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C H A P T E R  1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Geographical S i t u a t i o n  

I The kslE language is  a language spc en i n  t h o  

South West Province of Cameroon. The speakers  o f  the  

language occupy s i x  v i l l a g e s  a long the creeks  of the coasf 

namely, Bet ika ,  Njangasa, Bekanje, Ubenikang o r  Rekumu, 

Yenda and Barnusso. Barnusso has  t h e  native populat ion and 

i s  a l s o  a s u b - d i v i s i o u a l  headquar te rs .  

According t o  Brdener (1956:13) t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  

surrounded by E f i k  f i s h i n g  & c a t i o n s  and a r e  "bounded on 

t h e  e a s t  by Lundu, by an enclave of the  Lsmbi and by t h e  

Mboko v i l l a g e s " .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s ix  n a t i v e  v i l lages :  

t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a nu%er of f i s h i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s , s c a t t e r e d  

a long  the  c o a s t  of Rio d e l  Rey on the  Gulf of Guinea i n  

an a rea  now known o f f i c i a l l y  a s  Ida-Bat0 S u b - d i s t r i c t .  

The s u r f a c e  a r e a  i s  f l a t  and on ly  broken by lagoons.  It 

should be noted t h a t  t h e  only  means of t r a n s p o r t  

between t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  is by use of  a cenoe s i n c e  each 

v i l l a g e  is surrounded by water  and impenet ra tab le  

swampy mangrove f o r e s t .  

1.2 Hi s to ry  

According t o  informed sources ,  t h e  people  b e l i e v e  

t h e y  have t h e  same o r i g i n  as the Dualas. As t h e  s t o r y  



goes,  t h e  c lan came 

sons ,  Ngasse Mbongo 

t h e  fo l lowing  sons ,  
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from P i t i .  The Chief of 

end Mbedi Mbongo. Mbedi 

Kolle  Mbedi, Duala Mbedi 

P i t i  had two * 

Mbongo had 

and Bojongo 

Mbedi who i n  t u r n  had t h e i r  own sons and daughters .  

Duala Mbedi decided to merry ene of h i s  r e l a t i v e s  

b u t  the o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  d i sagreed .  Th i s  l ed  t o  f i g h t i n g  

amongst themselves,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e i r  f a t h e r  and grand- 

f a t h e r  had d i ed ,  Rojongo begged for peace but  t o  no 

a v a i l ,  s o  he ga the red  his  own clansmen an2 t h e y  took  o f f  

i n  t h e  n i g h t .  

today i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Bojongo i n  Fako Divis ion .  

They went t h e i r  own way and t h e  r e s u l t  

After t h e i r  b r o t h e r  deserted them, Duala and Kolle  

stopped f i g h t i n g  and l e f t  P i t i .  Thcy then  decided t o  

s e p a r a t e  a s  t h e i r  b r o t h e r  was no longer  on t h e i r  s i d e ,  

Mbedi Kolle  t o &  h i s  c l a n  and move3 a long  t h e  m a s t  

s topp ing  first a t  Poka, t h e n  t r a v e l l e d  f u r t h e r  t o  Eyenge 

(a p l ace  nea r  peesent-day Idenau) .  He decided t o  se t t le  

t h e r e  hecease o f  i t s  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to t h e  Eea, f o r  

f i s h i n g  was h i s  main occupat ion.  

waves, he l e f t  Eyenge f o r  Bekanje, another  f i s h i n g  

settlement along t h e  c o a s t  of  Idenau, where he had  t h e  

same problems. So he l e f t  aga in ,  l e a v i n g  behind some of 

h i s  fol low&rs.  H e  reached Mbowa ' e  ndene but  food was 

l ack ing  s i n c e  they  were b a s i c a l l y  a f i s h i n g  t r i b e .  Z o l l e  

e v e n t u a l l y  abandoned t h e  open sea  and moved up  t he  creeks 

where he b u i l t  on a l a r g e  i s land ,which  is present-day 

But  due t o  v e r y  s t r o n g  
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BamUSSO, known then  a s  Dibanpe (ba ld  head),  because it 

was seen as t r e e s  surrounded by w a t e r .  

I t  is a l s o  held t h a t  Mr. Clause, a white, v i s i t e d  

t h e  a rea  and asked t o  know i t s  name. The ch ief  s a i d  it 

was c a l l e d  "bato ba mosso" meaning "people of  t h e  creeks." 

The ch ie f  t hen  s a i l e d  around t h e  creegs, d i scove r ing  

and s t a k i n g  ownership on t h e  sma l l e r  i s l a n d s ,  u n t i l  he  

reached the s e a  again.  Such i s  t h e  reason why t h e  

speakers  of t h e  K s l c  language a m  not  un i t ed  under one 

b ig  v i l l a g e  but  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  amongst t h e  creeks in  

fishi-rig s e t t l e m e n t s .  kr<entx;;h a l s o  r eco rds  t h e  same 
< la5 2.. 2 1  1 

h i s t o r y .  

1.3 Socio-economic Background -- I _._1-- c 
S o c i a l l y ,  t h e  K s l ~  peQple  a r e  of a heterogenous 

n a t u r e ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  

ch ie f  a t  Bamusso. They i n t e r a c t  mainly w i t h  t h e  

l i iger ians , such  a s  t h e  E f i k s ,  t h e  I b i b i o s ,  t h e  I b o s  and 

t h e  I j aws ,  *The n a t i v e s  themselves a r e  outnumbered i n  

t h e i r  own v i l l a g e s .  They number about f o u r  hundred, 

meanwhile immigrants from o t h e r  t r i b e s  (both  from 

Cameroon and N i g e r i a )  number above f i v e  thousands,  t h u s  

p u t t i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  popula t ion  between f i v e  thousand 

and t e n  thousand, according t o  Alcam. They sha re  

c 

c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s  w i t h  t h e i r  h i n t e r l a n d  neighbours ,  

namely t h e  Balundus, t h e  Barombis, t h e  Bsmbokos and t h e  
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Bakweris with whom t h e y  s h a r e  t h e  elephant  cisnce and 

wres t l i ng .  

A t  t h e  economic l e v e l ,  the  Kale people a r e  b a s i c a l l y  

f i s h i n g  o r i e n t a t e d .  A l l  t he i r  e f f o r t s  a r e  bent  on 

f i s h i n g  which t h e y  b a r t e r  on t h e  Ekondo T i t i  beach a t  

s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  f o r  f o o d s t u f f s  such a s  p l a n t a i n ,  coco- 

yams 2tc. Bishing h e r e  is dona by men, women and 

c h i l d r e n  a l i k e .  S ince  t h e  bulk of t r a d e  i n  t h i s  a r ea  i s  

w i t h  X ige r i a ,  the  currency much used i s  the Nai ra ,  rat;hm 

t h a n  t h e  f i a n c s .  

t i n n e d  food, ba th ing  m a t e r i a l s  e tc .  d i r e c t l y  from Nigeria .  

They buy c l o t h e s  household u t e n s i l s ,  

1.4 The  Language 

1.4.1 L i n g u i s t i y S i t u a t i n n  

S ince  t h e  Ka1.c language is of t h e  same o r i g i n  a s  

t h e  Duala language, t h e r e  i s  a degree of i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  

between them. There is also a degree of  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  

between the K a l ~  people  and t h e  Barombis, B i m b i a s ,  

Bakweris, Balundus and t h e  Botas. 

It i s  a common occurence t o  f i n d  8 k31.c speaker 

express ing  a g r e a t  degree of mul t i l ingual i sm by speakXns 

e f i k ,  i b i b i o ,  balundu and t h e  duala  languages.  

The Kale people ,  eventhough t h e y  understand t h e  

o t h e r  a f o r e  l i s t e d  languages,  speak t o  them i n  t h e i r  

ovm r e s p e c t i v e  languages.  
I 
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Below is a char t  comparing k s l c  t o  the  duala  and 

t h e  bakweri languages,  which proves t h e  p o i n t  t h e t  there 

i s  g c n e t c  q p m t r )  between them. 

" " 

d ls6 . d l s j  : l lhzd : eye 

gb$mG bw6m : gb&mt : goodness 

r 
The ks l r  language has  v a r i o u s  I?ames  ran by 

v a r i o u s  t r ibes .  The E f i k s  c a l l  it usem i r a m b i  

' language of ir:,mbe", t h e  Lundus c a l l  it motako qwa 

bosama "language of bosama", t he  kweris c a l l  i t  n b s s i  

ja banako "language of banaks" end the k o l r  themselves . 

c a l l  it mbasi j a  ban:, "lenguage of banal'. The appela- 

t i o n  k a l r  is  der ived  from the  leader  o r  founder of the  

c l an  whose name was T'olle. 

- 

The k a l r  longuoge is spoken i n  a l l  the  s i x  f i s h i n g  

s e t t l e m e n t s  (Bekanje, Ubenikang, Betika,  Njangasa, 

Eekumu, Yenda and Barnusso), bu t  it is no t  t he  l ingua  

f ranca .  The reason f o r  t h i s  i s  because t h e  i m i g r a n t s  



aC23ss e t h n i c  groups.  

A s  a l r e a d y  mentioned, of a l l  t h e  va r ious  languages 

used i n  t h i s  zone, t h e  k2 lc  language does no t  f e a t u r e  

a s  t h e  most widely u s e d  language. 

a r e  few and might conkinue t o  decrease  due t o  p e s s u r e  

Actual  n a t i v e  speakers  

from o t h e r  languages i n  t h e  community. 

has  become'contaminated' wi th  f r equen t  loan  wori?s from 

v a r i o u s  languages and even t h e  Engl ish language, It was 

a common experience,  while i n  f i e l d  t o  have n a t i v e  

speakers  deba te  whether a p a r t i c u l a r  word was i n  t l ,eFr 

The mother tongue 

own language o r  t h e  o t h e r  languages i n  t h e  zone. 

'Phis s i t u a t i o n  is 4 can5,ecn e s p e c i a l l y  

.o t h e  n a t i v e  speakers ,  because t h e r e  might be ; j u s t  a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  t h e  f o u r  hundred remaining speakers  

w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  d I S ~ P ~ P ,  The absence o f  

secondary schools  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  send awar yout'ns i n  

ques t  knowledge t o  towns l i k e  Kumba and Limbe. 

These youths a f t e r  t h e i r  educat ion do no t  come back t o  

s e t t l e  bu t  remain i n  t h e  towxis where t h e i r  ~ P U W L ~ ~  e 9 
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who make up  more than  h a l f  of t he  popula t ion  t e n d  t o  

speak t h e i r  own r e s p e c t i v e  languages such a s  e f ik ,  ibo; 

i b i b i o  and balundu. The whole community i s  a melsiige of  

a l l  t h e s e  languages and t h e  people ,  both indigenes and 

immigrants speak them interchangeably.  The l ingua  f r anca  

i s  p i d g i n  Engl ish.  Both the indigenes  and t h e  lmruigrantv 

use  it for wider communication, t h u s  it is  a bridjic 
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w i l l  he p u t  t o  use.  

dying ou t  of the n 4 w  s p ~ , a f t e r a l l ,  a f t e r  s tudying  who 

w i l l  want t o  come back t o  s ta r t  acqu i r ing  f i s h i n g  s k i l l s  

t h e y  had long l o s t ,  n o t  on ly  acqu i r e  s k i l l s  hut  f a c e  

t h e  tough competit ion mounted by t h e  Niger ians  ie 

f i s h i n g  and i n  t r a d e .  

This  accounts  f o r  t h e  gradual  

1.4.2 C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

Because of t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  African languages 

a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  language f a m i l i e s ,  namely; Mizec 

Kordofanian, Nilo Soharian,  Afro A s i a t i c  and Khoiqan. 

dccording t o  qrdener ,  k a l e  is a c o a s t a l  bantu language. 

Coas ta l  Bantu c o n s t i t u t e s  a minor d i v i s i o n  o f  Benue 

Congo, a s u b  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  Niger Kordofanian 

f a m 5 I p .  He  goes f u r t h e r  t o  c lass i fy  !t under t h e  duala- 

l imbe-group which c o n s i s t s  of duala ,  mongo, pongo, o l i ,  

Bodirnan, k a l e  and l i a b a .  However, t h e  Alcam p r e s e n t s  

e most c l e a r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  It p l a c e s  t h e  c o a s t a l  

Bantu languages undcr zone 6. These a r e  languages 

spoken from Limbe t o  Campo and in land .  They a r e  c l a s -  

s i f i e d  i n t o  groups A10, A20, A30 which a r e  "Lundu- 

belong, duala"  and "bube benga" r e s p e c t i v e l y  by Guthrie .  

Unc!er zone 6 k a l e  appears  a s  bakale  an nuinber 625. 
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1.4.3 L i t e r a t u r e  ReTJiew 

It i s  most r e g r e t a b l e  t o  note  t h a t  t h e  k3le  language 

s o  f a r  has  no t  been an o b j e c t  - l i n g u i s t i c  

a n a l y s i s .  This  might be because its sister language 

duala  has  been t h e  main a t t r a c t i o n  r i T h t  from when t h e  

Miss ionar ies  a r r i v e d  i n  Cameroon and used it a s  J means 

of d i sseminat ing  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  Coast of t he  Country. 

Duala has  a t t r a c t e d  l ingu- i s t s '  a t t e n t i o n  and the:- kerp&& 

t o  devote  adequate a n a l y s i s  t o  i t  before  breakin[.; i n t o  

new f i e l d s .  

So f a r  t h e  l i t t l e  war? on kale has  been c a r r i e d  

o u t  by Ewota Jemea, a l e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  Yecinde Universify.  

I n  t h i s  work The P h ~ ~ n ~ ~  of Kole -- (D.E.S 1973) he 

ana lyses  t h e  phonological  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  kcan 

r 

9""9" 
, making an inventory  of sounds and p l a c i n g  it i n  a 

c h a r t ,  t h u s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a kind of a lphabet  f o r  t h e  

language. 

I n  195G Edwin Ardener publ i shed  a boeu ,Coas t a l  

- Bantu of  t h e  Cameroons, which was more of a h i s t o r i c a l  

and s o c i o l o g i c a l  work than  a L i n g u i s t i c  explora t ion .  

I n  i t ,  k a l e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  c o a s t a l  language- were 

s t u d i e d  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of t he i r  h i s t o r y ,  

economy, geography, t h e  degree of  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  

between them and f i n a l l y  some s o r t  of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

I n  s h o r t ,  it was  a gene ra l  survey of  a l l  or most o f  t he  

languages a t  t h e  coas+ of Cemeroon. 



Afte r  a l l  if we cannot save a people  from e x t i n c t i o n  we 

can a t  l e a s t  save  t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  And what b e t t e r  way 

than  t o  cod i fy  language e s p e c i a l l y  i f  w e  cons ider  i t  a s  

a very  s i g n i f i c a n t  mesns of express ing  c u l t u r e .  

The noun c l a s s  system, which is  t h e  o b j e c t  of our  

s tudy  is  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  a n d  progres s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  

s c i ence .  The phonology of ko le  had been s t u d l e d  and 

t h i s  work c o n s t i t u t e s  another  dimension t o  the language. 

This  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ,  modest a s  it might be,  is a 

con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of our  n a t i o n a l  Languages. 

It l a y s  t h e  foundat ion for more e x c i t i n g  and d e t a i l e d  

s t u d i e s  which , it  i s  hoped, w i l l  f u r t h e r  b r i n g  ou t  the  

grammar of t h e  language. This  w i l l  even tua l ly  

throw more l i g h t  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and r u l e s  t h a t  govern 

t h e  language and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  establ isbment  o f  t h e  

w r i t i n g  system of  the language. Hopefully,  t h i s  w i l l  

be of b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  speakers  who w i l l  then  be 

a b l e  t o  boas t  of  knowing n o t  on ly  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  

r u l e s  b u t  a l s o  how t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  own language, 

d 

Aces 
h 
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1.5 Goal and Methodology of  Wnrk 

A t  a time when t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  becoming 

r a r e  and speakers  a r e  d isappear ing  e i t h e r  through dea th  

or through a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n t o  urban l i f e ,  t he  continued 

existence of our  d i v e r s e  f o l k  languages can no longer  be 

ensured through t h e i r  p r e s e n t  o r a l  mode of t ransmiss ion .  
, * *~ .I 
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A s  a mat te r  of fact-, i t .  l.s hoped t h a t  a s tudy  of 

t h i s  language w i l l  make i t  possible t o  compare it Mth 

o t h e r  languages,  and t h i s  might b r i n g  about s i g n i f i c a n t  

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  hold t r u e  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o a s t a l  

Bantu languages of t h e  Country. 

Methodology 

The s tudy  focuses  on t h e  noun c lass  system, and t o  

g e t  an a p t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  system, it w i l l  be 

necessary  t o  use two L i n g u i s t i c  t h e o r i e s ;  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  

and t h e  gene ra t ive  approaches.  The key not ion  i n  

s t r u c t u r a l i & m  i s  t h a t  lengtdge  i s  a system t h a t  can be 

broken down i n t o  s m a l l e r  u n i t s ,  descr ibed  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  

and empkrical ly ,  con t r a s t ed ,  compared and added up t o  

form a whole Given t h e  akove view, t h i s  theo ry  seeas  

a p t  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  noun c l a s s  system because  it mems 

breaking down a noun, s tudy ing  it  empi r i ca l ly  and 

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  and then  adding it up t o  form a whole. 

B u t  there  is a catch. I n  sna lys ing  nouns, i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  

a r e  no t i ced  i n  t h e  morphology where a s  t heo ry  claims 

t h a t  a language is sys t ema t i c  and regular.  The s o l u t i o n  

t o  t h i s  problem i s  t o  p o s t u l a t e  a deeper level. where 

rnorphoy3onological r e g u l a r i t i e s  e x i s t  and a s u r f a c e  

l e v e l  where i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a r e  found, bu t  a r e  l i nked  t o  

t h e  former l e v e l  by phonological  r u l e s .  We a r e  now i n  
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t h e  realm of t h e  g e n e r a t i v e  approach. Consequently, i n  

t h i s  work pure  s t r u c t u r a l i s m  is  no t  used b u t  knotrledge 

is  borrowed from t h e  gene ra t ive  theo ry  t o  f i l l  i n  gaps 

otherwise l e f t  o u t .  

The method h e r e i n  t h u s  c o n s i s t s  o f  an a n a l y s i s  of 

nouns i n  terms of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p r e f i x e s  i n  order  t o  

come o u t  w i t h  t he  p o s s i b l e  noun c l a s s e s  and c o r r e s p o n d i x  

p r e f i x e s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  language. The concord system 

w F l l  t h e n  be considered t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  chosen c l a s s e s  

a r e  c o r r e c t  and t h e n  texts t o  show t h e i r  occurcnce i n  

contex t  . 
T h i s  s t u & $  r e q u i r e d  a s t ep  by s t e p  a n a l y s i s  of a 

corpus of about 3,000 words, Those t h a t  begm with t h e  

same p r e f i x e s  wliere c l a s s i f i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  OD+ 

!lb,nL, bw-k o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  wepe used t o  e s t a b l i s h  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  The p r e f i x e s  were then  sepe ra t ed  from 

t h e i r  seems and placed i n  t h e i r  va r ious  c l a s s e s .  Tha 

c lasses were p a i r e d  i n t o  c l s s s  qenders be it s i n g l e  o r  

double c l a s s ,  one c l a s s  s i n g u l a r  t he  o t h e r  p l u r a l .  To 

ana lyse  t h e  concord system, a d j e c t i v e s ,  numerals,  >roho- 

minal forms were s t u d i e d  i n  t-he form of phrases  f rom 

which t h e  concord ia l  p r e f i x  was t hen  picked o u t .  Texts 

[.ere recorded,  t r a n s c r i b e d  and t h e i r  word f o r  word and 

f ree  t r a n s l a t i o n  obta ined .  

OLkl 
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A l l  t h e  above r e q u i r e d  a journey  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

t r a v e l l e d  ko Kumba, from there t o  Ekondo T i t i  beach where 

Qctook an engine b o a t  or f l y i n g  boa t  a s  it i s  cal led, to  

Bamusso, the s t rongho ld  of the language. 

1.6 The Data Sources  
I 

T h i s  work was r e a l i s e d  wi th  a corpus of about 1000 

words, a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of  ph rases ,  a few t e x t s  

c o l l e c t e d  through t h e  h e l p  of s i x  p r i n c i p a l  informalits  

narn3l.y: 

-- HtNES : AGE :I (IOP'ESSION: IIESESTDENCE 
v--- . 

Johnson Ewea Etieline: 
--- 

49 : S e c r e t a r y  : 
:General : 
: counc i l  : 

Harry E. Mokongo i 64 :Munic ipd  ' 
. : I s a n g c l e  : Bamusso - 

:Adminis t ra tor  
:Barnusso : Bamusso 

&manuel PI. Mbullah 64 :Nightwatch: 
- : NIDEPFCAM : Bamusso 

fTCatije Njoh Thomas . 50 :Nursing 

- 

: super in ten ;  
:dent  : Limbe 

Etcngo G a b r i e l  I 52 :Member of  i 
.Par l iament:  Bamusso 

Chief Hbola : 60 ;Ret i red : : c i v i l  s e r v a n t  Kumba 

- 

- :  
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T h e  informants  were asked t o  t r a n s l a t e  orally from 

Eng l i sh  t o  k31.z. i?our of t h e  informants  were a t  Barnusso, 

end du r ing  working s e s s i o n s  be fo re  B t r a n s l a t i o n  was 

g iven ,  t h e y  o f t e n  argued amongst themselves and, I am 

c nvinced, o f t e n  came ou t  w i th  t h e  accepted  ve r s ion .  

The d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  was p a r t l y  ve r i f i ed  through t h e  k ind  

a s s i s t a n c e  of  : . Ewota Jemee who is  a n a t i v e  speaker  of 

t h e  Language. 

Barnusso from the  c h i e f .  

.B w r i t t e n  t e x t  of t h e  h i s t o r y  was got  from 
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C H A P T E R  I1 

GENERAL PHONOIDGY OF K F d $ 9  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Although t h i s  work is based on t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

v a r i o u s  noun c l a s s e s  i n  K D ~ E ,  , a br ie f  s k e t c h  

of t h e  phonology w i l l  be neccessary .  This  i s  because 

it provides  t h e  m a t e r i a l  used f o r  t he  phonet ic  t r a n s c r i p -  

t i o n  of t h e  da t a  f o r  t h e  purposes of t h i s  s tudy .  

Consequently, I w i l l ,  - : refer  t o  Jemea Ewota's  

Phonology of  K* (1977) 

looked a t ,  followed by t h e  consonant system. Next w i l l  

be t h e  s y f l a b l e  and morpheme s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  nouns and 

then  a resumt! of  t h e  t o n a l  system. The phonet ic  , -  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  used i n  t h i s  work has  been adopted from 

t h e  General a lphabet  --I_ a f  Cameroon languages (M. Tadadjeu 

and E. Sadembouo 1984).  

7 

Yhe vowel system w i l l  be 

-- 

2.3. . I  Phonet ic  Vow* 

The fol lowing a r e  t h e  phonet ic  vowels found i n  

ka1~: i, e ,  E ,  u 0, 3, and a. 

It is p o s s i b l e  t o  have t h e  above vowels lengthened, 
JQmucjh & b a  not phorurmLc 

Below a r e  examples: 

d i i  " h a i r  I t  miid "ghost " 

rc& 8 "palm" rJg35 "wind" 
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Vowels i n  t h e  morphology of a word might become semi- 

vowels. T h i s  is not iceable  i n  c losed and mid vowels 

where re1 and Cu, 01  become semi vowels Cy1 and + w 3  ' 

respec t ive ly .  Thus  t h e  vowels have two allophones 

which a r e  semi-vewels. 

auhC , /mi i /  - -% r m w ~  / - v 

/me/ ---$ rmy~ / - v 
/b6/ - - -3  i b w l  / - v 

/b&/ - -3  Cbyl / - V 

There a r e  t imes,  when 2 cont inious sequence of two 

vowels sccur ,  one vowel is dropped and t h e  o ther  kept. 

Examples / m i i  + 6rf/ ---;S r m d r l l  
/mii + Bs' /  ---$% ~ m d s C ; ~  

7 

~- 

A t  o ther  t imes when t h e r e  i s  a con+inous sequence 

of two vewels, a g l i d e  i s  introduced o r  i n se r t ed  For 

a sequence of back rounded vowels u ,  a ;  0, a; a /w/ 

g l i d e  is in te rposed .  k'or a sequence of f ront / f ronb  ox 

f ront /back  vowel e.g. e ,  a i  e ,  i; a 4 /  g l i d e  i s  i n t e r -  

posed. 

Examples w&S --a WH6 I' f i r e "  

r ) g a  ---> rJgB% "road" 

mb36 ---) mbiY6 "groundnuts " 

mbG6 ---3 mbGw6 It r a in"  

r)gd6 ---9 r)gd"B "Pig" 



- 18 - 
It 5 important  t o  stress he re  t h a t  f o r  t h e  sake  of 

keeping t r a n s c r i p t i o n  uniform with t h a t  of o t h e r  Bantu 

languages e.g. duala  t h e  in t e rven ing  g l i d e s  have been 

omit ted.  Any r e a d e r  who comes ' 8 x 0 s ~  such words should 

remember t h e  imp l i ca t ions .  

T3e c h a r t  below i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e s e  vowels. 

: BACK 
POSITION O F  

H E I G H T  
OF TPCKGUE 

"2 TONGUE FRONT 
\ANI) LIPS i UNROUNDED : CENTPilAL : ROUXDED - - - 

HIGII  7 :  
(CLrjSLD) i ii : : u uu 

(MID) 

(MID) E € E  : 

- 

0 50 

HIGII  
e ee  : - 

3 33 

Xl ' l  

MU 
(CLOSED) : a m :  
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It should'however be noted t h a t  /p/ a b i l a b i a l  p l o s i v e  is 

becorning q u i t e  r a r e  i n  k31E. It is e i t h e r  replacecBbby 

t h e  v o i c e l e s s  l a b i o  d e n t a l  / f /  or it is 8 c r o s s  between 

/p/ and / f /  becoming a v o i c e l e s s  b i l a b i a l  f r i c a t i v e  Col 

Examples fdnd6 pdndcl "time" - 
QfdfZ, &pap6 " r a i n y  season" 

m6&mb6 m6p6mb6 "nos e'' 
- 
--- 

Also segments l i k e  .IJ, ~ d ] ,  [r] occur i n  f r e e  v a r i a t i o n  

i n  a l l  enviroments except in t h e  sequence /nd/ where 

 dl i s  a dis t inct iphoneme.  

Examples nddw6 I' hous e 'I 

nd6tii "sorrow" 

The c 1 3  segment is f a s t  d i sappea r ing  from t h e  language. 

j o  that- a n a t i v e  speaker  would S8y "korc" i n s t e a d  of  

"k31Ell . S i m f l a r l y ,  /d/ becomes /r/ a s  i n  

wa t e r  " 

&la& &rere "duck" 

I n  some cases  /b/ and /w/ occur i n  f ree  v a r i a t i o n  

adr ib8  m$riw6 "water" 

nd6b6 ndswd "house" 

The accompanying c h a r t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  manner and p l a c e  

of a r t i c u l a t i o n  of these consonants.  



I 

Y 
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2.3 S y l l a b l e  and Morpheme S t r u c t u r e  of Nouns 

1Ca1~ nouns have a b a s i c  s y l l a b l e  of a nuc leus  7 and 

~ 

an o p t i o n a l  C element which can e i t h e r  be a t  t h e  onse t  

or coda p o s i t i o n .  Thus the  canonica l  form i s  (C) V (C) 

and t h e  most dominant of  t h e s e  s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n s  i s  CV. 

Below a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  p a t t e r n s  with examples. 

S y l l a b l e  P a t t e r n  : Example : Gloss :Noun P a t t e r n  
L 

V t$k$ . market i vcv - .. 
C?r : k5 i s n a i l  * :  GV L :  

-- - 
CVV mb6& : v i l l a g e  i CVV 

C'I cv i mdt6 : person i CIICV 
I_ 

The k D l E  noun permi ts  i n i t i a l  and medial  complex 

consonants such a s  ggb, nd, n j  mw, bw e tc .  The complex 

consonants u s u a l l y  belong t o  t h e  same s y l l s b l e ,  t h u s  no 

s u c c e s s f u l  a r t i c u l a t o r y  at tempt  can be made, t o  s e p a r a t e  

them be fo re  t h e i r  s y l l a b i c  peak. 

Zxamples ggb5 "dog" cv 
m w & i t &  "woman" W ' N  

w6r)gS " f o r e s t "  CVCV 

n j c 5  " t iger"  CVC 
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The above s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a l l  o f  t he  open type .  There 

a r e  a l s o  closed s y l l a b l e d  nouns e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  language 

b u t  because t h e y  a r e  s o  few, one can s a y  t h a t  kalE has 

an open s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e .  Not more than  t h r e e  CVC 

s t ruc tu res  have been r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  kalt: t r a n s c r i p t i o n  

i n  t h e  tex t .  

bxamples w e n  "be l l  CVC 

q g b h  "wealth" cvc 
mb6g "good/f ine"  CVC 

-. 

L 
As a l r e a d y  mentioned, t h e  b a s i c  s y l l a b l e  stru?i,ure 

5s CV b u t  t h e r e  a r e  cases  wLme CVV is observed and i n  

t h i s  c6se t h e  boundary i s  CVV. This  might be a s  a 

r e s u l t  of r a p i d  speech w h y e  t h e  in t e rven ing  C i n  a 

CVCV s t r u c t u r e  i s  dropped through c o n t r a c t i o n .  

Examp 1 e 

dmb66ri "he looks a t  you" v v.CV v cv 
I n  r a g i d  speech the  above is rendered as a s i n g l e  

word. Mean while it is 

2 w 6  mbdr6ri v CV cv cv CV 
h e  you look 

Another p rocess ,  a f f i x a t i o n ,  can l e a d  t o  a CV V 

s t r u c t u r e .  Th i s  is r e a l i s e d  when 8 noun p r e f i x  t'iat- 

ends with a vowel is brought i n f r o n t  of a stem thak 
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bcgins  with e vowel. 

p l u r a l  forms i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  process .  

The fo l lowing  nouns i n  t h e i r  

m-6rJg6 --3 m6-dggd " f r i ends"  cl 3/4 

Q-orL 8 _- ---> m&-&r< "ropes It cl 3/4 

m-6s5 ---3 m 6 - 6 ~ 5  "r ivers  c l  3/11. 

Most nominal prefixes which a r e  morphemes have a Cv 
s t r u c t u r e  such  a s  c l a s s e s  1, 2 ,  7, 4 ,  5, 6, 8, 13 and 

14.  There a r e  V s t r u c t u r e s  i n  c l a s s e s  7 and 9. As f o r  

t h e  concord ia l  morphemes, c l a s s e s  7 and 19 a r e  b a s i c a l l y  

V s t r u c t u r e d  t o g e t h e r  with c l a s s e s  9 and 10. 

t h e  t h c  c l a s s e s  have a CV s c r u c t u r e .  T h i s  can be seen 

i n  t h e  t a b l e  con ta in ing  t h e  nominal and t h e  concor- l ia l  

morphemes a t  t h a  end of t h e  s e c t i o n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  cancord 

system. 

c The r e s t  Of 

I 

2.1.4 Tones 

The kale language makes use of f o u r  l e v e l t o r L e s .  

These tones  a r e  H ( h i g h ) ,  L (low),  LH (low-high 

r i s i n g  t o n e ) ,  HL (high-low f a l l i n g  t o n e ) .  
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wing t o n a l  systems a r e  found i n  kale 

8 )  monosyl1abi.c 
k5 

mbd 

b )  d i s y l l a b i c  
d ib6  

m d l i  

mbd& 

np;irS 

c 
c) t r i s y l l a b i c  

k5r5rij 

mdt6td 

mdk&y6 

mdkdkd 

i r 6 n d g  

It  sna i 1" 

"hone y'l 

'I b r  ea s t 'I 

"be l t  'I 

" v i l l a g e "  

" l ion"  

corn" 

"smoke" 

"egg" 

"sugercsne 

"kni fe"  
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C H A P T E R  I11 

NOUM CLASS SYSTEM 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d e a l s  with t h e  bu lk  of ' th is  work As 

t h e  t i t l e  sugges t s ,  it t r e a t s  the  noun c l a s s e s ,  ixeei'ixes, 

t h e  concord system and f i n a l l y  t h e  gender and semantic 

con ten t s  of t h e  c l a s s e s  

3.1 Noun Classes  

A noun c l a s e  i s  a group of words t h e t  d i s t i n g u i s h  

themselves i n  a language by common a f f i x e s  which can be 

a p r e f i x ,  s u f f i x ,  o r  both.  The e f f i x  is added t o  a 

isten! sild each a f f i x  w i l l  belong t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  clsr,s 

l i s t i n g  10-25, according t o  G u t h r i e  (1967) i 

I n  a noun c l a s s  t h e r e  is an almagamation of bokli 

the  g-rammatical ca tegory  and t h e  number. 

Examp 1 e s @-td  "person" c l  1 

bA-t6 "persons" c l  2 

mo- s i g n i f i e s  bo th  t h e  c l a s s  which is c l  1 and t h e  

number which is s i n g u l a r  

ba- s i g n i f i e s  c l a s s  two and p l u r a l i t y .  

There is no a f f i x e  t o  mark number s e p a r a t e l y  Prom 

c l a s s .  

I n  languages t h a t  have t h e  noun c l a s o  system 

e s p e c i a l l y  Bantu, d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  sex is n o t  p e r t i n e n t  
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i . e .  &here i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  between masculine and 

feminine a s  i n  Xnglish "he1' or "she". 

I n  "Noun c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  Grassf ie ldsBantu 

Borderland" e d i t e d  by Hymon (1980) Hedinger, i n  his 

paper ,  "The Noun cl.ass system of Akmse" d i s c u s s e s  

p o s s i b l e  c r i t e r i a  used t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n d i v i d u a l  noun 

c l a s s e s  a s  c o n t r a s t i v e .  Below a r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a .  

1 )  The occurence of nouns wi th  a s p e c i f i c  se t  of noun 

p r e f i x e s .  A p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  w i l l  have a s p e c i f i c  

nominal p r e f i x e  p l u s  a r o o t .  .r 

Xxemple : 

c l  7 6- f rim6 'I f r u i t  

s ca r "  6-bBr6 

6-r6r.G "duck" 

I t  

c l  8. b&-fiimd f r u i t s  'I 

b6-bSrd " s c a r s  

b&-r$r.G "ducks" 

So words beginning wi th  t h e  p r e f i x  /e-/ w i l l  be 

coansidered a s  belonging t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  class ( c l  7) 
and t h e  p r e f i x  /be-/  belongs t o  c lass  8. 

2) The occurence of nouns with a p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of 

concording elements .  T h i s  i s  seen i n  t h e  l i g h t  t ' ia t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  of nouns w i l l  h a w  a s p e c i f i c  set of 
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concord ia l  p r e f i x  t o  mark the  c l a s s .  T h i s  aspec t  is 

discussed a t  l e n g t h  i n  Chapter 111. 

3)  The p a i r i n g  of a c e r t a i n  c l a s s  wi th  ano the r  c l a s s  

a s  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l  

o n l y  p a i r  w i t h  c l a s s  8. T h i s  c r i t e r i o n  can of course  n o t  

be a p p l i e d  when t h e  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l  dichotomy i s  k r r e -  

l e v a n t  i . e .  f o r  m a s s  and a b s t r a c t  nouns. 

I n  t h e  above example c l a s s  7 can 

It is  wohhwhi le  t o  add h e r e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  n o m s  

d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  by be ing  

s e m a n t i c a l l y  c o r r e l a t e d .  

semant ic  c o r r e l a t i o n  of  c l a s s  1 nouns is t h a t  t hey  a r e  

human be ings  and it i s  common t o  f i n d  animals  

belonging i n  c l a s s  9. 

It has  been known t h a t  the  

Genera l ly , ! . the  k31& noun is composed of a p r e f i x  

and a stem. B u t  i n  some cases ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c l a s s  1, 

there  i s  a p r e f i x ,  a stem and a 54 ( Y  T h i s  occures  

when t h e  noun is d e r i v e d  from a werb. That  is ,  t o  .get 

a word l i k e  "a t r a v e l l e r " ,  t h e  k 3 l E  language w i l l  

c o n s t r u c t  it a s  "somebody who goes".  Below a r e  examples. 

ff - 



- m l i  - p r e f i x  ( ~ 1 . 1 )  

!:Qis& - stem ( v e r b )  

r i  - 
mGkQis&ri 

- m C  - p r e f i x  ( ~ 1 . 1 )  

r 6 B  - stem (ve rb )  

ri - G.LI~\.- 

c 
rnCr86di 

- mii  - p r e f i x  (c1.1.) 

bene - stem ( v e r b )  

ri - 5 u  
rnGb6n6ri 

+-f\y 
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" t o  judge" 

'I judge" 

I ' t  o t each"  

' I t  ea che r  " 

I1to own" 

owner" 11 

It should be noted  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

nouns i n t o  c l a s s e s  i s  n o t  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  noun stems 

b u t  r a the r ,  it is a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e f i x .  Thus a 

stem i s  unchangeable while  t he  p r e f i x  changes according 

t o  c l a s s  The s t e m  a c c e p t s  t h e  p r e f i x e s ,  which a r e  on 

it, because on i t ' s  o m ,  it i s  n o t  a noun, They have 

t o  be always a t t a c h e d  t o  the stem. These gramrnaticaIL 

morphemes ( p r e f i x e s )  which is  our  focus  i n  the next  

s e c t i o n ,  w i l l  be t r e a t e d  by means o f  a n a l y s i s  and 

commentaries t h u s  b r i n g i n g  o u t  b a s i c  forms and s t a t i n g  

t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
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3.2 Noun Prefixes - 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  the  i d e n t i f i e d  noun p r e f i x e s  of 1 ~ 3 1 ~  

w i l l  be t r e a t e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y .  It should however be 

noted  t h a t  a l l  t h e  corresponding proto-Bantu p r e f i x e s  

were c o l l e c t e d  b e f o r e  stems wi th  i n i t i a l  consonants. 

These Dref ixes  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  bound t o  change, t h u s  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  allomorphy, when t h e y  occur be fo re  a stem 

w i t h  an i n i t i a l  vowel. The b a s i s  t hen ,  on which a 

p a r t i c u l a r  p r q i x  i s  chosen a s  b a s i c  allomorph i s  

g o t t e n  f i r s t l y  from t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t a k i n g  i n t o  c<-nsi-  

d e r a t i o n  t h e  enviroments i n  whioh they  occur .  Secondly 

t h e  frequency of occurence of  8 p a r t i c u l a r  p r e f i x  i n  

c l a s s  w i l l  a l s o  be considered. Below a r e  t he  v a r i o u s  

c l a s s e s  and t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  with examples. 

This  c l a s s  has  three allomorphs from t h e  morpheme 

of  t h e  nominal p r e f i x .  The allomorphs a r e  Lm&I,bh4,irnw- 3 

B l o t  of problems a r i s e  h e r e  due  t o  the f a c t  t h a t  it i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  pose one of the  allomorphs a s  . b a s i c .  

The main d i f f i c u l t y  i s  between meb-3 andimh-3. 

chosen a s  t h e  b a s i c  ailomorph, how can we expla in  tY.e 

process  of  ro i  becoming CUI? One can say  it i s  a 

h ighes ing  p rocess  where t h e  high-mid io7 becomes a 

complete high vowel Cu j ,  T h i s  cannot be the case  ., 

If bo3 is 



- 30 - 
because the  p r o c e s s  does n o t  occur  i n  e l l  c o n t e x t s  

where r u l  is concerned, a s  seen  from the corpus.  Now 

if /mh-/ i s  t aken  a s  t h e  bas ic  allomorph, it w i l l  be 

more n a t u r a l  t o  s e e  a lowering p rocess  occur ing  where 

t u .  becomes to3 because one deduces t h a t  /mh/ becomes 

[mo-3 when t h e  preceeding  segment resembles i t .  T h i s  

can f u r t h e r  be e@lained by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  voirel  

o f  t h e  prefixe becomes lowered i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  of  

the stem. Thus t h e  p r e f i x  CV has  V a s  t o 1  each t i n e  

t h e  r o o t  CV a l s o  has f as zo3, A s  foz cmw-3 one can 

e a s i l y  see t h a t  it i s  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  /m;-/ i n f r o n t  

of  a vowel. A prose statem;nt of t h e  above i s  t h a t  

/m6- /  Is r e a l i s e d  L m 6 - 2  i n f r o n t  of a consonant fol1o:red 

and t m w - 1  i n f r o n t  of a vowel, C m i i l  by a vowel Col, 

e lset ihere .  The 

- /mh/ ---> 
/ m i i  t 6nB/ 

/m; 4- $it&/ 

fo l lowing  a r e  examples: 

m w - l /  - v 
- - -; cmw- 6nB 1 "ch i ld"  

---> c m w - 8 i t d 3  "woman" 

/mC t Bnd6ri - -  -> nnw-Bnd6ri3 " t r a v e l  

---. 

- /m6-/ --9 cmd?/ - C V ~  V 3 t o ]  

er I' 

/mh + t d /  ---? .m6-t6i 11 person' '  

It s h o u l d  n o t  be t h a t  a lmost  h a l f  o f  t h e  nouns of  t h i s  

c l a s s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  from t h e  word "mdtd" which can 

r o u c h l y  be t r a n s l a t e d  a s  "person or"... t h w  
\ 

m & t ?  2 '3g&rjg$ "medecine man" 
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- /mb-/ --3 C n d l  / %ewhere 

/md + t f n d /  ---> cmA-tfn81 I' e Id  e r  " 

/ m i i  i k$n&ri /  - -4 irnd-kSn8ri1 " ch ie f  " 

/ m i l  + rBmba/ ---2 ~mii-r6mb63 "witch" 

C las s  l ( a )  

T h i s  c l a s s  i s  r e l a t e d  eo c l a s s  1. It t r e a t s  

p e r e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  No known p r e f i x  belongs t o  . . 

t h i s  c i a s s .  Beiorr a r e  examples. 

* 

t 6 t d  " f o t h e r  It  

fYB c "mother" 

ggdnd6ri  "gir l"  

nyliw6 "orphan" 

s&ngw8mB " f a t h e r "  

Thos:: t h a t  have p l u r a l  format ion  do so w i t h  c l a s s  2 

which w i l l  n ex t  be examined. 

C las s  2 /b$-/ 

There a r e  two allomorphs of t he  nominal p r e f i x  

which a r e  ~ b a - I  and -bg . Here it w i l l  no t  be s o  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  p o s t u l a t e  a b a s i c  allomorph for one can 

c l e a r l y  s e e  t h a t  :b-3 i s  a r e a l i s a t i o n  from /b'a-/ when 

it occurs befo re  stems w i t h  an i n i t i a l  vowel. Tl-,us 

/b&/ is r e a l i s e d  c b - I  i n f r o n t  of a vowel, and t b $ - ~  

e lsewhere.  The fo l lowing  a r e  examples of t h i s  c l a s s .  
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- /b$-/ --- > Cb-I / - V 

/b$ + Gnd6ri/ ---> cb-8nd6ril  

/b$ f 6ns/ --4 cb-Bn$l 

/b$ + $it6 ---> Cb-$ital  

/be + 6tB/ --3 Cb-Bt81 

- /b&/ ---9 cba-1 / elsewhere 

/b$ + wdr&di /  - -a  cb$-w&r&diI 

/b$ f kBrB/ --a cb$-kBrBl 

/b$ + t i n $ /  --$ Cb$-tin$l 

/b$ + s$ngwsm& ---3, Gb&s$ng&m& 

/b$ f t&/ - -T  Tb$ t B  
r 

Class  7 /m3- /  

" t r a v e l l e r s "  

" c h i l d r e n  'I 

"worn en " 

b e gg a r s 'I 

"neighbours" 

"Europeans" 

" e l d e r s "  

" f a t h e r s "  

"per  so ns  I '  

At first  g lance  t h i s  c l a s s  looks j u s t  l i k e  c l a s s  1 

i n  terms of nominal p r e f i x .  Even t h e  allomorphs of t h e  

morpheme a r e  almost t h e  same and these a r e  rm&- mi i -  mw-I. 

Thus, it w i l l  be n e c m s s a r y  t o  first pos'-ulate reasons  

why t h e y  a r e  considered d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s .  There a r e  

two main d i f f e r e n c e s .  The first is t h a t  t h e  Bantu noun 

c l a s s  double gender 1/2 con ta ins  pe r sona l  nouns, and 

t h i s  is  evident  i n  k n l ~  while 3/4 con ta ins  o b j i c t n  

(non-personal).  

of these two c l a s s e s  1 and 3 t a k e  t h e i r  p l u r a l  from t w o  

d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  2 and 4 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Thus  t h e  

semantic conten t  and p l u r a l  formation make it p o s s i b l e  

The second d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  nouns 
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t o  p o s t u l a t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  between c las s  1 and c l a s s  3 
eventhough t h e y  have t h e  same p r e f i x e s .  

tJow w e  look on t o  which of t h e  allomorphs can 'be 

p o s t u l a t e d  as  a b a s i c  allomorph. K k t h i n k  and a s  can 

c l e a r l y  be  seen ,  t h a t  t h e  same p r o c e s s  f o r  c l a s s  1 holds  

t r u e  for t h i s  c l a s s .  /mu-/ is  r e a l i s e d  .mwl i n f r o n t  of 

a voiiel ,  c m e J  i n f r o n t  of t h e  vowel  EO-] and [mu-I 

e k a i h e r e .  

- /mh-/ ---> 

/ m i i  t k d r i /  

/ m i l  t r d g g i  

- /mb-/ --9 Cmb-I  / - elsewhere 

/ m i l  t nyer6 ---> tmiiny6rk1 

" roo t "  

, I  song" 

"fo0.t" 

"news I' 

" r i v e r "  

"rope" 

" f r i e n d "  

" h i l l "  

'I she  e p " 

I' f r o g  " 

" e a r t h "  
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C l a s s  4 /me-/ 

T h i s  c l a s s  i s  normally the p l u r a l  f o r  c l a s s  7. 

It has  two allomorphs r e a l i s e d  a s  me- I  and Lmy-I. 

The first allomorph i s  r e a l i s e d  i n f r o n t  of stems wi th  

an i n i t i a l  consonant and t h e  second one i s  i n f r o n t  of  

stems o f  an i n i t i a l  vowel. Which can we now choose a s  

tihe basic%llomorph? A complicat ion a r i s e s  bscause 

[me-I which can be s a i d  l& o c c u r r  b e f o r e  consonants 

a l s o  has  vowels occuring.  I f  Cmy-I is chosen a s  b a s i c  

allomorph t h e  problem w i l l  be t o  decide 'now KyJ b, *comes 

; e  1 .  One cannot szy it is a lowering p rocess ,  t h e r e  

/y/ ---> Cel because it w i l l  have t o  p a s s  throl-igh'Si1, 

t h u s  a cha in  /y/ -- 7 /i/ --3 [e l  is formed b u t  this 

h a s  n o t  been a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  language. A s  a r e s u l t  

E m y - 3  cannot be chosen a s  b a s i c  allomorph. If c m & - I  is 

cons idered  a s  b a s i c  allomorph one would t a k e  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  language h igh  c losed  

or mid vowels, can e a s i l y  b e  t ransformed i n t o  g l ides ,  

when they a r e  fol lowed by ano the r  vowel. The f r o n t  

vowels become ~ y l  and the  back vowels cwI. T h e  prose  

s t a t emen t  of  this w i l l  be t h a t  / m e - /  becomes [my-1 
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in . r ront  of  vowels and /me-/ i n f r o n t  of consonants.  

Eelow a r e  examples: 

- /me/ ---> - m & ~  / - c 
/m& + kLmbk/ ---- , Cm&k&nbkJ I t  guns" 

/me + rcjrjgi/ - -+ CmZ.rdrjgi3 I, sheep" 

/in& -I- k d r i /  ---; Emekcril h i  11 s " 

/a& i- nyBr&/ --a LmchyBrB3 I' e a r t h "  

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  is n o t  f i n i s h e d .  From t h e  

corpus it is n o t i c e d  t h a t  the  pref ix  L m k - 1  does a l s o  

occur: i n f r o n t  of stems with an i n i t i a l  vowel. 

eclt 3 but i f  we look c l o s e l y  it v i l l  be 

r e a l i s e d  t h z t  m6- on ly  occur s  i f  t h e  fo l lowing  vowel 

i s  t o l l  It seems a s  i f  we come back t o  c l a s s  7 ,  i ts  

s i n g u l a r  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  where /m-/ is  real ised,  i f  t h e  

f o l l o u i n g  vowel o f  t h e  root is Fol. Examples a r e  a s  

follows: 

"ropes" 
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/mG + 6s6/ - - -  cm66s&1 "rivers" 

/ig& + ' O T J ~ ~  - - -  cm86gg6 3 " f r i e n d s "  

/mi.  + 6n6/ - - -  rm86n2 1 "doors" 

C las s  5 /&-/ 

The p r e f i x  format ion  of t h i s  c l a s s  i s  very complex. 

There a r e  a s  many a s  s i x  al lomorphs,  id;-, d-,  l:, 1 , i J  

j -I i n c l u d i n g  a ze ro  pref ix .  The choice  o f  any of t h e s e  

a s  a b a s i c  allomorph i s  a monumental t a s k .  I n  r e a l i t y  

we i i i l l  be  c o n s i d e r i n s ,  t h e  f i v e  f i r s t  al lomorphs,  s i n c e  

i t  w i l l  n o t  be l o g i c a l  t o  s a y  a @ p r e f i x  i s  t h e  b a s i c  

a1.l.omorph. Most r e s e a r c h e r s  o f t e n  e m o u n t e r  this 

problem and t h e y  end up by choosing one o r  t h e  o t h e r  

f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  For p r a c t i c a l  and l o g i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  

xh ich  w i l l  become c l e a r  a s  we progress, t h e  a1io;norph 

r d i l  h a s  been chosen a s  t h e  b a s i c  allnmorph. How, how 

does d'i- move t o  t h e n  t o  [ i l ,  C l k l  and - r j - l ,  The 

L1r-l allomorph does n o t  need any j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i ts 

presence  f o r  ill and ;dl  ? r e  . i n  . f r ee  v a r i a t i o n  when t h e y  

occur  a s  p r e f i x e s  r d i ]  becomes Td infrcn-k o f  ~ i c r  ~1.::. 

--.A 1 
-This wiThXmWieF b(3- i f i scksked whsn t r e a t i n g  c l a s s  I3 

* , , I  .,...., - . -  . .  
. .  

rdj.-.> bccurs .  

2:e a r e  now l e f t  w i t h  L j I ~  "E6w does a '  s imple  consonant 

:di- 7 p a s s  t o  8 complex one 

c l a s s e s  we n o t i c e  t h a t  it is  n o t  -dy-I i n f r o n t  o f  vov[els 

i n f r o n t  6f t h e  a i v e e l a r  sounds L.t , ,  s, r;. 

jl. Cansider ing  t i l e  o-kher 

i 
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b u t  rd - I  One can conclude t h a t ,  because language i s  

a s- is ten,  i n s t e a d  o f  rdy-1, kale language uses  c j 1  

i n f r o n t  of  vowels, when it i s  n o t  Ed-] i.e. id1 p a l - a k a -  

l i s c d  becomes C j l .  Therefore,  a s  always been t h e  case ,  

i f  a vowel of a p r e f i x  does n o t  drop, a g l ide  i s  fGrmed. 

I n  t h i s  ca se ,  each time a vowel occur s  a t  t h e  i n i t l ~ a l  

stem p o s i t i o n ,  we have I:d-I and when i t  is t o  becoiiie 

a T l i c i e  idy-! we have - j - I  a s  [dy-I is non-ex i s t en t  i n  

t h e  language. Below a r e  examples: 

- /&-/ - - -5 t j - I  / - v [ a ~  

/di + &/ --+ ~ j & 6 1  I' hand" 

/ d i  + SrBb8 - - -  c j&rBb&l  " r ep ly"  

- /di-/ ---y ilil / - C ( f r e e  v a r i a n t s  w i t h  
tendency towards Cdi 2 )  

/d: + bSt6/ ---> r d i b e t d i  " c l o t h "  

/d; + boggoboggo/ --4 rdiboggoboggb I "Imee" 

,i" 
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- /a?-/ ---) rd i -1  / elsewhere 

/ d i  1- k6k8/ ---. '- [dilr6k&1 '' crab  " 

/ d t  + @hi$/ --a [ d j & h d $ I  cup" 

/ai + kpsmb6/ --+ ydikp6mb61 "cassava" 

/ d i  f wdni/ - - -  '", rtliwdnl, '' okra " 

/ d i  + bd/ . - +  . rdib6, "marriage ' I  

It i s  nolv neccessary  to s a y  something about t h e  zero 

a re f ix .  \,le n o t i c e d  t h s t  t h e  nouns considered a s  ilavi.ng 

a zero  p r e f i x  always had  one of t h e  allomorphs (pri?. : ixe) 

a s  an j n i t i a l  &?1Li(jmii:%. Thus t h e  allomorphs [d- ,, 1.- ,i- J 

a l l  occured a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  c,>nsonant of t h e  stem. 

Eelow a r e  examples, 

The above a r e  cons idered  a s  n o t  having a p r e f i x  on 

t h e  b a s i s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e i r  p l u r a l  formation,  t h e  p r e i i x  i s  

added t o  what w e  have above t h u s  it then  becomes a stem 

Lxamples w i l l  be g iven  when t r e a t i n g  c l a s s  6. 

Class  6 / m & - /  

This c l a s s  i s  n o t  a s  complex a s  i ts s i n g u l a r  counter-  

p a r t .  It  has  two allomorphs from t h e  p r e f i x a l  morphen 

CmB-1, [ m - I .  The p r o b l o ?  of  chosing a b a s i c  allomoi.i,:i 
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i s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  of c l a s s  2 [ba-1 and [b-1, 

1 . f  ~ m - 1  is chosen, t h e r e  w i l l  be an i n s e r t i o n  r u l e  

where [ a i  i s  i n s e r t e d  when t h e  p r e f i x  occurs  befooi: stems 

w i t h  an i n i t i a l  vowel. Let  u s  cons ide r  t h e  o t h e r  allomorph 

p a - 1 .  It w i l l  be  s a i d  t h a t  cm-7 occurs  b e f o r e  conso- 

n a n t s  and [ m - 1  i n f r o n t  of  vowels where t h e  t a l  i s  ?.elided 

i n f r o n t  of o t h e r  votiels. T h i s  i s  a more n a t u r a l  r a l e  

t h a n  t h e  first one f o r  a s  a l r e a d y  seen ,  vowels a r e  

dropped o r  changed t o  G l i d e s  when t h e y  occur  i n f r o n t  of 

o t h e r  vowels. It i s  !)?ore convincini; t han  the  first 

r u l e  because thek.2 -is no need f o r  i n s e r t i n g  a vowel and 

t h e n  in t roduce  a low t o n e  Moreso ma- i s  t h e  p r o t o  

Bantu form f o r  c l a s s  6 and most languages hav-e i .t  t o o ,  

The fo l lowing  a r e  examples: 

- /mA-/ --q ~ n - 1  / - v 
/m$ + tiw6/ --: z rmtiw.51 " s t 0" 1 ( s ) 1' 

/nS i- i n d i /  - -  - > ~ m i n d i ]  I 1  

/n$ + id/ ---> L m i s t i ]  "eyes" 

anuses" 

C las s  6 (a') /rn&,' 

The main d i f f e r e n c e  between t h i s  c l a s s  and c l  6 
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l i e s  i n  t h e i r  semantic  conten ts .  Class  6 which i s  t h e  

p l u r a l  counterpar t  of c l .  5 ond 9,  lias p a r t s  o f  t l l ~ ,  body  

u t e n s i l s  e t c  a s  semantic  conten t  while c l a s s  6 ( a )  has  

non-countable nouns, I \n p a r t i c u l a r  l i q u i d s . '  I n  

terms o f  allomorphs,  i t  has  only  [mal thus,  it i s  t h e  

b a s i c  allomorph. Below a r e  examples: 

C las s  /&/ 

This  c l a s s  i s  v e r y  r i ch .  i n  terms o f  nouns, i n  

kale language I n  terms of p re f ix ,  i t  i s  one of  t h e  

l e a s t  complex of c l a s s e s .  T h i s  is because it has  t..ro 

phone t i c  r e a l i s a t i o n s o r  t h e  p re f ix  and t h i s  i s  r 6 - j  

and Ckg-1. I f  thy1 i s  taken  a s  t h e  b a s i c  allomorph, 

we have t o  account f o r  t h e  passage o f  /&y-/ t o  L e - ' ? .  

Cine c?n e a s i l y  s e e  t h a t  a d e l i t i o n  process  occurs  ?&en 

rhy- j  occurs  be fo re  stems wi th  an  i n i t i a l  consonant.  

l3ow l e t  u s  cons ider  /&-/ a s  t h e  b a s i c  allomorph. '.!e 

f i n d  t h a t  it i s  more n a t u r a l  (because it is a process  

t h a t  h a s  been occur ing  i n  t h e  prev ious  c l a s s e s ) .  Thus, 

Cg-I becomes z'ey-? i n f r o n t  o f  vowels. 

a r e  examples of  t h i s  c l a s s  

The followin;; 



Cl.ass D /b&-/ 

T h i s  c l a s s  i s  t h e  p l u r a l  coun te rpa r t  o f  c l a z s  7 

It has  t h e  sane  r e a l i s a t i o n  i n  terms of pref ix  formation. 

There a r e  two phone t i c  r e a l i s a t i o n s  cbe-1 and Cby- 

Because it i s  the  same phenomena i n  t h e  preceedin?; c l a s s  

we will j u s t  go s t r a igh taway  and say  ib4-1 is  th,n b a s i c  

alloiiiorph aiid ?by-3 is r e e l i s e d  o n l y  when t h e  s k e m  has  

an i n i t i a l  vowel. Examples of t h i s  c l a s s  a r e :  

aS 
4 

- /b&/ - - -  > [by3 / - v 
/bA f ;ndi/ ---> :by6ndi? I'  i s  l ands  " 

/ b 6  + bngbtc&i/ ---> cbybngdk6ri] "chameleons" 

/b& f &?I/ ---> cby6rl3 " leaves"  
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T i l i s  c l a s s  i s  g r e a t l y  r ep resen ted ,  i n  terms o f  
'\ novns i n  kale language. A t  f i rst  gl.ance one might be 

tempted. t o  soy t h e  scquence cmb-I CndJ  FrJg]  Enj-3 a r e  

composed of  one u n i t .  It holds  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  11i~~s.t of 

t h e  above sequences a r e  sepa:ate photiemes. It i s  a l s o  

q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  o c c u r  i n  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  onl,y i n  

t h i s  c l a s s  and c l a s s  t e n .  It is g ran ted  t h a t  t h e  n a s a l  

sounds can n o t  be  sepa ra t ed  from t h e  o r a l  ones,  o r  i- t  

might r e s u l t  .in a s t r a n g e  sound t h a t  is a r t i f i c i a l  t o  

t h e  l a n p a g e .  Thus  t h e  p re f ix  f o r  t h e s e  group o f  

sequences is zero  s i n c e  t h e  N C  s t r u c t u r e  i s  considered 

as  i n i t i a l  of t h e  stem 

Yo t a k e  t h e  above s t a n d  w i l l  be assuming a morpho- 

logy t h a t  is  n o t  adequate t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  k31c noun. 

Consider it t h i s  way.. The morphem /PI-/ a nonesy l l ab ic  

i 
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c l a s s .  It i s  homorganic when found i n f r o n t  of vo iced  

segmonts T h i s  i s  t l i c n  r e a l i s e d  a s  a zero allomori,h 

i n f r o n t  of v o i c e l e s s  segments., . and has  t h e  r.nY.JrczalLi- 

sa t j .on  i n f r o n t  of  vowels. The above i s  based on tlie 

f a c t  t h a t  cd-I cb-1 - j - ]  can be found i n  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  

on stems. This  i s  t r u e  because t h e  sounds do exis: 

without  be ing  p r e n a s a l i s e d  i n  t h e  language consequently 

the  language h a s  .b] rd ]  c j l  a t  an i n i t i a l  stem p o s i t i o n  

r ende r ing  /N-/ a s  a p r e f i x  of t h i s  c l a s s  It shovld  be 

no ted  t h a t  . though -these souns a r e  sepa ra t ed  t L c  

n a s a l  i s  non- sy l l ab ic  and i s  pronounced a s  homorganic 

with t h e  stem consonant .  Thus it w i l l  be b e t t e r  t o  

cboose. t h i s  a n a l y s i s  than  the  previous  because i t  ir!akes 

a s i g n i f i c a n t  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n  about the f a c t s  of  t h e  

language. It should a l s o  be noted  t h a t  it i s  only  a t  

word i n i t i a l  t h a t  ;ab-:! and t h e  o t h e r  homorganic n a s a l s  

a r e  sepe ra t ed .  I n  ward medial  p o s i t i o n  t h e y  a r e  

regerded a s  one segment. Below a r e  examples of  this 

c l a s s  - 

"country" 

'I go a t  " 

'I d r e s s  'I 

'Ira i n "  
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- /I!-/ --+ -g -1  / - Lgl 

/IT b g6nd3/ ---. .. rrJg6ndsi "groundnut-s" 

/I3 + gb&/ ---\ cggbw81 "dog" 

/I: t gb&r6/ - - -  2 rr)gb&r61 "bush" 

/I: + g6mb6/ - - - *  . rgg6mb81 I 1  porcupine" 

- / h - /  ---a [n-1 / - id]  

/I: t dilmblll - - -  > tndfirnbd] "nest" 

" hous  e :' /€ t d 6 d /  - -  - ; ind8w61 

- /&/ ---; r n i  / - C ~ I  

/ii -t jL.kti/ ; cnj8li t i i  "elephant" 

/ ?7  + j6h/ -_ -  2. r n j d l  " t i ge r "  

/hi + j d n j i /  --~: > r n j 6 n j i l  " wha 1 e " 

/II t j;;w6/ cnj&w8i "bee" 



- 45 - 
C1 s s  10 /N-/ 

The  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  pref ix  of c l a s s  10 i s  

i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of' c l a s s  9. It i s  t h u s  d i f f i c i i l t  

t o  s o y  one se t  of  nouns a r e  c l a s s  3 and the o t h e r  c l a s s  

10, s i n c e  t h e  p r e f i x e s  a r e  t h e  same. 

made e a s i e r  i f  we cons ide r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c l a s s  9 

is t h a  p l u r a l  of c l a s s  10. The same b a s i c  allomoroh 

/IT-/ i s  chosen. Below a r e  examples. 

Bu t  t h i s  t a s k  is 

/H-/ ---S r m l  /-- c t i i  

/I: i b6mb&/ - -a cmb6mb&2 

/n + b8/ --9 cmbd] 

/N + bunja/  - - 3  cmbdnja? 

/N-/ --> cni  / - c d 7  

/ni i d8w8/ ---) cnd6wdi 

/N + ddmbli/ ---> rndlimbdi 

I 

"snakes" 

"honey" 

"ne ts  I' 

" l i o n s "  

r o a ds  'I  

"pigs I' 

"houses" 

I' n e s t s 'I 

c h i n s  " 

"navel"  

II r i n g s "  



- /N-/ --9 p y i  / - V 
/N + Igd/ ---? cny&z~5] t h r o a  t s 'I 

/PI + 6nj5/  --- ', cny6nj51 "mushrooms" 

/E i- efAf&/ ---;) i nyQf8f8 i  "armpits"  

- /Ti-/ - -a  C ~ I  / - C v o i c e l e s s  

/i' t k6m$/ ---> ck6m6i "monkeys" 

/r: + f66/ --- ; cfd61 " r a t s  It 

/ T i  + tbk6/  ---) Ktdk63 "calabashes"  

/I$ t kArArt3 --->. yk8r8r6-1 "corn" 

The moin d i f f e r e n c e  between c l a s s  9 and 10 can o n l y  be 

brought o u t  by t h e  concord system. More d e t a i l s  !:ill 

be g o t  from t h e  c h a p t e r  on concord. 

C las s  13 / d b / '  o r  / l Q b  

"his i s  B p l u r a l  c l a s s  even i f  it d i f fe rs  froni 

t h e  u s u a l  even t o  an odd number. T h i s  c l a s s  has  ve ry  
, .  

I few ni3uns The allomorphs m e  -16-1 and cas]. One 

could  be wondering w h a t  i s  happening. This languace 

permits t h e  occurence of  f ree  v a r i a t i o n  between t h e  c d i  

and t h e  ~ 1 3  sounds. I n f a c t  t h e  o n l y  s i t u a t i o n  where 

t h i s  is n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  is when cd]  occurs  i n  a /nd/ 

sequence, A11 this had a l r e a d y  been d i scussed  a t  i;he 

beginning  of t h i s  chap.l;er. Because c l ]  i s  f a s t  

d i sapgcor ing  from ka1.c language and f o r  convinience 
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sake ,  r d d ]  w i l l  b e  henceforth,  'used i n  t h i s  work, s ince  

d i f f e r e n c e  between :d6- i and c l o -  1 causes  no meaning 

d i f f e r e n c e .  Back t o  t h e  problem of  chosing a b a s i c  

allomoi-ph. If we choose e i t h e r  cdo-1 o r  Ed-1 w e  i.iil.1 

be  faced  e i t h e r  wi th  a d e l i t i o n  o r  an i n s e r t i o n  r u l e .  

of vowel t o  d e r i v e  e i t h e r  of t h e  forms. It should be  

very l o s i c a l  t o  f o l l o w  whet had been B'noden, where t h e  

c a s e s  a r e  t h e  same, i n  t h e  p rev ious  c l a s s e s .  Moreso 

t h e  canon ica l  form of a Bantu p r e f i x  is CV s o  why n o t  

choos [do-1 ana  s a y  c d l  i s  r e a l l s e d  i n f r o n t  of a voiiel. 

Thus t h e  r u l e  and fo l lowing  examples w i l l  , i l l u s t r a t e  

t h e  p o i n t .  

- /cia-/ ---2 y d - 1  / - v 
/do + dngd/ ---? rddngd I e a g 1 e s " 

cooking pc. ;st' 11 / d o  + 6ng6/ - - -3  cd613g61 

- /do-/ ---3 cdo-1 / - C 
,- 

/d6 f kdr&/ - - -  ; cddkdr6i 'I t o r t  o i s e s " 

/dd t n5n?/ - - - V  cddn-lni] "b i rds"  

/d6 + @~893gB/ - -J  [d6~wBl)g61 11 c r a y f i s h e s "  

/d6 + dist$/ ---- a rddd i sk i  "sa cr i f  i c t s ' 

Contrary t o  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  where s i n g u l a r  i s  an odd 

number c l a s s  1 4  is  a s i n g u l a r  c l a s s .  It seemed t o  ha-re 
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r eve r sed  o rde r  w i t h  t h e  prececding c l a s s ,  only tliey do 

n o t  p a i r  wi th  each o t h e r .  It has  t h r e e  phonet ic  r e a l i -  

s s t i o n s  of t h e  nominal p r e f i x .  'I'hey. a r e  ybd- 1 ,  cbv- 1,  

cb-1 .  If cbw-i is .taken as b a s i c  allomorph the problem 

w i l l  be t o  d e r i v e  cbo-7 from cbw-i and then  d e l e t e  e i t h e r  

/ o - /  o r  /w/ fpDm t h e  /b/ sound This  is d i f f i c u l t  i f  

OIIC cons ide r s  t h a t  z w i  is t h e  corresponding g l i d ?  f o r  

bo th  cos and iui. Sow can one be  obta ined  leaviri;; out 

the o t h e r ?  That i s  t h e  ques t ion .  The next  allo!r1oi-ph is e 
$ 

cb-1 a s  b a s i c  allorncy2h. An i n s w l - i o n  r u l e  i s  needed 

ha re  t o  sxple-in t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  form /b-/ i s  r e a l i s e d  

c b - 7  i n f r o n t  of fi l l .  vowels except  when t h e  first two 

voirels of t h e  r o o t  resemble each o ther . ,  t h e n  it i s  

r e a l i s e d  rbw-] with i n s e r t i o n  of cwi. I n f r o n t  of s t e s s  

with an i n i t i a l  consonant :61 i s  i n s e r t e d  with a low 

toile: I f  cbo-i  is considered.,  it occurs  b e f o r e  conso- 

n a n t s ,  i n f r o n t  of stems t h a t  can& s a i d  t o  harmonize i n  

terms of  vowels, t h e  C O T  of  c b b - i  becomes a g l i d e  cbw-) 

o r  coifipletely drops o f f  when it occurs  elsewhere (vowels). 

The fo l lowing  a r e  examples: 

- /b;-/ ---? cb6-1 / - C 

/ixj + sdbdjz /  - - -  > cbbsdb6jZl "bone '' 

/bd + rj/ ---. , c bdr3 7 conoe" 

g a t  tic r ing"  

I1 

/bd + jg/ - - - - ' .  cbdjg] ,I 

/hi, + k$/ : . '  rbdk$i " l o f t  ' I  
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T h i s  is a s i n s u l a r  c l a s s  t h a t  forms a p a i r  with 

c l a s s  17. T h i s  c l a s s  has  f o u r  allomorphs f o r  t h z  

p r e f i x  marker r i -  7 ,  ; k -  1, ;%y- 7 o r '  cey- 1 which form 

is  d c r i v e d  from which i s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n .  1.t 

should be  noted  tha- t  c'ey-3 and ciy-3 a r e  grouped 

t o c e t h e r  T h i s  i s  because t h e y  occur  i n f r o n t  of vowels 

and t h e  form w e  choose between z i - 1  and t B - 1  a s  b a s i c  

all.ol;~orph W i . 1 1  have i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  p a i r  c'ey-1 o r  ciy-1 

r e a l i s z d  i n f r o n t  of a vowel. So w e  w i l l  be concerned 

here with four allomorphs [ i - 7 ,  ' 8 - 3 ,  by-, and r?y]- 

If c e y - 1  o r  ziy-3 is chosen a s  b a s i c  sl lomorph t h e  

problem w i l l  be on how we e v e n t u a l l y  a r r i v e  a t  e i . ther  

ck-? o r  c i - I  even i f  c y ]  is t h e i r  g l i d e  correspondent ,  

L 
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W i l l  it no t  be more n a t u r a l  t o  s a y  t h a t  e i t h e r  c i - i  o r  

cb- i  i s  the  b a s i c  allomorph, t hen  t h e i r  g l i d e  counter- 

p a r t ,  is in t roduced ,  i n  t h e  occurence of two vowels i n  

a continuous sequence? We hope s o . .  Now t h e  problem i s  

t o  choose between [&-I  and c i - i  looking a t  t h e i r  stems 

we see no reason why one could be considered a s  

bas i c .  41so looking  whether it was seman t i ca l ly  deter- 

mined cave a b l i n d  end Then on t h e  b a s i s  of ma jo r i ty  

occurence between t h e  two, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p ro to  

form i s  /('le/ made one dec ide  t o  p o s t u l a t e  it a s  t h e  

b a s i c  form 

vowel a s  t h e  b a s i c  allomorph. 

Thus  i t  i s  c ? i - i  with r I y 3  i n f r o n t  of  

k, nypothesis  t h a t  can be adopted is  t h a t  t h e  

occurence of t e - i  as p r e f i x  might be, some s o r t  of 

movement of  t h e  nouns of  t h i s  c l a s s  t o  c l a s s  7 where 

t h e  p r e f i x  i s  8 1 S O  :&7. why t h i s  hypothes is  h a s  been 

s e t  up ,  i s  because i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of da t a  t h e  

informants  tended t o  deba te  on whether i t  was c d - 1  a r  

t i - ]  f o r  a noun ' in  c l a s s  19. One f a c t  remained cl-ear, 

IT0 m s t t ? r  t h e i r  arguments it olways turned  ou t  t h a t ,  t h e  

p l u r a l  p ref ix  was c d b - i  c l a s s  13. We know t h i s  i s  t h e  

r e g u l a r  coun te rpa r t  of c l a s s  19. Consequently, t h e  

noun on which =&-i  were used, were nouns t h a t  had 

a l r e a d y  had t h e  c l a s s  7 p r e f i x a l  form b u t  had no t  g e t  

changed its p l u r a l  form t o  c b k - 1  c l a s s  8. If  t h i s  
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hypo thes i s  i s  ag reeab le  then  t h e  fo l lowing  a r e  examples: 

O v e r l e a f  i s  a r e c a p i t u l a t i v e  t a b l e  of t h e  k31& noun 

c l a s s e s  and t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  n o t  f o r g e t i n s  t h e  d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  o f  the v a r i o u s  allomorphs.  



- 5 2 -  
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3 .3  concord System 

1- n t r o d. u c t i o n  

I n  t h e  prev ious  ~ i r ;  t i o n ,  noiin p r e f i x e s  were 

d i scussed  This  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be a p r e s e n t a t i o n  and 

d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  concord system, which i s ,  t h e  agree- 

ment between nouns and noun determiners .  T h i s  i s  i.i1 t h e  

l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  concord phenomena is determined by the 

noun t h a t  it precedes .  It i s  t h e  noun, i n  r e l a t i o i l  t o  

i t s  c l a s s  which determines t h e  concord o r  t he  c o n o r d i a l  

a f f ix .2 .  If  t h e  form o f  t h e  concord ia l  a f f i x '  i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  cl .ass  of  t h e  noun concerned, it t h e r e f o r e  

h o l d s  . t ha t ,  there  exists msny c o n c m d i a l  p r e f i x e s  a s  

t h e r e  e x i s t  .many c l a s s e s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  number of 

nominal c lasses  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  a Language w i l l  r e f l e c t  

t h e  saae number o f  concord ia l  a f f i x e s  t h a t  e x i s t s .  

The importance of t h e  concord system i n  a m u n  c l a s s  

sgstem ana lyses  is very g r e a t  f o r  i t j s  one of  t h e  

c r i t e r i a  used t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  noun c l a s s e s  

a s  c o n t r a s t i v e  i . e .  t h e  occurence of t h e  noun w i t h  a 

s p e c i f i c  s e t  o f  concording elements.  

cuncordi.al  elements w i l l  be p resen ted  

\ 

The fo l lowinc  

Humerals: Card ina l  numerals 1, 2, 7, 4, 5 !io\%/ iL!sny 
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Possess ives :  my, your ,  h i s ,  your ( p l ) ,  o u r  and t h e i r  

Demonstratives.  t h i s  ( n e a r ) ,  t h a t  ( f a r  o f f )  

Determinat ives:  ano the r  

h s s o c i a t i v e s :  

Verbal  concord 

It i s  v e r y  obvi.ous t h a t  t h e  number "I" i s  s i n g u l a r .  

It w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  concord on ly  w i t h  t h e  s i a g u l a r  c l a s s e s  

of tl..is language, The s i n g u l a r  classes a r e  1, 7 ,  5 ,  7;~ 
9, 14 and 19. I n  a l l  t h e r e  a r e  seven. The c l a s s  of  t h e  

c m c o n l  is determined by t h a t  o f  t h e  noun concerricd 

Below a r e  examples o f  nuuns from t h e s e  cl .asses used wit-h 

t h e  numeral 1. 

c l .  1 / m i i /  

KO& kBrB m- jk5 "one European" 
european one 

inM - 6 it 6 rn-ik5 "one woman" 
woman one 

c l .  3 /m&/ 

IXke t h e  abovc t t ie  morpheme / m A - /  is r e a l i s e d  

a s  rm-2 when it preced2s a stem with an i n i t i a l  vo i re l .  



- 97 - 
Below o r e  some examples. 

mt i -  k b r i  in- 3k5 
h i l l  one 

mi i -  r6m6 m- j k 5  
h e a r t  one 

"one h i l l "  

"one h e a r t "  

cl. 5.  /dk/ 

As a l r e a d y  mentioned t h e  k a l &  speake r s  t e n d  to  u s e  

[dl  and  Crl c11 in te rchangeably .  60 i n  t h i s  case  t h e  

morpheme /d i - /  becomes -rl which is  t h e n  r e a l i s e d  C r - 3  

i n  f r o n t  of a stem wi th  an i n i t i a l  vowel. 

Examples: 

i- t6m6 r- 3k5 "one cheek" 
cheek one 

d i k d  h 2, r- ?ikS 
d r y  season one 

one d r y  se8son" I 1  

c l .  7. /&/ 
T h e  morpheme / & /  is  semi-vowelised when it occurs  

be fo re  a stem wi th  an i n i t i a l  vawel e spec ia l13  a back  

one. 'Phus /e/ - - -  Lyl / - LO1 

Examples: 

&-kdrdr)gw6 y- j k 5  "one l i z a r d "  
l i z a r d  one 



c l .  5. /%-I 
It is d i f f i c u l t ;  t o  p r e c i s e  t h e  change h e r e  from a 

n e s a l  t o  a f r i c a t i v e .  For  a temporal  measure, we 1 , i l l  

s a y  a i l asa l  sound becomes o r a l ,  Below a r e  exarnpl~,5: 

n- dswo f -  5k5 "one house" 
house one 

n- g&n f -  3k5 "one b e l l "  
b e l l  one 

cl. 1 4 .  /M-/ 
The morpheme /bo-/ is r e a l i s e d  Cb-I i n f r o n t  o f  a 

stem wi th  an i n i t i a l  vowel 

l?::ernples: 

b- 6r5 
boa t  

b- .ikS "one boa t"  
one 

b6- k5 
l o f t  

b- 3k5 "one l o f t "  
one 

c l .  19. /i-/ 

T h e  norpheme /i-/ l i k e  i n  c l a s s  7 becomes zeLxi 

vowel i n f r o n t  o f  stems w i t h  an i n i t i a l  back vo,rel .  

Xxamp 1 e s 

i- n3n i  y- 5k5 "one b i r d "  

b i r d  one 
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one t o i t o  i s c  I1 k-  kdr& y- 3k5 

t o i t o i s e  one 

ble have come t o  t h e  end of t h e  s i n g u l a r  c l a s s e s  d e a l i n g  

w j t h  Vie numeral 1. Piow we a r e  going  t o  look  a t  t h e  

p l u r a l  c l a s s e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  numera l  2, 3 ,  I and 5.  

c l .  2.  /ba-/ 

The c o n c o r d i a l  p r e f i x  i n  t h i s  ca se  i s  same r>>iu!i 

t h e  c l a s s  p ref ix  except  f o r  t h e  change i n  tone .  

l<xamples 

b5- k5rS 
European 

k- S i t i  
women 

b5- r6 r6  " t h r e e  women" 
t h r e ?  

b- Bn$ 
c h i l d r e n  

f o u r  c h i l d r e n  I I  b5- n6 
f o u r  

'&-re B c i i  
t e a c h e r s  

\. 

c l .  4 .  /me-/ 

b6- t6nA 'I f i v e  t e a  c h c s  '' 
f i v e  

mA-kGri 
h i l l s  

m 6 -  bS "one h i l l "  
two 

rn&kbmb& 
a l l i g a t o r s  

t h r e e  a l l i , . . i t o r s "  I1 m6-rSr21 
t h r e e  
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m$-s8ng5 
beads 

m$s lng ;  
ropes 

c l .  6 / m a - /  
m.3-tsmd 

cheeks 

m6- b.3 t 6 
c l o t h s  

rni-Bhd8 
cups  

mi-mb6w5 
c o u n t r i e s  

c l .  8 /b&/ 

b&k6rdr]gwd 
l i z a r d s  

b$-kp$ 
bags 

b& t&dS 
a n t s  

bs-tdmbi 
shoes 

m6-nS " f o u r  beads" 

f o u r  

rn6-tSnil I, f ive  rop:s" 
f i v e  

two cheeks" m8-ba' I ,  

two 

rnd-rsrd "thres c l o t h s "  
t h r e e  

rns-ns " f o u r  cup;;:' 
foul.  

md-tsnii " f i v e  coun:yies" 
f i v e  

two l i z a r , i s "  b6-ba' 11 

two 

bB-rBrE, " t h r e e  bags" 
t h r e e  

b&n$ " four  a n t s "  
f o u r  

b6-tSnC " f i v e  shoes'! 
f i ve  



- 61 - 
c1. 10 /N-/ 

ngbw6 
dogs 

ny-8k8 
cows 

rn-bGri 
goa t s  

i-ba' 
two 

i - r S r 6  
t h r e e  

I-nc? 
fou r  

"two dogs" 

" t h r e e  cows" 

" f o u r  g o a t s "  

i - t8ni i  
f i v e  

" f i v e  t i g e r s "  n; j6h 
g t i g e r s  
1' F: 
i C1, 17 /d6-/ 
+ 
k d2,-kdr& dd-bg 'I  two t o r t o i s e s  " 
$ 

t o r t o i s e s  two 
f 

dd-nsni db-rSr2, " t h r e e  b i r d s "  
b i r d s  t h r e e  

d 2, - s 6 r  6 r 6  
c r i c k e t  

dA-diS6 
s a c r i f i c e s  

I iumera l  Prefixes - 
c l .  1 m- 

c l  4 m6- 

c l .  y- 

c1.10 i- 

cl.19 y- 

dd-n6 " f o u r  c r i c k e t s  '' 
f o u r  

dd-tsnfi 
f i v e  

c l .  2 b6 

e l  5 r- 

c l .  8 b6- 

~ 1 . 1 7  d6- 

" f i v e  s a c r i f i c e s "  

e l .  '5 n- 

c l .  6 m6- 

cl. 9 f -  

C 1 . 1 4  '36- 
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EOil !,.iMY 

This i s  some s o r t  of a q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  show number, 

t h u s  it w i l l  be  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t r e a t  it under numc?ral. 

It should  be noted  t h a t  it is used o n l y  wi th  t h e  i j l u r a l  

c l a s s  s i n c e  it is  obvious t h a t  one can n o t  be ask<.ng 

t h e  number s e e i n g  it i s  o n l y  one. 

c l .  2 b-qn; b6-t log6 "how many ci i i ldren? ' 
c h i l d r e n  how many 

b-Ait6 bB-tltJg6 "how many cionen?" 
women how many 

c l .  4 m6-kGri m6-tlr)gg "how many iiills?" 

h i l l s  how many 

m&-rfimbh mb-tfqg6 "how many n a u i h s ? "  
mouths how many 

c l .  6 m 3 - t Sin5 mB- t l gg$  "how many ciieelrs?" 
cheeks how many 

el.. 3 bB- kdrdggvd b6-t  iggB "how many l i z a r d s ? "  
l i z a r d s  how many 

b&-kp5 be- tlrjgQ "how maiiy ii ISS?" 

bags how many 

c l .  10 n-g66 i-tirJgs I, how many p igs?"  
P i g s  how many 

m-b6ri i- tf lJg6 "how many goa-t;?" 
g o a t s  how many 
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c l .  1.5 d6-n i i  d6- tirjgS "how man? bivds?" 
b i r d s  how many 

d& kdr  6 dd- t I Q g B  "how many t o r t i o s e s ? "  
t o r t o i s e s  how many 

Y" e f i xe s el. 2 bB- 

c l .  4 m6- 

c l .  G mQ- 

3.7.2 Adjec t ives  

c l .  8 bQ- 

c1.10 1- 

~ 1 . 1 7  d6- 

The  a d j e c t i v a l .  p r e f i x  i s  o cancord ia l  p r e f i x  

because i t s  form wi1.l depend on t h e  t y p e  of nouri t h a t  

it q u a l i f i e s .  I n  k o l ~  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few a d j e c t i v e s .  

Th i s  does n o t  mean t h e r e  a r e  no q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  done i n  

t h e  ianguage, bu t  a - l j cc t ives  i n  terms of a d j c c t i v e s  i.n 

t h e  Xnglish o r  f r e n c h  language a r e  f e w .  Most o f t e n  

thaii  not  t h e  language makes use of verb  forms t o  

express  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  An express ion  l i k e  "black 

shoes" i n  a v;ord f o r  word t r a n s l a t i o n  w i l l  come c u t  a s  

'I  s ho e s t h a t  b 1 a ck i n  g 'I  

Since  a d j e c t i v e s  depend on nouns  f o r  t h e i r  form 

and . s ince  nouns arc organiscd  i n  c l a s s e s ,  a d j e c t i v e s  

a r s  a l s o  o raan i sed  i n  c l a s s e s  according t o  t h e i r  

v a r i o u s  p r e f i x e s .  

The a d j e c t i v e s  t o  be used a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  a re :  

b i g  nddn6 s m a l l  s e r i  
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c1. 1 

m w E j i t 6  
woman 

' m6-t6 
nerson 

mw- QnEj 
c h i l d  

inw- 3 it 6 
woman 

c l  2 

b ' j fk6 
wamen 

b6-t6 
persons  

C - d d  

c h i l d r e n  

b6-r  B&di 
1; eachers  

c l .  3 

in~-rfimbG 
mouth 

mfi- s i b s  
horn 

nd-nd6n2 
b i g  

nd-nd6n8 
b i g  

nr i - ss r i  
s m a l l  

"b ig  wom3n" 

"b ig  person" 

"small c h i l d "  

nr i - ss r i  "small  woman" 
s m a l l  

bd-nd6n2 "b lg  women" 
b ig  

b5-nd6n& "b ig  persons" 
b i g  

b 6 - s s r i  "small children" 
sma l l  

b d - s s r i  
sma l l  

"small  t eache r s "  

md-nd6n8 "big mouth" 
b i g  

md-nd6n8 "b ig  horn" 
b i g  ' 



m6-r6mbG 
mouth 

m 6 -  sib6 
horn 

c l .  !+ 

my- 6nd& 
f e e t  

my- 6nd& 
f e e t  

c l .  5 

d i -bS t6  
c l o t h  

i -h& 

b r e a s t  

i- s6gg.5 
t o o t h  

di-kskg 
c rab  

c l .  6 

md-sdggA 
t e e t h  
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md-s6ri  
s m a l l  

md-s6ri  
s m a l l  

mk-nd6na 
b i g  

mf2- nd Bn 6 
b i g  

m6-st5ri 
s m a l l  

m6-si5r.i 
s m a l l  

df -nd6nd 
b i g  

df-nd6n8 
b i g  

d l - s d r i  
sma l l  

d i - s g r i  
s m a l l  

m&-nd6n& 
b i g  

"smal l  mouth'' 

" sma l l  l lp rn"  

" b i g  f e e t "  

"big eggs" 

" s m a l l  f e e t "  

"smal l  eggs" 

" b i g  c l o t h "  

" b i g  b r e a s t "  

I' sma 11 tooth " 

"small  c rab"  

'I b i g  t e e t  h " 
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e l .  

cl. 

m B - r h 6  
s t o n e s  

ms-rendk 
kn ives  

7 

&-b8rd 
s c a r  

i.y-dndf 
i s l a n d  

&-k$ 
market 

8-fhmB 
f r u i t  

a 
b 8 - t h d s  
a n t s  

b8-kpB 
bags 

b8-fiims 
f r u i t s  

b&lG 
markets 

m&nd6n& "b ig  s tones"  
b i g  

m6-s6ri "smal l  knive;" 
s m a l l  

mB- s&ri "smal l  breasks"  
s m a l l  

6-nd6n; " b i g  s c a r "  
I 

I 
I 

b i g  

6-nd6nS 
b i g  

" ir, i g. i s  1 and ' I  

\ 

6-sAri "small market"  
s m a l l  

6-ssx-i I' sma 11 f r uj:k " 

s m a l l  

b6-ndd.n; " b i g  a n t s "  
b i g  

b6-nd6nS "b ig  bags" 
b i g  

b6-sdri ','small f r u i t s "  
s m a l l  

s m a l l  mai-kct-s" I1 b 6 - s d r i  
s m a l l  



cl. 9 
m-bAw8 
v i l l a g e  

n-dswd 
house 

m-bdri 
goat  

c l .  10 

q - g h d d  
caiman 

re j6ikd 
cochroach 

n .- $kii 
e lephsn t  

ny- CjkG 
cows 

c l .  13 

d.6 - ndni 
b i r d s  
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2-nd6n8 
b i g  

i-ndEn6 
b i g  

i-s6ri 

\ 

sma l l  

l-ssri 
small 

Q-ndBn& 
b i g  

Q-ndt?n& 
b i g  

e'-s8ri 
s m a l l  

6-sdri 
sma l l  

dg-ndkni 
b i g  

d6-nd6nk 
b i g  

db-s$r?  
small 

"b ig  v i l l a g e "  

"big house" 

"smal l  dog" 

" sma l l  g o a t "  

"b ig  caimans" 

"b ig  cockroaches" 

"smal l  e lephants"  

"small  CO.$JS" 

"b ig  b i r d s "  

"b ig  po t s "  

small eag le s"  I1 



(16- s6r6r6  
c r i c k e t s  

c l .  14.  

b6-kZ 
l o f t  

b6-r6 
boa t  

b6-kZ 
l o f t  

b&r6 
boa t  

el. 19 

&-kdr& 
t o r t o i s e  

i - n 5 n i  
b i r d  

i - s e r Q r 6  
c r i c k e t  

i -n5n i  
b i r d  

Bdject i v a l  p r e f i x  

cl 1 n6 

cl. 4 m6 

c l  :J 6 
c l  10 i! 

c l  19 i 
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db-s s r i  
s m a l l  

b&nd6n& 
b i g  

bd- ndQnk 
b i g  

b o - s a r i  
sma l l  

h - s g r i  
smal l  

i-nddn8 
b i b  

i-nd6nk 
b i g  

i - s d r i  
s m a l l  

i-ssri 
s m a l l  

c l  2 

c l  '5 df 

c l  8 b6 

cl 13 d6 

smal l  c r i c k e t s "  

"b ig  l o f t "  

"b ig  boat"  

"small  l o f t "  

" s m a l l  b o a t  '' 

"Si g t o r t  o i a e" 

" b i g  bird" 

"small  c r i c k e t "  

"small  bird" 
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Looking a t  t h e  above, it i s  n o t i c e d  ;he* tlic c l i l fa rence  

from t h e  noun p r e f i x e s  and t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  prefi-xes come 

i n  iiie change of tones i.e. from high  t o  low 3 1 1 ~ 1  chan[;e 

i n  t h e  p r e f i x e s  of c l a s s e s  1, 9. 10. 

3.3,7 Demonstratives 

Demonstratives a r e  a l s o  known t o  be deterziined b;r 

nouns .  I t  s e r v e s  a s  i n d i c b t i v e s  . I n  k31& t h e r e  a r e  

two main t y p e s  o f  demonst ra t ives .  

i t s  p l u r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

i n d i c a t e  something ' ove r  t h e r e '  he uses  t h e  nomial 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of ' k h a t '  b u t  ' t h a t ' i s  r epea ted  . . : 

a f t e r  t h e  noun ap:ai.n, Below i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n .  

T h i s  and that and 

I f  a speaker  wanted t o  

That mman 3nt  m w s i t 6  

That woman o v o r  t he re  5nt  m w A i t 6  3nC 

17:or. t h e  above reason  on ly  t h e  fo l lowing  w i l l  k c  

t r c a t e d :  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  t h e s e  and t h o s e .  

el 1 

The demonst ra t ives  ' t h i s '  a n d ' t h a t '  d i f f e r  i n  t h i s  

c l a s s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c l a s s e s .  T h i s  cannot 

be e a s i l y  expla ined .  One can o n l y  assume t h a t  i.t- i s  

sone  s o r t  o f  a change t h a t  h a s  t aken  p l a c e  i n  the 

language. We a r e  s u r e  f u r t h e r  work on i t  w i l l  r e v e a l  

t h e  process  which cennot be done h e r e  becatise o f  

lirni t e d  t ime.  



.- 
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3-nf mw- $it 6 " t h i s  woman" 

5-ne mw-8n5 " t h i s  c h i l d "  

5 - Fjg6 I' t h a t woman I' 

&gg6 mw- 6 f  t 6 " t h a t  woman" 

mw- $ I t 6  

For convinience Jnd a s  B temporary measure tile 

p r e f i x  f o r  ' t h i s '  w i l l  be chosen a s  concord ia l  p r c f j x  

b u t  much work s t i l l  h a s  t o  be done. 

c l  2 b 8 - d  b- Sn; 
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  

b&n6 b;-t6 
t h e s e  men 

b6-6 t 4 n &  
t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  

bB-d 
t h o s e  

c l  7 ab-nd 
t h i s  

m6-nd 
t h i s  

md-d 
t h a t  

m6- 6 
t h a t  

b s - td  
men 

md-kGri 
h i l l  

mli-nyArA 
e a r t h  

m d - k l r i  
h i l l  

m a -  ny Ar A 
e a r t h  



cl 4 

cl 5 

cl 6 

cl 7 

m6-n& 
these 

m6-nk 
t h e s e  

m6-6 
t h o s e  

me-2, 
t h o s e  

di-n; 
t h i s  

d l - n h  
t h i s  

dd-6 
t h a t  

dd-b 
t h a t  

rnd-nd 
t h e s e  

m8-n6 
t h e s e  

m6-6 
those  

m8-6 
t h o s e  

6-n& 
t h i s  
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mk-sBbS 
horns  

m&-s6b8 
h o r n s  

d i - s j  

eye 

m5- w i n i  
okras 

m8-bSt6 
c l o t h s  

ma -win: 
okras  

m?i-bGtd 
' c l o t h s  
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4-n& A-k$ 
t h i s  market 

Yd k-k8  
t h a t  market 

It i s  worth n o t i n g  t h a t  beGause two vowels can no t  

occur  on t h e i r  own i n  a W s t r u c t u r e ,  one of  t h e  V becomes 

a seni-vobe1. Thus we have / e /  ---) Cy1 / V - V. 

c l  8 b6-n& b&-kp8 
t h e s e  bags  

be-n8 b6-k; 
these markets 

b6-6 
those  

b&r$r;  
ducks 

b6-6 by-6ndi 
t h o s e  i s l a n d s  

c l  3 8-ne m-bdr i  
t h i s  goat  

&-ne  g- g& 
t h i s  road  

Yb 9- gt% 
t h a t  road  



~6 
t h a t  

i - n &  
t h o s e  

i - n &  

t h o s e  

~6 
t h o s e  

~6 
those  

d6-n6 
t h e s e  

d 6 - ~ 6  
these 

dd-6 
t h o s e  

d6- 6 
those 

b6-n6 
t h i s  

b6-nG 
t h i s  

bb-6 
t h a t  
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cl 10 

cl 13 

cl 14 

, 

i 
i 

m-bgr? 
goat 

ny- 61G 
cows 

n- jdkii 

e lephan t s  

rj-girs 
l i o n s  

n- j:g .. 
t i g e r s  

d d - n h i  
b i r d s  

d6-kdr8 
t o r t o i s e s  

dij-njni 
b i r d s  

bd-rs 
boat  

b6- ja' 
ga the r ing  

b d - r j  
boa t  
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bb-d bd- , jZ 
t h a t  g a t h e r i n g  

cl 19 6-n5 i - n h b  
t h i s  bird 

6-ni. Q-kdrB 
t h i s  t o r t o i s e  

~6 is6rtSr6 
t h a t  c r i c k e t  

Yd A-dlSB 
t h a t  s a c r i f i c e  

One might have n o t i c e d  Lhe cons t an t  chsnge i n  t h e  

stem where a t  times it is -n& and a t  times -n6. A 

t e n t a t i v e  reason  f o r  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  might be  t h a t  

k 3 1 E  h a s  a s p e c t s  o f  it& 

t h e  stem is -ne 

s is ter  language dua la  where 

P r e f i x e s  

c l  1 3- 

c l  4 m6- 

cl 7 8- 

cl 10 i- 
cl 19 8- 

c l  2 b6- cl 7 m.d- 

cl 5 di- cl G 1115- 

cl 8 b6 c l  9 8- 

cl 13 db- c l  14 b6 - 
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3.7.4 Possess ives  

Here t o o  p o s s e s s i v e s  a r e  determined b-r nouns,  !ic 

t r i l l  be t r e a t i n g  t h e  fo l lowing  posses s ives .  

c l  1 mw- Bn 
c h i l d  

mw- Qn 
c h i l d  

mw- 6n 
child 

mw- an 
chi ld  

mw- Qn 
chi ld  

mw-8n 
c h i l d  

o u r  

your (PI) 

t h e i r  

BmC "my c h i l d "  

m y  

; g a t  "your  child" 

y o u r  

5 %  "his c h i l d "  

h i s  

d s ~  "our  c h i l d "  

ou r  

Any6 "your cLild" 
your 

5 Wl.5 " t h e i r  c h i l d "  
their 

ITotice t h a t  because t h e r e  is a VV s t r u c t u r e ,  one V is 

dropped, i n  f a v o r  o f ,  ano the r .  T h i s  w i l l  f u r t h e r  be 

d i scussed  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  where some phonologica l  

p r o c e s s e s  a r e  t r e a t e d .  

el 2 b- &\\& bQm6 "my women" 

women *lY 



b- & i t a  
women 

b-a5td 
women 

b-ai'c; 
women 

b - a i t o  
wamen 

cl 3 mh-kdri  
hilZ 

m6-kdri 
h i l l  

md-kdri 
h i l l  

m6-kfiri 
hill 

md- kfiri  
h i l l  

m6-ldri  
h i l l  

cl 4 rn8-rbi~gi 
sheep 

m8-rdggi 
sheep 
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b6r)g6 
your 

bBI 
h i s  

b6sd 
o u r  

b6nyd 
your 

b6w6 
t h e i r  

m ~ n t  
my 

m69& 
your 

m 6 l  
h i s  

mds: 
o u r  

mdnyd 
your  

m6wd 
t h e i r  

m 6 m E  

ms$gd 
your 

"your women" 

" h i s  women'' 

"our  women" 

" y o u r  women" 

" t h e i r  women" 

"my h i l l "  

"your h i l l "  

" h i s  h i l l "  

'I o u r  h i  11" 

"your h i l l "  

" t h e i r  h i  11" 

"my sheep" 

" you r  sheep" 
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mk-rd& 
sheep 

mk-rdggi 
sheep 

mk-rdggi 
sheep 

m6 - r dqg i 
sheep 

i- sdg& 
t o o t h  

i-sdg@ 
t o o t h  

i- sdgg6 
t o o t h  

i - sdgg$  
t o o t h  

i -sdgg;  
both 

i-SdlJgd 
t o o t h  

mS-rkndk 
knives  

m&r6ndk 
knives 

m 6 1  
h i s  

m6sd 
our  

m6nyd 
your 

m6wd 
t h e i r  

rdugd 
your 

r 6 i  
h i s  

r6sd 
our  

r6nyd 
your 

r6wd 
t h e i r  

" h i s  sheep" 

"our sheep" 

"your sheep" 

" t h e i r  sheep" 

"my too th"  

"your t o o t h  " 

.. h i s  t o o t h  " 

"our too th"  

"your too th"  

" t h e i r  t oo th"  

"my knives"  

I' your  knives  " 
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m.3-rGnde . m6l 
knives  his 

m5-rkndi: m$su 
knives  our 

mA-ri.nd8 ma'n yd 
knives  your 

mS-r&nde m a'w u 
knives  t h e i r  

ba-k.3 b6mC 

markets my 

bk-k$ b6r3gd 
markets your 

"his knives" 

"our  knives"  

"your knives" 

'I t h e i r  knives  " 

"my bag 

" your bag " 

" h i s  bag;" 

"our bag" 

"your bag " 

" t h e i r  bag" 

"my markets" 

"our  markets' ' 
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b61 
h i s  

b6s& 
our 

b6n yi 
your 

b6w6 
t h e i r  

Arne 
my 

B r ) d  

your  

6f 
h i s  

$SLl 

o u r  

Snyd 
your 

B Wd 
our 

am& 

8l)gd 
your 

" h i s  markets" 

" o u r  markets" 

your markets' ' I 1  

" t h e i r  market L: " 

"my dog" 

"your  dog" 

"his dog" 

"our  dog" 

"your dog" 

" t h e i r  dog" 

"my goats"  

"your goats"  



cl 13 

cl 14 

m-bdri 
goat  

m-bbri 

goa t  

m-bdrl 
goat  

m-bdri  
goa t  

d6-y6r~g6 
p o t s  

dd- y69g6 
p o t s  

dd-y6g)~~d 
p0t;s 

dd-ydqg6 
p o t s  

dd-ybr~gd 
p o t s  

dd - yd qg6 
p o t s  

bd- r3  
boa t  

bd-& 
boa t  
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81 
his 

ti Sd 

our  

a n d  
YQUX 

5 W L i  
t h e i r  

ddmk 

d4l)gd 
your 

d 6 1  
h i s  

a m  
o u r  

d6nyu 
your 

d6wu 
t h e i r  

b8m8 
my 

b61ggd 
your 

" h i s  g O 8 t S "  

"our goa ts"  

"your goats"  

" t h e i r  goa t s "  

"my p o t s "  

"your po t s "  

"his p o t s "  

"our po t s "  

"your Gats" 

" t h e i r  p o t s "  

"my boat"  

" your bo a t  I '  



. .  

I n  f l u e n t  speech 

se@,uence. That  i 

n o t  become a semi 

: :.. , . .. . ... 

.. . . - .  - ..  .. 

b d - r j  
boa t  

b6-ra 
boa t  

b6-r3 
b o a t  

b&r3 
boat  

i - n s n i  
b i r d  

i -n sn i  
b i r d  

i - n s n i  
b i r d  

i - n s n i  
b i r d  

i - n 5 n i  
b i r d  

i - n s n i  
b i rd  
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bdi: 
h i s  

bbsd 
our 

bdnyd 
your 

bdwd 
t h e i r  

Im6 

i r ) @  

your 

$6 
h i s  

is6 
our  

inyd  
your 

iWd 

t h e i r  

, .  

"his boa t "  

"0 u r  bo a t  I' 

"your boa t "  

'I the i r"  

"my b i rd"  

"your b i r d "  

"his b i rd"  

"our  b i rd"  

"your b i r d "  

" t h e i r  b i rd"  

. .., . :. : c: . .  I, ..:: , ..;. -. . .. 
the . n a t i v e  soeake r s  e l i d e  a 

.s,  i n  cases  where on of t h e  

.-vowel. 

~. . . .  , .  , I .  . .... . . 
V i n  

vowe 
. -. 



B 
S 

I 

'3 
' S  

b6 
' S  

b6 
' S  
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(.. 

.' Possess ive  p r e f i x e s  

c l  1 B c l  2 bA c l  3 mLl 

cl 4 m 6  cl 5 rA c l  6 mi5 

! c l  7 8.' c l  8 b6 c l  9 B 
$ 

c l  10 4 c l  13 dd c l  14 bd 
6 c i  19 1- 

3 .3 .5  Assoc ia t ives  

Assoc ia t ives  a r e  connected t o  cons t ruc t ion .  That 

i s  noun i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  another  (Ni N;). 

be  t r e a t e d  h e r e  is  an  equ ive len t  of t h e  Eng l i sh  

apostrophy s (Is). I t ' s  form v a r i e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  with 

t h e  first noun (N1). 

c l  1 

what : r i l l  

Below is  an i l l u s t r a t i o n .  

mci- 6nB 
c h i l d  

mw-sftd 
woman 

cl 2 

b-6n$ 
c h i  l.dren 

b-Si td  
wonen 

m w - B i t 6  " t h e  woman's c h i l d "  
woman 

m6-td " t h e  man's wi fe"  
man 

mw-8itd " t h e  woman's ch i ld ren"  
women 

m6-td " the  man's wives" 
men 
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C 

mw- 6nd6 
f o o t  

mi%-i%m$ 
h e a r t  

my- Bnd6 
fee t  

m & - r 6 m $  
h e a r t s  

i- siiqg.4 
t o o t h  

i - t 6 i  
e a r  

m$-sfirjg 
t e e t h  

ms-tdi  
ears  

S-lrpS 
bag 

k-tdmbi 
shoe 

b&-kp$ 
bags 

b k-  t6mbi 
shoes 

md 
' 9  

md 

' S  

m B 
'S 

m6 
'S 

r.4 
'S 

r.4 
'9 

miS 
'S 

m6 
' S  

Yd 
' S  

YS 
'S 

be 
'S 

b6 
'S 

mw- 3f t 6  
woman 

mw- $ i t 6  
woman 

mw-$it6 
woman 

mw-dit6 
woman 

mw-dIt6 
woman 

1 u w - & i t 6  
woman 

mw-Sit6 
woman 

mw- 5 It 6 
woman 

m w - $ i t 6  
woman 

mw-8it6 
woman 

mw- ; i t6  
woman 

mw- si t 6  
woman 

"the woman's i o o t "  

" the  woman ' s l ieart  

" t h e  woman's f e e t "  

" the  woman I s hea r t s ' '  

" the woman's t oo th ' '  

" t h e  woman's ea r "  

"the woman's t e e t h "  

" t k e  woman ' s ears" 

"the woman's bag'' 

' ' the woman ' s shoe" 

" the wonan's bags" 

" the woman's shoes" 
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cl 9 m-b6r? YA mw-Bit6 "the woman's soat" 

goat 'S woman 

r)-gb& YA mw-aitd "the woman's dog'' 
goat 'S woman 

cl 10 m-b6r? Yd mw-dit6 "the woman's goats" 
goat 's woman 

mw6it6 "the woman's do:;s" g-gb8 Yd 
dog ' S  woman 

cl 13 do-y6y)g6 d5 mw-$it6 "t'he woman's pots" 
Pot 'S woman 

d fig@ d6 mw .Sit6 "the woman's eagles" 
eagles ' S  woman 

cl 14 b6-r3 bd mw-8itd "the woman's boat" 
boat ' S  woman 

bd-kZ b6 mw-ift6 "the woman's l o f - t "  
loft ' s  woman 

cl 19 I-njni YB mw-Bit6 "the woman's bird" 
bird 'S woman 

&-kdr& YS mw-8itd "he woman's tortoise" 
tortoise ' s  woman 

Associative prefixes 

cl 1 A 
c l  4 m-5 

cl 2 b4 cl 3 md 

cl 5 rd cl 6 ma 
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c l  7 Yd c l  8 b6 c l  9 y2 

c l  10 yB cl 17, d6 c l  14 b6 

c l  19 y6 

Tne p r e f i x e s  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i v e  I s  i n  t h i s  language a r e  

t h e  same a s  t h a t  of  ' o f ' .  For example: 

cl 9 1)-g6& y6 mw-sl td  " t h e  r o a d  of t h e  wonm" 
road  o f  woman 

c l  - 5  di - fondi  r a  mA-kdmb& " t h e  h o l e  of t he  gun" 
ho le  of gun 

3.7.6 Determinatives 

A s  t h e  name goes de te rmina t ives  i n  t h i s  case a r e  
is  

t o  determine whether one noun d i f f e r e n t  from another  

n o t  i n  t h e  sense  of p r e f i x e s  and c l a s s e s  but  i n  t h e  

l i g h t  of '"6ther" add "which". B u t  a f t e r  looking a t  

t h e  d a t a  we n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  form "which" i n  k31c i s  

n o t  a f f e c t e d  by c l a s s .  That is  it does n o t  have a 

p s r t i c u l a r  pref ix  marking a c l a s s ,  consequently it is 

p r e f i x l e s s .  Le t  u s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t .  

c l  1 njdkh m w - $ i t A  "which woman?" 
which woman 

c l  4 njdkii m&k6kd "which sugarcanes?" 
which sugarcanes 
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c l  9 njfikfi n.-)&kfi It whi ch e lephant  ? 
which e lephant  

As a r e s u l t  we w i l l  be  looking only  a t  t h e  de te rmina t ive  

' 'other".  It i s  determined by t h e  noun wwith-iwhich it 

i s . u s e d .  . Thus it has p r e f i x e s  t o  mark i t ' s  c l a s s e s  

same a s  t h e  nouns t o o  

c l  1 

c l  2 

c l  3 

c l  4 

c l  5 

m w - s i t d  nd-f6f8 
woman another  

m&rkgdi nd - f6 f8  
t e a c h e r  another  

b&-td  h d - f e f k  
persons o t h e r  

bS-rdCai  bd-f6f8 
t e a c h e r s  o t h e r  

md-kbkd m 6 - f B f G  
sugarcane another  

m G - r G m b A  md-f6f$ 
mouth another  

mk-kdkd md- fer& 
sugarcenes o t h e r  

m&-rfirnbd m&f6f& 
mouths o t h e r  

di-kAk6 d i - f 6 f &  
crab  another  

"another  woman" 

"another  t eache r"  

"o the r  persons" 

"o the r  t e a  chers  " 

"anotner  .sugarcane" 

"another  mouth" 

"o ther  sugarcanes" 

"o the r  mouths" 

"another  c rab"  



c l  6 

c l  8 

cl 9 

Cl' 10 

cl 13 

d5.-b6y)g6 
stomach 

mrj-ksk6 
c rabs  

in&- b6i~g6 
stomachs 

8-wGkk 
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d f -  f6fd "a no the r  stoma cli" 
a n o t h e r  

m6-f Bf6 "other crabs"  
o t h e r  

m6- f k f e  " o t h e r  stomachs" 
o t h e r  

i - f e f  B "another  chimpanzee" 
hhimpailzee ano the r  

$-k& i- f6r"B "another  market ' I  

mazket a n c t h e r  

b$- &ktE b6-f Af6 "o the r  chimpanzees" 
chimpanzees o t h e r  

b 8- kB 
markets 

I: -j Bk3 
e lephant  

n - d s d  
house 

ny- &kB 
cows 

r p g i r &  
l i o n s  

dd-nsni 
b i r d s  

b4-€6€8 
o t h e r  

8 - € 6 € k  
eno the r  

6-  f e f  B 
another  

i- f Bid 
o t h e r  

i - f 6 f d  
other 

d6-€6f& 
o t h e r  

o t h e r  markets I '  

" another  e lephant  " 

"another  house" 

"o ther  cows" 

" o t h e r  l i o n s "  

"o the r  birds 



cl 14 

c l  19 

d& serer6 
crickets 

-_ b 6 - d  I 

boa t  

b6-kg 
l o f t  

I- s6r6re 
c r i c k e t  

d6- fef8  " o t h e r  c r i c k e t s "  
o t h e r  

b6- f6f& "another  boa t"  
ano the r  

b6- f &f6 "another  l o f t "  
ano the r  

i - f 6 f 8  "another  p o t "  
ano the r  

X-f6f8 "another  c r icke . t  
ano the r  

Looking a t  t h e  above it is n o t i c e d  t h a t  two forms 

a r e  used ' a n o t h e r ' ,  'other'. But it should be  noted  

t h a t  b o t h  mean t h e  same t h i n g  o n l y  t h a t  ' ano the r '  i s  

f o r  s i n g u l a r  and ' o t h e r '  i s  f o r  p l u r a l .  The p r e f i s a s  

f o r  t h i s  de t e rmina t ives  a r e  l i k e  t h a t  of a d j e c t i v e s .  

c l  1 nd- c l  2 b6- c l  3 md 

cl 4 me- c l  5 d i -  c l  6 m6 

c l  7 i- cl 8 b6- cl 9 6- 

61 10 i- cl 17 d6- ~l 14 bo- 

c l  19 i- 

3 .3 .7  Verbal  Concord 

One might g e t  very s u p r i s e d  when meseeosva&Bs 

appear ing  when t h e  t o p i c  of  concern is Nouns. One 



d& 

e a t s  

mild6 
a t e  

d6 
e a t  

m8dA 

m r i  d6 
it e a t s  

md mSd.4 
it a t e  

m4 d6 
t h e y  e a t  

I 
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should have been supr i sed  t o o  when a d j e c t i v e s  were 

t r e a t e d  The exp lana t ion  is t h a t  whenever a noun i s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  of a onjugated verb ,  t h e  noun resppeares  

i n  a pronominal form before  t h e  verb. This  pronoun is 

a pe r sona l  pronoun which we c a l l  t h e  v e r b a l  p r e f i x  

because it h e l p s  i n  t h e  conjuga.. ion.  This  i n t e r e s t s  us 

because it depends on t h e  .form of t h e  noun c l a s s  and 

t h u s  v a r i e s  from c l a s s  t o  c l a s s .  

c l  1 

m&t6 & 
man he 

mw-QnA & 
c h i l d  he 

c l  2 

b&-t6 b6 
nen they  

b-8n6 b6 
c h i l d r e n  they  a t e  

cl 3 

mll- r 6 g g i  
sheep 

rnfi-rdggi 
sheep 

cl 4 
m&-r?g $2 
sheep 

' "the man ea ts"  

" t h e  c h i l d  a t e "  

" " t h e  men e a t "  

" t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t e "  

" t h e  sheep e a t s "  

" t h e  sheep a t e "  

" t h e  sheep e a t "  
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m&-$Aggi m6 
she fp t  they 

c l  5 
d l -  ~3 d i  
eye it 

dl-ss d i  

eye it 

c l  6' 

rn2 - tAi  m6 
e a r s  t hey  

ma-toi m6 
e a r s  t h e y  

c l  7 
k-k6rbggwS 6 
l i z a r d  it 

$-kdr6rJgw& 6 
l i z a r d  it 

cl 8 

b&k6rdggwA bQ 

l i z a r d s  t hey  

bk-k6rdggw& b6 
l i z a r d s  t h e y  

c l  9 
9- gbw& Ei nArJgG " the  dog s l e e p s "  
dog it  s l e e p s  

m6d& " t h e  sheep a t e "  
a t e  

d i b 6  " t h e  eye c loses"  
c l o s e s  

msdlb8 " t h e  eye closed" 
c losed  

dib8 " t h e  e a r s  c lose"  
c l o s e  

mo'd;b$ "ehe e a r s  c losed"  
c losed  

sQkQ " the  l i z a r d  dances" 
dances 

m6s6k6 " t h e  l i z a r d  danced" 
danced 

s6k6 "the l i z a r d s  dance" 
dance 

mBs6k6 " the  l i z a r d s  danced" 
danced 
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13'gbA B mdndgg8 
dog it s l e p t  

10 

n- j &il & ndqgd 
e l ephan t s  t h e y  s l e e p  

n- j8kil .3 m8ntjrJgd 
e l ephan t s  t h e y  s l e p t  

13 

d6-n5ni dd d6 
b i r d s  t h e y  e3t  

db-nSni  dB ndd6  
b i r d s  t h e y  a t e  

14 

b&r3  bd t i m b d  
boat  it r e t u r n s  

bd-rs b6 m4tfrnb8 
boa t  i t  r e t u r n e d  

19 
i - n h i  8 k6n5 
b i r d  it s i n g s  

2 - n h f  6 mBkdn3 
b i r d  it sang 

" the  dog s l e p t "  

" the  e l ephan t s  s l e e p "  

" the  e lephant  s l e p t "  

" t h e  birds eat ' '  

" t h e  b i r d s  a t e "  

" t h e  boa t  r e t u r n s "  

" t h e  boat r e tu rned"  

" t h e  b i r d  s i n g s "  

" the  b i r d  sang" 
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Prefixes 

cl 1 6 cl 2 b6 c l  3 md 

c l  4 n6 c l  5 di c l  6 m6 

- c l  7 d c l  Lc be ' c l  9 3 

cl 10 6 c l  13 d6 c l  14 b6 

cl 19 Q 
.. ;. . :.. 

3.3.8 Aia lys i s  of Cbncord System 

Looking a t  t h e  concord system t h e  mumeral, 

posses s ive  a d j e c t i v e  and v e r b a l  concord p r e f i x e s a r e  p o d  

nominal except, : .for t h e  denonsf t ra t ive.  For example, 

we have, 

Adj. mw-2it6 nd--nden$ "b ig  woman" 
woman b i g  

poss. b-SI t6  bd-rnc I1 my women" 
women m y  

dem b&nk bG-kp6 ' I t  h b  bag 3 
t11lPse bags 

Most of  t h e  concord ia l  forms agree w i t h  t h e  nominal  

c l a s s  of t h e  noun t h a t  i s  used. The most cons tan t  o f  

t h e  cilassbs Bre!-.2, 4 ,  6, 8, 13 and 14.  C l a s s  1 s ' i01;~  

8 l o t  of i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  prefixes ranging  from m- ( ~ T T J C ) .  

no- (xp> 6- (UP> 6- (PPI.  I n  some cases  a s  i n  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i v e  t h e  p r e f i x  h a s  even d i ed  ou t  l eav ing  a 
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i 
P 
I c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  no p r e f i x .  Example: ! 
i 
I mw- 6n2 m w - d i t 6  " t h e  woman's c h i l d "  
i 
i. 

3 

i 

c h i l d  woman 
[ 

h r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  nouns of  c l a s s  one, a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h a -  

b l e  b37 t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e i r  semantic  con ten t .  It i s  

t h e  o n l y  c l a s s ,  t h a t  has  human be ings ,  a s  its. seroantic 

c o n t e n t ,  o the rwise  t h e  concord system would n o t  have 

been a b l e  t o  f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t ,  a 

I 

i p a r t i c u l a r  noun be lons  t3 c l a s s  one. 

T o r  t h e  c l a s s e s  wi th  a V struct-uue a s  t h e  noun 

c l a s s  p r e f i x ,  t h e  concord p r e f i x e s  have tended t o  be ehe 

sane.  T h i s  is  exampl i f ied  i n  c l a s s  7 and 19. 

c l  19 - 6-n& i -n5ni  
t h i s  b i r d  

Q-at' ' P-kirdggwS c 

l i z a r d  mY 

Poss c l  7 

I 
L 

ci 19 . 6-kbr6 .. 
t o r t  o i s  e r: uy 

The c l a s s e s  with a n a s a l  8s p r e f i x  (noun cl) have 

t h e  tendency of  adopt ing  t h e  concord ia l  p r e f i x e s  o i  
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class 7 and 19. 
concord c l a s s e s  7 ,  9, 10 and 19 have s i m i l a r  p r e f i x e s .  

I n  some cases  a s  i n  t h e  Assoc ia t ive  

c l  7 8-kpB y6 m w - 8 i t 6  " t h e  woman's bag" 
bag ' 9  woman 

c l  9 m-bbr i  y.3 mw-6ft6 " t h e  woman's goa t"  
goat  ' s  woman 

c l  10 m-b6ri yB mw-8it6 " t h e  woman's goa t s "  
g o a t s  I S  woman 

c l  19 i - n s n i  yd mw-8it6 " t h e  woman's b i rd"  

b i r d  I S  woman 

khat  will d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  case  o f  9 a n d  

10 is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  tones a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  low and 

h igh  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A,s €o r  '7 and 19 t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w i l l  

come i f  we cons ider  t h e i r  p l u r a l  coun te rpa r t s .  The 

former is c lass  8 and t h e $ & t e r i s  c lass  13. 

3 -4 - Some roun-phrase Phonological  Processes  - 

When sound changes occur ,  because of  a contigLiity 

of  morphemes, t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a phonological  p rocess .  

What will i n t e r e s t  us  is t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  

phonological  p rocesses s  i n  gene ra l ,  and i n  @apt:LLular. 

the  vowel d e l e t i o n  p rocess ,  and major c l a s s  change 

processes .  

t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  voweis and 

s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  processes  a r e  processes  
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consonants.  

When t h e r e  i s  8 c o l l o c a t i o n  o f  noun- 'possessive 

vowel d e l e t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e .  I n  t h i s  case  t h e r e  is  D 

cont iguous occurence o f  two vowels a3ross word bouiidary, 

and such a case  one vowel drops  o f f .  It should be  noted  

t h a t ,  when t h e  word& a r e  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  they a r e  n o t  

d e l e t e d .  T h i s  can be i l l u s c r a t e d  a s  fo l lows:  

mwBn6 Am6 --$ miv6nBm6 "my c h i l d "  
c h i l d  mY c h i l d  my 

mwiin; 5Sd - - -3 rndnrlsd "our c h i l d "  
ch i ld  ou r  c h i l d  our  

nwsn2 Anyd ---3 mw6nAnyd 
chi ld  your(p1)  c h i l d  jour 

mwAn3 si - -4  mwsn61. 
ch i ld  h i s  c h i l d  h i s  

''your c h i l d "  

"his chi ld"  

A formal  s ta tement  t o  account f o r  t h e  above proces:> 

i s  V - -3 o / v - -  V 

Major c l a s s  change p rocess  is a p rocess  where a 

vowel can become a semi vowel. I n  k n l &  t h i s  occu i s  

i n  noun .demonstrat ive c o l l o c a t i o n  i. e. when t h e r e  

a r e  two vovels  i n  a word one vowel becomes a semi- 

vowel. T h i s  most ly  occurs  i n  c l a s s e s  where t h e  preFix 

has  a V s t r u c t u r e  a& t h e  concord ia l  stem a l s o  has  
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a V s t r u c t u r e .  Below an example f rom a c l a s s  w i t h  EO CV 

p r e f i x  and t h a t  of V p r e f i x  a r e  compared. 

c l  6 m6-n$ mri-win2 
t h e s e  okras  

ma-; m$-wini 
t h o s e  okras  

\ ’. 

The p r o s e  s ta tement  is  t h a t  a high f r o n t  vowel becomes 

i i a  corresponding g l i d e  when followed by another  

vowel To p u t  it i n  formal  s t a t e m e n t  it is :  

/e/ - - -  -> cy1 / - v 

Overleaf i s  a r e c a p i t u l a t i v e  t a b l e  f o r  t h e  con- 

c o r d i a l  p r e f i x e s  though not  a l l  a r e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  box. 

column i 

column ii 

column iii 

column iv 

column v 

column v i  

column v i i  
column v i i i  

Nominal p r e f i x e s  

Numera l  p r e f i x e s  

Adjec t ive  p r e f i x e s  

Damonstrative p r e f i x e s  

Possess ive  p r e f i x e s  

4 s s o c i a t i v e  p r e f i x e s  

Determinative p r e f i x e s  
V e r b a l  p r e f i x e s  
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3.5 Genders and t h e i r  Semantic Content ---- 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Nouns of t he  c l a s s e s  descr ibed  i n  the  previous 

s e c t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  p a i r  as t o  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l .  

This  p a i r i n g  is commonay r e f e r e d  t o  a s  gender.  

s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  p a i r i n g  of nouns i s  brought out 

ThSs 
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by t h e i r  p r e f i x e s .  When t h i s  i s  t h e  case  we t a l k  o f  

double  c l a s s  genders .  But c e r t a i n  nouns f o r  which 

enumeration is i r r e l e v a n t ,  such a s  l i q u i d  and uass 

nouns, a r e  members of one o r  s i n g l e  c l a s s  gender a s  

opposedto t h e  double c l a s s  gender.  Apart from tne;e 

l i q u i d  nouns w e  a l s o  have a b s t r a c t  nouns t h a t  cannot be 

counted These nouns cannot be cons idered  a s  malcin, 

a c l a s s  on t h e i r  own, it  i s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t ,  t he7  

nay  be grouped wi th  nouns t h a t  make up a double cLr:;s 

gender .  

hs concerns semantic  c o n t e n t ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  

Bantu noun c l a s s e s  may hove been based on a semantic 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  nouns. But now, i t  appears  a 

p u r e l y  a r b i t r a r y  system., where i n  no one c l a s s  can 

nouns of o n l y  one semantic  con ten t  be found. PTost 

permanent of  c l a s s e s  a r e  c l  1/2, c l  6a and c l  9/10 i n  

ka1c 

It; shauld  b e  noted  t h w t  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  semantic  

con ten t  of  t h e  Bentu iioun c l a s s  is  g o t  from Welmers 

(1973-1. 
Below 8re e l a b o r a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  two 

d i f f e r e n t  genders  i n  kale and t h e i r  semantic  con ten t ,  

beginning  wi th  t h e  double c l a s s  genders.  
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Double c l a s s  genders  

From s t u d i e s  of  t h e  d a t a ,  it h a s  been discovered 

t h a t  k31c has  n i n e  double  c l a s s  genders .  These have 

been d i sp layed  a s  fo l lows  i n  t h e  accompanying t a 3 l e :  

the  t a b l e  c l a s s  genders  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by l i n e s  j o i n i n g  

two c l a s s  numbers. The numbers on t h e  l e f t  r e f e r  t o  

s i -ngular  nouns, t h o s e  on the  r i g h t  t o  p l u r a l  nouns. 

Table  f o r  Double Class Genders - 
Sin&ar c l a s s  I P l u r a l  c l a s s  

1 2 

I_ --.--- 

-.. . / 4  I 3 

5 

I I 14. :... . ,  .. .. 
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As t h e  t a b l e  shows, t h e r e  a r e  G\ne double c l a s s  genders 

i n  kalE and they .  a r e  a s  fol lows:  

Double c l a s s  gender 1/2 

Double c l a s s  gender 7/4 

Double c lass  gender 5/6 

Double  c l a s s  gender ?/a 
Double c l a s s  gender 9/10 

Double c l a s s  gender 9/6 

Double c l a s s  gender 14/6 

Double c l a s s  gender 14/4 

Double c l a s s  gender 19/13 

Gender 1 /2  mk-/b&- 

This  gender is  made up of nouns des igna t ing  people.  

Below a r e  nouns t h e t  make up t h i s  gender. 

ch ie f  ( s )  

farrner(s 1 

t e a c h e r ( s )  

witch( e s )  
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elder(s) 

t r a v e l l e r ( s )  

Gender 3/4 m;-/m& 

T h i s  gender i s  markcd by a mixed c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

c e r t a i n  o b j e c t s .  D iv i s ions  a r e  p o s s i b l e  t h u s  rnember- 

sh ip  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  could be c h a r a c t e r i s e d  i n  the 

f o l l o u i n g  way. 
~ 

I Natu ra l  o b j e c t s  

m;-k?mi 

m k - k A r i  

m-6sS 

my-ds3 

rnw- tigg6 

my-tiggs 

Animals. I n s e c t s  

m6-rdggl 

m&rdggi 

m6- kdmbk 

ink - k&mb& 

h i l l ( s )  

r i ve r (  s )  

r o o t ( s 1  

sheep 

a l l i g a t o r ( s )  



m k6yikd yi 

mk-k6yik6yi 

Body parts 

mh- r 6mS 

nb-r6m'e 

m6-&6mb6 

m e -  m6nb6 

mw- Snd6 

my- hnd6 

m6 - r 6 fil 

I& - r 6 f ti 

- f o o d s t u f f  

mb-rdk6 

m6-r;kd 

mb-kbkd 

m8-lrdkd 
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f r o d s )  

ca t (s )  

hea r t  (s )  

noses 

f o o t  (feet) 

head( s )  

cocoayam(s) 

sugar  cene(s> 

widow(s) 

parent ( 8 )  

f r i e n d (  s ) 
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j Birds and r e l a t e d  o b j e c t  

mw- Bm6 

rn&& 
b a t ( s )  

Miscellaneous 

rn-&-f 

This gender is made up of nouns of  va r ious  o r i g i n s  b u t  

the main content  is p a r t s  of t h e  body. Below a r e  

examples 

i-siingd 

m&- s i ng6  

d- l sd  

rn-lsc 

t o o t h  ( t e e t h )  

b r e e s t ( s )  
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tongue( s 

Natural  obdects 

ho le(s )  / cave(s> 

dry  season(s)  

s tone  ( s )  

Household o b j e c t s  and r e l a t e d  objects 

Plant  l i f e  

d?-kp&mb& 

m6 - kp8 mb& 

1- inde 

1- i n d 6  

dl-b&kB 

rn$-b;k& 

k n i f e  (knives) 

broom (s  

c l o t h ( s )  

cassava 

cocoayen( s )  

pumpkin(s) 
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Miscellaneous 

d2-M 

m8-b6 

-d8kz 

rnG-r&ko+ 

- lknd& 

m$-rknd& 

li- sG13g6 

m$-s&ggd 

di-kSk6 

rnG-kAk6 I 
! 

Gender 7/8 k - / b & -  

marr iage(s )  

gam&) 

journey(s )  

i n h e r i t a n c e  

c rab  ( s ) 

liouns found i n  t h i s  gender a r e :  

Animals, b i rds ,  i n s e c t s  

&-w8kk 

b&w$k? 
chimpanzee(s) 

By-bngdk6ri 

by-bng6kdrS 
chemeleen(s) 

&kdr6ggw$ 

bk-kdrdggwd 
l i z a r d (  s) 

duck(s )  

6 -  t h d 8  

b&- t Gnd8 
a n t t s )  



N a t u r a l  ob, jects  

8 y- And5 

by-6ndi 
j s  l and  ( 

C. o unt  r y  

B - S B S B  
mat ( s  1 

b&-SBSB 
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Cloth ing  and adornment 

’, 
8-tBmbi shoe (s ) 

bC-tdmbP 

p i p e ( s )  &-s?kdn 
b 8- sik6.n 

Body P a r t  and r e l a t e d  items 
, 

b-td1jg6 s h o u l d e r ( s )  
b6- t 61jg6 

6-bSr i  
b8-bkr: 

$-b8rS 
bB-bBr6 

&-tGs& 
b 8 -VI& s 8 

Miscellaneous 
-I 

6 - 1i$ 
b&-!r> 

&-ton& 
b&-tam8 

Gender 9/10 N-/N- 

i n t e s t i n e ( s )  

s c a r ( s >  

r a t , ( s )  

I 
maJket 

debt (s)  

T h i s  gender appears  t o  ba the l a r g e s t  of a l l  genders 

c o n t a i n i n s  a wide v a r i e t y  of  nouns. 

a r e  animals .  

r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  same way i . e  no p a r t i c u l a r  preii-x 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  them. h l o w  a r e  examples: 

The most dominant 

It i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  gender 9/10 i s  

-I<&& an te lope  (s) 
-k$l,$ 

e l e p h a n t ( s )  n- j dki i  
n- j&kd 



lion(s) 

cow(s) 

9-gird 
g-g?r& 

ny-8kd 
ny- dkd 

-fd& 
- f66  

rat(s) 

snake(s) m-b&bd 
m-b$mb& 

-kdd 
-kSm& 

monkey(s) 

Poodstuf f 

m-bg 
m-bz 

groundnut(s) m-bh 
m-bi8 

11 -dbng6 
il-ddngb 

n- d6k6 
n-d6k6 

I-- Piatural ObJects  - 

pepper( s j 

potatoe(s) 

m-b& 
m-bG 

rn-bGkf 
m-b$ki 

Insects 

villsge(s) 

cloud(s) 

n- jjwd 
n- jSw5  

b e e ( s )  

-f;jdkd 
-fdj6kfi 

Birds 

-kdmbi6 
- k3mb $6 

coakrooch(es) 

kite(s) 



P a r t s  of t h e  bod2 

- f i k3  
- f i k 3  

-ny-drd 
-ny-drd 

Household i tems 

9- g6r5 
g-gdr5  

-tdkd 
-tdkd 

b e l l ( s )  g-@n 
5-&n 

k6ndS c h a i r ( s )  \ 
kdnd6 

One n o t i c e s  t h a t  n o s t  burrowed words 

[ c l a s s .  Exc,rop i-sa: o r e :  

s h i r t  (s ) 

t owe l (  s )  

window(s) 

Gender 9/6  N-/m5- 

T h i s  gender has t h e  fo l lowing  nouns 

-- Anima Is 

g-g6mbQ 
ma-ngbmbs 

kidney( s ) 

body (bodies)  

spoon(s)  

calobosh (es) 

I 

a r e  found i n  this 
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Man-made o b j e c t s  

road ( s )  TJ-gBB 
e 

. ma-rJgB6 

house(s )  n-dQwd 
m&nd6w6 

ga*hering(s)  

door  stcp(s) 

canoe( s)  

loft(s) 

nouns i n  t h i s  gender a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few s ince  nouns 

s 14 i t s e l f  a r e  r e r e  i n  t h e  k a l e  language. Beloii 

examp 1 es : 

b6- jz 
m2-  j5 

b6-shdnS  
m8-shndnS 

bd-rj  

1 
! 

".I 
i 

i /  

bb-/ma'- :I 
i 
i 

i 
? 

tree(s) >( type )  

c i rcumcis ion(s )  

Gender 12,'13~ i - /dd  

This gender has very few nouns. The fo l lowing  a r c  



Animals and birds  

l-BwBng$ 
d6-Bw8ngs 

i- s Br&e 
do- s &6r6 

&-yLirJgfi 
do- ybr)gd 

i -nSni  
do-n5ni 

&-kdr& 
d6- ddr& 

Household u t e n s i l s  

c r a y f i s h  

c r i c k e t ( s )  

eag le  ( s )  

b i r d (  s )  

t o r t o i s e ( s )  

cooking pot  ( s )  6-76r;)gd 
d6 - y.dr~g6 

box( e s )  6 - Bb I)g6 
d6-BdrJg6 

Miscellaneous 

ankle  (s  ) i-k$na6iw&nd& 
do- khng6iw&nd$ 

s a c r i f i c e ( s )  6-d . i s6  
dd-diS6 

S i n g l e  class gender 

I n  t h e  k3lE language t h e r e  a r e  ve ry  f e w  nouns t h a t  

fall under t h e  s i n g l e  c l a s s  gender. Consequently vory 

few c l a s s e s  a r e  regarded a s  s ing le  c l a s s  genders.  ‘i%e 

fo l lowing  a r e  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f t h e s e c l a s s e s  and t h e i r  

semantic conten t .  The s i n g l e  c l a s s  genders a r e :  

Gender 8 

Gender 9 
Gender 1 4  
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Gender 3 mh- 

nfi-ny6r8v6 sky 

md-rfs8 poverty 

Gender 4 mi?- 

my- Brlm ur ine  

Gender 5 d’i- L 

Natural  phenomena 

di-bd ashes 

d i - t i t ?  darkness  

i - s C w 8  f a  mine 

i - t s n s  r i p e  

d- 6b8 God 

Related t o  human be ings  

d-5ki deaf 

s 

d-ciwS c ry  

2- y6 laughter  

Gender 6 ( a )  m a  - 

n5-riwd 

mii&drd 

m6-nySqgEi 0gQlb 

m3-nyGggS 

md- yd 

Gender 7 1- 

b. I l l n e s s e s  

O-k5r5k3tb 

&k5sBri 

water 

o i l  

kerosine 

palm-nut o i l  

blood 

meoslcs 

cough 
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N a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  

&w&i sun 

6-nyingj  ear thquake 

Gender 8 b& 

Examples of nouns from t h i s  gender a re :  

b 6- b6t B r  i 

b 6- w6k2 pr i son  

beginning 

Gender 9 N- 

It is t h i s  gender tha t :  has  most of the a b s t r a c t  nouns. 

The fo l lowing  a r e  examples: 

Natuara l  phenemena 

krds  f i r e  

wsse world 

13- bGQ r a i n  

9-gdS8kd draught  

t dndi f b o d  

n- gij wind 

lcpdrr dea th  

Foodstuff 

m-bz gams 

n-g3ndd groundnuts 

m-bis palm-nut 

ksrsr2 corn 

l d n d i  r i c e  

y h g &  s a l t  

I- 



Wiscelleneous 

ny-is8 

n j- Bm6 

ygts  

f i n d i  

t g :  kd 

mimb6 

Gender 1 4  b6- 

bd- r?  

bd-qg6 

thirst 

sperm 

r eques t  

gundpowder 

tobwcco 

wine 

money 

age 



-&LrEI - 
C H A P T E R  IV 

4.1 Genral  Conclusion 

T h i s  p i e c e  of work has  b e m  an a t tempt  t o  deacr ibe  

t h e  noun c l a s s  system of kJ1E. 

I n  t h i s  Study we n o t i c e d  many i n t e r e s t i n g  f .?c t s .  

On phonology, t he  language i s  known t o  have twen ty -a i th t  

ccnsonants  - s imple  and complex - and seven vowels t k 3 t  

c m  a l l  bc lengthened There is  one c e n t r a l  vowel, t h r c c  

bock ones 2nd threL f r o n t  ones. The vowels hod t h e  

tendency of forming t h e i r  semi vowel consonants when t h e y  

were found i n  a cont iguous sequence. 

The t o n e  f o r  t h e  noun p r e f i x e s  a r e  always low. Tone 

chan-e i n  stems is also no t i ce&.  Tho most f requent  ones 

a r e  3s fo l lows .  

- V%cn two vowels with low t o n c s  occur ,  it r&ults i n  

one t o n e  be ing  dropped and t h e  o t h e r  adopted. 

examp Xes b6616 ---# bw6l6 'I t r e e "  

b66l)gB --$ b d g g 6  "ches t"  

- ' \ k e n  two vowels wi th  two d i f f e r e n t  t ones  occur ,  one 

h i g h ,  one l o w ,  t h e  h igh  tone  is  r e t a i n e d  and t h G  low one 

dropped. 

exa mple s d i i s 6  --9 d i s 5  "eye" 

d i i n B  ---a din6 "name" 

- When two vowels meet 8nd form one, t h e  t w o  tones  of 

t h e  vowels combine 

cxample s d i i  --$ a i  'I hair I' 

368 ---a j& "hand" 
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The t o n a l  system f o r  the concord ia l  p r e f i x e s  a r e  more 

complicated.  

t o n e s  i n  c l  1 and c l  9 while a l l  t he  o t h e r  clasfses have 

high tones .  

change because of c o l l o c a t i o n .  T h i s  is  becauw there 

i s  alriays an i n t e r v e n i n g  p r e f i x  which h e l p s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

the  two words. 

example Noun - Adjec t ive  c o l l o c a t i o n  

Genera l ly ,  t h e  concord ia l  p r e f i x e s  have low 

It i s  n o t  a common p r a c t i c e  t o  f i n d  tone  

md-td "person" 

nd6n& ulbi@t 

mo-to nd nd&& "big person" 

Noun - numeral c o l l o c a t i o n  

mG-kdrQrcl "European I' 

D- 3k5 "one" 

rnfi-kdrdrs m3k5 "one European" 

A s  concerns t h e  noun c l a s s  system, t h e  nouns have 

been grouped i n  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  according t o t h e i r  nominal 

p r e s i x c s .  K a l . ~  has  f i f t e e n  c l a s s e s  (1 ,  l a ,  2 ,  3,, 4 ,  5 ,  

6, 6a, 7 ,  8, 9 ,  10, 15, 14, 19) which can f u r t h e r  be 

grouped i n t o  s \ i  ' : + L U ~ G \  c l a s s e s  (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 13) 

and a s i n g l e  mass or l i q u i d  c l a s s  (60). Eoch c l a s s  b e a r s  

a suf f ix .  Attempt6 have been made t o  g ive  each c l a s s . i t s  

b a s i c  form except  f o r  c l a s s  19. 

I n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  work t o  a conclusion,  w e  do not  

c l a i m  t o  have exhausted every th ing  unde r  the  t i t l e ,  

Much would have 'seen done on t h e  unresolved problems but  

there was t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s  They a r e  suggested here for 

f u r t h e r  reading .  , / 
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4.2 Sugges t ions  f o r  P u r t h e r  Research -- -.- 

I n  t h i s  s tudy ,  w e l l  formed r u l e s  could  n o t  be w r i t t e n  

dovni for t h e  t o n e s  due t o  t he i r  f l u c t u a t i n g  t endeuc ios .  . 

I s t u d y  should be undertaken based on t h e  k o l c  ton;: system. 

The language h e s  been a d i f f i c u l t  one t o  work r x  

because of  the v a r i o u s  i n f l u e n c e s  from o t h e r  languay;i;s, 

s t a r t i n q  f rom it:: sister l a n g w g e  dua le .  Thus, i-i- : !as  no t  

been really e a s y  t o  determine the k a l &  lansusge  es!?::ciallg 

when t r y i n 3  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own sphere  without  i u t e r f z r o n c e  

Consequently, much s t i l l  has  t o b  done an the langu.s:;e, 

i n c l u d i n g  a r e v i s i o n  o f  i t s  phonology and a de t a i l ed .  

morphological  d e s c r i p t i o n  n o t  "sly of nouns b u t  of verbs.  

The s y n t a x  is  n o t  l e f t  o u t .  As can h e  f o r s e e n ,  it w i l l  

be a long  journey  f o r  k a l E  t o  f i n a l l r r e a c h  a func- t iona l  

l evo l . ;  however, it i f i  hoped t h a t  t he  journey  w i l l  come t o  

its l o g i c a l  end. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE TEXT 

Mb4 Harry E h e t e  Mokoggo n j i  n6 w t ? t z  
I Harry Ekwete Mokongo what I t a l k  

w6nli isaggb6 my6y)gb ntC& Bkdmk yBsd wBn66 
here t e l l  s t o r y  of v i l l a g e  ou r  b r i n g  

BnB &&r66 jBggfi n& b8sdggb. Bd16 yB w&bdtbri 
t h e  j u j u  jeggu and basoggo S ince  from be;,inning 

b6sd b6 bak31E di s i  wt nt & d r B  MlimBna noBS 
our of bakalc  we n o t  have any j u j u .  Man one 

s5 6 m2v6 6nd 6 mb66 bB m6 v6rE I!-ag 
ther  he was h e r e  i n  v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  J k a g  

din& r i n 6  b6 mA vfrE IgbSt50. A m e @  nd6 
o t h e r  name t h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  Igbdtag H e  was on ly  

m6t6 6 m6sbmbd. kin6 @ r k 6  nt? b3r3 n6 t&.? 
man of  f i s h .  H e  make t h i s  work u n t i l  

bdnys w5kj w e  nQ nd6 mw6nj6 am@$ d 5 b i r 6 i  
day one he go only  sea  throw n e t  

A mB wBkd ny$m$ 6 y3bi  6gg3 t i  n6 m6 n&b55 
He f e l t  f i s h  i n  n e t  draw and he ca tch  

&kBr6ggh jQ,  6 m4 w6 A m6 B s i m i  i 0 6 8  15 
baske t  he s u p r i s e -  He draw again i t  

vC ad6 BkBr6ggdnjB n6 m6 B bat66 BV&B 

was only  baske t  and he s t a r t  hear  

gg3m5 6 m6riv6 A mB Bbist  bSr6 n6 nwB 
drum i n  w a t e r .  he t u r n  back canoe and he 

p6mbir&n? W2t na p6mblrdn2 6 en8 nd6 6 
confused When he confused he saw only  

wLlSl.3 mbd6 E f t ?  mb62 y6mS imgbdtjg 5 
came out  v i l l a g e  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e  s a y  Imgbatag he 
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knd& B mw6nj6 is8 timbS b6 s$k6 fmgb$t?jy) 
went t o  sea no t  come back t h e y  sea rch  In$ba-t3y) 

bS sB mar&+. BB ma imgb$tjy) Sm$ w b .  b$n 
t h e y  d idnot  f ind.  They s a i d  Imgbat3y) he dead. Da:jr two 

im2kdk6 t 6 t k  n6 biird, mbd6 6j& e nB 113 
reached i n s i d e  n i g h t ,  v i l l a g e  s t a y  

b6 b f k i  nd.4 r6k6 dfw6r2 6 riw5 r S  5gba. 
t h e y  heard  only  game coming from w a t e r  and ell-inb. 

B6 B 6 r i  nd6 i m & r &  nd6 imgb&tdrj. s i  fmgbhlr j  
They were on ly  show only  Imgbatuy). Then Iin.jbatdy) 

Sqtr6 mb&, 4mS b6ny5m6!i n6y6ni &y&r& Bni 
c a l l e d  v i l l a g e .  my people '  I brought t h i n g  thts 

ken6 d mbd$ 6 m$t?mb& ydk6 rnhgtggi -  E;' d 

t hen  s o  v i l l - a g e  remain p l a y  j o s  

Ba m j  Imgb$tdrJ 5 m6 wQ,  mb6 n$ si  w $ . ~  
t h e y  s a i d  Imgbaturj h a s  d i ed  I didnot  d i e  

n&m6 &e nd6 6 m6riw6 6 t 6 n h  nd6 n$m$ 
I was b u t  i n  water i n s i d e  t h e r e  I 

y6nS pdni  bkyAr6 BSG b6mi m E r 8  b6m6 a@? 
brought -these th ings .  Devi l s  t h e y  show t h e y  I should 

n&y6 nd mer6 BnyStS. mbd& S s 6 r h i  j 5  
come and show you t o o  . V i l l a g e  not  f i n d  s t a y  

is? BEni m6r6k6 m Q  mbd&. Si Q w<r? nib66 

without having games of v i l l a g e  Then he c a l l  v i l l a g e  

6 b6 sdmgb6S n6bt3m nE b6 gg6rntn6 iw6rA.. 
he them t a l k  a l l  how t h e y  have t o  make 

E& b6tkQ y i  mtrt :g"BmbS. Q6mb6 6 j6qgd E w k r i  
They s t a r t e d  t o  show shr ine  Shr ine  of  jdgs<i  can 

jS mbd m6bBh E w & r i  j6 mbd m6rBr6 nd6 QBnb2 
s t a y  yea r s  two can s t a y  yea r s  t h r e e  but  s:irine 
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y6 mdsdtjqd By6 nd6 tjghd8- mdtdw8, Gbdnj6 
of m6sdr~gd s t a y  only  months six b rXc,iuse 

b5 b6sdkp6 mb3si. w f t n i  b6 b6merE 6g6r6 :'B 
them donot l earn  d i a l e c t  When t h e y  leave t h i n -  o f  

Bk$r6B y t s e  n6b$m' BB b$ mdkEsB 'nddggd y2 
j u j u  a l l  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  them c u t  pepper of 

m6s6gg6 w i t n i  b6 kBs& 
mosotjgo when t h e y  c u t  

dd .6r i  n6 cddcd om?i 
e a t  it cddcd s h a l l  

nddgg-6 y3 mds6rjgd 
pepper of mosoggo 

w B  sfmZi cdtEt  c d t t t  
w you sneeze c u & E t  C ~ I . E E ~  

cbEt t  tjgfrBr6 6 b6tBB b e t ?  mb5sl B IIosoggo 
c d t t t  times t h r e e  you s t a r t  t a l k  d i a l e c t  of mosoggo 

mb5sl B j6ggd s5 By$& bQ j 6  d t 6 n i  mbd 
d i a l e c t  of jeggu t h e n  somet'iing of s t a y  t h e r e  ?rears 

mBh6h, Beer5 nd6 BggdmBni bdkpB mb 3 :: i SB 
two, it because t h e y  m u s t  l e a r n  d i a l e c t  of 

wd nB w6BfG b&y$r$ vend6 b&yBr$ y6 L B ? d r B  
them and o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  t h i n g s  of j u j u s  

y3 n j t  Bk&gg& bind6 6 t6n1  nd tctf? 
t ' i a t  is why t h e y  s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  long  

BBmB w 3 r B  ptnB nB t 2 f  BmB ddtjgBmEnt b6 
They make so u n t i l  it reached t h e y  

y d  s l s f  g6mbB. Y 6  kySr6 y5 n j 6  6rdy$nLrCzi, 
send o u t  s h r i n e  t h a t  t h i n g  t h a t  is  brought u s  

j6ggd n6 mosdr~gd 6 bAm6s5 bBk3lC 
jPggd and mosotjgo i n  Bamusso b a k s h  

Bd nyBmb65, Bog6 mdt6 Imgbetdg BmB wf nd6 
my coun t ry  men t h a t  man Imgbitug he was onlg 

mctd w$ b6nyBmbdB yS n j 6  kZ?ggB bdnySrnb6j 
m a n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  is  why people  of v i l l a g e  
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bg vdnk oef b6 Bdn& mh5fd  6 j6y)gd BBlld 
heve sleo t h e y  have heed i n  jeggu c h i l d r e n  

t f i  itdmbd tefi na r6wd i t d t i  d j+lC;d 
each people  each with t h e i r  b e l i e f s  i n  jeqcd 

6vi d m6sdy)g& 06 
l i k e  i n  mos69g6 a l s o  

N3ggZ12 mb$ msrJg6ni wan n j 6  n$ sfilrhn6rE 
I t h i n k  I have he re  t h a t  I end 

w6 nB mysqgd 
t h i s  my s t o r y  

Or ig in  of J u j u  In Bakalc - 
From t h e  beginning,  t h e  k31& people had no s e c r e t  

s o c i e t i e s  One day a man c a l l e d  Ikay) or ImgbatUg wmt 
a s  he u s u a l l y  d i d ,  i n  h i s  canoe One t h i s  f a t e f u l  clay 
he threw i n  h i s  n e t  b u t  came out  with a ),oven cege. lle 
threw t h i s  back i n  w a t e r ,  and threw h i s  n e t  again.  > u t  
t h e  same cage reappeared H e  go t  ve ry  s u p r i s e d  and 
decided t o  go home. 

drums i n s ide  t h e  water.  He f e l t  ve ry  confused and was 
i n  some s o r t  of a daze. When he came back t o  himself 
he was i n  a s t r a n g e  p l ace  He was r eas su red  t h a t  he was 
i n  water ,  and had no cause f o r  f e a r  They t o l d  him t h a t  
t h e y  wanted him t o  t a k e  back t o  h i s  people t h e  idea of 
s o c i e t i e s .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  wanted t o  t e a c h  hili a l l  
t h e r e  was t o  it. He was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were t o  be two 
s h r i n e s  b u i l t  for two j u j u s ,  t h e  mosotjgo and t h e  Jeggu. 
The mosorJgo was f o r  men and t h e  jeggu was  f o r  women. 

To h i s  a s ton i shmmt  he s t a r t e d  hea r ing  t h e  sou id  of 
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The men, chosen t o  belong t o  t h i s ' s o c i e t y  havo t o  So  
t!iere f o r  six months while  t h e  women where ' to  s t a y  in 
t h e i r s  Por two or t h r e e  years .  
d.??s and s e n t  hi.m b3c1: i n  t h e  middle of t h e , n i s h t .  

and ses rched  f o r  him., and had given him up a s  dead.. 
T3ey tiad even preoered  f o r  h i s  dea th  cn leb ra t ion .  
n i g h t  t h e y  were a l l  a s l eep .  Imgbatur) came wi th  soimds of  
$rums accompanying hiin When t h e  people saw h i i n  they 
could not  b e l i e f  t h e i r  e y e s .  He then  t o l d  tkem where he 
was and his message to "the people.  

'!.%e people  then  Zollowed h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  snr! vi?ien 
t b e  2eople  in tended  hav? been enshrined t h e y  were Siveii 
pepper Af te r  eatinp; and sneez ing  they  s t a r t e d  sy?al: i iq 
<;be j u j u  d i a l e c t .  2rom t h e t  clay, t h e  ka1E people  h;?d 

secre t  s o c i e t i e s ,  t b e  rnosor)go en8 t h e  jeggu s o c i e t i e s .  

They kept  Imqbatui] for two 

++,-nwhile ,  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  had searched. 

!l!'he 
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