Y LA B AN LA
1.4 o

’ LI DR B I M N ) M R RN M D r.';i.-im} !|,|
U G R ! RLE LU

TR SUTE RN G U EL F SRR LR LG H S TR 'r‘!v'!-!!l'i-r-!'
VLT OO oGO U ta g ol

UNIVERSITY “OF YAOUNDE
* Université de Yaoundé

FACULTY OF LETTERS , ' DEPARTMENT OF AFRICAN.

AND SOCIAL SCIENCES ~ o ~ LANGUAGES AND UINGUISTICS §8
Faculté des Lettres ' Département des Langues
— - " . - - - u| -
. et Sciences Humaines . . Africaines et Linguistique .

 PHONOLOGY OF MMEN
. ESQUISSE PHONOLOGIQUE
DU MMEN

a8y

'Grace Beh AGHA

{B. A. French/English)

2 A disserfation submitted as partial fulfilment for the award of the posf-grch-a"ie'_g |

diploma (MAITRISE) in Linguisfics. 'r é
=
=

Superviged by :
Mrs Rose Zoe OBIANGA

Yaounde, September {567




Wt

A R

R s D U

b2

PABLE OF CONTENTS

DEDI CATION' ‘§ P . 4 = . . .-

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . « . . « . .

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ., . . .

CHAPTER 0Q :

INTRODUCTION

BT 5 sa DA
wile Laa

—

0.1.
0.2,

L] -
L] -
. .

Geographical situation

Historical Background

-

L4 - L *
L] L] L -
L - L] L]

0.3. TFurpose and Method of Study , . .

0.%.1. Purpose .

G.3.2.

ethiodolary

. -

.

ite claasir’

- v - .

Code  mgn the Tuoiminee; § s
and pravicus linguistic work . . .

Cu5e Trhe dat: and ormovization of the we
e dota rosourees .. . . . . .

G.bWl

G52, Crornigaticr o il

i : ot PO PR TN GLN U8 O 4
1.1, Conscenanis o o o i . .
T. 0.1, Frooenia rooadjest oy
2.2 Vow=le , o0 . . . . .
1.2, Fheoneblis ranligation

IT o UYLLL T U2R5ITVRE AllD
ID Pty a2 S O)

7., uedlale sdencinre Lo

I1.°. aloey e baidon prehlenr

IT 00 7 Yia e o 0.

IT1.7.0. ialatlizidlon . o .

11.2.3, Fre—ranalization o .

-

. . . .
- - . *
L] . . .
- . ) -

izteitatiorn in svllables

Vin -.:—}J . \
. L] - . -
L ] - - 4 .
O Y
L] L - - -
- L] . L]

D

Ay




CHAPTER III : SUPRASEGMENTAL PHONOLOGY

i I1I.1. Vowelleng’th e 8 b+ & 8 4 B 4 s & s s = 67
III.2. TODEB - . . L [ B ) L] L] * L ]

III,2.1. Phonemic tone contrast . . . + 4 « . . 68

ITI.2.2. TLexical tone « « v v o oo v v o o o« 0
III.2,3,' Fonosyllabic noun roots e v e e e s e 72

I1T.2.4., Verb tones . . + « o « « R

CONCLUSION + « o o o o o s o o o o o o o o s s 4 o o oo T
BIELIOGRL&}iY . .. . . . . . . -» - . . » . -




DEDICATION

To My Beloved Mother,
Mrs._ H. E. AGHA
And my Sister S.U. AGHA,

whose attitude and silence

towards suffering and provocation \
had always inspired me L _ h
during hard times.

To my loving father and

-

Children whose respective
deaths have been the hardest
blows I had and have ‘boE
accept,

Late SIMON AGHA ( + 1983 )
Late KUDI ASAH ( + 1985 )
Late UTIA ASAH ( + 1987 )

i May they find here
a sign of gratitude for

f what they have always done and meant

and for what they shall ever mean to me,

o iR R R A S re R e




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A study of this nature would never had been realized
ithout help.

I wish to express my deep felt gratitude to my supervisor

Mrs ROSE ZOE OBIANGA for her constant help and
encouragement despite other commitments.
Migs ELLEN JACKSON, SIL, Yaounde for her disﬁoni-

bility and pieces of advice whenever she could.

- All those who taught me,

My uncle, ECHU SAMUEL, for all what he did
during this school year and previous years

The families DJOMBI and NOUMOSSIE for the moral
and material support they could provide,
Lieutenant AGHA ROBINSON and ECHU HENRY are not
forgotten.

The informants ﬁho sacrificed time and energy
to see that this research work be a reality.
Mr, VENSU Alfred -CHIN, Mr. .. MENDI VITALIS,
JOSEPH UTIA and Mr. MBOLO BEKOLO should find here
a sign of gratitude for their sleepless nights,

Friends and relatives whose names have been expli-

citly omitted are not left aside.




LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

> Consonant
Nasai
Vowel
Semi=vowel
Noun

Verd

Ad jective
Adverd
Singular
Plural
That is
For example

Phonetic data

LT .

Phonemic data
English gloss

is actualized as nasalized

High tone
Mid tone

Low tone

T
%A

Loy

iy
o

o s e
LTS




Q’ - - 1 -
CHAPTER 00
INTRODUCTI ON

7 ~ In thie piece of work, we attempt a phonological study of
'ﬁifﬂmsn. a language spoken in Menchum Division, North West Pro-
__Eivince of the Republic of Cameroon,

The spéakers call themselves Hmsn. Although neighbours

§ call them as well as their language Bafmen and Adminigtration
J:know them By;Bafmeng, Mmen population accept with less or no
_j*resentment the two appellations i,e. Mmen and Bafmeng or even

- Bafumeng.

1 It should be noted that Mmen or Bafmeng is most of the time
;| referred to one of the villages where Mmen language is.spoken,
%t vhile it is spoken in Mmen, Cha? Nyos, Kuk and Kung villages,

éﬁ The language found in the above mentioned villages is the same,
%g"spoken with no modifications., Mmen presents no dialects.

The language and its speakers are little known out of the

éj'division. But after the famous but.dreadful Nyos disaster:

‘,gfisdme natives and a group of preachers among whom Manje Gabriel :

'} ana Sister Anne Woods attempted in Nyos disaster and Cfietﬂag

1 at Bafmeng for Lake Nyos victims, 1986, respectively to make

gifkngw and understand the various difficulties that the people
i' face, However, thie was purely based on the history of the area
‘5  a8 they wished to draw government's attention on the intimate |
i1 rélationship that has alﬁays existed between Nyos elements and ;
 their neighbouring relatives..

It should also be noted that the Fons or Chiefs of these

5'  villages are said to be cousins.
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0,1, Geographica) Situation

The villages of Mmen, Cha?, Nyos, Kuk and Kung where

'hmsn.language is spoken are located in the South East of Aghenm

(Wum), capital of Menchum Division,
It is quite difficult to get to these villages due to

 the bad condition of the'road. Sister Woods in Cry-die at

Bafmeng for Lake Nyos victimg, 1986 notes that it takes twelve
minutes by air but three hours by road for one to get to Mmen

. village from Wum.

Mmen has about sixty thousand speakers who live along

side_with.non-mmsn elements namely the Pulanis and Hausas,

Most of the people are farmers producing primarily corn, ground- ..
33-nuta.'rice, beans for subsistance. They also produce some cash

5 crops Coffee, They live in widely scattered compounds with

each compound containing a single family unit which is often

related to the families of neighbouring compounds. Their

. houses are built with mud bricks and roofed with thatching
‘grass as most traditionally built houses in the northwestern o

. region of Cameroon.

A falrly large segmeht of the population has undergone

- a rapid social change as a result of their recent migration

to the neighbouring towns. An increasing number of the young
men are tending to move away (at least temporarily) to the R
larger cities of Bamenda, Buea, Douala and Yaounde in search

of "education™ and work,

Mmen elements live to agree with their other members of -

neighbouring villages as they attend perlodlcal markets toge-'
ther namely in the North, the Mekaf, the Kom in the South,

..a..s__a......s_.__..._..tA-—.._l.-l.—. i Q- Ry Sa—" T —
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fically,;nmsn villages are found on the way to Fundong. (map
1 locates Mmen villages in Cameroon).

0,2 t ) ound

Nkwi and Warnier in Elemggté for History of the wbsterh=
grassfields, 1982 clasairy Mmen villages under the Chap groﬁ?.
They assert that they arrived the region as part of the migr%-
tion movements that brought thé Kom (they present a similar
pattern of societyt the matrilineal pattern), Isu and Bafut.
to the Western grassfields., Their traditions seem to reflect
political alliances and mutual exchange of institutlions. They
claim they travelled _south through Oku and Achain and finally

| settled definitively south of Bum;- They further believe that
they settled with Isu and Bafut at Ndewum near Nyos, The

-

~ founder of Mmsn and Fungom and his followers are said to have
been the first to break offy Bafut would have followed next,
then came Nyos, Kuk and the rest. The exact order of dispersal
f:og'Ndewum.isunce;taip. ‘The Chap came from the direction ﬁf -
ﬁéo; crossed Kom ana settled at ﬁdéwum;' it is from théfe fhﬁt
the different groups left in search of more suitaﬁle gettle~

ments.

- 0,3, Purpose and Method of Study

0,3.1, Purpose: Phonology, as a part of linguistics, presents
its own importance as it deals with the sound systems of
languages, Through é phonological study, one can give the
gstructure of any given language, It is only through a phono~

logical study of a language that one can possibly determine _'
pertinent sounds or distinctive sounds. ‘
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Since no linguistic work has so far been done in Mmen,
this attempt of the phonology of Mmen will hopefully provide
a wider area for more Bfudiea in the language. This can also
serve as a foundation for the development of the writing sys~
tem of the language thus providing Cameroon with a writteh
language added to its then existing list of written languages.

0.3.2. Methodologys This work is basicelly divided into

' Bantoid subgroup of Benue-Congo Language. (Grap 1 locates

three parts namely the syllable structures, the sound system

and the tone system of Mmen language. This study will then

- focus on the various segmented and pitch phonemes, the possi-

ble combination of sounds into syllables and the structure of
syllabley the study of phonemes, phonemes seen as they contrast
with other phonemes or seen as being made of allophones with

particularities imposed on them by a given environment.

O.4%, Mmen the languages its classification and previous
linguistic work.

According to Atlas Linguistigue du Cameroun, (ALCAK), 1983,
Mmen is classified as one of the languages that make up the

Ring sub-group of the Western grassfields languages under the

Mmen in grassfields languages).
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" GRAPH _1s Mmen in grassfields languages

Sourcets Atlas Linguistigue du Camercun, 1983,

Although Mmen is classified and accepted as a distinct
language from Aghem and Kom, their respective speakers believé-
 and agree that there‘is a degree of intelligibility between the:
three and sometimes eveﬁ go as far as remarkiqg that they are
surely related.-

No linguistic comparison has so far been done between the
three but as time goes some might be needed. ALCAM notes that
although the three languages (Aghem, Kom and Mmen) are parts |
of the Ring languages, Aghem is considered a Ring West Languége,f
" while Mmen and Kom are distinct Ring central languages.

However, no linguistic study has been carried out on

Mmen yet, (Map 2 - locatesMmen among the grassfields'Bantu

| languages of Cameroon

Yo
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1045, _The dats and organigation of the work

From a corpus of a given number of words, we could with

the help of informants meke up a data and organize our linguis-~
tic study. | |

0,5%,1, The data t sources: This work is based on a corpus of

about a thousand words collected through the help of the fol-
.:lowing four informants: |
= Mrs, Ndong Baba Grace, a native of Mmen resident in Wum,
= Mr, Pong Thomas, a nurse in the Provincial'ﬁoapital Bamenda,

native of Mmen and resident in Bamenda. . §
= Mr, Jam Michael Tang, teacher in the Catholic_School, New E
’_ Town Mmen, native of Mmen and resident in Mmen. |

*J = Mr, Manje Gabriel, worker in the Presidency of Yaounde, g

Department of Linguistic Services, native of Mmen and

resident in Yaounde, : §

'%:.0.5,2. Organization of the work:

1 Chapter I is based on Segmental Phonology i.e. here we

ri; study the sounds and phonemes of Mmén,

i Chapter II deals with supra—segmental.phonology i.e. basicé}ly
' the various tones of the language,

Chapter III takes account of the syllable structure and |

: problems of Interpretation and finally the last part deals with '_

the conclusion.




—59 =

CHAPTER _ ONE _
SEGMENTAL PHONOLOGY

In this chapter, first, the consonants will be discussed
an& then the vowels. Both sections will exhibits

a)- a chart of the phonetic entitlies actually heard;

b)- evidence for declaring certain of these entities to
be in phonehic contrast or allophonic variations

¢)- a chart of the final phonemes;

d)~ a technical descriptive statement of each phoneme
and its variants and

e)- a fregquency statement of the phonemes as they occub
in words. |

| lll these points will jointly be discussed as we progress

in our analysis,

I1?,1, Consonants

1#.1.1 Phonetic féaliiafiop: The larger number of apparent

‘consonant clusters' which have already been analyzed as basic
single cohsonant plus the prpéodiéa of pre-nasalization, 1abia-.
lization and palatalization ﬁill'not be considered further.

Instead, the remaining set of what could appear to be ‘basic

consohants' will be described i.e..'the full set of conso-

nants distinguished from each other'b} the parameters of -
voieing, manner and pbint of articulationﬁ
The following chart exhibits theif phonetic characteris-
tics, The phones are grouped intos
- vertical columns according to point of articulation

(bilabial, labio—dental, alveolar, pre-palatal, palatal, velar:

plottal snd labio-velar.
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 1#,1.2., Phonemic contrastss The consonant phonemes on the
chart to follow have been obtained through given analysis.

An analysis that requires that sounds whiéh could be said to

| be allophones be contrasted in words (initial, intervocalic

and final.,posi+icn5 if possible)., Each sound is hereby giﬁen
| its due phonemic status on the basis of its contrasts with
other sounds. Throughout the analysis, we might make use of
near minimal pairs and words from different grammatical classes

whenever neced be,

The phoneme /p/

/p/ is realized zs the VOiceless oral bilabial plosive
stop in most environments. It appears in Mmen only word ini-
' tially and intervocalically and never closes a syllable, It
owes its phomemic status to the following contrasts. /p/ can

be labialized [pw] or palatalized [pYJ. {see 1.2).

p/b /Spasd/ [ipésé] prep. ‘against’ ]
/5vasd/ [ibﬁsé] N .- . . 'soup"
- /tepsn/ [tepﬁnj N *jaws’
- /teban/ Ltevayl N 'tobaceo’
p/m /sépd/ Usspal Vb 'to mend*
/sany/ (samal Yo 'to swim'
/1p6'/ Ups ] N 'squash’
/im3/  Limd] N ‘vigit!
p/w  /pad/ Lptal N ‘father®
/waa/  Lwaal N ‘cup'
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The_phoneme /b/

/b/ is actualized as the voiced oral bilabial plosive
stop in all environments and attested in the language word
initially and word intervocalically. Although rare, it is a
ﬁhﬁnemé due to these contrasts; We have taken into considera-

tion the sound that follows the said phonemes in some exam=

f;f_Ples;

DZR see p/b

b/ mb

/8bas/ Lébas] N * jama=~ jama soup'
/imbas/ Limbas] N '‘kind of soup’

The phoneme /mb/

/mb/ is realized as the voiced pre-nasalized bilabial
stop Lmbl, It is actualized as a single sound segment and

due to the following contrasts, it is a phoneme. It is labia-

lized at word initial position before {u, a, a], in single

closed syllabic words ending with the lateral L1] or in
éinglé open ‘syllabic words ending with the -low unround'bral
central vowel [a], before the mid rouhd oral back vowel foJ

in disyllabic words.

mb/p see p/mb
mb/b  see b/mb

mb/m _
/mba/ Lmbwt ] N *shoulder'
/mt/ (sl ¥b ‘wear'
mb/nx

/mbam/ (mbam] N 'sneke
/nyan/ Unyam] N ‘beast’
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—— /mb&m/ [mb&m] N:. ‘shake*
fwan/  Lwam] Vo ‘lie’

mb/ nd |

= /mban/ {mbam] N ‘snake’
/naam/ (naam]l N "1ife"

The phoneme /m/

/m/ remains the voiced bilabial nasal stop in all envi-

~ronments i.e. initial, intervocalic and final positions in

words or in syllables., It can be syllabic (mostly at word ini-
-tial | rosition before given consonants as already discussed
under Chapter I) as well as non syllabic. It is always voiced
} and contrasts with other bilabial sounds as well as its nasal

counterparts,

m/p see p/m

n/b see - b/m

m/mb gee mb/ m

ELE - /m&/ Lma ] Vb ‘_ 'wear'
/n&/ (Ln¥al) N *iron'

/s838n/ Leénj®n] Vb,  'to sing'

/séjén/ {sénjén] N ‘shirt’
n/ny /ipam/ L[ipam] prep. ‘behind"
/Spany/ Iipény] N 'hate'
/&pam/ {épam] N 'testis®
/apany/ Lapany] N ‘fufu corn’
Jei=/ Jpeaml N ‘wael '
/gény/ lngényl N ‘proverb’
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/mdeds/ Lmbsdsl N ‘head louses'
/nded/ Lnsss] N ‘shadows’
/m&nape/ Imandpél] N ‘twins*
/mamacd/ {vémacd ) y ‘elephant’
/ug/ (oG] N ‘water’

/va/ (%] N '‘peelings"

The Phoneme /f/

/f/ is actualized as the voiceless labio-dental fricative
in most environments. It is found in word initial. intervocalic
and final positions. It is articulated with the tip of the
tongue behind the lower teeth. It contrasts with his other
fricatiﬁe counterpartes as well as other sounds as follows.

It is sometimes palatalized (see Chap. I.2.3).

3 742N o P .
= /sire/ [ee2]l N 'cutlass’
/tven/ Ufvenl N '‘witches'
£/pf - |
/see/ Lsge]l N ‘cutlass’
/1p£€/ [ipf&] Vb ‘faint®
/foham/ Lfeham] vb ‘mat
/ptohd/ [pfah&] Vb ‘exgrete'
/g
= [afds/ Lards] N ‘gas"

/&ads/ Lasds] N *broom’
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/£6/ Csa] w ‘give'

/s8/  Te8] N "bottom'

/ e/ [féJ_ 'Vb - 'gee’

/s€&/ Cee] w *glaughter’

The phoneme_/V/ |

/v/ is the voiced oral labio—dental fricative in all

environments, It contrasts with fricatives and other sounds.
It is a phoneme rarely attested in Mmen. It is found at
initial and intervocalic positions and is never attested at

word final position.

v/t see £y

v/s |
/03vd/ [Uévéj N ‘hen'
/nds5/ [n3es] N *shadows '
¥/z L .
/va/ Lval N 'child of"
/agi/ WLzéa) . Yo . ‘allew' i .
v/w _ , '
-  /v&/ Lval N ‘child of"
/Van/ [¥am] Vb ‘lie"

The phoneme /t/

/t/ is realized as the voiceless oral alveolar plosive
gstop in most environments. It is realized Ltw] before the
front oral unround high vowel (il at intervocalic position
or at word final syllable, It is attested at initial position |
(where it is pre-nasalized before Lel intjd and at intervocalic.

position., It is due to its contrasts with other sounds that

it is considered a phoneme,
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1t8/ (gl
/ae/ Tael
/ton/ [tﬁn]
/aon/ Ldadn]
_/iéﬁl Ls+%)
/5a6/ [saal

Jatar/ Lata]
/ada/ (aaal
i te /te/ Ltel
/tst/ [tst]

fde /ten/ Ltem]

Adj.
N

Adj.
Vb

Ve

Jazén/ Ldz2m] Vb

The phoneme /d/

"*/d/ is the voiced oral alveolar plosive stop. It can be

labialized or pre-nasalized at given environments (see Chap. f

1.2},

well as other phonemes,

vocalically, it is never found at final syllabic position.

4/t see t/d
and e/ Lasm)]

/nddn/ Lnddm]

/ddn/ Ladm]
/nddn/  {nddm]

It contrasts with its pre-nasalized counterparts as

Attested word initially and inter-

N

N or ¥b

N

‘difficult, explusive'

‘house’

‘crow of cock'’

‘sweet potatoes’

‘night?

‘honey'*

'snail’

'scar’

'gifficult, explusive'

‘pass'

‘shoot’

'sneeze’

*dry season'

‘bite!

'road’

‘vagina'
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Y1 /tas/ (ga6] N

/51a/  [f16] wo

The phoneme /s/

'honey'

‘punish’

/8/ is realiged as the voiceless oral'alveolar fricative

f in all environments i,e. initial, intervocalic and final posi-

s/z

/ e3mdm/ [sémbm].

[z8mdn/  Lz3mdm]

/sds8/  ULsdeal

/ed28/ {sd23]

/sand/ ULsandl]

/zand/ lzand]
s/f see /s
s/sh

/et/ Lst] n
./shi/ Lshi] Vb

/sé/ 1sél Vb
/shé/ Lshé]l n

/isi/ Liei] N

The phoneme /z/

It is relatively rare at initial position and is never attested

Vo

Yo

Yb
Vb

=

/isni/ [feni] N

/2/ is realized as the voiced oral alveolar fricative.

f}_tions. it is a'phoheme due to the following contrasts.

‘to ’(:as‘ce.l

'to try, to touch'

‘to rule'

'to'chew'

'‘scatter’ |

*smoke : !

‘tgizzard'

‘play’

*slaughter’

‘grave'

.eyel

'game‘
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t ward final position, Mostly found at intervocalic poeition
tis a phoneme due to the following centrasts. It is labia- |
jlized when attested in last syllable of words before Lil.

| z/e | see 8/z

z/sh
/zite/ [ztte] o ‘rest
/Shiltéf..lShi%té] Vb  ‘*scratch’
z/dz ' ‘ |
/ezo/ Uazo] Adj. 'cold!
/idzon/ Lidzdnl Adj.  dry?
/128/ L128]  aAdj. ‘clean’
/idzd/ 1f423] N '‘noige.
z/2h
/z6/ Lzdl Vb 'warm up'
/zhi/ ULznidl Vb ~ 'plant’
/zété/. Lzote) o *listen’
/andte/ anste] vo 'begin'

The phoneme /n/

/n/ is realized as the voiced alveolar nasal stop. It
"~ occurs in word at initial, inter#ocalic and final positions.
C Tt can be palatalized at given environment (see 1.2.4), It
is a phoneme on the basis of its contrasts with other nasal

or alveolar sounds.

see m/n

n/m
o/ _ _
e "/zéné/ {z8nd] Vb ~ ‘smoke*

/sényé/ \Lsanyel Vb ‘discuss’
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/atan/ [a1sp] N  tlaw! )
- /énany/ [én&ny] N ‘rock
/ed18/ Led18] wo ‘*to curse’
/sdnen/ LsénEUJ Yo ‘*to shake'
Qﬁn /sané/ Lsgne] wb. ‘scatter’
/sand/ Lsansl Adj. ‘happy’.

9 : The phoneme /1/

It is actuallzed as the oral voiced alveolar lateral in
311 environments i.e. initiml, intervocalic and final positions.
It is known to contrast with other sounds. It is labialized f

at word initial position in a single open syllabic word before i

1],

/ see d/1 ;
1/n see n/l

-,The-phoneme-/sh/"; . L e
/sh/ is realized as the voiceless oral pre-palatal .
fricative. It is attested in Mmen at word initial and inter—
‘vocalic positions and never finally, Although relatively 'f !

iare. it is a phoneme due to the following contrasts,

gh/s see _a/sh

Sh/z - see z/sh

h . ,
/isni/ U(fshil] N *game
/izht/ {f2nf] N -‘gain'

_/séshi/ Isdsnf] vo 'to play’
/sdzht/ Usszhf] vo 'to celebrate’ ‘ [ﬁ




The phoneme /zh/
/zh/ is actuslized as the voiced oral pre-palatal fri-

cative. It is attested at word initial and intervocalic posi-
tions, It is relatively rare and contrasts with its labialized

counterpart as well as other sounds.

zh[zhw

/zns/ Lzhf!l v 'to win, to eat®
/znve/ Lznwt] w ‘wife!

zh/sh see sh/zh

)

h/z see z/zh

The Qhoneme /zn¥/

It is /zh/ labialized, It is a phoneme due to the fol-

lowing contrasts,

zh¥/zh see zh/zhW

nv/ -
. 8/zh“i/ L2nvs | N ‘wife'
. /si/  Lsf] ,.N_,_. . 'gizzard'
zh"[c
/zn¥s/ lznwil] N 'wife!
let/  Tetl ) ‘pour’
Zhw/ W
/en¥s/ Lzn¥s] N ‘wife"
[c¥i/  Lcws] Vb ‘open'
th/iW
T /znvs/ {znwg] N ‘wife "
EL VAR ELY N ‘courtyard"

The phoneme /ny/

Joy/ is artioculeted as the volgad nassl nalatal stap dn

all environments., It is attested word initiamlly, intervoca-
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ically and finally, It is known to contrast with other nasals

r pre-nasalized sounds. To these contrasts, it owes its

“phonemic status. /ny/ is relatively rare in Mmen.

ny/m see m/ny
ny/n see n/ny
ny/mb see mb/ny

EMZX /nyi/ [nyi] N ‘mother’
Jyin/ Lyl w ‘run’

The phoneme /y/

Actualized as the oral voiced palatal glide or semi-vowel,
:/y/ contrasts with other sounds. It is attested at word ini-
.tial position and mostly at word intervocalic position and in
:some few cases at word final position, Quite rare in Mmen,

it derives its phonemic status from the following contrasts,

y/ny see ny/y
/iyag/ {iy?m] N - ‘root
In this example, the vowel Li] preceeding the sounds has

been taken into consideration.

The phoneme /k/

It is articulated as the voiceless oral plosive velar
gtop. It can be palatalized (I.2) in given environment or
1abislized, It contrasts with its labialized counterpart as

well as other souﬁds.
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k/kW
/ken/ Lxan] N "lie!
/x¥an/ Lx¥ig] N - 'boundary"
/ixe/ [fke] N ~ 'money
/fx¥e/ UfxWel N ‘arms*

kg :
/axe/ Laxe] N ‘gorilla’
/agd/ [&géJ N *antelope"
/ex8/ Laks] N *forest!
/ago/ Llagol N ‘jdiot*

K/x '

T [exs/ Lsx¥s]l N tvoice"
/8x8/ L6xY6] '‘people’

kK/w '

S~ /ika/  Lixa] N ‘death
/ewa/  Lival N ‘peelings’

- fixas/ Lokdsld ‘'maggot”’

/i%as/ Livds] 'fire, gun'
/ixin/ {ixin]  adj. ‘closed’

/iwin/ Liwinl N‘ 'thatching grass'

The phoneme /kwW/
/xv/ is /k/ labialized.
word initially and intervocalically.,

Though rare, it is attested
It owes its phonémic
gtatus to the following contrasts.

k/k¥W

kW/k gee
KV/w

7ix¥ef (dx¥el N
/s¥s/  Livs]
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xv/g

/x¥an/ Lx¥ap | N ‘boundary '
/gan/ (LgFanl) N ‘gsalt’

h ' .
/8x¥an/ Likwvan] N 'a boundary*
/Send/ [ggnal Adj. ‘fat, big'
/akan/ [&xanl N 'a lie'
/aghd/ Ueghal N ‘some stools'

The phoheme /g/

/g/ is sctualized as the voiced oral velar plosive stop.
It is relatively rare and attested both at initial and inter-
vocalic positions, 1Its contrasts with other sounds prove it
is a phoneme.
- It is prenasalized ét word initial position before
| - La] at single syllabiq closed words

- [eJ attested before the bilabial nasal {ml]
- It is pre-nasalized and labialized before

-{al.

glk  see X/g

kW gee kWZg

/e
~ /igan/ [fg¥an] Adj. ‘salty’
- /igha/ Lighal  adj. ‘fat, big'
g/ny | ,
/eam/  {vpgim] N . ‘week '
/nyé.m/ {ny&m_' N 'beast"'
g/mb
/edn/  Yongiml N ‘week *

/nadm/ (naam] N | 'life




The phoneme Zx/

/x/ is factualized as the volceless oral velar fricative,
It is attested word initially and intervocallically. It is
palatalized at given environment (see I.2.3). It owes its

phonemic status to. the following contrasts,

x/x see X/x
e /6xs/ Lexvs] N | 'people’

/628/ (628] N ‘bee®

The phoneme /gh/

/ah/ is articulated as the voiced oral velar fricative.
It is attested only at word intervoecalic position and is quite
rare in Mmen. It contrasts with its velar or fricative coun-

terparts to prove its phonemic identity, It is mostly attested

before the ora 1 central unround low vowel {al.

gh/k see k/gh
ghlg see glgh

gh/kw see kw/gh

gh/z
/&ghd/ [ﬁghé] . N 'stools’
/azs/  azal N ‘mushroom"

The phoneme /D/

/n/ is articulated as thé voiced nasal velar stop., It
is relatively rare in Mmen., It is attested at word initial,
intervocalic and final positions., Its phonemic status is
obtained from its contrasts with other nagal or pre—-nasalized

gounds, At given environment, the sound is palatalized (see
Iizlj)l.
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nﬁg see
0/n  see
ﬂigh see

FREBE

ny/g see

The phoneme /'/

The phoneme is actualized as the voiceless oral glottal
. stop, It is never found at initial position of a word, It is
_either attested word intervocalically or finally, Relatively

~rare in Mmen, its contrasts with other sounds make it a

'.phoneme.‘

e .
/atat/ Lata) N ‘snail"
/stas/ Latas] N *spoon’
+/n ,
/ata/ Lata ] N ‘snail’
/atan/ {atan] N ‘snare’

" The phoneme. /w/ -

/w/ is‘factualized as the voiced oral lébio-Velar gound

or as a semi-vowel, It is attested mostly at word initial or
intervocalic pdsitions and never word finally. It is mostly

found preceeding round back vowels., It owes its phonemic

. status to the following contrasts,.

w/m see m/w
w/mb see mb[w

& &
£




s

The_phoneme /nd/

/nd/ is articulated as the pre-nasalized voiced alveolar
stop, Though relatively rare, it is found word initially and
‘intervocalically. It contrests with its oral counterpart and

other phqnemes to prove its phonemic status.

nd/d see d/nd

nd/mb see mb/nd

ndg 24 gsee

nd/ng gee

5

=
=
[ )

The phoneme /pf/

It is actualized as the voiceless oral labio-dental affri-
‘cate. Although attested word initially and intervocalically,
it i a phoneme due to the following contrasts, It is realized
[bv] i.e. voiced at initial hosition of closed single sgylliabic

" word,

pt/f see f/pf

pf/i.
/ipre/ Uiprel w 'faint "
/538/ L136] N ‘nails"’
/apze/ Lapfel N ‘_ *fainting fits'
/aj6/ Lajs] N ‘nail’

The_ phoneme /ts

/ts/ is realized as the voiceless oral alveolar affricate.
It is attested only at word initlal and intervocalic posi-
tions., It owes its phonemic status to the following con-

trasts,
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ts/t see t/te
ts/dz | |
/ta&/ [taé] AL 'pass’
/azém/ Lndzém] vv 'eneeze"
ts[c ‘
/tsimte/ Ltsamta] N 'gavior’
Jeamtd/ Lcamt2] N 'help
/ates/ Latsf] N 'round ’
/aci/ Laci] N 'stones’

/sdts1/ [sdtsf] Adv. ‘plenty’
/sdci/ {sbcs] N 'leprosy’

The_phoneme /dz/

It is actualized as the voiced oral alveolar affricate
and attested only at two word positions initial or inter—
vocalic. Chances of meeting it in words are quite slim, It
 is also pre-nasalized at word initial position in closed
singlelsyii;bic Qofdé; Tﬁe folloking contrasts render its

phonemic status,

dz/t gee t/dz

dz/2 = see z./dz. ’

dz/ts  see ts/dz

dz/c ' '
/dzém/ {ndz2m] Vb ‘sneeze"
/cdm/  Ledml] Vb 'gring'
/1dzd/ {idz3) N ‘noige

/icd/ {196] N '‘partridge’
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de/d /dzdn/ [ndz3al vo 'sneeze’

/i¥¢n/ Lnjdml w ‘sing*

The phoneme [c[

/c/ is actualized as the voiceless oral pre-palatal
affricate. _Though relatively rare, it occurs word initially
and intervocalically only., It is due to the following con-

trasts that it is a phoneme,

AN
/es/  Letl Vb 'apill, pour’
/c¥s/ [ewil] Vb ‘open'

e/t mee  tle

c/dz  see dz/c

/ics/ Lfcf]
/i31/ LL5wil

b

‘groan'

=

'a courtyard'

/c#m/‘ [cémj_‘ Vb terind? _  .
/idn/ Lnjdml] Vb 'sing’ |

/sd/ {fen] n ‘mouth®

/e3a/ Lija N 'gun’

The phoneme /c¥/

It is /c¢/ labimlized. It is a phoneme because not only
does it contrast with its non-labialized counterpart but also

with other sounds,



e
v/ .
/c¥i/ (e¥s] W ‘open' |
/it/  Ljvwi] N 'courtyard’
W/s :
L2 yewts Le¥tl v ‘open’
/ss/ Lsf] N ‘gizzard’

The phoneme [j/

It is factualized as the voiced pre-palatal oral affri-
cate, It is realized word initially and intervocalically
never finally. It is labialized when following and preceeding
Li] that carries a high tone,

Its phonemic status 1s a reality due to the following

contrasts. It is pre-nasalized at word initial position in

closed single syllabic words,

ile see el
j/dz  see dz/j
. i/Bf . gee- - Ef/ j . .o g . . S |
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Phonemic chart.

There are consonant phonemes groﬁped into stops, nasals,

- fricatives, affricates, laterals and glides. Consonant con-
tragst in Mmen functions mainly at word initial pogition and
some few occasions at intervocalic position.

Although the language is not quite multisyllabic, it is
Isometimes-difficult to find minimal pairs, clear indicators of
- phoneme 80 we have from time to time made use of.available
'near minimal pairs whenever need be,

Mmen exhibitg thirty-two consonant phonemes hamely

~ twenty seven basic consonant phonemes

- two pre-nasalized consonant phonemes

- three labislized consonant Phonenes,
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1,2, Yowels

Unlike consonants, vowels are produced without a cons-
triction and are described according to position of tongue and
1ips and height of tongue. _
Mmcn exhibits vowels that are contrastive., These vowels

could be oral, nasalized, they could be short,

1%.2.1. Phonetic realizations 2The vowels do not have a
restricted distribution in word of Mmen although most of
them occur in prefixes and some in roots., Vowels like /i, u, e/
aré frequently attested in the language. | |
Some vowels are nasalized in the environment of nasal,
Otherwise most of them are oral,

The oral vowels ares

1. The following short vowels

= The front unrounded high, mid, low short vowels
[i.‘e, sJ‘pespectively

- The central unrounded mid and low short vowels
[o. al respectively

- The back rounded high, mid and low short vowels

{u, o, ol respectively.
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The nasglized vowels ares
- the high unrounded front vowel {s]

= the low unrounded front vowel [EJ
= the low unrounded central vowel EE]
- the mid rounded back vowel [8] N

-~ the low rounded back vowel L3J

No diphthong is nasalized.

Hefe Tfollows the phonetic vowel chart of basic vowels
sounds., = They are classified according to -

1- The vertical columns the height of the tongue

- High

- Mid
- Loﬁ
2- The horizontal columnst the position of tongue and
lips
- Front unrounded
.+ = Central unrounded

= Back rounded.,
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Phonetic basic vowels chart

Mmen exhibits heighf (8) bvasic vowel sounds.

POSITION OF TONGUE : _
- AND LIPS FRONT CENTRAL BACK
HEIGHT UNROUNDED UNROUNDED UNROUNDED

OF TONGUE '

HIGH i u

MID e -] o)

LOW € a o)

otes All vowels here are voiced,
Table 7.

- 11,2,2, Phonemic contrasts: Through minimal paire or near

inimal pairs some vowels will be declared phonemes,

The phoneme [i/

~

/i/ is actualized as the high oral front unrounded vowel

in most environments and nasalized when preceeding a nasal

the voiced velar stop mostly or the voiced alveolar stop).

This is attested word initially, intervocalically and finally

contrasfs with other wvowels.

ife

/ébas/

/imbas/ {imbas]
{&bas)

soup'

' jama- jama soup'
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i/ /ics/ Lfci] Vb ‘groan’
/aci/ Laes] Vb ‘ery’
/ixq/  Lixkal N 'death "
/8xi/ { &xdl N ‘forest

i/u ;

== /met/ {heft]l g '80i1"
/met/  (hedl N 'female antelope'
/i (il oy 'lake'
/i / (il N ‘gun’
/spt/ L8Pl i "thigh
/epy/  Lapal 'hole"

The phoneme /fe/

It is realized as the mid front oral unrounded vowel,

It is a phoneme on the basis of its contrasts with other vowels,

It is attested word initially, intervocalically and finally.

L1
Jute

see ile

[1e]
Ly ]

= /ve/ [tél Vb ‘refuse®
/te/ (t€] Adj. ‘expensive

/i6s2/ (18s2] wvv ‘forget*
/1ese/ (1882] wp ‘lie’

[

/xésé/ UIxésél Vv ‘cough'
/x&'83/ Lixésd] Vb 'efase, cancel’
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The phoneme /g/

It igs realized as the mid front unrounded vowel, It is

elatively raré at word initial position but very frequently
attested at word intervocalic and final pesitions. Due to the

'_ following contrasts, it is a phoneme. It is nasalized when

preceeding a nasal.

efa | .

= ta&/ \de] N *house*
/aa/ [dﬁ] N 'village'
/zae/ (Fae] N *family’

* /aaa/ Laadl N ‘scar’

efle see ele

e/o | :

= /ife/ Iifé] N ‘cutlass’
/iges/ Lif8] N 'gift!

The phoneme /a/
. -/a/ is factualized as the-low, oentral anqﬁnﬁgqmygygg;?
It occurs word initially, intervocalically and finally. If is
nasalized when preceeding a nasal. It contrasts with its cen-

tral counterpart and other sounds as such.

a/e

== Jara/ Lafa] N 'lock"
/ard/ Lagd] N ‘skin*
/age/ {égé] N . 'antelope’
/egd/ {egé] N 'danger’

ale see gla

als ) |
/aza/ Laza) n ‘mushroom"’

/&z5/ Taz5] Adj. | ‘cold’




The phoneme fof

It is considered as a phoneme because it contrasts with-

other vowele, It is actualized as the mid central oral un-

rounded vowel and is attested in all word positions. It is

sometimes nasalized when preceeding a nasal,

o/a see a/®
o/e see e/o

The phoneme /u/

Thig phoneme is realized as'the oral rounded high back

vowel, It occurs at intervocalic and final positions, and is

never attested at initial position, Due to the following con~

trasts, we conclude +that it is a phoneme,

uw/o .

/ivi/ [Ipﬁ] N ‘parcel’
/sps/ Lipsl  adj. 'tired"
/eay/ (d]  w ‘place"

C/e13/ (513] N “veurse!

w/i see i/u

2o /isa/ firda]l ~ *basket’
/ies/ ligs]l gl
/ixtd/ Lixa] N ‘death’
/ix6/ {ix6] N *worth
/ipd/ [ipﬁ] N ‘parcel’

/ip8°/ (sxs] N ‘squash
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The phoneme [o/

- /o/ ie realized as the mid back rounded vowel in most

environments. It occupies the intervocalic and final positions
 and ie never attested at initial position. It owes ite phohe-
mic status to the following contrasts. It is nasalized when

preceeding nasals,

o/u  see  u/o

o/o .

— /igo/Uigd]  aaj. ‘dull
/5e3/ (5e3])  aaj. '‘foolish"
/ips+/ Lipst ] 'squash
/5p3/ £1P5J Adj. . 'weak, soft®

ole  see  Elo

Tne phoneme /o/

This phoneme is actualized as the oral low rounded back
vowel., It is considered a phoneme on the basis of the fol-
lowing édntraéts. It ié attested word intefﬁdcalically and
word Tfinally and not at word initial position. It is nasa-

lized when preceeding a nasal.
o/u see u/o
ofo see o/o

The phoneme /ai/
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THE GENERAL PHONETIC CHART

- Mmen has an inventory of thirteen vowel sounds namely: |

- jeight 'basic' oral vowels

~ five nasalized vowels

T:;\‘\Egsition of Tongue ,
| ~ ™~._and lipe = | FRONT CENTRAL! = BACK
Height \ | UNROUND | UNROUND|  ROUND
of Tongue ~ o
| sy
HIGH ! i u
|
MID | e 9 o
|
LOW ! £ a 5
t i
| i
| H 1. ;
+ NASALIZED Mo L5
| VOWELS !
; - o L € a 5

ho‘tel 1, H = HIGH, M = MID, L = LOW
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IHE PHONEMIC CHART
. oS
The langusge exhibits fourteen vowel phonemes namely:

=~ eight oral wvowels

~-POSITION OF TONGUE ;
.. AND LIPS FRONT | CENTRAL | BACK
 HEIGHT ~_ UNROUND | UNROUND | ROUND
| OF TONGUE
§ HIGH | i u
| MID e ] | o)
.5 LoW e | a s j
- | S
— | -
Notes ~ see table 8,

Tag le 2!

From the above charts and analysia, we conclude that Mmen
presents eight vowels but thirteen vowel sounds and eight vowel

pPhonemes, Nasalized vowels are only attested as sounds.,

s,




There are eight syllable structures as has already been -

mentioned and discussed in Chapter One. They are:

v
cv

cov | osv
cve - | Cvv
CVN where N=1y, m O3V |

From the structure listed above, it has been observed
that there is a.maximum of two consonant positions in the syl~
lahle; It can aleo be observed that; but for, the CVN struc-
ture and CVC pattern, all the syllables are open.

The ¥ syllable constitutes prefixes mostly and.the only .
- vowels noticeable to poesibly stand alone as syllables are
the followings /i, e, €, 9, a/;

The CV sylléble gtructure is the most predominant, It
is found attested in prefixes as well ag in words. |

It has already been noted that only closed,syllable are
CVN and C1VC2 where N =13, m

where C2 = m, n, ny, 3, 1, £y s, ¥y ' 8

The CYN structure is found either at morpheme final
posifion or where there is a consonant cluster comprising a
nasal velar or bilabial nasal stop and which is not homorganic
with the following consonanf. Here are some examples:

- CVC gtructure _
Examples £logs

/ mbkm/ N  'sriake’
/nddm/ N  'husband’

- /mb¥a1/ N 101!
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/ata'/ N
/nsg/ Vb
/atsis/ N
/ipany/ N
/$18n/ N
/epay/ N
/atan/ N

- CVN structure

/kamnd/ Vb
/pinni/ Vb
/tinni/ N
/s&nné/ Vb

position are /i, e, of.

. _ ;
The following are examplest

/mlin/ N ‘stars’
/tct/ N 'g0il"
/mié/ N ‘wine'
/tzdn/ Vb 'eniff"
/miin/ N ‘urine’
/mtssl/ N ‘pus’
/maén/ N *blood’

'snail’
‘suck’

‘stones used asg
fireside®

‘hate’

'bamboo*

)] pap []

‘snare’

‘gtir!
'roll’
‘egr’

'discuss’

The CCV syllable pattern is one. with a restricted disg-
tributional pattern. C; position can only be occupied by the
following two consonants /t/ and /m/ while the Co position
could be occupied by /aly, Il [tel, [3/, /e/y /1. e noted
that_these gounds were either,alyeo;ar or pre-palatal.

The only vowels which are found to occupy the vowel peak
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It should be noted that /z/ is only attested after /t/ as
seen ébove.

- The CSV pattern is limited in occurrence. The position
of the semi-vowel can be occupied by either /w/ or /yl.

/y/ appears in a comparatively restricted.environméntl

than /w/.

1. The semi vowel /y/

From our data, it has been noticed that /y/ is attested

at second position after the following phonemes

- the alveolar nasal =tbp /n/

- the velar nasai stop /n/

~ the voiceless bilabial plosive stop /p/

- the voiceless labio-dental fricative /1/

- the voiceless velar ﬁlosife stop /x/

- the voiceless velar fricative /g/

'~ the low unround oral central vowel /a/.

2, .The semi-vowel /w/

It is more frequent than its‘pélatal counterpérf /y/.
Alfhough the CSV pattern is predictable as well as not pre-
.dictable (see Chap. I case of labialization) /w/ has been
oceuring after |

~ oral stops

- fricatives

- lateral

- pre-nasaiizedﬁstops. |

In Mmen, the only sounds that are not labialized are
nasals. There are indications that the front oral high un-

round vowel iiJ follows most labialized sounds but for the

follnwine threa)

e
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- Lgw
- Lmp¥]
- {mp¥]

where we have either [a] or {OJ.

Examples gloss
/zh¥i/ N ‘wife!
/1¥0/ Ad ] 'full®
/1t¥5y/ Adj 'old "
/ews/ Vb "bpen'
/og¥iie/ Vb 'twist'
/mbuz ¥i/ N 'nose*
/e¥an/ N 'salt’
/mb¥a/ N '‘shoulder
/mpWe1/ Adj. 'oily"
/mp¥ats/ Vb . reconcile’.

The following tables show the possible combinations of
single consonants in syllablé onset and vowels in syllable
enk. o S S o . _ o

'Table 10*' shows that the most regular vowels which fol-
low almost all the consonants are ii, u, @, al, we can there~
fore deduce'that from what we have, attested, in table 11,

the consonanis which can combine with vowels to form CV pre-
fixes are restricted, The following seven consonantsYare

attested in prefixes

Consonants Examples gloss
/p/ /pété/ N '‘male owner'
/m/ /m3sds/ N ‘head louses'
[ wl /Hape/ N ‘builder’
757 FHI5m’ W Svraint
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Consonants | Examples glogss
/x/ /x6WMa/ adj ‘childish’
[t/ /fﬁfs&mﬁ/ N ‘pipe’

/v/ /vapd/ N 'orphan’
/e/ - /edtads/ . W ‘to punch’

/ny/ /nyEde/ N 'female host'

Given some coincidence between tables 10 and 11, some
combinations are attested in roots as well as prefixes. These

combinations are as below stated,

Combinations Examples gloss
/pe~/ ./pété/ N 'male owner'
/péae/ N ‘male host*
/mo~/ | /mesds/ N 'head louses"
/mdkdny/ N 'gun powder'
/ wu-/ /¥apdnd/ N - ‘dancer®
/Wapé/ N 'vuilder!
/to-/ . /t8ydm/ N 'furrow'
/teban/ N 'tobacco’
/xe~/ /k6¥3a/ Adj  ‘childish’
| /k8vaxé/ Adj - ‘ignorant, innocent'
/xo-/ /kdz8s80/ AQj 'sad’
| /k6md¥In/ N ‘sorrow’
/fa~/ /£3tamd/ N 'bush cat*
/f8s%s/ N ‘'head louse'
/va=/ /vavainy/ N 'grand child’

/vats/ N ‘prince"




/si-/

/se-/

/sa~/

/nye/

/sifgté/
/8ikvwanté/

/sélihim/

/gdsa/
/ sdkan/

/nyEte/
/nyedé/

~ 46 -

Vb

N
N

*to
‘to

'to

'to
‘to

create’

rull groundnuts'

urinate®

rule’

fry!

*female owner'

'female host'

The following are tables 10 and 11 respectively where

'basic sounds (phones)' are considered not phonemes (although

all but for Lbv] are phonemes).
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ROOTS
i e € @ a 9 o0 u Vowels in syllable
P + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+t peak
b - - - -+ + - - -
t + + + + + + - -
d + + + + + -+ - +
Ic + + + + + + + +
g - + - - - + o+ o+
£
= m L R T T
S
n + - + o+ o+ - - +
& +
H y + +
3
3 - - - + 4 + - -
&
T + o+ ot + + - 4 +
=
- v + = + o+ o+ = - -
7] 5 + o+ + + + + + +
B .
e
= Z + - - + + + - +
<
a sh + - - "+ - 4+ + =
C
© zh + - - + - - + o+
O
n
<
m J‘J“h - - - - -+ - - bt
pf - + - + - - - -
bv - -+ - - - - -— -
ts + - + + - + - +
dz -~ + - + = + - -
c + + - + + + o+ +
j + - - + + + - +
1 + + + + - + + -
y + - - + - - - +
Noteoa '4+' indicates an sttescted conbination,

'=' indicates lack of such a combination.

Table 10,




Yowels in

i € € 5] a b} o u
Byllable pesak.
p - + = = = - - - '
G w - - -~ - - - - +
- m - - - + = - = =~
a 1
t - - - + - - - -
= 3
1%
% f - - - - - - - -
£
5
v - - - - + - - -
v}
5
O 8 + + - + - - - -
ny - - - - - - - -

Notes see 'table 10°

Table 11.
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CHAPTER TWO - )

SYLLABLE STRUCTURE AND PROBLEMS
CF _INTERPRETATI ON

Use has been made in this piece of work of the General

Alphabet of Cameroon languages for the phonetic transcription.
The Mmen sound system is characterized by consonants and:
vowels (mostly short ones) and a number of diphthongs. It
should be noted that some conscnants could be voiced or voice-
less, oral or nasal and the vowels could be oral, nasalized
or long. The above mentioned segments which will be described.
in later sections of this study combine to form & number of
syllable types.
Although the most predominant syllable pattern in the

language (as is the case in most languages of the Western
Grassfields Bantu) is the cv pattern, Mmen presents all toge-~

—ther a number of syllable patterns.

I.1. Syllable structure

There are basically eight syllable patterns in Mme¢n lan-—

¢guage. The following transcriptions illustrate the various
paterns, |




Syllable ' -1 Word
patterns Exemples Gloag | patterns
v /s-26/ N ‘medicine® V. CV
/a-pre/ N ‘fainting fits' V. CV
cv /vpe/ N '‘builder’ Cv. CV
~ /nyamad/ N ‘meat’ CV. C¥Y
cev /m1E/ N ‘wine' ' cCv
/tct/ N '‘female antelope’ ccy
Cve /oyin/ N ‘hair' CcVve
/ndom/ N *husband * | cve
CVN /g&nni/ N *roll’ CVN, CV
/tinns/ N ‘ear' CVN, CV
cSV /ng¥ile/ Vb "twist " 1 csv, cv
/mbwoko/ N ‘chimpanzees’ CSV. CV
[ n¥a/ N 'iron" csv
csve mb¥il/ W 011!
j bwulj o1l 08V, VO
! e ! '
moTal/ Adj oily ISV.VC
v | / P‘,l?/ I ‘father! -
/Wua N 'cup '~ | oY

" The final consohant in a closed syllable can either be .

a) the nasals i.e.

the bilabial stop [mj.

the alveolar stop.[nJ

the palatal stop ' Lnyl]

- the velar stop LU]

b) the following oral stops

- the glottal ]
- the voiced velar [g]

It should be noted that these oral stops are rare in

Mmen and rarely do they occur at word final position.

¢) the following fricatives:

siodental
l _
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- the orsel voliceless alveolar Lsl
fricative

d) the below mentioned lateral:

- the oral alveolar lateral L1]

e) the following glide:

- the oral palatal glide Lyl

The glide is however rare in word final position. The

following are examples to illustrate the above assertion.

The nasals | Examples Gloss

/m/ ' Embémj' N ‘sneke
fékém] N ‘crab’

~
/n/ -[Epou] N 'jaw'
' LavEn ] N ‘witch'

/n/ [ fkwinl N ‘tail
{5cin] N ‘famine'

Iny/ : [kﬁny]~--- -Yb - ‘like'
{Ogény] N ‘proverb'

The fricatives

/f/ [$p3t] Adj. twicked"

Lxarl . N. ‘armpit’

/a/ tagﬁsg N. | 'corner'
{ixds] N 'maggot’

The oral stops

// {1da] N ‘payment’
{idé‘] N 'village:
/el { n5g ] Vb . ‘suck’

The latersgl
71/ _ ' ' iéﬁgl] N 'dust!

2 -~ Lk61] N ‘rope’




The glide Examples Gloss
/y/ Lepay | ‘pap’
Lsspay] ‘to nail’

The CSV pattern results from labialization or palata-
1ization that is not predictabie in some cases. This is due
to the presence of the semi-vowel Lw] or Ey] after oral stopsg

pre-nasalized stops, fricatives or laterals i.e.

b)

c)

a) after /p, t, d, k, &/

Examples
Lopwas] N

[pwitéj "N or Vb

Lipys] N

Lteatwi) adj,
LitWIUJ
Lawigd ]

Adj.
Adj.
Ltandawi] Adv.
Lxwambid Vb
Lskys] N

{xwaté] Vo

Ligwan] Vb,

after pre-nasalized voiced stop /o, &/

Gloss
‘pimples’
‘caress’
‘delivery'
'rude’
‘old’
'éwaken'
‘suddenly’
‘wonder'
'Qoipe'
‘think'

'aalty'

Examples Glossg
Lmbws ] N. *shoulder’
{mb¥all adj. ‘oily"*
Lngvwilz] vb ttwist®
after the fricative /zh, x/

. V4
Lzhwil N

‘'wife'
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[znvisgl vb ‘breathe’
Lsxvys ] N 'people, crowd’

d) after the affricates /c, i/

{cvi] Vb .'_ﬁen'

Ljwe) N ‘courtyard’

e) aftef the lateral

fiwig]  adv, ‘full'

The CSV pattern can also result from labialization that

is predictable. This is due to the presence of the semi~vowel

Lwl after some setops but before the high oral round and back
" vowel [u]. This type of labialization is much more rare than

the non-predictable one in the language.

- Some _examples of predictable labialization

Examples Gloss
Lfavgs] N ‘stomach’
LpWanyd] Adj. - ‘cheap’
Lvdkwas] N ~ ‘traveller'
Lmb¥al) N ‘oil!

In Mmen, a syllable can be short and open (/t&/ Adj, ‘ex-
pensive' - /£&/ Adv. ‘there‘')y long and open (/iiuo/ N 'bridge’
- /at5/ Vb 'ego')y or closed (/mbam/ N ‘'snake' - /pgam/ N
'week ') .

~ Av] V2 sequence in Mmen can consist of

| 1~ two like vowelst .

e.g2. /288/ Vb ‘allow’ (or zfu)

/238/ ¥b '‘quarrel’ (or 251)
- in which case we'speak of a long vowel or of




2= two unlike vowels

e.2. /pda/ Adj. "loud"
/cus/ N 'sample’
. /pfﬂ/ N ‘say’

in which case we speak of a diphthong. Both cases are treated

bEIOwo
It should be noted that there are rarely syllables con-~
- gisting of a V3 V2 sequence followed by a consonant. Here

are some rare exceptions,

/attdn/ N. ‘pan’
/itiar/ Adj. ‘poor’
/atfdf/ N. "belch'

- The CVC pattern

The CVC pattern is quite limited in occurrence. The Cj
‘position can only be occupied by oral stops or pre-nasalizéd

stops. The only vowels which have been found to occupy the

‘vowel peak position are the central vowels /a, o/ or the high =~ =

vowels /i, u/.

Coie / g&m/ N ‘week '
/ndam/ N . 'life’

/tam/ Vb ‘dig or shoot'
/pas/ Vb or N ‘'slap’

It should be noted that this syllable pattern is very
frequent in a single syllabic word and this word is usually
a closed syllabic type. |

There does exist a syllabic nasal in the language i.e.

/w/. It is different from the other nasals in that it is

syllabic and thus carries a tone. In Mmen the tone is either
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i
i

low or mid, This syllabic nasal appears mostly in nouns and

in rare occasions in verbs,

-
/mtsir/ N 'pus’
/hss/ Yo ‘tear
/hel/ N 'soil’
/m1é/ N 'wine'

The syllabic nasal Lh] is found in closed syllabic words
as well as in open gyllabic words. It is attested only at
word initial position and is realized before either the fol-

lowihg alveolars or pre~palatals,

1. Alveolars
« Volceless oral alveolar affricate [tsl

/htsil/ N ‘pﬁs"

. voiceless oral alveolar fricative Ls]

/ﬁsi/_ Vb 'tear’
; voiced oral lateral (1l
/m1e/ N -~ 'wine!

2. Pre-palatals

. voiceless oral pre-palatal affricate Lc|

/hea/ N ‘female antelope'
. voiced oral pre-palatal affricate [jJ

/m3iin/ N ‘urine’

It should be remarked that while the syllabic nasal /m/

carries a mid or low tone, the syllable next to it carries

a high tone.
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However, the cases of us finding syllabic nasals are

quite 8lim., They are not as freguent in words and syllables

as the non-sylladblic nasals. _ _ 3

In light of the above interpretations, the basic CV syl- il
lable pattérn ié maintained as the norm. :
Abstracting the features of labializatioh, palatalization
and pre-nasalization as prosodieé of the syllable greatly sim-—
piifies fhe overall analysis and feduces to a relatively simple

~ form what would otherwise be a large number of complex conso-

nant clusters (Roger Mohrlang in Studies in Nigerian lLanguages

No. 2. 1972) .

.]I.2. Interpretation problems

There do exist alsc two sound segments occuring in a word

which could be broken down into two parts and each part con-

veying a meaning as attested below.,

€.8s - v .
{ antddums N - _.‘elder brother’

Lant | "brother"

Catums J might mean  ‘'grown'

{6 might mean ‘who

In a8 word-to~word translation the above word might stand
for ‘'brother who is grown', This word [éniﬁdumé], broken inéo
two with every separate part a meaning, portrays the fact that
_iiuJ is "just the combination of separate sound segments with
each representing a distinct entity i.e. Li] different from
Lul,

In another ihstance, two vowels could occur together as -

the result of the reduplication of morphemes in certain worda.




Cs80
Létepiatip] AdV 'side by side'
Lafascial N 'aghes’

There are some situations of vowels occuring together

which do not fit into the above mentioned illustrations,

Lgt16] Adv ‘1ow"
Latsal Adv ‘far'
{paate ] Vb ‘pack’

Each of the two vowels carry tone and the tones are

different in as much as one is low and the other one high or

vice~versa. _ E

The feeling we derive is that each of them may belong to | %
a different syllable and it is therefore not far from the point
if one concludes that there existed a consonant on the second

syllable that has been omitted probably in rapid speech, | @

The consonant which is likely to fit at this position

is the palatal glide (Y],

et s e en T BT o e e

In this case, the words could be represented as such:

Cstiys] Adv ~ *iow!
(stiya] Adv _ 'far’
Ipﬁyété] Vb ‘pack’

This is another proof confirming the predominance of CV

syllable pattern over the other patterns in Mmen language.

I.2,4, Llabialization: It is represented by the labio-velar

glide Lw]. Labialization prosody in Mmen is at the same time

a distinetive and a non-distinctive fesature.

a) - Labialigation as a distinctive feature: We have

noticed a few cases where labialization can be considered as
a distinctive feature and thus rendering the lasbialized as

vwell ne the non 1abialized sounds the status of separate
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phonemes from each other.
In this case, labialized congohants and théir non~labia-
lized counterparts form minimal pairs.

Here are some examples to illustrate the above mentioned

assertion.
¢/ ¢cv
/ci/ ¥b 'spill, pour’
/cvs/ Vb ‘open’
zh [ zh¥W | |
- fzhil Yo ‘eat, win'
Lzhwil n 'wife*
k / k¥
{ x&n N ‘lie!
Lk¥an] N ‘boundary’
L1ke ] N 'money’
_[ikWEJ N 'arms

Apart from these rare cases of labialization as a dis-
tinctive feature, labialization is also (and most of the time

when attested in iimen) a non distinctive feature,

b) Labialization as non distinctive

1, but predictable feature

It is & non distinctive feature for, labialized conso-~
nants are in complementary distribution with their non-labia-

l1ized counterparts.

It is not a common phencmenon in our language of study

tioned under CSY syllable pattern (I.1). The following con-
sonante are labialized in syllables when followed especially
by the oral back high and round vowel {ul + Lp, 4, kJ. These

sounds are oral stops.

o/ -=>{p¥] / _u
- e.g. LpYaEn) Vb 'sleep’
/af -=> La¥) / _u

and so far few consonants could be labialized as already men-




LT
Bele Leawys] L ‘abdomen’ . . 1
/x/ --> {xvl / _u . | ;

e.g. LWk¥Gs] N 'traveller'

There has been noticed a case of predictable labialized

pre-hasalized stop.
/mb/ =~> Lme¥] / __u
e [mbwﬁl] N, ‘oil'
These consonante are non-distinctive and gquite predict-
able because found before Lul. They are Lpw, dw, kw, mbwJ .
The rule of predictable labialization is only applicable
to /p, k, d, mb/. A genheral rule could be derived whereby the

four sounds would be included. _ _
It should be noted that /p, mbd, 4, k/ are found labialized

in the cases above mentioned and remain non-labialized else-
where even if for the case of tp, 4, kJ found in front of Lulj

as is the case in

Lapad N.  ‘'hole'

Ldas ) Vb 'go' i

Lanitagumd ) N 'elder brother' N
{x61l N ‘rope"

2, Non Distinctive and non predictable feature

There is a case of labialization that is non predictable
{and non distinctive) as is the case above mentioned. This
has been already noted under syllable structure as CSV pattern
with no much details. This type'of labia;ization is mostly
found _ | |
- at word initial syllables when followed by /i, £, 9, a/
which are either.centbal or front vowels but all unrounded

vowels, Here are the following affected consonants:
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/x, g, 4, z, 1, mb, ng/ 'é
Examples - gloss ?
(xven) Adj. ‘correct’ :;
Lkvatz] Vo ~ ‘think’ f
Le¥an N 'salt’

Lmbwa | N o 'shoulder’ ?
Lmb¥e1l Adj. ‘oily" ;
[Ug"ilé] Vb "twist'

| Lawigs | Adj. N 'awaken'
AL Vb *breathe’ - ;
Li¥en? Adj. *full® ﬁ

The following rules could respectively be derived.

1. /% - [kWJ / --le, al . | 3

2. lgf -->1lgv) [/ -5
3, /mb/ =-> Lmwv] / --La, o] | E
4o /ng/ --> Log¥) / =[]

s, /a/ -=> Lav) / --[1]

6. [zl ==> Lz¥] / --Li]

o, /1) -~> Lv] / --[1]

- at word intervocalic position when followed by /e, i/.
The consonants that are affected by the secondary articulation

are /p, t, zh/.

Examples gloss | ;
Lrspwas] N ‘pimple’ o | :
Lit¥Tn] Adj. told"

Az Weas ) A Verd Ao ?
Lo | Laard Ao
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One could derive the following ruie.
1. /p/ ---> [p¥] /e — o
2, /t/ ---> [+¥] /1 -- 3

3, Jazh/ -==> [zn¥] /a == i

We notice that all these vowels are either high Li), mid

LeJ or 1ow Lal] but that all the three are unround.

Examples gloss

2, Loasixwi | N ' jama- jama soup’
Likval N 'gorillas"®
Rule.

/x/ ~=-> Lx¥] / -3, a)

3, {téan3avi] Adv 'suddenly
RulEa B . )
I /a/ ~--> (a%] / -1

bk, { mbtiz w1 N ‘nose’

~Rule.

(3l ==>  Ta¥] [ ==

JI.2"2, Palatalizations Like labialization (in some cases),

palatalizatioh is a non-distinctive prosody. It presgnts a
phonefiC'sfatus in.Mmen and is Quite rare. When a sound is
palatalized, Lyl that marks the second articulation is arti-
cuiaﬁed simultaneously with the consonant as an integral part
of the phoneme itself,

Paiatalized-consonants (though rare) are in complementary
distribution with their non—palataliied counterparts, The
following.six consonante undergo the said conditioning /p, k,

.n,_U, f, x/. It should be noted that all these sounds are

found at root initial position.
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However one is tempted to say that £/2¥ form a minimal
5pair.but that is'not the case as the_tone of the second vowel-
posed a problem i.e. in one case.it is low while in the other
it is high, | |

Lsea ) N 'hoe'

Lseys 1IN r'nille

The following examples portray palatalization in Mmen

‘language.

Examﬁles gloss
{ipys/ N ‘delivery’
/6xys/ N ' ‘voice'
/nYa/ N | ‘iron'
/UY§né/ Vb ‘erawl'
/65Y8/ N 'hi1l®
/5x¥6/ N ‘people’

The tone of the syllable that is affected by palataliza-

tion cérries a high tone as noticed above. The words above

ére noﬁns but for 6ne fhaf is a vérb;‘ Put aside the nasals‘

[n; U] all the other sounds namely the stops [p. k], the fri-

catives Lf, x] are voiceless. |

Not only consonants undergo palatalization.' The follow-

ing low central oral unround vowel Lal undergoes the cbndition-

ing

- at V; position between alveolar nasal stop {nl] at Cy and
C2 positions. | | :

- at Vl-position between alveolar nasal stop {n] and
alveolar oral voiceless stop [t] at ¢1 and c2 pogitibn8:

respectively,




€. [nainé] Vb 'look’
Lnaitsm] N '‘queen’

It should be noted that [n] and [t] are alveolar s&unda
80 oOne couid_concludg that.iaJ_ia palafalized betwéen alveolar
‘gounds, | |
We noticed however that the vowels that follow the pala-
talized consonants are either LoJ or Lal which are respectively
the mid, oral, ﬁnround central vowel and the low, oral unround
central vowel, These are the only central vowels found in our
language of analysis as will be proven'in iater sections,
One could conclude that
1= palatalized consonants are all followed bj unround
central vowels,
2~ palatalized oral consonants are followed by Lo,
3~ palatalized nasals are followed by Lal.
b= Only alveolar and velar nasal stops Ln, UJ labial
v01ce1ess [p, £]) or volceless velar {k xJ could be palatallzed
" at root 1n1t1a1 p081tlon. ‘
5~ The palatalized vowel [alj ig attested at intervocalic
p051t10n between alveolar sounds [t n]

The following rules could be derived,

/Pn.k: T, x/ ===> [Pya kY, £, X-Y] /[ —e R
respectively

2, /n, v/ =---> {ny, oy] /—a
respectively

3, /af --=> lal) / [n] ~— Tt, nJ
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T.2.%. Pre-nasalizations A pre-nasalized consonant is a

sequence of a nasal plus another stop., It is necessary to
.determine'whether fhe said sound constitutes a siﬁgle.sound'
or two sound segments.

Thére is more evidence for considering the pre~nasalized
:eonsbnants we have here as single sound'segments. Ih Mmen one
finds only one syllabic nasal [m]_that carries either a high
or mid tone (as mentioned in I.1)., Though analysed under seg-
mental phonology here are the pre-nasalized consonants,

It should be noted that some of.these prenasalized con-
_SOnants could be labialized. The two prosodies attested on

the same sound segment could be predictable or not predictable.

gounds  examples | |  gloss
Imp] ) [ﬁpWég? N | 'ﬁimples'
Lmb ] | | [mbam/ N ‘snake’
{nt] _ [Bténsi? Vb _ "twinkle'
Indj o /naéni/ | Adv 'today’
{ﬁdi] ZdeéQ?I ¥b | ' 'sneeze’
(a3l [njen/ Vb ‘sing"
[Ug]. ' [ngény/ N | “'proverb'

The following chart shows the occurrence of pre-nasali-
zation prosody with the basic consonants. It should be noted
however that the language presents |

- five pre-nasalized stops namely

the two bilabial stops (both voiceless and voiced

ip, vl
the two alveolar stops (both voiceless and voiced
{t, al |
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= the voiced alveolar affricate [dzJ

= the voiced pre-palatal affricate [j]

All together Mmen presents a list of seven pre~nasalized

fsounds.

It should be noted that only some stops and affricates
f:are affected by the given proscdy.,.

Pre~nasgalized consonants chart,

The following chard pbrtrays the distribution of pre-
‘haszlization prosody with the basic consonants at their various
points of articulation when pre-nasalized namely bilabial}

alveolar, pre-palatal and velar.

1.2,5. Affricatess /pf, bv, ts, dz, ¢, j/ are the six affri-

cgtes found in Mmen, They are interpreted as funétioning as

sing‘ie'phonem‘lciuﬁfu%i THEVET Uhen o5 Sogus sf

* .
s o danr =|min

FL A

_consonants on the following basiss

a)- no cases of reverse sequences fp, vb, st, zd, sht,
zha oceur, |

b)- analyzing thése affricateé as single segments fitting
the CV pattern analysis simplifies the descfiption of the syl-
lable although there exists a CCV syllable péttern in the
language. _

It should be noted that Lc) and [jJ are the combination
of alveolar stop Lt] and the pre-palatal_fricative Lsh] on the

one hand and the alveolar stop Ld) and the pre-palatal fricative

[th on the other hand,

Detailed analysis of the affricates will be seen while

treating segmental phonology.

The following are examples with affricates.




sounds ~ examples gloss

lpsl Laprel N | ‘fainting fits'
/ov/ Coverl Vb 'ask'

/ts/ {tefte] b | tpraise‘ -
/az/ L1d23) N o ‘noise"

e/ Leil Vb - 'pour, spill’

: /j/ _ ' ljém] N ‘axe’

There is a possibility in Mmen to have pre-nasalized

consonants labialized. This is not predictable but worthy of
noting., They are found at word initial position._ There are

Cop¥, mb¥, pgvl,

e.Z Lmpwos ] N - 'pimples’
{mowal N *shoulder’
Logwiae] v ttwist’

It should be remarked that although affricates could
;either-be labialized or pre~nasalized only the two bilabial
i stops [p. b} could be labialized as well as the VOiéed vélar
 stop Lgl. |

‘Although they do not contrast with their labialized or

pre~-nasalized counterparts, they could be considered (while

but as being in complementary distribution with the latter.
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CHAPTER TIREE

SUPRASEGMENTAL PHONOLOGY

.Some important features like vowel length and tone will
be examined in this chapter.

Mmen like Aghem or many.other'Western grassfields lan~
guages is a tone language., It is_a lénguage in which botﬁ
segmental and pitch phonemes, otherwise known as tones, go
into the composition of words, _

It is known that in tone languages, words could either
be distinguished onn the basis of segments or/and toness Mmen
is no exception, _ _

The tones attested in the“languagé are in some cases

contrastive.

I11,1. Vowel length,

Yowel length in Mmen has a phonetic status and a phono~

logical status in some cases,

I111.2. Tones

There are principally five;tones in Mmen namely
= the high tone L ° ]
~ the mid tone I'* J
- the low tone L]

- the rising tane :[.V J

- the falling tone L ]
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Tones _ Examples S gloss
High (H) /xa/ Vb 'natch

/eé/ Vb 'coil"

Mid (M) - /pie/ N ‘say"

/péaf' Adj. 'loud’

Low (L) /pas/ Vb or N 'slap'
/mbin/ N 'snake

Rising (LH) /xa/ Vb feut!

v 4

/tse/ Vb ‘pass’
Falling (HL) /ka/ N 'shell*
| / gt/ N ‘burden

ITI.2,1. Phonemic tone contrast Each'syllable carries one
of the five contrastive tones above menfioned occurring in
the lznguage, - The falling and the rising tones occur less
freaguently than.either of the other three tones while the
highk aﬁd low are much{ﬁore attesieﬁ than ail. |

If one could count the frequency of occurrence, Qhe'
might say these two tones {(the rising and the falling tones)_
are attested in barely one per cent of the total vocabulary.

Although rare, they can convey different meaning when
attested in a syllable,

The following tone contrasts are attested in the given
minimal pairs, |
-High/Low

/péy/ Vb . ‘appear’

‘pap

=

- [payl
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/ict/ Vb ‘groan’
/%el/ N '*stone’
/ikG/ N *death’
/ikﬁ/' Vb : ‘arrest’

Falling/high

/imds1/ Vb 'swell'

/imG1/ N 'swelling’

/xa/ N | 'shell"

/xa/ Vb 'hatch
Falling/low

/ares/ Adj. ‘poor'

ases/ N 'poverty’

Falling/rising

/xa/ N *shell’
/xa/ Vb reut!
Rising/high
' /épg/ | N ‘umbrella’
/épﬁ/lép“é].N ‘leftovers"

There are cases of the rising tone being not contrastive

and this is very frequently attested when the said tone does

occur,

examples : gloss
/ mevs N *shoulder’
/izal€/ Yb 'teach'

E /ixh12/ N Trib!

:f At — .

y ' At

;
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trastive,

examples
“/tidm/ Vb

/5418/ Adj.

/atia/ N
/1tiaf/  Adj.

mostly occurs in prefixes.

are attested on lexical ltems.

all the tones.

examples, Examples
/xa'/ Vb
/ca/ N
/peal Adj
-y Vh

. cal items i.e. words out of context,f

With the following near minimal pairs, there seem to
exist such combinations whereby two different tones could be

attested on separate syllables of the same word and be con-

gloss

"'stop, stand'

‘low, below'’

‘power’

‘*tall, long'

This analysis of the existing tones of Mmen not only
confirms the language as a tone language but renders the fact
that tones pertinence and distinctiveness is a reality.

The mid tone which has not been attested as distinctive

II1.2.2. Lexical tones Lexical tone is found on single lexi-
AlY the-five'toneé as shown 'in the following examples
Verbs which are either imperative or infinitive carry
It should be noted fhat closed single syllabic words

carfy mostly the low tone while the open syllabic words carry

mostly the high tone or the >ther tones. The following are

gloss

'hatch'
'‘chain'®
'loud’

'.m!j- '

“'‘ghoulder’
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/pus/ ~ Nor Vo *slap'
/nyan/ N | 'beast!

- /mbam/ N ‘snake’

It has been noticed from the following examples that

one could assert that there exists a grammatical tone in Mmen,
which is different from the lexical tone.

Although much has not been doné‘in this paper on that
the following examples are meant to show that a word could

possibly change tone as it changes grammatical class 1i.e.

1) from verb to noun.
' The syllables here are open ones. The verbs carry the high

- tone or the rising one while the nouns carry the low.

2) from adjective to noun,

Here the adjective carries the falling tone while the -

nonun . carries the low one.

Examples - clasgses gloss Examples clasé glosis
/x&a/ - | Vb ‘hatch'  /k&/ . N  ‘sheil’
/xa/ Yb ;cut !

/ca/ Vb laught /oy N ‘chain
/ici/ Vb ‘groan’ /ici/ N ‘stone’
/shi/ Vo ‘play’ | /shi/ N ‘game’
/afes/ Adj. ‘poor"* Jat3t/ N ‘pgvefty'

So one could say that a iexical tone is different from a

grammatical tone and there is a possibility that a tone be at

the same time lexical and grammatical.
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iII.2.3. Monosyllabic noun roots

Tone combinations
The possible combinations of tones on prefixes and roots

of nouns are restricted., The following are attested.

a)f.Low tone prefix

- Low tone root (quite rare)

e.g. /Wapgany/ N 'traditional doctor'
Though not marked the tone on the second

syllable is low.

-~ Falling tone root (it is as rare as the low

tone root).

e.g. /fd3nya/ N 'fortune telling'

- Mid tone root

ceg. [tdf&n/ N | ‘brain'

~ High tone root (this is much more attested than

the first three above.)
.e.g; /fends/ N *smoke’
/ésa/ N © *injection'
While a high tone prefix (which is much more attested)

could command the following root tones.

b)- High tone prefix

- Low tone root

e.g.  [idzd/ N ‘noise"

/Wﬁpél/ N ‘stranger’

-~ Mid tone root

e.g. /vavatny/ N ‘grandchild’
/ape1/ N  ‘dust’




A -

= Falling tone root

e.gs /vats8/ N ‘prince’

/anya/ N ‘egg plant®

- Rising tone root (moré attested than falling

tone root)
,\/ . s
€s s /ago/ N ‘idiot!
_/épg/ N 'umbrella

- High tone root (far more attested than all
other tone roots).
e.g. /Wipé/ N ‘builder’
/atsi/ N ‘wound"
While a mid tone prefix could command the following root

tones,

¢}~ Mid tone prefix

- Low tone root (more attested than the mid tone

roat).
evg. 4opay/ . N ~ ipap' "
/masds/ N 'head louses'
- Mid tone root
e.g. [/mmen/ N '‘name of village,

a language‘and
speakers in Cameroon'

- High tone root (more attested than the two

above mentioned.)

e.g, [okal/ N '‘material for tying'

G

/agis/ N ‘corner’

Monosyllabic noun roots with high tone prefixes are more

T — g - —— P a2 A .
®TH., NWOTl Snoald e

N

. attested ih this lznBuage Than the ¢
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made toc of the fact that the combination: high tone prefix
and high tone root are far more attested.

Comparatively, the high tone prefix presents more possible
cambinations than the lo& twhe prefix or the mid tone prefix
{which is the least attested of the three) be it attested in

nouns, adjectives or verbs,

111,2.4. Verb tones

One mizht think that the distributicn of tcnes on verbs
seems ncre rezuler and somehow systématic than on nouns. Frox
the tone on the nrefix syllatle one could determiné the one on
- the root syilable., Although all the tones are found on verb
root syllables (but far the mid tone).

i.e- Hifln

e,z /ka/ Vb ‘hatch'!
/sni/ v 'play "
w2 d _
€4, /055/ Vb e C SR

'It snould be noted tnzt some pronsunce it
with trne low tore mut nost s.colkers with tie

"rid tone),

Low
e... /pus/ b ‘slap
./ .
/ndzém/ vb 'sriecze!
HL,
evg. [CA/ Vi ‘weer
/‘.'J éff./ LAY] '1.e
Lii,
el /xi/ Vb "cut!

/tsi/ Ve  'pass'




They seen predictable frow that of the prefixes, How-
ever, the two tones that are mostly found are either the high
or the low tones on prefixés as well as on the roots,

On monosyilabic'verbs as shewn on the above examples, the
high, the low, the falling and rising tones occur,

It has been noticed that most verbs in a single closed
syllabic word carry a.low tone (but'for /13g/ which soretimes
:depending on the speaker carries the uid tone) and while the

prefix alsns caerry the low tone,

evi.  [s¥pds/ ' Vb 'to slap'
/sdnd.en/ Vo 'to sneeze'
T _ Vo 'to tazste!

In disylia™ic verbs 1n ..ten we noticed the following

crxmbinat! nns, .

2)= Low tone prefix

- Hisn=Low tone root (more attested tnar the

following twol.

(!

e. 8, [sd3ndénd/ Vb "to srow!

/8525237 Vb 'io a'

0]

pre

fu

- Low-Low tone roct (quite rare)

.

e.g. /8dpfons/ Vi ‘to bavrpy!
/Sésgné/ VD "‘.:'C. C,\»)-:npr,_.'rer

- Rising~Low tone root (rare)

. 4 -~ + 3y b ek
.o, [sd3kwztd/ Vi to hepe, to thini'

b)- Hign tone prefix

- Low~iich tone root

e.g’f.. /Sé:r,\}lé/ ‘{b ltO Sink‘
Jenaxbté/ Vh 't sobht
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~ Riging~High tone root

€., /12215/ Yt 'to teach'

- High-High tone root

e g, /sékisé/ Vb ‘to cough'
/sétsité/ Vb 'to praise’

- Risins~Low tone root

N : R
e.q.  [/séfeté/ Vb ‘to repair’

v o
/s8pasd/ Yo 'to add!

“men is not a swltisylla®ic language as such althouzgh few

Tultisyvllabic worde may be attested in the language.

€alle -
/nddmeds s/ N ‘custor!
The ~ajarity of these words are compound anes.
v--':. . . R ) . )
/pAanitWi/ it ‘rizne of the neci'
/“'W'>1‘/ 1 LI a1
GE Dz lE it SC; ]
/W3aWass/ I '‘sullet®
Y : I
/icomvd/ R ‘seak !

nfirms the CV syllabic structure pattern as the

N
o

e

Th

s ¢

O

Al
m

rnars..  The lancuage presents z1ss tws tones nawely

'

- H kjidn)

- L {Low)
ts be tne basic level tones :zttested on yrefixes as well as

~

~r the roots, While *the HL (folling tone ! ‘) znd the LH

(ricin~ tone * ¥ ') are not attested on rrefixes,
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-CONCLUSION

Throughout this study, we have attempted to deécribe FmTn
language, a-language which, though near Aghem and Kﬁm presents
some differences, Attention has been focussed principally on

~the sound system of the language.. The distribution of sounds
have been described as well as the prosody.

1t has been attested that thirty-iwo consonant phonemes
including three diphthonzs and three long vowels ﬁake up the
saund systerm,

Five sﬁprasegmehtal phonenes (ténes). three of which are
level and two contour come up to confirem kmen as a tone lan-
guage, - |

Although most linsuists view imen as an entire langusge,
different from Aghenm and Kom, saie corparative study of the
three could 5rina to liszht more simllarities than differences,

One cculd even from the language study the imen society

‘e
o
ct
ct
0]
]
V3

i.e. the matrilinéal pattern as fhe.speakerr =ttested
_thzt'tﬁere does exist s word.for"maternal uncles' but no |
word for ‘naternal uncles'. This might mean that whenever a
iﬁﬁn cays ‘uncles' he thinks not oI his father's brother first
tut of his mother's brotner, This wroposed study falls under
socio=linruistics,

So far, we have purely . dealt with structural phonslegy
{(phonemies) and much is still tu be done as far as phonology
'is concerned (e.c. generative phonoloxy).

Some important areaé based on morphology, synitlax and even
crammatical tone seer worthy of study,

Some consonant alternations thouzh noticed had not been

taken account of., ©One could postulate:
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1) deletion of a nasal consonant at given

cnvironments,

{vainyl N . - 'child!
but Lvapd) N 'orphan’

[vépﬁ] in a word-to-word translation means
'child of death’
Here it should ve noticed that the vowel had also under-

gone sote conditioning 1.e. the palatalization is lost.
ZjEVilbecomestXat given environments

Lvainy | N 'child’

2 . - ) . . )
Lpﬂ51wa1nyJ sentence ‘'whip the child:®

There mloht exist many ore alternztions which could be

We are aware of the fuct trnat ruch rexngins to be done
thus attestins sur shorteomin-s, We hu.bly believe however
thzt this anslycls could serve as a foundstion feor any further

Irves=ipgtion in imEn,
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