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Tist : of Abbreviations and Symbols
CL Class
NP Nominal prefix
NPc Numersl prefix
AP Adjective prefix
P Demonstrative prefix
2% Possessive prefix
APs Associative prefix
DPe Determinative prefix
VP Verbsl prefix
+ Morpheme boundary E
/7 Phonological representation
r 3 Plionetic representstion
Pl Plursl |
sg Singuléw
=%  reslised 8s
v vowel
C .Consonant
N Noun
% § (voice bilsbial fricstive)

B B (voiceless bilsbisl fricative)
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Geograsphical Situstion

i The Kole lsngusge is s language spbken in the
South West Province of Comeroon. The speskers of the
language occupy six villages slong the creeks of the coast
nsmely, Betiks, Njsngssa, Bekanje, Ubeniksng or Bekumu,
Yends and Bamusso. Bsmusso has the nstive population and
is sglso @ sub«divisionai headquarters.

According to Ardener (1956:13) ﬁhese villeges are
surrounded by Efik fishing scations and sre "bounded on
the esst by Lundu, by an enclave of the Lombi and by the
Mboko villages", In asddition to the six nastive villages.
there are also s number of fishing settlements;scettered
along the coast of Rio del Rey on the Gulf of Guines in
sn sres now known officially as Ida-Bato Sub-digtrict.
The surfsce ares is flst snd only broken by lagoons. I%
should be noted that the only means of transport
between these villages is by use of & csnoe since each
~ villsge is surrounded by water snd impenetratsble

swampy mangrove forest.
1.2 History

According to informed sources, the people believe

they have the same origin asg the Duslas., 4As the story
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- goes, the clen ceme from Piti, The Chief of Piti had two
sons, Ngsssa Mbongo and Mbedi Mbongo. Mbedi Mbongo haed
the following sons, Kolle Mbedi, Duala Mbedi and Bojongo
Mbedi who in turn had their own sons snd dsughters.

Dusla Mbedi decided to marry ene of his relsatives
but the other brothers disaéreed. This led to fighting
" amongst themselves, especiallyras their father sund grend-
father had died. Bojongo begged for pesce but to no
svail, s0 he gathered his own clansmen snd they took off
iﬁ the night. They went their own way and the result
today is the village of Bojongo in Fsko Division.

After their brother deserted them, Duals snd Kolle
stopped fighting and left Piti. They then decided to
separate as their brother was no longer on their side.

Mbedi Kolle toék his clan and moved slong the ccast
stopping first at Poka, then trévelled further to Eyenge
(2 place near pmesent-day idenau). He decided to settle
there because of its accessibility to the gea, for
fishing was his main occupation. But due to very strong
waves, he left Eyenge for Bekshje, snother fishing
settlement along the cosst of Idensu, where he had the
same problems, So he left sgsin, lesving behind some of
his followérs. He reached Mbowa 'e ndene but food was
lacking since they were basicslly a fishing tribe, Kollé
eventually sbsndoned the open ses and moved up the creeks

where he built on 2 large island, which is present-day

_
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.Bamusso, known then ss Dibsnye (bald head), because it
was seen as trees surrounded by water. _

It is also held that Mr. Clause, s white, visited
the ares snd ssked to know its nsme. The chief said‘it
was cslled "bato ba mosso" meaning “péople-of the creeks.”

The chief then ssiled sround the creeks, discovering
and staking ownership on the smaller islands, until he
reached the ses sgsin. Such is the resson why the
séeakers of the Kolc langusge are not united under one
big village but are scattered smongst the creeks in.

Clas®. 201 )
fishing gettlements. Ardenenaalso records the same

history.

1.3 Socio-economic Background

C

Socially, the Kole people are of 3 heterogenous

nature, living in their various sebttlements with their
chief at Bamusso. They interact mainly with the
Kigerians, such as the Efiks, the Ibibios, the Ibos snd " ..
the Ijaws. The natives themselves sre outnumbered in
their own villages. They number about four hundred,
meanwhile immigrants from other tribes (both from
Cameroon and Nigeria) number sbove five thousands, thus
putting the oversll populstion between five thoussnd

and ten thousand, sccording to Alcasm. They share

cultursl aspects with their hinterlsnd neighbours,

nemely the Bslundus, the Barombis, the Bambokos and the
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Bakweris with whom they share the elephant dance and
wrestling.

At the economic level, the Kole people are basicslly
fishing orientsted. All their efforts sre bent on
fishing which they barter on the Ekondo Titi bhesch at
specific detes for foodstuffs such as plantsin, coco-
vams etec, Fishing here is dond by men, women snd
children slike. Since the bulk of trade in this sres is
with Migeria, the currency much used is the Haira, rather
then the Francs. They buy clothes household utensils,

tinned food, bathing materials etc.idirectly from Nigeria,

1.4 The Language

1.4.1 Linguistig-Situation

Since the Kole language is of the seme origin ss
the Duzls language, there is a degree of intelligibility
between them. There is alsq s degree of intelligibility
between the Kole people snd the Barombis, Bimbiss,
Bakweris, Bslundus and the Botas.

It is a common occurence to find s kole spesker
expressing s grest degree of multilingualism by gpedking
efik, ibibio, bslundu asnd the duala lsnguages.

The Kole people, eventhough they understand the

other afore listed langusges, speFk to them in théir

own respective lengusges.
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Below is s chart compsring kole to the duala snd
the bskweri langusges, which proves the point that there

is ﬂenech cqywngjbetween them.

"Kole ¢ Dusls + Bakweri ‘¢ English gloss
ndriwd © m&dibs : malivs ¢ water
moréms © mdlémd ¢ 7yméémd  : heart
mbéri © mbédi ! mbdli ' post
nyéré "~ ny6ld I nyé ! body
disd T dis3 ! 1ihzd P eye
itdms " 14md T 1im3 P jaw
1ydngs T iwéygs ¢ jdngd ! cooking pot
kpérd kwédi * kpdli * desth
rukdrdrs j miks14 ¢ mdkgld ¢ europesn
gbémd : bwam ! gbami ! goodness

~

The kole language hss various fames opven by

various tribes. The Efiks'call it usem irombi

*language of irombe", the Lundus csll it motoko nws

bosama "language of bosama", the kweris csll it mbogi
Ja banoko "languasge of banoko" snd the kole themselves -

call it mbosi js bsno "lsnguage of bsno". The sppela-

tion kole is derived from the leader or founder of the
clsn whose name was "~lle.

The kole langusge is spoken in sll the six fishing
settlements (Bekanje, Ubenikeng, Betiks, Njangssa,

Bekumu, Yends and Bsmusso), but it is not the lingus

frsnca, The reason for this is becsuse the immigrants
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who make up more than hslf of the populstion tend to
spesk their own respective languages such as efik, iboj
ibibioc and bslundu. The whole community is a3 melengeiof
81l these languages snd the people, both indigenes and
immigrsnts spesk them interchangesbly. The lingua franca
is pidgin English. Both the indigenes and the jmiigrants
use it for wider communicstion, thus it is a bridge
a¢Poss ethnic groups.

&s alresdy mentioned, of 211 the various lengusges
used in this zone, the kole langusge does not festure
as the most widely used lsnguage. Actusal native speakers
ere few and might continue to decresse due to pressure
from other langusges in the community. The mother tongue
has become 'contaminated' with frequent loan words from
various lengusges and even the English lsnguage, It wae
g common experience, while in field to have native

speakers debste whether a psrticular word wses in their

own language or the other lsngusges in the zone.

This situstion is pne o «oncern especially
..o the native-speékers, because there might be just s
possibility that, the four hundred remaining speskers
will eventually ~ c’&\quP‘eqb. The absence of
secondary schools in the vicinity send awsy youths in
quest ©f knowledge to towns like Kumba end Limbe.

These youths efter their esducation do not come bhack %o

settle but remain in the towns where their 4<nowukeck3g
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will be put to use. This sccounts for the grsdual
dying out of the naﬂumeewaamy,afterall, after studying who

will went to come bsck to start acquiring fishing skills

they hsd long lost, not only scquire skills but face
the tough competition mounted by the Nigerisns in

fishihg sand in trade.
1.4.2 Clessification

Because of their similarities Africen lengusages
are divided into lsngusge families, nemely, Nigzer

Kordofsnien, Nilo Ssharisn, Afro Asistic end Khoinau.

According to Ardener, kole is a cosstal bantu langusge.
Cosstal Bantu constitutes 2 minor division of Benue
Congo, a sub classification of the Niger Kordofanisn
family, He goes further to classify itlunder the duals-
limbssgroup which consists of dusls, mongo, pongo, oli;
Bodimsn, kole snd limnba., However, the Alcam presents

s most clear classification. It plsces the coastsl

Bsntu languages under zone &. These sre langusges

spoken from Limbe to Csmpo snd inlsnd. They sre clas-
sified into groups Al0, A20, A3%0 which sesre "Lundu-

balong, dusla' and "bube bengs" respectively by Guthrie.

Under zone © kole appears as bskole gn number 625,
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1.4.% Litersture Review

It is most regretable to note thet the kole lsnguage
so far hass not been sn object © ~ o . linpguistic
snalysis. This might be because its sister language
dusls has been the msin attraction right from wheun the
Missionaries arrived in Csmeroon and used it as « means
of disseminating religion in the Coast of the Country.
Dusls has attracted linguists' sttention snd ther tended
to devote adequste snslysis to it before breaking into
new fields. |

So far the little worl on kole has been carried
out by Ewota Gémea, g lecturer in the Yecunde University.

In this work The Phonology of Kole (D,E.S 1973) he

ahalyses the phonologicsl structure of the t.a ﬁqudaz

, making asn inventory of sounds and placing it in s
chart, thus establishing & kind of alphsbet for the
language,

In 1956 Edwin Ardener published a boook,Coastal

Bantu of the Cameroons, which was more of s historical

snd sociologicel work than a Linguistic exploration,
In it, kole together with other coastal languagec were
studied from the point of wview of their history,
economy, geography, the degree of intelligibility
between them snd finslly some sort of clagsificstion.

In short, it was & general survey of all or most of the

langusges at the coast of Cameroon.
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1.5 Gosl snd Methodolqu of Work

At a time when traditionsl societies sre bhecoming
rare and speakers are dissppearing either through death
or through assimilstion into urban 1life, the continued

existence of our diverse folk lsnguszsges ¢an no longer be

ensured through their present orsl mode of transmission.
After 8ll if we cannot save @ people from extinction we
cen at least save their culture. And whet better way
than to codify lsnguage especislly if we consider it as
a very significant mesns of expresging culture.

The noun class system, which is the object of our
study is s c;;tribution andgl progress in 1inguistié
science. The phonology of kole had been studied and

Aces, .
this workhconstitutes gnother dimension to the language.

This resesrch project, modest as it might be, is a
contribution to the description of our national Langusages.

It lays the foundstion for more exciting snd detailed

studies which , it is hoped, will further bring out the
grammsr of the langusge. This will eventually
throw more light on the structure snd rules that govern

the langusge snd finally to the estsblishment of the

writing system of the language. Hopefully, this will
be of benefit to the native speskers who will then be

able to boast of knowing not only the structure and the

rules but also how to write their own language.
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As 8 matter of fact, il is hoped that s study of
this langusge will mske it possible to compsre it ‘with
other languages, and this might bring about significsnt
generalisations thet will hold true for sll the coastal

Bantu langusges of the Country.

Methodology

The study focuses on the noun class system, and to
get an apt description of this system, it will be
necessary to use two Iinguistic theories; the structursl
snd the generative approaches. The key notion in
structuraligm is that langusge is & system.that can be
broken down into smsaller units, described scientifically
and empirically, contrasted, compared and added up to
form a whole. Given the slove view, this theory seeas
apt in describing the noun class system becsuse it mesns
bresking down & noun, studying it empirically snd
scientifically snd then adding it up to form a whole,.
But there is & csateh. In snalysing nouns, irregularities
are noticed in the morphology where as theory clsinms
that a language is systematid and regular. The golution
to this problem is to postulste a deeper level where |
morphoxhonological regularities.exist and a surface

level where irregularities are found, but are linked to

the former level by phonqlogical rules} We are now in
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the reslm of the generative approach. Consequently, in
this work pure structurslism is not used but knowledge |
is borrowed from the generative theory to fill in gaps
otherwige left out.

The method herein thus consists of an anslysis of
nouns in terms of their respective prefixes in order to
come out with the possible noun classes and correspondirg
- prefixes that exist in the lsnguage. The concord system
will then be considered to establish that chosén classes
are correct snd then texts to show their occurence inm
context.,

This stu&ﬁ required a step by step snalysis of a
corpus of sbout 1,000 words, Those that begsn with the
same prefixes where classified together, o oX t)(\kgj
Yt~al, wuk other criteria were used to estsblish
differences. The prefixes were then sepersted from
their stems snd plsced in their vsrious classses. The
classes were paired into clsss genders be it single or
doutle class, one clsass singular the other plursi. To
anslyse the concord system, sdjectives, numersls, proho-
minal forms were studied in the form of phrases from
which the concordial prefix was then picked out. Texts

vere recorded, trenscribed asnd their word for word and

free translestion obtained.
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All the sbove required s journey into the field, e

trevelled to Kumba, from there to Ekondo Titi beach where

W, took an engine boat or flying bost ss it is called)to

Bamusso, the stronghold of the language.

1.6 The Data Sources

This work was realised with a corpus of sbout 1000
words, @ substsntisl number of phrsses, a few texts

collected through the help of six principsl informants

namely:
NANES : AGE 'IWOPESSION: RESTDENCE
e - » -
Johnson Ewes Etieunne’ 49 Secrebtary *
: - *General :
: ‘council ‘
~ ; ‘Issngele ¢ Bamusso
Harry E. Mokongo ‘64 ‘Municipal f
- : .Administrator
. Bamusso ! Bamusso

Fumsnuel M, Mbullsh , 64 .Nightwstch!
: : MLDEPECAM : Bamusso

Hesnje Njoh Thomss : 50 ;Nursing
: :superinten:
:dent . Limbe
: H .
Ltongo Gebriel ! 52 .Member of ,

.Parlisment. Bamusso

Chief Mbola ‘ 60 ;Retired :
.civil servent Kumbs
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The informsnts were assked to translate orally from
English to kole. Four of the informants were at Bamusso,
and during working sessions before s translation was
given, they often argued asmongst themselves and, 1 am
¢ nvinced, often came out with the sccepted version.

The dats collected wss partly verified through the kind
assistance of | . Ewots Jemes who is » native spceker of
the Language. A written text of the history wes got from

Bamusso “rom the chief.

S
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CHAPTER 1II

GENTRAL PHONOIOGY OF KJL§

Introduction

Although this work is bssed on the snslysis of the
various noun. classes in Kole, , 8 brief sketch
of the phonology will be neccesssry. This is becsuse
it provides the material used for the phometic transcrip—
tion of the datas for the purposes of this study.
Consequently, I ;111, . -, refer to Jemes Ewota's

Phonology of Kole (1973) The vowel system will be

looked at, followed by the consonant system. Next will
be the syllable snd morpheme structure of the nouns snd
then = resumé of the tonsl system. The phonetic ,-.:
tranécription used in this work has been adopted from

the Genersl alphsbet of Cameroon lsunguages (M, Tédadjeu

snd E. Sadembouo 1984).

‘2.§ Phonetic Vowels

The following sare the phonetic vowels found in
kole: i, e, €8, u. o, 2, 3nd a,
It is possible to have the sbove vowgls lengthened,

dhouch & @ Aok pYoagoruc
Below sre exsmples:

dit "hair" mad "ghost"

maa “paim" ngds - Ywipnd"
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Vowels in the morphology of a word might become semi-_
vowels. This is noticesble in closed and mid vowels
where el snd fu, o1 become semi vowels [yl snd .wl
respectively. Thus the vowels have two allophones

which sre semi-vewels.

Bules . /md/ --% rmwl) /
/bd/ --»  tbwl [/
/m&/ --3%  imyl /
/pvé/ --% oyl /

v
< 94 9 4

There sre times, when e continious sequence of two
M
vowels occur, one vowel is dropped asnd the other kept.

Exsmples /mi + ori/ --2%  tméri?
/mi + o653/ ---3 (mdsdl

At other times when there is a continous sequence
of two vewels, a glide is introduced or inserted. Tor
s sequence of back rounded vowels u, a; o0, 2; 8 /w/
glide is interposed. Yor & sequence of front/front or

front/back vowel e.g. e, 8; e, i; 8 A4/ glide is inter-

posed.
Exsmples  wés -3 wéds "fire"
ngéd ---% 1egéJs "road"
mbig ~--» mbi’s "groundnuts"
mbdg  ---¥ mba"4 “pain"
ngds  ---¥ Vs "pig"
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It is importesnt to stress here that for the sske of
keeping treuscription uniform with that of other Bantu
lsnguages e.g. dusls the intervening glides have been

omitted. Any resder who comes -3cross such words should
remember the implications.

The chsrt below illustrstes these vowels,

" A

POSITION OF _ ;
TONGUE . TFRONT . . BACK

HETGHT S . UNROUNDED : CENTRAL : ROUNDED
oF_tongue PP LIPS : B

HIGH ~ ; .
(CIOBED) . i ii : : u  uu

HIGH :
(MID) . f e ee ; : o 00

e ma .

oy : :
(MID) : e €& P o 929

LOY : ; :
(CIOGBED) : : e 8s i

2.2 Phonetic Consonants

The following sre the phonetic congonents found in kole

Prbs Ky g, N oy el o, ., m U €|

)

fix;t\c‘\fhj\ Mo, o, “ ffi W V” “%D ?jh, Tﬁlhb
Nﬂovo,
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It should however be noted thet /p/ e bilebisl plosive is
becoming quite rare in kole.' It is either replaced by
the voiceless lsbio dentsl /f/ or it is 8 cross between

/o/ end /f/ becoming a voiceless bilsbisl fricastive (o3

Lxsmples  fdéndé péndd "time"
&fifa dpupsd "rainy sesson”
mé$dmbs mépémb4 "nose"

e e mt———

Also segments like .12, rdl, (rl occur in free vsriation
in 81l enviroments except in the sequence /nd/ where

{di is a distinct\phoneme.

Exsmples nddwo "house"

nddtd Ysorrow"

The (1) segment is fast disappesring from the langusge.
So that s nstive spesker would ssy "kore" instead of

"kole", Similarly,. /d/ becomes /r/ as in

madibé ma3riwg "water"
idsdi irare "stone"
81813 Srérd - "Quek"

In some cases /b/ and /w/ occur in free varistion

maribs nariwg "water"
ndgbo nddwd "houge"

The sccompanying chart illustrates the manner asnd place

ol articulastion of these consonants.
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PLACE
OF ARTI-

MAN-  oUT4- B7rA.  DASIO-  ALVEO-  PRE-PA-  pazs. LABIO
omﬁmmmwm on aTazs  DENTALS Laws IATALS  TALS VELADS VELiRS
UL I D1 ALLD . )
 VCICELESS P t k kp
STCPS

VoICE b, bw d gb

VCICELESS
AFERIC T

VCICE d

VCICZIESS
FRI CATIVES ° £ S

VCICE B
wwu__mmﬁmwﬁmmu o
STCPS mb nd i

ed
_ | - J 42 ngb
NAS 4TS . B
N ATS n, mw n ny s}
TATERATS 3 | - _ o
—_ —

VIIRNDS r
GLIDES




- 21 -

2.3 Syllsble snd Morpheme Structure of Nouns

Kole nouns have a bhasic syllsble of a nucleus V snd
an optional C element which can either be st the onset
or cods position. Thus the canonical form is (C) V (C)
and the most dominant of these syllable pstterns is OV,

Below are the possible patterns with exsmples.

Syllable Pattern ¢ ©Exsmple : Gloss  :Noun Pattern
v f 8ka . merket ' VCV
v - ‘' k8 ‘ sneil ‘' OV
Cvy ' mbés © wvillage ¢ CVV
Cyev Y mdtd ‘ person ‘ CVCV

The kole noun permits initisl and medisl complex
consongnts such as nygb, nd, nj mw, bw ete. The complex
consonsnts usually belong to the game sylleble, thus no

successful srticulatory sttempt cen be made, to sepsrate

them before their syllsbic pesk.

Examples 7ngbd "dog" cv
mwaitd "woman" CV%”V
wangs "forest" CVCV

njes "tiger" cve
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The above structures sre 8ll of the open type. There
are slso closed syllsbled nouns existing in the lsnguage
but becsuse they sre so few, one can sasy that kole has
an open syllable structure. Not more than three CVC

structures have been registered in the kole transcription

in the text,

Lxemples . ngén "bell" cve
ngban "wealth" cve
mbdy "good/fine" CvVe

C

4s alresdy mentioned, the basic syllable structure
is CV but there are cases where CVV is observed end in
this csse the boundary is CVV, This might be as s
result of repid speech where the intervening C in »

CVCV structure is dropped through contraction.

Example

8 émbééri ‘'he looks at you" V.¥.CV YV CV
In repid speech the Bbove is rendered sas a single
word. Mean while it is

a w 4 mbéréri V CV CV CV CV
He you look

Another process, affixation, can lead to a CV V
“structure. This is realised when s noun prefix that

ends with a vowel is brought infront of a stem that
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begins with s vowel. The following nouns in their

plursl forms illustrstes the process.

m-34z0 --8  mé-ongo "friends" cl 3/4
m-dpi --5  md-ori "propes" el 3/4
m-0s3 --3 mé-0s3 "rivers cl 3/4

Most nominsl prefixes whicn sre morphemes have & CV
structure such ss classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 13 and

14, There sre V structures in classses 7 and 9. As for
the concordial morphemes, classes 7 and 19 are basically
V structured tOS%ther with classes 9 and 10. The rest of
the the classes have » CV structure. This can be seen
;in the table contsining the nominal snd the concordisl

morphemes st the end of the section tresting the concord

system.
2.1.4 Tones

The kole lsnguasge mskes use of four level tones,.
These tones sre H (high), I (low), IH (low-high

rising tone), HL (high-low falling tone).

Lxamples kpéri "death"
ékpé "bag“
Ugbé "dOg"

yéta "reply"
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The following tonsl systems sre found in kole

g) monosyllsbic
k3 "anail"

wbd "honey"

b) disyllsbic

dibé "breast"
ngdéli "belt"
mbd s "villege"
ngira "lion"
-
c) trisyilsbic

kdrdrs "corn"
métutn "smoke"

i / mikeéyé "egg"
mokdks "sugercane

iréndé "knife"
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CHAPTER III

NOUN CLASS SYSTEM

This section desls with the bulk of this work. As
the title suggests, it treats the noun classses, prefixes,
the concord system and finally the gender snd semantic

contents of the clssses

%.1 Noun Classes

A noun clasg is s group of words thet distinguish
themselves in @ language by common sffixes which con he
s prefix, suffix, or both. The affix 1s sdded tc a

istem snd each sffix will belong to a particular class

listing 10-25, asccording to Guthrie (1967)
In 2 noun class there is an almagamation of boih

the gremmatical cetegory and the number.

Examples mo-to "person" cl 1

ba-to "persons” el 2

mo- signifies both the class which is ¢l 1 snd the
number which is singular
ba- signifies classs two and plurslity.

There is no sffixe to msrk number separstely from

class.

In lsngusges that have the noun clesss system

especially Bantu, distinction in sex is not pertinent
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i.e. there is no difference between masculine and
feminine as in lnglish "he" or "she".

In "Noun classes in the GrassfieldsBaﬂtu

Borderland® edited by Hymen (1980) Hedinger, in his

paper, "The Noun clsss system of Akoose" discusses
possible eriteris used to establish individusl noun

classes as contrsstive., Below are the criteria.

1) The occurence of nouns with a specific set of noun
prefixes. A particulsr cless will have a specific

A
nominal prefixe plus a root.

Hxample:

[ cl 7 é- fumg _ "fruit"
é-bars "scar"
é-rérs "duck"

¢l 8. bé-fumé "fruits"
bé-bdrs "scars”
bé-rérs "ducks"

So words beginning with the prefix /e-/ will be
considered as belonging to a particular classs (cl 7)

and the prefix /be-/ belongs to class 8,

2) The occurence of nouns with s particulsr sst of
concording elements. This is seen in the light thast s

particular clsss of nouns will hewe a specific set of
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concordial prefix to mark the class, This aspect is

discussed at length in Chapter IIT,

3) The pairing of a certain class with another cluoss

88 singular/plursl  In the sbove exasmple class 7 can
only pair with cless 8. This criterion can of course not
be applied when the singulsr/plursl dichotomy is frre-

levent i.e. for mass and abstract nouns.

It is wokthwhile to sdd here thst certsin nouns
distinguish themselves in a psrticular class by being
semantically correlsted. It has been known that the
semantic correlation of class 1 nouns is that they sre
humsn beings and it is - .common to find animals
belonging in eclass 9.

Generslly, the kole noun is composed of a prefix
snd s stem. But in some csses, especially in classs 1,
there is 3 prefix, s stem snd a 5~w¥gx‘ This occures
~when the noun is derived from a werb. That is, to get
s word like "a traveller", the kole lsnguage will

construct it as "somebody who goes". Below sre exsmples.
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- md - prefix (cl.1)

kdisé - stem (verb) "to judge"
ri - 5“{?\;6
mikgdiséri "judge"

~ mi - prefix (cl.1)

réé - stem (verb) “to teach"

ri - sugw

maréédi "teacher"
C

- mi - prefix (cl.1)

béné - stem {(verb) "to own"

ri - eu4£f:y

mibénéri . "owner"

It should be noted that the classification of
nouns into clssses is not inherent in the noun stems
but rasther, it is associsted with the prefix. Thus »
stem is unchangesble while the prefix chsnges according
to class. The stem sccepts the prefixes, which sre on
it, becsuse oh it's own, it is not s noun. They have
to be always sttached to the stem., These grammatical
morphemes (prefixes) which is our focus in the next
section, will be treated by mesans of snslysis and
commentaries thus bringing out basic forms snd stating

their digtribution.




3.2 Noun Prefixes

In this section the identified noun prefixes of kole
will be treasted systemsticaslly. It should however bhe

noted that all the corresponding proto-Bantu prefixes

were collected before stems with initial consonsnts.
These prefixes sre therefore bound to chsnge, thus
resﬁlting in sllomorphy, when they occur before a stem
with en initisl vowel. The basis then, on which a
particular prefix is chosen as basic sllomorph. is
gotten firstly from the distribution tsking into consi-
derstion the enviroments in which they occur. Secondly
the frequency of occurence of & particular prefix in
clsss will slso be considered. Below are the various

-clagses snd their prefixes with examples.
Class 1 /mu-/

This cless has three allomorphs from the morpheme
of the nominal prefix. The allomorphs sre [md3,mlu-inw- 1
A lot of problems srise here due to the fact that it is
- difficult to pose one of the allomorphé as . basic.
The mein difficulty is between @od-< end i), If [mo3 is
chosen as the basic allomofph, how ¢sn we explsin the
process of roJ becoming tul? One c¢sn say it is a
highering process where the high-mid (¢ becomes a

complete high vowel tul, This cennot be the case

¥
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because the process does not occur in sll contexts”
where ful is concerned, ss seen from the corpus. Now
if /mu-/ is tsken as the basic allomorph, it will be
more natursl to see a lowering process occuring where
fu: becomes Col because one deduces that /md/ becomes
{mo-J when the preceeding segment resembles it. This

_ esn further be explained by the fact that the vowel

of the prefixe becomes lowered in felation to that of
the stem. Thus the prefix CV has V as Lol esch time
the root CV also hass V ss fol, As for tmw-1 one can
easily see that it is the reslisation of /mi-/ infront
"of a vowel. A prose statemunt of the sbove is that
/mi-/ is realised imd-1 infront of a consonant followed
by @2 vowel £ol, and Lmw-1] infront of a8 vowel, and fmd ]

elsevhere. The following are exsmples:

- /mu/ ~- rmw-1/ -V ™
/md + gna/ --3 cmw-4na] "ehild"
/ol + 3itd/ -- tmw-31td3 Hwoman"
/mi + éndéri -- > tmw-éndéri) "traveller"
- /mi-/ -~ wmd1/ - CVy V 2 rol
/mi + t&/ -- .md-td1 “person”

It should not be that almost half of the nouns of thisg
¢class are constructed from the word "mdto" which can

roughly be tresnslsted as "person of... thus
; N

Lo~t? 3 3gineEa "medecine man"

e bt s




e

- /amb-/ --3 tmd1 / elgewhere
/wd + ting/ --3 tmi-tindl "elder”
/ol + kdnéri/ --3 imi-kénéri) . "chief®
/mi + rémba/ ---5 tmi-rémba) "witch"
Class 1(a)

This c¢lass is related to classs 1, It treats
perental relstionships. No known prefix belongs to

this class. Below are examples.

tdts "fatherﬁ
iyé "mother”
ngindéri "eirl"

nyluwé . "6rphan"
sdngwime "father"

Those that have plursl formation do so with class 2

which will next be exsmined.

Class 2 /ba-/

There are two sllomorphs of the nominal prefix
whichi are tba-3 and by . Here it will not be so
difficult to postulate s bssic sllomorph for one can
clearly see that t¢b-1 is 8 realisation from /bh-/ when
it occurs before stems with an initial vowel. Thus

/bé-/ is reslised rb-1 infront of s vowel, snd [bhé-.J

elsewhere. The following sre exsmples of this class.
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- /vé-/ --=% (b-1/ -7

/bd + éndéri/ --- (b-éndéril "travellers"
| /b + &nd/ --% tb-24ns] | “children"

/b3 + 31itd ~=  Lb-3itd] "women"

/b3 + &t4/ N tb-3t41 - "beggars"

- /ba-/ - g rba-1 / elsewhere

/b3 + worédi --%»  [ba-wérédil "neighbours”
/bd + kdérs/ -~ tbs-kdrsl "Europeans"
/bd + tind/ --% (ba3-tind] "elders"
/bd + sdngwdmé --3 Lbi-sdngwdmé "fathers"
/g + t&/ --3 [bad td ‘_ "nersons"

-

Class 3 /mi-/

At first glence this class looks Jjust like class 1
in térms of nominsl prefix, Even the allomorphs of the
‘morpheme are slmost the ssme and these sre rmo- mi- mw-1J,
Thus, it will be neccessary to first pos*tulete ressons
why they sre considered different classes. There are
two main differences. The first is that the Bantu noun
class double gender 1/2 contains personsal nouns, and
this is evident in kole while 3/4 contains objects
(non-personsl), The second difference is that nouns
of these two classes 1 and 3 tske their plural from two
different classes 2 snd 4 respectively. Thus the

semantic content and plursl formation mske it possible
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to poétulate ] differeﬁce between clssa 1 and classs 3
eventhough they hsve the ssme prefixes, .

Now we look on to which of the sllomorphs casn be
postulated as a2 basic allomorph. wlethink and as can
¢lesrly be seen, that the same process for clsss 1 holds
true for this class. /mu-/ is reslised ‘mw-31 infront of
& vowel, tme] infront of the vowel fo-3 and ftmu-]

elc awhere.

- mu-/  ~-3 cmw-1/ -V
/md + angd/ --» mwdngd] "root"
[od-+ &ngé/ -3 tmwdnge ] | "song"
/i + éndé/ -y imwéndél "foot"
/mi + éndi/ --> (mwéndid "news"
- /md~/ --» tm-d / -V to]
/mid + 8848/ --%  tmdsd? ."river"
/mi + dri/ --» &mérild "rope
/mu + dngo/ --% Emongd) "friend”
- J/mi~-/ --> :md-1/ - CVV rol
/md + kori/ --» tmdkéril "hiil"
/ot + roépsl -~ tmordpegil "sheep"

/mid + kOoyikoyi --9 tmokdyikdyil "frog

- /m;l-/ - -y fmu- 3 / - ¢lsewhere

/md + nydré --F minydrd) "earth"
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/md + némd/ --=y tmirémal "Theart"
/mi + rimbi/ --<% «mirdmbdl  "mouth"
/md + v&/ --2  may4) "in-law"

Closs 4 /mé-/

This class is normaliy the plural for class 3.

It has two allomorphs realised as fme-~] and Etmy-1.

he first sllomorph is reslised infront of stems with
sn- initisl consonant snd the second one is infront of
stems of sn initial vowel. Which can we now choose as
the bassidwllomorph? A complicastion asrises bzcause
fme-1 which can be ssid &5 occurr before consonants

also has vowels occuring. If tmy-31 is chosen as basic
allomorph the problem will be to decide how Fy] becomes
tel. One cannot sey it is a8 lowering process, vhere

/y/ --o tel because it will have to pass throughtfil,
thus & chein /y/ ---% /i/ --% r[el is formed but this
.has not been sttested in the langusge. As a result
fmy-] cenmot be chosen as basic sllomorph. I{ tmé-1 is
considered as basic allomorph one would take into
consideration the fact that in this langusge high closed
or mid vowels, csan essily be trsnsformed into glides, )
when they are followed by another vowel. The front

vowvels become [yl snd the back vowels. twli, The prose

stetement of this will be that /mé-/ becomes tmy-]
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infront of vowels and /me-/ infront of consonants.

Below are examples:

- /mé&/ - *-<% (uwy-1 /- W
/mé + éndé/ --3  tmyéndé] "feet"
/mé& + 3ngé/ --3 imydugé) "roots"
/mé + angd/ -3 tmy3ngd] "drying lines”
/mé + éni/ --» tmyéni] "fingers"
- /md/ == mds1 [/ - C
/mé + kambé/ --3 méklmbéi "oung "
/me + vdéngl/ --# Etmdrdngii "sheep”
/ué + koéri/ --2 fmekcril "hills"
/mé + nyéré/ --» tméﬁyéré] "earth"

The snalysis of this class is not finished. From the

corpus it is noticed that the prefix fmé-7 does also

occur: infront of stems with sn initiel vowel,

e ut

> but if we look closely it will be

reslised thet mé- only occurs if the following vowel

ig tol!

It seems ss if we come back to class 3, its

singulsr counterpart, where /m-/ is realised, if the

following vowel of the root is fol.

follows:

Exsmples are as

Hropesn
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/mé + &sé/ .- fmédsd) "privers"
/mé + opgs  --- tmédneds ] "friends"
/mé& + 6nd/ --- fmédna i "doors"

Class 5 /di-/

The prefix formastion of this class is very complex.
There sre as meny as six sllomorphs, idi-, d-, li, l,ii
J- 17 including a zero prefix. The choice of any of these
as a basic sllomorph is a monumental task. In reslity
we will be considering, the five first allomorphs, since
it will not be logical to sayeaﬁlprefix is the basic

4allomorph. Most researchers often encounter this
probiem sand they end up by choosing one or the other
for verious ressons. For practical snd logicsl reasons,
which will become clear as we progress, the allomorph
rdl1 has been chosen as the basic allmmorph. liow, how

does di- move to :d-7 then to [i1], ¢1i1 and T3-31, The

t1l1-1 sllomorph does not need sny justificstion for its

presence for t1l1 and i(d] ere in.free variation when they

“occur as prefixes rdil becomes rd infreont of o als,

[ M L I ]

Tyl

~—<hiy will—fartlied be discussed &héndtreating closs 15
rdi- occurs- infroat of the siveelsar sounds ¢t, s, Ti.
e ore now left with {j3. 'How does s simple consonant

.3 ' . ; . . . ,
+di-7 pess to a complex one £jl. Considering the other

classes we notice that it is not -dy-31 infront of vowels
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but rd-3 One can conclude that, becasuse langusge is
8 swstem, instead of :dy-1, kgle language uses £’
infront of vowels, when it is not td-1 i.e. tdl pslatas-
liscd becomes £j). Therefore,ss alwasys been the csse,
if & vowel of s prefix does not drop,a glide is forumed.
In this case, each time a vowel oécurs gt the initial
stem position, we have rd-3 snd when it is to becoune
a clide tdy-1 we have :j-1 as [dy-1 is non-existent in

the language. Below are exemples:

- Jdi-/ --» (d-1/ -V
/di + owsd/ -~  tddwd] "stool" ,
/a1 + isi/ ---» rdisd} "eye!
- /di-/  -- ti-1/ -V ral
/d} + a3/ --% [3383 "hand"
/di + ardbé --= {jérsbél "reply"
- /al-/ -->» :1i1/ - ¢ (free veriants with

tendency towsrds €dil)
/a} + batd/ --3  rdibstdl "eloth"

/al + bongobdngo/ --3 rdibongobongol  "knee®

A t‘-.
- /ai-/ - ri-1/-¢C !s
. Yry
/dY + stngd/ --3 risungsd "tooth"
/di + réré/ --% rirdré) "stone"

/di + tdms/ -~ (itdmal "jaw"
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- Jai-/ ;-% rdi-1 / elsewhere E
/di + k3kd/  --3  (dikskd] "orab" |
/al + pundé/ --> [diBdndél "eup” ;
/di + kpdmbs/ --2» cdikpamba] "cassava" f
/di + wini/ --3  pdiwini, "okra" é
/ai + vd/ --%  rdibd, "mgrriage" i

1t is now neccesssry to say something about the zero
nrefix. Ve noticed that the nouns considered ag having
g zero vrefix slways had one of the sllomorphs (pretixe)

ss on initisl Sonuonont. Thus the sllomorphs ¢d-, 1-,i-3

et ..?{ﬂk.f;.-;.,.-:.:;\,.., i

all cccured sz the initisl eonsonsnt of the stem.

R e

Below zre exsmples:

- doko "gome"

- dif "hair"
-  1éndé "journey"
- 1ind% "gnus®

The sbove are considered as not having s prefix on
the basis that, in their plursl formation, the prerlix is
added to what we have sbove thus it then becomes a sten

Fxamples will be given when treating class 6.

Class &6 /m3-/

This class is not as complex as its singular counter-
pert. It has two sllomorphs from the prefixal morphen

fmd-7, (m-j. The problem of chosing a basic allomorph
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ig the same as that of class 2 (ba-7 snd (b-1.

It LmL] is chosen, there will be an insertion rule
where 27 is inserted when the prefix occurs beforc stems
with an initial vowel. Let us consider the other alldmorph
tmé~]. It will be said that (ma-3 occurs before congo-
nsnts sand ¢m-17 infront of vowels where the gaj is delided
infront of other vowels, This is s more mnatural rule
than the first one for as already seen, vowels are
droppe_d or changed to glides when they occur infront of
other voweis. It is more convincing then the first
rule becsuse ther2-is no need for inserting a vowel and
then introduce & low tone. Moreso ma- is the proto
Bantu form for class 6 and most languages have 1t too.

The following are exsamples:

- /ma-/ - gm-y / -V
/md + owsd/ ---»  rmdéwdj "stoul(s)"
/mé + isd/ -- (misuj "eyes"
/md + indi/ - gmindfiy "anuées"

- /ma- =%  md-7 / - elsewhere
/md + réndé/ -~ [miréndéj "knives™
/mad + rokd/ -->r  m3rdkd; "cames"
/md + sungd/ -->r [masiggdi "teeth"
/mad + batd/ --%  mdb3td; "cloths"

Class 6 (g) / /md/

The main difference between this class and cl &
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lies in their semantic contents. Classs 6 which is the

plursl counterpart of cl. 5 and 9, has parts of the body

utensils etec as semsntic content while class 6 (a) has
non-countsable nouns, ' wv. particular -, liquids. 1In
terms of allomorphs, it has only tmay thus, it is the

basic allomorph. Below are examples:

- /m3d-/ --- md--/-C
/md + viwd/ ---» mariwd; "water" i
/md + Bdrd/ --->  (mbBurs? "o1l1" ;
/ma + ya/ ---> tmdyd] "blood" ;
/ad + nydngsd ---> imanyaygal "palm-nut-cil” S

g

This clsss is very rich. in terms of nouns, in
kole lsnguage In terms of prefix, 1t is one of the
lesst complex of classes. This is because it hss two
phonetic reslisationsof the prefix snd this is fé-1
and (&y-1. If tey'l is taken as the basic sllomorph,
we have to account for the psssage of /éy-/ to cfe-1,
Une con esasily see that s delition process occurs wvien
fey-1 occurs before stems with an initisl consonant.

How let us consider /é-/ as the basic allomorph. e

find that it is more natural (becsuse it is a process

1

that has been occuring in the previous classes). Thus,

té-1 becomes t&y-7 infront of vowels. The following

sre exsnples of this class

T e ——
e ; Pl e =

i
i
i
E
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- Ji-/  --D> cey-tr ) -V
/& + ondl/ ---> £&ydndi) "island"
/& + dngdkdri/ ~-» feéydngdkdril "chamelcon' -
/& + 8ri/ -—~» céyadrid "leaf™
e/ emy tee1 /-
/& + stmbd/ ---> C&stmbu? Yerass!
/& + muné/ -~ témuné)l yave!
/& + wdke/ -- > iteéwdke’ "chimpanzza"
/& + fams/ o=y T&ftimé] "fruit!
/& + kpa/ ---» [ékpal "bag™"

Clsss 8 /be-/

This clsss is the plursl counterpsrt of clacs 7
It hes the same reslisstion in terms of prefix formation.
There are two phonetic realisstiongtbe-1 and t(by-..
i?n the preceedinzg clsss

we will just go strsightsway snd say fbé-1 is the bssic

Because it is the same phenomena

allomorph and fby-1 ig reslised only when the stem hss

sn initisl vowel. Ixsmples of this class sre:

- /bé-/ - byl /[ - ¥
/& + 6ndl/ ---> tbydndinl "islands”
/bé + éngbékdéri/  --->» Lbydngskpril "chsmeleons®

/bé + 3ri/ --- CEbydril "leaves"
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- /be-/ -3 rbé=i- = C
/beé + tindd/ --=%  .bétdnds? "ants"
/bé + bd/ --->» [bébd1 "shells"
/bé + rérs ~—=Y  Ebéréran "ducks"
/bé + fufa/ -~ ¢befirs? "dry seasons"
/hé + miné/ ---> Fbhémineél "waves"
/bé + wdke/ ---3 Fbéwdkel "~ "echimpanzeas"

Class © /N-/

This class is grestly represented, in terms of
nouns in kole lsanguage. At first glanc€ one might be
tempted to say the scquence fmb-1 “nds Fygl nj-1 are \

composed of one unit. It holds quite true that most of

the sbove sequences sre sepurate phouemes.' It is also
guite true thst they occur in initial position only in
tirtis class and class ten. It is granted that the nasel
sounds can not be sepgrated from the orsl ones, or it
might result 4in 3.strange sound that is srtificisl to
the lsnzusge. Thus the prefix for these group of
sequences is zero since the NC structufe is considered
s8s initisl of the stem

To take the sbove stsnd will be assuming s morpho-

logv that is not adequate to describe the kole noun.

Consider it this wsy. The morphem /N-/ a nonssyllabic

nassale. is postulated as the basic sllomorph of this
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class., It is homorgaenic when found infront of voiced
segments This is then realised as a8 zero allomorph
infront of voiceless segments, snd hss the [ﬂj]rgali;
sgtion infront of vowels., The sbove is based on the
fact that td-1 tb-1 :ji-] cen be found in initisl pcsition
on stems. This is true becsuse the sounds do exist
without being prenssalised in the langusge conseqguently
the langusge has .b] rd] tJ]l at sn initisl stem posibvion
rendering /N-/ as a prefix of this cless It should be
noted that - though Lhese souns are separated thc
nesal is non-syllabic and is pronounced as homorgenic
vwith the stem consonant. Thus it will be better to
choose. this snslysis than the previous becsuse it makes
a significsnt generalisation about the facts of the
langusge. It should also be noted that it is only at
word initial that :tmb-3 snd the other homorgsnic nssals
are seperated. In word medisl position they are
regarded as one segment. Below sre examples of %this

class.

- /N-/ --3 -3/ - [o/

/N + bss/ ~--» tmbdd) "country"
/i o+ b&r? -3 cab8rlj "soat"
/H + botf/ --» _mbotIs "dress”

/U + buas/ ~--¢ tmbig] "rain"




- 44 -

- Ju-/ - me1 /- i)
/U + géndd/ --%  rpgondfSy Mgroundnuts”
/¥ + gbwa/ ---> ngbwd] "dog"
/% + gbdré/ --5  cpgbéré) “"bush”
/Tl + gdmbd/ --=3 rDgdmbé) "porcupine”
- /l-/ --3% n-1/ - 1d]
/E + ddmbd/ --5  ondimbuj "nest"
/I + dédwa/ ~- > nddwd] "house”
- /B/  --2> 3/ - 3]
/i o+ jéku/ --3  tnjékin "elephant"
/i + jéh/ -3 rnjaj "tiger"
/B + jonji/ --=  rnjonjin "whale"
/U + j3ws/ -=-3  tnjswé "bee"
- /N-/ --3 wmy1/ -V
/0 + 3ka/ --% tnydksa "cow"
/M + drd/ --% £nydrd] "body"
/N + &ké&/ --% rnyékéj "sneil"
/I + sma/ --22  cnysmad) "fish"
- JN-/ -~ <1 / - C voiceless

/U + kémd/ -~  ckéma] "monkay"

/N + kadrdrd --=3 ckdrard; "eorn"
/U + sikdnéri --3 rsuksnérédj "beginning" ‘
JH + foé/ -=-s  of0é7 "rat" h‘

/8 + £fIndi/ --= c«findi; "gun powder"
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g Class 10 /N-/

‘"he structure of the prefix of class 10 is
identical to thst of class 9. It is thus difficult

to say one set of nouns sre cless 9 and the other class

10, since the prefixes sre the ssme. But this task is

made easier. if we consider the fact that class S
is the plural of classs 10, The same basic sllomorph

/l-/ is chosen. Below sre examples.

- /u-/  --B rm1 /~- BT ' ,
/1T + bamba/ --% cnmbambs) "snakes"
/i o+ b8/ --% wmbd} "honey"
/N + bunjs/ --% cmbdnjéa "nets"

- -/ - g1/ - el
/N + girs/ --3%  rogirdg "lions"
/B + géd/ -~  nged] “rosds"
/B o+ gud/ -~  tngid] "pigs"

- /N-/ --» w1/ - td3
/¥ + déwd --> tnddwd] "houses"
/U + dlmbl/ --=> cndimbuj] "negtg"

- /h-/ == cny / - £J]
/H + jéri/ --3 cnjérin “"chins"
/U + dgu/ ---»  tnjdgl) "ﬁavel“
/N + jéki/ -=-¥ rnjakis "rings"
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- /N-/  --p quy1/ -~V

/N + 1gé/ --  canyigd) "throats”
/N + énjs/ --= cnydnj3di "mushrooms"
/M o+ 8fafé/ --<» cnysfafén "srmpits"

- JN-/  «=> 41/ - C voiceless

/B + kémd/ ---% kémd; "monkeys"

/N + £36/ -~ cf3é1 "pats"

/B + t6kd/ --=  ctdkd) “ecalabashes"
/W + kdrdrad --3  rkardrs] “corn

The mein difference between class 9 and 10 can only be
brought out by the concord system. More detsils vill

be got from the chapter on concord.
Cless 13 /ds/  or /lo/

Phis is a plursal class even if it differs from
the usual even to an odd number. This class hass very
few nowns The sllomorphs are :10-71 snd cdd). One
could be wondering what is hasppening. This langusge
permits the occurence of free variation between the cdj
end the ctlj sounds. Infsct the only situation where
this is not possible, is when tdj occurs in a8 /nd/
seqﬁence. All this hsd slready been discussed at the
beginning of this chspter. Becsuse clj is fast

dissppesring from kole langusge and for convinience




- 47 -
sake, rdd] will be henceforth, ‘used in this worki since
difference between 1dd-7 snd tlo-1 . causes no meaning
difference. Back to the problem of chosing s bssic
allomorph. If we choose either cdo-1 or cd-1 we will
be faced either with »a delition or sn insertion rule.
of vowel to derive either of the forms, It should be
very logical to follow whet had been Gnhoden, where the
cases sre the ssme, in the previous classes., HMoreso
‘the cgnonical form of a Bantu prefix is CV¥ so why not
choos rdo-1 and say td? is reslised infront of s vowel,

Thus the rule snd following exemples will 4llustrste

the point.
- Jdo-/ -3 rd-1/ -V
/do + udngd/ --F  cdingun "eagles™
/do + éngd/ -~ <déngd) "cooking nots'
- Jdo-/ - gdo-71/ - C
/4o + kdré/ o cddkdraq "tortoises"
/dd + ndni/ ---» <cddéndni) _ "birds"
/dd + Bwéngd/ --3  rdOPwsngs ] "erayfishes"
/dd + disé/ ---3 zdddisér "saerifices®

Class 14 /bd-/

Contrary to other classses where singular is sn odd

number class 14 is 3z singulsr class. It seemed to have
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reversed order with the preceeding class, only they do
not pasir with each other. It has three phonetic resli-
sptions of the nominel prefix. They sre rbd-7, tbw-1,
tb-3. If chw-1 is tsken as basic sllomorph the problem
will be to derive cbo-1 from cbw-1 and then delete either
fo-/ or /w/ fpom the /b/ sound This is diffieult if

onc considers that twl is the corresponding glide for
botlt to3 and tul., How can one be obtéined lesving out
the other? Thst is the question. The next sliomorph is
tb-1 a8s basic allomecipin. An'insertion rule is needed
here to explein the fact that the form /b-/ is reslised
tb-1 infront of all vowels except when the first two |
vouels of the root resemble esch other, then it is
reslised cbw-3 with insertion of cwy. Infront of stems
with an initial consconant ©d1 is inserted with s low
tone, TIf cbo-1 is considered, it occurs before conso-
nants, infront of stems that cenle said to harmonize in
terms of vowels, the to1 of =tbb-171 becomes a glide tbw-3
or completely drops off when it occurs elsewhere (vowels).

The following are examples:

- /bo-/ =% cbo-71/ - C
/03 + s8bojs/ --3  tbdsdbdjdo "hone"
/bd + 3/ - ebord] "conoe®

/b6 + j&/ - -
/bé + ké/ !

1k ' ey il
gathering

n
v T o
Qe
[ ]
[G14
d

[a7)
ol
(V7]
]

"loft"

3
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- /bd~/ -5 bw-3/ -V {Z% a, €
/oo + &1&/ - .- cbwdlén - "tree" type
/bd + éndé/ ---a ctbwéndél "eircumcision™
/bd + &ngs/ ---% rbwangal "chest"
- /bo-/ --3%  cbh-3 / -V {Eﬁ
/bd + 1td --% tbitd) "death"
/bd + Ursngws/---F cbirdngwdj | - "foofoo"
/bd + dma/ ---2 cbums? "erain"
/0o + Obé - .3 ctbdbén "had"
/bd + 6ngd/ --3H  £bdngd] "fear"

Class 19 /i-/

This is s singulsar class that forms a pair with
class 13. This clsss has four sllomorphs for the
prefix marker ri-1, &-1, tily-1 or tey-1 which form
is derived from which is the essentisl question. It
should be noted that tey-] and ciy-7] are grouped
together This is becmuse they occur infront of vowels
and the form we choose between :1-7 and fe-7 as bssic
sllomorph will have its associsted pair céy-ﬂ or ciy-]
reslised infront of s vowel., BSo we will be concerned
here with four allomorphs ¢i-1, c¢®-7, ®y-. ond rliyj.
If cey-1 or tiy-1 is chosen as basic_allcmérph the
problem will be on how we eventusally arrive.at either

c&-1 or ci-7 even if ty3 is their glide correspondent,
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Will it not be more mnatursl to say that either ci-7 or
cé-1 is the basic sllomorph, then their glide counter-
pert, is introduced, in the occurence of two vowels in
2 continﬁous sequence? We hope so.. Now the problem is
to choose between r&-7 and ci-1 looking st their steus
we see no reason why one could be congidered ss
basic. Also looking whether it wes semsnticslly deter-
mined gave 3 blind end. Then on the basis of majority
occurence between the two, and the fact that the proto
form is /P&/ made one decide to postulste it as the
basic form  Thus it is ci-7 with rlyj infront of
vowel as the basic sllomorph.

4 hypothesis that can ke sdopted is that the
occurence of te-1 as prefix'might be, some sort of

movement of the nouns of this clsss to class 7 where
the prefix is slgo té-37. Why this hypothesis has been
set up, is becsuse in the collection of dats the
informants tended to debate on whether it was céd-7 or
ci-j for 2 noun ‘in class 19. One fact remained clesr.
Ho matt:r their srguments it olweys turned out that, the
plursl prefix was cd0-7 class 13. We know this is the
regulsr counterpsrt of clsss 19.. Consequently, the
noun on which zé-1 were used, were nouns that hsd
already had the class 7 prefixsl form but had not yet
changed its plural form to :bé-7 class 8 If this
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hypothesis is sgreesble then the following ere exsmples:

Ji-/ == ciy-n /- ¥
Je-/ =3 cey-a [/ -V
/i-/ ~--3%3 2-n [/ -~ C
/i-/  --% i-n /- C

. 1y
- /i) -3 (_ey / -V |
/e + 6ngd/ --3  ciydngdn "pot"

/1 + ungd/ --¥ -éydngoj "egmle"
- /i -y fe-i /- C
/3 + Béngd/ -- éBorgdn "hox"
/Y + aise/  --3 cédisén "gsperifice”
/i + kdré/ -->  rékire) "tortoise
- Ji-/ -3 rin/ -C
/1 + udnf/ ~-3  cindnTn "hird"
/) + sérérd/ --> riséréréi "grasshopper"

/i + kéngéwéndé/ ---) :ikéngéwéndé] "ankle®

Overlesf is a recapitulstive tsble of the kole noun

classses ond their prefixes not forgeting the distribu-

tion of the wverious sllomorphs.
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3.3 Concord System

Introduction

In the previous section, noun prefixes were
discussed This section will be a presentation and
discussion of the councord system, which is, the agree-
ment between nouns and noun determineré. This is in the
light that the concord ﬁhenomena is determined by the
noun that it precedes., It is the noun, in relation to
its closs which determines the concord or the concordial
affixe. If the form of the concordisl affix: is
related to the class of the noun concerned, it therefore
holds that, there exists many concordisl prefixes as
there oxist . many clssses. As a3 result, the number of
nominal classes that exist in s Langusge will reflect
the same number of concordisl affixes that exists.

The importance of the concord system in a noun class
system snelyses is very great for it!s one of the
criteris used to estsblish the individusl noun clssses
as contrastive i.e. the occurence of the noun with a
specific set of concording elements. The following

concordial elements will be presented

HNumersls: Cardinsl numerals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 How msny

N\
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Possessives: wmy, your, his, your (pl), our snd their
Demonstratives: this (near), thet (far off)
Determinatives: snother

issociatives:

Verbal concord
3.3.1 HNumerals

1 y3ks 4 bénéi
2 bébS 5 bétdnd
3 bérsrod

It is very obvious that the number "1" is singulsr,
It will therefore concord only with the singular classes
of this lenguage, 7The singular clssses sre 1, %, 5, 7,
9, 14 snd 19, 1In 8ll there are seven. The class of the
ccncord is determined by that of the noun concernecd

Below are exsmples of nouns from these classses used with

the numeral 1.

cl, 1 /mid/

mi-k4rs m-ok3 "one Europeen"
european one

mu-31td m- k3 "one woman"
womsan ‘ one

él. 3. /mi-/

Like the sbove the morpheme /mi-/ is reslised

as fm-1 when it precedzs 8 stem with sn initisl vowel.
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Below sre some exsmples:
mi- kori m- 3k3 "one hill"
hill one
mi- réma m- Jk3 "one heart"
hesrt one

el. 5. /di/

is slready mentioned the kole speskers tend to use
fdj snd trl <13 interchsngeably. o in this case the
morpheme /di-/ becomes :<rl) which is then realised (r-i

in front of s stem with sn initisl vowel,.

Lxamples:
I- téms r- 3k3 “"one cheek"
cheek one
dikdkeé - 3k3 "one dry sesson"
dry segson one
cl, 7. [&/

The morpheme /&/ is semi-vowelised when it occurs

before a stem with an initisl vowel especially s bLack

one, Thus /e/ --- y1/ - .0]
Exasmples:
é-kdrdngwa y- Jk3 "one lizard"

lizard . one
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3~ kpd y- 3k3 "one bag"
bag one

cl. ©. /H-/

It is difficult to precise the change here from s

nssal to s fricstive. For s temporsl messure, we yill

say o nssal sound becomes oral. Below sre examples:

n- ddwo f- 5k3 "one house"
house one

n- gen f- 3k3 "one bell"
bell one

cl. 14, /v5-/

The morpheme /bo-/ is reslised (b-1 infromt of a

stem with en initisl wvowel

Exemples:
b- 6&6 b- 5k3 "one boat"
bost one
bd- k3 b- 3k3 "one loft"
loft - one
cl. 19. /i-/

The morpheme /i-/ like in class 7 becomes geni
vowel infront of stems with en initisl back vowel.
Ixamples

i- ndni v- 3kd "one bird"

bird one
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toitoise
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y- 3k3
one

"one toitoisc"

We have come to the end of the singulsar clssses desling

with the numeral 1.

low we are going to look at the

plursl classes in relation to the numersl 2, 3, 4 snd 5.

cl. 2. /ba-/

The concordisl prefix in this cese is seme with

the class prefix except for the change in tone.

mxsmples

bs- kdrs
Europesan

t-~-3itd
women

b- &4ns
children

bi-réddi
teachers

cl. 4. /mé&-/

mé-kird
hills

ma-kumbé
alligators

bd- bd
two
b4~ rérd
thres
bd- né
four
b~ ténu
five
mé- bl
two
mé-rird
three

"two Buropesns'

"three women"

"four children

"five teachers®

"one hill"

"three allizstors”




cl. &

mé-sénga
beads

mésiags
ropés

/ma-/

mé~-tsma
cheeks

ma-bato
cloths

m3-Bondé
cups

m3-mbdwa
countries

/oé-/

bé-kurdngws

lizsards

bé-tands
sants

bé-t8mbi
shoes

e0 -

mé-née
four

mé-tdnu
five

m4-bs
two

mg-rsrd
three

mé-neé
four

ma-tinu
five

bé&-bd
two

bé-rdrd
three

bé-ne
four

"four beads'

"five ropazs®

"two cheelks"
"three claoths”
"four cups®

"five coun-yiesg®

"two lizards™

“"three bags"

"four ants”

"five shoes"




Cl. 10

Cl. 13

Humeral

/N-/

ngbwa
dogs

ny-sks
cows

m-bori
goats

n=joh
tigers

/a6-/

do-kidre
tortoiser

do-ndni
birds

dd-sérérd
cricket

do-disé
sacrifices

Prefixes

cl,

o
[

1
4
cl, 7
¢l.10

cl.1G

1-b8d
two

i-r3rd
three

T-né
four

i-tdna
five

dé-ba
two

dé~-rird
three

dd-neé

four

dé-tdnu
five

cl, 2
cl. 5
cl. 8
cl.13

"two dogs"

1

"three cows

"four goats'

"five tigers"

"two tortoiseg”

"three birds"

four crickets®

"five sacrifices"

cl. 3 me=--
cl. 6 mé-
cl, 9 I-

cl.14 = Db6-
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This is some sort of 2 quelification to show number,

thus it will be sppropriate to trest it under numersl,.

It should be noted that it is used only with the plural

class since it is obvious that one can not be asking

the number seeing it is only one.

cl.

cl,

cl.

cl,

cl.

10

b-Ana
children

b-a1td
women

mé-kari
hills

mé-rimbi
mouths

ma-tdma
cheeks

bé-kirungwa
lizards

be-kpad
bags

n-goé4d
plgs

m-bori
goats

bd-tIngd
how many

bd-ting4
how many

mé-tings
how many

mé-tingd
how many

mé-tings
how many

bé-tingd
how many

bé-tinga
how many

I-tingd
how many

I-tingd
how many

"how

"how

"how

"how

"how

"how

"how

"how

Thow

many

msny

nsny

meny

many

many

matny

many

many

cinildren?”

women?!

hilis?"

mouthns?"

checks?”

lizards?®

goats?"
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cl, 1% dé-ndni dé-tings "how many birdsi"
birds how many
dé-kidré dé-ting4 "how many tortioses?"
tortoises how many
Prefixes cl., 2 bg- cl, 8 bé-
cl, 4 mé- cl. 10 i-
cl, 6 mé- cl.13 dé-

3.%.2 AdJectives

The adjectivsl prefix is s concordisl prefix
becsuse its fdrm will depend on the type of noun thet
it quslifies. In kole there are very few adjectives.
This does not mesn there are no qualificstions done in
the lsnpuage, but sdjectives in terms of sdjecctives in
the Inglish or french language afé few. Most often
than not the langusge mskes use of verb forms to
express quslification. An expression like "black
shoes" 1n 8 word for word treanslstion will come out as
“"shoes thst blacking"

Since adjectives depend on nouns for their form
and .since nouns arc orgsnised in classes, adjectives
aTe 8l1s0 orgsnised in classes according to théir
various prefixes.

The adjectives to be used as illusération ore:

big nddéné small sdri




cl

cl.

awaltd

S woman

mé-to
person

)

mw-3ns
child

mw-31to
woman

2

b+31ité

women

bs-tod
persons

b=dnd

children

bs-ré&édi
teoachers

3

mi-rimbu
mouth

mu-sibs
horn
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nd-ndéneé
big

ni-ndéné
big

ni-sdri
small

ny-séri
smell

bé-ndéné
big

bd-ndéné
big

b4-séri
small

bs-sdri
small

nd-ndéné

big

mi-ndéné
big -

"big woman"
"big person'

"small chila”

"smsll woman"

"big women"

"big persons”

"emall children®

"small teachers"

"big mouth"

"big horn"




mi~rimbi
mouth

mi-sibd
horn

cl. 4

my-éndé
feet

mé-kéyl
eggs

di-batd
cloth

T-hé
bresst

i-sungs
tooth

di-kaké
crab

cl. 6

ms-sungs
fteeth
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mi~sdri
small

mi~ssdri

smell

m&-ndéne

big

mé-ndéné

big

mé-sary
small

mé-sdri
small

Afi-ndéné

big

df-ndéné

big

di-sédri
smsll

dl-sdri-
small

md-ndéné

big

"small mouth"

"small hprn'

"big feet"
"big eggs”
"small feet"

"small egzs"

"big cloth"
"big breast" -
"emall tooth”

"small crab"

"big teeth"




m3-raré
stones

md-réndé
knives

ma-beé
breasgts

el., 7
é-bird

scor

dy-6ndi
island

&-ka
market

é-fumd
fruit

cl. 8

bé-tandd
ants

bé-kpa
bags

bé~-fimg
I‘ruits

be-ka

markets
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mé-ndéné
big

mé-séri
small

mg-séri
small

é-ndéné
big

¢é-ndéneé
big

4 »
é-gari
small

é-siri
small

bé-ndéné
big

bé-ndéné
big

bé-sdri
small

bé-sdri
small

"big stones"

"small knives”

"small breasts"

“big scar”

"big island”

"small market"”

"small fruig!

"big snts"

"big bags"

“small fruits"

"small markebg"




cl.

m-bdwd
villsge

n-ddwd
house

j- gbwa
dog

m-bori
goat

cl. 10

cl,

N-ganddé
caiman

Téjéiku

cochroach

n-jékn
elephant

ny-2aka

COWS

13

dd-ndani
birds

d-8ngd
pots

d-angd
eagles
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1-ndéné
big

v

i-ndéné
big

LY

i-s8r1
small

-

1-ssri
small

é-ndéne
big

é~ndéné
big

g~cdri
small

é~sdri
small

dd-ndéni
big

dd-ndénéd
big

dé-sdri
small

"big village”
"big house™
"small dog"

"small goat"

"big calmans”
"big cockroaches"

"small elephsnts™

"small cows"

"big birds"
"big pots"

"small eagles"
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d0-séréré dé-ssri "small crickets”
crickets small

cl, 14
bd-k3 bé-ndéna "big loft"
loft% big
bd-1d bd-ndéné "big boat"
boat big
bo-k3 bo-~sari "omall loft”
loft small
bd-rd bu~sdri "small bost”
boat small

cl, 19
g-kuré f-ndéné "big torteise™
tortoise bif
i-ndni {-ndéneé "big bird"
bird big
i-5éréré i-séri "samall cricket"
cricket small
i-ndni i-gséri "smasll bhird"
bird small

Adjectival Prefix

cl 1 nd cl 2 bg ¢l 3 mf
cl 4 mé cl B ait cl © ma
ck 7 & cl 8 bé el g 1

cl 10 & ¢l 1% 48 el 14 b
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Looking at the sbove, it is noticed thet the dirfference
- from the noun prefixes snd the adjectivsl prefixes come
in the chenge of tones i.e. from high to low eni change

in the prefixes of classes 1, 9, 10.
3.%,3 Demonstratives

Demonstratives sre alsc known to be determined by
nouns. It serves as indicstives . 1In kole there sre
two main types of demonstratives. This end thst and
its plursl counterpsrts. If s spesker wanted to
indicate something ‘'over there' he uses the normal
construction of 'that' but 'thet®is repeated

after the noun again. Below is an illustration.

That woman 3ngé mwaitd

That womsn over there 3né mwaditd Iné

T'or the above resson only the following will DLe

trcoted:  this, that, these and those.

cl 1

The demonstrstives 'this' snd 'that' differ in this
clsss in relation to the other classes. This cannot
be easily explsined. One cen only assume thst it is
some sort of g change that has taken place in the
langusge. We sre sure further work on it will révesl

- the process . which cennot be done here Lecause of

limited time.
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S-né mw-aitd "this woman"
3-né¢ mw-3na "this chiid"”
? 3-1gd mw-31td "that woman”
: 8-ngd mw-aita "that woman"
For convinience snd as s temporsry measure tue
prefix for 'this' will be chosen as concordial prefix
but much work still has to be done,.
cl 2 bé~-nd b<4éna
these children
- b3-nd ba-to
these men
bd-o b-dng |
those children
bhg-o ba-to
those men
cl 3 mé-nd md-kiri
this nill
mé-nd mi-nyeéré
this earth
mé-o md-kiri
i thet hill
s
i né-o mi-nyéré

that earth
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cl 4 mé-né mé-séb4d
these horus
mé-né mad-kiri
these hills
mé-0 me-sébs
those horns
mé-o mé-kéyl
those egga

¢l & di-né di-sd
this . eye
di-né di-wini
this olra
ds-o df-s3
that eye
dé-0 di-wini
that okrsa

cl 6 mg-nd ma-wint
these okras
ma-nsd : m3~-bato
these cloths
mng-o m3-wini
those okras
mé-o ma-batod
those "cloths

cl 7 é-néd &-kpd

this bag
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é-né é-ka
this market
¥6 é-kpd
that bag
¥4 é-ka
that market

It is worth noting thot because two vowels can not

occur on their own in s VV structure, one of the V hecomes

a semi-vowél. . Thus we have fe/ --53 (yl / V - V.,

cl 8 bé-1é bé-kp3
these bags
bé-né bé-k§
these markets
bé-0 bé-rér3
those ducks
bé-~d by-ondi
those : islsnds

el © g-né m-béri
this goat
&-né j-zéd
this road
vé N-ged

that road
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¥6 n-b8ri
that goat
cl 10 1-né ny-ak3
those cows
{-neé n-jéku
those elephants
vé : n-girs
those lions
| ¥
- NLS. n-j4:
those tigers
el 1% dé-nd dé-ndni
these birds
dé~nd d6-ydéngd
these pots
aé-95 do-kure
those tortoices
dé-o6 dd-ndni
thosze birds
cl 14 bé-nod bé-1rd
this boat
bé-no ' bd-ja
this gathering
* bd"d béhl‘ﬁ
that boat
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b6-4 bd- 33

E that gathering
% el 19 &-néd i-n3ni
: this bird
E é-né &-kuré
§ this tortoise
i ¥4 iséréré
{ that cricket
: ¥o é-digé
3 that sscrifice

One might heve noticed the constsnt change in the
stem where st times it is -né and at times -nd. A

tentstive resson for this slternstive might be thst

kole has aspects of it sister langusge duala where

the gtem is -ne

Prefixes
K el 13- cl 2 bs- a3 mid-
i
2 cl 4  mé- cl 5  df- el 6 m&-
- 1 7 6 cl 8 bé cl 9 a-
¢ el 20 i~ ¢l 13 46~ el 14 -

cl 19 e~
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3.3.4 Possessiﬁes

Here too possessives are determined by nouns. Ve

will be tresting the following possessives.

my our
your {sg) your (pl)
his their
cl 1 mw-4n  amé "my child"

child my

mw-3n onzé "your chilgd®
child your

mw-3n ai "his chilad"
child his
mw-8an dsd "our child"

child our

mw-34n dnyd "vour child"
child your

mw-3n 3w their child"
child their

llotice that becsuse there is 8 VV structure, one V is
dropped, in favor of, snother. This will further be
discussed in the section where some phonoclogicsl

processes are trested.

cl 2 b-alio bdmé "my women"
women my
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b-aitd béngd "your women"
women your
b-a3dto bt "his women”
women ' his '
b-aito bésu "our women"
women our
b=aitd banyd "your women"
women your
b-aito bgwd "their women"
women their

é‘ cl 3 - mo-kdri mémé “my hill¥
hill my
mé-kuri néngs "your hill"
hill your
mé-kiri méi "his hill"
hill his
mo-kiri mési "our hill"
hill our
md-kdri ményd "your hill"
hill your
md-kiri méwd "their hill"
hill their

cl 4 mé-rdéngi mémé "my sheep”

sheep my
mé-rdéngi menNgo "your sheep"

sheep your




mé-rdéngi
sheep

mé-réngl
sheep

mé-réngl
sheep

me-réngi
sheep

1-sungd
tooth

i-sUngsd
tooth

i-singd
tooth

i-sunga
tooth

ma-réndé
knives

ma-réndé
knives
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méi
his

mésd
our

ményu
your

méwd
their

rdmé
my

rdngd
your

raf
his

rdsu
our

rdnyd
your

riwd
their

mbmé
my

I
msngo

"his sheep"

"our sheep"

"your sheep"

"their sheep"

"my tooth"

"vour tooth"

"-his tooth"

"our tooth"

"your tooth"

“their tooth"

"my knives"

"your knives"




cl 7

cl 8

md-réndé
knives

ma-réndé
knives
ma-réndé
knives

md-réndé
knives

é-kpa
bag

&-kpa
bag

bé-k3
markets

bé-ks
markets
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méi "his knives"
his

mdsu Your knives"”
our

manyd "vour knives"
your

mawu "their knives"
their

smé "my bag

my

brgd "your bag"
your

Ch "hig bag"

his

dsd "our bag"
our

anyd “vour bag”
your

dwid "their bag"
their

bémé - "my markets"
ny

béngd "our markets"

your




- 79 -

bé-ka bét "his markets"
merkets his
bé-k3 bési "our markets"
markets our
bé-ks bényd "vour markets
markets your
bé-ka béwd "their markets"
markets their

cl 9 n-gbd amg "my dog"
dog my
n-gba angd "your dog"
dog your
n-gba at "his dog"
dog “his
n-gbha asud "our dog"
dog - oux
1-gba anyd "your dog"
dog your
y-gha awd "their dog"
dog our

¢l 10 m-bori sné "my gosts”
goat my
m-bori dngd "your gosts"
goat your




¢l 13

cl 14

m-boéri
gost

m-bori

goat

m-boéri
goat

n-bori
goat

dd~ydngd
pots

dé-ydngd
pots

dd-ydéngd
pots

do~ydngd
pots

dé-yéngd
pots

dAd-ydngd
pots

bd-rd
boat

bo-1rd
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gt
his

gsd
our
gyl
youR
~ L )
awu

their

ddme
ny

déngd
your

dséi
his

désd
our

ddényu
your

ddwu
their

bdm&
my

bé1Es

"his goats”

"our goats"

"your - goats”

"their gosts”

"my pots"

"your pots"

"his pots™

"our pots"

"your pots”

~"their pots"

"my boat®

uyour boat"




3 VV sequence.

towa

- 8]

béT

In fluent speech the natlve soeakers ellde 8 V 1n

bé-1d *"his boat"
boat his
bé-ro bdsu "our bost"
boat our
béd-rd bdnyd "your bost"
bost your
bo-1rd béwd "theip"
bost their

ﬁ‘cl i9 i~-ndni imé "my bird"
bird ny
i-ndni ings "vour bird"
bird your
i-nsni gé "hnig bird"
bird his
i-ndni isd “our bird"
bird our
i-ndni inyd "your bird"
bird your
i-nsni Twd "their birg"
bird their

L

i

That 1s, in cases where on of the vowels

does not become . sem1~vowel.




Possessive prefixes

cl 1 &
cl 4 mé
cl 7 4
cl 10 8
cl 19 i-

3.3.5 Associstives

Assocliatives are connected to construction,
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cl 2
cl 5
cl 8
cl 13

b4
rd
bé

ddé

cl
cl

cl

cl

14

is noun in associstion with another (Ni Né).

ms

Qs

bd

That
What will

be treated here is sn equivelent of the English

spostrophy s ('s).
the first noun (Nl).

el 1

e

mw-4na
child 's

fui ]

Bw-aitd
woman

2

b-4na

children

b-3itod
women 's

It's form veries in relation with

Below is an illustration.

mw-31t6
women

mno-t3

men

"the woman's child”

"the man's wife"

"the woman's children"

"the man's wives"



cl

cl

cl

cl

cl

cl

mw-é&ndé
foot

mé-réma
hesrt

my-éndé
feet

mé-réma
hesrts

i-sungd
tooth

i-to1

mi-singsd
teeth

ma-tdi

ears

bé-kps
bags

beé-tsmbi
shoes
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mw-31td
woman
mw-31to
woman

mw-aitd
womsn
mw-~33td
woman

mw-a1to
woman

nw-aitd
woman

mw-aftd
woman

mw-51to
woman

mw-31to
woman

nw-31t0
woman

nw-aitd
woman

mw-81t0
woman

"the

llthe

Il-t;l.’.e

"the

"the

"the

"tha

"tre

"the

"the

"the

"the

woman's

woman's

wotisn's

woman's

woman's

woman's

woman's

woman's

woman's

womsn's

wonasn's

woman's

foot"

hesrt®

feeﬁ”

hearts"

tooth"

ear

teeth™

ears"

bag"

bags"

shoesg™




cl 14

¢l 19

m-bori
goet

)-gba
gost

m-béri
gost

D-gbd
dog

do-ydéngsd

pot

d'ungu
eagles

bd-rd
boat

bd-ka
loft

i-ndni’
bird

é-kureé

tortoise

yé
's

Associstive prefixes

cl
cl

1 3

4 mé
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nw-321t8
woman

nw-aité
woman

nw-31td
woman

mwaité
woman

mw-aitd
woman

nw -31t0
woman

mw-81td
woman

nw-31t6
woman

mw-alto
woman

mw-~a1td
woman

cl 2 b4
cl & 4

"the

"the

"the

H.the

itt‘he

"the

Y+he

"the

"the

woman's

womsn's

woman's

woman's

woman's

woman's

womsn's

woman's

woman's

goat"

dog

goats"

potg”

eagles”

boat"

loft"

bird"

"he woman's tortoise®

cl 3
cl 6

mui

ms
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el 7  yé cl 8 Dbé cl 9 8
cl 10 vé cl 13 dé ¢l 14 bdé
cl 19 y8

The prefixes of the sssociative 's in this language are

the same as that of 'of'. For example:

¢l 9 n-gés y8 mw-3Itd "the road of the womsan”
road of woman

¢l 5 di-fondi ra'mé-kimbd "the hole of the gun”
hole of gun

3,3.6 Determinstives

Ls the name Boes determiyatives in this case sre
to determine whether one nounlgifferent from another
;g not in the sense of prefixes snd classes but in the
_i light of ‘"other" -ard "which", But sfter looking at
the dats we noticed that the form "which" in kole is
not affected by class. Thet is it does not have =

parficulsar prefix marking s class, consequently it is

prefixless. Let us illustrete this point.

cl 1 njikd mw-3itd "which woman?"
which woman ' '

el 4 njukd mé-kdékd "which sugsrcsnes?"
which sugarcanes
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el 9 njdkd n-)jéki "which elephsnt?”
: which elephsnt

As a result we will be looking only at the determinative

. "other". It is determined by the noun wwithiwhich it

1 is-used., . Thus it hes prefixes to mark it's classes

- gsame a8 the nouns too

. cl 1 mw-81td ni-féfé "another woman"
woman another '

ni-ré&di nu-féfé "snother teacher"
teacher snother

¢ c1 2 bs-td b4-féféd "other persons"
persons other
ba-rédédi bs-Téfé "other teachers"

teachers other

cl 3 nd-kdékd  mi-féfe "snotner .gugarcsne”
sugarcene another

mi-rimbd  md-féfé "snother mouth
mouth another
cl 4 mé-kdéko mu-féfé - "other sugarcanes”

sugarcanes other

mé-rimbad mé-féfa “other mouths"
mouths other
el 5 di-k3kd di-féfé “snother crab®

crab another




._E cl

f cl

10

13

di-bongs
stomach

m3-kako
crsbs

ma-bdnegs
stomschs

&-wske

bhimpainzee

&-ka
market

ba-wake

chimpanzees

bé-ka
markets

nty ekl
elephant

n~d3wod
house

ny-3ks
COwWS

N-gira
lions

dé-ndni
birds
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di-{éfé
another

mi-férs
other

mé-fére
other

i-féfa
another

I-fe&ré
ancther

bé-T&fé
other

bé-f4éré
other

é-féfé
enother

é-féfa
another

f-féfé
other

I-féfé
other

dd-rére
other

"snother stomach'

"other crabs®

"other stomachs”
"énother chimpanczee"
"anothef merket®
“"other chimpsnzees®
"other markets"”
“"snother elephant”

“another house"

"other cows"

"Other 1ions n

"sther birds®
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dd-séréré dé-féfé "other crickets"
erickets other

cl 14 bd-rd QD bé-féfé "another bost"
boat another
bo-k& bé-féré "another loft"
loft another

cl '19 i-ydngdé i-féfé "another pot"
pot another
i-séréré I-féfé "another cricket
cricket another

Looking at the sbove it is noticed that two forms

sre used ‘another', 'other', But it should be noted
that both mean the ssme thing only that ‘snother’® is
for singulsr snd 'other' is for plursl. The prefixes

for this determinstives are like thst of adjectives.

cl 1 nd- cl 2 bsg- cl 3 my

cl 4 mé- cl 5 ai- el &6 m

¢l 7 i- cl & bé- cl 9 é-

el 10 1- ¢l 13 d6- cl 14  bo-
cl 19 i-

%2.3.7 Verbsal Condéord

One might get very suprised when O&nessessverbbs

appearing when the topic of concern is Nouns. One
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-should have been suprised too when adjectives were

2 trested. The explensation is that whenever a noun is

’Wfthe subject of & onjugasted verb, the noun resppeares

;in & pronominsl form before the wverb. This pronoun is
-8 personsl pronoun which we c¢all the verbal prefix
?because it helps in the conjuga.ion. This interests us
becsuse it depends on the form of the noun class and

“thus varies from classs to class.

cl 1
mé-+to F:1 da < "the man eats"
man he eats
mw-4n3d a méda "the child ste"
child he ate
el 2
b3-td b4 ds ""the men eat"
men they eat
b-4na bé méda "the children ate"
¢hildren they ate
¢l 3
mi-réngl md 48 "the sheep eats"
sheep it eats
mi-rongi md mdda "the sheep ste"
sheep it ate
cl 4
mé-rinii mé da "the sheep eat"

sheep . they eat




- 90 =
mé-rongl mé méda "the sheep ate"
sheept they ste
5
df-sd di dib3s "the eye closes"
eye it closes
df-sd di m8dib3d "the eye closed"
eye it closed
&
md-tdi mé dibs "the esrs close"
A ears they close
ﬂ ma-tol md m3dibs "ehe esrs closed"
3 ears they closed
; é-kordngwa & sdkd "the lizard dences"
3 lizard it dences
S-kdrénewd & mésdkd "the lizerd denced”
lizard it danced
cl 8
bé-kdrdngwa  bd s8k4 "the lizards dsnce"
lizsrds they dsnce

bé-kdrdngwd bs mdssdkd  “"the 1lizards dsnced”
lizsrds they danced

cl 9

n-ghwa 3 nanga "the dog sleeps"
dog it = sleeps '
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%; n-gba & ménidngd "the dog slept"
i dog it slept
10 |
n-jéxu 3 nanga "the elephants sleep”

elephents they sleep

n-jéki 3 minangd "the elephant slept"
elephants they slept

13
do-ndnt a4 ds "the birds est"
birds they eat
dé-nsni ad msda “"the birds ste"

birds they ate

14
bd-1d bé timba "the boat returns”
boat it returns
bd-1d bs mitImbd "the bost returned”
boat it returned

19
i-ndnf 4 - kdnd "the bird sings"
bird it sings
i-ndnf 4 mnmgkend "the bird ssng"

bird it sang
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- Prefixes

el 1 s cl 2 b4 el 3 md
cl 4 mé cl 5 daf ¢l & mé

Sel 7 4 cl 8 bé- ¢l 9 3
cl 10 4 cl 13 48 cl 14 bs
el 19 4

. 5.3.8 Aialysis of Toncord System

Locking st the concord system the mumeral,

 possessive sdjective and verbsl concord prefixessre post

- nominal except:.for the demonsgrative. For exaumple,

%;we heve,
?%Adj, mw-3Ité nud-ndéné "big woman®
; woman big
b-31td bg-mé "my women"
wvomen my
E den bé-na b&-kpa "thise bag !
: these bags

Most of the concordisl forms egree with the nominsl
cless of the noun that is used. The most constsnt of
-the classes drec2, 4, 6, 8, 1% and 14, Class 1 shous

8 lot of irregulsrity in prefixes ranging from m- (lirQ).
- nd- (#P) 6- (DP) 3- (PP), 1In some cases as in the

assoclistive the prefix hss even died out lesving s
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construction with no prefix., Exsasmple:

mw-3n3 mw-aitd "the womsn's child"
child woman

Mortunstely, the nouns of class one, are distinguisha-
ble by the nsture of their semantic content. It is
the only class, that has humen beings, ss its . sensntic
content, otherwise the concord system would not hsve
been sble to further estsblish the fact, that, s
particulsr noun belonsg to class one.

For the clesses with a V structure as the noun
class prefix, the concord prefixes have tended to ba the
same, This is exsmplified in class 7 and 19.

Dem cl 7 é-né é-kpa
this bag

cl 19 é-né i-ndni
this bird

Posz ¢l 7 2-kirdngws A-mé
lizard _ ny"

cl 19 A-kird {-n§

tortoise Ty

The classes with a nssal ss prefix (noun cl) have

the tendency of adopting the concordisl prefixes of
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clegs 7 end 19. 1In some cases 88 in the Associsgtive

concord classes 7, 9, 10 end 19 have similer prefixes.

¢l 7  é&-kpd y4 mw-3ito "the womsn's bag"

bag 's woman

cl 9 m-bdéri y3 mw-31t0 "the womegn's gost’
goat 's woman

¢l 10 m-béri y& nw-31td "the woman's goatg"
goats 's woman

¢l 19 i-ndni y& ww-3itd "the woman's bird"
bird 's women

What will distinguish the classes in the case of 9 end
10 is the fact that the tones sre different, low snd
high respectively. As for 77 and l9lthe difference will
come if we consider their plural counterparts. The

former is class 8 snd the latter is cless 13,

3.4  Some roun-phrase Fhonological Processes

When sound changes occur, because of a contiguity
of morphemes, the result is a phonological process.
¥Yhat will interest us is the syllable structure
phonological processess in genersl, and ia Particulsr
the vowel deletion process, snd major clsss change
processes. ©Syllable structure processes sre processes

that affect the relstive distribution of vowels and
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consonants.

When there is & collocation of nounfpossessive
vowel deletion takes place. In this csse there is a2
contiguous occurence of two vowels . azross word boundary,
sud such a case one vowel drbps off. It should be ncted

thst, when the words sre in isolation, they are not

deleted.

This c¢san be illusctrated as follows:
mwéns dmé - mwinimé "my child®
child my child my
mwdns dsud - mwingsuy "our child"
child our child our
mwéns gnyd ---%  mwdnduyd "your child"
child your(pl) child your
nmwins 41 --% mwandi "his child"
child his child his

A formsl statement to asccount for the sbove process

is V --4 o/V --7V

Msjor classs change procesSs is a process where 3

vowel c¢sn become 8 semi vowel. In kole this occurs

in noun-‘demonstrative collocation 1i.e. when there

sre two vowels in 3 word " one vowel becomes s semi-
vowel. This mostly occurs in classes where the pre’ix

has a V structure 'smd the concordisl stem slso hss
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8 V structure. Below an example from a clsss with & CV

prefix and thaet of V prefix sre compared,

cl 6 ms-na ma-wini

these okras

mé-o ma-wini

those okras
cl 7 é-ng ekp3a

this _ bag

y6 8kpa

that bag

Thus /&d/ ---=2 ryé]

The prose statement is that s high front vowel becomes
-its corresponding glide when followed by snother
vowel. To put it in formal stetement it is:

Je/ - ey1/ -V

Overleaf is a recepitulstive tasble for the con-

cordisl prefixes though not all are filled in the bhox.

column i Nominal prefixes
column ii Nunmersl prefixes

column iii Adjective prefixes

column iwv Demonstrative prefixes
column v Possessive prefixes
column vi Associative prefixes

column viil Determinative prefixes

column viii Verbsl prefixes
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CL: NP : NPC: AP : DP : PP : APS: DPe: VP

l% ma ¢ om~ ¢ ond 3 : 4 % 3 j nu : 8

2 b3 bs i bs . bs ., b& . bE :Dbs : b
3; nu ; m % md ; md ; miu % md E mu E ﬁd
4; n&  mé ; mé : mé ;-mé z mé'i mé i mé
sial e ¢t Poaf  rg E 6ttt ag
6: ma ; md ? ms ; =] : ms : ms f ms ; mé
7. é ' v & ., & g vé ; i ‘4

8, bs . bé g bé . bé . bS . bé ; bé . bé
9‘ woig P { 3 % s tyaie P 3
16, N 1 & L& .8 y& i . &

13° 45 ¢ 46 . 46 * dd P ad P df P d6 ¢ af

14, b6 . b6 P b6 } b6 ; bS : b : bS ; bS

3.5 Genders and their Semantic Content

Introduction

Nouns of the clessses described in the previocus
section frequently psir ss to singular and plursl.
This peiring is commonly refered to as gender. Thic

singulsar snd plural pairing of nouns is brought out
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by their prefixes. When this is the case we talk of

double class genders. But certsin nouns for which
enumerstion is irrelevent, such as liquid and msss
nouns, sre members of one or single class gender as
opposedto the double class gender., Apsert from these
ligquid nouns we slso have gbstrasct nouns that cannct be
counted These nouns cannot be considered ss making

8 class on their own, it is very unlikely that, they
may be grouped with nouns thet make up a double cluos
gender .

L£s concerns semsntic content, in the past, the
Bantu noun classses may have been based 6n a semantic
clsssification of the nouns. But now, it sppears a
purely srbitrary system, where in no one clsss csn
nouns of only one semsntic content be found. Most
permanent of classes sre ¢l 1/2, cl 6a and ¢l 9/10 in
kole

It should be noted that reconstruction of semsntic
content of the Bantu uoun class is got from Welmers
(1973).

Below sre elsborste discussion of the two
different genders in kole and their semantic content,

beginning with the double class genders.
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Double class genders

From studies of the desta, it has been discovered
thst kole has nine double class genders. These have
been displsyed as follows in the sccompanying table:
the table clsss genders asre indicated by lines joining
two clsss numbers. The numbers on the left refer to

singulsr nouns, those on the right to plural nouns.

Tshle for Double Class Genders

Singulsr class Plural classs
1 : 2
3 4
5 L4 .’4}.}6

2
- /
7 : 8
/’/Q
- )
9 // . 10
19 13




- 100 -

AS the tsble shows, there sre nine double class genders

in kole and they. sare azs follows:

Double c¢lass gender 1/2
Double class gender 3/4
Double class gender 5/6
Double clesss gender 7/8
Double class gender 9/10
Double class gender 9/6
Double class gender 14/6

Double class gender 14/4
Double clsss gender 19/13

Gender 1/2 mu-/ba-

This gender is made up of nouns designating people.

Below are nouuns thet make up this gender.

mi-kanéri

chief(s)
bi-kdneri
mi-rongs
farmer(s)
bd-rdngs
mi-réédi (
tescher(s)
bg-rd&d;
md--rémba
witch(es)
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mi-tind

elder(s)
ba-ting
mw-éndéri

traveller(s)

b-éndéri
Gender 3/4 mu-/me-

This gender is marked by & mixed classificstion of
certain objects. Divisions sre possible thus member-
ship in this clsss could be characterised in the

following way.

Matural objects

mé-kdri
hill(s)
mé-kdri
mw-8njs
| sea(s)
mi-&nja
m-0683
river(s)
ny-3sd
mw-angé
¥ . root(s)
3 my-angs
f Animpls, Insects
! mo-rdngi
sheep
mé-rongi
mo-ktimbé
alligator(s)

m3-xumbeé




my-absrs
catls)

my-5bdra

Body psrts

mi-réma
' heart(s)

n&-réms

mo-$émbd

noses

me-Hémbs

mw-<endé .
foot (feet)

ny-&ndé

mo-rdéfu
“hesd(g)

mé-réfi

foodstuff

nd-rokd

cocoaysm(s)
mé-rokd
mé-kdkd

suger cenels)
mé-kdékd

Human relationships

mi-kisa
widow(s)

parent(s)
mé-esrl

mi- $ngd

friend(s)

mé- $ngd
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Birds snd relsted objiect

mw- dmé
bat(s)

m-emeé
ai-mi mékdbs
. rooster(s)
oy-émimékdba
mi-kéy¥ _
egg(s)
mé-keéyl

Miscellaneous

m-d%§
rope(s) (o type)

mé-3ri

mi-kambs
gun(s)

mé-kumbd

LY

- L]
mi-~gsuséri

price(s)

mé-suséry

Gender 5/6 di/ma-

This gender is made up of nouns of vsriocus origins but

the main content is parts of the body. Below sre

exsmples

i-sungs _
tooth (teeth)

ma-sungd

d-1Tsn

eve (s)

m-Isi

bresst(s)
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e

tongue(s)

hole(s) / cave(s)

dry season(s)

stone(s)

e
i
H
[+ 9
L}
M

Household objects snd relasted objects

i-ndngd
bed(s)
nd-ndngd
1-rdéndé
knife (knives) :
ms-rénde : .
di-wé
broom(s)
ma-we
13-b8td
cloth(s)
m&é-batd
Plant life
di-kpdmba
Cc88savs
m3-kpamba i
1-¥ndé
. cocoayan(s)
1-1indé
di~-bdké - i i
pumpkin(s) - : 1




Miscellaneous

di-hd
merrisge(s)
m3-bd
~d8kd o)
' game(s
nd-r8kd

-1éndé
journey(s)

inheritance

crab(s)

Gender 7/8 &-/bé-

Nouns found in this gender are:

Animals, birds, insects

» Y -
e-wake
chimpsnzee(s)

chameleen(s)
lizerd(s)

duck(s)

é-tanda RS
enti{s)
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carterpillar(s) (type)
bé-rdki

Flsnt relsted items

&-simbd '
grass(es)
bé-stumbd
gy-arl
leave(s)
i,
&-foms ' :
fruit(s) '
bé-fumd : :
Natural objects
gdy-ondi :
island(s)
by-ondl
é-ringe :
shadow(s) f
bé-rined §
i
&-komi i1
country
bé-komi
é-mﬁné
wave(s)
be- muné
Household objectw !
é-ringé
- mirror(s)
be-T17Ee
R
e-wdndé
oxe(s)
bé-wdndd
&-kpd
bag(s)
b&-kpd
é-sdsd
mat (8)
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Clothing and sdornment

™

&-tdmbi !} shoe(s)

bé-tdmbi .
- LY i
e"“fk?n pipe(s)

hé-sikdn

3-t419gd shoulder(s)
bé-tdngd
e—ber} intestine(s) }
bé-bar |
&-bdrs scar(s)
bé-bdrs |
g-wédsé rat(s)
bé-wése |
Miscellaneous i
&-ka 3 s
| . market(s) :
ba-k3
&-tonéd debt(s)
hé-tdmé

iy

Gender 9/10 H-/N-

This gender appears to be the largest of all genders
containing s wide variety of nouns. The most dominsant
are snimels. It is notable that the gender 9/10 is
represented in the ssme way i.e no particular prefix

differentiates them. Delow are exsmples:

-lkebe antelope(s)
-kabe i o
n-gek? elephant(s) i

n-jéku




LY

m-bamba
m-bamba

Foodgtuff
m-b3

m-ba
n-bid
m-bid

1 -ddéngd
i-dénge

n-ddéko
n-ddkd

Natural Objects

m-bda
m-bda

m-bak¥
m-baki
insects
n-jowd
n-jaws
-f3jékd
-f&jékn
Birds

~k0mbl é
~-klmblé
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lion(s)
cow(s)
rat(s)
snake(s)

nonkey(s)

yam(s)'
groundnut(s)
pepper(s)

potatoe(s)

villege(s)

cloud(s)

bee(s)

coskroach(es)

kite(s)




Parts of the body

-f1kd kidney(s)
-fik3

-ny-drsé body (bodies)
-ny-6rd

Household itens

n-gdérs spoon(s)
~-gérsd
-toko colabosh (es)
-t0kd
p-gén bell(s)
g-gén
kdnd4 choir(s) \
kondd E

. One notices thot most burroved words are found in this

class. Exgipicza: sre:

shirt(s)

tdwirt

tdveri towel(s)

winda

window(s)
winda

Gender 9/6 N-/ma-

This gender has the following nouns

Animqig
D-gombs porcupine(s)
ma-ngdmb4

(S [4 .
n-bori goat(s)

ma-mbdri




Man-made objects

U-ged road(s)
ma-nzéd

n-ddwd house(s)
ma3-nddwd

m-bénds

. law(s)
ma-mbénda

Je gaethering(s)
Ja

door step(s)
canoe(s)

loft(s)

nder 14/4 bo-/ma-

bw-¢ele tree(s) )(type)

»

my-¢el

(62

~ a
bw-end1 circumeision(s)

my-&ndil

I Gonder 15/13 i-/dd

This gender hes very few nouns. The following sre

exsmples:



Animals snd birds

i-Bwéngsé crayfish
do-Bwdnga
i-sdréré cricket(s)
do-séréré

&-yingid cagle(s)
do-ydngu

i-ndni bird(s)
do-ndni

&-kirsd tortoise(s)
do-ddre
Household utensils

&-ydéngd cooking pot(s)’
ddé-ydéygd

&-Bdngd box(es)
d6-Bdngd

Miscellaneous

_i-kén9:éiwénde ankle(s)
do-kéngéiwéndd

é-dlgé sacrifice(s)
do-disé

S5ingle class gender

In the kole language there are very few nouns that
{ fall under the single class gender. Consequently vory

MThe

?few clesses are regarded as gingle class genders.
{ following are the snalysis of thes®s classes and their

{ semantic content. The single class genders are:

Gender 3 Gender a8
Gender 4 Gender 9
Gender ) Gender 14
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Gender 3 md-

Y by

mé-nydrova sky

mé-rissd poverty

 Gender 4 mbd-
my-3rim urine
Gender 5 at-

Nstursl phenomena

‘@‘}‘_

di-bd ashes
di-titl darkneés
i-3suws fa mine
i-féné ripe
d-db3 God

Relsted to humsn beings

- d-3dkT deaf
d-owd cry
i-yo laughter

Gender 6(a) ma -

m3-riwd woter
mﬁJ@ﬁré oil
mi-nydngd ngélsé kerosine
ma-ny3dnga palm-nut oil
mi-y4 blood

Gender 7 B-

¥llnesses
&-k3rskdtd mecosles

~kdséri cough

(7]
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Natural objects

g-wei sun

é-nyingd eorthquake

LY

Gender 8 be-

Exsmples of nouns from this gender sre:
bé-bdtéri beginning

bé-wdks prison

Gender 9 N~

It is this gender that has most of the sbstract nouns.

The following are exsmples:

Nstuaral phenemena

wed fire
Wisé world
n-bis rain
1-g6s84kdo drought
tonde flood
n-go wind
kpari death
Foodstuff

m-ba yams
n-gdndd groundnuts
m-bid palm-nut
karsra corn
13ndi rice

yanga salt




Miscellsneous

ny-isd
nj-emé
y&ts
findl
t3:kd
mimb4

Gender 14 bo-

thirst
sperm
request
gundpowder
tobacco

wine

money

age
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CHAPTER Iv

4.1 Genrsl Conclusion

This piece of work has beon san atﬁempt to dcacribe
the noun class system of kole,

In this study we noticed meony interesting facts.

On phonology., the language is known to have twenty-eitht
cocnsonants - simple and compiex - and seven vowels that
cen 0ll be lengthencd There is one centfal vowel, three
back ones and threc front ones. The wowels hod the
tendencey of forming their semi vowel consonants when they
were found in o contiguous sequence.

The tone for the noun prefixes afe always low. Tone
chon~e in stems is olso noticefd. The most frequent oncs
sre os follows.

- Y%hen two vowels with low tones oceur, it roesults in

onc tone being dropped ond the other odopted.

oxomples boélé --§ bwélé "tree"
boéangs --9 bwingd "chest”
- ‘lhen two vowels with two different tones occur, one

high, one low, the high tone is retained and the low one
dropped.
~- diIsd "eye"

Or

exanmples difis
diina | ~-% dind "name"

- lWhen two vowels meet snd form one, the two tones of

the vowels combine

cxsmples aif -~ di "hair®”

jdé -3 334 "hand"
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The tonal sfstem for the concordisl prefixes sre more
complicasted. Generally, the concordisl prefixes hseve low .
tones in ¢l 1 snd ¢l 9 while 81l the other classes hsve
high tones, It is not s common practice to find tone
change because of collocstion. This is because éhere
is always on intervening prefix which helpé to distinguish
the two words.

exsmple Noun - Adjective collocation

mdé-td "person"
ndénd "bigh*
mo-to nd ndéné "big person'

Noun - numeral collocation

mi-kdrird "European
m-3k3 "one'"
mi-kdrdrsd mdks "one Europesn"

As concerns the noun class system, the nouns have

been grouped in their clssses sccording to their nominal
prefixes. Kole hes fifteen classes (1, la, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, 6a, 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 14, 19) which cen further be
grouped into =.x " : prLural clesses (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 13)
and o single mess or liquid class (6a)., Each class bears
a suffix. Attempts have been made to give esch clasalits
basic form except for class 19.

In bringing this work to a conclusion, we do not
claim to heve exhausted everything under the title.
Much would have “been done on the unresolved problems but

there was time constraints They sre suggested here for

further resding.
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4.2 BHuggestions for Purther Resesrch

In this study, well formed rulos.could not be written
dowvm for the tones due to their fluctusting tendencioes.’
% study should be ﬁndertaken besed on the kole tone systen.

The lsngusge hss been 8 difficult.one to work on
because of the various influences from other languages,
startine from its sister lsngusge duslg. Thus, it hes not
been reslly essy to determine the kole langusge esnoccially
when trying to esteblish its own sphere without interfTorcuce
Jonsequently, much still has tobe done on the lsnzguaze,
including » fevision of its phonology and s detsiled
morphological descriovtion not unly 6f nouns but of verbs,
The syntex is not left out. As can be  forseen, it will
“be 8 long journey for kole to finally resch s functional

level, however, it isg hoped that the journey will come to

its logicsl end.
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ILLUSTRATIVE TEXT

Mbé Herry Ekwete Mokonge nji né& wéte
I Harry  Ekwete Mokongo what I talk

wénii  isdngbs mysngsé  néd ékémé  ydsd = wénéé
here tell story of villsge our bring

énd  &k3rés jéngd nd  bdsdugd. BElé ys webdtéri
the juju jengu and basongo Since from beginning

bésdi bé bakole di sI wé nd ekaré. Mimdns wmokd

our of bskole we not have any juju. Man one

g8 3 mdvé dnd S mbdd bEd md véré Tkay
ther he was here in village that they celled Ikan

dfné rind bd md véré Igbdtsny. A wmdBé ndé
other nsme that they called Igbdton He wss only

métd & mdsdmbd.  Amd Bér&8 né  bdrd ns tié
man of fish. He make this work until

buinyd wdkd we 1né ndé nwinjs amghé  dsbirdi
dsy one he g0 only ses throw net

A md wékd nydmd 6 ydbi dngdti nd mé  nébis

He = felt fish 1in net draw and he catch
ékdrdngonijs, & md wd A ng dsfmi 1  o€é &
baaket he suprise- He draw ‘ again it

vé ndé ekdrénsdnjd nd mé &  bdtés dvakd

was only - basket snd  he start hesar
ngdms 6 wdrivd A mg 3bisd Db3rd nd nud
drum in water, he turn back canoe and he
pdmbirsné W&¢é ns pdmbirdné & £Ené ndé 3
confused When he confused he ssw only
wisd mbd éfreé mbsd  ysmé  Imgbatdy 3

come out village different village ssy Imgbston he
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éndé ¢4 mwdnjd isd  timbd bd s3kd  Iugbdtdy
went £o ses not come back they search Inkgbaton

bd sS4 moérdd. Bs me Imgbdtdy 4md wd. SuU Dban
they didnot find. They szid Imgbatdny  he dead. Dav two

Tmdkdksd tété nd  burd, mbdd éjd8 e nd nd .
reached inside night, wvillage stasy

b béxi ndé  Tokd diwdrd 6 riws ré  dgbs.
they hesrd only game coming from water and climb,

B Béri ndé Imére ndé Imgbatun. s  {Imghdtup
They were only show only JTmgbastuy. Then Iuzbatiy

Béré mbdéd, Amd  Dbonydmd!: ndydni &ydrs éni
called village. my  people’ I brought thing this

kéns & mbdd & mdtimbs  ydks wonyéngi B¢
then so village remein play joy

Ba md Imgbdtdy & wd wd, mbd ns si w3,

they ssid Imgbatun hes died I didnot die
ndmd P& ndé S miriwg 6ténd ndé nams
I was but in water inside there I

yéns Béni Dbéydrd Bl bdmli méré Dbéme négé
brought these things. Devils they show thev I should

ndyé nd méré ényeté, mbda ésardri T
come and show you too . Village not find stay
isi Béni mérdkd md mbsd. Si 4 weéré mhés

without hsving gemes of wvillsge Then he call village

5 bé sumgbéd ndbdm né Db ngsméné  iwdrs.

he them +talk all how they have to make

B3 botédd yI mére $smbg., Odmbs & Jéngu  fwérdi
They started to show shrine BShrine of Jjénszu can

j8 mbd mébdh gwéri jd¢ mbd mérdrd ndé  ggmbs
stay vesrs two can stay yesrs three but surine
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y& mdsdéngé &yd ndé pgdndé  motdwd, ébdnjid
of méséngd stay only months six because

b3 bésdkpa mbdsi. weEéni b3S bémére = &y4rs 74
them donot learn dislect When they leave thins  of

ék3rés yésé  ndbdm' B4 b3 mdkésé nddngd  vE
Juiu all together +they then cut pepper of

moséngs weéni  bé  késé ndéngé y8 wdésdnzd
. MOSONZo when they cut pepper of MOSOTE0

odéri nd cdocd omfi  wé siméy cuéet cUfet
eat it cddcd shallow you sneeze Ccucet cueet

cdéét  ngirdrd 6 botés beté mbdgi 4 Hosongo
ciéet times three you start talk dislect of mosongzo

mbssi 3 jéngd =8  Sydrd bd 8 Sténi  mbd

dislect of Jjengu then something of stay there Tears
mébsh, &Béri nds  gpgsméni  bdkpéd mbist VL
two, it becsuse they must lesrn dislect of

wé nd wééfé Dbévdrd véndé béydra yi  Lékordé
them snd other things that sre things of jujus
v3 njé ékéngé bindd éténi nd  titdd

that is why tThey stay there for long

Bémd wdrd ©énd nd téé  éms déygdménd  bé
They make 80 until it resched they

wd sis¢  @ambd. Y6 &ydrd y3 njé érdysnéreri,
send out shrine that thing that is brought us
Jéngu ng mosdéngd é Dbémoésd bgkdle

jéngu snd mosongo in Bamusso bakole

Bd nydmbda, angéd métd Imgbdtdp dmd weé  ndé
my country men that man Imgbdtuy he was only

mdtd w8 bénysmbda y3 njé kéngé  bonysmbssd
man of the village that is - why people of village
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b vénd of bsd Béné wmdréfd 6 Jénzd Bdnd
heve " also they hseve head in Jeygu c¢hildren

téi  itumbd  téi nd réwd  1tItI & jéngd
esch people each with their beliefs in Jengu

ovi &6 mdsdngd  of
like in mosdéngd also

N3ngéléd mbd méngéni  wen njé nd  stkdnére
I think I have here that I end

wd nd myangd
this my story

Origin of Juju in Bsgkole

From the beginning, the kole people had no secret
societies One day s man csalled Ikan or Imgbstun went
as he ususlly did, in his canoe One this feteful day
he threw in his net but csme out with a woven csge. Ile
threw this back in water, and threw his net sgain. 3ut
the same cage resppesred He got very suprised and
decided to go home.

To his sstonishment he stsrted hearing the sound of
drums inside the waster. He felt very confused and was
in some sort of s dsze. When he came back to himself,
he wass in a2 strsnge plsce. He was resssured thst he wss
in water, snd hsd no csuse for fesr They told him that
they wanted him to tske back to his people the ides of
gocieties. They indicated they wanted to teach him all
there was to it., He was told that thers were to be two
shrines built for two jujus, the mosongo snd the jensu.
The mosongo wes for men snd the jengu was for women,
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The men, chosen to belong to this society have to be
there for six mounths while the women where to ste: in
theirs For two or three yesrs. They kept Imgbstuy for two
dnvs snd sent him bscY in the middle of the-night.

*leanwhile, the people in the villege had searched
and sesrched for him, and had given him up as dead.
Taey had even prefsred for his desth calebrstion. e
night they were 8ll ssleep, Imghstun ceme with sounds of
deums sccompanying him When the people ssw him they
could not belief their eyes. He then told them whers he
was snd his message to the people.

The people then tollowed his instructions snd when
the people intended have been enshrined they were given

Depper After esting snd sneezing they started sgeaking'
the juju dislect. From that day, the kole peoplec had
gsecret societies, the mosoygo and the jengu socleties,
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