  views of  t hose  consul ted  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n  of t h e  E s i m b i  people  i s  somehow vaque and 

cor?trwersi;tl. Even t h c  elders d i s p l a y  a s h o r t  memory 

spanthrough o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  ?he Drcsent  c l a n  head i s  able  

to name o n l v  f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s  of cfiisfs t h a t  have r u l e d  

t h e  c l a n .  Some of  t h e  people  hold t h a t  t hey  have always 

l i v e d  a t  their  p r e s e n t  sit? from t i m e  immemorial. However 

t h e r e  e x i s t s  a s c a n t y  s t o r y  wi th  s t r o n g  evidence t h a t  t h e  

Esimbi people  might have formed one of t h e  earliest  w i d i -  

kum aroups  t h a t  moved towards t h e  g r a s s f i e l d s  of Bamenda 

P l a t e a u , b u t  s topped s h o r t  of r each ing  t h e  open g r a s s l a n d -  

The h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k  between t h e  Es inb i  and 

Widikum people  i s  n o t  ve ry  o v e r t  as f a r  as language i s  con- 

cerned-Studies  so f a r  c a r r i e d  o u t  on t h e  t w o  lanquases  

show t h a t  they  are n o t  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  S o c i a l l y ,  t h e  l i n k  

between t h e  t w o  grouEyis e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  s imi l a r i t i e s  i n  

.. ..d.,;,.:;..*-. 



- 5 -  

t h e i r  nwsic 8nd s t y l e s  of dancing, t h e  drumming of messa- 

ges and c e r t a i n  marks on t h e  f a c e s  of women. 

During t h e  f i rs t  h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  Century 

when t h e  Aghem (Wum) people  sett led a t  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s i t e ,  

moving south  from t h e  Benue l ands ,  t h e y  sought t o  c o n s o l i -  

date t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Menchum aroe. The E s i m b i  people  

were one of t h e  ea r l i e s t  people  t o  s u f f e r  harassement from 

t h e  Aghem due t o  t h i s  p o l i c y  of c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

Around 1850 they  were harassed  and brought under t h e  con- 

t r o l  of some Aghem c h i e f s  o therwise  knwon as "batum" s 

Peace t rea t ies  a f t e r  w a r s  g ran ted  t h e  Aghem c h i e f s  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  s X , l c t  compulsory palm o i l  t r i b u t e  from t h e  E s i r n h i  

people  

of power, 

I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  Century t h e  Esimbi people t r a .  
k- 

ded wi th  ESU, exchanging oil,,hoes an2 matche ts ,  As good 

craf t smen t h e  Z s i m b i  people produced f i s h i n g  wts which 

w e r e  bought by Ide people  ir. exchange €or women captured 

from o t h e r  groups.  

Although Cameroon formal ly  came under German con-. 

t r o l  i n  1884 most of t h e  coun t ry  remained under t h e  c o n t r o l  

Of local c h i e f s  u n t i l  t h e  beginnina of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  centu-  

ry .  The f i r s t  contact of t h e  E s i m b i  w i t h  Europeans was i n  
i 

i 1907. T h e i r  resistance t o  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  l e d  t o  s e v e r a l  

I e x p e d i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  them d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of German 



C a l C  iizati.cn of Cameroon. The f i r s t  expedi t ion was 

cz.rric3 o u t  ucder t h e  leadersh ip  sf t he  German army 

Cnmmacrler C-launing . 

During t h e  German w a r ,  they again faced 

*- -n;ee expedi t ions ,  under t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Wun 

; ~ e ~ g l e ,  The l a s t  and most d e s t r u c t i v e  of t he  expedi- 

t i o n s  took p lace  when t h e  people k i l l e d  a Germar ,  Ser- 

geant nnc! a .rrhol? detachment. T h i . s  expedi t ion was so 

szveve t h t  they decided t o  dispersn from t h e  o r i g i -  

na l  t h ree  nain vi l laqjes ,  Benaklinz3 Ijenahundu and 

Bcnzgucii to a w i d e r  area. They had r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it 

was r i sky  .. l i v i n g  toge the rD This  led t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment of t he  hamlst p a t t e r n  of se t t lement  and t h e  

increase  of v i l l a g e s  from t h r e e  t o  t en .  

Basically t h e  Esimbi peo21e are peasant 

farmers. Fzrrning h e r e ,  i s  however subsistent.  Crops 

which are grown includeoocoyamsi ma ize ,  cassavas,  

groundnuts and rice, Only surpl.usos are sold t o  neigh- 

bourincj towns l i k e  Wum and Bamenda. 

Fishing i s  done on a local scale i n  t h e  Menchum 

river. Like f i sh ing ,  hunt ing of w i l d  animahoccupy 

some of t h e  E s i m b i  people e s p e c i a l l y  during t h e  dry sea- 

http://iizati.cn


ses ?.TC n x k e t e d .  So far  no cash  crops are proddced 

tl.ere. 

ml- liie popu la t ion  of E s i x b i  i s  estimated a t  

"''"ct ~ w e n t y  f i v e  thousand. Th i s  figcre is  a c t u a l l y  

only cli' estimate due t o  the f ac t  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  

f x b i r k  head counts .  For t h i s  reason a c c u r a t e  i n f o r -  

natior? &out  the number of people r e s i d i n g  i n  t h i s  

rcglon has  not always been g o t t e n  d u r i n g  censuses .  

S c r x  of fler c l o s e s t  neiqh5ours  ine lude  Iiudele 

F'Lul:~::n,  i3efa2.9, 3su ant2 Wum- I t  i s  however s u r p r i s i n g  

t o  ::.;te t h a t  E s i m b i  has  no l i n g u i s t i c  i i n k s  with t h e s e  

peopl-. Rather, she has moye l e x i c a l  a f f i n i t i e s  w i t h  

Asunbo, one of t h e  1angua:es of Akwaya 

1.5 The Lanauage 

1.5.1. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

S t a i l c u p  (1980a) c l a s s i f i e s  E s i n b i  as one of 

t h e  languages t h a t  make up t h e  Tivoid branch which 

f a l l s  under t h e  Ban to idSu5 ,g roup  of Benue-Congo langua- 

ges, There h a s  however Seen a lot ofuncer ta in ty  as  f a r  

as t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of Bantoid languages is concerned. 
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; on Bantoid i < iges c l a  i .- 
f i ed ,  T i v o i d  languages a s  Mon-Bantu Bantoid whereas 

more r ecen t  s t u d i e s  c l a s s i f y  them eitner under Narrow 

Bantu or Bantu 1anuuageseGreenberg 41953) proposed 

t h e  following hypothesis 

Bantoid 

Tiv B i t a r e  Batu Ydoro ZFambiia Bute Bantu 

The s i g n i f i c a n t  woint - of t h i s  pro9oszl i s  t h a t  Ban tu  

i s  a cord ina te  branch with Tiv and o t h e r  branches 

within Bantoid 

?Jlillianson (1371 ) considered Tiv as par t  of 

the Non-Bant!; group i n  he’r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  She d i v i -  

ded the Bantoid languages i n t o  Non-Bantu and wide 

Bantu 

Bantoid 

i 
1 
Non-Bantu-- 
f 

Wide-Bantu 
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The other g r o ~  d-~ich L..s carried out a mre recent 

zLL$Y on Patoid lmquages classify Timid mder Narrow Bantu 

a c  Santu languages*Bastin, Coupez and de Halleux 

( i 9 9 3 )  ma-?e the following classificztion. 

aantoid 

I 
Bantu 

I I 
Fbzm Ilkan Marrow E m t u  

I 
Equatorial 
- 
Tivoid 

The most recent classification is that of ALCAM (P 360) 

According to .ALLXI Esixbi w i l l  be classified as fol- 

lows * 
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BENUE - CONGO 

-ZL- 

TIGOID 
I 

ESIHBI 

Esimbi f a l l s  under Tivoid languages which are  

spoken both a t  t he  >Jestern borders  of Cameroon and by 

some one Ki l l i on  people i n  Nigeria, T h e  T ivo ic?  a r a  as 

ind ica t e6  on t h e  following maps extends from t h e  Nes- 

t e r n  borsers of Cameroon i n t o  the  Nigerian region a j a -  

c e n t  t o  It, 



0 

T 
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The followinq a r e  Tivoid languages spoken i n  

h- : ?- 4 < . . ~ . . - * - , %  :: 

-~ Kunshi 

- Otank 

- Emane 

- Icheve 

- Want  

-_ Bitanz 

- Abon 

- Satu ,  

According t o  krause (192s)  i n  John El. b7atterS' 

a r t i c l e  '"Bantoid Overview" Bantoid languages are langua- 

ges whic3 d i s p l a y  c e r t a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  vocabulary 

with Bantu but  which grammatically r ep resen t  a Pre-Bantu 

s tage  both typologica l ly  and h i s t o r i c a l l y .  

Guthrie ( 1 9 4 8  Jacquot and  Richardson (19555 
45d 

following hi inkhe t e r m  t o  r e f e r  t o  languages t h a t  have 

noun classes l i k e  those of Bantu languages but  whose 

n3un prefixes, concordial  e lements  and vocabulary,pre- 

sumably 30 not  show any r -u la r  ~ r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  

Bantu languages. 

Another attempt a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  Bantoid 

and Bantu languages was done by Johnston (1919 7 1 9 2 2 ) .  

H e  s a w  Bantoid languages as mixed languages r e s u l t i n g  

. .  
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from the contact between Bantu languages and Sudanic 

non-class lanquages and therefore as not sharing a 

true genetic r2lationship with Bantu languages, If 

Esinbi is considered as a Eon-Bantu Eantoid language 

it is just loaical  becanse of its uniqueness among 

neighbouring Santu languages, 

1.5.2 Dialwts 

Cistinction is often nade between the dialoct 

spoken around Benakuma otherwise known as upper Esimbi 

and the dialsct spoken nearer the borders known as lo-. 

wer Fsimbi, This distinction has been brought about by 

differences in a few Lexical items that differ in the 

two sections as follows, 

These differences do not actually impede i n t e l l i g i b i -  

lity between the two sections. 
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1 5 3 P-::e-Jious L i n g u i s t i c  Works -- 

So far known e x i s t i n g  l i n g u i s t i c  works on 

Esi inbi  sre f e w .  

:;tailcup R.L. (1980a, 198Cb) i s  t h e  only person who 

h . 3 ~  c .xr ied  ou t  l i n g u i s t i c  stufiies on Z s i m b i .  H i s  a r -  

t i c l e s ,  "Xou-n c l a s s e s  i n  E s i m b i "  and "A. brief account 

of nominal. p r e f i x e s  and vowel harnony i n  E s i m b i "  both 

published i n  1950  ari3 the  only zva i l ab le  works on 

E s i : n b i  

7 e 6 Pwpose and Method of Studv 

1.6.1 7urpose Phonology i s  an  important p a r t  of l i n -  

g u i s t i c s  which d e a l s  with t h e  sound systems of langua- 

ges.  It  i s  only throuqh a phonological s tudy t h a t  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of any given language can be obtained. I t  is 

a wzll e s t ah i i shed  f a c t  t h a t  not  all sounds found i n  a 

l a n g u q s  are d i s t i n c t i v e  o r  p e r t i n e n t .  It  is only 

t h r o q k  a detaile", phonological stu3y t h a t  t h e  p e r t i -  

nent sounds of any language can be brought ou t .  

Although some work has a l ready  been cione on E s i m b i  noun 

classes, nominal p r e f i x e s  and vowel harmony, it i s  still 

necessary t o  study t h e  phonology because it cons t i t u -  

tes t h e  basis fo r  most s t r u c t u r a l  l i n g u i s t i c  studies, 
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P. desc r ip t ion  of the  lancruzqe w i l l  provide 

a wider area fo r  more s tud ie s  on t h e  language l i k e  t h e  

morphology and syntax. The ph~nolog .~ .  i s  also a pre- 

r e q u i s i t e  Ecr t h e  develcpment c E  t h e  wr i t i ng  system 

of t h i s  language. This  h3s been t b e  c?.=sire of t h e  

Fsinhi  e l i t e  who have seen the  increas ing  need f o r  

the  development of National lanquages i n  Cameroon. 

Th;s study w i l l  foclis oil t h e  sound system 

of t h e  l a g u a q e ,  t h e  segmental ar?d p i t e h  phonemes and 

t h e  poss ib le  combination of sounds i n t o  s y l l a b l e s  an? 

words. The s t r u c t u r e  of syllables, morphemes anc? words 

w i l l  a l s o  be &alf . w i t h .  

The s t r u c t u r a l i s t  approach t o  t h e  ana lys i s  

of phonemec \?ill be taken . Phor?emes a r e  def ined by 

t h e i r  c o n t r a s t  with o the r  phonemes, Some phonemes 

might c o n s i s t  of a l lophones with r e a l i z a t i o n  r u l e s  

d i c t a t i n g  t h e  cho!.ce of a p a r t i c u l a r  allophone f o r  a 

given envirozment e 

The u n i t  of desc r ip t ion  i n  t h i s  s tudy i s  

the wordl defined by Weksters New World Dict ionary as 
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a speech sound, or a series of them ser- 

ving to communicate meming and consisting 

of at least one base morpheme with or 

whithont prefixes or suffixes... 

“tis is ssrticularly important herause Esimbi is 

langcage wilih unusually lengthy words and irregu 

prefixes 

a 

ar 

1 ., 7 T h 2  Eats - Sources, 

The study is based on a corpus of about 

950 words collected through the help of 3 informants 

namely : 

Unji John, G. native of Esinbi resident in Yaounde. 

Azi Paul., a University Student, native of Esimbi and 

resident in Yaounde. 

Azi Lawrencer a nurse, native of Esimhi resident in 

Etwal Dongri ttantung Division. These informants were re- 

quired to translate verbally, words from English to 

Esimbi. Some information about the history of Esimbi 

was acquired from ~ r .  Ihims Jacob, Principal of 

Government High School Mbengwi. 



1.8 Organisat ion of t h e  Work 

This  work has  been organize6 i n  t h e  follo- 

wino manner. 

- In  chapcer 2 t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  and in t e rp re t a -  

t i o n  problems w i l l  be t r ea t ed .  

- Chaper 3 which i s  t h e  core of t h e  work s h a l l  be dea- 

l i n g  with segmental phonology, 

- Chapter 4 s h a l l  be concer:ied with t h e  morpheme and 

word s t r u c t u r e  

The l a s t  chapter  (chapter  5 )  s h a l l  be t r e a t i n g  supraseg- 

mental phonology. There a f t e r  w i l l  come t h e  conclusion. 
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CHAPTEX? TWO. 

SYLLABLE STRUCTURE AND INTERPRETATION PROBLEMS. 

The phonet ic  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  used i n  t h i s  work 

has  been &ptea from t h e  General Alphabet of Cameroon 

Languages. 

2 . 1  Syl l ab le  S t ruc tu re .  

There are b a s i c a l l y  f i v e  s y l l a b l e s  patterns i n  

E s i m b i .  The following words i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  var ious pat-  

t e r n s .  

S y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  Example Gloss Word p a t t e r n  

V /Ap i '/ 'Cocoyam flower ' v .cv 
cv l k E t  i '/ ' mountain' c v m  

ccv /yl I 5 /  ' l i c k '  ccv 
CVN / p l y  i '/ ' g r e e t  CVN .cv 
csv /mbwi  I Ag/ ' po ta toes '  csv .cvN 

The f i n a l  consonant i n  a closed s y l l a b l e  can 

only be t h e  v e l a r  n a s a l [ g ]  or t h e  alveolar nasal In]. 

The f i f t h  p a t t e r n ,  CSV r e s u l t s  from l a b i a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  

i s  not  pred ic tab le .  I n  o t h e r  words it is  due t o  t h e  pre- 

sence of t h e  Semi-vowel [ w l  a f t e r  [ m b l  and [gl. The 

following w o r d  i l l u s t r a t e s  a case of non-predictable and 
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It should be no ted  t h a t  t he  most oredopinant s y l l a b l e  

p a t t e r n  i p  t h i s  lanr luare i s  t h e  CV p a t t e r n .  The absence ~f s y l -  

, G L ~ C  nasals i s  a l s o  wor tby of note.  'I L ?  

?.? 1n te-m-e ta t iop  P r o b l c i s  

2.2 .1  niphthonas. - 

D i p h t h o n g  can h a r d l y  be s a i d  t o  e x i s t  i n  Es inb i .  Even- 

tho!@ one f i n d s  cases o f  tw vowels o c c u r r i n n  tone the r  i t  i s  

easy ix deduce the  feason f o r  t h e i r  occurrence. One ins tance whe- 

r e  vowels occur toee the r  i s  i n  conpound words, frir example. 

/k fh6;mh/ ' chimpanzee ' 

This word can be broken down i n t o  [ k fhu ' l  and [;rnb?, Al though i t  

i s  rot easy t o  ass ign  any i n d i v i d u a l  meaninq t o  t h e  two p a r t s  i t  

i s  poss ib le  t o  judge t h a t  t h i s  i s  a case o f  two d i f f e r e n t  morphe- 

mes t h t t  have been brought  tope the r .  
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There  are y e t  s i t u a t i o n s  of t w o  vowels accurr ing 

together  which d o n t  f i t  i n t o  t h e  above i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  for 

example. 
/$6/ 'Cni ld '  

YEgfA/ 'if head' 
I h; tX/ p;' ti" 

Each of t h e  t w o  vowels bear  tone.  This g i v e s  us t h e  fea- 

l i n g  t h a t  each of them belongs t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s y l l a b l e s .  

I t  is the re fo re  n o t  f a r  from t h e  po in t  if one concludes I 

In  another  ins tance  two vowels occurr ing 

toge ther  is  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  redupl ica t ion  of morphemes 

i n  c e r t a i n  words, f o r  exanple.  

/ k j f fd f i ' /  : r . t y F e  ~f h l r d '  

/ k y \ k y l /  'new' 

/Enlfn i ' / 'new' 

I t  i s  also poss ib le  t o  have t w o  vowels occurb 

r i n g  together  due t o  t h e  presence of s u f f i x e s  i n  words. 

The s u f f i x  is an ind iv idua l  morpheme/ending w i t h  a vowel, 

two vowels are bound t o  occur toge the r .  Example. 
/~Ct i i ;$n?d ' . I ~ J P ~ '  

The morphene 

a d j e c t i v e s ,  probably from nouns or verbs .  

and when i t  i s  brought together  with another morpheme 

i s  a s u f f i x  used i n  t h e  formation of 

t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a consonant on t h e  second s y l l a b l e  t h a t  

has  been omit ted probably,  i n  r a p i d  speech. The conmnant 

which is most l i k e l y  t o  f i t  i n  a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  is t h e  semi- 

vowel [y] . I n  t h i s  case the words can be represen- as 1 
follows d 

- 
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1 /Pi&/ bu i ld  ' 
/egi'y$/ ahead' 

/;pi>&/ pit 

1 

I r 

This goes f u r t h e r  t o  confirm t h e  predominant Occurrence 

of the  CV s y l l a b l e s  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  language. 

2.2.2 Lab ia l i za t ion  

Lab ia l i za t ion  i n  E s i m b i  is a non-dis t inct ive 

fea ture .  Labial ized consonants are i n  complementary d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n  with t h e i r  non-labial ized counterpar t s .  Tha fdi- 

lowing consonants are l a b i a l i z e d  i n  f i n a l  s y l l a b l e s  of 

words when followed e s p e c i a l l y  by the  back high vowel 

They are LrqJ [k l  [ P I .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  is as -; 

[u]. 

fk/ --...A , 

1 I whis t l e  

lie ' 
hand1 e ' 
kiss' 

f r i g h t e n '  

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Examples 

t I [ s&&] /sE&/ mouse 

[;kid] /A&/ money 

[ k<h&] /dk$ bone 

[ IkAn;] /ikumu/ g o i t r e  

[ &r<] /kiirG/ t i e  

[ k6gyi ] /kogi ]  f i s h i n g  l i n e  

1. 1 

I 1 

,. \ 1. I \ 

I I 

1 /' I 1 

Examples 
1 [ k;pd 3 /Ap$ musical instrument 

[ o/pwuJ1 /o$iy pain  

[ plhu 3 

t t 

/ p h i /  t spend' (money) 

I /  1 I [ puru 3 /&&/ open (door) 

The rule  i s  only applicable to  [ g g )  [k] and [p].  A 

general rule  could be establ ished t o  include the three 

sounds. 

There i s  a case of labia l izat ion that  is not predictable 

a s  i s  the case here. This has already been discussed un- 

der sy l lab le  structure as  CSV pattern. 
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Palatalization 

Like labialization, palatalization has a phonetic 

status in the language. The conditioning factor for all 

the palatalized consonants is the high front vowel 

Palatalized consonants are in complementary distribution 

with their non-palatalized counterparts. Consonants that 

undergo this conditioning are [k]  [ g ]  [ i i g ]  [ t ]  [d]  

and [l]. 

[i]. 

The distribution can be represented as f o l l w s .  

/k/ --& E ky 1 /-i 
I I [ k]/ elsewhere 

- Exail* 

[ s&kyi/] 

[ okyi 3 
[ k y h  yi'] 

[ kazu] / /  

1 .&d J 
;kj&] 

/9/ -_q 

Examples 

I /k&g</ f i s h i n g  l i n e  ' 
1 /Qd/ egg 
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I I 

[ i(gyl] /Lgiy fl Y 
I 

[ Oga'] /&d/ calabash d ish  

[ &&] /wig;;/ whi ternan 
1 I 

I I [&mu] /gill?l;/ .pay 

/T]d -----3 [%iYl/-i 

[ isg]  elsewhere 

/I/ d Ctyl/_i 

[ t ]  / elsewhere 

Examples 
/;it$/ I widen' (a rea)  

[pity$] 

[ k k t y i ]  /kit;/ type of bag 

[ tylniq /ti&/ d i g  

[ AtG] / 6 t V  stream 

[ tdm;] /t&n+' send 

[ k k t s ]  /k6 t s/ t r e e  

I I 

I I 

I I 

I 

I I 

i d /  -> [d~ l / - i  
[d]  / elsewhere 

.;. 
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Ex amp 1 e s 
I I 

[ j lndy? ] / j hi'/ u r i n a t e  

[ gddyi/] /g &I:/ watch cunningly' 

[bbdyi] /'bbdi/ t e a r s  

I 

I I 

I [ t&d6] /tiundG/ pour  ' 
I I [ &iG] /&E/ some type o f  war 

/dah/ good'  [ dz.da] 
/ /  I / /  

/1/ -- . 11yV-i 

[ 1 ]/ e l  sewher e 

Examples . 
I I [ i l y i  ] 61 i n m e  

[ k y h y f ]  k h  rercain 

[ 9 Y l l Y ~  1 g h $  wring 

[ hsl a'] h6l d scrc?pe 

[ d z h L ]  az;.1.; s i g h '  

[ kulu] 

1 I 

I I 

1 I 

I 

I I /filii/ take d - ,  

In order to make it mone general the rule can 

be written as follows. 

/k, g 9  q g ,  t ,  d ,  1/+ [k& gY9 9gY9 ~ Y P  dY9 l Y l /  Y 
i - 

[k ,  4 9  g g 9  t 9  a9 1 1  
I el sewhere ' 

These sounds are palatalized when followed by [i] and 

remain same elsewhere. 
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2.2  4 Pre-Nasalized Consonants 

A pre-nasal ized consonant i s  a sequence of a 

nasa l  p lus  another  consonant. I t  i s  necessary t o  deter- 

mine whether t n e s e  c o n s t i t u t e  one sound o r  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  

sounds, I n  some languages pre-nasalized consonants make 

up two d i s t i n c t i v e  sounds but  i n  E s i m b i  they form a s in-  

gle sound, T h i s  conclusion has been a r r i v e d  a t  a f te r  cer- 

t a i n  cons idera t ions .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  it can be not iced  t h a t  E s i m b i  

words usua l ly  begin e i t h e r  with a vowel or a s i n g l e  conso- 

nant sound, Some of t h e  pre-nasal ized consonants l i k e  [m31 

and [ r ~ q ]  appear  word i n i t i a l l y .  Following t h e  general  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of consonants, these  sounds occur word i n i -  

t i a l l y  and i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  which are b a s i c a l l y  t h e  two 

pos i t i ons  t h a t  consonants occupy i n  words of t h e  language. 

Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n a s a l s  i n  quest ion 

are non-syl labic ,  it provides more evidence f o r  conside- 

r i n g  t h e  pre-nasal ized consonants as s i n g l e  sounds. 

The fol lowing pre-nasali- 

zed consonants [50] [gg] [nd] [ndz]  [ggb] and [nj l  

are considered s i n g l e  sounds and w i l l  be treated as such 

under segmental phonology. 



2.2,5 A f f r i c a t e s  

[ts] and. [az] can only be s i n q l e  sounds t o  have [ c ]  and 

[ J ]  a s  allophones. 

[ e ]  and [ J ]  i s  a conbination of a lveobr  s tops  [t] and [d] 

and t h e  p re -na la t a l  f r i c a t i v e s  [XI an6 [g]. Since  [XI 
and [ z ]  
alhphones of /Si and / Z /  it is r i g h t  t o  conclude t h a t [ e ]  

and [ J ]  a r e  s i n g l e  u n i t s .  Since [ e ]  and [ J ]  a r e  only 

allophanes of / t s /  an6 /dz/ consequently they a r e  s inq le  

u n i t s  

do n o t  occur a s  s epa ra t e  seqments bu t  r a t h e r  as 

i 

- 2F - 
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I 

SEGiYENTAL PHONOLOGY 

3 1 Consonants. 

The Esimbi language presents an inventory of 

thirty five consonant sounds including two glides. 

3 1 1 Phonetic Realization 

The following chart indicates all the consonant 

sounds found in Esimbi. It will be realized that some of 

the sounds constitute distinctive units in the language 

whereas others are simply allophones of other phonemes, 

in other words environmental variants of the same phonemes, 

It will be proved in the next section on phonemic contrasts 

that the following consonant sounds, [ e ] ,  [j], [E], [XI, [ Z J ]  

and [.a] are all environmental variants. In the chart that 

follows sounds are classified accordinq to the place and 

manner of articulations. 
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Phone t i c  Consonant Chart. 



- 31 - 

3 . 1  2 PhonaLic  c o n t r a s t s  

There are 29  consonant phonemes grouped i n t o  

s t o p s p  a f f r i c a t e s ,  f r i c a t i v e s ,  nasalsp la terals ,  v i b r a n t s  

and g l i d e s ,  Consonant con t r a s t  i n  E s i m b i  f u n c t i o n s  mainly 

a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  and i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  It is very  

uncommon t o  f i n d  consonants  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  S ince  

E s i L n 3 i  i s  basically a m u l t i - s y l l a b i c  language,  ob ta in inq  

minimal p a i r s ,  which a r e  u s u a l l y  clear i n d i c a t o r s  of phoneme 

c o n t r a s t s  i s  d i f r ' i c u l t  i n  some cases, However t h e  few m i n i m 1  

p a i r s  which can be ob ta ined  w i l l  s t i l l  serve t h e  purpose,  

Where it is not  easy  t o  g e t  minimal p a i r s ,  n e a r  minimal 

p a i r s  and o t h e r  arguments w i l l  be used. The fo l lowing  c h a r t  

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  consonant  phonemes i n  t h e  language. 
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Phcnemic Consonant Chart. 

Table  2 . 
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The consonant phonemes which appear on t h e  

char t  obove have been obtained through a ca re fu l  ana lys i c s  

G: 211. the cansonant sounds found i n  t h e  language. T h e  

proce6wc requ i r e s  t h a t  sounds which c o n s t i t u t e  susp ic ious  

i>ili:c {sounds which are l i a b l e  t o  be al lphones)  be cont ras -  

t -C .  Zach sound i s  e s t ab l i shed  as  a phoneme on t h e  basis of 

i':s contz3st with o t h e r  sounds. 

I The phorieme !P/. 

/P/ i s  always real ized as  t h e  vo ice l e s s  b i l a b i a l  s top  i n  m y  

enviror,=lent. I ts  phonemic s t a t u s  i s  acquired through t h e  f o l -  

lowing .con-trasts 

/pat&/ [pet;]  I mix' /pSti/ [jGt;] 1 s p o i l  I " 

/P%/ [ P ~ J  I u n t i e  I /mu/ [nz ]  I mould' 

/Fdr6/ [pdrfi] I open I (door)  /mud/ [murd] I swell 

\. 4 ./ I 'v.< 1 /Pi& [ p r s i ]  b e n d l / ' t i l t l  / m i s i ' /  [ m i s i ]  p l n n t  

(beans) 

/&n;/ [ plqni] I ask I /&pi/ [ rnil;n~] I r e s t  I 

/Pip</ [pi/ri] 1 add'  /kpipi? [ k p f r i ]  I burn' 
P /KP - 

/p?sl'/ [sisi'] I b end ' / ' t i l t  ' /kpisg/ [kp/i'Si] sweep 
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-- P/mb 

Althrough t h e r e  are  no minimal pairs  t o  i l l u s -  

t r a t e  t h e  c o n t r a s t ,  t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of vowels i n  t h e  env i -  

ronment of these sounds  makes one  conc lude  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r a s t .  

1 I I /opi// [;pi? I c o c o y m  f lower  /&\ernb'i/ [2.'embi] s torm 

/kup6/ [kupwd] I mus ica l  i n s t r u m e n t  '/dmbd/'f'Ufu stick I 

The phoneme /b/  

/b/ i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  voiced b i l a b i a l  s top i n  a l l  e n v i -  

ronments of occur rence .  It c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  other b i l a b i a l  

I sounds as well as w i t h  stops w i t h  which it forms suswi-  

c i o u s  pa i r s .  

b/P see P/b 
_I 

b /n - 

I I ,ha&/ [barn] 1 c o r n  mousse '  /rnbhyi/ type of dance 
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The p:ionane /p /  

16 1 is  realizec? as the voiced bLlalxia3- fricative- h where 

ver it appears. It contrasts witbf.l-o- b i l a b i a l  s u n d s .  

as follows. 

see 

B / b  see - b/P> 

1 I I / t s ' i p i /  [ c ' i ~ i ]  c r o s s  / t i m Q  [ t i m i ' ]  d i g '  

/pa'tay [pdtg] spoil' 
1 /I?iz/ [In;] moula'  I 

P /xb .- 
I 1 I /+6/ [$SI palm t ree  /5rn%S/ twin' 

/;PA/ [ep;] hut for w;i~od '  /k@mb;\ Critrc eviay 
I -I I 

The phoneme /mb/ 

/mb/ i s  r ea l i zed  as the voiced pre-nasalizcd ' J i l ab i a l  

stop. It is a single unit and is casilderec? a s  a phonnmr 

by its contrssts with other Silabi-2 sounds. 
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m b  /m 

Due t o  t h e  l a c k  of minimal pa i r s  t h e  vowels t h a t  f o l l o w  

t h e  sounds s h c l l  bo t a k e n  i n t o  cons i z l e ra t ion .  

- 

1 I I /n&nb6/ [n<nbG] dragf  /z&nu/ bear 

/b&sumbu/ l i f e  p l n n t '  /%mu/ g o i t r e '  ' 

/y&nb8(/ [ yi'mb6] /cj&ng/ separzte  ( f i g h t e r s )  

I 1 

1 I 

The phoneme /n/ 

/m/ remains t h e  b i l a b i a l  n a s a l  i n  a l l  environments of 

occur rence ,  I t  i s  always vo iced .  It  c o n t r a s t s  with b i l a -  

b i a l  sounds as  well as nasa l  sounds.  

I , 1 I / m i p i /  [mi&] r e s t  /p<n~/ [ping]  mend' 

/misi7 [ m.i%<] plnnt (bezns) / j d m < /  ext inguish '  I I 1 

I .  I I 1 /S-tlmZ/ [ +t5m5] jaw /t&i.Q collnt 

/&S/ [ d & m a / ]  g r o m  (animal) /ka-&396/ 'hamlet 
1 1 / ,.:, I 
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The phonome $1 
/f/ is r q i z e d  as the  voice l?ss  labio-dental  f r i c a t i v e  

i n  all environnents.  . . 

'/v 
When t h e  suspicious p a i r  f / v  i s  considered one might be 

temptef! t o  conclude t h ? t  they a r e  allophones because [ f ]  

i s  almost a l w a y s  followed by t h e  back vowel [ u ]  

t r a l  vowels [t] and [ a ]  f o r  example: 

and cen- 

/ d f Q  [~ufu] / ., I 1Jlow I ( r i r e )  

/&u'inbG/ [ ~ftmb&] I r E t  mole  I 

/r4n$/ [f$n; J I i s i t a t e  I 

[ v ]  on t h e  o the r  hand i s  almost always followed b y  t he  

f r o n t  vowel ii I as follows : 

/vY/ [ V Y J  I fly' 

1 /vi'/ [vi'] w i fe '  

/ t i v i /  ( t i v i ]  mother 

/vi  j & i )  behind 

I 1 \ r  

I 

There  a r e  howsver, some words that,  make an exception t o  

t h i s  a s s e r t i o n .  Here [ f ]  is followed by [ i]  an6 [v ]  

by CUI. 
/bGf<r;/ [bijf<ri ] I whit? l i t t l e  mushrooms1 

/k&f? / [k&?<f%] 1 an aniinal of the cat f a m i l y  I 

/&E/ YOU' ( s g )  

/fM/ blow' (fine) /d6/ you ( s g )  

t 

The only nea r  minimal p a i r  t h a t  can be obtained i s  

I t ' 
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T h e  pkGir<>l.le /v/ -- - ..-- _-__ 
/V/ r e m i n s  t h e  v o i c e d  l a h i o - d e n t a l  f r i c a t i v e  i n  all envi-- 

ronmxi"Ls, Its con t r a s t  w i t h  [f], [ p ]  and [w] g i v e s  it 

i t s  phonemic s t a t u s .  

v(p see r/v 

-- V! 0 

r - I  .ih?;p c o n t r a s t  betw3er t h e s e  t w o  sounds i s  also n o t  v e r y  

clear % e m u s e  [v] h z s  t k e  t endency  of p r e c e d i n g  f r o n t  

vo:rels whereas 

There arc a few cases of words i n  which B i s  fo l lowed  by 

the  f r o n t  vowel [ i J .  I n  t h i s  case t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  n e a r  

ninirn.31 n 2 i r  w i l l  be:  

[ p ]  also t e n d s  t o  p recede  non- f ron t  vowels, 

/tivi/ [ti*$; ] I mother  t / ek ip i /  I antelope I \ \  

v/w 
A t  f i r s t  s i g h t  [ V I  and  [w]  s e e m  to  5 ~ 2  a l l o p h o n e s  of t h e  

same phonemes w i t h  [ v ]  be ing  fo l lowsd  by t h e  € r o n t  vowel 

[i] and [w]  by t h e  back vowels  [u] and [ 3 ] .  as fol.lows, 

I I /ewu/ elephant grass 

/~.~bw&/ needle 

/tiiarnii/ remain 

1 I 

I 3 

I n  t h e  c a s e  of [v] see examples under  t h e  phoneme /f/- 

w i t h  t h e  p re sence  of t h e  word /urn/  you^ ( s g )  t h e  t w o  

sounds can  be said t o  c o n t r a s t .  

t I I /6vu/ you'  (sq) / e d /  clcphLmt grass  
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?he phoneme /t/ 

/ t /  is  realized as the voiceless alveolar stop i n  a l l  environ- 

ments. 

i t  is considered a phoneme. 

I t  is because of its contrast w i t h  other alveolar sounds that  

/ t i / [ t y i ]  'feed' / d f /  [dy : ]  'look' 

/EdiT/ 'an element l ike 

t / t s  - 
/td/ I t & ]  ' abuse ' /ts;/ Its61 'pound' 

/ t i /  [ t y Y  1 'feed' /tsi/ [ c i ]  'touck' 

/ t b /  [ t S ]  ' abandon / t s 3  [ t s s ]  'agair?' 

t/dz 
I_ 

/ t X /  CtSl 'abandon /Jz6/ [dz;] 'steal' 

/tu'n;/ Et&;] 'deny' /dZL56/ 'itch' 

The Phonere /d/ 

/d/ i s  the voiced alveolar stop. Its phonmic status is esta- 

blished through the following contrasts : 

d/ t  see t /d  - T_ 
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/d i /  [ d y f ]  ' look '  / r f /  [ r i  ] 'eat '  

d/nd - 
/dz$df/ [ d z L d f ]  'spy' /hLndi/ [h jndy i  ] 'cook' 

/ d i /  [ d y f ]  ' look /hdndi/ [ h i r i d y i ]  'm' 

The Phoneme /ts/ 

/ts/ i;s realized as the voiceless pre-palatal africate when fo l -  
t S f o l l o w e d  by the central  vowels [t] lowed by the front vowel [ i ] .  I'hen [ts]/3nd 131, and the back vowel 

[u] it is  realized as the voiceless alveolar affricate. 

tion can be represented as follows: 

its/ - 

This distribu- 

[ c l  / -v  E +  f r o n t ]  

[ t s l  /-v [ -  f ron t  1 

Exawles : 

cc:p:1 / t s l , ? i /  ' cross ' 
1. c fy i r  I 3 / t  s i w  i r  i/ ' t ickle '  

CtsLs41 /ts;s;/ 'uproot' 

E t s S l  / t s 9  'sift' 

[t5!b4] / tsbb$/ ' se t  up a scare crow 
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The Phonene /dz/ 

/dz/  is realized a s  [ j I i n  certain enviroments and as [ d z ]  I 
I 

I n  o t h e r s .  

and [ d z l  when it precedes non-front vowels. 

presented thus : 

/ dz /  --+ [ j l  /-v l'+ f r o n t ]  

[ d z ]  becomes [ j 1 whrn i t  precedes t b e  front vowel [ i 3 

This distribution can be re- 

[ d z ]  /-v [ -  f r o n t ]  

The following words i l lus t ra te  th i s  distribution. 

[ j imb ir i ] /dz imb fr I/ 

[ j l n d y f ]  / d z l n d f /  ' urinate 

[ f j t ]  / f d z i /  ' aer ia l  y m '  

[ d z )  qos ] /dzbqgg/ 

[ kddza] /kedz>/ 'elephant' 

[dz;l;] /dzhl6 /  ' s igh '  

' s t a d  ' 

' m i t e '  

see d/dz - dz/d 

dz/ts see ts /dz 

dz/ndz 

- 

/dz>r;/ [ dz> r$ ]  ' t ravel '  /&ndz$r$/ ' sheep' 

/$-d&nd?/ I spear grass '  /&ndz;r>/ 'sheep' 

/$dzc/ [ $dzli]  'rlouth ' / I  ndzbr;/ ' relative' 

The Phoneme /s/ 

/ s /  is realized as the voiceless alveolar f r icat ive [ s ] i n 
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sme enviromwts and as a voiceless pre-palatal f r icat ive [ 5 ] i n  

others. 

[ s 1 when it precedes non-front vowels. 

as f o l l a 5 :  

/ S /  , [Yi5] /-v [ +  f ron t  I 

/ s /  bocoms [ 5 ]  &en it precedes front vuwels an6 it repains 

'Ihe distribution is represented 

[SI /-v [ -  f r o n t  1 

'scratch' / ' l ook  a f t e r '  

'descend ' 
'bridge ' 
'hoe' 

'ring' 

'descend ' 
' k i l l '  

'hoe 

The Phoneme /z/ 

/z/  is  realized as the voicec! alveolar f r icat ive [ z ]  i n  some 

e n v i r m e n t s  and as a voiced pre-palatal f r ica t ive  i n  otl-ers. 

c m s  [ ? ]  when it is followed by front  vowels whereas it becmes [ z ]  

when it is followed by non-front vovrels. 

/z/ - [;I /-v E +  f r o n t 1  

[ z ]  /-v [ -  f r o n t ]  

/z /  be- 

The distributicn is as follows: 
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'winnow' 

' k i l l '  

' n a i l '  (finger) 

'snake' 

lnd /  is  an alveolar pre-nasalized stop realized as  such in all 

envii-om-nts of occurrence. 

other s?l.nZs. 

I t  i s  a single unit which contrasts with 

Re Phoneme /ndz/ 

/ndz/ is the voiced pre-nasalized alveolar a f f r ica te  which 

hecone; the pre-palatal 

front vowel [ i  1 and ren-ains [ndz] wbne fol lmed by non-front vowels. 

pre-nasalized a f f r ica te  when followed by the 

I 



- 44 - 

%e following f O W 1 3 r  represents the distribution. 

/ndz/ j [ n j l  /-v [ +  f r o n t ]  

[ ndz 1 /-v [ -  f ron t  3 

The following examples illustrate this distributior.. 

[ ! n j l ]  /indz!/ 

[ k b n j f r f ]  / kbndz f r r /  

[ b ~ d z s r $ ]  /&ndz;r$/ 'sheep' 

[! ndzbrh 1 / I  ndzbrb/ 

'a type of juju' 

' a  type of juju' 

'relative 

ndz/nd see nd/ndz 

The Phonene /n/ 

/n/ is realize6 as the voiced alveolar nasal. It is  established 

as a phoneme on t h e  basis of its contrast with other nasal SOU&- 

n/m see rrJn - - 

- d o  
/ t M  [tSnS] ' circumcise ' / t&6/ ' count ' 
/ t t t n f /  [ j t t n ; ]  'base' (of tree) [ 6 c f ~ f ]  'fear' 
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/P/ is  realized as  the voiced palatal  rasal. I t  i s  known t o  

c ? ~ t r c s t  with other nasals even though no miniral pairs everge. 

The Phoneme /1/ 

/1/ is realize2 as the voiced alveolar l a t e ra l  i n  a l l  environ- 

ments. I t  is known to contrast with other sounds. 

see d / l  - l/d " - 

- l/r 
/h6l6/  [ h 6 l 6 ]  'pack' /h&-6/ [h6r63 'divert '  

/'enad I 6/ 'clay' /Fqo6rti/ 'chin' 

/ k f l  f /  [ k y f l y f ]  ' remik '  / k f r f /  [ k y i r i ]  'swear' 

/k6!6/ [ k 6 \ 6 ]  'meet' ' t i e '  
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L h  
/ I  i/ [ I y f l  'hide' /yr/ EyYl 'plant' (corn) 

/ l 6 /  E I61 'go out' /yG/ Cy61 ' roast '  

/r/ is the alveolar vibr'ant realized as  such i n  a l l  environments. 

1: j r  voiced. 

rlr 
/ r i ih t ; /  [ r6hA] 'poison' fvb) /y;h;/ 'weed' 

/ r i /  [ r l ]  'eat '  / v i /  [ y Y l  'plant' (corn) 

r / d  -. - 

/ r f /  'eit ' / d i /  [ d y f ]  ' l ook '  

/Y/ i s  realized as the voiced palatal  g l ide  or  semi-vowel. I t  

contrasts with alveolar sounds. 

Y/r see ~ 

Y!k see _Ir 

y/1 see & 

' k i l l '  

i i 1 'winnow' 
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V-e Phoneme /k/ - 

/k/ i s  realized as the voiceless velar stop in  a l l  environments 

I t  contrasts with its voiced counterpart and the voiceless labio-velar 

stop. 

k/lcp 

/ k f r f /  [ k y f r f ]  ' swear ' / k p i r i /  [ k p f r i l  'burn' 

/ k; k'i s; / [ k; k; 5 ;  ] * " # ,  'hoof ' /It\ k p  f sT/ [ k; kp I s I 'maggot ' 

R e  Phoneire / g /  

/g/ i s  always realized as the voiced velar stop. I t  contrast 

with other velar a s  well as labio-velar sounds. 

gl.r 
/$+/ [3naI  'thing' (concrete) />w>/  [ ;$I tadpole 

/g;rnu'/ [ gtrnii] 'pay' /w;sii/ [w;sii] 'geminate' 

i 
/ g i i  I/ [ q y f i y i ]  'wring' /gb fr f /  [ gb f r f  1 'whip' ~ 

~ 

/nArn2/ [ ?'am23 'separate' (fighters) /gbh-S/ ' S e w '  
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- Tine Phonepe /qo/ 

/qg/ is  considered a single u n i t  and is  realized as the pre- 

nasnlizec! velar stop. I t  is always voiced. 

The Ph0nem.e / q /  

/Q/ is  realized as the voiced velar n2s2l i n  a l l  environments. 

I t  contrasts with other velars as w e l l  as pre-nasalized sounds. 
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The Phoneme /kp/ -. 

/b/ is realized as the voiceless labio-velar stop. I t  is 

recojyiized as a phorwe on the basis of its contrast w i t h  other sour&, 

with which it forms suspicious pairs.  

&/-k see I./lcp 

see p/lcy 

[ k p f r f ]  'burn' 

Skpb] ' t o  die '  

??le Phonem /&/ 

/@/ is  realized as  tt.e voiced labio-velar stop. 

see kp/gh 

@ see 

gb/g see g/cb 

The Phonene / q r j S  

/ q g t /  is considered as a single unit .  I t  i s  realized as the 

pre-nasalize& labio-velar step. I t  i s  vciced.  



- 50 - 

The Phmeme /w/ 

/w/ is  realized as the voiced labio-velar glide [ w ]  i n  s o w  

environwnts and i n  others it i s  realized as t h e  voiced velar f r ica t ive  

[ y l .  [wl precedes only back vowels. [w] might be found to precede 

t k  central vowel [ a ]  i n  a few words. 

occurrence of [ u ]  and  [ a ]  together post probably i n  tr compounc! word. 

The [ u ]  i n  t h i s  case is  suppressed and what rerrains is  [ a  1. 

case vith a word l ike  [>wb-ak;rS] 'sugar cane' which is realized 31 

[ &wbk&-s I. [ y 1 precedes non-hack vowels. R e  distribution is as 

f O l l O 1 i S .  

/w/ 

This situation is caused by the 

This is  the 

[ y ]  /-v [ -  back]  

[ w ]  / -v [t back ]  

lTe follwoing Iiords are i l lus t re t ions  o t h i s  distribution. 

[say; I /s>w;/ 'start '  (vehicle) 

[;ya] /;w;/ tadpole ' 
[ cl y; r i ]  / t  s(1 w l  r l /  

[BWL] /Lw'ul /BwL/  'eleph,mt grass' 

[ w:mli I /w;mli/ ' remin '  

t i ck le  ' 

/ w W  [ w Z ]  'grind' /yLJ [y;] ' roast '  
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POSITION OF I 

T0N;UE 
TONGUE 

HEIGHT 
OF TONGUE 

HIGH 

MID 

LW' 

3.2.  Vmels 

3.2.1. Pbonetic Realization 

, 
FRONT C E m  BACK 

L I " I ) E I ,  UNROINDEII ROUNDED 

i i U 

e a 0 

E a 5 1 

Esimbi has nine vowels, three front vowels, three central  and 

three back vowels. 

t i n e n t  o r  dist inctive.  

an allophone of the high back rounded vowel /u/. 

a l l  the  vowel sounds i n  the language. 

O ? t  of the nine vowels only eight of them are per- 

The central  unrounded high vowel [ i I is  only 

Table 3 below shows 

I PHONETIC VOV.'EL CHART I 

The vowels have a somewhat res t r ic ted  distribution in  words 

of the language with pore of the vowels oceurrinz i n  prefixes and a 

limited number occurring i n  roots. The root vowels are / I / ,  /u/, C U I ,  

4 1 and /a/. These vowels can also be found i n  prefixes with the 

exception of [ + I  whic5 occuis only i n  roots. 
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3.2.2.  Phonemic contrasts. I 
There. are eight vowel Fhcrews classified according t o  the 

I positicn cf tongue and lips and alsc the height of the tonpue. 

4 indicates the vcwel. rhonen!es in the languape. 

Table i 

FI-iCNEi."IC VOkEL CHART 

The prohlem cf obtainin& minimal pairs i n  t h e  case of vowels 

is reduced. "here are still  a few 

minirral pairs.  

w i l l  be exmined and near minirral pa i r s  w i l l  be used. "?-.e evidence for 

considering the vowels OR table 4 as  phonerres i s  based on the following 

contrasts, 

cases where it is d i f f icu l t  to  get 

In t h i s  case the environment of occurrence of the vowels 

The Phor.eme /i/ 

/i/ is realized as the high front unrounded vowel in  a l l  
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enviromcnts. It contrasts with / e / ,  /a/ and /u/. 

/ z i /  [ill 'vimmi I 

/ t s i /  [ c i ]  'touch' 

/ s i /  [s:] 'look a f t e r '  

/ k f r f /  [ ky f r 1 

/mi/ [nr] swallow ' 
'swear ' 

/m5/ [mi31 ' mu1 d 

/kers/ [ k > r $ ]  'report '  

/kdt$/  'tree ' 
/ 6 b s r 5 / 'wall' 

The Phonerre /e/ 

/e/ is  always realized as the mid front unrounded vowel. I t  

i s  a phonme on the basis of i t s  contrast  with other vowel sounds with 

which it consti tutes suspicious pairs.  Such sounds are [ i I [ E ]  and 

[a ] .  

see i le - e l i  - 
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- e/ a 

/ L r $ /  [ d r s  1 ' resemblance '  / 3 r 5 /  ' resemble ' 

/kddz;/ [ k6dz;I ' e l e p h a n t '  / s d S Q s /  'hamle' G E  

Thephoneme / ~ f  

/ E /  i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  mid f r o n t  unrounded vowel 

I t  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  o t h e r  vowels a s  fo l lows .  

/CtZ/ [ ( t a l  ' b u t t o c k '  / s t S /  [;tal ' b u t t o c k s '  

/ k l k p S /  [ k E k p S 1  ' s c a r '  / k $ k p S /  [ k s k p s ]  ' h u t '  

/ k p & r n b u /  [ k p F b i T ]  'plum' / $p&mbiT /  'plums' 
, 

The Phoneme / a /  

/a/  i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  l a w ,  c e n t r a l  unrounded vowel. 

I t  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  vowels a s  follows. 
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a /  5 - 
/drnb8/ [ Amb8 1 ' twins  ' / j r n b 6 /  [ smba 1 ' tw in '  

/ b d k d /  [ba'kw;] ' l a d d e r s '  /b jk ; /  [ bSkw61 ' l a d d e r '  

/ a 'dzY/  [ Q d z t l  ' nouths '  /;dzi?/ [;dzG] 'mouth' 

/ Sw u ' m i i /  ' animal t r a c k  ' /Zw;mii/ [Zwurnu 1 'animal t -  

t r a c k s  ' 

a/ a - 
/ b a n \ /  [ b5n; 1 ' s a l t '  / b s n s /  [ b s n s ]  ' t y p e  o f  

/k ; r&nd$/  ' t y p e  o f  bag'  / k a r a m b a /  ' type o f  
cane '  

mushroom ' 

T!ie Phoneme / a /  

/ a /  i s  r e a l i z e d  a s  t h e  low,  back rounded vowel. I t  

i s  cons idered  a phoneme on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  fol iowing 

c o n t r a s t s .  

5 / 0  - 
/ S t u /  [ ; tu]  ' r i v e r '  

/ 3 g a /  [ A , , ]  ' t h i n g '  ( conc re t e )  

/ 5 t %nS/ [ 5 t SmS I 
/Sn;?rnZ/  [3nam5] ' tongues '  

' j aw ' 

s / a  - 
/b:re/ [ b j r g ]  ' s o o t '  ( c e i l i n g )  

/b;mb%/ [b;mb%] 'wine' 

/ 6 t u /  [ d t u l  ' e a r '  

/ & g & /  ' c3labash d i s h '  

/EtSrnZ/ ' c h e s t '  

/6nSmC/ ' tongue ' 

/ b s r a /  ' cover '  (n) 

/ b s n s / '  type  of  cane '  
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The Phoneme / o /  

/ o /  i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  mid, back  rounded va.ic1, i n  a l l  

environments  of  occur rence .  I t  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  vowels 

as f o l l c w s .  

The phoneme /u /  i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  h i g h ,  back, rounded 

vowel [ u l ,  i n  some c o n t e x t s  and as t h e  h i g h ,  c e n t r a l ,  un- 

round vowel.  [ i 1, i n  o t h e r s .  / u /  i s  r e a l i z e d  as [ i 1 o n l y  

i n  d i s y l l a b i c  r o o t s .  When [ u l  i s  fo l lowed  by a non-back 

vowel i n  t h e  second s y l l a b l e  o f  t h e  r o o t  it i s  r e a l i z e d  as 

[$I. I f  C U I  i s  fo l lowed by a back v5w-el i t  remains [ u l  and 

when i t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  p r e f i x  i t  remains [u]. The d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  can be r e p r e s e n t e d  as  follows. 

/u/ - [ + I  / - c v  [ -  b a c k ]  

[ U l  / - cv  [ +  b a c k ]  
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Ex amp l e s  : 

[ h f n d y f ]  /h ;ndf /  ' r u n '  

[ k f E l ]  / k 6 s i /  ' c ou gh '. 

[ t s ' t b s ]  / t s \ u b 6 /  ' s e t  up scarecraw.' 

[ h 6 l 6 ]  / h ; l G /  'pack'  

c ktsu' 1 / k h s ; /  ' buy ' 
[ Z - j i ]  / t - d z l /  ' d i s t a n c e '  

The l a s t  word i s  an example o f  a word i n  which /u /  remains 

[ u l  because i t  occurs  i n  t h e  p r e f i x .  The only  word which 

i s  3 counter  example i s  [ b j f f ~ g 6 ]  'marrow'. This  i s  very  

l i k e l y  t o  be a compound word. 

I t $ /  [ t s l  'abandon' 

/&tu/ t 6 t u I  ' e a r '  / 6 t a /  [ b t a l  ' s p e a r '  

/bk;r>/ [ b k ; r b I  'stump on / & k $ r L /  'wheel '  
t h e  f a c e '  

The Phoneme J 3 /  

The sound [ a ]  i s  cons ide red  a s  a phoneme because i t  

c o n t r a s t s  wi th  t h e  sounds [ i 1 a n d  [ u ]  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n ,  

t h a t  i s ,  one e a s i l y  f i n d s  minimal p a i r s  t o  c o n t r a s t  them. 

When p u t  t o g e t h e r  with [ o ]  a n d  [ e ]  t he  c o n t r a s t  i s  n o t  very  

c lear ,  because o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  minimal p a i r s .  Perhaps more 
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studies on t h e  noun c l a s s e s  could e s t a b l i s h  [ a 1  as an a l l o -  

P'iLne of  [ e ] .  

pholof i ica l ly  cond i t ?oned .  

f D r  t h e  phonologica l  s t a t u s  o f  [ a ] .  

I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  be mor- 

The fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s  accounts  

There a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e i g h t  d i s t i n c t i v e  vowel phonemes 

i n  E s i m b i ,  

3 . 3 .  Phoneme D i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  S y l l a b l e s .  

There a r e  f i v e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  3s h a s  a l r eady  

been d iscussed  i n  c h a p t e r  2 .  They a re :  

' V  

c v 
CVN where P! = 0, n. 

ccv 
csv 

From t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  l i s t e d  ahove, i t  can be observed t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a maximum o f  two consonant p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s y l l a b l e .  

I t  can a l s o  be observed t h a t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  CVN s t r u c t u r e  
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which i s  c losed  a l l  t he  s y l l a b l e s  a r e  open. 

The V s y l l a b l e  c o n s t i t u t e s  p r e f i x e s  and t h e  only  

vowels t h z t  can s t a n d  a lone  as s y l l a b l e s  arc t h e  fo l lowing  

/i, e ,  E ,  a ,  J, 0 ,  u / .  The c e n t r a l  vowels [+]*is an a l l o -  

~!irine of  / u / ,  and [ a ]  which i s  a phoneme on i t s  own do no t  

occupy t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

&& 

The CV s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  tht,. ::lost predominant, ~ 

occurr ing  i n  p r e f i x e s  as w e l l  a s  i n  r o o t s .  

T h e  fo l lowing  t a b l e s  show t h e  possiblc:  combinations 

o f  s i n g l e  consonants  i n  s y l l a b l e  o n s e t  and vovels i n  s y l -  

l a b l e  peak. 

T a b l e  5 .  

' + '  i n d i c a t e s  an a t t e s t e d  combination. 

9 - 1  i n d i c a t e s  l a c k  of such a combination. 

Tab le  6 i n d i c a t e s  a t t e s t e d  combinations which a r e  p r e f i x e s .  
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Roo ts  

P 
b 

rl 

m A3 ts 
rl i d z  
x 
u i 3 3  

n d. 

i vowels i n  s y l l a b l e  

I 
+ I  J +  + '  + + + + + - 

- + I  I +  - - + + - 

+ -  - + + +. + - 

I +  - - + + - - + I 

+ + - + I  w + -  - - 

Table S 
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r c e f i x e s  vowels i n  s y l l a b l e  peak. 

i 0 E a a 3 .  0 U 

b ; +  + + + + + + + 

r k  + + + + + + + + 
+ + - - . -  - I 1 : +  + 

c a ,  
i 

T a b l e  6 

Table 5 shows t h a t  t h e  most r e g u l a r  vowels which fo l iow 

zlmos-t a l l  t h e  consonants  a r e  / i ,  u ,  e / .  We can deduce 

f r c m  t2.hlc 6 t h a t  t h e  consonants which can combine with 

m x e i s  t o  form C V  p r e f i x e s  a r e  somehow r e s t r i c t e d .  The 

fo l lowing  seven consonants a r e  capable  o f  forming p re -  

f i x e s  / b ,  t ,  k ,  s ,  p ,  w ,  y / .  Again c e r t a i n  correspondences 

between t a b l e  5 and 6 show t h a t  some combinations a r e  

a t t e s t e d  i n  r o o t s  as  w e l l  as i n  p r e f i x e s .  These combina- 

t i o n s  a r e  / k i ,  ka ,  k-3, ku, h i ,  b a ,  hu,  pa, wu/. 

I t  hqs a l r e a d y  been seen  t h a t  t h e  only  c losed  

s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  CVH. I t  should be notzd  t h a t  t h i s  

s t r u c t u r e  can only be found a t  morpheme f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  and 

.srh?:_-e t h e r e  i s  a consonant c l u s t e r  comprising a v e l a r  

nzsa l  which i s  n o t  homorganic wi th  t h e  fo l lowing  cor.sonant. 

The fo l lowing  are  examples. 
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The  CCV s y l l a b l e  n a t t e r n  i s  one w i t 5  a r e s t r i c t e d  

i i s t r i b u t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  C1 p o s i t i o n  can  only be occupied 

by t h e  fo l lgwing  two consonants / q g /  a n d  /k/. On t h e  

o t h e r  hail2 C 2  can only  be / l / .  

which have been found t o  occupy t h e  vowel peak T o s i t i o n  

cr'e / a /  a n d  / a / .  This  car: be a r e s u l t  o f  l i m i t e d  d a t a .  

So f a r  t h e  o n l y  vowels 

Examples a f  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  are 3 s  f a l l o w s .  

c1 c2 v 
'iil. I .  a r l 9 l j  l i c k  ' CCV 

E -  k .  I o  3 \E.k le  ' p l a c e '  V , C C V  

i -  q g .  1 .  a i . q g i a k s  ' charcc la l s  'V.CCV.CV 

The CSV p a t t e r n  / q u i t c  l i m i t e d  i n  occurrence.  

Thc  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  semi-vowel can only  b z  occuTied by 

/w/. There could  p o t e n t i a l l y  be a wide range of  consonants 

t h a t  f i t  i n  a t  C ,  posi t i : in  wi th  a l a r g e r  crjrpus, b u t  with 

t h e  corpus a t  hand only  /mb/ and / g /  occupy t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

There a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  vowels fo l lowing  t h e  semi- 

volrel could o n l y  be  t h e  c e n t r a l  vowel. /a! 03- t h e  back 

VC~.&.S/O/ and / 3 /  a s  e v i d e n t  i n  the  fo l lowing  x o r d s .  

is 

/nbw; I ' a q /  ' p o t a t o e s '  

/gw&Jit/ duck 

/ g w b g w b t ; /  'swan' 
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4.1.  Morpheme S t r u c t u r e .  

In d e a l i n g  with the  morpherns a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  only 

be paid  t o  r o o t s  snd p r e f i x e s .  No a t t e n t i o n  has  been 

pa id  t o  s u f f i x e s  and d e r i v 2 t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s tudy .  Norpheme 

p a t t e r n s  which have been a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  language a r e  as 

f 011 ow s : 

The V morpheme s t r u c t u r e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  made up of p r e f i x  

vowels.  The CV s t r u c t u r e  i s  found i n  p r e f i x e s  a s  well 

d‘s i n  r o o t s .  T h e  fo l lowing  a r e  ev p r e f i x  morphemes: 

Word P r e f i x  r o o t  - 
1 1 

kE-yina medicine cv-cv, cv 

k5-tfirnC jigger CV-GV. c-7 

m. -vi6 g o r i l l  a C;;-CV 

1 . .  I 

I I 

Here a r e  examples of‘ C ~ J  r o o t  morphemes: 



4 .2 .  Word S t r u c t u r e .  

Words d i f f e r  f r o m  morphenes i n  t h a t  they c o n s i s t  

of r o o t s ,  a f f i x e s  and o t h e r  c o r p h o l o g i c a l  u n i t s ,  wherezs  

morphenes can be made u p  o f  o n l y  one o f  these word com- 

ponen t s  Generally words are lz.rger than morphemes, T h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a t t e r n s  emerge from non-compound Lsimbi  words: 

C v 
vi CV 

C7.CV 

v. CCT 

v ccv 
cv. ccji 

".CC?-.CV 
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CV.C~J.CTr . 

v . SJ. C~V' 
c sv . cv 
C s-v. C7flT.J 

.~ 

The fo l lowing  examples s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  va r ious  p a t t s m s .  

A hyphen i s  used t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t he  p r e f i x  f r o m  the 

r o o t  

- Cii  
I .  I 

/iJqa/ i m i t a t e  

/w/ tz.ke 
1 I 

ccv - 
1 /qql5/ lick' 

CV ~ CV 
/b3-r>/ I s c o t '  (on  p o t )  

'i ccv 
1 /'~-k13/ p l a c e '  

7 . X V . C I T  . 
I 

/i-qqlakZ/ cha rcoa l  ' 

cv * cv C'J 
1 /ki-p&rG/ b l i s t e r  

/ s  Smb S r  s/ s c a t t e r  1 I 
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r. C 7 J .  cv 
I / k - j i i m % /  animal 

/&hiirC/ change' ( n )  
I 

C: SV. CVPT 
1 I /m.aw'l&-/ pot a t  oe s 

/gw3gC/ duck 

C S7 . CV 
1 I 

The most  predominant p a t t e r n s  a r e  the :w, v.:v, C:;.CyJ, 

~ - .a '1 G'iT. c ir . =y The r e s t  o f  them a r e  iT v .L 

r e s t r i c t z d  i n  occurrence. 

4.3. Phonene Di s t r ibu t ion  i n  r o o t  morphemes. 

4.3 .I. Vowels. 

In monosyllabic r o o t s  of the  form c?i there  

i s  2 wide range of consonants occupying the  C pos i t i on  

but  t h e r e  i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  on the  vowels  t h a t  follow. 

:Yith the exception o f  /ndz/ all t he  consonEnts c.an 

occupy t h i s  pos i t i on .  The voviels which occupy the  vowel 

pos i t i on  a r e  /i, a ,  u/. 

I n  the  case of d i s y l l a b i c  r o o t s  of the  f o r m  

CV1 CV2p Vx i s  u s u a l l y  a r edup l i ca t ion  o f  V1. 

same way as w i t h  monosyllabic r o o t s  t he  vowels t h a t  

occupy these pos i t i ons  are r e s t r i c t e d  t o  /i, a ,  u/. 

There a r e  however a few except ional  cases where V L  could 

be a d i f f e r e n t  vowel l i k e  /a/ OF [ t ]  f o l l o w e d  by  

/a/ o r  /i/. These a r e  some of the  exceptions: 

In the 
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1 I /I-kak&/ grass used for mats 

/ki -y?xn&’ p lan ta ins  1 I 

I I 
. [ t s t b S ]  /tshb5/ s e t  up scarecrow 

I [ k t k i ]  /kGsi/ cough‘ 

The fol lowing t a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  the co-occurrence o f  vowels 

i n  CVI.CV2 r o o t s .  

i 

e 

v1 E 

a 

a 

3 

0 

U 

Table 7. 

I 1  

I 1  
+ = a t t e s t e d  combination 
- = unat tes ted  combination. 

.+ .3 -2. Consonant D i s t r ibu t ion  

Table 8 below deals  with the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

consonants i n  Foo t  morphemes. The f irst  column d e a l s  w i t h  

consonants a t  morpheme i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  



- Column two i n d i c a t s s  consonzn t s  t h a t  could 

f o l l o v :  a prefix :vhich ends with a vowel. 

- Column three d e a l s  w i t h  consonan t s  a p p e a r i n g  

i n t e r  -voc a1 i c a l l  y , 

- T h e  l a s t  column dea ls  with consonan t s  t h a t  

appear  a t  final p o s i t i o n  of morphemes. 

Consonant D i  s t r i b u t i  on 

P 

b 

t 

d 

IC 

4 

kP 

95 

t s  

dz 

6 

f 

v 

S 

Z 

h 

nb 

+ I  + I +  i -  
I I 

I I 

+ I  + I + I  - 

I I I 
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- I  - 1 + I  + I  
+ I  - I  + I  - I  

I I I 

- + + + 

Table a. 
From t h e  t a b l e  cne can draw t he  fo l lowing  conclusions 

about t h c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  consonants  i n  r o o t  morphemes. 

- /ndz/ and /iJqb./ have t h e  m o s t  r e s t r i c t e d  

p o s i t i o n  of occur rence ,  t h a t  i s  only  morpheme i n i t i a l  

p o s i t i o n  when preceded by a .vowel p r e f i x .  

- A l m o s t  all t h e  o the r  consonants can appear 

morpheme i n i t i a l l y ,  i n t e r - v o c a l i c a l l g  and morpheme 

i n i t i a l l y  preceded by a vow51 p r e f i x .  

- /n/ and /g/ are t he  on ly  consoncants that  

end ‘ N O P d S  or morphemes i n  t h e  language. 



- 70 - 

i?-.h,. Verb roots. 

ldost v m b  r o o t s  a re  of  the form CV, CCV, CVCV 

and CVCVCV. The only f o r m  which is  l imited in  occurrence 

i s  the CCV w i t h  only one example i n  t he  corpus ava i l ab le .  

c cv - 
1 

/ i]gl5/  l i c k ‘  

CVCVCV 
1 

/mi‘&bi’ri’) twist I 

/y& & a/ yawn 

/duvmru/ p ick  

I I 

‘ / ,  I 

The verb r o o t s  a r e  i n  the imperat ive fo rm.  

4- .5 .,- N o u n  R o o t s  

Noun r o o t s  have the  same forms 2s ths verb 

Foo t s .  The  only exception i s  the CVCVCV verb f o r m  which 

i s  not  present  i n  noun roots. The fo l lowing  noun r o o t s  



- 71 - 

occur CV, CCV, CVCV, and CCVCV. Thcsc f o r m s  w i l l  be  

presented  toge the r  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  i n  order  t o  f a c i -  

l i t a t e  comprehension. 

- cv 
1 I /&-flu/ an element l i k e  candle  

/ ~ - v J & /  e lephan t  g r i s s  

/k i -& / 
I I 

I 1 t i  me 
I I 

/k<-Z;/ C Z l 2 W G O d  

- cvcv 
f I /&k&;/ c l u s t e r  o f  bananzs 

/ki-hhrk/ type of shr im'  

/l'C-ping/ s t  o r  y 

/ e - b i ~ i /  v a l l e y  

1 

I 

1 I , >  

ccvcv 
I 1 /i -gglkk3/ ( I  char coa l  

The l a s t  s y l l a b l e  i n  t h i s  word i s  l i k e l y  t o  be a suffix.  

Th i s  i s  because i n  t h e  r e s t  of t he  woords w i t h  t hc  CCV 

sy l l ab le / cnds  the  word o r  morpheme. 

i s  t h u s  considered as  a s u f f i x  t h i s  form i s  then reduced 

t h e r e  i s  no  fo l lowing  syllable. I n  o t h e r  words the  CCV sxllable 
If the l a s t  s y l l a b l e  

t o  CCV noun r o o t .  Lack of more e x m p l z s  has  c a l l e d  for 

t h i s  p ropos i t i on .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l a c k  of examples 

i s  a r e s u l t  o f  l i m i t e d  d a t a ,  o r  t h a t  t h i s  fo rm does n o t  

ex is t  a t  all. 
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4.. G. Vowel Harmony 

According t o  S t a l l cup  (1980: B) vowel hmmony 

once ex i s t ed  i n  Esimbi .  H e  claims t h a t  if the vowel of 

the r o o t  i s  high the  vowel of the  p r e f i x  is  also high,  

if mid, the vowel o f  the  p r c f i x  is mid znd i f  l o w  the 

vowel o f  the p r e f i x  i s  a l s o  l o w .  The voviels a r e  thus 

c l a s s i f i e d  2s follows: 

High - /i/, [ t ] ,  /u/ 

i1iH.d - / e / 9  /a/9 /o/ 

Low - /E/, / E / *  /a/. 

This cleans t h a t  i t  i s  not  poss ib le  t o  ge t  c? mixture of 

vowels f r o m  any of t h e  t h r e e  groups i n  one word, p r e c i s e l y  

r o o t  vowrel from one group and p r e f i x  vowel f r o m  another.  

Due t o  some h i s t o r i c a l  ChmgeS t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

has changed. The p r e f i x e s  of nouns  are no longzr 

separable  from the  r o o t s  because of the  t r z n s f e r  of vowel 

height  information f r o m  the  r o o t  t o  the p r c f i x , ~  In  the  

present  s t a t e  of the  language the  vowel hzrrnony s i t u a t i o n  

has been el iminated.  That i s  why one e a s i l y  f i n d s  words 

i n  the lmguage  wi th  a combination o f  both high and low 

vowels i n  r o o t s  3nd pref  ixes .  Examples : 

/&bdr</ t i r e d n e s s  

/bi-r:gg</ soup 

/k3-f &J&/ s h i e l d  ' 

I 1 

I I 

1 

Vowel harmony i n  r o o t  morphemes has a l ready  been d i s -  

cussed i n  sec t ion  4.3.1. wherc: V2 i s  u s u a l l y  a redupl i -  

ca t ion  of V i n  CV CV2 s t r u c t u r e s .  1 1 
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~g~:::--:<G:.Jif~Jk-, P H p I ; ~ ~ ( J G - f s  

T h i s  chaptcr  w i l l  examine some important f s a t w e s  

l i k e  vowel l eng th  and tone. Es imbi  l i k e  many other  A f r i c m  

1anguu3geS i s  a tone lznguzgc, t h a t  i s ,  a languag;: i n  which 

both segmental and p i t c h  phonemes, otherwise known as 

tones,  go i n t o  the  composition o f  words. I n  tone languages 

words can bc d.istin&uished on the  basis of  scgments as well 

2 3  (?n the  b a s i s  o f  tones.  

5.1. Vowel Length 

Vowel l eng th  i n  Zsinbi  has  both  a phonological 

and phonetic s t a t u s .  An exmina t ion  of somi' of t he  words 

x i t h  long vowels shows cont ras t  with s h o r t  ones, bu t  i n  

some cmes t h e r e  i s  no c o n t r a s t .  T h e  o n l y  vowels t h a t  

show cont ras t  between long m c !  shor t  vowels m e  /u/, /J/ 

and /3/. The fo l lowing  words i nd ica t e  t h e  c o n t r m t .  

/mu/ si t  /a&&' I th ink '/'remember I 

/td/ abuse I /  I s e l l  I /t&4/ I dP2,w water I 

/m%/ 1 mould' /mas/ I Gut '  

/;tu/ I r i v e r '  /&tu/ 1 spoon I 

I 

I 

The f o l l o w i n g  long  vowels [eel [ E E ]  [a.] can a l s o  be 

found i n  the  language bu t  they do n o t  c o n t r a s t  w i th  their  

shor t  counterpar ts .  These sounds a r e  found i n  the  

f 011 owing words. 
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I I [ eembi ] st orm 

[ & h i ]  1 r container  made from barks o f  t r e e s  

[ k'i yjhna 1 I pl antsin I 

There ,?.re r e l a t i v e l y  few words in t he  13nguogc with long 

vowcls .  It  becorncs d i f f i c u l t  t o  fiefine the  s t a t u s  o f  

long vowels as p e r t i n e n t  o r  no t .  

Therc are b a s i c a l l y  f i v i :  tones  i n  Esimbi  wi th  

th ree  r cg i s t c r  and two contour t o m s .  These tones are 

per t inen t  i n  the lznguagc and the  evidence f o r  consider ing 

them 2s such w i l l  be givrn uncler the  sec t ion  Phoneinic 

tone Contrast  . 
I 

I 

5.2.1. Phonemic Tone Contrast .  

John Walters (lg&) assets th2 t  for Rzntoid 

languages i n  general  most  l e x i c a l  i tems ccnnot be d is -  

tingu'i~'shed only by tone from segmentally i d e n t i c a l  items. 

This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  zs far as Es imbi  i s  concerned 

because o f  t he  s c z r c i t y  of words t h a t  n r c  dis t inguishable  

by tone elone. However few words can s t i l l  bc found with  

con t r a s t  only a t  t he  level of tones.  One possible  expla- 

na t ion  t o  t h i s  l a c k  o f  cont ras t  i s  the  mul t i - sy l lab ic  

na tu re  of t he  words. 

The fol lowing tones ex is t  i n  Esimbi, / high, 

\ l ow,  - m i d ,  n f a l l i n g  LmdV r i s i n g ,  These tones can 

be j u s t i f i e d  by the  fol lowing contrasts. 
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H i  gh/Lovi C ontr  as t 
--.. 

/h&nd</ [ hindii ] /h?nd$' [ hindyi ] 1 cook ' 
1 I /&&r</ s n a i l  /&kuru/ COW horn '  

~ow/M i d  C o n t r a s t  
I /Ai/ h e c l  I I An&/ message 

H i  ah/Ri sinp: C ontr  a s  t 

I 1 1 /ts$ pound'  /tsi;/ r o t t e n  
1 I 1 

/s& descend / s i$  wnsh 

R i  sing/Fall  ing  Contrast  
I I I /kBkp5/ equa.1 I .  /kEkpj/ i n s e c t  

A p x t  from thcse c o n t r a s t s  a t  onc pos i t i on  only, t he re  

a re  o t h w  words i n  which tcnes  con t r a s t  st tTwo d i f f e r e n t  

pos i t i ons  i n  the  same words. The fol lowing words ilrc 

examples: 
I I I /2z</ [&?fi ] grand mother /&;/ [ f z i ]  s o i l  ' 

/khkpa// hut ' /kgklkpZ/ i n s e c t  

/&tb/ assembly /k?t;/ i r o n  n e t a l l  

/<su/ f i s h '  /is$/ cala.b?bsh' 

These few tonal  c o n t r a s t s  however give evidcnce f o r  con- 

s i d e r i n g  the f i v e  tones i n  the  lan,mage as per t inen t .  

I I .  

I I I .  

1 I 

5.2.2. Lexical Tone. 

Lexical  tone i s  tone found on s i n g l e  l e x i c a l  

i tems, t h a t  i s ,  words out of context. A l l  the f i v e  tones 

appear on l e x i c a l  items. Verbs which are a l l  imperative 
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c m r g  e i t h e r  high or r i s i n g  tones on monosyllabic verbs ,  

n sequence of high-high QP low-hizh on d i s s y l l a b i c  verbs ,  

and a sequence of  high-high-high o r  lovJ-1ow-high o r  low- 

high-high cn t r i sy l l2 .b i c  verbs.  Examples: 

/tu/ abuse /tsti/ r o t t e n ’  I 1 1 

I I 
/k$l< / [ k & l y i ]  end’  (v) /gum;/ pay‘ 

I I /tLivv?ri7 [ 2iyL-i’. 3 t i c k l c  

/y$mbi$iy sharpen - 
I I 

Lexical tone c?n n l s c  be def ined i n  t m m s  of d i f f e rence  

between l e x i c a l  t o n 3  2nd gr.xmnaticnl tone.  Euck h2.s not  

been done i n  t h i s  pzpt-r o n  grrommatic,=l tone,  therefore  

the  f a y  exzmples given below zrc  mzD.nt j u s t  t o  indic?.te 

hw l e x i c d .  tone differs f r o m  gramnaticnl tone. 
f I I 

/bdni’mbi// n c t  /b‘onimbi/ n c t s  
I 1 

The low toncs on the  p l u r a l  fo rm o f  n e t s  /bonimbi/ 2 . p ~  

not  l e x i c a l  tones ?>ut grammatical toner,. T h i s  i s  

because the p l u r a l  forrr. of the  word i s  obtained only by. 

rep lac ing  the  high tones by low ones. Ch.zLn&e of t o n s  

i n  the  following words also changes the  words f r o m  s ingular  

t o  p l u r a l .  I n  a sense the  l e x i c a l  tone i s  ch‘anged t o  a 

grammatical tone. 
I 1 /&w$ elephant  grass stem 

/&&/ elephant  grass  stems 

/is;/ ca labash‘  

I I 

calabashes.  I 



- 77 - 

T h i s  phenomenon c o u l d  be q u i t e  widcspread  in the lnnguage 

but t h i s  study d i h  t allow for a morc indepth i n v e s t i g a -  

t i o n  i n  view of the  time c o n s t r a i n t s .  

I 

5.2.3. Monosyl labic  Noun Roots .  

Tone Combinations.  

The p o s s i b l e  combinat ions of  t o n e s  on p r e f i x e s  

&and roots of nonosyl l? .b ic  nouns i s  q u i t e  r e s t r i c t e d .  

Not a11 t h e  p o s s i b l e  combin-t ions czn  occur.  With 2. lcw 

tone  pref ix  the f o l l o w i n g  cornbin?%tions c m  be found.  

Low t o n e  Fref  i x  

- Low t o n e  r o o t  

- High t o n e  r o o t  

- Mid t o n e  r o o t .  

With c h i g h  t o n e  p r e f i x  we c a ?  have the f o l l o w i n g  r o o t  

t o n e s :  

High t o n e  Fref ix  

- Low tone r o o t  

- High t o n e  r o o t  

- Fall ing t o n e  r o o t  

- Mid t o n e  r o o t .  

The f o l l o w i n g  words are i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of the  nbove men- 

ti  oned c omb ina t i o n s  . 
P r e f i x - r o o t  

I .  I 
L-L /t A-&/ junc t i on 

I I /&-&/ hoe 



1 I e-I-& elephant  grass 

L-H - 
I I 

/&pi? cocoyam f l o u r  

/ O - g $  calabash d ish‘  
1 

I 1 
/&-z&/ bee 

L - F I  - 
I I /ki-kE/ [ kikwu] cap 

1 
/kj-gu/ hawk 

/Id-&/ f i g h t  ’ I 

Monosyll~!.3ic noun r o o t s  with high t o n e  p r e f i x e s  hzvc mope 

possible: combinationsthan the lov? tone p r e f i x  nouns .  

f i e f i x - r o c t  

- H-L 
I I /b&-su/ ca t  

/iinG/ message 

/g<-ru/ kolanut ‘ 
I 1 

I 

- H-H 
1 I /&-s&/ market 

/j-nbd/ t w i n  

/kj-zd/ camwood‘ 

1 

I 

I /kL-b$/ p o t f  

/&rG/ type o r  r a f f i a  palm 

/i”dzf/ [ i j i ]  a e r i a l  yam’ 

I I 

/ A  I 
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H-At 

I 
/i-pz/ h o l e '  

/;-tu/ r i v e r  

/i-riti/ knee' 

I I 

/ I 

There are no H-M contours o r  o ther  contours with a M .  tone. 

Most noun p re f ixes  c a r r y  e i t h e r  3 low tone or 

a high tone. I n  some except ional  cases  noun prcf'ixes can 

be found t o  cn r ry  a mid tone o r  the  f a l l i n g  nnd r i s i n g  

tones as  f 011 ows : 

/k?-td/ ' i r o n  metal 

/c)-s.S/ r i p h t  t o  do something 

/s3-rd/ type o f  f r u i t  I 

/kS-y?i/ smell' (n) 

I 1 

I 

I 

5.2.t.. Vzrb Tones. 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  tones on verbs i s  more 

regular and systernstic t h m  on nouns. I t  should be noted 

t h a t  the  verbs  used i n  t h i s  e s m y  a r e  i n  the imperative 

form. It w i l l  be found t h a t  only t w o  toncs occur on 

verbs namely: t he  high and l o w .  

On monosyllabic verbs  only the  high and r i s i n g  

tone occur. 
I I I 1 /t</ abuse /nG/ weave 

/t ;/ ab 2nd on /m5/ nould '  

/z</ [ Z C  3 winnow' /su/ wzsh 

1 1 

1 1 1 
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It  i s  poss ib lz  t o  mgue t h a t  rncnosyllabic verbs 

have n low tone i n  the  i n f i n i t i v e  form nnd i n  the  

imperative a high tone is  added t o  i t  such t h a t  i t  becomes 

a r i s ing  tone. 

I n f i n i t i v e  Imper-tive 
I I /rib/ + J' . .  , ~ -. i /n&/ weave 

/mi/ + ; .. . /m5/ moulel 1 

On the other hLmd verbs wi th  high tones i n  the  i n f i n i t i v e  

maintain thc h igh  tone i n  the  imper?.tive form.  

- Inf ini  t i v e  Imuerative 
I /&/ + /" .-..I ~ /EA/ s i t '  

/t s;/ i i .- /tsQ polJn5 
I I 

Tones on d i s j i l l ab i c  verbs  f 'ollom the same po t t e rn  8s on 

monosyllabic verbs.  There a re  only two sequences o f  

e i t h e r  HH or LH. 
I I I I 

/h&di// [h lndyi ]  run /gum$ pay 
/k[li? [ k y i l y i ]  I end' h]q;rg/ 1 k i s s  I 

T r i s y l l a b i c  verbs s t i l l  Show much r e g u l a r i t y  on t he i r  

t ona l  pa t t e rns .  Bas ica l ly  t h r e e  tone pa t t e rns  emerge on 

t r i s y l l a b i c  verbs.  HHH, LLH, LHH. 
1 

/mi'rnbi$ i;/ twist ' 
/t&wiri/ [ c i y i r i ]  t i c k l e  

/yimb&i'/ sharpen ( s t i c k )  

I I 

f I 

Having t r i s y l l a b i c  verbs  i s  an ind ica t ion  of the n u l t i -  

Syl lab ic  na ture  of t he  language. 
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CONCLUSION. - -__ - 
BY 17J'i,?Y of i t s  cont r ibu t ion  t o  scholarship,  t h i s  

study has helped t o  open up more a reas  f o r  s t u d i e s  in 

E s i m b i .  I n  t h i s  s tudy  an a t t e n p t  has been made t o  des- 

c r ibe  the E s i m b i  l anmage ,  a language which i s  q u i t e  

u-iique among neighbouring languages. 

a t t e n t i o n  has been paid t o  sound c a f l y s i s ,  sound dis- 

t r i b u t i m ,  sound combination and t o  prosody or supra- 

segmental phonology. I t  has b2en e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  t he re  

x c ,  21 consoncut  phonemes ana 8 vowel phoncmes i n  the  

languagc. It has a l s o  been seen t h a t  t he re  are 5 supra- 

segment31 phonemes o r  tones, 3 of which are level and 

the  other  2 are contour. 

In the  desc r ip t ion  

This s tudy has d e r l t  s t r i c t l y  with phonology. 

There a re  s t i l l  var ious areas gf' the  lmguage l i k e  mor- 

phology 2nd syntax which s t i l l  need t o  be  studied. 

However t h i s  present  s tudy  c o n s t i t u t e s  a stepping s tone 

t o  these  aspec ts  of t he  language y e t  t o  be Studied. After  

t h i s  study e s t ab l i sh ing  an alphabet w o u l d  not  be a 

p r  ob1 em. 

SO far n o  agreement has been r e x h e d  on the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of Esimbi.  Various researchers  have 

brought up var ious p o i n t s  on t h i s  i ssue .  

c o n s t i t u t e s  im i rea  f o r  f u r t h e r  research .  Because of the  

r e s t r i c t e d  na tu re  of t h i s  research ,  nothing has been done 

on suf f ixes  which have been a t t e s t e d  i n  the  language. 

T h i s  ther&ore 

This might w e l l  f i t  wi th in  the  
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