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C H A P T E R  O N E  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This memoineproposes to study the noun class system of 

L b f j l ,  a language of the Coastal Bantu Mbo cluster ( A . 1 5 )  spoken 

in Meme Division of  the South West Province. In this 

introductory part, a socio-linguistic setting o f  the Bafo will 

be sketched, the language situated more precisely within the 

general Bantu, then a sketch o f  its phonology, the methodology 

and organisation of this study will be given. 

1 . 1  SOCIO LINGUISTIC SETTING OF BAFO 

The Bafo tribe is found in the administrative unit o f  Kumba 

Central &~b-Division of the Meme Division i n  (South West 

province in Cameroon, see map 1 )  For the purpose of this study 

the language and the people w i l l  here after be referred to as 

Lbf3’ and Bafo. 

1 .  L G f 5 ’  i s  t h e  name o f  t h e  7anguage spoken by an e t h n i c  group 
i n  Kumba who ea71 themselves b S f 5 .  I n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t e x t s  
t h e s e  people  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Bafo  ( a l s o  w r i t t e n  a s  
Bafaw) .  In t h i s  memoir Bafo  w i l l  be used t o  r e f e r  to b o t h  t h e  
speakers o f  L e f 3  and t o  t h e i r  geographic space. 



Accord ing t o  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e r  R.W.M. Dundas ( 1 9 2 2  , B a f o  i s  

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  nor thwards f rom Kumba town, i n  t h e  Mungo 

r i v e r  v a l l e y .  T h i s  v a l l e y  l i e s  on t h e  sou th  western watershed 

o f  t h e  Kupe-Mwanenguba mountain range (Hedinger 1 9 8 f 7 ) .  The 

Rumpi h i l l s  a r e  found on the  western s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y .  The 

r i v e r  v a l l e y  the reby  forms a n a t u r a l  gap i n  t h e  Nor th -south  

d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  Mamfe and s t r e t c h e s  southwards t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  

sea a t  T i k o .  Other  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  area  i n c l u d e  R i v e r  

Meme, f r o m  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  takes  i t s  name, l akes  Mwanenguba 

and Barombi Mbo. R i v e r  Meme r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  Rurnpi H i l l s  and 

f lows on t h e  western s i d e  o f  Kumba C e n t r a l  Sub-d iv is ion ,  c rosses  

Mbonge road,  t h e n  f l o w s  i n t o  Ndian D i v i s i o n  ( c f  map 2 )  Lake 

Barombi Mbo i s  s i t u a t e d  a few k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  west o f  Kumba 

town. 

The  Bafo t r i b e  i s  found i n  t h e  e q u a t o r i a l  r e g i o n  o f  

Cameroon and as such en joys  heavy r a i n f a l l s  f o r  about h a l f  of  

t h e  year  and h i g h  temperatures th roughout  t h e  year .  The 

Temperatures i nc rease  i n  t h e  d r y  season. The heavy r a i n f a l l  

g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h i c k  e q u a t o r i a l  f o r e s t .  The &rea has r i c h  c l a y  

s o i l s  covered w i t h  v o l c a n i c  ash. White wash ( e a r t h )  i s  found i n  

some p l a c e s  and n a t i v e s  use i t  t o  p a i n t  t h e i r  houses. 

The Bafo  t r i b e  covers a geographica l  a rea  o f  about One 

hundred and f i f t y  f o u r  square m i l e s  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  o f  

about 1 6  i n h a b i t a n t s  pe r  square m i l e ,  (Dundas R.W.M. 1 9 2 2 ) .  

Besides t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  Kumba town, most Bafo v i l l a g e s  a r e  found 



a long the  Kumba-Mamfe road. One o f  t h e  s e t t l e n ~ e n t s  on t h e  

Mbonge-Marumba road i s  known as Dieka.  

The economic a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Bafo  people v a r y  f r o m  

f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r s  and lakes ,  h u n t i n g ,  weaving o f  mats, 

t r a d i n g ,  t o  f a r m i n g  which i s  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  occupat ion.  The 

very  f e r t i l e  s o i l s  i n  t h i s  area  account  f o r  t h e  h i g h  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  c rops  such as  cocoa, palmnuts,  rubber ,  bananas, 

p l a n t a i n s ,  beans, co rn ,  groundnuts e t c .  P l a n t a i n s  f r o m  t h i s  

area have a s p e c i a l l y  good t a s t e .  ; &s a r e s u j t  t h e  Bafo s t a p l e  

food  i s  p l a n t i a n s  and k o k i  beans. 

The B a f o  e a r l y  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  Europeans gave msny o f  them an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  go t o  school .  Almost every  Bafo  v i l l a g e  has a 

pr imary  schoo l .  The pupi ls  f rom these p r imary  schools  have 

access t o  t h e  many p r i v a t e  and government secondary schoo ls  i n  

kumba town. There a r e  however t o o  few o f  t h e  much needed 

t e c h n i c a l  schoo ls .  

The Bafos have t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ne igbours  (map 3): the 

Banyangs and Bassosi  on t h e  n o r t h ,  Balong on t h e  N. Eas t ,  

Bakossi on t h e  N. East  and East,  Bakundu on t h e  south  and Mbonge 

Bakundu on the West. A f t e r  many i n t e r - t r i b a l  wars and t h e  

ensuing m i g r a t i o n s ,  t h e  Bafos n o w  l i v e  i n  peacefu l  harmony w i t h  

t h e i r  ne ighbours .  They  i n t e r m a r r y  and move f r e e l y  f r o m  one 

t r i b e  t o  ano the r .  These h e a l t h y  c o n t a c t s  have g i ven  r i s e  t o  

bor rowing  between t h e  languages i n  this area. 

3 



Kumba Town which is an out growth of t h e  Bafo village of 

Kumbe Madike, i s  a cross-roads for the traffic to Fako, to Loum 

through Tombel, to Mamfe and to Mbonge-Ndian ( s e e  map 3). As 

earlier mentioned, motorable but untarred roads link the Bafo 

villages on the Kumba-Mamfe and Kumba-Mbonge roads. The roads 

in Kumba town itself are no better. They are very muddy and 

full of pot holes during the rains and extremely dusty in the 

dry seasons. 

4 



1 . 2  BAFO HISTORY - Origin and Culture 

According to Dundas ( 1 9 2 2 )  before the Bafos, lived in Masue 

near Ekona, (map 3 )  they had inhabited a place called Bajo. 

Bajo is an area in upper Bakossi, on the western s i d e  of Bangem 

Sub-Division, sharing a boundary with Nyandong known as West 

Bakossi in Tombel Sub-Division. 

Due to factors to be explained later, the settlement at 
Masue, (a place east of present day Kokobuma) did not last long. 

The Bafos soon moved southwards, creating settlemjants which came 

to bear various names (cf map 3). 

The Bafos are said to have migrateed for t h e  following 

reasons: 

a) Wars with neighbours made them move from one place to 

another in search of peace. A good example to cite here is 

their war with the Bakossis at Masue. Sometimes they moved in 

search of more fertile farm land. The land in Masue seemed not 

do have been fertile enough, besides the hostility of the 

nei ghbou r s  . 
b )  Their migratory movement towards the south was motivated 

by the need to get closer to the source of Europeen trade in 

salt, tobacco, rum, cloth etc. 

Dundas (op.cit) situates the movement of the Bafos some 

centuries before 1922  when he carried out his studies. A s  the 

Bafos moved southwards they founded a number of villages along 



t h e  Kumba-Mamfe r o a d  (map 3). The v i l l a g e s  below a r e  s a i d  t o  

have been founded by c e r t a i n  persons as i n d i c a t e d  I n  each case. 

1 )  Kokobuma founded by Esambe Ngung 

2 )  Kombone Bafaw by Akwonjo and Ebaku Mayin 

3 )  Dikomi by Elangwe 

4 )  Kurume by Akamadibo 

5 )  Bo lo  by Akpaw 

6 )  I k i l i w i n d i  by Nnoko Makene 

7 )  Mambanda by  Abwadiange 

8) Kurnbe Madike by Madike (kumba town) 

9 )  Dieha on  Mbonge-road by Eserna Modua 

The d a t e  o f  b e  found ing  o f  t hese  v i l l a g e s  a re  as y e t  

unknown. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Bafos m i g r a t e d  f r o m  Bajo,  suggests 

t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e  a common a n c e s t r y  w i t h  t h e  p resen t  day Ba jo  

people.  What i s  c e r t a i n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d e f i n i t e  degree o f  

a f f i  n i t y  between LBf5 ’  and A k x s e ,  t h e  language spoken by Ba jo  

people.  A compar ison o f  L & f 5 ’ ,  A k w s e  and Bakundu, another 

ne ighbour ing  language t o  L B f j ’ ,  shows a h i g h e r  degree o f  g e n e t i c  

a f f i  n i t y  between LBf3 ’  and Akasse t h a n  between Bakundu and 

Lgf3’. The s i m i l a r i t y  between LBf3 ’  and Bakundu i s  n o t  any more 

so t h a n  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  ne ighbour ing  Bantu languages. 

. r i  I I‘ 

As a b a s i s  f o r  comparing t h e  above t h r e e  languages, a 17  

i t e m  word l i s t  was e l i c i t e d .  I t  i s  presented i n  t a b l e  1 below. 
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L B f 5 ,  A k m s e  a n d  Bakundu c o g n a t e s  
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From the  above data  there  i s  not  one Bakundu lexis which i s  

exact ly  s i m i l a r  t o  L e f 5 ’  as compared t o  the  mhny  L B f 5 ’ / A k m s e  

cognates. 

! 
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1.3 SOME ASPECTS OF BAFO CULTURE 

The Bafo  peop le  have dressed i n  v a r y i n g  manner th rough  t h e  

ages. Be fo re  Europeans came, t h e y  used bark  o f  t r e e s  t o  cover 

t h e i r  bod ies .  The ba rk  was beaten s o f t  w i t h  s t i c k s  o r  s tones,  

soaked i n  water ,  and then  d r i e d .  When i t  was d r y ,  b o t h  men and 

women t i e d  i t  a t  t h e  w a i s t  l i n e  t o  cover  t h e  lower  p a r t  o f  t h e  

body. From w a i s t  l i n e  upwards was l e f t  naked, men and women 

a l i k e .  

With t h e  advent  o f  Europeans who brought  c l o t h e s  women 

began t o  t i e  a fa thom o f  c l o t h  round t h e  w a i s t .  On top ,  t hey  

t i e d  one end o f  a headscar f  round t h e  neck, k n o t t i n g  i t  a t  t h e  

nape. The whole headscar f  f e l l  t o  t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r i n g  the  

woman's b r e a s t s  and abdomen. She t h e n  t o o k  another  headscar f ,  

f o l d e d  i t  and t i e d  round he r  head. On occas ions  such as d u r i n g  

t h e  Dinyangi  dance, t h e  women would c u t  f l o w e r s  and s t i c k  i n t o  

t h e  f o l d e d  headscar f s  round t h e i r  heads Wi th  t i m e  they  

rep laced t h e  fa thom o f  c l o t h  w i t h  a t y p e  o f  s k i r t  gathered a t  

t h e  w a i s t  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a rope. h i s  s h i r t  i s  c a l l e d  

"wondo". Today t h e  Bafo woman's t r a d i t i o n a l  d ress  i s  t h e  kaba. 

The men t r a n s i t e d  f rom t h e  ba rk  o f  t r e e  t o  a fathom o f  

c l o t h .  Today a Bafo  man's t r a d i t i o n a l  d ress  i s  a l o n g  s leeve  

s h i r t ,  ove r  a b i g  l o i n  c l o t h .  Then he t i e s  a necksca r f .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  t i t l e  h o l d e r s  i n  t h i s  t r i b e  who a r e  known as 

" b a - f j n "  do wear a r e d  cap c a l l e d  " u l a ' "  c a r r y  a scep te r  " ~ 1 5  6 

d i  f 5 n "  and a s p e c i a l l y  made f l e x i b l e  broom, d u r i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  

9 



ceremonies. For ordinary use a "ti-f5n" wears a a black cap 

known as "rjkwLtL" and carries nothing in his hand. 

The typical B a f o  dances are those owned by secret 

societies, for examp'le the Nyangwe dance for Ryangwe society, 

Ngini dance for Ngini society and the Bolua dance for the 

women's secret society. The exception to these dances ' attached 

to societies is the Dinyangi dance which is a gt-aceful dance, 

usually performed during occasions of joy such as weddings and 

births. It is said to be a fairy dance. 

1.3.1 Birth Ceremony 

When a baby is born, its mother and the baby are confided 

to a special nursing attendant. The attendant takes care o f  

them until the mother becomes strong enough to take care of her 

baby. During this convalescence period, any relative or friend 

who comes to visit the baby i s  splashed with some cold water as 

a sign o f  blessing. The time which the baby and its mother 

spend in the nursing room varies from three to six months 

dependJng on the means at the disposal of the fami>y concerned. 

The day the child is brought out is an occasiion f o r  feasting. 

People eat, drink and dance Dinyangi dance. 

10 



2 Death C e r e m a  1 . 3  

SOC 

Death a natural but undesirable end of life 

ety, i s  received and handled with all befitt 

in all human 

ng solemnity in 

Bafo community. A remarkable feature of  death ceremony amongst 

the Bafos is the way.title holders (ba-fjn) are buried. A title 

holder is buried inside a house by members of his own secret 

society only. Like in most Cameroonian communities, after a 

corpse i s  buried death celebration follows: people are served 

food and drinks. The secret societies concerned with the death 

in question then come out to dance. The dancing at this point 

demonstrat es the philosophy of the continuity of life. 

1.3.3 The Bafo Habitat 

As explained earlier the climate of this area is generally 

warm and humid. The climate therefore conditions the 

construction of the houses in which the people live. Their 

houses are built with light materials such as thatches and bark 

o f  trees instead of bricks and stones. Thus they make use of 

available material within their immediate environment. 

Generally a man builds one long thatched house. The walls 

are made of four layers o f  materials. On the outside is a wall 

o f  bamboos and poles. Next to it is a layer o f  thatches, then 

comes a layer of bark of trees which is finally covered with 

mats. 
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This four layer wa 1 i s  very sc id and keeps tkie house warm 

and tidy. Usually the long thatched house i s  partitioned into 
sections depending on the number o f  wives the man has. Each 

wife’s section is further divided into a kitchen and a bed room. 

The man builds for himself a similar but smaller house behind 

the long building. The man’s house known as “ckula” contains 

his own bedroom. Behind the long building, wood stores are 

built for each woman. Infront of the long house, a sitting 

place is provided with logs of  wood or bamboo benches. Here 

visitors are recieved. 

1 . 3 . 4  Typical Bafo dishes 

The list be 

and rich variety 

ow (which is not exhaustive) indicates the vast 

of Bafo dietary system. It comprises: 

1 )  Koki beans and plantains 

2 )  koki corn eaten with “mitjg” (colocas ia) or ”masic’” 

(sweet yams) 

3 )  Ngolango (plantains mixed with meat, oil and spices) 

4 )  Fufu cocoyam with ndhg8 6tbman (colocasia leaves soup) 

5 )  Egusi pudding with local spices 

6) Cl5m (cocoyam leaves prepared with fish or meat and 
spices ) 

7 )  Raw bitter leaves with palm oil 

The presence of koki beans at important occasions such as 

weddings, has a special significance. Some people prefer a koki 

1 2  



bean wedding cake to a f l o u r  cake .  The reason i s  t h a t  besides 

be ing  o r i g i n a l ,  t h e  bean seed i s  known to be very  p r o l i f i c .  It 

i s  t h e r e f o r e  used as symbolic b l e s s i n g  on t h e  young couple  which 

i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to p r o c r e a t i o n .  

13 
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Map 2 M E M E  DIVISION: PHYSICAL F E A J U R E S  

ap  o f  "Centre Geosraphlquc du Camcroun''  
1 '  / 



Map 3 M E M E  DIVISION AND SUB-DIVISIONS 

Bafaw villaqes and their neighbours 
.**& 

ti G S .e*- 

/- \ L./- \ L 
‘ Y  H 

A e 



1 . 4 . 0  Linquistic Situation of LBf3’ 

Greenberg’s (1966) genetic classification of African 

languages puts them into four main families as follows: 

i. Congo-kordofonian 

ii. Nilo-Saharan 

i i i .  Afroasiatic 

iv. Khoisan 

The Congo-kordofanian i s  further sub-divided into 

Niger-Congo and Niger-Kordofanian. Niger-Congo has six 

sub-familles namely: 1)  West Atlantic, 2 )  Mande, 3 )  Voltaic, 4 )  

Kwa 5) Eenue-Congo and 6) Adamawa. Under Benue-Congo D.  are 

included the following Bantoid sub-families Tiv: Bitare, BatU, 

Ndoro, Mambila, Bute and Bantu; Greenberg (1966)  . 

LBf5’ belongs to the Bantu languages of south west 

Eameroon, within the cluster (A.15) b y  Gutherie (1967). 

This cluster is referred to as Manenguba languages b y  Johnston 

(1919 and 1 9 2 2 1 ,  Hedinger (1987) (cf map 4 )  L&f5’ is given the 

name nh3 (641) in Atlas Linguistique du Cameroun (ALCAM:  1983), 

(see map 5 on page.&? ) 

The figure below is a sketch of Lef5’ linguistic ancestry 

following Greenberg’s (1966) genetic Classification: 
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Congo - Kordofanian 

Niger - Congo 

Benue - Congo 

Bantoid 
I/ I 

J. 
Bantu 

\1 
N. Esuatorial 

1 
Coastal 

I 
LBf 5 ’ 

V 

From informant sources L&f3’ has three dialects. There i s  

upper L B f 5 ’  spoken in the villages o f  Kokobuma, Kombone, and 

Dikomi. The villaoes o f  Kururne, Bolo, Ikiliwindi, Marribanda and 

Kumba, speak lower LBfj’.Dieka has its own variety. It has not 

been possible to have illustrative data for these dialects. 
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Map 5 LANGUAGES OF SIWEST PROVINCE 
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1.5 A SKETCH OF LEFS’ PHONOLOGY 

A detailed morpho-phonological study of L B f 5 ’  is outside 

the scope of this work. However a brief study o f  the phonology 

of Lef5’  has been undertaken to facilitate the transcription of 

the data of this study. It would not be surprising if this 

served as a basis for future study. However the vowel, 

consonant and tonal patterns are sketched. 

1 . 5 . 1  Vowels 

.“One of Gutherie’s (1948)  criteria for idenfying a 
language as Bantu is a symmetrical vowel system: 
an odd number of vowels, including one low central 
vowel and an equal number of front and back 
vowels”, Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 ) .  

The following possible combinations among o t h e 5  are common: 

a) i U b) i U C )  i U 

I V e 0 e 0 

e 0 E 3 a 
C 3 a 

a 

LBf5’ comes very close to the b) pattern above with the slight 

difference that LBf3’ has a mid central vowel [a] in addition. 

Lhf5’ Vowels: i U 
e 0 

E a 3 

a 

The above vowels are attested in the following L h f 5 ’  lexical 
i terns. 
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Vowel 
i 
e 
c 

a 

a 
3 

0 

U 

gloss 
'' breast ' I  

"fruit" 
'' hand " 
"where?" 
"to, at" 
"person" 
"a dumb person" 
"to answer" 

A survey o f  the word list used for this work reveals that 

the vowels / i ,  e ,  a ,  a, 3, u/ have a greater frequency of 

occurence than vowels /e, o/. Vowel / i /  i s  hardly found in the 

initial position. Vowel /e/ is scarce. Apparently, / c /  is used 

in most positions where /e/ could occur. 

In Lef3' vowel length is significant and will be indicated - * 

i by sequences of two identical vowels (following Meeussen 1 9 6 7 )  I 

maki i 

Si%& 

1 i pGndii 

fii 

p55m 

S35 

wudGir 

mbo6 

"blood" 

"his father" 

" c h ame 1 e on " 

"camwood" 

"chalk" 

" thatch " 

" n i g h t " 
'' 1 ake *' 

There is no example of an /e/ cluster. This may be evidence of 

its scarcity. 
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1 . 5 . 2  L&f5' Consonants 

The glottal stop i s  a very frequently used feature in Lefj' 

as can be seen in the glossonym o f  the language. Many nouns i n  

this work contain the glottal stop / ' / .  The pre-nasalised 

consonants are also a common feature as can be seen in the many 

examples of classes 3 ,  9 and 10 nouns. 
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The canonical syllable structure o f  L B f 3 '  can be sketched thus: 

( V I  ( C )  V ( C ) .  The examples below illustrate the various 

expansions o f  this structure. 

cv PjP3 
WitlU 

f a  
b3 

V 2 - 
a 

cvc fan 
s im 

vcv E kE 
615 

"a rmp i t " 
'* chi n " 
'I w he re " 
" they " 
"to, at" 
i n I' 

" he re * '  

"st ra i g ht " 
" hand 'I 

" spear " 

1 . 5 . 3  Tones 
Tones used in this work include: 

high tone 

l o w  tone 
- rising tone 

falling tone 

mid tones have not been marked. 

.. 
- 

Tones as used here express speech prominence. For instance 

the homorganic nasals are syllabic, hence bear a tone. 
n 
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1.6  METHOD OF WORK 

Data collection: 

I copied a 709 word list from Hedinger ( 1 9 8 7 ) .  With t h i s  

word list I' made a trip to Kumba to elicit the LBf5' 

correspondences, in the singular/plural forms as much as 

possible. I also went to Buea achives to get documentation on 

Bafo history. When I came back to Yaounde, I cross-checked my 

data with other informants around. My informants included men 

and women of different ages. The ages of the men range from 24 

years, 45 years, and above 70 years. The age range of  women is 

20 years, 35 years and 50 years. 

.-- 

I also made up a number of sentences which were translated 

into Lef3'. The sentences were to enable me determine classes 

of nouns which were not obvious from the affixes or semantic 

criteria. This was partlcularly useful for classes 9 /10  nouns. 

_- -. 

-. Data analysis 

I used Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 : 1 6 5 )  proto-Bantu noun prefixes and 

semantic criteria to put LBf5' nouns in the various classes. 

Then I made numerals, possessives, relative pronouns and 

qualifier charts. I put different classes of nouns on each of 

these charts and elicited the corresponding concords from my 

informants. At this stage all the noun classes and their 

concords were determined. 
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I then started writing up. When I realised that I needed 

to include maps in the study, I went to "Centre Geographique" to 

look for a map of Meme Division. I also got some Maps from 

ALCAM. 

1 . 7  ORGANISATION OF THIS WORK 

Chapter I 

Chapter I1 

classification 

Chapter I11 

Chapter IV 

Chapter V 

Conclusion: 

contains the introduction 

discusses the literature of noun 

presents noun classes of L B f 5 '  

is on LBf5' gender system 

presents the concordial morphemes o f  LBf5' 

this is a summary of the work including a 

statement on research prospect 
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2 . 0  A E 

C H A P T E R  T W O  

IEF REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE ON NOUN CLASSIFICATION 
IN BANTU LANGUAGES 

The African linguistic scene with over 1600 languages must 

have been a formidable challenge, indeed a tantalising puzzle to 

early scholarship in general and to linguists in particular. To 

start with a number of early scholars posited a v a s t  range o f  

working hypotheses to account for the nature and' classification 

of African Languages. In the words of Welmers (1973:3) 

" .  . .unparal leled in. the study of languages any 
where else in the world, African languages have 
been beset by persistent hypotheses o f  language 
mixture, intermediate or transitional lanyuages, 
substrata, pervasive external influence far in 
excess of what is usually recognized as normal, and 
innovative exuberance unmatched in recorded 
language history." 

In this review, the views on African languages as 

constituting a jumble will be examined first and then focus will 

turn to those which hold that there is order and that these 

languages are traceable to a few proto languages. Finally the 

Bantu prefix shape, concord and gender systems will be reviewed. 
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The f 

Johnston 

of events 

existence. 

2 . 1  THE AFRICAN LANGUAGE SITUATION: A Great Jumble 

Harry ' 1  rst o f  these absurd notions is that o f  (Sir 

919:27) who sees African languages as " A  great jumble 

and lo! - new languages spring suddenly into 

For Johnston, (op-cit) languages scattered all over 

West Africa had noun class and concord systems similar to those 

o f  the well established Bantu. For him the rriost highly 

developed and regular Bantu languages represented the oldest and 

most original proto-Bantu type. In his speculation Johnston 
(op-cit) imagines some momentous and amazingly rapid process o f  

fusion by which West African languages acquired entire chunks of 

Bantu morphological structures and basic vocabulary over night. 

Other proponents of African language mixtures according to 

Welmers (op-cit) include Carl Meinhof (19401, E.O.J .  Westphal 

(19571, M.A. Bryan (1959)  Westermann (1952)  and Malcolm 

Gutherie (1962) .  

Malcolm Gutherie (1962)  who shares almost the same views 

with Johnston gives an alternative interpretation of Greenberg's 

genetic classification o f  Bantu and West Sudanic languages as, 

"the incorporation of Bantu features into languages of quite a 

distinct origin", in the form of  "grammatical contamination" and 

"loan words" (I Gutherie'g theory based on earlier distinct 

classifications of Sudan and Bantu by Meinhof (1912)  and Alice 
Werner (1915) ( a s  found in D . T .  Cole 1 9 7 1 : 2 3 ) ,  attributes 

Hamitic origin to West Sudanic languages and naturally sees no 

I 

I\ 
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> 
genetic relationship between Bantu and W. Sudanic. The Reason , 

9 f  this view of pervasive external influence of Bantu into West 

Sudanic can therefore be understood. 

Another exponent of mixed languages is Carl Meinhof 

(1940:164)  With his "Mischsprache" concept he suggests that 

Bantu is a hybrid language, descended of a Hamitic father and a 

Negro mother. This concept seems to be based more on cultural 

than linguistic considerations. Consquently it will not take 

any more o f  our time and space. 

E . O . J .  Westphal (1957) postulates that a language may be 

closely related to another language phonologically, to a second 

morphologically and still to a third lexically. Unfortunately 

no data has been presented to substantiate this claim and henc9 
- 

9 . 
to give room for appraisal. M.A. Bryan (1959) a disciple of  

Westphal (op-cit) has used Westphal's theory to posit extensive 

language mixtures in Africa. Again evidence for this view was 

not available. 

Another proponent of language mixtures in Africa is David 

Dalby (1966). In support of this theory Dalby reJects the 

traditional concept of genetic relationships and classification 

of languages. His examples of mixed languages are pidgins and 

Creoles, e.g. Krio of Sierra Leone and hfa'a (Mbugu) in Tanzania. 

Welmers (1973:3) explains that Dalby misconceived 

Greenberg's notion of genetic relatedness which implies 
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"genesis" or  origin. Greenberg's '*genetic relationships" refers 

to linguistic characteristics inherited by one gGneration o f  

speakers from another. To bring home the point Welrners (op-cit) 

illustrates genetic relationship with this explanation: a 

,language may be broken up by migration or invasion. Each part 

undergoes changes due to external influences. After several 

millenia the relationship will remain apparent in parallels 

discoverable by well-established techniques of comparative 

1 inguistics. 

Welrners (op-cit) equally dismissses the theory of mixed 

languages in Africa with the following argument. Taking the c 

supposed example o f  a mixed language Ma'a (mbugu) 1 6  Tanzania, a 
supposedly non-Bantu language which has adopted Bantu class and 

concord system. (Tucker and Bryan 1966 p. 270) Ma'a  is also 

alleged to have a large Iraqk(Cushitic) vocabulary which is 

entirely nominal, while its verbs are o f  a different origin. 

(Tucker and Bryan 1 9 5 7  p. 7 2 )  Welmers (op-cit) states that (from 

1 

unpublished research sources by Christopher Ehret) the / 

development of Ma'a, though certainly unusual, i s  within the 

familiar framework of continuous language history with extensive 

external influence. Many Ma'a verbs, nouns and other words are 

o f  Cushitic origin. The gaps and inconsistencies of Bantu 

grammar in Wa'a suggest that this grammar does not belong to 

the mainstream of Ma'a history. It should however be noted that 

Ma'a didnot adopt Bantu grammatical characteristics in the 

abstract, they came into the language through the adopted 

vocabulary. 
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h'elmers(op-cit) is equally reluctar to accept krio of 

Sierra Leone as an example of an African mixed language. His 

argument is that krio has a background o f  imperfectly learned 

English as it is obvious with young immigrant communities. Its 

phonology is similar to several West African languages, and has 

a grammatical structure that lacks many English characteristics 

but rather resembles that of West African languages. There I s  

no homogenous African language from which Krio developed. It 

therefore has no genetic history. Krio grew f rom extensive 

coastal trade contact plus emancipated slaves who had different 

African backgrounds. These people needed a language with which 

to communicate within themselves and the EnglishaKrio was born. 

,.% 

Having discussed the hypotheses of African mixed languages 

it would be good to look at the opposing view: the theory of 

genetic relatedness o f  African languages. 
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2 . 2 .  THE GENETIC RELATEDNESS OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

The most comprehensive and widely accepted classification 

of African languages is said to be that proposed by  Joseph H .  

Greenberg ( 1 9 6 3 ,  1966) .  Using the method of mass comparison of 

lexical items and their morphological forms, he grouped African 

languages into four main families namely: Congo-kordofanian, 

Nilo-Saharan, Afroasiatic and Khoisan. Striking similarities of 
the lexicon and their bound morphemes helped to determine the 

genetic relatedness of the languages. Welmers i 1 9 7 3 : 5 )  totally 

approves Greenberg's (op-cit) genetic classification. He 

however criticises the fact that Greenberg has not demonstrated 

the existence of regular phonetic correspondences among all the 

languages in any of the four language families he posited for 

Africa, Though such correspondences are the real proof 

genetic relationship. 

1 1 1 '  

I\ 

Taking a cue from Carl Meinhof ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  Alice Werner in her 

book titled The lanquaqe families of Africa, made a genetic 

classification . "The Five families of African languages", are 

presented as follows , (D.T. Cole 1971:23) 

1 )  The Sudan family 

2 )  Thge Bantu family 

3 )  The Hamitic family 

4 )  The Bushman group 

5 )  The Semitic family 
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All the afore mentioned classifications have given Bantu a 

prominent place. This is due to the interesting nature of Bantu 

noun classification. Gutherie (1968-71) in his Corrmarative 

Bantu Linquistics ..., is said to have chosen the Bantu 

languages for this kind of study, due to their perculiar 

geographical distribution and overall characteristics. 

According to him Bantu languages have a wealth of data: over 300 

distinct languages with relatively simple grammatical 

structures, patterns of agreement and sound shape so easy to 

handle. Noun Classification is the basis of Bantu grammar. 

2.3 MORE EVIDENCE OF ORDER IN THE AFRICAN LINGUISTIC SITUATION 

Malcolm Gutherie ( 1 9 6 7 )  in his article, "Variations in the 

range of  classes in the Bantu languages published in a 
classification Nominale dans les Lanques NBnro AfricalgE, gives 

a stricking description of Bantu noun classes. According to 

him, the occurence of class concord by prefix is a feature so 

essential t o  the Bantu family that it becomes imrm,sible to 

accept as fully Bantu any language in which this feature is 
missing. He defines "class" in Bantu as one of the distinct 

patterns of prefix agreement in the language in question, the 

actual prefix o f  the nominal being used as a reference form for 

the whole pattern of agreement. The number of classes in a 

language i s  thus determined by the number o f  distinct patterns 

of agreement. This explains why the number of classes vary from 
ten to about twenty depending on the language. 
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In the same vein, Richardson Irvine ( 1 9 6 7 : 3 7 6 )  says that: 

"Perhaps the most notable evidence of homogene ity in 
Bantu languages is the extent to which generally 
speaking, noun prefixes have retained identifiable 
shapes which enablep the research worker to number them 
in a consistent manner with relevant ease through out 
the entire family" 

Still in the same line of thought Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 : 1 5 9 )  asserts 

that Bantu languages are the most commonly associated with noun 

class systems. Though Bantu is not unique in noun class systems, 
its large number of noun classes and their maximal grammatical 

functions are simply overpowering at a first glance. This 

appraisal is rounded up in the words of Greenberg ( 1 9 6 6 )  who 

states: 

"The trait of Niger-Congo morphology which provides the 
main material for comparison is the system of noun 
slassification by pair of affixes, singular/plural. 
The Bantu noun prefixes are typical o f  this 
classification system." 

In discussing the nature of Bantu noun classes, Richardson 

(op-cit) posits the theory of unidirectional evolution. This would 

imply a gradual process of logical evolution at a uniform rate. It 

isquesbonableas to whether a spoken language can actually evolve 

in this manner. In answer to this question Richardson (op-cit) 

says, the logicality of evolution in a language or language family 

can be proved only by reference to the systems into which it may be 

analysed o r  the degree to which these may be organized i n p o  a 

master system. In conclusion he says, even the most logical Bantu 
languages display lacunae, reduncies and other illogicalities which 
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result from various socio-cultural influences. Giveq that 

Richardson’s theory is based for most part on the assumption O f  

lack of evidence to disprove uni-directional evolution for Bantu, 

i t  i s  difficult to give his theory an objective appraisal. 

! 
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2 .4  CRITERIA OF ASSIGNING NOMINAL CLASSES 

Another factor which attracts attention is 

assigning nominal classes in Bantu. This wil 

fact that Bantu noun classification is not an arb 

device. 

the criteria of 

also explain the 

trary grammatical 

2 . 4 . 1  The Prd?fix and Concord System 

A study of the Bantu nouns reveals that most of the nouns have 

a prefix or suffix which agrees with other grammatical morphemes in 

a sentence. The shape o f  such a prefix e.g., mu/rnl for classes 

3/4, would ba found on many nouns and thus be grouped together, in 

one class. There are therefore as many classes as the prefix 

shapes with distinct agreement patterns. 

A second dimension o f  the grouping of nouns is the semantic 

categories. The semantic categories or genders can be identified 

within the prefix groupings. However the relation between the 

prefix shape and semantic category remains arbitrary. There is no 

justificaion for deciding that li/ma should be ttle prefixes for 

classes 5/6 and not 1 / 2  for instance. This apparent arbltrariness 

must have been instituted to create orderliness in presenting the 

nouns of various classes and languages. 

The system of affixes is an inherent feature in Bantu 

languages and serves a number of functions. It fulfills the role 

which gender plays in languages like French. It indicates the 
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grammatical concords and cohes ion  i n  well formed speech p a t t e r n s  

(Tadadjeu e t  a l .  19e8 p. 110-112) .  The system of a f f i x e s  a l s o  

p r o v i d e s  t y p o l o g i c a l  d a t a  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g e n e t i c  re la tedness.  

Meeussen and Welmers ( 733 have each used the  Bantu system 

o f  a f f i x e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g e n e t i c  a f f i n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Eantu and t o  

come up w i t h  p ro to -Ban tu  p r e f i x  r e n c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  

(1967) c .  

T h i s  chap te r  would n o t  end w i t h o u t  p r e s e n t i n g  an i m p o r t a n t  

f e a t u r e  o f  Bantu noun c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  namely; t h e  gender system. 
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2 . 4 . 2  The Gender System i n  Bantu Lanquaqes 

The gender system i s  one o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  f r e q u e n t l y  used i n  

c l a s s i f y i n g  nouns. The no t i on  o f  gender can be appp l i ed  on most 

languages b u t  a t  v a r y i n g  degrees and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

The word "gender"  i s  de r i ved  f rom L a t i n  "genus" meaning 

" c l a s s "  o r  " k i n d " ,  (Lyons 1968) .  Lyons f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  

Greek and L a t i n  t h r e e  genders were t h e  t h r e e  main noun c lasses  

recogn ized i n  t h e  grammar. Greek and L a t i n  nouns were c l a s s i f i e d  

i n t o  t h r e e  genders so as t o  account f o r  two d i s t i n c t  phenomena: 1 )  

pronominal  r e f e r e n c e ,  2 )  a d j e c t i v a l  concord and agreernent. 

1 .  

For  same reasons t h e  nouns o f  French, I t a l i a n  and Spanish a r e  - 
c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  two genders, those o f  Russian and German i n t o  3 

genders and S w a h i l i  - a Bantu language, i n t o  s i x  genders, e t c .  

Pursu ing  h i s  argument Lyons ( 1 9 6 8 )  s t a t e s :  

" . . . i t  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  e m p i r i c a l  f a c t  t h a t  i n  most 
languages t h a t  have gender ( d e f i n e d  as a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  nouns f o r  pronominal  re fe rence or concord)  t h e r e  i s  
some " n a t u r a l "  semantic b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
T h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  sex. I t  may be shape, t e x t u r e ,  
c o l o u r ,  e d i b i l i t y ,  i n  s h o r t  any s e t  o f  " n a t u r a l "  
p r ope r t i es " 

T h i s  i s  t h e  case o f  Bantu noun gender c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

" N a t u r a l "  and grammatical  gender f a i l s  t o  app 

Indo-European languages where even inanimate nouns are  mascu 

femine sender as i s  t h e  case i n  French. 
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_____________________---------_---_------_ 
French Spanish Italian Gloss 

______________________________-___-------- 
le garGon muchacho ragazzo boy 
la fille muchacha ragazza girl 

Bantu noun gender with LBf5’ examples are discussed in chapter 

I V  of this study. 

In summary, this chapter has attempted to present some 

scholarly views on the nature and classification of African 

languages in general and the Bantu noun classes in particular. The 

Bantu system of affixes and concord agreement as well as the 

semantic gender systems have been extensively discussed. 

One other thing that this chapter has tried to portray is the 

interest in the study of language clasification and consequently 

the interest that the study of LBf5’ noun class system holds f o r  

scholarship in African Linguistics. It has also provided tools 

that will be used in the analysis of the L&f5’ language data. 
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I 
C H A P T E R  T H R E E  

3.0 L E F 3 ’  NOUN CLASSES 

3.1 CRITERIA FOR THE DETERMINATION OF NOUN CLASS BELONGING 

The criteria generally used 
I 

j which will be used to establish 

each other are: 

in Bantu noun classificat on and 

EF3’  noun classes as distinct from 

- the form o f  the noun prefixes 

- singular/plural pairing 
’ - nouns and their concording elements 

According to Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 : 1 6 6 )  the semantic notion of noun 

i class belonging is also important in the classification of Bantu 

! nouns. Following this notion, in a noun-class language, nouns 

1 generally group together into semantic classes. Thus there will be 

a class o f  humans comprising all nouns that are human such as man, 

boy, girl etc. There will be a class o f  body parts, longish 

objects, animals, liquids etc. combined with proto-Bantu noun 

prefixes the noun classes of  L b f 3 ’  can be discerned. 

I 

I 
! 

I 
1 The f o l  
i 
1 some concords 

owing is a summary chart o f  noun class prefixes and 
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Column I: It shows the class numbers. These nuritLurs include 

classes 1 ,  la, 2 ,  3, 4 ,  5 ,  6, 6a, 7, 8 ,  9, 10, 1 1 ,  1 4 ,  

and 19. 

Column 11: This column contains the corresponding prefixes for 

each class. A discussion of the prefixes with 

illustrative data is presented after the c h a r t .  

Column 111 This column depicts the proto-Bantu noun prefixes by 

h'elmers (1973:165) Columns 11 and I11 are put side by 

side to ease comparison at a glance. 

Column IV & v Column four gives sample nouns for e6ch class and 

column five is the gloss of the nouns in column four. 

columns VI & VI1 Six contains demonstrative pronoun concord for 
"that one". Column seven shows the possesslve pronoun 

concord "my" for all the noun classes. 
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Fourteen noun classes have been identified in Lef5'. 

Although the semantic criteria i s  generally use'ful I t  should be 

used with a l o t  of care. The reason for this is that nouns 

donot usually fall neatly into classes as one would expect. 

Some nouns that are definitely human and should fall in classes 

1 and 2 ,  sometimes fall into the class of animals. The 

following irregularlties were identified in the attempt to 

classify LBf3' nouns by this criterion. 

!,(, * " ( ( 

4 

- parts of the body are spread in classes 3 / 4 ,  5 / 6 ,  and 
?/a .  

CL 
3 

4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

Noun 
tj- kwtn 
h - l h  
mi-kwln 
mi-lC, 
li-bl 
mh-shq 

bi-busa 
C-p5q 

gloss 
"arm" 
"head" 
"arms" 
" he ads " 
"liver" 
I'  teeth 
"thigh" 
"hi ps '' 

Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 )  classifies names of plants and trees in 
class 3/4 but they are almost non existent in LBf5' classes 3/4.  

Instead a few are found in classes 7 / 0 .  

EXamDleS 
CL Noun g 1 o s s  

7 5-  1 Br,  " pa 1 m tree " 
t-gum "grass (sg)" 

8 bi-ler, "palm trees" 
bi -Hum "grass (pl)" 
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The &bove examples underscore the limited value o f  the 

semantic criterion. This also shows that there is dynamism and 

f l u x  between classes. 
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The prefixes for class 1 are N-, mu- rn - ,  mw. The 

corresponding proto-Bantu i s  mo-. 

m- and mw- precede vowel initial stems: 

Exarnales 
m-3 '  "person " 
m-&any&. 
mw-A1 Sn 
mw-Zn "chi Id" 

s i ste r / brothe r I '  

" daug h te r " 

N-, &nd niu- precede consonant initial stems: 

ExamDles 
mir- m8n *'son * '  

mir- khlh "whi teman" 

3.2 NOUN PREFIXES 

In this section each class will be discussed, showing the 

noun prefix, its alternate forms and distribution. As already 

stated the proto-Bantu prefixes used in this study are from 

Cole's reconstruction adapted by  Welmers (1973:165) 

3 . 2 . 1  Class I 

N- (homorganic nasal) prefixes 

Examples 
ti- k5n 
13- kwi 
m- bind8 
ti- sirn 
ti- f3n 

"guest, stranger" 
" w i dow ' I  

" crab " 
" f r i end " 
"chief" 
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'I w i za r d " 
" s 1 ave " 
I' t h  i e f  '' 
*' corpse '' 
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3 . 2 . 2  a 

The prefix for class la i s  0- (zero allomorph) it 
corresponds to proto-Bantu 0- 

Examples: 
0- sis5 " fat he r " 
0- mm&S " mot he r " 
0- anw& "cat" 
E.- ngirsi "frog" 
0- ny8m " an i ma 1 " 
0- sSpGl5 "mouse I '  

. 

Proper names are considered as part of 
class la, Welmers (1973:lOO) 

Examples 
0- akw5 '' A kwo " 
0- eljni "Elonge" 
0- ntirb8 " N t u ba *' 
0- dibb "Di bo" 

3 . 2 . 3  Class 2 

The prefix for class 2 is ba- The corresponding 
proto-Bantu is va- 

Examples 
b- precedes vowel initial stems 

b- 8' '* pe r son s '' 

b- &any& 
b- Hn "children" 
b- alan 
b- anh,Za " cats 'I 

*' s i s t e rs / b r o  t he r s 

" d au g h t e r s '' 
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ba- occurs before consonant inital stems. 

EXamD 1 es 
bA - 
b& - 
bA - 
bA - 
b& - 
bh - 
bB - 
b& - 
b& - 
bA - 
b& - 
bA - 
b& - 
bB - 
b& - 
b& - 

birrn8n 
k2la 
ksn 
kwi 
bind$ 
sirn 
f5n 
lam 
t &n 
jib 
Wir 

s i  s5 
m m 2 B  
ngirsi 
nyBm 
saDir.3 

sons ' I  

"white people" 
*' guests 
"widows" 
I '  c r a bs " 
'' f r i ends " 
" c h i ef  s " 
"wizards" 
" s 1 av e s " 

" t h i eve s " 
" corpses '' 
"fathers" 
'* mot he rs '' 
"frogs" 
" an I ma 1 s " 

"mice" 

3 . 2 . 4  Class 3 

The prefixes for class 3 are N-, mw- and m-. The 

corresponding proto-Bantu prefix is mo-. The distinction 

between the homorganic nasal prefixes of class I and 3 is due to 

the fact that class 1 is singular of class 2 and class 3 is 

singular of class 4 nouns. The plural prefixes of class 1 are 

b- and ba- where-as that of  class 3 i s  mi- 

The prefixes m- and mw- occur infront of vowe initial 
* stems. These examples have no morphological singular/plural i 

distinction in LBf5'. They include: 
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rn- inyi " bees " 
mw- ini' "tobacco" 

I- examples in this group: 

rii- bijmbir 'I as he s " 

6- dirkij ' I  bush" 

Homorganic nasal preflxes [N-] are varled ln class  3 .  

Examples o f  those related to plants. 

ii- la' "branch" 
h- t3rl " c o 1 ocas 1 a " 
k- man " ke r ne 1 " 
fi- kanghg ' I  root" 

Parts of the body: 
6- kwin "arm" 
m- pjn diri "nostrll" 
t%- bjn mzlkk "elbow" 
ii- 5 i  "ve i n ' I  

t i -  lir he ad " 
6- szl '' mou t h " 
ii- lkm " he art '' 
r i -  j z l  " pen i s" 

Semantically the above nouns would be consldered as 
falling into the class of longish things (but for a f ew  

except ions ) . 
Miscellaneous nouns of  class 3 

6- ki "village" 
?I- k3' "rope" 
fi- k3ni' '' song " 
6- kzllG "fever " 
h- kan " scab i e s " 
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, I  

i-' b & '  " p a r  ce 1 " 
in- f sn  "hand 1 e "  

rii- bvA' " language"  

in- bh " y e a r "  

in- b5n " v a l  l e y "  
t i -  d im *' g r a v e  " 

ii- Sam " e v e n t  " 

ti- 5 i n g a  ' I  t h r e  ad / t w  i ne " 

h- d i imbb  " r u b b i s h  heap" 
ti- J i  "boundary"  

ti- tkm " w a l k i n g  s t i c k "  

3.2.5 C lass  4 

The c l a s s  4 p r e f i x  o f  L P f 3 '  i s  m i - .  I t s  proto-Bantu 
s o u n t e r p a r t  i s  me-. 

Examples '\ 

m i -  l a '  
m i -  t3r, 
mi- t a m  

m i -  m a r ,  
m i -  kBr,gSS 

m i -  k 1  

m i -  k 3 '  
m i -  k 3 n i '  
m i -  kSrlSr 
m i -  bk'  
m i -  f 5 n  

m i -  bqh' 
m i -  mbk 
m i -  bsr, 
m i -  d im 

" branches " 

" co  1 ocas i a" 
" w a l k i n g  s t i c k s "  
., . . .. K e r n e l s  
' I  r o o t s  " 
" v i  1 l a g e s / c o u n t r l e s "  

" ropes " 
" song s '' 
" i 11 nesses"  
" p a r c e l s "  
" hand 1 e s " 
" languages"  
*' ye a r s " 
" v a l l e y s "  
*' g raves  " 

m i -  Sam " e ve n t s *' 

m i -  5 i n g a  
m i -  dGmib&r, " r u b b i s h  heaps" 

m i -  ji 

" t h r e  ads " 

" bound a r i e s " 
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3 . 2 . 6  Class 5 

The L e f 3 '  class 5 prefixes are l i - ,  d i -  which correspond to 

le- o f  proto-Bantu. Nouns with di- preflx in L B f 5 '  ha+e the 

same concords as those with l i -  prefix. Class 5 has man) nouns 

in L&fj'. To ease reading, the nouns w ~ l l  be prec ie r t ted  in 

sub-classes (semantically). Nouns which refer to animates 

Examples 
L i -  bt. " 1  iver" 
1 1 -  birm " ab d orne n " 
1 1 -  15mbg " buttocks " 
li- b i  " faeces 'I 
1 1 -  b3n "knee" 
li- bi " breast " 
li- s h n  '' tooth 
li- Si&' "a tear from the eye" 
l i -  yE1 "birth" 
li- WH " de at h " 
li- tGmbH "family" 
li- bin " test i c 1 e " 

d i -  fE "twin" 



~ 

d i -  sir& d i k e  " w r i s t "  

T h e  l a s t  t h r e e  n o u n s  a n d  p r o b a b l y  some o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  h a v e  a d i -  p r e f i x  i n s t e a d  of t h e  no rma l  .c 11- .  

t h i s  c h a n g e  does n o t  bear up a t  t h e  l e v e l  of concords o n e  c a n  

c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h i s  is a n  i n n o v a t i o n .  F o r  t h i s  c lass  d1-  1s a 

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  v a r i a n t  of 1 1 .  

S l n c e  
I 

P l a n t s  a n d  r e l a t e d  n o u n s .  

Exampl es ' 
" bu r n i n g coa 1 s " 

l i -  f i n  " f o r  es t  " 
l i -  y 3 '  " t h o  r n " 
l i -  kh;h coco y am *' 

l i -  b3' "pumpkin"  
l i -  s i a  
l i -  yu7 " f i r e  wood" 
l i -  k3 " p l a n t a i n "  
l i -  b i  " c o l a n u t "  

\ 11- k&ka 

" p l u m  f r u i t "  - _  ~ 

Class  5 a l s o  h a s  a s i z a b l e  n u m b e r  of n e u t r a l  n o u n s  
Examples  

l i -  f i '  p u s  **  

l i -  b&n '' p o v e r t y  'I 

l i -  bar, '' c 1 ou d s 'I 
l i -  s i n  "moon I' 
l i -  f 5 n  " f a t "  
l i -  b i  "b reas t  m i  1 k" 
l i -  k56 '* yawn 
l i -  Scm6' " s n e e  z e '' 

T h e r e  are  s t i l l  some n o u n s  of t h i s  c lass  w h l c h  c o u l d  no 
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l i -  p u n d i t  
l i -  pB' 
l i -  k5 
l i -  dp& 
l i -  l i n d i  
l i -  S i S G  

l i -  b?i 
l i -  b&m& 
l i -  bir' 

l i -  bGn 
l i -  siri 
d i -  1 2  
d i -  bir 

i 3 . 2 . 7  C l a s s  6 

The  C l a s s  6 
1 
I 

" c h a m e l e o n "  
I' w i ng  
" e g g "  
'I f o o d  '~ 

'' k n  i f e " 
" corn b " 
*' c 1 0 t h "  
" h e  a d  p a d  '' 
" p l a c e "  
"farm h u t "  
" f i r e p l a c e  s t o n e s "  
" s tone  " 
" s c o r p i o n "  

p r e f i x  of L B f 5 '  a g r e e s  e x a c t l y  w i  

p ro to- .Bantu :  ma- The  o n l y  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  i n  t o n e .  L h f s '  

p r e f i x  c a r r i e s  a low-tone ma-. 

i 
I 

E X a m D l  €S 

mB- b i  " l i v e r s "  
mB- b i  " f a e c e s "  
mB- shy " t e e t h "  
ma- y 2  " b i r t h s "  
mii- tirmb& "farni 1 ies" 
ma- sire mB mBkL " w r l s t s "  
ma- kSk8 " b u r n i n g  coals"  

rnB- sC& "p lum f r u i t s "  



ma- f i n  " f o r e s t s  " 

ma- kBh " cocoyams" 

There are  a l s o  some nouns i n  c l a s s  6 which can 
be used o n l y  i n  t h e  p l u r a l  and n o t  s i n g u l a r .  They a re :  

ma- kanga " c h e s t  " 

ma- f i n d h  " s o o t  '* 

ma- kGn " be an s " 
ma- t i r m  I '  1 i es" 
ma- s B k h  " thanks  " 

M i  s c e l  1 aneous 
ma- pa'  "wings"  
ma- k5 '' eggs " 
ma- dj.6 " food"  
m a -  l E n d t  I '  k n i ve s " 

3.2.8 C l a s s -  

C lass  6a agrees i n  p r e f i x  and concord w i t h  c l a s s  6 as 

i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  examples below: 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

ma-k i i  ( c l . 6 )  mB mt5 m3 a nyir 
b l o o d  ( c 1 . 6 )  i s  f i n i s h e d  h im i n  t h e  body 

"He i s  anaemic". 

ma-d i '  (c1.Ga) mhi  m& bGk5 a mb5 
Water t o  d r i n k  (c1.6)  neg t o  be i n  p o t  

"Not  much d r i n k i n g  water  i s  i n  t h e  p o t "  

Ba b 5 k i  nk5n m- im(c l .6a)  ma m i r 5 m 5 '  
t h e y  Gave guest wine ( c 1 . 6 )  R. Pron i s  sweet 
" T h e  gues t  was g iven wine which i s  sweet" 

The sentences above show t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x  f o r  6a nouns i s  

ma- same as i t s  concord marker.  There i s  t h e r e f o r e  no 
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differance between class 6 and 6a from the point of view of 

prefix and concord markers. 

The main distinguishing factor is semantic, in that class 

6a dasignates liquid masses. It can also be added that class 6 

is the plural for class 5 ,  where-as class 6a is neuter. 

Were it not for the long standing tradition of having a 

separate class 6a for nouns that designate liquid masses, 

Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 : 1 6 6 )  there would not seem to ba much argument in 

support of the distinction of classes 6 and 6a. Infact there i s  

no fgrrnal distinction. 

In LBf5' only six nouns have been identified for this 

class. 

ma- k i i  
ma- ni.a 
ma- di' 
ma- d B  
ma- Sin 
m - im 

" b 1 ood " 
u r i ne" 

'' water " 
" r i v e r "  
" stagnant w a t e r " 
" w i ne" 

3.2.9 Class 7 

The prefix for this class i s  E - ,  which alternates with e-. 

The basis f o r  this alternation i s  not obvious. There are 

however very few nouns with the e- prefix. The proto-Eantu 

prefix for class 7 i s  ke-. LBf3' has a huge number of nouns in 

this class. 
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Animate nouns: 
0- kwi 
0- mbwti 
0- njb' 
0- nyZ' & ndukh 
0- ng8.n 
0- mbiil 
0- ngwi 
0- mbb' 
0- ny5 
0- mb&.mbiny5 
0- is3 
0- k5m 

0- kirm 
0- kB' 

0- kwi 
0- kii' 
0- kwi' 
0- ngBkB 

"bush rat" 
"dog" 
"e 1 e p hant " 
"bush cow" 
"crocodile" 
" goat " 
"pig" 
"squirrel" 
"snake " 
" v i pe r " 
"bush dog" 
"monkey" 
"ante1 ope" 
"python" 
"snai 1 " 
"fowl" 
" par rot *' 
"weaverbird 

This class also contains some body parts: 

0- ngu 
0- nyuo 
0- og5m 
0- mbi' 
0- mbin 

" s k i n * '  

"hair" 
" t h r oa t " 
I' bac k 
"rib" 

Insects also fall into this class: 

0- ny'i 
0- SiA 
0- si$' 
0- pipin 
0- og5kEr-j 

" 1 ou se  
"soldier ant" 
" te r rn i te " 
"cockroach" 
"mi 11 i pede" 
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Other nouns of class 9 

0- p5ki 
0- ndimg6 
0- ng5m 
0- nt5' 
0- 18' 
0- 1br)ge 
0- cbirl21 
0- mbG' 
0- m b h  

0- nginyS 6duir 
0- qguogir 
0- ng3n 
0- ng5n 
0- ndbk21 
0- nd3' 
0-  nl3' 
0- p55m 
0- nda' 
0- nyAm 
0- ng53li 

" pad d 1 e " 
"pepper 
"animal skin drum" 
"wooden drum'' 
" 1 adder " 
'' 1 if e" 
"work '' 
*' fear " 
" fa c i a 1 mark i n g " 

" thu n de r " 
" w i nd *' 
*'moon 'I 

" month " 
*' bush 
"e art h I' 
"mud" 
"chalk" 
"home .' 
meat * '  

"voice" 

Class 9 is the singular of class 10. However the classes 9 

and 10 singular plural dichotomy i s  not morphologically evident 

at the level of noun prefixes, since both classes have [0-I zero 
allornorth prefix. Their difference is noticeable only in the 

concords and tone configurations on these concords. In other 

words, the difference between classes 9 and 10 i s  distinct only 

in context. In a sentence class 9 recapitulative subject 

pronoun c takes a low tone while the same form for class 10 

' takes a high tone, as in the few exainples below: 
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1 )  kwi E wirl i 
a bushrat is dead 

kw i i wh1 i 
bushrats are dead 

2 )  nyZ' ndhkit 6 nani ns5ng5 s5ng5 
a buffalo has chased a hunter 

nyH' B ndh).G i nan i ns3ng5 s5ng5 
buff alos 

3 )  kCim 
a python 

kfm 
pythons 

4 )  si5 6 
a termite 

si 5 5. 
termi tes 

5 )  ng5hio i2 
a millipede 

.- ng5kio c 
millipedes 

have chased a hunter 

i wirk3.n mbC1' 
instils fear 

E witkan mbit' 
insti 1 fear 

dvB b5m b5 nd8' 
eats household property 

dguh b5rn b5 nd&' 
eat household property 

n5o5 h5m5 ub ufi 
likes humid areas 

nSn6 h3m5 ub5 u f E  
like humid areas 

Under inanimate nouns o f  class 9, are found a number o f  

non count nouns which of  course cannot be used in the plural 

form even in context. Some examples o f  class 9 / 1 0  non count 

nouns in context include: 
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1 )  B w3oi nybn t f inda 
she has hair black 

2 )  nyam E yAndAn6 jita 
meat was bought alot 

3 )  nginye 6duh i labi bw5 
thunder has stroke a tree 

3 . 2 . 1 2  Class 10 

The LBf3' class 10 prefix is 0- and that of.proto-Bantu is 

li-/ne-. As already explained, class 10 (1.e. plural of class 

9 )  has the same noun forms. Some examples of cl6ss 10 nouns 

i ncl ude . 

0- mbwB 
0- ngwi 

i 0- ng6m 
0- ny5 
0- njo' 
0- kwi 
0- kSm 
0- k6.' 
0- kwt 

. .  0- kir' 

0- rjgAkA 
0- mbtn 
0- ny'i 
0- s i A  
0- pepin 
0- p&ki 
0- ng5m 
0- ht5' 

dogs 'I 

" p i gs '' 
'' po r cu p i ne s " 
*' snakes *' 
*' e 1 e p h an t s '' 
"bush rats" 
* '  mo n ke y s '' 
*' ante 1 opes *' 

"snai 1s" 
" f o w  1 s " 

"weaver birds" 
"ribs" 
"lice" 
"solder ants" 
" t oc k roaches I' 
" padd 1 es I' 
"animal skin drums" 
"wooden drums" 
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0- l&' "ladders" 
0- m6h.o " f ac i a 1 mark i ngs " 
0- ng5n "months" 

3.2.13 CLASS 1 1  

The LBf3' prefix for this class is du- and that of 

proto-Bantu is lo-. Lef5' class 1 1  is rather poor, having very 

few nouns. Class 6 is the plural for this class. Examples 

found are: 

db-i " nose *' 

db-i 
dii-lh " sun " 
dw-r " 1 aughter" 

The plural forms of the above nouns are as follows: 

" 1 at r i nes 'I 

'' 1 at r i ne" 

ma-db-i "noses" 
ma-dh-i 

Only two of the nouns have plural forms. The last two 
are non-count nouns. 

3.2.14 Class 14 

The LBf5' class 14 prefixes are wu- and bw-. The 

proto-Bantu class 14 prefix is vo-. This is another class of 

miscellaneous nouns. 

bw- precedes vowel initial stems as in: 
bw- H l h  '' canoe " 
bw- 5 "medi ci ne" 
bw- in .' day " 
bw- 5 "tree " 

~ 
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wu- has an alternation with wo-. Only one example w i t h  wo- has 
been found; w6- w5 "marriage". Other examples with wu- prefix 
include : 

wO- dirit "night" 
wir- kit " mount a i n I' 

wir -  ,ti "bed" 
wir- k 5 '  "fence 
wit- ya' "pangolin" 
wir-  n5n "bird" 
.wCI- k a q  " on i on " 
h'a- l h l  " trap ** 

wO- y 5  "fish hook" 

wir- tir' " pregnancy " 
w u -  mwE "finger" 
wir- t5, "navel '* 
wir-  si& "p1 um tree" 

Class 14 also contains abstract nouns and nouns which 
designate uncountable objects. 

wu- s3n '* shame 
wil- dbm '* debt " 
wit- yB' " 1 eng th " 
wir- d i '  "we i g h t " 
wil- y 3  "sleep" 

Uncountable objects 
WO- yir i  *'honey 
WCI- kw5 " sa 1 t " 
wb- ndi " r i ce I s  
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3.2.15 C l a s s  19 

The c l a s s  19 p r e f i x  i n  L b f j '  i s  f y -  -- and i t s  proto-=Bantu 

c o u n t e r p a r t  i s  p i - .  C lass 19 l i k e  11 has few nouns. Only t h r e e  

nouns were found  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  

- 

f y -  $.ngir' "sand '' 

f y -  En " mush room " 

f y -  5' " w i  I d  pepper"  

I n  sou the rn  Bantu languages l i k e  AkjDse noun c isses 

(Hedinger 1980), c l a s s  19 i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s i n g u l a r  gender o f  

c l a s s  13 p l u r a l .  I n  L & f j '  c l a s s  19 nouns have no p l u r a l  p r e f i x .  

3.2.16 L o c a t i v e s  i n  LBf3'  

The search f o r  l o c a t i v e s  i n  LBf5 '  d i d  n o t  go f a r  i n  depth 

due t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n s ,  however f o r  t h e  word " p l a c e "  which i s  

i n  proto-Bantu acco rd ing  t o  C .  G r e g o i r e  ( 1 9 7 5 1 ,  fij, was 

e l i c i t e d  f o r  L & f 5 ' .  S ince A k x s e  has hZjm Hedinger (1983:8),  i t 

seems t h a t  compara t i ve l y  L B f 5 '  i s  not  t o o  d i s t a n t  f rom 

proto-Bantu,  as / f /  c o u l d  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  *j i n  t h e  same 

way as /h/ i n  Akzcse. T e n t a t i v e l y  ~&IJ c o u l d  be assigned t o  

c l a s s  16.  

The l o c a t i v e  p r e p o s i t i o n s  i n  L B f 5 '  come v e r y  c l o s e  to 

genera l  Bantu ii " t o ,  a t "  Th is  c loseness  i s  m a n i f e s t  i n  

Akmse /LB f5 ' .  
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Examples 
AkaDse LBf 5 ' Gloss 
a 6 "to, at" 
at& ate "inside" 
i sc? &Z i unde r 'I 

a min amin '*on top" 

The locative prepositions 6 ,  "to, at" 5 "in" and locative 

adverbials; f6n "here", fani "there" and wQni "overthere" 

indicate place relationship with objects. Examples I n  context: 

Preoosi'ti ons 
6 nda' 
& p6bwi 
B bwin b5 s k d 6  
5 wirlam 
wirdirZl StZ 
&yOm Stio 
BtZ: B nd6' i ti 
& S i : &  wGti S i  
Bmin:& bw5 min 

" at home 
"to the stream" 
"on Sunday" 
"in a trap" 
"in the middle of the night" 
"in the dry season" 
"inside the house" 
"under the bed" 
"on top of the tree" 

Locative adverbs 

wirti f6n "this 
wirti fZni 
wLkSc w G n i  

Bes 
together 

Bmin wirn 
Bte fin 
6fani min 

a are" 
"that bed there" 
"that mountain over there" 

d s ,  the following expressions of two locatives 
were elicited. 

'' up the re " 
"inside here" 
"there on top" 

There is also the locative interrogative: afa  "where?" 
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a f 5  k j n i  
Bf5 B d i  

"where a r e  you going to?" 
"where i s  he?"  

With t h e  above t h r e s h o l d  d a t a ,  l o c a t i v e s  i n  L B f j '  
remain an a r e a  f o r  f u t u r e  research .  
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4 . 0  GENDERS 

In Bantu languages singular/plural pairings are Sometimes 

referred to as genders. For example genders 1 / 2 ,  3/4, 5 / 6 ,  14/6 

etc (Lyons John 1968). Abstract and mass nouns such 6 s  

strength, blood, and water, for which enumeration is irrelevant 

are considered as single class gender or neuter. On the other 

hand nouns like child, head, butterfly etc, which have a 

singular/plural distinction are termed double class genders. 

It should be recalled here that gender in this context 

differs from that in Indo-European languages. In those 

languages gender implies masculine/feminie opposition. In 
French for instance every thing is either "le" (masculine) or 
*' 1 a *' [ fern i n i ne ) . 

4 .1  GENDERS I N  LEF3' 

As indicated earlier, there is beside morphological 

criteria, semantic criteria for noun classification. In Bantu 

linguistics the following semantic classes have been discerned 

in proto-Bantu (Following Welmers 1973,  and Rirchardson: 1967)  
P 

i 

f / 2  Human beings 

3/4 trees and plants plus a variety of inanimates 

68 



5/6  

6a 

7/8 

9 /10  

11 

12 /13  

1 4 .  

15 

miscellaneous, including animals, birds, 

fruits, with augmentative significance 

liquid masses 

miscellaneous with diminutive significance 

most animal names, a variety of inanimates, few 

personal names. 

long thin objects plus qbstracts 

frequently diminutives 

commonly abstract, plus "alcoholative" 

verbal infinitve, functioning as a -noun 

1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18 locative classes, appear only in concordial 

system in some languages 

19 diminutive, singular class 

20 usually augmentative, sometimes diminutive 

21 augmentative and pejorative, uses class 5 concords 

22 plural of class 20 and a few class 5 

23 locative which combines with prefixes of many 

other classes 

A semantic definition of gender in LBf5' is tiowe:iier not so 

clear cut. As earlier mentioned, only the following semantic 

groupings have emerged with a lot of flux and fuzziness. 

a) Nouns with a human referent are found in gender 1/2 

b) paired body parts are spread in genders 3/4, 5/6, 7/8 and 

11/6 

c) most animal nouns are in gender 9/10  
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semantically does not find much support in today’s L&f3’ data. 

The more reliable criteria for the determination o f  genders are 

the systems of affixes and concords. This is clearly born out 

in LBf5’ data for genders 1 / 2 ,  14 /6 ,  7 / 6 ,  9/8, 9/10 etc. 

The Double and single class genders are presented with 

examples as foLlows 

4 . 1 . 1  The DO’JBLE class Genders 

Acording to this study there are 9 double class genders in 
LBf3’. These genders are illustrated by table 4 . 1  on the next 

page. The numbers on the left side are for the singular classes 

and those on the right for the plurals. The gender pairs are 

connected by lines. Dotted lines indicate pairs with very few 

examples or the irregular pairings such as 9 / 8 ,  7 / 6 .  Their 

normal pairs are 9/10 and 7 / 8 .  

The nine double class genders are as follows: 

1 (a)/2 
3/4 
5 /6  
7 / 8  
7/6 
9/10 
9/8 

11/6 
14/6 
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. . 1  Double Class Genders - 

. 

From the above table it can be observed that class 6 i s  the 

most widely used plural. It i s  a plural for four out of the 

eight singular classes namely 5, 7. 1 1  and i d  
- . .. 
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Gender l ( a ) / 2  N-, E-, ba- 

Gender l a / 2  des ignates  k i n s h i p  terms and pe rsona l  rimes 

mw- B l f in  

mw- Hn 

m- 5'  
ti- siin 
ti- 16, 
ti- f 5 n  
ti- t i n  
n- j i i m  
n- w i j  

b- A lan 

b- Bn 

ba- si in 
ba- l5m 
ba- f 5 n  

bB- t a n  

b- & '  

ba- j i j m  
bB- W G  

" d a u g h t e r ( s ) "  

" c h i l d ( r e n ) "  

"pe rson (s )  'I 

" f r i e n d  ( s ) " 
" w i  za rd (  s )  
" c h i  e f  ( s ) " 
" s l a v e  ( s ) " 
*' husband ( s ) " 
" corpse ( s ) '' 

1 0- s is5  bB- s i s 5  " f a the  r ( s ) " 

0- m m h i  bB- mm55 " c o r p s e ( s ) "  

j Some animal names a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  gender: 

j 

1 0- anwg b- anw$ " c a t  ( s ) " 
I 0- szlpws ba- S ~ P W ~  "mouse/mi c e "  i 
' 0- n g k e  bB- ~ ~ G s E  " f r o g (  s ) " j 
1 0- nyam bB- nyam " a n i  mal ( s ) '* 
i 

j 
I Gender 3 /4  N-, m i -  
1 

1 
I T h i s  gender c o n t a i n s  a v a r i e t y  o f  i nan ima te  nouns, 
i 
j nouns r e l a t e d  t o  p l a n t s  andfome p a r t s  o f  t h e  body. 

1 

i 

! 
1 A v a r i e t y  
i i tj- k i  

f m- by8' 
i m- 5n 
i fi- f j n  
i h- Hinga 
! 

o f  i nan i  mates 
m i -  k i  

m i -  by8'  
my- 5n 
m i -  f S n  
m i -  g inga 
m i -  ji 
m i -  thm 

" v i  1 1 age ( s ) " 
" 1 anguage ( s  ) " 
" b race  1 e t  ( s ) " 
" hand 1 e ( s ) " 

'' t h read ( s ) " 
" bound a r y ( ne s ) " 
"wa 1 k i  ng s t i ck ( s ) " 
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E 

- sem mi- s m  
- dim mi - d i rn 

I- b5' mi- bi' 

lames related to plants 
1- la' mi- la' 
I- t3, mi- dt50 
\- mkn mi- mho 

'arts of the 
1- par) diri 
1- kwtn 
i-si 
I- lir 
i- slj 

i- ja 
i- j u  

i- ltm 

body 
m i -  i>:ar~ n i i d l i i  

mi- kwen 
mi- S i  
mi- l U  
mi- si! 
mi- ya 
mi- ju 
mi- lkm 

;ender 5/6 l i - ,  mA- 

qouns with human referent 
l i -  b h  mB- bum 
li- lamb& ma- 1 hmb5 
li- sur, ma- suo 
li- y 5  ma- y 5  
li- s s l s b  ma- sCsb 

l i -  wk mB- w2 
li- t h b a  m&- t h b a  
d i -  fS. rna-fk 

Nouns associated with plants 
l i -  kaka ma- k5k8 
l i -  fin ma- f i n  
1i- y5' ma- y 5 '  
Ti- b3' ma- b3'  
l i -  S i a  mA- 5 i B  

"event(s)" 
"grave ( s ) " 
"parcel ( s ) "  

* '  branch(es) *' 

" co 1 ocas i a ( s 
"kernel ( S I "  

" 

"nos t r i 1 ( s ) " 
" a r m (  s ) '' 
"vein ( s ) *' 

" head ( s ) " 
"mouth ( s ) 
"intestine( s )  ' 

*' pen i s *' 
" heart ( s ) *' 

"abdomen(s)" 
" buttock ( s '' 

" teeth 
" bi rth ( s ) " 
"comb( s ) " 

" death ( s ) " 

" f ami 1 y/f ami 1 i E s " 
"twin ( s ) " 

'* bu r n i n g c oa 1 ( 5 ) " 
"forest(s 1" 
" thorn ( s ) " 
" pump k i n ( s ) " 
"plum fruit(s)" 
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l i -  y u ?  ma- y i r i  
l i -  k 3  ma- k 5  
l i -  b i  ma- b i  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  n o u n s  o f  g e n d e r  5/6 

l i -  piind2E ma- p u n d Z  
l i -  pa'  ma-  p a '  

l i -  ka ma- k 5  
l i -  d p a  ma- d q a  
l i -  1Sndt. mh- l e n d 6  
l i -  bhn ma- biin 
l i -  sili ma- siri 

" f i r e w  o o d  ( s ) " 
" p 1 a n t a  i n ( s 1 " 
" co 1 a n u  t ( s ) " 

"chame 1 eon( s )  '' 

" w i n g  ( s ) " 

" e g g  ( s ) 'I 

" f o o d "  
" kn i f e/ kn  i v e s  " 
" f a r m  h u t ( s ) "  
'' f i r e p  1 ace s t o r. t ( s ) " 

Gender  718 c--, b i -  

Nouns w h i c h  d e n o t e  p;-.rts of t h e  body .  
E-pSn b i -  p2in " t h  i g h  ( s ) " 

i- y i m  b i -  y t m  " t o n g u e ( s ) "  
E- t u  b i -  t u  " s hou 1 d e  r ( s ) " 

t- f i  b i -  f i  " b o n e (  s " 

t- j u  b i -  j u  " v a g  i n a ( s ) *' 

O t h e r  nouns 
E- 535' 
6 -  kAkAn 
i- k w i  
E- 160 
t- f i ln  
6- bljn 
E- dibAn 
i- t h b i  
i- f y 5 0  
i- y a 1 a  
E -  wil 

o f  g e n d e r  718 

b i -  s a '  

bi -k&ki?n 
b i - k w i  

b i -  1 6 0  
b i -  f u n  
b i -  bun  
bi-  d i b a n  
b i -  t 5 m b i  
bl'- f y S n  
b i -  y a l a  
b i -  w u  

" p r on  g ( s ) of pc, I L u p i ne ( s 1 '' 
" i nsec t ( s ) " 
" yam( s ) " 
" pa 1 m tree ( s ) '' 

"axe  ( s ) " 
"box ( es ) " 
" k e y  ( s ) " 
" s h o e  ( s ) " 
" b room ( s ) '' 

"word  ( s ) " 

" d e a t h  ceremony( ies)" 
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Gender 7 / 6  c-, ma- 

E -  kE m8- k l  '' hand ( s ) " 
E- kwi mB- kwi  " 1 eg( s ) '' 

Only two examples were found f o r  t h i s  gender 

Gender 9 /10  0-, 0--, 

Animal names 

0- kwi 

0- mbw5 
0- n j 6 '  
0- n g w i  

0- mbo' 

0- n y A '  

0- kirm 
0- kwt 

0- kwi  

0- mbwk 
D -  n j o '  

0- n g w i  

0- rnbo' 
D -  nyg '  

D- kicm 
0- kwk 

"bush r a t ( s ) "  

"dog ( s ) " 
" e 1 ephan t ( s ) " 

" p i  g( s ) " 

" squ i  r r e  1 ( s ) " 
" cow ( s ) '* 
" python ( s ) " 
" s n a i  1 ( s ) "  

Other nouns o f  gender 9 /10  

0- nda' D- ndh' "home( s ) "  

0- 5 i  0- S i  " sore  ( s ) " 
D -  s i 3  0- si3 I' t e r m i  t e  ( s ) " 
0- k t '  0- k6 '  

0- n y i  0- n y i  
w- k w Z  D -  k w i  
0- nts' 0- fit;' 
0- 18' 0- 18 '  

"cashew 
'* 1 ouse/ 
" p a r r o t  
"wooden 

' I  1 adder 

n u t  ( s ) " 

ice" 
s ) .' 

d rum(s ) "  

s ) 

0- oa55li 0- n g 3 3 l i  " vo i ce ( s ) " 
0- mb2n D -  mbkn " r i b (  s ) " 

Gender 9/8 0-, b i -  

c l a s s  8 p l u r a l .  Only two cases have been found. 

There a r e  f e w  examples o f  c l a s s  9 nouns w h i c h  have a 

0- y5 '  b i -y5 j '  " b o i l ( s ) "  

0- kbkwel i  ' b i -  k b k w k l i '  " t o r  t o  i se/ t u  r t 1 e ' 
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Gender 1 1 / 6  du- ,  ma- 

G e n e r a l l y  c l a s s  

a f f e c t s  t h e  number of 

c l a s s  E i s  t h e  o n l y  p 

were f c u n d :  

1 has few nouns i n  L B f 5 ' .  T h i s  f a c t  

nouns i n  gender 1 1 / 6  a s w e l l ,  though 

u r a l  f o r  c l a s s  11. Three t, ';imples 

dG-2 mh- dGi " nose ( s ) '' 

dh - i  r+A- d i i i  " 1 a t r  i ne ( s ) " 

dv- i rm mu- m a b l  * '  t e n  / twe n t y '* 

Gender 11/6 
WU- dGii 
~ h -  kii 
wir- ti 

WU- k&' 
wu- y a '  

wu- n3n 
w u -  l6r7 
wu- y3 
wu- mwt. 
w6- w s  
bw- i n  
bw- 5 

wu-/bw-, ma- 
ma- dGu 
ma- kir 
ma- ti 
ma- k a '  
ma- y a '  

mA- n5n  
ma- l a m  
ma- y 5  

ma- mwt5 
ma- w i  

ma- dG 
ma- bw5 

'' n i ght  ( s ) " 
"mount a i  n ( s ) " 
'' bed ( s ) " 

" f e n c e  ( s ) " 
" p ango 1 i n ( s 
" b i  r d (  s ) " 
' ( t r a p  ( s ) '' 
" f i s h  h o o k ( s ) "  
" f i nge r ( s 1 " 
"mar r i age ( s ) " 

" day ( s ) " 
'' t r e e  ( s ) " 

" 

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  whereas t h e  p l u r a l  mil-- r e p l a c e s  t h e  

wu- s i n g u l a r  p r e f i x  i n  most  of  t h e  i t e m s  above, t h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e  

o f  t h e  l a s t  i t e m .  The ma- p r e f i x  i s  i n s t e a d  a sGrt o f  doub le  

p r e f i x  t o  t h e  s i n g u l a r  p r e f i x  bw-. 
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! 
1 
1 

4 . 1 . 2  The S i n g l e  C l e s s  G e n d e r s  

i There are  n i n e  s i n g l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r s  i n  I . C f 5 ' .  T h e s e  
j 

j classes i n c l u d e :  l a ,  3 ,  5 ,  6 ,  6a ,  7 ,  1 1 ,  1 4 ,  i;nd 1 9 .  Though 

j class 6 is a p l u r a l  c l a s s  f o r  m a n y  s i n g u l a r  c l a s s c c ; ,  i t  C o n t a i n s  i 
some p l u r a l  n o u n s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  h a v e  s i n g u l a r  f o r m  i n  L B f j ' .  

Gende r  l a  0- 

The s i n g l e  g e n d e r  l a  con ta ins  o n l y  p r o p e r  n o u n s  s u c h  

0- n g 3  'I Ng o h  
D- s o n a  "Sona" 
0- t p p c  " Ep i e '' 
0- c l k n g w c  " E l a n g w e "  

as:  

0-  aksma " A k ama " 

Get7dcL 3 N- 
S l n g l e  g e n d s r  3 n o u n s  h a v e  n o  p l u r a l  f o r m s  I t ?  Lef5' as  

m- birmbi3 " a s h  e s " 

n- dbkh  * ' b u s h "  
n- Jumbi "01 1 t r o u g h "  

i n  T h e  f o l l o w - t n g  e x a m p l e s :  

Gender- 5 l i -  
T h i s  c lass  Gender  i s  made u p  m o s t l y  of non-c f ,un t  n o u n s  

Examples :  
l i -  f i '  " p u s "  
l i -  ban  ' I  p o v e  c t y ' I  

11-  bar, f o g  I'  

l i -  s i n  "moon '' 
l i -  f3rJ " f a t "  
l i -  b i  "b reas t  m i  1 k "  

l i -  khb  " yawn '* 
l i -  Zcmi,' '' :;nee z c  " 



G e n d e r  6 ma- 
As m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s i n g l e  c l a s s  

g e n d e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l u r a l  n o u n s  i n  t h i s  c lass  w i t 1 , s u t  

s i n g u l a r  forms. 

E x a m p l e s :  

ma- kAnga '' c h e s t  'I 

m a -  f i n d i r  so0 t * I  

m&- kkn ' *  be a n  s '' 

r&- t b m  " l i e s "  
mh- s & k & n  " t h a n k s  . '' 

G e n d e r  6a ma- 
T h i s  i s  a c lass  of l i q u i d  masses and a s  s u c h  n e u t e r  

Examp 1 e s 

mB- d i '  '' w a  t e  r '' 
ma- k i i  " b 1 ood " 
mii -  nph  " t i  r i ne  " 
ma- de  " r i v e  r '' 
m&- s c n  " s t a g n a n t  r a i n  water" - _  

Gender  7 L- 
T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  c l a s s  of n e u t r a l  n o u n s  is  L b f 5 '  

Examp 1 e s : 

E -  t h a n  
5- saka 
C- I t n  

5- d i l i m  
t -  d i '  
e -  k i r l  
t-  f i n j a  
E -  y 5 '  

C -  dGbL 

" f u f u 'I 

" m e l o n "  
" d a t e  palm l e a v e s "  
" h o n o  u r " 
" s h a d o w  " 
" sweat 
storm " 

" d a r k n e  s s " 

" r a i n y  s e a s o n "  
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Gender 11 du- 
GerLder eleven contains a few abstract nouns n i i i , C : i y :  
dG- l i r  a'SUn" 
dg- G "God I'  

dw- 5 '' 1 aught e r " 

Gender 14 wu- 
Single gender 

nouns 
Examples 

wlj- yGi 
wu- kwE 
wL- ndi 
wir- y 3  

w u -  di' 
wlj- s5n 
wu- y a '  

1 4  refers to uncountable and abstr-zct 

" honey " 
" sa 1 t ' I  

"rice" 
" s 1 eep" 
"weight" 
" shame " 
"length" 

Gender 1 2  fy- 

single gender. They are: 
The Only four nouns found for t h s  class belong to the 

f y -  Sqgii '  ' I  sand ' *  

fy- E n  "mush room" 
f y -  5 '  "wi Id pepper" 
fii " camwood" 



C H A P T E R  F I V E  

5 . 0  . T H E  CONCORDIAL MORPHEMES 

I n  Chapters 111 and I V  t h e  nouns, t h e i r  p r e f i x e s  and gender 

s y s ~ e r r ~  have been d iscussed.  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  d i s c r i b e  t h e  

concord system o f  L & f 5 ' .  The following featLir-es w i l l  be 

considered.  

5 . 1  Nunisrals: 1, 2 ,  3 . 4 ,  5 ,  "howmany" 

5 . 2  Possess ive  pronouns: 

lst, 2nd, 3 r d  persons s i n g u l a r  and 

lst, 2nd, 3 r d  persons p l u r a l  

5.3 Demonstrat ive prc.nouns: 

" t h a t / t h o s e  ment ioned",  " t h i s  one", and " t k ~ a t  b i - ~ e ' ~ .  

5 . 4  Q u a l i f i e r s :  "good" ,  " b i g " ,  " s m a l l " ,  w i c k  one?" and 

"ano the r "  

5 . 5  Sub jec t  concord w i t h  "who/which" 

5.6 A s s o c i a t i v e  conc ro rd  

5 . 7  Sunmary c h a r t  o f  t h e  concords 
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r 5 . 1  liumerals 

3 in-m:io t i - f j  

"ke rne l "  

7 6 - f i  E - f 3  
" b o n e "  

~-- - -_- - - - - -  
8 b i - h a k h  b i - b c  b i - l a n  b i - n i i n  bi-ti5i.t b c - t s i n  

I ,  . 
1 n s e c t s "  

14 bw-in u-fsr 
'' day 



A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t a b l e  5 . 1  t h e  v a r i o u s  numerbl stems a r e  

- f / p j  " 1 '' , - b i  " 2 " , - 1 & n " 3 " , - n i  i n " 4 " , - tan  " 5 " , - t& i r, 
"how mzny" 

Ir: can f u r t h e r  be observed from t h e  t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  

numercl p r e f i x  f o r  " 1 "  concords w i t h  t h e  s i n g u l a r  r,oun 

c lasses  as f o l l o w s :  

CL 

1 

3 

5 

7 

9 
11 

14  

19 

Concord 

n- 
ti- 
1- 

E -  

a- 
d i  - 

U- 

0- 

Here a r e  a few examples o f  d i f f e r e n t  s i n g u l a r  c l a s s  nouns 

and t h e i r  numeral concords. 

ii- l a '  h- fj "one branch" 
li- shr, li- f 5  "one t o o t h "  
E-khkan L-fS "one i n s e c t "  

r)wi - p j  "one p i g "  
dit-b d i - f S  "one God" 
wu-n5n u-f5 "one b i r d "  

The p l u r a l  c l a s s e s  o f  nouns have t h e  f o l l o w i K g  concord 
p r e f i x e s  . 

CL Concord 
9 bS- 
4 m i  - 



6 rk- 

8 t)i - 
10 i- 

Fere are examles of these nouns and their numeral concords 

b- alGn ba- la$n "three daughters' 
mii- 19' mi- t B n  "five branches" 
m a - s G r ,  ma- bi "two teeth" 
b i - k&i,8n bi -ni i n "four insects" 
ngwi 6-teir, "howmany pigs?" 

Numerals from "6" to "10"  and beyond take no concordial 
morphenes :as  in these examples 

k6 '  ntj.6 "six fowls" 
mh- y 5 '  "eight thorns" 
m i  -m&r, Syaambi "seven kernels" 
bi-160 dphn "ten palmtrees" 
rnB-lk lib6 "nine stones" 
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1 0  kwi  e-my5 t - w 3  6-m5 i-si e-nyc k - b j  
"bush r a t s "  

1 1  d u i  di-rn4.i d i -w5 di-rn5 d i - s i  d i -ny6  d i - b 5  
*' 1 a t r  i ne" 
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TEible 5 . 2  shows t h e  d i f f e r e n t  concords o f  t h e  l s t ,  2nd and 

3rd  persons s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  of  t h e  possessive pronouns. 

The sterrs o f  t h e  pronouns a r e :  

"my " *' your '' *' h i s / he r " s9. 
- m j E  - W 5  - m3 i 

I 
" ou r " " you r " " t h e i r "  P1. - _  
- S C  - n y c  - b3 

The concords f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  a r e  as follows: 

T 5 . 2 . 1  

C L  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Concord CL Concord 
0- 8 bi - 
b&- 9 i- 
tt- 10 t- 
mi - 1 1  d i  - 
l i -  14 ii- 
ma- 19 ii- 
E -  
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From Chart 5 . 2 . 1  ?t can be noted that the tone:- on all the 

concords are high but for class 1 which has zerv concord and 

class 9 which carries a low tone. 

Possessive pronouns in L B f 3 '  always occur after- the noun 

unlike the case in English. Here are some t,amples f o r  

comoarison: 

1 )  E-bbr, E-mE5 "my box" 
box my 

2 )  li-ban li-bj "their poverty" 
poverty their 

3 )  nd8' E-& " ou r house " 
house our 

In English possessive pronouns which occur aftkr the noun 
as in the constructions below are unattested in L e f 3 ' .  

4 )  the box is mine 
5 )  the matiey is theirs 
6 1  the c a r  is ours 
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T 5.3 Demonstrative Pronouns 

C L  Example that/those this one that orlc 
mentioned 

___________________--______----------___---------- 
1 n- jib au- lj, ani- n ani- ni 

'' t h i ef " 

2 ba- sbn ab- iia 
"friends" 

b2,- n ba- n i  

3 m- b&' i rn rn -  5 
" par ce 1 " 

mu- n mu- ni 

4 mi- k 3 '  immi -a  
" ropes " 

mi- n mi- ni 

di- n d i -  ni 

6 m&- b5 Cmm- 6 ma- n ma- ni 
" pumpk i ns '' 

7 1- fi ty- a yi- n y i -  ni 
"bone I '  

8 bi-kAkAn bib- 5 
"insects" 

bi- n bi- ni 

9 rn- birl c y -  6 i n i -  n ini- ni 
'' goat " 

10 kw i  iy-5 y i -  n yi- ni 
"bush rats" 

11 d i j i  ad- 51 Z di- n di- ni 
" 1 a t r  i ne" 

____--___________-______________________-------- 
1 4  wh-kir ab-ha 

"mountain" 
bir- n bu- ni 

19 fy-3' ab-bs 
" mu s h room " 

bir- n bu- ni 
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As seen on t a b l e  5 . 3 ,  t h e  concords o f  t h e  dsmonstrat ive 

pronouns va ry  a l o t  f r o m  one c l a s s  t o  another and f rom one 

pronoun t o  another .  

5.3.1 The demons t ra t i ve  concords:  

CL 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 
7 

concord CL concord 

Bw-, a n i -  8 b i b - ,  bi -  

ab-, bti- 9 i y - ,  c n i -  

Ernmi - ,  m i -  l l  ad-, d i -  
i d y ,  d i -  14 ad-, bi! 
Ernm-, ma- 19 ab-, bi!- ' 

t y - ,  y i -  

i m m - ,  rnu- 10 l y - ,  yk- 

The above c h a r t  5 . 3 . 1  shows t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  

pronoun The 

demonstrat ive pronouns f o l l o w  t h e  nouns t h e y  q u a l i f y  i n  t h e  same 

way as t h e  possess ive pronouns 

'' t h a t  / t hos e men t i one d *' and '* t h i s / t h a t " . 

A few examples: 
bA- sirn kb- 135 " t h e  f r i e n d s  a f o r e  ment ioned'  

l i -  k5 d i -  n " t h i s  egg" 
k w  i y i - n i  " t h o s e  bush r a t s "  
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T 5 . 4  The Q u a l i f i e r s  

7 si-mbas s i - s ) ; $ n  s i - n n 5 n  si - tC k5n  si -is s i - p s i ’  

8 bi-mbah bt-s$;n b i - n n s n  b i -  ti k i n  b&f5 b i - p s s ’  

9 E - m b a s  &-svSn  &-nnSn E - t i k i n  E-f 5 &-ps i  ’ 
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The sterns of the qualifiers included o n  table 5 . 4 :  

- rnb55 "good" ( 1 ) 
- sG5n "all o f  i t "  ( 2 )  

- nnSn "the hig one" ( 3 )  

- tikjn "the small one" ( 4 )  

- fii "which one?" ( 5 )  

- p G '  '' ano t he r " ( 6 ) 

All the above stenis and their concords occur attcr 
the nouns. 

The qualifier conccrds 
CL. 1 

1 t 

2 ha 
3 rnU 

4 rni- 
5 1 i- 
6 ma- 
1 si- 
8 hc- 
9 i- 
10 t-  
l l  di- 
14 WU- 

19 U- 

Except for classes 1 and 7 whose concords vary a little, a11 

the other classes have the same concord running through all the 

qualifiers. The concords prefixes for the qualifier "another" 

take low tones except class 10. The concords prefixes f o r  all 

the other qualifiers carry a high tone except class $ 5 .  
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Char t  5 . 5  S u b j e c t  concords 

C L  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

e 
9 

10 

11  

14 

19 

R.  Pron 
a- 
a- 

t m- 
cm- 
5-  
1 m- 
t- 
t- 
2- 
2- 
a- 

2- 
a- 

Sub jec t  Concord Examples 

Vb 
SI 

b5 
t i  

m i  
d i  

m a  

2 
bi 
d i  
d i  

d i  
bii  
l3- 

1 n-jiim a-wa 

'' husband who 
S R Pron. 

2 b-a '  2- bw5 
s u b j .  R P r o n  
"peop le  who 

3. n-ki  c m- ma 

S R Pron 

" v i l l a g e  wh ich  

4. mi-b2' c m - m i  
S R Pron 

a 15' 
V Neg 

i s  

bb 
V 
ar,e 

il 

v 
i s  

mi - 
V 

a nyC, 
N 
ill" 

l E l i 9 a '  
Adv. 
ill" 

k55l i 
Adj .  

b i g "  

ljli 
Adj .  

n i c e "  
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5 .  

6. 

7 .  

8 .  

9. 

IO 

1 1 .  

14 

19  

li- f i n  5da 

S R Pron 

" t h e  f o r e s t  which 

mh-  ka6 5. m- rn5 

S R Pron 
"cocoyams which 

e-  ltlng.3 i- y a  

S R Pron 

" p a l  r n w i  ne which 

b i - h w i  6 -  bps 

S R Pron 

" t h e  yams which 

k i i k w i l  i t-y; 
S R Pron 

" a  t o r t o i s e  which 

n j 6 '  2- y5 
S R Pron 

"e lephants  which 

dh-i 2-da 
S R Pron 

"a  l a t r i n e  which 

bw-Zlh 2- bW5 

S R Pron 
"a  canoe which 

f y-3 ' a- bwa 

S R Pron 
" w i l d  pepper which 

d i  - y a b i n i  

V Prep. 

i s  f a r "  

m i -  p y s t i  

V Adj . 
a r e  s o f t  " 

e -  k p j t i  

V Adj .  

i s  sour "  

b i  - k t n j  i 
V Adj .  

a r e  d r y "  

d i  ma-kenjo 

V Ad j 

i s  cunning" 

k k i  

Adj 

are  huge" 

d i  san i  

V Ad j 

i s  c lean"  

bir k 5 l i  
V Ad j 

i s  b i g "  

G- fya 
V A d j  

i s  h o t "  
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5.6 ASSOCIATIVE COt4CORDS 

Associative markers occur between two sets c;f nouns to 

indicate the relationship of possession which exists between the 

nouns. The class prefix of the first noun always determines its 

associative markers. Examples of these concords ~ I t t  presented 

below following the vaiious noun classes 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 .  

5. 

6. 

7 .  

8 .  

9. 

mw-Sn mir ti-fjn(cl1) "the chi Id of the c . i l i e f "  
child AM chief 

b&-kSn ba ti-fjn "guests of  the ch 
guests AM chief 

h-lG mir nda' (c19) "roof of a house 
head AM house 

ET'' 

ml'-r;&ng.5a m i  bw-s(cl.14) " roo ts  of a tree" 
roots AM tree 

li-bi li nyk'(c1.9) "the breast of a cow" 
breast AM cow 

ma-bi rn& rnbtil(cl.9) "the droppings o f  a goat" 
droppings AM goat 

l-ningan e ma-ft(cl.6) "affinity o f  the twins" 
1 ove AM twins 

bi-15' b i  ba-fSn(c12) "spears of title holders" 
spears AM title holders 

ngi nya 6 ai-ll(cl.5) "hardness of stcne" 
strength AM stone 
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11. dw-2 di 
laughter AM 

14. wG-lhm ir 
trap AM 

19.  fy-a"n i 
mushroom AM 

ns jog5  s5ngj(cl . 9 )  "dogs of ii tjunter" 
hunter 

mu-nyiaC(cl.3) "laughter of j o y "  

joy 

sclS(cl.9) "the first trap" 
first 

yAnS(cl.9) "mushroom of yest6rdzy" 
yesterday 

In the associative concords classes 7 ,  10 and 15 have a 

common associative marker [ e l  with a high tone. .Class 9 has the 

same marker with a low tone [ E l .  All the markers of  the rest of 

the classes bear a h i g h  tone. There seem to be a tone r 

assimilation between the first nou n and its  class marker as 

found in classes 3, 4 ,  7, 10 and 1 4 .  In the above dati only the 

second noun is given a class indication. The first noun and 

concord marker follow the serial class numbers. 
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T 5 . 6  Concord Summary Chart  
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C O N C L U S I O N  

This study has shown that LBf5’ has 15 noun classes as 

compaired to the 2 3  enumerated for proto-Bantu by Welmers 

(1973:165)*L&f5’ ‘Noun classes lnclude: 1, la, 2 ,  3 ,  4, 5, 6, 

6a, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1 ,  14 and 19. Fifteen out of tiicnty three 

classes of proto-Bantu is quite an appreciable number- for LBf5’ 

noun classes in view of the fact that no one Bantu language has 

all the 2 3  proto-Bantu noun classes. Acccording to Gutherie 

( 1 9 6 7 )  the range i s  between ten and twenty. It h z s  also been 

noticed th&t suffixes are not a feature o f  LBf5’ noun class 

system. 

Though the prefihrs of classes la and 9/10, c I O ,  L ~ S  1 and 

3 ,  and classes 6 and 6a look formally identical, an explanation 

for the semantic distinctiveness has been given. 

It was also noticed that some LBf5’ classes like 9/10, 7/8, 

5/6 and 3/4 have many nouns whereas classes 1 1  and 19 have too 

few. These last two classes are probably being tkireatened by 

extinction . 

The L P f 5 ’  concord morphemes have been presented in chapter 

five and a summary o f  the concords is contained in chart(T5.6) 

The gtudy also reveals that there is flux and innovation in 

LBf5’ noun classes. For instance nouns which are sufiposed to be 
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in class 6a, all of B sudden find themselves in different 

c 1 asses. 

Example 
l i -  fi2 (c1.5) “palm oil“ 
6 -  b3m (c1.7) “catarrh ” 
i- di’ ( ~ 1 . 7 )  ’’ sweat “ 

These and ear1;er mentioned examples mark dynamism and innovation 

in LBf5’ class system but st the same time weaken rhe semantic 

criteria in noun class assignment. This is wtiy the formal 

criteria: the system o f  affixes i s  more reliable. 

Lef3’ research prcjspects 

It is generally agreed that the lexicon of a language, its 

phrase structure such as; noun phrase, verb phrase, adjectival 

phrase, prepositional phrase etc, which build up thc: clriuse or 

sentence, are basic to the understanding of the functioning or 

grammar of any given lznguage. Radford ( 1 9 8 8 )  refers to these 

structures as syntax. Since this work only deals with the 

description of LBf5’noun class system, a lot still has to be 

done. Besides the study of other phrasal constituents in LBfj’, 

the alphabet still has to be provided. This would make 

possible the readins and writing o f  L&f3’ literhture and the 

translation of vital documents into LBf5’. 
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A P P E N D I X  

I L i s t  of maps 

map I S.  West a n d  L i t t o r a l  p r o v i n c e s  o f  Cameroon 

map I1 Merne D i v i s i o n -  p h y s i c a )  f ea tu re s .  

map I11 S u b - D i v i s i o n  i n  M e m e ,  Bafo a n d  h e r  ~ ~ e i g h b o u r s  

map I\’ MKanenguba (Mbo) c lus te r  

map V L i n g u a g e s  of S. West province  i n  C m e r o o n  

11 L i s t  o f  c h a r t s  

T 1 .  L * f 5 ’ ,  &kzmse a n d  Bakundu cogna te s  

T 1 . 2  Leis’ C o n s o n a n t s  

T 3 .1  Summary of noun  c l a s s  p r e f i x e s  a n d  some concords 

’ T 4 . 1  D o u b l e  Class  G e n d e r s  

T 5 . 1  Numera l  c o n c o r d s  

T 5 . 2  P o s s e s s i v e  p r o n o u n  c o n c o r d s  

T 5.3 Driiionstrative p r o n o u n  c o n c o r d s  

T 5 . 4  Q u a l i f i e r s  c o n c o r d s  

T 5 . 5  S u b j e c t  c o n c o r d s  

T 5.6 C o n c o r d  s u m m a r y  c h a r t .  
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