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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION

-This‘memoim%proposes to study the noun class sysﬁem. of
L&fd!', a language of the Coastal Bantu Mbo cluster (A.15)'spoken
in Meme Division of the South West Province. In this
introductory part, a socio—Tinguistic,setting.of the Bafo will
be sketched, the language situated more precisely with{n .the
general Bantu, ‘then a sketch of its phonology, the methodology

and organisation of this study will be given.
1.1 SOCTIO LINGUISTIC SETTING OF BAFO -

The Bafo tribe is fouhd in the administrative unit of Kumba
Central Sub-Division of the Meme Division 1in (South West
province in Cameroon, see map 1) For the purpose of this study
the language and the people will here after be referred to as

Lefd’ and Bafo.

1. Lérs’ is the name of the language spoken by an ethnic group
in Kumba who «call themselves bafd. In administrative texts
these people are referred to as the Bafo (also written as
Bafaw). In this memoir Bafo will be used to refer to both the
speakers of Lefo and to their geographic space.




According to District Officer R.W.M. Dundas (1922), Bafo is
geographically situated northwards from Kumba town, 1in the Mungo
river valley. This valley lies on the south western watershed
of the Kupe-Mwanenguba mountain range (Hedinger 18847). The
Rumpi hills are found on the western side of the valiey. The
river valley thereby forms a natural gap in the Horth-south
direction from Mamfe and stretches southwards to the At]éntic
sea at Tiko. Other physical features of the area include River
Meme, from which the division takes its name, .1akes Mwanenguba
and Barombi Mbo. River Meme rises from the Rumpi Hills and
flows on the western side of Kumba Central Sub-division, crosses
Mbonge poad, then flows into Ndian Division (cf map 2) Lake

Barombi Mbo is situated a few kilometres north west of Kumba

town.

The Bafo tribe 1is found 1in the‘;equatorial region of
Cameroon and as such enjoys heavy rainfa1is-fof about half of.
the year and high temperatures throughout the year. The
Temperatures increase fn the dry seasoh. The heavy rainfall
gives rise to thick equatorial forest. The #&rea has rich clay
soils covered with volicanic ash. White wash (earth} is found in

some places and natives use it to paint their houses.

The Bafo tribe covers &a geographical area of about One
hundred and fifty four square miles with a population density of

about 16 inhabitants per square mile, (Dundas R.W.M., 1822).

Besides the settlers in Kumba town, most Bafo villages are found




along the Kumba-Mamfe road. One of the settlements on the

Mbonge-Marumba road is known as Dieka.

The economic activities of the Bafo people vary from
fishing in the rivers and lakes, hunting, weavihg of mats,
trading, to farming which is their.principal occupation. The
very fertile s0ils 1in this area account for the high
productivity of crops such as cocoa, palmnuts, rubber, bananas,
plantains, beans, corn, groundnuts etc. Plantains from‘ this
area have a specially good taste. ; @&¢s a result the Bafo staple

food is plantians and koki beans.

The Bafo early contacts with Europeans gave many of them an
oppeortunity to go to school. Almost every Bafo village has a
primary school., The pupils from these primary schools have
access to the many private and government secondary schools in
kumba town. There are however too few of the much . needed

technical schoois.

The Bafos have the following neigbours (map 2): the
Banyangs and Bassosi on the north, Baltong on the N. East,
Bakossi on the N, East and‘East, Bakundu on the socuth and Mbonge
Bakundu on the West.  After many inter—-tribal wars and the
ensuing migrations, the Bafos now live 1in. peaceful harmony with
their neighbours. They intefmarry and move freely from one
tribe to another. These healthy contacts have given.fise to

borrowing between the languages in this area.



Kumba Towh which is an out

Kumbe Madike, 1is a cross-roads

through Tombel, to Mamfe and to

earlier mentioned, motorable

villages on the Kumba-Mamfe and
are no

in Kumba town 1itself

full of pot holes during the rains and extremely

dry seasons.

growth of the Bafo viliage of

for the traffic to Fako, to Loum
Mbonge-Ndian (see map 3). As
but untarred roads link the Bafo
Kumba-Mbonge roads. The

roads

better. They are very muddy and

dusty 1in the



1.2 BAFO HISTORY - Origin and Culture

According to Dundas (1922) before the Bafos, lived in Masue
near Ekona, (map 3) they had inhabited a place called Bajo.
Bajo is an area in upper Bakossi, on the western side of Bangem
Sub-Division, sharing a boundary with Nyandong known as West

Bakossi in Tombel Sub-Division.

Due to factors to be explained later, the settlement at
Masue, (a place east of present day Kokobuma) did not last long.
The Bafos soon moved southwards, creating settlements which came

to bear various names (cf map 3).

The Bafos are said to have migrateed for the following
reasons: |

a) wars with neighbours made them move from one place to
another 1in search of peace. A good example to cite here is
their war with the Bakossis at Masue. Sometimes they moved in
search of more fertile farm land. The land in Masue seemed hot
do have been fertile enough, besides the hostility of the
neighbours.

b) Their migratory movement towards the south was motivated
by the need to get closer to the source of European trade in

sélt, tobacco, rum, cloth etc.

.Dundas (op.cit) situates the movement of the Bafos some

centuries before 1922 when he carned oqt his studies. As the

Bafos moved southwards they founded a number of villages along




the Kumba-Mamfe road (map 3). The villages below are said to

have been founded by certain persons as indicated in each case.

1) Kokobuma founded by Esambe Ngung

2} Kombone Bafaw by Akwonjo and Ebaku Mayin
3) Dikomi by Elangwe

4) Kurume by Akamadibo

5) Bolo by Akpaw

6) Ikiliwindi by Nnoko Makene

7} Mambanda by Abwadianage

8) Kumbe Madike by Madike (kumba town)

9) Dieka on Mbonge-road by Esema Modua

The date of the Tounding of these villages are as yet |

-ty

unknown. The fact that the Bafos migrated from Bajo, suggests

that they share a common ancestry with the present day Bajo

people. What is certain is that there is a definite degree of.

affi - nity between Leéfd’ and Akoose, the language spoken by Bajé
people. A comparison of L&fd’, Akoose and Bakundu, another
neighbouring language to L&f3’, shows a higher degree of genetic
affi nity between Léf3’ and Akoose than between Bakundu and
Lefd’. The similarity between Léfd’' and Bakundu is not any more

so than that with the neighbouring Bantu languages.

As a basis for comparing the above three languages, a 17

item word list was elicited. It is presented in table 1 below.




Lefd, Aksose and Bakundu cognhates

i Lefs? Gloss Akoose Bakundu

- W' persen  m wots

- mian  ehita man miang

- a e o aiss
“““““ oyon  hair myun/myen  nyenea

- & ohena siseas awa

A nait man ceves
e neart mewmiam wiena
"""" sin  rame  din/in  oina
""""""" s slave  tan  wmofa
T God  am obast
O hem wizard  aem mienoh
""""" skin  euest  sken ook
"""" mbGmbt  ashes  moumba  moa
'''''' win  bameo  moensmoen
""""" teom  orass  esum cowmed
e carth  nas nyite

7
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From the above data there is not one Bakundu lexis which 1is

exactly similar to Lefd®' as compared to the many Lefd’/Akoose

cognates.




1.3 SOME ASPECTS OF BAFO CULTURE

The Bafo people have dressed 1in Qarying manner through the
ages. RBefore Europeans came, they used bark of trees to cover
their bodies. The bark was beaten.soft with sticks or stones,
soaked 1in water, and then dried. When it was dry, both men and
women tied it at the waist line to cover the lower par£ of thé

body._ From waist 1l1ine upwards was left naked, men and women

alike,. .

With the advent of Europeans who brought clothes women .
began to tie a fathom of ¢cloth round the waist. On top, they
tied one end of a headscarf round the neck, knotting it at the
nape. The whole headscarf fell to the front covering the
woman’'s breasts and abdomen. She then took anocther headscarf,
folded 1t and tied round her head. On occasions such as during
the Dinyangi dance, the women would cut flowers.and stick‘ into
the folded headscarfs round their heads. With time they
replaced the fathom of cloth with a type of skirt gathered at
the waist with the help of a rope. This shirt is called

"wondo”. Today the Bafo woman’s traditional dress is the kaba.

The men transited from the bark of tree to a fathom of
cloth. Today a Bafo man’s traditional dress is a long sleeve
shirt, over a big loin cloth. Then he ties a neckscarf. In
addition, the title holders 1in this tribe who are known as

"ba-fon" do wear a red cap called "ul&’" carry a scepter "eld €

di fon" and a specially made flexible broom, during traditional

g




ceremonies. For ordinary use a "h-fdn" wears a a black cap

known as "nkweté" and carries nothing in his hand.

The typical Bafo dances are those owned by secret
societies, for example the Nyangwe dance for HWyangwe society,
Ngini dance for Ngini society and the Bolua dance for the
women's secret society. The exception to these dances attached
to societies 1is the Dinyangi dance which is a graceful dance,
usua1fx performed during occasions of joy such as weddfngs and

births. It is said to be a fairy dance.

1.3.1 Birth Ceremony

¥hen a  baby is born, its mother and the baby are confided
to a special nursing attendant. The attendant takes care of
them wuntil the mother becomes strong enough to take care of her
baby. During this convalescence period, any relative or friend
who comes to visit the baby is splashed with some cold water as
a sign of blessing. The time which the baby and its mother
spend 1in the nursing room varies from three to six months

depending on the means at the disposal of the family concerned.
The day the child is brought out is an occasiion for feasting.

People eat, drink and dance Dinyangi dance.

10




1.3.2 Death Cerem ony

Death a natural but undesirable end of life in all human
society, is received and handled with all befitting solemnity in
Bafo community. A remarkable feature of death ceremony samongst
the Bafos is the way title holders (ba-fdn) are buried. A title
holder is buried inside a house by members of his own secret
society only. Like 1in most Cameroonian communities, after a
corpse is buried death celebration follows: beop]e are served
food and drinks. The secret societies concerned with the death
in question then come out to dance. The dancing at this point

demonstrat es the philosophy of the continuity of 1ife.

1.3.3 The Bafo Habitat

As explained earlier the climate of this area is generally
warm and humid. The c1{mate therefore conditions the
construction of the houses 1in which the people live. Their
houses are built with light materials such as thatches and bark
of trees instead of bricks and stones. Thus they make use of

available material within their immediate environment.

Generally a man builds one long thatched house. The walls
are made of four layers of materiails. On the ocutside is a wall
of bamboos and poles. Next to it is a layer of thatches, then

comes a layer of bark of trees which is finally covered with

mats.




This four layer wé]1 is very solid and keeps the house warm
and tidy. Usually the long thatched house is partitioned into
sections depending on the'number of wives the man has. Each
wife's section is further divided into a kitchen and a bed room.
The man builds for himself a similar but smaller house behind
the‘ long bui]ding. The man's house known as “ekula" contains
his own bedroom. Behind the 1long buiiding, wood  stores are
buiit for each woman. Infront of the long house, Q sitting
place is provided with logs of wood or .bamboo benches. Here

visitors are recieved.

1.3.4 Typical Bafo dishes

The list below (which is not exhaustive) indicates the vast

and rich variety of Bafo dietary system. It comprises:

1) Koki beans and plantains

2) koki corn eaten with "mitdg” (co?obas ia) or."mésa’"
{sweet yams)

3) Ngolango (plantains mixed with meat, oil and spices)

4) Fufu cocoyam with ndinga étuman (colocasia leaves soup)

5) Egusi pudding with local spices

6) E1dm (cocoyam leaves prepared with fish or meat and
spices)

7) Raw bitter leaves with palm oil

The presence of koki beans at important cccasions such as

weddings, has a special significance. Some people prefer a koki

12




bean wedding cake to & flour cake. The reason is 1hat besides
being original, the bean seed is known to be very prolific. It
is therefore used as symbolic blessing on theryoung couplie which

is looking forward to procreation.

13
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1.4.0 Linguistic Situation of L&f5’

Greenberg’s (1966) genetic classification of African

languages puts them into four main families as follows:

" i. Congo-kordofonian
ii. Nilo-saharan
iii. Afroasiatic

iv.  Khoisan

The Congo-kordofanian i8 further sub-divided into
Niger-Congo and Niger-Kordofanian. Niger-Ccongo has six
sub-families namely: 1) West Atlantic, 2) Mande, 3) Voltaic, 4)
Kwa 5) Benue-Congo and 6) Adamawa. Under Benue-Congo D, are
included the following Bantoid sub-families Tiv: Bitare, Batu,

Ndoro, Mambila, Bute and Bantu; Greenberg (1866)

Lefa’ belongs to the Bantu Jlanguages of south west
€ameroon, within the Mbo ciuéter {A.15) by Gutherié {1967).
This cluster 1is referred to as Manenguba languages by Johnston
(1919 and 1922), Hedinger (1987) (cf map 4) Lefd’ 1is given the

name nho (641) in Atlas Linguistique du Cameroun (ALCAM: 1983),

{(see map 5 on page ZQ)

The figure below is a sketch of Léfd' 1linguistic ancestry

following Greenberg’s (1966) genetic b1as$1fication:
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Congo — Kordofanian

|

P
Niger - Congo
{

v

Benue - Congo

I

w’

Bantoid
i .

Bantu

N. Equatocrial

!
Coastal
{

¥

LefS?

From informant sources Lef5’ has three dialects. There is
upper Léfé’ spoken 1in the villages of Kokobuma, Kombone, and
_Dikomi. The villages of Kurume, Bolo, Ikiliwindi, Mawmbanda and
Kumba, speak lower Léfd'«Dieka has its own variety. It has not

‘been possible to have illustrative data for these dialects.
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Map 5 LANGUAGES OF S/WEST PROVINCE
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1.5 A SKETCH OF LEF3’ PHONOLOGY

A detailed morpho—phono]ogica].study of Le&fd' s outside
the scope of this work. However a:brief study of the phonclogy
of L&fs’ has been undertaken to facilitate the transcription of
‘the data of this study. It would not be surprising if this
served aé a basis for future stiudy,. However the vowel,

consonant and tonal patterns are sketched.

1.5.1 Vowels

."One of Gutherie’s (1948) criteria for idenfying a
language as Bantu is a symmetrical vowel system:
an odd number of vowels, including one low central
vowel and an eqgual number of front and back
vowels", Welmers (1873).

The following possible combinations among otherg are common:

a) b) i u c) i Y

0 0 < K
Lyl
Q
m

i
I
e
€

a

Le&fs>' comes very close to the b) battern above with the slight

difference that Leéfd’ has a mid central vowel [a] in addition.

L&fd’ Vowels: i u
o
a o

a

The above vowels are attested in the following L&f5’ lexical
items.
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Vowel Lefd? gloss

i 1ibi “breast”

e épum "fruit”

€ eke "hand”

s T : "where?"

a a “to, at" .

o ms’ “person”

(o} ebobd "a dumb person”
u pusy "to answer”

A survey of the word list used for this work reveals that
the one]s / i, €, 8, a, o2, u/ have a greater frequency of
occurence than vowels /e, o/. Vowel /i/ 1is hardly found in the
initial position. Vowel /e/ is scarce. Apparently, /e/ is used

in most positions where /e/ could occur.

In Lefd’ vowel length is significant and will be indicated i~

|
by sequences of two identical vowels (following Meeussen 1987) 1
' |

maki i "blood”

séaa "his father".
lipUndié "chameleon”
fii "camwood"
p&sm "chalk"”

s55 “"thatch”
wudit “night”

mbood | “lake"

There 1is no example of an /e/ cluster. This may be evidence of

its scarcity.
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1.5.2 Leéfd' Consonants

The following chart depicts the consonants identified.
T 1.2 Consonants.

L e ot A L i ey T T Ty o T T S ST G i M o Tt s S el e o e et o e o e — o ———

PLACE Bila- Labio Dental Palato Pala- Velar Glot- Labieo

bial dental Alveo- Alveo- tal tal velar
MRURER lar lar
P t K ! kp
b d g
BLOPS Ormmmmm e e e
o)
Frica- f s 8
tives J
Nasals m n ny(n) n
Pre-nasa- mp nt nk
lized mb . nd ' nJj ng
stops
Laterals 1
Approxi-
mants ¥ , W

—— B " - ———————————————— " o —— T 0 (o T o S o S ———— — —— >

The glottal stop .is a very frequently used feature in L&f3’
as can be seen in the glossonym of the language. Many nouns 1in
this work contain the glottal stop /’/. The pre-nasalised
conscnants are also a common feature as can be seen in the many

examples of classes 3, 9 and 10 nouns.
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The canonical syllable structure of Lé&fd’' can be sketched thus:.

(V) (C) v (C). The examples below 1illustrate the various

expansions of this structure.

Cv pdps “armpit”
wit il "chin”
fa "where”
B “"they"
Vv a "to, at”
) "in”
cve fan “here”
sim "straight”
vCV EKE "hand”
€1D "spear"”

1.5.3 Tones

Tones used in this work include:
| : high tone
low tone
rising tone
falling tone

mid tones have not been marked.

- Tones as used here express speech prominence. For

the homorganic nasals are sylliabic, hence bear a tone.
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1.6 METHOD OF WORK

Data collection: ﬁJ

}

.1 copied a 709 word list from Hedinger (1987). With this.‘iﬂ

Y

word 1ist‘/i\;made a trip to Kumba to elicit the Lefd’

correspondences, 1in the singular/plural forms as much as
possible. I also went to Buea achives to get documentation on
Bafo histog;l‘ when 1 came back to Yaounde, I_ cross-checked my
data ‘with other informants around. My inforﬁants included men
and women of different ages. The ages of the men range from 24
years, 45 years, and above 70 years. The age range of women is

20 years, 35 years and 50 years,

I also made up a number of sentences which were translated

into Léfs’. The sentences were to enable me determine classes

of nouns which were not obviocus from the affixes or semantic

criteria. This was particularly useful for classes 9/10 nouns.

Data analysis

1 used Welmers (1973:165) proto-Bantu noun prefixes and
semaﬁ£1c criteria to put L&f3’ nouns 1in the various classes.
Then I made numerals, possessives, relative pronouns and
qualif%er charts. I put different classes of nouns on each of
these charts and elicited the corrésponding concords from my

informants. At this stage all the noun classes and their

concords were determined.
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I then started writing up. When I realised that 1 needed
to include maps in the study, I went to "Centre Geographique"” to
look for a map of Meme Division. I also got some Maps from

ALCAM,

1.7 . ORGANISATION OF THIS WORK

Chapter 1 contains the introduction
Chapter II discusses the literature of noun

classification

Chapter 1III presents noun classes of Lefd’

Chapter 1V is on L&f3' gender system
Chapter Vv presents the concordial morphemes of Léf3s’
Conclusion: this is a summary of the work including a

statement on research prospect




CHAPTER TWO

2.0 A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE ON NOUN CLASSIFICATION
IN BANTU LANGUAGES

The African linguistic scene with over 1600 languages must
have been a formidable challenge, indeed a tantalising puzzle to
early scholarship in general and to linguists in particular. To
start with a  number of early scholars posited a vast range of
working hypotheses to account for the nature andg classificatjon

of African Languages. 1In the words of Welmers (19732:3)

"...unparalleled 1in. the study of languages any
where else in the world, African languages have
been beset by persistent hypotheses of language
mixture, intermediate or transitional Jlanguages,
substrata, pervasive external influence far 1in
excess of what is usually recognized as normal, and
innovative exuberance unmatched in recorded
language history."” '

In this review, the views on African Janguages as
constituting a jumble will be examined first and then focus will
turn to those which hold that there 1&g order and that these

languages are traceable to a few proto languages. Finally the

Bantu prefix shape, concord and gender systems will be reviewed,




2.1 THE AFRICAN LANGUAGE SITUATION: A Great Jumble

The first of these absurd notions is that of (Sir Harry
Johnston 31919:27) who sees African languages as "A great jumble
of events, and 1lo! - new languages spring suddenly into
existence." For Johnston, (op-cit) languages scattered all over
West Africa had noun class and concord systems similar tor those
of the well established Bantu. For him the most highly
deve]oped and regular Bantu Tahguages represented the oldest and
most original proto-Bantu type. In his specd]ation Johnston
{op-cit) imagines some momentous and amazingly rapid process of
fusion by which West African languages acquired entire chunks of

Bantu morphological structures and basic vocabulary over night.

Other proponents of African language mixtures according to
Welmers (op-cit) include Carl Meinhof (1940), E.O.J. Westphal

(1857), M.A. Bryan (1959) Westermann (1982) and Malcolm
Gutherie (1962).

Malcolm Gutherie (1962) who shares almost the same views
with Johnston gives an alternative interpretation of Greenberg's
genetic classification of Bantu and West Sudanic languages as,
“the incorporation of Bantu features into languages of quite a
distinct origin”, in the form of “"grammatical contamination” and
“loan words” y Gutherie’'g theoryiabased on earlier distinct
classifications of Sudan and Béktu by Meinhof (1912} and Alice
Werner (1915) {as found 1in D.T. Cole 1871:23),  attributes

Hamitic origin to West Sudanic languages and naturally sees no
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genetic relationship between Bantu and W. Sudanic. The Reason fpv. .
of  this view of pervasive external influence of Bantu into West

Sudanic can therefore be understood.

Another exponent of mixed Jlanguages 1is Carl  Meinhof
(1840:164) with his “Mischsprache” concept he suggests that
Bantu is a hybrid language, descended of a Hamitic father and a
Hegro mother. This concept seems to be based more on cuitural
than linguistic considerations. Consqguently it will not take

any more of our time and space.

E.O.J. Westphal (1857) postulates that a language may be
closely related to another language phonologically, to a second
morphologically and still to a third lexically. Unfortunately
no data has been presented to substantiate this claim andlﬁeAE% f
to ‘give room for appraisal. M.A. Bryan (1959) a discfple of
Westphal (op-cit) has used Westphal's theory to posit extensive

7ianguage mixtures 1in Africa. Again evidence for this view was

not available.

. Another proponent of language mixtures in Africa 1is David
Da?by‘r(isaa); In support of this theory Dalby rejects the
:_ tréditiona? concept of genetic relationships and classification
~of languages. His examples of mixed languages are pidgins and

creoles, e.g. Krio of Sierra Leone and Ma’a (Mbugu) in Tanzania.

Welmers (1973:3) explains that Dalby misconceived

Greenberg’s notion of genetic relatedness which 1implies
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"genesis” or origin. Greenberg’s "genetic re1ationships“_refers
to linguistic characteristics . inherited by one generation of
speakers from another. To bring home the point Welmers (op-cit)
illustrates genetic relationship with this explanation: a
-language may be broken up by migration or invasion. Each part
undergoes changes due to external influences. After several
_mi11en1a the relationship will remain apparent in parallels
discoverable by well-established techniques of comparative

tinguistics.

Welmers (op-cit) equa]]y dismissses the theory of mixed
languages in Africa with the following argument. Taking the
supposed example of a mixed 1anguage}Mafa (mbugu)‘ig'Tanzania, a
supposedly non-Bantu language which has adopted Eantu class and
concord system. (Tucker and Bryan 1966 p. 270} Ma’'a 1is also
alleged to have a large Iragw(Cushitic) vocabulary which is
entirely nominail, while its verbs are of a different origin.
{Tucker and Bryan 1957 p.72) Welmers (op-cit) states that (from
unpublished research sources by christopher Ehret) the
development of Ma'’a, though certainly unusual, is within the
familiar framework of continuous language history with extensive
external influence. Many Ma’a verbs, nouns and other words are
of Cushitic corigin. The gaps and 1inconsistencies of Bantu
grammar - in Ma'a suggest that this grammar does not belong to
the mainstream of Ma’a history. It should however be noted that
Ma'a didnot adopt Bantu grammatical characteriétics in the
abstract, they came into the 1language through the adopted

vocabulary.
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welmers(op-cit) is equally reluctant to accept krio of
Sierra Leone as an example of an African mixed language. His
argument is that krio has a background of imperfectiy learned
English as it is obvious with young immigrant communities. Its
phdnology is similar to several West African languages, and has
a grammatical structure that lacks many English characteristics
but rather resembles that of West African languages. There is
no homogenous African 1language from which Krio developed. It
therefere has no genetic._history. Krio grew from extensive
coastal _trade contact‘p{ﬁg emancipated slaves who had different
African backgrounds. These people needed a language with which

to communicate within themselves and the EnglishiKrioc was born,

Having discussed the hypotheses of African mixed languages
it would be good to look at the opposing view: the theory of

genetic relatedness of African languages.

St
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2.2. THE GENETIC RELATEDNESS OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES

The most comprehensive and widely accepted classification
of African ianguages is said to be that proposed by Joseph H.
Greenberg (1963, 1966). Using the method of mass comparison of
lexical items and their morphological forms, he grouped African
languages into four main families namely: Congo—kordoéanian,
Nilo-Saharan, Afroasiatic and Khoisan. Striking similarities of
the lexicon and their bound morphemes helped to determine the
genetic relatedness of the languages. We1mers.(19?3:5)_tota11y
approves' Greenberg’s (op-cit) genetic. classification. He
however criticises the fact that Greenberg has not demonstrated
the existence of regular phonetic correspondences among all the
languages 1in any of the four language famﬂ1ies he posited for
Africa. %hough such correspondences areldfhe real proof of

/N
genetic relationship.

Taking a cue from Carl Meinhof {(1912), Alice Werner in her

book titled The lanquage families of Africa, made a genetic

classification . “The Five families of African languages"”, are

presented as follows , (D.T. Cole 1871:23)

1} The Sudan family
2) Thge Bantu family
3) The Hamitic family
4) The Bushman group
5) The Semitic family
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A1l the afore mentioned classifications have given Bantu a
prominent place. This is due to the interesting nature of Bantu

noun classification.  Gutherie (1968-71) 1in his Comparative

Bantu | Linguistics..., is said to have chosen the Bantu
languages for this kind of study, due to their perculiar
geographical distributicon and overall characteristics.
According to him Bantu 1anggages.have a wealth of data:; over 300
| distinct languages with relatively simple grammatical
structufes, patterns of agreement and scund shape so easy to

handle. Noun Classification is the basis of Bantu grammar.
2.3 MORE EVIDENCE OF ORDER IN THE AFRICAN LINGUISTIC SITUATION

Malcolm Gutherie (19867) in his article, "Variations in the
range of classes in the Bantu languages published in La

classification Nominale dans les lLangues Nédro Africaines, gives

a stricking description of Bantu noun <classes. According to
him, the occurence of class concord by prefix is a feature so
essential to the Bantu family that it becomes impossible to
accept as fully Bantu any language in which this feature is
missing. He defines “c1éss" in Bantu as one of the distinct
patterns of prefix agreement in the language in guestion, the
actual prefix of the nominal being used as a reference form for
the whole pattern of agreement. The number of classes in a
v language is thus determined by the number of distinct patterns
of agreement. This explains why the number of classes vary from

ten to about twenty depending on the language.
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In the same vein, Richardson Irvine (1967:376) says that:

"Perhaps the most notable evidence of homogene ity in
Bantu languages 1is the extent to which generally
speaking, noun prefixes have retained identifiable
shapes which enables the research worker to number them
in a consistent manner with relevant ease through out
the entire family” :

5ti11 1in the same line of thought Welmers (1873:159) asserts

'% that Bantu languages are the most commonly associated with noun

class éystems. Though Bantu is not unique in noun class systems,
its large number of noun classes and their maximal grammatical
functions are simply overpowering at a first glance, This
appraisal is rounded up 1in the words of Greenberg (1966) who

states:

“"The trait of Niger-Congo morphology which provides the
main material for comparison 1is the system of noun
c¢lassification by pair of affixes, singular/plural.
The Bantu noun prefixes are typical of this
classification system.”

In discussing the nature of Bantu noun classes, Richardson
(op-cit) posits the theory of unidirectional evolution. This would
imply a gradual process of logical eveolution at a uniform rate. It
isguéstionableas to whether a spoken language can actually evolve
in  this manner. In answer to this question Richardson (op-cit)
says, the logicality of evolution in a language or language family
can be proved only by reference to the systems into which it may be
analysed or the degree to which these may be organized in?to &

master system. In conclusion he says, even the most logical Bantu

languages display lacunae, reduncies and other illogicalities which
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result from various socio-cultural influences. Givexry that
Richardson’s theory 1is based for most part on the assUmption of
lack of evidence to disprove uni-directional evolutiocon for Bantu,

it is difficult to give his theory an objective appraisal.
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2.4 CRITERIA OF ASSIGNING NOMINAL CLASSES

Another factor which attracts attention 1is the criteria of
assigning nominal classes 1in Bantu. This will also explain the
fact that Bantu noun classification is not an arbitrary grammatical

device.

2.4.1 The Pr¢fix and Concord_System

A study of the Bantu nouns reveals that most of the nouns have

a prefix or suffix which agrees with other grammatical morphemes in

a sentence. The shape of such a prefix e.g. mu/mi for classes
3/4, would be found on many nouns and thus be grouped together, in
one class. There are therefore as many classes as the prefix

Shapes with distinct. agreement patterns.

A second dimension of the grouping of nouns 1is the semantic

categories. The semantic categories or genders can be tidentified
within the prefix groupings. However the relation between the
prefix shape and semantic category remains'arbitrary. There is no

justificaion for deciding that 1i/ma should be the prefixes for
classes 5/6 and not 1/2 for instance. This apparent arbitrariness
must have been instituted to create orderliness in presenting the

nouns of various classes and languages.

The system of affixes 1is an 1inherent feature 1in Bantu
languages and serves a number of functions., It fulfillsS the role

which gender plays 1in Jlanguages Jlike french. It indicates the
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grammatical concords and cohesion in well formed speech patterns
(Tadadjeu et al. 1988 p. 110-112)., The system of affixes also
provides typological data to establish genetic relatedness,
Meeussen (1967) and Welmers (Qiﬁb have each used the Bantu system
of affixes to establish genetic affinity within the Eantu and to

come up with proto-Bantu prefix renconstructions.

This chapter would not end without presenting an important

feature of Bantu noun classification namely; the gender system.
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2.4.2 The Gender System_in Bantu langquages -

The gender system is one of the features fregquently used 1in
classifying nouns. The notion of gender can be appplied on most

languages but at varying degrees and interpretations.

The word ‘“gender" is derived from Latin “genus” meaning
"class” or "kind", (Lyons 1968). Lyons further explains that the

Greek and Latin three genders were the three main noun classes
recognized 1in the grammar. Greek and Latin nouns were classified

into three genders so as to account for two distinct phenomena: 1)

pronominal reference, 2) adjectival concord and agreement.

'.

~

For 'same reasons the nouns of French, Italian and Spanish are
classified into two genders, those of Russian and German 1ihto 3
genders and Swahili - a Bantu language, into six genders, etc.

Pursuing his argument Lyons (1968) states:

“...1t is a matter of empirical fact that 1in most
languages that have gender (defined as a classification
of nouns for pronominal reference or concord) there s

some "natural” semantic basis for the classification.:
This is not necessarily sex. It may be shape, texture,
colour, edibility, 1in short any set of ‘'natural"”

properties”
This is the case of Bantu noun gender classification

"Natural” and grammatical gender fails to apply in
Indo-European languages where even inanimate nouns are masculine or

femine gender as 1is the case in French.
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le gargon muchacho ragazzo boy
la fille muchacha ragazza = girl

Bantu noun gender with L&f3’ examples are discussed in chapter
IV of this study.

In summary, this chapter has attempted to presént some
scholarly views on the nature and classification of African
1anguagés in general and the Bantu noun c]asses in particular. 'The
Bantu system of affixes and concord agreement as well as the

semantic gender systems have been extensively discussed.

One other thing that this chapter has tried to portray is the
intereét in the study of_]anguage clasification and consequently
the interest that the study of L&f5' noun class system holds for
scholarship in African Linguistics. - It has also provided tools

that will be used in the analysis of the L&f3' Tanguage data.
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CHAPTER THREE

3.0 LEF3® NOUN CLASSES
3.1 CRITERIA FOR THE DETERMINATION OF NOUN CLASS BELOHGING

The criteria generally used in Bantu noun classification and
which will be used to establish LEF3' noun classes as distinct from

each other are:

- the form of the noun prefixes
- singular/plural pairing

- nouns and their concording elements

According to Weimers (1973:168) the semantic notion of noun
class belonging 1is also +important in the c]assificatioh_of Bantu
nouns. Following this notion, 1in a noun-c1ass language, nouns
generally group together into semantic classes. Thus there will be
a class of humans comprising all nouns that are human such as man,
boy, girl etc,. There will be a class of body parts, 1ongish'
objects, animals, liquids etc. Combined with proto-Bantu noun

prefixes the noun classes of L&fd’ can be discerned.

-The following 1is a summary chart of noun class prefixes and

some concords.

40




Column 1: 1t Shows the ciass numbers. These numbt.ers include
classes 1, 1a, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6a, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14,

and 19.

Column II: This column contains the corresponding prefixes for
each class. A discussion of the prefixes with

ijJlustrative data is presented after the chart,.

Column III This column depicts the proto-Bantu noun prefixes by
“Welmers (1973:165) Columns II and III are put side by

side to ease comparison at a glance.

Column IV & v Column four gives sample nouns for each class and

column five is the gloss of the nouns in column four.

columns VI & VII Six contains demonstrative proncun concord for

“that one”. Column seven shows the possessive pronoun

concord "my"” for all the noun classes.




Iy
53.1 Nour Classes and some Concords

3.1 A f f ix es

i Ero  pB Nouw saweLe  ctoss . Poss
Y mu/ me-  n-tén mi-mim  slave, son - anini’ - mgs

N- mw-— mw~&n child
P o sisa father anini - mys
2 ba-, b- va-  ba-tan, b-an  slaves, children - beni’  bimgs
sow mo- ki village Cmunic femgs
Ceomis omes  omiom, villages - Cminit mi-mgs
s 1i-, Ai- le-  1i-bi, di-18  breast, stone - mani*  mé-mgs
6 ma-  ma-  ma-bl me-1¢  breasts, stones - mani' ma-ngs
CeamA- oma-  makis bloca Cmani'  me-mgs
7 -, e- xe-  e-fun, bi-8&’  axe, feather - vini’  e-mgs
"8 b1~ vi-  bi-fan, bi-3s+ axes, feathers - bini’  bi-ngs
T T T T T T T T T e e e e e e .
9 o ne- k&', mbén antelope, bamboo -~ £€nini’' €&-nvs

o e AR W T ek B e s o ek e T S e v = = T mem M T S e e e e = ha T S Hk e e A T e T T S d o — — o —

10 o li-ne- k&', mbén antelopes, bamboos - £€vini’® éEmya




Fourteen noun classes have been identified in Léfs*,
Although the semantic criteria is generally use iful it should be
used with a lot of care. The reason for this 1is that nouns

i;(."/- et

donot wusually fall neatly 1into c1as§és as one would expect.
Some nouns that are definitely hum;n and should fail in c]asées
1 and 2, sometimes fall 1into the class of animals. The
following irregularities were identified in the attempt to

classify Le&f3’ nouns by this criterion.

- parts of the body are spread in classes 3/4, 5/6, and

7/8.

CL Noun gloss

3 n-kwen "arm”
n-14 "head”

4 mi-kweén "arms"”
mi-10Q "heads"”

5 11-bé "Tiver"”

6 ma-sun “teeth"

7 £-p3n "thigh”

8 bi-buséa "hips”

Welmers (1973) classifies names of plants and trees in
class 3/4 but they are almost non existent in Lefd’ cliasses 3/4,

Instead a few are found in classes 7/8.

Examples
CL ~ Noun gloss
7 £-1én “"paim tree”
£-Sum “grass (sg)”
8 ' bi-1én "palm trees”

bi-8um "grass (pl1)"




The sbove examples underscore the limited value of the

semantic criterion. This also shows that there is dynamism and

flux between classes.
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3.2 HNOUN PREFIXES

In this section each class will be discussed, showing the
noun prefix, 1its alternate forms and distribution. As already
stated the proto-Bantu prefixes used 1in this study are from

Cole's reconstruction adapted by Welmers (i973:165)

3.2.1 (Class 1

The prefixes for cliass 1 are HN-, mu- m—-, mw. The

corresponding proto-Bantu is mo-,

m- and mw- precede vowel initial stems:

Examples
m-3’ “person”: _
m-&aanva "sistér/brother“
mw-~alan “daughter”

mw-—an "chiid”

N-, &nd mu- precede consonant initial stems:

i. Examples

mi=— man "son"
mi- kala "whiteman"”
N- (homorganic nasal) prefixes
Examg1es .
| - kén "guest, stranger”
: n- kwi "widow"
| m- bind& "crab” g
{ h- sln “friend”
} h- fan "chief”
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n- l1am "wizard”

n- tan ““slave”
. n- jib - "thief"”
i . .
j D- WU “corpse”
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'! 3.2.2 £Llass 1a

_ The prefix for class l1a is e- {zero allomorph) it
} corresponds to proto-Bantu e-

Examples:
2~ $185 "father”
o~ mmaa "mother"”
J o- anwgl “cat”
' o- nguse "frog”
e- nyam “animal”
o~ SApwa | "mouse”

Proper names are considered as part of
class 1a, Welmers (1973:100)

Examples

' o- akwd “"Akwo"
- eldnt "Elonge"
o- ntiba “Ntuba®
o~ dibd "Dibo"

3.2.3 Class 2

The prefix for class 2 is ba- The corresponding
proto-Bantu is va-

Examples
b- precedes vowel initial stems
b- &’ “persons”
b- &anya "sisters/brothers”
b- an- “children”
b- &1&n "daughters“'
b- anwé “cats”
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i ba- occurs before consonant inital stems,

Examples
ba - blmén “sons"
ba - kala “"white peocple”
ba - Kan "guests”
ba - kwi "widows"
bad - binda "crabs"”
bad - sln "friends”
i ba ~ fan ~ “chiefs"
i ba - 1am h "wizards”
. . .ba - tan "slaves”
| ba - Jjib “thieves”
1 ba - wi “corpses”
: ba - sisd "fathers"”
a - mméa "mothers”
ba - nguse "frogs"
bd - nyam "animals”
bad - sapws "mice”

3_ 3.2.4 Class 3

The prefixes for class 3 are N-, mw- and m-. The

corresponding proto-Bantu prefix is mo-. The distinction
between the homorganic nasal prefixes of class I and 3 1is due to
the fact that c¢lass 1 is singular. of c¢lass 2 and class 3 is

singular of c]ass-4'nouns; The plural prefixes of class 1 are

b~ and ba- where-as that of class 3 is mi-

The prefixes m- and mw- occur infront of vowel initial

stems. These examples have no morphological singu]ar/p1uraT

distinction in L&fd'. They include:




m-. inyi “"bees”
mw— Tni’ '“thacco"'

f"N— examples in this group:

m—- blmbl “ashes”
n- dakd “"bush”

Homorganic nasal prefixes [N-] are varied in class 3.
Examples of those related to plants. '

PR FY “branch”

n- ton "colocasia”
m~ man "kernel”

H- kangaa ‘root”

Parts of the body:

n- Kwen Ctarm”

i~ pdn dbi  “nostril’’
- b3n miuké “elbow”

A= 31 “vein®

n~ 10 “"head"”

A- st "mouth”

- 1£m “heart”
A= jD. "peﬁis”

Semantica11y'the‘above'nouns wou?d be considered as
falling into the class of Tongish things {(but for a Tew

exqepfions).

Miscellaneocus nouns of class 3

K "village"

n-

n- kd’ ' “rope”

n— kdni' : "song”

B- kuva “fever”
B- kan . : "scabies”




FER

n-" ba’ “parcel”

m— fan "handle"”

- bya’ u "language”

m- b - “year”

fi- ban "valley"

fi—- dim "grave”

fi—- sam "event”

h- Singa “thread/twine”

A- dumbAn “rubbish heap”
: n- Ji ~ “boundary”
] A- tim ' "walking stick”

3.2.5 C(Class 4

The class 4 prefix of L&fd’ is mi-. Its proto-Bantu
counterpart is me-. ' -

A

Examples Y

mi~ 14’ - - “branches”
mi- t3n "colocasia”
mi- tam “walking sticks”
mi- man _ "kernels"” '
mi- kangaa “rpots”
mi- Ki . “villages/countries”.
.} mi~ kd’ ' : "ropes’™ '
: mi- kdni’ "songs"”
mi- Kuid “illnesses”
mi- ba’ : .- "parcels”
mi- fan . ' "handles”
.% . mi- bya’ : “ "languages”
E mi- mbO - . - “years"”
mi- bdn . “"valleys”
mi- dim "graves"
mi- sam ; : "events”
mi-— Eiﬁgé - “"threads”

mi- dimib&n ' "rubbish heaps”
mi- Jji "boundaries”
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The L&f3' class b

le- of

same concords as those

in Léfd’'.

ms -~

mi-~
mi-

mi--

mi-—
mi-
mi-

mi-

mi-

mi-
mi-

Kwén

Kin

kan

p3n midui
badn mike
54
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sd

1ém
Jal
ju

proto-Bantu.

To ease

Nouns

with 1i- prefix.

“arms"

"tails"”
"scabies”
“hostrils”
"elbows”
"veins”

"heads"”
”mbuths"
“hearts”
"1ntestines*_"
"penis’’

préfixes are 11-, di~ which correspond to

with di- prefix in L&fd’ have the

Class 5 has many nouns

reading, the nouns will be presented 1n;

sub-classes {(semantically). Nouns which refer to animatles

Examples

Li-
1i-

-

1i-
1i-

-
-
13-

1i-

-

1i-

11—

"faeces"

a tear

"Tiver"
"abdomen”
"buttocks"”

"knee”

"breast”

“tooth” _
from the eve
"birth"

“death”

"famity”

"testicle”
"twin'

'name”

21




di- sl diké "wrist”

The last three nouns and probably some others in the

‘language have a di- prefix instead of the normal 1i~-. Since

this change does not bear up at the level of cohcords one can
conclude that this is an innovation. For this class di- is a

morphelogical variant of 1i.

Plants and related nouns.
Examples - ,
' 13- kaka "burning coals” f

1i- fin "forest”
1i- y3° ~ "thorn"
1i- k&l : “cocoyam”
11i- b3 “pumpkin®”
1i- B8ia "plum fruit"”
1i- yud "fire wood"
ik S “plantain” S
1i- bi ’ Mecolanut”

Class. 5 also has a sizable number of neutral nouns

Examples

11- f1° “pug”

11~ ban ‘ "poverty"”

11~ bé&n _ - "clouds”

1i- sin "moon"

1i- fon ' “fat” i _

11~ bi. “breast milk”

1i- kad - “yawn" ' ' S

"sneeze"”

There are still some nouns of this class which could not be =




count nouns.

: Examples

E 1i~ pundée
1i— pa’
11- k&
i~ dya
1i~ 1€nde
1i- sesl
11~ ba
1i~ bema
ii- bl?
1i- bun
i~ s@d
di- 1€
di- b

3;2.7 Class 67

Examples

prefix carries a low-tone ma-.

fitted in any of the ébove sections. These -are' cQﬂsidered:

“chameT eon™

fwing“ o
lleggll . . . A .

"food"”
“knife".
"comb”
“cloth”
"headpad”
"place”
“farm hut”

- "fireplace stones’”

"stone”
"scorpion”

ﬁrotoJBantu: ma- The only slight difference. is in tonéf__Léfé"

as ‘..” ._ . ] _:;.- ..

b

be ' “1ivers”

bi " "faeces"

sin - "teeth”

ya "births”

tumbé "famﬁWﬁes"

sié ma maké "wrists” _
kaka "~ "purning cocals”
3’ "thorns”

"plum ffui;gf

b3

The Class 6 prefix of Lefd’ agrees exactly with that of.




ma- fin "forests"”
ma—- kau - "cocoyams"

There are also some nouns in class 6 which can

be used only in the plural and not singular. They are:

ma- kanga "chest"
ma- findu "soot"”
ma- kan “"beans”
ma- tim "Ties"”
ma- sakan “thanks”

Miscellaneous

ma- pa’ "wings"”
ma- Kka "eggs"”
ma- dya "food"
ma- l1énde "knives”

3,2.8 (Class 6a

Class 6a agrees in prefix and concord with c¢lass 6 as

illustrated by the examples beliow:

1.

ma—

ma-kii(cli.6) ma me md a nyu
blood (c1.6) is finished him  in the body
“He 1is anaemic".

ma-di’ (cl.6a) & mid ma  baka & mb
water - to drink (c1.6) neg to be in pot
“Not much drinking water is in the pot”

Ba bski nkdn m-im(cl.6a) ma musma’
they gave guest wine (c1.6) R. Pron is sweet
"The guest was .given wine which is sweet”

The sentences above show that the prefix for 6a nouns is

same as 1its concord marker. There 1is therefore no
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diffarance between class 6 and 6a from the point of view of

prefix and concord markers.

The main distinguishing factor is semantic, in that class
6a dasignates liquid masses. It can also be added that class 6

is the plural for cliass 5, where-as class 6a is nauter.

wWere it not for the long standing tradition of having a
separate class 6a for nouns that designate 1liquid masses,

Welmers (1873:166) there would not seem to ba much argument in
support of the distinction of classes 8 and 6a. Infact there is

nao formal distinction.

In Laf3’ only six nouns have been identified for this

class.

ma- kil "blood”
ma- nya "urine”
ma- di’ “water”
ma- dé “river"”
ma- Se&n "stagnant water”
m- im ' "wine”

3.2.9 Class 7

The prefix for this class is e~, which alternates with e-.
The basis for this alternation is not obvious. There are
howaver very few nouns with the e- prefix. The proﬁo—Bantu
prefix for ciass 7 is ke—; L&f53' has a huge number of nouns in

this class.
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Animate nouns:

p- Kkwi “bush rat”
- mbwa "dog" .

- njo’ "elephant”
e- nya’ & ndukd “bush cow”
- nNgan “crocodile”
- mbil “"goat”

s- ngwi "pig”

ao- mbo’ “squirrel”
a- nyd "snake”

- mbambényd “viper"”

- €85 "bush dog”
z— kam "monkey"”

e—- ka’ "antelope”
- kim "python”

o— Kwi "snail”

- ki’ "fowl"

e— kwi’ “parrot”

o~ ngaka “weaverbird”

This class also contains some body parts:

e- ngu "skin"
o—- nyun "hair"
o- ngsm "throat"
e- mbi’ "back"
2~ mbén ' "ripb"

Insects also fall into this class:

o—- nyi "louse”

o—- Sid "soldier ant”
o- §i3° *termite”
o- DEpPEN "cockroach”

- ngaken "millipede”




Other nouns of class 9

z— paki "paddle”

e- ndingé "pepper”

@— ngdm "animal skin drum”
o- hts’ "wooden drum”

o- 1a’ "ladder”

- 1dnge "Tife"

e~ eblulu "work"

o- mba’ "fear"

o~ mban “facial marking”
e— nginye édul “"thunder”

a- ngungu "wind”

B~ ngdn "moon”

o~ nadn “month”

e- nduki ' "bush”

‘e- nd>’ "earth”

e- nls’ “mud"”

o- paam “chalk”

- nda’ "home"

@~ nyam "meat”

- ngdd1i "voice”

Class 8 is the singular of class 10. However the classes 9
and 10 singular plural dichotomy is not morphologicalily evident-
at the level of noun prefixes, since both classes have [e-] zero
allomorth prefix. Their difference is noticeable only in the
concords and tone configurations on these concords. In other
- words, the difference between classes 9 and 10 is distinct only

- in context, In a sentence c¢lass 9 recapitulative subject

_pronoun € takes a low tone while the same form for class 10

takes a high tone, as in the few examples below:




1) kwi £ wlli
a bushrat is dead
kwi £ wiili
bushrats are dead
2} nya' & ndukd € nani nsdngd s5ngd

a buffalo has chased a hunter

! ‘nya' & nduki € nani nsangd sdngd

1 buffalos have chased a hunter

1 3) kam &  wokan mbi’

4 a python instils fear

1 KGm € wlkan mb{

3 pythons insti) fear

4 4 sis ¢ dya  bam b3 nda’

%{ a termite eats household property

] sia £ dyua  bam b3 nda’
termites eat household property
ngdkén £ nand hama ub ufe
millipede likes humid areas
ngdkén & nana hdmé uba ufé
millipecdes 1ike humid areas

Under inanimate nouns of class 9, are found & number of
non count nouns which of course cannot be used in the plural

form even in context. Some examples of c¢lass 9/10 non count

nouns in context include:




a woni nyun £ findéa
she has hair black
nyam € yandang Jita
meat was bought alot

1 3) nginyé édud & labi bwa
thunder has stroke a tree

3.2.12 C(Class 10

The L&f5® class 10 prefix is e~ and that of .proto-Bantu is

li-/ne-. As already explained, class 10 (i.e. plural of class
9) has the same noun forms. Some examples of c¢lass 10 nouns

include.

o- mbwa "dogs”

2- ngwi “"pigs”

e~ ngdm "porcupines”

- ny> "snakes”

a- njoé’ "elephants”

e— kwi "bush rats"”

e—- kam “monkeys”

o- ka’ "antelopes”

o~ KWE "snails”

e~ ki’ ' "fowls"

e~ ngaka "weaver birds”

o— mbén ' “ribs”

z— nyi "lice"”

e—- sia “solder ants”

@~ PEPEN "cockroaches"”

o- paki "paddies”

2—- ngdm "animal skin drums”
B~ htd’ “"wooden drums” '
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o- 1a’ "ladders"
e—- mban “facial markings”
- ngan "months”

3.2.183 CLASS 11

The L&fd>' prefix Tfor this class 1is du- and that of
proto-Bantu _1s lo-. Léfé’ class 11 is rather poor, having very
few nouns. Class 6 is the plural for this class. Examples

found are:

da-1 "nose"”
dli-1 “"latrine”
du-1a "sun"

dw-¢£ "laughter”

The plural forms of the above nouns are as follows:
ma-du-1 "noses”

ma-di-1 "latrines”

only two of the nouns have plurail forms. The last two
are non-count nouns.

3.2.14 Class 14
The Lef5' class 14 prefixes are wu-  and bw-. The
proto-Bantu class 14 prefix is vo~. This is another class of

miscellaneocus nouns.

bw- precedes vowel initial stems as in:

bw- A1U "canoe"”
bw— & "medicine”
bw- in "day"

bw— 3 "tree”
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wu- has an alternation with wo-. Only one example with wo- has
been Tfound: wd- wd "marriage”. Other examples with wu- prefix
include: '
U- da "night”

wl- kUl "mountain”

wi- ti "bed"”

wl- ka' "fence"

wu- vya' "pangolin”

wl- ndn "bird"

‘wlu—- kan “onion”

wl—- 1am “trap”

wl- yd “fish hook"”

wi- ta’ "pregnancy”

Wi~ mwé "finger"

wii~ £an "navel"”

wl—- sia "plum tree”

Class 14 also contains abstract nouns and nouns which
designate uncountable objects.

wl- s3n "shame”
wli— dim "debt”
wi- ya’ "length”
wi=- di’ "weight”
wl- y5 "sleep”

Uncountable objects

wl- yUui "honey"”
Wi~ kwa “salt”
Wi~ ndi "rice"
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3.2.15 (Class_19

The class 19 prefix in Lef5’ is fy- and ite proto-=Bantu
counterpart is pi-. Ciass 19 like 11 has few nocuns. Only three

nouns were found for this class

fy- &ngu’ "sand”
fy- €n “mushroom”
fy- 3 “wild pepper”

In southern Bantu Jlanguages 1like Akdose noun classes
(Hedinger 1980), <class 198 is considered the singular gender of

class 13 plural. In Lefd’ class 19 nouns have no plural prefix.

3.2.16 Locatives in Léfs?

The search for locatives in Léf3d’ did not go far 1in depth

due to time constrains, however for the word "place” which is

jim& in proto-Bantu according to C. Gregoire (1875), fom was
elicited for Leéfd’. Since Akoose has hom Hedinger (1983:8), it

seems that comparatively Léfd’ 1is not too distant from
proto-Bantu, as /f/ cou]d_be reconstructed from *3j in the same
way as /h/ in Akoose. Tentatively fom could be assigned to

class 16,

The Tlocative prepositions . in Laf3’ come very close to

i

general Bantu & to, at” This closeness 1is manifest 1in

Akoase/LefS’,




ke o PR o Aot 7

Examples

Akoose Lefd’ Gioss

a a "to, at”
até ate "ingide"
a se &84 “under”
& min amin "on top”

L1} [T 1

The locative prepositions a, “"to, at"” & "in and locative
adverbials: fan “here”, fani “there” and wini “overthere”

indicate place relationship with objects. Examples in context:

Prepositions

a nda’ "at home"

a pobwi "to the stream”

& bwin bs sdndé "on Sunday”

a3 willéam "in a trap”

widi 5te “"in the middle of the night”
&ylim atin "in the dry season”

ateé:a nda’ite “inside the house”

4811 a witi Si “under the bed”

aminta bw3 min “on top of the tree”

Locative adverbs

wlhti fan "this bed here”
witi f&ni “that bed there”
wlOkD wani "that mountain over there”

Besides, the following expressions of two locatives
together were elicited.

Amin wani “up there”
ate fan “inside here”
af&ni min “there on top”

There is also the locative interrogative: &afs "where?”

Qe
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afs kani
afs a di
With

"where are you going to?"
"where is he?”

the above threshold data,

remain an area for future research.
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CHAPTER FOUR e

4.0 GENDERS

In Bantu languages singular/plural pairings are someﬁimes
referred to as genders. For example genders 1/2, 3/4, E/6, 14/6
etc (Lyons John 1968). Abstract and mass nouns such &s
strength, blood, and water, for which enumeration is irrelevant
are considered as single cjass gender or neuter. On the other
hand nouns 1like child, head, butterfiy etc; which have a

singuliar/plural distinction are termed double class genders.

It should be recalled here that gender 1in this context
differs from that 1in Indo-European languages. In those
languages gender 1implies masculine/feminie opposition. In

French for instance every thing is either “le” (masculine) or

- "la" (feminine).
4.1 GENDERS IN LEFD’

As indicated earlier, there 1is beside morphological
criteria, semantic criteria for noun classification. In Bantu
linguistics the following semantic classes have been discerned

. & .
in proto-Bantu*\(Fo11owing welmers 1973, and Rirchardson: 1967)

1/2 Human beings

3/4 trees and plants plius a variety of inanimates
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5/6 miscellaneous, including animals, birds,

fruits, with augmentative significance

6a jiquid masses
7/8 miscellanecus with diminutive significance
8/10 most animal names, a variety of inanimates, few

personal names.
11 iong thin objects plus abpstracts
12/13 frequentiy diminutives
14 commonly abstract, plus “alcoholative”
15 . verbal infinitve, functioning as a noun
16, 17, 18 locative classes, appear only in concordial

system in some languages

19 diminutive, singular class
20 usually augmentative, sometimes diminutive
721 augmentative and pejorative, uses class 5 concords
22 plural of class 20 and a few class 5
23 locative which combines with prefixes of many

other classes

A semantic definition of gender in L&f3' is however not so
clear cut. As earlier mentioned, only the following semantic

groupings have emerged with a Jlot of flux and fuzziness.

a) Nouns with a human referent are found in gender 1/2
b) paired body parts are spread in genders 3/4, &/6, 7/8 and
11/6 |

c) most animal nouns are in gender 9/10
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d) Liquids are in gender 6a

The Notion that noun genders are all determined
semantically does not find much subport in today’s L&f5" data.
The more reliable criteria for the determination of genders are
the systems of affixes and concords. This is clearly born out

in L&fd’ data for genders 1/2, 14/6, 7/6, 9/8, 8/10 etc.

The Double and singie class genders are precsented with

examp]eé as follows.

4.1.1 The DOUBLE class Genders

Acording to this study there are 9 double class genders in
Le&f5'. These genders are jllustrated by table 4.1 on the next

page. The numbers on the left side are for the singular classes
and those on the right for the plurals. The gender pairs are
connected by lines. Dotted 1ines indicate pairs with very few
1 examples or the irregular pairings such as 9/8, 7/6. Their
normal pairs are %/10 and 7/8.
The nine double class genders are as follows:

i(a)/2

3/4

5/6

7/8

7/6

9/10

9/8

11/6
14/6
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574.1 Double Class Genders
) P2
A
5 K > |
= <
F e
q !g"' -
\ -
vt
ny

From the ébove tabie it can

be observed that class 6 g the
most wjdely used plural. It is a plural for four out of the
d eight singular classes namely 5, 7, 11 and 14.




Gender 1(3)/2 N-, o~, ba-

Gender 13/2 designates kinship terms and personal names

mw- &l&n b~ alén "daughter(s)"”
mw- &n b- an “child(ren)”
m- 3’ _ b- a’ "person(s)”
n—- sin ba- sin "friend(s)"
h- 1am ba- 1am "wizard(s)

h~ f3n ba- fan “chief(s)"

n— tan ba- tan "slave(s)"

n- Jjum ba- jum "husband(s)"
n—- wu ba- wu “corpse(s)"”

o—- s5iss ba- siss "father(s)"
e— mmaa ba- mmaa "corpse(s)"”

Some animal names are included in this gender:

; o- anwﬁ b- anwé "cat(s}"

E o- SApwS ba- sapwé "mouse/mice”
@— ngusé _ ba- ngusé “frog{s)"
e- nyam ba- nyam "animal(s)"

Gender _3/4 N-, mi-

This gender contains a variety of inanimate nouns,
nouns related to plants and Come parts of the body.

A variety of inanimates

B~ ki mi—- Ki "village{s)"
‘m- bya’ mi— byé&’ "language(s)"”
; m— 3n my— an "bracelet(s)”
- fan mi- fan "handie{s)"
i~ Singa mi- §inga "thread(s)"
- 31 mi— Jji ' "boundary(nes)”
- tim mi- tam "walking stick(s)"
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A- sam mi- sam
f- dim mi-dim
- ba’ mi- ba’

Names related to plants

- 1&° mi- 1a°
h- ton mi- dtdn
M- man mi- man

Parts of the body

m— pan daz mi- pon midai
B~ Kweén mi- kweén
1 A~81 mi- &1
A= 10 mi- 10
i~ sl mi- st
h~ 3ja mi- ya
i~ J mi- Jju
i n- 1ém mi- lém
i1 Gender 5/6 1i-, ma-

Nouns with human referent
1i- bUm ma- bum

1i- 1amba ma-1amba

3 H- sun ma- sun

{i- ya ma- yé

{1~ ssési ma- sési

4~ wa ma- wa

3 1i- tumba ma- tumba
£ ma-fe

di-

1 Nouns associated with plants

1i- kaka ma&- kaka
13- fin ma- fin
- y3d’ ma- y3°'
i~ b3’ ma- bd’
gia ma- Sia

Y 1i-

'event(s)"”

"grave(s)”

‘parcel{s)”

"branch(es)”

"colocasia(s)”

‘kernel({s)”

“nostril(sj}”

arm(s)”

"vein{s}"
"head(s)”
"mouth(s)"”
"intestine(s)"”

“"penis”
"heart(s)"”

"abdomen(s)"
"buttocki(s)”
"teeth”
"birth(s)"”
"comb(s)"”
"death(s)"
“"family/families”
“twin(s)”

"burning coal(s)”
"forest{s)"”
“"thorn(s)”
"pumpkin{s)"”
"plum fruit{s)”




11~ yuid ma—- yui “firewood(s)”
1i- kd ma- k3 "nlantain(s)"”
11— bi ma- bi "colanut(s)”

Miscellanecus nouns of gender 5/6

1i- plndce ma- pundcé "chameleon(s)”

1i—- p&’ ma- pa’ "wing(s)"”

1i- k3 ma- ké “egg(s)”

1i- dya ma- dya "food"

1i- 1&€ndé ma- lendé "knife/knives”

1i- ban ma- bin "farm hut(s)"

1i- sii ma- sii ' “fireplace stone(s)”

Gender 7/8 -, bi-

Nouns which denote parts of the body.

£-pan bi~ pan "thigh{s)"

€= YEm bi- yém “"tongue(s)"”
€- tu bi- LU "shoulder(s)"
&€~ f1 bi- i "bone(s)"

€~ Jju bi- ju "vagina(s)”

Other nouns of gender 7/8

1 £E- 83’ bi- s5’ "prong(s) of porcupine(s)”
4 €- Kakan bi-kakan "insect(s)”

€= kwi bi-kwi “yam{(s)}"

£- 1én bi- 1én “palm tree{s)”

£€- fun bi- fdn "axe(s)"

£€- bun bi- bin "box(es}"

£-~ diban bi~- diban "key(s)"

£- tambi bi- tambi "shoe(s)"

£~ fyin bi- fy3n “"broom(s)"”

£~ yala bi- yala "word(s)"

£~ wWu bi- wu "death ceremony(ies)”
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Gender 7/6 e-, ma-

Cnly two examples were found for this gender
-~ k& ma- ké "hand(s}"
- kwi ma- kwi "leg(s)"”

™M

M

Gender 9/10 o-, 2-,

Animal names

o- Kkwi o— Kwi "bush rat(s)”
e— mbwa @e— mbwa “dog(s)"”

2- njo’ e— njd!? "elephant(s)”
2- nNgwWi - @~ ngwi "pig(s)”

o- mbhd? - mbo? "squirrel (s)°
e- nya’ - nya’ "cow(s)"

e- kim o- kam "python{s)}”

2—- Kwe B- Kwe "snaili(s)”

Other nouns of gender S$/10

p- nda’ o~ ngda’ “home(s)”

o- §i o- §i "sore(s)"”

o~ sia o- Siad "termite{(s)"”

o- KE' o— K&’ "cashew nut(s)”
g— nyi e— nyi "louse/lice”

e~ Kwi o— kwi "parrot(s)”

- AL3’ - nts’ "wooden drum{s)”
e~ 1&° o- 14’ “ladder(s)"

- ngodli @- ngysdsli “voice(s)"”

e—- mben z— mbén "rib(s)"

Gender 9/8 e-, bi-
There are few examples of class 9 nouns which have a
class 8 plural. Oniy two cases have been found.

o- yd’ bi-y3’ "boil(s)”
- KUkweli’ bi- kikweli® "tortoise/turtie”
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Gender 1i/6 du-, ma-

Generally class 11 has few nouns in L&f3’. This fact
affects the number of nouns in gender 11/6 aswell, though
ciass € 1s the only plural for class 11. Three examples

were fcocund:

di-1 ma- diz "nose(s)"”
du-1 ma- dui "latrine{(s)}”
: dy- um mu- mabg “ten/twenty”

Gender 14/6 wu-/bw-, ma-

wu—- dit - ma- dlu "night(s)"”
wi— ki ma— ki "mountain(s)”
wi—- ti ma- ti "bed(s)"

wu- ka’ ma- ka' “fence(s)"
wu- ya’ ma- vya' "pangolin(s)”
wU- nan ma- nan "bird(s)”

wl- Tam ma~ lam “"trap{s)”

Wu- vyo ma- ya "fish hook(s)”
wi— mwe m&—- mwe "finger{s)"
WO~ wa Mma— wa "marriage{(s)”
bw— 1n ma- do “day(s)"”

bw- 3 ma— bwa "tree(s)}"”

It should be noted that whereas the plural ma- replaces the
wu- singular prefix in most of the items above, this is not true
of the last item. The ma- prefix is instead a scrt of double

prefix to the singular prefix bw-.
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4.1.2

The Single Class Genders

There are

classes

class 6 is a plural class for many singular classce,

include: a, 3, 5, 6, 6a, 7, 11, 14,

single class genders 1in L&fd’. These

and 19%. Though

it contains

some plural nouns which do not have singular forme in Lefd’

Gender 1a -

The single gender 1a contains only proper nouns such

as: _
o- ngd
o— sona
o— €pYE

e- clangwe
p— akama

Gender 3 N-

"Ngoh"
"Sona”
"Epie”
"Elangwe”
"akama”

Single gender 3 nouns have no plural forms in L&fd’ as
in The following examples:

m— bumb(
n- doku
n- joambi

Gender 5 1i-

"ashes”
"bush”
"oil trough”

This class gender is made up mostly of non-count nhouns

Examples:

i~ fi°
11— béan
1i- ban
11— sin
11- fon
1i- bi
11- k&d
11— Semd’

"ous”
"poverty"
“fog"
"moon”
“fat”
"breast milk”
yawn"

"aneeze"
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Gender 6

méa-

As mentioned in the introduction of single class

genders,

singuiar

Examples:

there are plural nouns in this class without

forms.

kanga
findl
kin
tim
sakan

Gender €a ma-

This is a class

Examples

mé&-—
ma-
ma-

ma-—

Gender 7

This is ancther

Examples:

£- tlman
£- saka
£- l&n
€- dubg
€- dilim
e~ di’
£- kU
£e- finja
€- y3’

“chest”
"soot”
"beans”
"lies”
"thanks.”

of 1iguid masses and as such neuter

"water”
"blood"”
"urine”
“river”

"stagnant rain water”

class of neutral nouns is Le&fs?

“fufu”

"melon”

"date palm leaves”
“honour”

"shadow”

"sweat”

"storm”

"darkness"”

"rainy season”
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Gender t1 du-
Gencer eleven contains a few abstract nouns namely:

du- 10 "sun"”
dy- 0O “God”
dw- £ "laughter”

Gender 14 wu-
Singie gender 14 refers to uncountable and abstract

nouns

Examples
wl- yuoi “honey”
wl- kwa "salt”
wi- ndi “rice"”
wi- vy5 "sleep”
wu- di’ "weight”
wi- s3n “shame”
wi~ vya' “length”

Gender 18 fy-
The Onily four ncuns found for ths ciass belong to the
gsingle gender. They are:

fy- 4nau’ "sand”

fy- €n "mush room”
fy- 37 “"wild pepper”
fii "camwood”

80




o

o
~N 3

o

CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 THE CONCORDIAL MORPHEMES

in Chapters 113 and IV the nouns, their prefixes and gender

concord system of L&fa’. The following

considered.

Numerals: 1, 2,

93]

,4, &5, "how many”
Possessive pronouns:

1st, 2nd, 3rd persons singular and
1st, 2nd, 3rd persons plural

Demonstrative prcnouns:

“that/those mentioned”, "this cne”, and
Qualifiers: "good", "big", “smaii",
"another”

Subject concord with "who/which”
Asscciative concrord

Summary chart of the concords
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CL Example "one” Ttwo" “three"” “four” “five” Thowmany
Gloss -f/p5d -bé -l1aan -niin -té&n -téin
51 n-jib A-f5
thief"”
2 ba-sin ba-be ba-14adn ba-niin b&-tén b&-téin
"friends"”
3 m-man A-f5
"kernel”
4 mi-k3 mi-bé mi-1aan mi-niin mi-tan mi-té&in
ropes
5 1i-ké 1i-f3
€gg "
§ ma-bd ma-be ma-1an ma-niin ma-tan mé-téin
"pumpkins” '
7 e-fi £-f5
bone
8 bi-kakan bi-be bi-1an bi-niin bi-L&4n be-teéin
“insects"” :
g m-bl) p5
goat
10 kwi £E-bé £-14n £~niin £-t&n £-té&in
bush ratg
11 dai di-f5
"latrine”
14 bw-1in u-Tar
day”

18 fy-5 a -D3




As indicated in table 5.1 the variocus numeral stems are
-f/pd> "1", -be 2", -laan "3", -niin "4", -t&n "&", -téin

"how many"

It can further be observed from the table that the

numeral prefix for "1" concords with the singuiar noun

classes as Tollows:

CcL Concord
1 -

3 h-

5 1-

7 €~

9 o-
11 di-
14 U=
19 -

Here are a few examples of different singular class nouns

and their numeral concords.

n- 14" n- f5 “one branch”
11~ sun 1i- f5 “one tooth”
£-kakan €e-T5 "one insect”
newi -pd “one pig”
du-0 di-fd "one God"
wl-ndn u-ta “one bird"

The plural classes of nouns have the follewing concord
prefixes.

CL Concord
2 ba-
4 mi-

g3




6 . ma-
8 by -

Here are examples of these nouns and their numsral concords

b- &léan ba- 1aan "three daughters”
mii- 14’ mi- téan "five branches"”
ma-sun ma- b¢ " "two teeth”
bi-k&akan bi-niin "four jnsects”
Bgwi E-teéin "howmany pigs?”

Numerals from “6" tc "10" and beyond take nc concordial
morphemes :&s in these examples

kO’ ntyd "six fowls"

ma- yo' "eight thorns”
mi-man 3y&ambé "seven kernels”
bi-1én dytm "ten palmtrees”
ma-1¢ 1ibl "nine stones”
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T 5.2 The Possessive Pronouns

_ Singular P1l1ura
ClL. Example my your his/her our yOour their
1 mw—-&an -mya -wWd md -s& nye -b3
“child”
2  b- an b&-my3 ba-wd ba-md ba-sé¢ ba-nyé ba-bd
"children”
3 A-14&’ m-my3 fi—wo m-md A-s€ A-nYeE f-bd
"branch”
4 mi-1a' " mi-myd mas-wd ma-md ma-s&€. ma-n¥e ma-bd
“"branches”
5 1i-p&’ li-myd Ti-wd 1i-md 1i~-s€¢ 1i-ny¥ye 11-bd
"wing'
6 ma-pars ma-myd ma-wd fma-md ma-s€ ma-ny& ta-bd
wings
7 £-yan €-my3a E-wd €-md £-sé €-nyé £-bd
"age group”
8 bi-ydn bi(s)nyd bi-wd bi-md bi-s¢€¢ bi-nye¢ bi-bd
"age groups"
g Kwi E-my3 €-wd E-md £E—-S€ £E-NYE £-bd
“bush rat"
10 Kkwi €-mys £-wWd €-md £-SE £-nyc €e-bo
"bush rats”
11 dui di-mye di-wd di-md di-sg€ di-nyve di-bd
latrine
14 wl-yQi u-mya u-wd u-ms u-sc u-nye u-bd
"honey™
18 TFy-&nal u-mys U-wd u-md u-se U-nye u-bd
"sand”




Table 5.2 shows the different concords of the 1st, Znd and

3rd persons singular and plural of the possessive pronouns.

The stems of the pronhouns are:

my " “your” "his/her"” Sg.

-mye —-Wd -ms

“our” "your" "their" P1.
R -1 ~nye -bd

The concords for the various classes are as foliows:

T 5.2.1
CL Concord cL Concord
1 e- & bi-
2 bé&- g £~
3 - 10 £~
4 mi-~ 11 di-
5 1i- 14 -
6 ma=- 19 u-
7 €-
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From Chart 5.2.1 it can be noted that the tonec on all the
concords are high but for ciass 1 which has zeru concord and

class ¢ which carries a low tone.

Possessive pronouns in Léfd’ always occur after the noun
unlike the case 1in English, Here are some <¢rxamples for

comparison:

1) £€-bin £-mya "my box"
box my
2) 1i-ban 1i-bd “their poverty"”

poverity their

3) nda’ £€-s¢& "our house”
house our

In English possessive pronouns which occur after the noun
as in the constructions below are unattested in Lefd’.

4} the box 1is mine
£E) the money is theirs
6) the car is ours
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T 5.3 Demonstrative Pronouns

CL Example that/those this one that one
mentioned
1 n- jib aw- us ani—- n ani- ni
thief
2 ba- sun ab- (s b&~ n ba~ ni
"friends”
3 m~ ba’ emm- 5 mu—- n mu- ni
"parcel”
4 mi- k>’ Emmi-3 mi- n mi- ni
ropes
5 1i- k& edy- 3 di- n di—- ni
€39
6 ma- bd emm—- 5 ma— n ma- nhi
"pumpkins”
7T &~ fi Ey~ & yi- n yi- ni
"bone"
8 bi-kakan bib- 3 bi- n bi- ni
"insects”
9 m- b0l Ey- & Eni- n €Eni- ni
goat”
10 Kwi Ey-& R o yE—- ni
bush rats”
11 dui sd- 3 di- n di- ni
"latrine”
14 wl-ku ab-U3a bu- n bu- ni

"mountain"”

19 fy-3? ab-Uusd bl- n bu- nRi
"mushroom




As seen on table 5.3, the concords of the demonstrative
pronouns vary alot from one <class to a&ancother gnd from one

pronoun to another.

5.3.1 The demonstrative concords:

Ci concord CL concord

1 aw-, ani- 8 : bib-, bi-
2 ab-, ba- 9 Ey~-, eni-
3 Emm-, mu- 10 ' €y-, YE-

4 Emmi-, mi- 11 sad-, di-

5 “€dy, di- 14 ad-, bl

6 emm-, ma~ 19 ab-, blU-
7 cy—, Yyi-

The above chart 5.3.1 shows the difference between the
pronoun “"that/those mentioned” and "this/that". The
demonstrative pronouns follow the nouns they qualify in the same

way as the possessive pronouns

A few examples:

ba- sun ab- U "the friends afore mentioned”
1i- ka di- n “this egg”
Rwi yE-n11 "{hose bush rats”

8%




- T5.4 The Qualifiers

CL good all of the big the small which another
one one




i
;
{
!
$

The stems of the qualifiers included on table 5.4:

- mbéaa "good” (1)

- s¥an "all of it" (2)

- nnan "the big ohe” (3)

- téks “the small one” (4)
- fa "which one?"” (5)

- p3&’ "another" (6)

A1l the above stems and their concords occur after
the nouns.

The qualifier concords
1 2 3 4 5 8
c an- a- an- an- am-

-

ba - - - - -
mu - - - - -
mi- - - - - -
Ti- - - - - -
ma- - - - - -

si- - sie- - - -

mw =~ O AWK = O

be- - - - - -
9 - - - - - -
10 E- - - - - -
11 di- - - - - -
14 WU~ - - - - -

Except for classes 1 and 7 whose concords vary a little, all
the other classes have the same concord running through all the
gualifiers. The concords prefixes for the qualifier "another"”
take Jow tones except class 10, .The'concords prefixes for all

the other qualifiers carry a high tone except class %.

N




Chart £.£ Sublect concords

cL R.Pron Vb
1 a- &
2 a- ba
3 cm- 2
4 em- mi
& 2 - di
6 Em- ma
7 E— £
g £— bi
g £~ di
10 e~ di
11 a- di
14 a- bl
19 a- G-

Subject Concord Examples

82

cL _
1 n-jom &-wa & 15° & nyu
S R Pron. VY Neg N
"husband who is il
2 b-a’ &—-bwad béa 1eliya
subj. R Pron vV Adv.
“people who are 111
n—ki em-ms h k3511
S R Pron v Adj
“village which is big"”
mi-ba’ em—-mi mi— 1311
s R Pron ' Ad)
"parcels which are nice’




5. 1i- fin &ds - odi- yabani

S R Pron v Prep.
"the forest which is far”
6. ma&- kad = ém-mé ma— pyati
S R Fron Y Adj.
"cocoyams which are soft”
7. €- langa €- yd €~ kpdti
S R Pron Y% Adj.
"paimwine which is sour”
8. bi-kwi €-bys bi - kengi
s R Pron 1Y Adj.
"the yams which are dry”
9. Kikwe 19 E-y3 di ma-kénjo
S "R Pron v AdjJ
"a tortoise which is - cunning”
10 njo’ £- v5 Eoki
: S R Pron Adj
; "elephants which are huge”
L1, du-i a-da di sani
} S R Pron Y Adj
: "a latrine which is clean”
.14 bw-&10 a-bws b k511
2 S R Pron v Adj
{ "a canoe which is big”
19 fy-3° &-bw3 a-fya
g $ R Pron V. Adj
% “wild pepper which is hot"”

i
i
¥
E
f
i
i
i
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5.6 ASSOCIATIVE CONCORDS

Associative markers occur between two sets of nouns to

indicate the relationship of possession which exists between the

nouns. The class prefix of the first noun always determines its

associative markers. Examples of these concords are presented

below following the vatious noun classes

1. mw-2an mi n-fan(cl1) "the child of the chief"”
child AM chief

2. ba-kan ba n-fan "guests of the chief”
guests AM chief

3. A-10 mi nda’(cl19) "roof of a house”
head AM house

4. mi-kangas mi bw-3(c1.14) . "roots of a tree"
roots . AM . tree

5. 11i-bi 14 nya’(ci.9) "“the breast of & cow”
breast AM COow '

6. ma-bJ ma mbul(c1.9) “"the droppings of & goat”
droppings AM goat

7. £-ningan £ ma-fé(cl.6) “affinity of the twins”
love AM twins

8. bi-15" bi ba-fan(cl12) "spears of title holders"”
spears AM titie holders

9. nginya £ di-1€(c1.58) "hardness of stone”
strenath AM stone
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10. mbwa € . nsdngd s5ngd(cl1.9) "dogs of a hunter”

dogs AM hunter

11. dw-¢£ di mu-nyéne{cl.3) "laughter of joy™
lauaghter AM ioy

14, wl-1am 0 s0a{cl1.9) “the first trap”
trap AM first

i8. fy-3n £ yanad(ci.ge) "mushroom of yesterday”
mushroom AM yesterday

In the assocociative concords ciasses 7, 10 and 19 have a
common asscociative marker [£] with a8 high tone. .Class 9 has the
same marker with a low tone [e]l. A1l the markers of the rest of
the classes bear a high tone, There seem- toc be a tone
assimilation between the first nou n and 1its class wmarker as
found in classes 3, 4, 7, 10 and 14. In the above data only the
second noun is given a class indication. The first noun and

concord marker follow the serial class numbers.

95




T 5.6 Concord Summary Chart
CL. Nu- Posses~ Demon- Quali- Relative Vearb Assoccia-
merals sive strative fiers pronoun tive
1 m- o- Aw-, ani- £€~,a4-,an- a- & md
: 2 ba- ba- ab-, ba- ba- a- & ba
§ 3 n- m= £mm-, mu- mii- em- - mi
; 4 mi- mi- Eémmi-, mi- mi- em- i - mi
e
: 5 1i- - edy-, di- 11~ 8- di - 11
5 ________________________________________________________________
& ma- ma- £mm-, ma- méa- £m- hma— ma
{ 7 £- £- £y-, yYi- si-, silge— €- £ >
8 bi- bi -~ bib-, bi- be €~ bl - bi
! 9 o- €- €y-, €ni- £- €~ di- £
10 &- £- £y-, YE- £- €- ai - €
E _________________________________________________________________
11 di- di- sg-, di- di- a- di - di
, 14 u- u- sb-, bu- wl- a- ba- u
T et
18 o- u- ab-, bl - a- - £

s o ¥t i B T4 T
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CONCLUSION

This study has shown that Léfd’ has 15 noun classes as
compaired to the 23 enumerated for proto-Bantu by Welmers
(1973:165)s LefD’ ‘Noun classes inciude: t, 1a, 2, 3, 4, 5, &,
6a, 7, &8, 9, 10, 11, 14 and 19. Fifteen out of twenty three
classes of proto-Bantu is quite an appreciable number for Léfd’
noun classes in view of the fact that no one Bantu language has
all the.23 proto-Bantu noun c¢lasses. Acccording to Gutherie
(1967) the range 1is hetween ten and twenty. It has also been

noticed that suffixes are not a feature of Lé&fd’ noun class

system.

Though the prefixes of classes 1a and 9/10, c¢laLses 1 and
3, and ciasses 6 and 6a look formally identical, an explanation

P ) . _ )
for the semantic distinctiveness has been given.

It was also noticed that some L&f3’ cliasses like 9/10, 7/8,
5/6 and 3/4 have many nocuns whereas classes 11 and 19 have too

few. These last two classes are probably being threatened by

extinction.

The L&fd’' concord morphemes have been presented in  chapter

five and a summary of the concords is contained in chart(76.6)

The Ltudy alsc reveals that there is flux and innovation 1in

Leéfd’ noun classes. For instance nouns which are supposed to be
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in class 6a, all of sudden find themselves in different

nr

classes,

Example
1i= fa (c1.5) “palm oil”
£~ bom (cl1.7) "catarrh”
£- di’ (&1.7) "sweat”

These and earler mentioned examples mark dynamism and jnnovation
in Lefd' class system but a2t the same time weaken the semantic
criteria 1in noun class assignment. This is why the formal

criteria: the system of affixes is more reliable.

Léfd' research prospects

It is generally agreed that the Jexicon of a language, its

"phrase structure such as; noun phrase, verb phrase, adjectival

phrase, prepositional phrase etc, which build up the clause or
sentence, are basic to the understanding of the functioning or
grammar of any given language. Radford (1988) refers to these
structures as syntax. Since this work only deals with the
description of L&éfd’ncun class system, a lot stilii has to be
done. Besides the study of other phrasal constituents in Lefd’,
the alphabet still has t0 be provided. This would make

possible the reading and writing of L&fd' literature and the

translation of vital doccuments into Lef5’,
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