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CHUPTER 00 

INTRODUCTION 

I n  t h i s  piece of work* we attempt a phonological s tudy  of  

a language spoken i n  Henchum Division, North Weat Pro- 

vince of the  Republic of  Cameroon. 

The speakers  ca l l  themselves Mmn, N t h o u g h  neighbours 

c a l l  them as wel l  as t h e i r  language Bafmen and Adminis t ra t ion 

know them by Bafmeng, MmEn popula t ion  accep t  w i t h  lees or no 

resentment the two a p p e l l a t i o n s  L e .  Mmn and Bafmeng or even 

BaZumeng . 
It should be noted t h a t  MmEn or Bafmene: i s  most o f  t h e  time 

r e f e r r e d  t o  one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  where Mmn language is spoken, 

while it i s  spoken i n  V a n ,  Cha? Nyos, Kuk and Kung v i l l a g e s ,  

The language found i n  t h e  above mentioned v i l l a g e s  is t h e  same, 

spoken w i t h  no modifications.  Mmcn p r e s e n t s  no d i a l e c t s .  

The language and i t s  speakers  a r e  l i t t l e  known o u t  of  t h e  

d iv is ion .  

60me n a t i v e s  and a group o f  preachers  among whom Manje Gabr i e l  

and S i s t e r  Anne Woods attempted i n  NYOS d i s a s t e r  and Crie-Die 

a t  Bafinels: for Lake Nyos v ic t ims ,  '1986, r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  make 

know and understand the v a r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  t h e  people 

face. 

a8 they  wished t o  draw government's a t t e n t i o n  on the  i n t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  has always e x i s t e d  between Nyos elements and 

t h e i r  neighbouring r e l a t i v e s .  

B u t  after t h e .  famous but  .dreadful Nyos, d i8as t e . r .  

; 

However, t h i ~  was p u r e l y  based on t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  area 

It should a l s o  be noted t h a t  the Fons or Chiefs  o f  t hese  

v i l l a g e s  are said t o  be cousins.  
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0.1. GeorcraDhical S i t u a t i o n  

The v i l lages  of blm&n, Cha?, Nyos, Kuk and Kung where 

M a .  language is spoken a r e  l o a a t e d  i n  t h e  South E a s t  o f  &hem 

(wum), capital of Menchum Divis ion,  

It is q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  get t o  t h e s e  vil lages due t o  

the bad cond i t ion  o f  t h e  road. S i s t e r  Woods i n  Cry-die a t  

Bafmeng f o r  Lake Nvos v i c t i m s ,  1986 n o t e s  t ha t  it t a k e s  twelve 

minutee by air  bu t  t h r e e  hours by road f o r  one t o  g e t  t o  blm&n 

v i l l a g e  from Hum. 

b n  has about s i x t y  thousand speakers  who l i v e  along 

side wi th  non-mm elements namely t h e  Fu lan i s  and Hausas. 

Most of t h e  people are farmers  producing p r i m a r i l y  corn,  ground- 

nuts,  r i c e ,  beans f o r  subs is tance .  They also produce some cash 

crop8 Coffee. They l i v e  i n  widely s c a t t e r e d  compounds w i t h  

each compound conta in ing  a s i n g l e  family u n i t  which is o f t e n  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of  neighbouring compounds. Their 

houeee a r e  bu i l t  wi th  mud bricks and roofed w i t h  tha t ch ing  

grass as most t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b u i l t  houses  i n  t h e  northwestern 

reg ion  of Cameroon. 

A f a i r l y  l a r g e  segment of t h e  popu la t ion  has  undergone 

a rapid s o c i a l  change as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  r e c e n t  migra t ion  

t o  t he  neighbouring towns, 

men are t end ing  t o  move away (at least  temporar i ly)  t o  t he  

larger c i t ies  of Bamenda, Buea, Douala and Yaounde i n  search 

of “education’ and work. 

An i n c r e a s i n g  number of t h e  young 

Mm&n elements l i v e  t o  agree wi th  t h e i r  o t h e r  members of 

neighbouring v i l l a g e s  as they  a t t e n d  p e r i o d i c a l  markets toge- 

t h e r  namely i n  t h e  North, t h e  Mekaf, t h e  Kom i n  t h e  South, 

- ~ - o m - - - n r c r p l - r - r m a - V n v - m - - - p c r r r r .  -DpsG27 
------------ - 
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f i c a l l y ,  !&Q Vil lageS a r e  found on t h e  w a y  t o  Fundong. 

1 l o c a t e s  men villages i n  Cameroon). 

0.2. His t o r i a  ~ Ba ckaround 

(map 

Nkwi and Warnier i n  Elements f o r  His tory  o f  the Western 

g r a s s f i e l d s ,  1982 c l a s s i f y  villages under the Chap grouq. 

They assert t h a t  t hey  arrived the  r eg ion  ,as part of the migr&- 

t i o n  movements t ha t  brought the Kom (they p r e s e n t  a s i m i l a r  

pattern o f  soc ie ty1  t h e  matrilineal p a t t e r n ) ,  I s u  and &fit 

t o  t h e  Western grassfields. 

p o l i t i c a l  alliances and mutual exchange of i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

claim they t r a v e l l e d  ,eouth  through O h  and Achain and f i n a l  

set t led d e f i n i t i v e l y  south o f  Bum, 

t h e y  s e t t l e d  wi th  I s u  and Bafut a t  Ndewum nea r  Nyoe. 

Their t r a d i t i o n s  seem t o  reflect  

aZsy 

They f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

The 

founder  of Mmm and hngom and h i s  fo l lowers  are s a i d  t o  have 

been the  first t o  break o f f )  Bafut would have followed next, 

t h e n  came Nyoe, Kuk and t h e  rest. 

from Ndewum is uncer ta in .  The Chap came from the direction .rf 

NSO, crossed Kom and s e t t l e d  a t  Ndewum. It  is from there t h a t  

t h e  different groups l e f t  i n  s e a r c h  of  more s u i t a b l e  sett le- 

ments. 

0.3, 

0.3.1. Purpose, Phonology, as a part of l i n g u i s t i c s .  p re sen  

i t s  own importance as it d e a l s  w i t h  the  sound systems of 

languages, Through a phonological  s tudy,  one can g i v e  the  

me exact order o f  disperfja 

Purpose and Method o f  Studx 

s t r u c t u r e  o f  any g iven  language. It is O n l y  through a phono- 

l o g i c a l  s tudy  o f  a language t h a t  one can p o s s i b l y  determine 

p e r t i n e n t  sounds or d i s t i n c t i v e  sounds. 
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Since no l i ngu i s t i c  work has  so far been done i n  Mum, 

t h i s  a t t empt  o f  t h e  phonology of  Mmen will hopefu l ly  provide  

a wider a r e a  for more s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  language. T h i s  can a l s o  

serve  as a foundat ion f o r  t h e  development of t h e  w r i t i n g  sys- 

tem of t h e  l w a g e  t h u s  p rov id ing  Cameroon with a wri t ten 

language added t o  i t s  then  e x i s t i n g  list of  wri t ten languages. 

0.3.2. Methodolomc This work is  basically d iv ided  i n t o  

th ree  p a r t e  namely the syl lable  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  sound system 

and t h e  tone system o f  h n  language. 

focus on the v a r i o u s  segmented and p i tch  phonemes, t h e  possi- 

b l e  combination o f  sounds i n t o  s y l l a b l e s  and t he  s t r u c t u r e  of 

s y l l a b l e )  t he  s t u d y  of phonemes, phonemes seen  as t h e y  c o n t r a s t  

w i t h  o t h e r  phonemes o r  seen as being made o f  a l lophones  wi th  

p a r t i c u l a r i k i e s  imposed on them by a g iven  environment. 

0.4. then t h e  l anmager  i t s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and previous  

This s tudy  w i l l  then  

l i n n u i s t i c  work. 

According t o  Atlae L i n g u i e t i ~ u e  du Ca&eroun, (ILLCAifi), 1983, 

Mm&n i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as one of t h e  languages t h a t  make up t h e  

R i n g  sub-group o f  t h e  Western g r a s s f i e l d s  languages under t h e  

Bantoid subgroup of Benue-Congo Language. 

h n  i n  g r a s s f i e l d s  languages) .  

(Grap 1 l o c a t e s  
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MAMBI - B ~ N T U  

I I I i J - 
'POI D 

JARAWAN T I V O I D  EKOID NYANG BEBOID GRASS- ~IBM EpUA 
FIELDS 

LO1 D: 

, _ _  ~ -;::.->-iT(\ 
MOM0 E N C H U M  RING EAST GRASS 

- FIELDS ___--- , 
WEST CEN& EAST SOUTH 

.. .-... __ 
MMEN KOM BUU BABAMKI KVQ, 
~- . .  . 

GRAPH 11 hbcn i n  g r a s s f i e l d s  l anmages  

Source8 Atlas Linguisticwe du Cameroun, 1983. 

Although MmEn i s  c l a s s i f i e d  and accepted a s  a d i s t i n c t  

language from Aghem and Korn, t h e i r  respec t ive  speakers be l i eve  

and agree t h a t  there  is a degree of i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  between t h e  

th ree  and sometimes even go as far as remarking t h a t  they are 

su re ly  r e l a t ed .  

No l i n g u i s t i c  comparison has s o  far  been done between t h e  

ALCAId notes  t h a t  t h ree  b u t  as t ime goes some might be needed. 

although t h e  three  languages (Aghem, Kom and Mmcn) a r e  parts 

of t h e  Ring languages, &hem i s  considered a Ring West Language, 

while MmEn and Kom are d i s t i n c t  Ring central languages. 
I 
I 

However, no l i n g u i s t i c  study ha6 been c a r r i e d  out  on 
I 

Mmcn yet .  (Map 2 1oCate~MmMmc:n among t h e  g r a s s f i e l d s  B a n t u  

languages o f  Cameroon 
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; 1 5. The d a t  

From a corpus of a g iven  number of words, w e  could wi th  

;he help o i  informants  m a k e  up a data and organize  our linguis- 

A C  study. 

1.5.1. The data I 8ourcest  This  work i s  based on a corpus o f  

ibout a thousand words c o l l e c t e d  through t h e  h e l p  of t he  f o l -  

.owing f o u r  informant81 

' Wrs, Ndong Baba Grace, a native of MmEn r e s i d e n t  i n  Wum,  

Mr. Pong Thomas, a nurse  in t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Hosp i t a l  Bamenda, 

n a t i v e  o f  Mmen and r e s i d e n t  i n  Bamenda, 

* Mr. Jam Michael Tang, t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  Ca tho l i c  School, New 

Town Mmen, n a t i v e  o f  Mwn and r e s i d e n t  i n  h e n .  

* blr. Manje Gabriel, worker i n  t h e  Presidency of  Yaounde, 

Department o f  L i n g u i s t i c  Services, n a t i v e  of MmEn and 

r e s i d e n t  i n  Yaounde. 

).5.2. Organizat ion of t h e  work: 

Chapter I is based on Segmental Phonology i . e .  here we 

3tUdg the sounds and phonemes of Mmfn, 

Chapter I1 d e a l s  w i t h  supra-segmental phonolom i .e .  basical ly  

the va r ious  tones  of t h e  laneage, 

Chapter I11 takes  account of t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  and 

problems of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and f i n a l l y  t h e  l as t  p a r t  d e a l s  w i t h  

the conclusion. 



I CEuPTm om-' 

SEGMENTAL PHONOLOGY 

I n  t h i s  chap te r ,  first, t h e  consonants w i l l  be d i scussed  

and then the vowels. Both s e c t i o n s  w i l l  e x h i b i t :  

a)-  a c h a r t  o f  t h e  phonet ic  e n t i t i e s  a c t u a l l y  heard)  

b)- evidence for d e c l a r i n g  c e r t a i n  of t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  t o  

be i n  phonemic c o n t r a s t  o r  a l lophon ic  v a r i a t i o n i  

c)- a c h a r t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  phonemes1 

d)- a technical.  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t emen t  o f  each phoneme 

and i t s  variants and 

e ) -  a frequency s ta tement  o f  t h e  phonemes as they  occur 

i n  words. 

All t h e s e  p o i n t s  w i l l  j o i n t l y  be d i scussed  as we p r o g r e s s  

i n  our a n a l y s i s .  

Ir.1. Consonants 

19.1:l Phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  The' l a r g e r  number o f  apparent  

'consonant c l u s t e r s '  which have a l r eady  been analyzed as b a s i c  

s i n g l e  consonant p l u s  t h e  prosodies  of p r e - n a s a l i z a t i o n ,  labia- 

l i z a t i o n  and p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be considered f u r t h e r .  

In s t ead ,  t h e  remaining s e t  of what could appear t o  be ' b a s i c  

consonants '  w i l l  be descr ibed  i . e . ,  t h e  full s e t  o f  conso- 

nan t s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from each o t h e r  by t h e  parameters  of 

voicing,  manner and p o i n t  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n .  

t 

I 

The fo l lowing  c h a r t  e x h i b i t s  t h e i r  phonet ic  c h a r a c t e r i s -  

t i c s .  The phones a r e  grouped i n t o t  

- vertical  columns according t o  p o i n t  of a r t i c u l a t i o n  

( b i l a b i a l ,  l a b i o d e n t a l ,  a l v e o l a r ,  p re-pa la ta l ,  p a l a t a l ,  velar 

p l n t t n l  rind labto-velar .  



IL.1.2. Phonemic cont ras t s8  The consonant phonemes on t h e  

char t  t o  fo l low have been obtained through given analysis. 

An analysis that r equ i r e s  t h a t  sounds which could be said t o  

be al lophones be cont ras ted  i n  Word8 ( i n i t i a l ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c  

and f i n a l  positions i f  poss ib le ) .  Each sound is hereby given 

its due phonemic s t a t u s  on t h e  basis of  i t s  contrasts  with 

Other sounds. Throughout t h e  analysis, we might make use of 

?ear minimal pairs and words from d i f f e r e n t  grammatical classes 

whenever need be, 

The phoneme /P/ 

/p/ is  rea l i zed  2s t h e  vo ice l e s s  o r a l  b i l a b i a l  p los ive  

s top  i n  most  environments. 

t i a l l y  and  i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  and never c loses  a sy l l ab le .  

Dwes  i t s  phonemic s ta tus  t o  the  fol lowing cont ras t s .  

be l a b i a l i z e d  ipwl  o r  p a l a t a l i z e d  EpY]. 

It appears i n  MmEn only word i n i -  

It 

/p/ can 

(see 1.2). 

P/m /s6pg/ LElap5l vb ' t o  mend' 

/siirnU K e h C I  vb ' t o  s w i m '  

/ Ipb ' /  Lip6 1 N 'squash'  

/im3/ rim31 N ' v i s i t '  

/ p W  Lpaii3 N ' f a t h e r  

/vtitU L W & I  N 'cup'  



I 
! The Rhoneme /b/ 

/b/ is a c t u a l h e d  as t h e  voiced o r a l  bilabial  p l o s i v e  

s top  i n  a l l  environments and a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  language word 

i n i t i a l l y  and word i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  Although r a r e ,  it is a 

phoneme due t o  these c o n t r a s t s .  We have taken  i n t o  considera-  

t i o n  the sound t h a t  fo l lows  t h e  said phonemes i n  some exam- 

ples .  

see P/b 

/6bas/ k b a s l  N ' jama- jama soup ' 

/fmbas/ h b a s ]  N 'kind o f  soup'  

- b/mb 

The phoneme /I&/ 

/mb/ i s  r e a l i z e d  as the  voiced pre-nasa l ized  b i l ab ia l  

It i s  a c t u a l i z e d  as a s i n g l e  sound segment and s t o p  'LmbJ. 

due t o  t h e  fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s ,  it is  a phoneme. It  is labia- 

l i z e d  a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  be fo re  Lu, a ,  a], i n  s i n g l e  

c losed  s y l l a b i c  words ending w i t h  t h e  l a t e r a l  E11 o r  i n  

s i n g l e  open s y l l a b i c  words end ing .wi th  the . low Unround o r a l  

c e n t r a l  vowel La], be fo re  t h e  mid round o r a l  back vowel Lo ]  

i n  d i s y l l a b i c  words. 

* 

mb/p s e e  p/mb 
- mb/b see b/mb 

- mb/m 
/mbu Embw&l N ' shoulder '  

'wear ' /mu L & J  vb 

mb/n 
/ m b d  f m b & m l  N ' snake ' 
/ n y u  Sny~mll N 'beast' 



*snake ' 
/wsm/ K w b l  vb * l i e '  

' snake * 

/nd& L d b j  N ' l i f e  e 

The phoneme /m/ 

/ m /  remains t h e  voiced b i l ab ia l  n a s a l  s t o p  i n  a l l  envi- 

ronments i.e. i n i t i a l ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f ina l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  

words o r  i n  s y l l a b l e s .  

t i a l  p o s i t i o n  before given consonants as a l r eady  d i scussed  

under Chapter I )  as wel l  as non s y l l a b i c .  

and c o n t r a s t s  wi th  o t h e r  bi labial  sounds as wel l  as i ts  n a s a l  

counterpar t s .  

It can be s y l l a b i c  (mostly a t  word in i -  

It i s  always voiced 

/sa jSm/ b6n jbm]  Vb. 

/s4 jan/ Lsanjanl  N 

m/ny / I ~ W  C I ~ ~ I  prep. 

/lp&ny/ h p h n y l  N 

'wear ' 
' i r o n '  

' t o  s i n g '  

' s h i r t '  

'behind'  

'hate  ' 

' t e s t i s '  

' f u fu  c o r n '  

'&&&?A ' 
' p roverb '  



/mbsbs/ ~ m b s b s I  N 'head l o u s e s '  

/aaaa/ Loee?l N ' shadows ' 

l!h 

'water ' 

The Phoneme /f/ 

/f/ i s  a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  l a b i o - d e n t a l  f r icat ive 

i n  most environments. I t  is found i n  word i n i t i a l  i n t e r v o c a l i c  

and f ina l  p o s i t i o n s .  It i s  a r t i c u L a t e d  wi th  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  

tongue behind t h e  lower teeth. !L% c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  h i s  o t h e r  

f r i c a t i v e  c o u n t e r p a r t s  as  w e l l  as o t h e r  sounds as fo l lows ,  

It is  sometimes p a l a t a l i z e d  (see Chap. 1.2.31. 

. .  . .  
' ' . f / v '  - /€h/ hft?] N ' c u t l a s s  I 



- 14, - 
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/fa/ tf61 V b  'g ive 

/sa/ f sd  N 'bot tom ' 

If€/ fLf.61 ' vb ' see '  

/ a t /  Est1  yb ' s l a u g h t e r '  

The phoneme /v/ 
/v/ is the  voiced o r a l  l ab io -den ta l  f r i c a t i v e  i n  a l l  

environments. It c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  f r i c a t i v e s  and o t h e r  sounds. 

It i s  a phoneme r a r e l y  a t t e s t e d  i n  Mmcn. 

i n i t i a l  and i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n s  and is never at tested a t  

word f i n a l  posi t ion.  

It is found a t  

- v/ f 

- V/S  

v/z 
, ( '  . .  

- V/W 

The phoneme /t/ 

i t /  is r e a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  p los ive  

s t o p  i n  most environments. It is  r e a l i z e d  l t w l  before  the  

f r o n t  o r a l  unround h igh  vowel E i J  a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n  

o r  a t  word f ina l  sy l l ab le .  I t  is a t t e s t e d  a t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  

(where i t  is  pre-nasa l ized  be fo re  L E ]  CntJ)  and a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  

pos i t i on .  I t  i s  due t o  i t s  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  sounds t h a t  

it is  considered a phoneme. 

s e e  fi 

/va/  EviiJ N ' c h i l d  of' 

/ z&t /  LzHtJ . v t ~  . ' a l l ow ' 

/ v u  L v d  N ' c h i l d  o f '  

/ w d  CuamJ vb ' l i e  ' 



' d i f f i c u l t  , explus ive  ' 
'house'  

'crow o f  cock' 

'sweet p o t a t o e s '  

' n i g h t '  

' honey ' 

' s n a i l '  

'scar ' 

' d i f f i c u l t ,  exp lus ive '  

' pa s s  ' 

' s hoo t '  

' sneeze ' 

The phoneme /d/  

/d/ is ' t he  voiced  o r a l  a l v e o i a r  p l o s i v e  'sto'p. 
. .  . .  . .  ~ . . ~~~ .-- . ~ ' I  .. 

It can be 

l a b i a l i z e d  o r  pre-nasa l ized  at given  environments ( s e e  Chap. 

1.2). 

well as o t h e r  phonemes. 

v o c a l i c a l l y ,  it is never found a t  f i n a l  s y l l a b i c  pos i t i on .  

It c o n t r a s t s  with its pre-nasa l ized  c o u n t e r p a r t s  as 

A t t e s t e d  word i n i t i a l l y  and i n t e r -  

- d/t see  t/d 

/dam/ ldbml  N 'dry season '  

/ndbm/ h b m J  N or Vb ' b i t e '  

d/nd 

/dam/ tdhrnl N road ' 
/ndilm/ h d i d  N 'vagina ' 



The phoneme /a/ 

/B/ i s  rea l ieed  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  fr icative 

i n  a l l  environments i.e. i n i t i a l ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f i n a l  posi- 

t ions .  It is  a phoneme due t o  t he  fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s ,  

' t o  t a s t e '  

' t o  t r y ,  t o  touch '  

' t o  ru le9  

' t o  chew' 

' s c a t t e r  ' 
'smoke ' 

. 

' g izzard  ' 
'play' 

' s l a u g h t e r  ' 

'grave ' 

'eye * 

'game ' 

The phoneme /z/ 

/z/ i s  r e a l i z e d  as 

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  a t  

t h e  voiced o r a l  a l v e o l a r  

i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  and is 
f r i c a t i v e .  
never  a t t e s t e d  



: ,- \ ,  ' I :  
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at word final p o s i t i o n .  

it I8 a phoneme due t o  the fo l lowing  c e n t r a s t s .  

l i ced  when attested i n  l a a t  s y l l a b l e  of  words be fo re  til. 

Mostly found a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n  

It i e  labia- 

occurs  i n  word a t  i n i t i a l ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f i n a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

It can be p a l a t a l i z e d  a t  given environment ( see  1.2.4). I t  

is a phoneme on t h e  basis of its c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  nasal 

o r  a l v e o l a r  sounds. 

- n/m s e e  m/R 
n/ny 

/z&ula/ t Z h l 0 1  vb 'smoke' 

/ s h y € /  Ls&y€I vb ' d i s c u s s  * 

'rest * 
' s c r a t ch '  

' co ld '  

' d r y '  

' c l e a n '  

' noise.' 

' w a r m  up '  

' p l a n t '  

' l i s t e n '  

'begin '  
. .  

/ n /  i s  realized as t h e  voiced a l v e o l a r  n a s a l  s top ,  I t  



' l a w '  

/sane/ i!i*eI d!ll 

N ' rock '  
.I 

vb 'to c u r s e '  

vb ' t o  shake '  

vb. ' s c a t t e r  ' 
Adj. 'happy ' . 

The phoneme /l/ 

1 
It is a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  o r a l  vo iced  a l v e o l a r  la teral  i n  

11 environments i.e. i n i t i a l ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  

t is  known t o  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  o t h e r  sounds. It is  l a b i a l i z e d  

t word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  a s i n g l e  open syl labic  word before  

- l / d  see d/l 
- l / n  B e e  n/l 

. .  : The .phoneme ./sh/ , . . . .  . 

/sh/ i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  p r e - p a l a t a l  

r i c a t i v e .  It is a t t e s t e d  i n  M m m  a t  word initial and i n t e r  

o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n s  and never  f inally.  Although r e l a t i v e l y  

a re ,  it is a phoneme due t o  t h e  fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s .  

- sh/s see s/sh 
- Sh/e s e e  e/sh 

- sh/zh 
/!ishi/ h s h t l  N 'game' 

/ f z h l /  b z h d  N ' g a i n '  

/s4sh%/ L s a s h d  Vb 'to p l a y '  

/ s aeh l /  b z h Z 3  ' V b  ' t o  c e l e b r a t e '  

is. 



The phoneme /eh/ 

/eh/ is  a c t u a l i z e d  a8 t he  voiced o r a l  p r e - p a l a t a l  fri- 

ca t ive .  

t i ons .  It is r e l a t i v e l y  rare and contrasts w i t h  its l a b i a l i t a d  

coun te rpa r t  as w e l l  as o t h e r  sounds. 

It ie a t t e s t e d  a t  word i n i t i a l  ana i n t e r v o c a l i c  posi-* 

' t o  win, to e a t '  

The phoneme /zhw/ 

It f 8  /zh/ l a b i a l i z e d .  It is  a phoneme due t o  the  fo l -  

lowing c o n t r a s t s ,  

N 

N. 

/ci /  KciJ n 

' w i f e '  

' g i zza rd  . .  ' 

'wife ' 
'pour ' 

'wife '  

'open' 

'w i fe '  

' cou r tya rd '  

The phoneme /nu/ 

4qd -ir pr- as lthn Y € & d  n.asal -nnlatal .&&g i,s 

all environments. It i s  a t t e s t e d  word i n i t i a l l y ,  intervoca-  



I .. t -"$d - 
i c a l l y  and f i n a l l y .  It is known t o  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  o t h e r  nasals 

or pre-nasa l ized  sounds. 

phonemic s t a t u s .  

To t h e s e  c o n t r a s t s ,  it owes i t 8  

/ny/ i s  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  i n  Mmcn. 

& s e e  m/ny 
nu/n see n/np 
ny/mb see mb/nx 

/nyi /  i n y r 1  N 'mother' 

/ Y i d  llyrnl yb ' run '  

The phoneme /Y/ 

Actua l ized  as t h e  o r a l  voiced p a l a t a l  g l i d e  o r  semi-vowel, 

/y/ c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  sounds. It is a t t e s t e d  a t  word i n i -  

tial p o s i t i o n  and mostly a t  word i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n  and i n  

some few c a s e s  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  

it d e r i v e s  i t s  phonemic s ta tus  from the fo l lowing  contrasts. 

Quite r a r e  i n  Nm&n, 

I n  t h i s  example, t h e  vowel L i J  preceeding t h e  sounds has 

been t aken  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion .  

The dhoneme /k/ 

It is a r t i c u l a t e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  oral p l o s i v e  v e l a r  

stop. It  can be p a l a t a l i z e d  (1.2) i n  given environment o r  g. 
5 l a b i a l i z e d .  It c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  i t s  l a b i a l i z e d  coun te rpa r t  a8 

2 w e l l  as o t h e r  sounds. 
$~ 



It/kw 
/ k a d  N ' l i e  ' 

' g o r i l l a  ' 
/age/ N 'antelope ' 

/ak6/ b k 6 1  N ' fores t '  

/ago/ LagoJ N ' i d i o t '  

- k/x 
/6kb/ !bkYal  N 'voice ' 
/axe/ L6xY6.l N 'people * 

k/w 
N 'death' 

/ € k i d  E%kial Adj. 'c losed'  

/ Z W d  krr ld N 'thatching grass' 

The phoneme /kw/ 

/kw/ i s  /k/ labial ized.  Though rare, it i s  at tes ted  

word i n i t i a l l y  and intervocal ical ly ,  

s tatus  t o  the following contrasts. 

I t  owes its  phonemic 

ISU/k see  k/kw 
f(w/w 

i5ii;Uef y_ilr?reJ ti rTfi=ma4 

/€US/ L n a J  N 'grass ' 



/g/ i s  a c t u a l i z e d  as the voiced  o r a l  v e l a r  p l o s i v e  s top.  

t is r e l a t i v e l y  rare and a t t e s t e d  bo th  a t  i n i t i a l  and 

o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n s .  

s a phoneme. 

Its c o n t r a s t s  w i th  o t h e r  sounds prc  

- It is  p r e n a s a l i z e d  a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  before  

- t a l  a t  s i n g l e  s y l l a b i c  c l o s e d  words 

- CoJ a t t e s t e d  be fo re  t h e  bilabial  nasal LmJ 
- I t '  is pre-nasa l ized  and l a b i a l i z e d  be fo re  

. .  . .  . . .  - t E 1  . 
Ft/k see & 
R/kor s e e  ~ 

/ € g a d  ~ I g w ~ ~ l  Adj. ' s a l ty '  

/€gh&/ LlghhJ Adj. ' fa t ,  big '  

/gw' h g h - !  N 'week' 

/nybm/ L y b J  N 'beast ' 

/ g a d  Ilagb-l N 'week ' 
/nderm/ \ C n d d  N ' l i f e '  

t&!x 

g/mb 

N ' boundary ' 
N ' s a l t  ' 

N 'a boundary' 

Ad5. 'fat, big' 

N 'a l i e '  

N 'some s t o o l s  ' 

i n t e r  

we it 



I 

The Dhoneme /x/ 
/d is fac tua l i ted  as the  voiceless o r a l  velar f r i c a t i v e ,  

It is attested word i n i t i a l l y  and i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  It is 

p a l a t a l i z e d  a t  given environment (see 1.2.3). It owes i t s  

phonemic status t o  t h e  fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s .  

x/lc see k/x 

/oxe/ iCexYe3 N x/z 
'people 

'bee * 

The phoneme I g t d  

/gh/ i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  as t h e  voiced o r a l  v e l a r  f r i c a t i v e .  

It i s  a t t e s t e d  only a t  word i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n  and i s  q u i t e  

r a r e  i n  NhnEn. It c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  i t s  v e l a r  or f r i c a t i v e  coun- 

terparts t o  prove i ts  phonemic i d e n t i t y .  

before t he  o r a  1 c e n t r a l  unround low vowel La]. 

It i s  mostly a t t e s t e d  

gh/k s e e  a 

N 'mushroom ' 

The vhoneme /2/ 

/g/ is  ar t iculated as t h e  voiced  n a s a l  v e l a r  stop. It 

It i s  a t t e s t e d  a t  word i n i t i a l ,  is relatively rare i n  h e n .  

i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f i n a l  pos i t i ons .  I t a  phonemic s t a t u s  is 

obta ined  from its c o n t r a s t s  with o t h e r  n a s a l  or pre-nasa l ized  

sounds. A t  g iven environment, t he  sound i s  p a l a t a l i z e d  (see 
. .. 

1.2.3). 



&I s e e  & 
o/n see 

n/mb see p@~ 

& s e e  & 

The Dhoneme / I /  

The phoneme is  a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  oral g l o t t a l  

stop. 

e i t h e r  a t t e s t e d  word i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  o r  f i n a l l y .  

r a r e  i n  Fhm, i ts  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  o t h e r  sounds make it a 

phoneme. 

It is never  Pound a t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  a ward. It is 

R e l a t i v e l y  

I / S  - / M U /  SGt&*I N ' sna i l  ' 

/5t&s/ S6tiSl N spoon ' 

- */n 
/gti?is/ E&t&,l N ' s n a i l '  

/g t iLn/  C6thl N ' s n a r e  * 

The phoneme '/w/ . 

/w/ i s  f a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  voiced oral l a b i o - v e l a r  sound 

o r  as a semi-vowel. It is a t t e s t e d  mostly a t  word i n i t i a l  o r  

i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n s  and never  word f i n a l l y .  

found preceeding round back vowels. It owes i t s  phonemic 

s t a t u s  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s .  

It i s  mostly 

w/m see m/w 
- w/mb see mb/w 
!!LE s e e  & 
w/k see  k/w 



The phoneme /nd/ 

/nd/ is a r t i c u l a t e d  as t h e  pre-nasa l ized  voiced a l v e o l a r  

stop. Though r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  it is found word i n i t i d l y  and 

i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  It  c o n t r a s t s  with i t s  o r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  and 

other phonemes t o  prove i ts  phonemic s t a t u s .  

na/a see d/nd 
nd/mb see mdnd 

& see 

nd/n.v s e e  n d n d  

The vhoneme / ~ f /  

It i s  a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  oral labio-dental .  affri- 

Mthough a t t e s t e d  word i n i t i a l l y  and i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y ,  ca te .  

it i s  a phoneme due t o  the fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s .  

[bv] i.e. voiced a t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  Closed s i n g l e  s y l l a b i c  

It i s  r e a l i z e d  

word. 

pf/f see ~ 

Df/i. 
/€pf€ /  E ip f i l  vb ' f a i n t '  

/ i j5 /  kSj61 N ' n a i l s '  

/&pf€/ k p f E 1  N ' f a i n t i n g  f i t s '  

/&j6/ L15j61 N ' n a i l  ' 

The phoneme /ts/ 

/ts/ i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  affricate.  

It  i s  a t t e s t e d  only  a t  word i n i t i a l  and i n t e r v o c a l i c  posi-  

t i o n s .  It owes i t s  phonemic s ta tus  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  con- 

trasts. 



' pass  ' 
' sneeze ' 

' s a v i o r  ' 
' h e lp '  

' round'  

' s t o n e s  ' 

' p l e n t y '  

' l ep rosy  ' 

It  is  a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  voiced o r a l  a l v e o l a r  a f f r i c a t e  

and a t t e s t e d  only at two  word p o s i t i o n s  i n i t i a l  or i n t e r  

vocal ic .  

i s  a l s o  pre-nasa l ized  at word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  c l o s e d .  

s i n g l e  sy l lab ic  words. 

phonemic status. 

Chances of meeting it i n  words are q u i t e  s l i m .  It 

The fo l lowing  c o n t r a s t s  render  i t s  

- d z / t  see - t / d z  

- dz/z see  - z/dz 

d z / t s  s e e  t s / d z  

- dz/ c 
/dz8m/ hdzkrnl  Vb ' sneeze '  

/cbm/ Lcem3 vb ' g r ind  ' 

/ ldz3/  C i d z j J  N ' n o i s e '  

/ I C & /  ~ € & 3  N ' p a r t r i d g e  

3 



/jPm/ &njPmJ Vb ' sing ' 

me nhoneme / c L  

/c/ i a  actual ized as the VoiCele6a oral  pre-palatal 
.~ 

affr icate .  

and intervocal ical ly  only. 

trasts that  it i s  a phoneme. 

Though r e l a t i v e l y  sare, it occurs word i n i t i d l y  

i It is due t o  t h e  following con- 

c/cu 
/ C l /  

- 

. . .  . 

/$mi' LnjOmI 

vb ' s p i l l ,  pour ' 
vb 'open' 

vb 'groan' 

N 'a courtyard ' 

vb 'grind 

vb ' aing 

N 'mouth e 

N 'sun' 



/ j i /  Ljwi l  N ' cou r tya rd '  

/si/ Lei3 N ' g i zza rd  ' 

The phoneme /J/ 

It i s  f a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  voiced p r e - p a l a t a l  o r a l  affri- 

cate. 

never f inal ly .  

til t h a t  c a r r i e s  a high tone. 

It is r e a l i z e d  word i n i t i a l l y  and i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  

It i s  l a b i a l i z e d  when fo l lowing  and preceeding 

Its phonemic s t a t u s  i s  a r e a l i t y  due t o  the  fo l lowing  

c o n t r a s t s .  It i s  pre-nasa l ized  a t  word i n i t i a l .  p o s i t i o n  i n  

closed s i n g l e  s y l l a b i c  words, 

J/c see  & 
i/dz see & 
~ ' s e e  pflj. 



M m m  exhibits th i r ty - two  consonant phonemes namely 

- twenty seven basic consonant phonemes 

- two pre-nasa l ized  consonant phonemes 

- t h r e e  l a b i a l i z e d  consonant phonemes. 

i, - a -  
Phonemic chart. 

There are consonant 'phonemes grouped i n t o  s t o p s ,  nasals, 

f r i c a t i v e s ,  a f f r i c a t e s ,  la terals  end g l i d e s .  Consonant con- 

t rag t  i n  Muen f u n c t i o n s  mainly a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  and 

some f e w  occas ions  a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  poe i t i on .  

Although t h e  language is n o t  q u i t e  m u l t i s y l l a b i c ,  it is 

sometimes d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  minimal p a i r s , ' c l e a r  i n d i c a t o r s  of 

phoneme so we have from time t o  time made u s e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  

near m i n i m a l  pairs whenever need be. 



I 

*1:/ 
P 
Ld el 

m 
m 
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I' 
, _ . . ' ,  .&jp .d 

:.! .2. Vowels 

Unlike consonants, vowels are produced without a cons- 

~ l t r i c t i o n  and are described according t o  pos i t i on  of  tongue and 

l i p 6  and he ight  o f  tongue. 

W n  exhibits vowels that  are cont ras t ive .  These vowels 

could be o r a l ,  nasa l iced ,  they  could be shor t ,  

14.2.1. Phonetic rea l iza t ion8  The vowels do not  have a 

r e s t r i c t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  word of men although most of 

them occur i n  p re f ixes  and some i n  roots .  

a re  f requent ly  a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  language. 

Vowels l i k e  /i, u p  e/ 

Some vowels are nasa l ized  i n  t h e  environment o f  nasa l ,  

Otherwise most of  them a r e  o r a l ,  

The o r a l  vowels arei 

1. The following s h o r t  vowels 

- The f r o n t  unrounded high, mid, low s h o r t  vowels 

ti,. e, GJ respective.1y 

- The c e n t r a l  unrounded mid and low shor t  vowels 

[e, aJ re spec t ive ly  

- The back rounded high,  mid and low s h o r t  vowels 

tu, 0 ,  DJ respec t ive ly .  

\ 

I 



The nasalized vowels are8 

- the high unrounded front vowel 
- the low unrounded front vowel 
- the low unrounded central vowel id 

!kl 
L E J  

- the mid rounded back vowel E d  \ 

- the low rounded back vowel e5J 

No diphthong is nasalized. 

Here follows the phonetic vowel chart of basic vowels 

sounds. They are classified according to . 

1- The vertical columns the height of the tongue 

- High 
- Mid 
- Low 

2- The horizontal columnst the position of tongue and 

lips 

- Front unrounded 
. - Central unrounded 

- Back rounded. 
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Phonet ic  b a s i c  vowels c h a r t  

Mmuncn e x h i b i t s  he igh t  (8) b a s i c  vowel sounds. 

POSIT1,ON OF TONGUE 
AND LIPS 

: A l l  vowels he re  a r e  voiced, 

i 

e 

E 

CENTRAL 

UNROUNDED 

Table 2. 

BACK 

UNROUNDED 

U 

0 

3 

511.2.2, Phonemic c o n t r a s t s :  Through minimal p a i r s  o r  nea r  

minimai p a i r s  some vowels w i l l  be dec la red  phonemes. 

The vhoneme /i/ 

/i/ i s  , ac tua l i zed  a s  t h e  high o r a l  f r o n t  unrounded vowel 

i n  most environments and nasa l i zed  when preceeding a n a s a l  

( t h e  voiced v e l a r  s t o p  mostly o r  t h e  voiced a l v e o l a r  s t o p ) .  

This i s  a t t e s t e d  word i n i t i a l l y ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  and f i n a l l y  

cont ras t s  with o t h e r  vowels. 

soup' 

' jama- jam, s o u p '  



/iilCii/ 

/L si/ 
/I jii/ 

/&PI/ 

/&pa/ 

The ohonene /e/ 

vb 

vb 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

'groan' 

'cry' 

' death ' 

' forest  * 

'soil' 

'female antelope * 

' lake'  

'sun' 

' thigh ' 
'hole * 

It  i s  real ized as the mid front oral unrounded vowel. 

I t  is  a phoneme on the  basis of its contrasts with other vowels. 

It i s  attested word i n i t i a l l y ,  intervocal ica l ly  and f ina l ly .  
. .  

- see  i l e  e/i  - 
'refuse 

/ t E /  ttd Adj. 'expensive 

'cough' 
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me phoneme /e/ 

It i s  r e a l i z e d  as t h e  mld f r o n t  unrounded vowel. It is  

, e l a t i v e l y  rare a t  word i n i t i a 1 , p o s i t i o n  b u t  very  f r equen t ly  

i t t e s t ed  at word i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f i n a l  pos i t i ons .  

Tollowing c o n t r a s t s ,  it is a phoneme. 

preceeding a nasal. 

Due t o  the 

It is nasa l i zed  when 

I 
E l  0 - /Xf6/ Lrfcl 

C r f d  

N 'house'  

N ' v i l l a g e  ' 

N ' family ' 
N ' scar ' 

N ' c u t l a s s  ' 
N ' g i f t  ' 

The phoneme /a/ 
. . . /a/  is fac tuakized  as the~~louv, oen t r a l  u,nrounded vowel; 

~ ~ , 

I t  Occurs word i n i t i a l l y ,  i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  and f i n a l l y .  

nasa l i zed  when preceeding a nasa l .  

It is  

It c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  i t s  cen- 
Ei 
[, tral coun te rpa r t  and o t h e r  sounds as such. 
5 



- e- I i 
m e  ohoneme / e /  

It i s  considered as a phoneme because it c o n t r a s t s  with 

o the r  vowels. 

rounded vowel and is a t t e s t e d  i n  all word p o s i t i o n s .  

sometimes nasa l i zed  when preceeding a nasal. 

It is  a c t u a l i z e d  as t he  mid c e n t r a l  oral un- 

It is 

e/a see  d o  

see e/o 

- - 
- d e  - 

The Phoneme /u/ 

This  phoneme is  r e a l i z e d  as the o r a l  sounded h igh  back 

vowel. 

never a t t e s t e d  a t  i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  

trasts, we conclude t h a t  it is a phoneme. 

It occurs  at i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f inal .  p o s i t i o n s ,  and i s  

Due t o  t h e  fo l lowing  con- 

/xpii/ Expiil 

/fp5/ Lip51 

lml/ icx1ii3 
/X13/ h 6 1  

u/i s e e  i/u 

/mi/ E m J  
/ iW kif61 

/m/ ILiwl 
/ik6/ k k f i d  

/w Cipi\l 
/fp6'/  h k d l  

N ' p a r c e l '  

Adj. ' t i r e d '  

N ' p lace  ' 

N '  "curse  ' 

N ' baske t '  

N ' g i f t '  

N ' dea th '  

N 'worth' 

N 'parcel 
N 'squash * 



- 3 8  - , I  

The Dhoneme lo/ 

l o 1  ie r ed i sed  as t h e  mid back rounded vowel i n  most 

environments. 

and i 6  never at tested a t  i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  

n&c s ta tus  t o  the fol lowing c o n t r a s t s .  

preceeding nasa ls .  

It occupies  t h e  i n t e r v o c a l i c  and f inal .  p o s i t i o n s  

It owes i t 6  phone- 

It ie nasa l i zed  when 

& s e e  u/o 

0/3 - / i g & / k g b 1  Adj. ' d u l l '  

/ f&/  kg-63 Adj .  ' f o o l i s h  ' 

/ l p 6  I /  k p 6 ' 1  N ' squash'  

/ lp5/  h 6 j  Adj. 'weak, 60ft' 

- O / E  see  - C / O  

The phoneme / 3 /  

T h i s  phoneme i s  a c t u a l i z e d  as t h e  oral l o w  rounded back 

vowel. It is considered a phoneme on t h e  b a s i s  of t he  fo l -  

lowing c o n t r a s t s .  I t  is a t t e s t e d  word i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y  and 

word f i n a l l y  and no t  a t  word i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  It i s  nasa- 

l i z e d  when preceeding a nasal .  

_. 3 /u see  u/3 

- 3 / 0  see - 0 / 3  

The phoneme / a t /  



THE GENERAL PHONETIC CHART 

Mmcn has an inventory o f  thirteen vowel sound8 namely: 

- /eight 'basic' oral vowels 

- f ive  nasalized vowels 1 

I 

I 

l e MID 
I 

LOW E i 
1 

I 1 
i. . ,  

.H 
M I  

4 E 
L 

- Notei 1. H = HIGH,  M = MID, 



- Note: see table 8. 



s, 
1 There are eight syllable s t r u c t u r e s  ae haa a l r eady  been 

.- mentionsd and diecuesed in Chapter One. They are: 

V 

cv 
ccv 
cvc m csv \, 
CVN where N = 9, m csvc \ , 

From the ' - s t ruc ture  l i s t e d  above, it has been observed 

t h a t  t h e r e  is a maximum of two consonant p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s y l -  

lable. 

tu re  and CVC p a t t e r n ,  a l l  t h e  s y l l a b l e s  are open. 

I t  can also be observed t h a t ,  b u t  f o r ,  the CVN s t r u c -  

The V s y l l a b l e  c o n s t i t u t e s  p r e f i x e s  mostly and t h e  only  

vowels n o t i c e a b l e  t o  p o s s i b l y  stand a lone  as s y l l a b l e s  a r e  

t h e  following: /i, e ,  E, a, a / .  
The CV s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  is t he  most predominant, It 

is found a t t e s t e d  i n  p r e f i x e s  a s  wel l  a8 i n  words. 

I t  has a l r eady  been noted t h a t  on ly  c losed  s y l l a b l e  are 

CVN and C1VC2 where N = IJ? m 

where C2 = m, n, ny, T), 1, f ,  s ,  y,  ' g. 
The C M  s t r u c t u r e  is found e i t h e r  a t  morpheme f i n a l  

p o s i t i o n  a r  where t h e r e  is a cansonant c l u s t e r  comprising a 

nasal v e l a r  o r  b i labial  nasal s t o p  and which is no t  homorganic 

with t he  fo l lowing  consonant. Here a r e  60me examples: 

- CVC s t r u c t u r e  

Examples Floss 

/mb&n/ N 'snake' 
/ n d W  N 'husband' 

/mbuiil/ N ' o i l '  



/iit.ta'/ N 

/n3g/ yb 

/&tstsis/ N 

' snai 1 ' 
' suck '  

' s tones  used as 

' h a t e '  

'bamboo' 

f i r e s i d e  ' 

'pap' 
' sna re  ' 

' s t ir '  

' r o l l *  

'ear ' 
' d i s cuss  

The CCV s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  i s  one w i t h  a r e s t r i c t e d  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  

fol lowing two consonants /t/ and / m /  while t h e  C2 p o s i t i o n  

could be occupied by /a/, /z/ ,  /ts/,  /j/, / c / ,  /l/. 

t h a t  . these sounds, were e i t h e r  a l v e o l a r  or pre-pa1,atal. 

C1 p o s i t i o n  can only  be occupied by t h e  

We noted 

. .  

The only  vowels which a r e  found t o  occupy t h e  vowel peak 
. -  p o s i t i o n  are /i, E ,  e/. 

I 
. .  - 

The fol lowing a r e  examples8 

/inlTn/ N 'stars' 

/ & C U  N . ' s o i l '  

/mlE/  N 'wine' 

/tzam/ vb ' s n i f f '  
/ie jTn/ N ' u r i n e  ' 
/ i n t s T l /  N 'pus ' 
/&den/ N ' b lood '  
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It should be noted t h a t  /z/ is  only a t t e s t e d  af ter  /t/ as 

seen above. 

- The CSV p a t t e r n  i e  l i m i t e d  i n  occurrence. The p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  semi-vowel can be occupied by e i t h e r  /w/ o r  /y/.  

/y/ appears i n  a comparatively r e s t r i c t e d  environment 

than  /w/. 

1. The semi vowel /y/ 

From our data, it has  been no t i ced  t h a t  /y/ i s  a t tes to ,d  

a t  second p o s i t i o n  after t h e  fol lowing phonemes 

- t h e  a l v e o l a r  n a s a l  s t o p  

- t h e  v e l a r  n a s a l  s t o p  

- t h e  v o i c e l e s s  bilabial  p l o s i v e  s t o p  

- t h e  v o i c e l e s s  l ab io -den ta l  f r i c a t i v e  /f/ 

- t h e  v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  p l o s i v e  s t o p  

- t h e  v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  f r i c a t i v e  

- t h e  l o w  unround o r a l  c e n t r a l  vowel /a/. 

/ n /  

/9/ 

/p/ 

/k/ 

/x/ 

2 ,  The semi-vowel /w/ 

It i s  more f requent  than its p a l a t a l  counterpar t  /y/, 

Although t h e  CSV p a t t e r n  is p r e d i c t a b l e  a s  w e l l  as no t  pre- 

d i c t a b l e  ( see  Chap. I case o f  l a b i a l i z a t i o n )  /w/ has been 

occuring a f t e r  

- o r a l  Stops 

- f r i c a t i v e s  

- l a t e r a l  

- pre-nasal ize@ s tops .  
> 

I n  Mmm, t h e  only sounds t h a t  a r e  n o t  l a b i a l i z e d  a r e  

nasa ls .  There a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t  o r a l  high un- 

round vowel L i J  follows n o s t  l a b i a l i z e d  sounds b u t  f o r  t h e  -- P *-, 
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- 'Lgd 
- lmbwl 
- Smpwl 

where w e  have e i t h e r  l a ]  o r  XB]. 
Examples 

/zhWl/ N 

/1 U r i D l  Ad j 

/ i t w i g /  Ad j 

/ c K /  vb 

/ D g w x l e /  vb 

/sbuzWI/ N 

/ g % d  N 

/mbv)u N 

/mplJatB/ vb 
/ mbw a 1/ Adj.  

The fol lowing t a b l e s  show t h e  p o s s i b l e  combinations of 

s i n g l e  consonants i n  s y l l a b l e  onse t  and vowels i n  sy l lab ls  
. .  . .  

'Table 10' shows t h a t  t h e  m o s t  regular vowels which fol- 

We can t h e r e  low almost all t h e  consonants are 'Li, u ,  a ,  d. 
f o r e  deduce t h a t  from what we have, a t t e s t e d ,  i n  table 11, 

t h e  consonants which can combine with vowels t o  form CV pre- 

f i x e s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d .  The fol lowing seven consonants are 

a t t e e t e d  i n  p r e f i x e s  

Consonants Example s a 
/pkti/ N 'male owner' /PI 

/ d  /m:sas/ N 'head l o u s e s  I 

/w/ &pi/ N ' bu i l d e r  ' 
- .  - m i n e  isy&$ - i z i  -IT 

g l o s s  

' w i f e  ' 
' f u l l '  

' o l d '  

'open ' 
' t w i s t  ' 
'nose ' 
' sa l t  ' 
' shoulder '  

' o i l y '  

' r econc i l e  I .  
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Consonants Examples g losa  

/k/ /k6Wa&/ Adj ' c h i l d i a h  

/ f/ / f O t s b m P /  N 'p ipe ' 

/v/ /V&Ph/ N ' orphan * 

/a/ /a&Sbs/ Vb ' t o  punch' 

/ny/ /nyEdE/ N 'female h o s t '  

Given some coincidence between t a b l e s  1 0  and 11, some 

combinations a r e  a t tes ted i n  r o o t s  as w e l l  as pre f ixes .  These 
combinations are a s  below stated. 

Combinations Examples 

/ p e d  /petE/ N 
/pBdE/ N 

/me-/ /masas/ N 

/mak&y/ N 

/wu-/ /wGpana/ N 

Pii D E /  N 

I ta - /  /tayem/ N 

/ t Q b W  N 

/Ice-/ /k6%%/ Adj  

/k6vaxE/ Adj 

/k0-/ / k b z B s E d  Ad j 

/k6dWTr)/ N 

/f+/ / f d t & m 6 /  N 

/fesas/ N 

/va-/ /vtivainy/ N 
/vtit3/ N 

gloss_ 

'male owner' 

' m a l e  host' 

'head louses  * 

'gun powder' 

'dancer' 

' b u i l d e r '  

' furrow' 

'tobacco ' 

' c h i l d i s h  ' 
' i gno ran t ,  i nnocen t '  

'sad' 

'sorrow 

'bush c a t '  

'head l o u s e '  

'grand c h i l d '  

' p r ince  ' 



/ tIY€/ / nye t i /  N 
/nyZd6/ N 

The fo l lowing  are t a b l e s  10 

'basic sounds (phones) '  a r e  consi  

i t  f o r  cbvl a r e  phonemes). 

' t o  c r e a t e '  

' t o  p u l l  groundnuts '  

' t o  u r i n a t e '  

' t o  r u l e '  

' t o  f r y '  

'female owner' 

'female h o s t '  

and 11 r e s p e c t i v e l y  where 

dered no t  phonemes (al though 
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ROOTS 

i e e o a a o u  Vowels in syllable 
P t + + + t i t t  peak 

b - - - + t -  - 
t + + + + t i -  - 
d t i i t t i  A t  

1t i t i t t r  f f 

- i + t  6 - i -  

m t -  - + + t i +  

+ - + + t -  - +  

- 
& 

z 
0 

w 
m < 
4 

v, 

0-4 V i -  i t + -  
z 

cn S t t t f f t t  f 
Ei 
2 

z 
0 

C 
0 

u 
H x 
v1 
-4 

8 
n 

trl ny i - + - i - - t  

- - - + + + -  - rJ 

f t t t t i - r  1 f 
e 

- - 

4 2 + -  - t +  i -  i 

s s h  t - - t - + +  7 - 
zh t - - t -  ' t t  

- t  - - t -  - - 
- - - - - + -  m gh - 

p f - t - + -  .. - - 
- - - - - b v - i -  

ts i - i i - + - t 

dz - t - t - + - 
C t t - + + i t +  

i -  - i t + - +  

- 

j 
- 1 + i t + -  + +  

Y t -  - + -  - - i  

- +  - 4 -  - - - W 

go+,, '+' iprlicetPC =ttef9E&d CnJ-&.mti& - 
I - '  i n d i c a t e s  l a c k  o f  such a cofibinat ion.  

Table 10. 



P 

w 

in 

t 

k 

f 

V 

S 

nY 

Vowels in 
svllable pea:. 

- Note8 see ' t a b l e  10' 

Table 11. 



L 49 - 
CHAPTER TWO 

SYLLABLE STRUCTURE AND PROBLEMS 

OF I NTERPRETATI ON 

Use has  been made i n  t h i s  p i ece  o f  work o f  t h e  General 

AlDhabet o f  Cameroon lanmcuaa es for t h e  phonet ic  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  

The Mmn sound system i s  cha rac t e r i zed  by consonants and 

vowels (mostly s h o r t  ones) and a number of  diphthongs. It  

should be noted t h a t  8ome consonants could be voiced o r  voice- 

less, o r a l  o r  nasal and the  vowels could be o r a l ,  nasa l i eed  

or long. 

i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s  of  t h i s  s tudy  combine t o  form a number o f  

s y l l a b l e  types .  

The above mentioned segments which w i l l  be descr ibed 

Although t h e  moat predominant s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  

language (as i s  t h e  case  i n  most  languages o f  t h e  Western 

G r a s s f i e l d s  Bantu)  i s  t h e  CV p a t t e r n ,  M m t x  p r e s e n t s  a l l  toge- 

-the?? a number o f  s y l l a b l e  pa t t e rns .  

1.1. S y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  
IPhere e i & t  syllable p t t e r n s  i n  lshcn lan- 

t%age. The fol lowing 

paterns .  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t e  the  var ious  



Example 8 Gloss l l a b l e  
t t e r n s  

1 

/I-ffi/ N 'medicine ' v. cv 
/X-pf€/ N ' f a i n t i n g  f i t s '  v. cv 

cv /Nip€/ N ' b u i l d e r  ' cv. cv 
/nyhE/  N 'meat ' cv. cv 

ccv /a€/ N 'wine' ccv 
/&Cd/ N 'female an te lope '  ccv 

cvc /oyiid N ' h a i r '  cvc 
/nd;5m/ N 'husband ' cvc 

CVN /pIQnl /  N ' r o l l  ' CVN. CV 
/&rJnf/ N ' e a r '  CVN. CY 

/ggw%lk/ Vb ' t w i s t '  csv. cv 
/mbw;'okE/ N 'chimpanzees' csv. cv 
L n Y d  N ' i r o n '  csv 

csvc /rnhwh/ rr 'oil' 
/mbw31/ A d j .  ' o i l y '  

csv .vc 
1'9TT TIT! 

. .  
The f i n a l  consonant i n  a c losed  s y l l a b l e  can e i t h e r  be 

a) t h e  n a s a l s  i . e .  

- t h e  b i l a b i a l  s t o p  CmJ.  

- t h e  a l v e o l a r  s t o p ,  hl 
- t h e  p a l a t a l  s t o p  Lny] 

- t h e  v e l a r  s t o p  

t t h e  following o r a l  s t o p s  

- t h e  g l o t t a l  C * J  
- t h e  voiced v e l a r  cgl 

I t  should be noted t h a t  t hese  o r a l  s t o p s  a r e  r a r e  i n  

M m m  and r a r e l y  do they occur a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  

c )  t h e  following f r i c a t i v e s 8  
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- t h e  o r a l  v o i c e l e s s  a l v e o l a r  LsJ 
f r i c a t i v e  

d )  t h e  below mentioned l a t e r a l 8  

- t h e  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  l a t e r a l  L11 

e )  t h e  fol lowing glide1 

- t h e  o r a l  p a l a t a l  g l i d e  LJ'J 

The g l i d e  is however r a r e  i n  word f i n a l  pos i t i on .  The 

following are examples t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t he  above a s s e r t i o n .  

The o r a l  s t o p s  

N 

N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

, Vb 
N 

Adj. 

N. 

N. 
N 

N 
N 

Y b  

N 
N 

Gloss 

'snake ' 

' c r ab '  

' j a w '  

'wi tch '  

' t a i l '  
' famine ' 

' l i k e '  
'proverb ' 

'wicked ' 
'armpit ' 

' corner  ' 
' rnaggo t ' 

'payment ' 
' v i l l a g e  ' 

' suck '  

'dust' 
' rope ' 
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Examples Gloss  1 The g l i d e  

Lii p ~ y  J 'pap ' 
LsSpgyJ ' t o  n a i l '  

The CSV pat te rn  r e s u l t s  from l a b i a l i z a t i o n  o r  pa l a t a -  

l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  p r e d i c t a b l e  i n  some cases.  This  i s  due 

t o  t h e  presence of  t h e  semi-vowel Iw1 o r  I y j  a f t e r  o r a l  s tops ,  

pre-nasal ized s t o p s ,  f r i c a t i v e s  or l a te ra l s  i .e.  

a )  a f te r  /p .  t ,  d. k. g/ 

Examples 

Lrnpwssj N 

LpwSthJ N o r  Vb 

LipYSJ N 

L t i h t w i  J Ad j. 

LitW'igl Adj .  

C d w i s a J  A d j .  

e t h 3 d w S J  Adv. 

/Ck%mbid Vb 

b) a f t e r  pre-nasal ized voiced s t o p  /b. p,/ 

Examples Gloss 

Lmbwfi] N. ' shoulder '  

LmbwSlJ adj .  ' o i l y '  

LggWZ12J ~b ' t w i s t  ' 

Gloss 

'pimples ' 

' c a r e s s '  

' de l ive ry  ' 

' rude ' 

' o l d '  

'awaken' 

'suddenly' 

'wonder ' 

'voice ' 
' t h ink  ' 

'Ed l ty '  

c )  a f t e r  t h e  f r i c a t i v e  /zh. x/ 
LzhVi] N 'w i f e '  

/ 
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CzhwisE] V b  'b rea the  ' 
L6xYBJ N 'people,  crowd ' 

d)  a f t e r  t he  a f f r i c a t e s  IC, i/ 

Lcwi J V b  ' --en ' 
L f j w l J  N ' cour tyard '  

e )  af ter  t h e  l a t e ra l  

hWI7)] Adv. ' f u l l '  

The CSV p a t t e r n  can a l s o  r e s u l t  from l a b i a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  

i s  p red ic t ab le .  T h i s  is due t o  the  presence of t h e  semi-vowel 

[w] a f t e r  some s t o p s  bu t  before  the  high oral round and back 
, . '  

i 'vowel tu]. T h i s  type of l a b i a l i z a t i o n  is much more r a r e  t h a n  

t h e  non-predictable one i n  t h e  language. 

Some examples o f  p r e d i c t a b l e  l a b i a l i z a t i o n  

Examples class 
eidWG5J N ' stomach ' 

. LpwGnyeJ Adj. 'cheap' 

I n  hnEn, a s y l l a b l e  can be s h o r t  and open (/t€/ Adj. 'ex- 

pensive '  - / f E /  

- /dfiz/ V b  

'week'). 

Adv. ' t h e r e ' ) )  long and open (/%li~</ N ' b r idge '  

' g o ' ) )  o r  c losed (/mb&n/ N 'snake'  - /7)g&m/ N 

- Avl v2 sequence i n  W n  can c o n s i s t  o f  

1- two l i k e  vowels8 

e,g. / z W  WJ ' a l low'  ( o r  z 6 1 )  

/z%/ yb ' q u a r r e l '  ( o r  2 5 1 )  

i n  which case we speak o f  a long vowel o r  of 
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2- two unl ike vowels 

e. g. /ped Adj. ' loud '  

/ c G /  N 'sample ' 
/ p s /  N ' s ay '  

i n  which case we speak o f  a diphthong. Both cases  a r e  treated 

below. 

It should be noted t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r a r e l y  s y l l a b l e s  con- 

s i s t i n g  o f  a Vi V2 sequence followed by a consonant. 

a r e  some rare exceptions.  

Here 

/&t i ibn /  N. 'pan ' 

/ l t lQf /  Ad j. 'poor ' 

/atI&f/ N. ' b e l ch '  

- The CVC pat tern 

The CVC p a t t e r n  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d  i n  occurrence, The Cy 

p o s i t i o n  can only be occupied by o r a l  s t o p s  o r  pre-nasal ized 

s t o p s 9  The only  vowels which have been found t o  occupy t h e  

,vowel peak p o s i t i o n  are. the  c e n t r a l  vowels / a ,  e/ o r  the high 

vowels /i, u/. 

e.g. / g d  N 'week' 

/nd&m/ N -  ' l i f e '  

/tam/ vb ' d ig  o r  shoot '  

/PhS/ Vb o r  N ' s l a p '  

I t  should be noted t h a t  t h i s  s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  is very 

f requent  i n  a s i n g l e  s y l l a b i c  word a n d  t h i s  word i s  u s u a l l y  

a c losed  s y l l a b i c  type. 

There does e x i s t  a s y l l a b i c  nasal i n  t h e  language i .e .  

/ m / .  I t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from the  o the r  n a s a l s  i n  t h a t  it i s  

s y l l a b i c  and t h u s  c a r r i e s  a tone.  I n  Mmcn t h e  tone i s  e i t h e r  
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low o r  mid.  T h i s  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l  appears  mostly i n  nouns and 

i n  r a r e  occasions i n  verbs.  

e.g .  

/rntsll/ N 'pus ' 
/hSl/ vb ' tear '  

/ h d /  N ' s o i l '  

/ai/ N 'wine' 

_ -  
The s y l l a b i c  n a s a l  LihJ is found i n  c losed  s y l l a b i c  words 

as wel l  as i n  open s y l l a b i c  words. I t  is a t t e s t e d  only a t  

word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  and is real ized before  e i t h e r  t h e  fo l -  

lowing a l v e o l a r s  o r  pre-pa la ta l s .  

1. Alveolars  

, v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  a f f r i c a t e  LtsJ  
/%tsll/ N 'pus ' 

, v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  a l v e o l a r  f r i c a t i v e  LsJ  

/?id vb ' t e a r '  

, voiced o r a l  l a te ra l  LlJ 

/a€/ N 'wine'  

2. P re -pa la t a l s  

. v o i c e l e s s  o r a l  pre-palatal a f f r ica te  LcJ 

/%Cfi/ N 'female an te lope '  

, voiced o r a l  p re -pa la t a l  a f f r i c a t e  S j J  
/in j in/  N ' u r ine  ' 

It should be remarked t h a t  while t h e  s y l l a b i c  nasa l  / m /  

carries a mid o r  low tone,  t h e  s y l l a b l e  next  t o  i t  carries 

a h igh  tone.  
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However, t h e  cases  o f  us f i n d i n g  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l s  are 

q u i t e  s l i m .  They are n o t  a6 f requent  i n  words and s y l l a b l e s  

as t h e  non-syl labic  nasa ls .  

I n  l i g h t  of  t h e  above i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h e  basic CY sy l -  

l ab le  p a t t e r n  is  maintained as t h e  norm. 

Abstracting t h e  f e a t u r e s  of  l a b i a l i z a t i o n ,  p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  

and  p re -nasa l i za t ion  a8 prosodies  of the s y l l a b l e  g r e a t l y  s i m -  

p l i f i e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  a n a l y s i s  and reduces t o  a r e l a t i v e l y  simple 

form what  would otherwise be a large number of  complex conso- 

nan t  c lus te rs  (Roger Mohrlang i n  S t u d i e s  i n  Nigerian Languages 

No. 2,  1972). 

x . 2 .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  Rroblems 

There do ex i s t  also two sound segments occuring i n  a word 

which could be broken down i n t o  two p a r t s  and  ehCh p a r t  con- 

veying a meaning a8 a t t e s t e d  below. 

e .g ,  

? h i  J ' b r o t h e r '  

LdGrnbJ might mean 'grown' 

CG J might mean 'who' 

k g  IGdiirnb J N ' e l d e r  ~~ b r o t h e r '  

I n  a word-to-word t r a n s l a t i o n  the  above word might stand 

f o r  'b ro ther  who is grown'. This word i%Jiiidum&l, broken i n t o  

two with every sepa ra t e  p a r t  a meaning, p o r t r a y s  t h e  fac t  t h a t  

CiuJ i s  j u s t  t h e  combination o f  s e p a r a t e  sound segments with 

each r ep resen t ing  a d i s t i n c t  e n t i t y  i , e .  Lij d i f f e r e n t  from 

LuJ. 
In another  i n s t ance ,  two vowels could occur toge the r  88 

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r edup l i ca t ion  o f  morphemes i n  c e r t a i n  words. 
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e.g. 

L 6 t f p f b t l p k j  Ad+ 'side by s i d e '  

LBfPBcShJ N 'ashes' 

There a r e  some s i t u a t i o n s  of  vowels occuring toge ther  

which do no t  fit i n t o  the  above mentioned i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  

Lrtie J AdV 'low' 

Lut fhJ  Adv ' fa r '  

Cpti&t& I \Ib 'pack' 

Each of the  two vowels c a r r y  tone and t h e  tones are 

d i f f e r e n t  i n  as much as one i s  low and t h e  o the r  one high o r  

vice-versa. 

The f e e l i n g  we  der ive  i s  t h a t  each of  them may belong t o  

~ a d i f f e r e n t  s y l l a b l e  and it is the re fo re  no t  far from t h e  p o i n t  

i f  one concludes t h a t  there  ex i s t ed  a consonant on the  second 

s y l l a b l e  t h a t  has  been omitted probably i n  r a p i d  speech. 

The consonmt which i s  l i k e l y  t o  f i t  a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  

~. ~. . ~. 
is the  p a l a t a l  g l i d e  b]. 

I n  this case, t h e  words could be represented as such8 

Cstiyel Adv 'low ' 

Ce t l y h  3 Adv ' far '  

K*Gyit&l vb 'pack ' 

T h i s  i s  another proof confirming t h e  predominance of CV 

s y l l a b l e  'pa t te rn  over the  o ther  p a t t e r n s  i n  Ymn language. 

X.2.4. Lab ia l i za t ion*  I t  i s  represented by t h e  lab io-ve lar  

g l ide  CwJ. 
a d i s t i n c t i v e  and a non-dis t inct ive feature .  

Lab ia l i za t ion  prosody i n  rmm i s  a t  the same time 

a) - Lab ia l i za t ion  as a d i s t i n c t i v e  feature:  We have 

not iced a few cases  where l a b i a l i z a t i o n  can be considered as 

a d i s t i n c t i v e  f ea tu re  and thus  rendering the  l a b i a l i z e d  as 

w l l  1" +he nnn l nb ja l i zed  sounds the  status o f  separa te  
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phonemes from each other.  

I n  t h i s  case, l a b i a l i z e d  consonants and t h e i r  non-labia- 

l i z e d  counterpar t s  form minimal pa i r s .  

Here a r e  some examples t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  above mentioned 

asser t ion .  

/ C W l /  vb 

k / kw 
CkE.l) N 

' s p i l l ,  pour '  

' open ' 

' e a t ,  w i n '  

'wi fe '  

' l i e  * 

'boundary' 

'money' 

' arms * 

Apart from t h e s e  r a r e  cases  of  l a b i a l i z a t i o n  as a d i s -  

t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e ,  l a b i a l i z a t i o n  is a l s o  (and most o f  the time 

when a t t e s t e d  i n  idl&n) a non d i s t i n c t i v e  fea ture .  

b) Lab ia l i za t ion  as non d i s t i n c t i v e  

1. but p red ic t ab le  f e a t u r e  

I t  i s  a non d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  f o r ,  l a b i e l i z e d  conso- 

n a n t s  a r e  i n  complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  non-labia- 

l i z e d  counterpar ts .  

I t  i s  not  a common phenomenon i n  our language o f  study 

and s o  far  few consonants could be l a b i a l i z e d  as already men- 

t ioned under CSV s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  (1.1). The following con- 

sonants a r e  l a b i a l i z e d  i n  s y l l a b l e s  when followed e s p e c i a l l y  

by the  o r a l  back high and round vowel LuJ I i p ,  d ,  kj. 

sounds a r e  o r a l  s tops.  

These 

/p/ --> CPWI / -u 
e.g. kpwG31J V b  ' s l e e p '  

/ d /  --> i d W ]  / -u 
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e.g. LfdWu/z] I ,  'abdomen' 

/k/ --> fckw] / ,u 

e.g. CUitkuIiZJ N ' t r a v e l l e r '  

There has  been no t i ced  a case  o f  p r e d i c t a b l e  l a b i a l i z e d  

pre-nasalized stop. 

/mb/ --> LmbwJ / ,U 

e.g. C m b v d  N. ' o i l  ' 

These consonants a r e  non-d i s t inc t ive  and q u i t e  p r e d i c t -  

ab le  because found before  e,]. They a r e  Lpw, dw, kw, rnbwl. 

The rule of p r e d i c t a b l e  l a b i a l i z a t i o n  i s  only  a p p l i c a b l e  : 

t o  /p,  k, d ,  mb/. 

four  sounds would be included.  

A genera l  r u l e  could be der ived  whereby t h e  

I t  should be noted t h a t  /p, mb, d ,  k/ a r e  found l a b i a l i z e d  

as is t h e  case i n  

CBpGJ N ' h o l e '  

iLdii5J Y b  'go ' 

2. Non D i s t i n c t i v e  and non p r e d i c t a b l e  f e a t u r e  

There i s  a case o f  l a b i a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  non p r e d i c t a b l e  

( a n d  non d i s t i n c t i v e )  as i s  t h e  case above mentioned. "his 

has been a l r eady  noted under s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  as CSV p a t t e r n  

w i t h  no much d e t a i l s .  This type of l a b i a l i z a t i o n  i s  most ly  

found 

- a t  word i n i t i a l  sy l lab les  when followed by /i, E, e ,  a/ 

which a r e  e i t h e r  c e n t r a l  o r  f r o n t  vowels bu t  a l l  unrounded 

vowels. Here are t h e  fol lowing a f f e c t e d  consonantst 

i n  t h e  cases  above mentioned and remain non- lab ia l ized  e l s e -  

where even i f  f o r  t h e  case of Lp, d ,  kJ found i n  f r o n t  o f  LuJ 



Adj. 

Vb 

N 

N 

Adj. 

V b  

Adj. 

vb 

Adj. 

The fo l lowing  ru l e s  could r e s p e c t i v e l y  be der ived.  

1. /k/ --> LkwJ / --Le, a] 

J,. -' 
,j 2. /$ --> LgWJ / - ,a-, 

3. /mb/ ---> L m b w J  / --La, e l  

. . . . .:.- . . . .  .. 4. . /qd --> LggWJ. / --til 
~~~ ~, ~~~~~ ~ ~ 

5. /d/ --> LdWJ / --h] 

6 .  / z /  --> L ~ W J  / --Lil 

7. /I/ --> L l w J  / --til 

- a t  word i n t e r v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n  when followed by /a ,  i/. 

The consonants t h a t  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  secondary a r t i c u l a t i o n  

are /p ,  t ,  eh/. 

Examples Rloss 

CfBpw&sI N 'pimple ' 

~ i t w r g l  Ad j .  'old' 

'ddau ' ~ z A w . r , t l  - AI ___~ - T- 

gloss 

' c o r r e c t  ' 

' t h ink  ' 

' s a l t '  

' shoulder '  

' o i l y '  

' t w i s t  ' 

'awaken' 

' b r ea the  ' 
' f u l l '  
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One could d e r i v e  t h e  fol lowing ru l e .  

/p/ ---> Upw1 /e - a 

/t/ ---> C t w l  /i -- i 

/zh/ ---> CzhW] /a -- i 
We n o t i c e  t h a t  all t h e s e  vowels are e i t h e r  high LiJ ,  mid 

Examples glose 

Lb&sikwiJ N 'jama jam, soup'  

LfkW&I N ' g o r i l l a s '  

Rule. 
/k/ ---> EkWj / --ci, a3 - 

t&d dwi 1 Adv 'suddenly' 

Rule. 
/d/ ---> Ld.3 / -- i 

1. 

2. 

3. 

LeJ o r  l o w  La3 bu t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  are unround. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

II.2.a P a l a t a l i z a t i o n :  Like l a b i a l i z a t i o n  ( i n  some c a s e s ) ,  

p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  is a non-d is t inc t ive  prosody. I t  p r e s e n t s  a 

phonet ic  s t a t u s  i n  Mmn and is q u i t e  ra re .  When a sound i s  

p a l a t a l i z e d ,  f y j  t h a t  marks t h e  second a r t i c u l a t i o n  is ar t i -  

cu la t ed  s imultaneously with t h e  consonant as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

o f  t h e  phoneme i t s e l f .  

P a l a t a l i z e d  consonants (though r a r e )  a r e  i n  complementary 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  non-palatal ized counterpar t s .  The 

fol lowing s i x  consonants undergo t h e  s a i d  condi t ion ing  /p,  k, 

n, 9, f ,  x/. 

found a t  r o o t  i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  

I t  should be noted t h a t  a l l  t hese  eounds a r e  

R*. 
/z/ ---> SZ.1 / -- I 



However one is tempted t o  say t h a t  f / f y  form a m i n i m a l  

pa i r  bu t  t h a t  i s  no t  t h e  case as t h e  tone  of  t he  second vowel 

posed a problem 1.e. i n  one case it i s  low while i n  t h e  o t h e r  

it i s  h igh .  

E S f a J  N 'hoe 

Ih SfYS 3 N ' h i l l  ' 
The fo l lowing  examples p o r t r a y  p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  i n  Mm&n 

language. 

Examples a 
/l'pYe/ N ' d e l i v e r y '  

lBkYQ/ N ' vo i ce '  

/nY&/ N ' i r o n '  

/ D Y i h 2 /  yb 'crawl' 

/ B f Y 6 /  N ' h i l l '  

/6fl6/  N 'people ' 

The tone  of  t h e  s y l l a b l e  t h a t  i s  a f f e c t e d  by p a l a t a l i z a -  

t i o n  c a r r i e s  a h igh  tone  as no t i ced  above. The words above 

a r e  nouns bu t  f o r  one t h a t  i s  a verb. h't aside t h e  nasals 

En, 731 a l l  t h e  o t h e r  sounds namely t h e  s t o p s  tp l  kl, t h e  fri- 

c a t i v e s  Cf, XI a r e  voice less .  

. .  

Not only  consonants undergo p a l a t a l i z a t i o n .  The follow- 

i n g  low c e n t r a l  o r a l  unround vowel LaJ undergoes t h e  condition- 

ing 

- a t  V1 p o s i t i o n  between a l v e o l a r  n a s a l  s t o p  l n l  a t  C 1  and 

C2 pos i t i ons .  

- a t  Vi p o s i t i o n  between a l v e o l a r  n a s a l  s t o p  ln3  and 

a l v e o l a r  o r a l  v o i c e l e s s  s t o p  E t ]  a t  c1 and C2 p o s i t i o n s  

respec t ive ly .  



e.g. L a i n 6 1  ~b ' look ' 
L n a i t ~ m l  N 'queen' 

It should be noted t h a t  En] and E t ]  a r e  a l v e o l a r  sounds 

so one could conclude t h a t  ICs] is  p a l a t a l i z e d  between a l v e o l a r  

sounds. 

We not iced  however t h a t  t h e  vowels t h a t  fol low t h e  pala- 

t a l i z e d  consonants a r e  e i t h e r  e o 1  o r  LaJ which are r e s p e c t i v e l y  

t h e  mid, o ra l ,  unround c e n t r a l  vowel and t h e  low, o r a l  unround 

c e n t r a l  vowel. These a r e  t h e  only  c e n t r a l  vowels found i n  our 

language of a n a l y s i s  as w i l l  be proven i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s .  

One could conclude t h a t  

1- p a l a t a l i z e d  consonants a r e  a l l  followed by unround 

c e n t r a l  vowels. 

2- p a l a t a l i z e d  o r a l  consonants a r e  followed by L a j ,  

3- p a l a t a l i z e d  n a s a l s  a r e  followed by La]. 

4- Only a l v e o l a r  and v e l a r  n a s a l  s t o p s  i n ,  l ) J 1  l ab i a l  

v o i c e l e s s  Lp, f l  o r  v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  ck, XI could be p a l a t a l i z e d  

a t  r o o t  i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  

5- The p a l a t a l i z e d  vowel t a i l  i s  attested a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  

p o s i t i o n  between a l v e o l a r  sounds E t ,  nl .  

The fol lowing r u l e s  could be der ived.  

1. /p, k, f ,  x/ ---> LpY, kY, fyl xu3 / -0 

r e s p e c t i v e l y  

2. /n, n/  ---> SnY' QYI /-a 

3. /a/ ---2 t a i l  1 En3 - lt, n l  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  
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2.3 .  Pre-nasalization8 A pre-nasalized consonant is a 

sequence of a nasal plus another stop. It is necessary to 

determine whether the said sound. constitutes a single.eound 

or two sound segments. 

There is more evidence for considering the pre-nasalized 

consonants we have here as single sound segments. In W n  one 

finds only one syllabic nasal Cm1 that carries either a high 
o r  mid tone (as mentioned in 1.1). 

mental phonology here are the pre-nasalized consonants. 

Though analysed under seg- 

It should be noted that some of these prenasalized con- 

sonants could be labialized. The two  prosodies attested on 

the same sound segment could be predictable or not predictable 

zation prosody with the basic consonants. It should be noted 

however that the language presents 

- five pre-nasalized stops namely 
the two bilabial stops (both voiceless and voiced 
[PI b] 

the two alveolar stops (both voiceless and voiced 
Ct, d l  - - . - id -2- . a d  .La] 

-.VI-TSc" -AIL -YVy ---. 

* 

- sounds examples gloss 

Lmp 1 rmpnaE7 N 'pimples ' 
cmbl [mb&m7 N 'snake ' 

Sntl htEnsi_r ~b 'twinkle ' 
lndj [ndkng Adv 'today' 

Endzl h d z @  yb 'sneeze ' 
Cn j1 h j G 7  vb 'sing' 

b g l  b g w 7  N 'proverb 

The following chart shows the occurrence of pre-nasali- 
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- t h e  voiced a l v e o l a r  affricate 

- t h e  voiced  pre-palatal a f f r i c a t e  

Cdzl 

tj3 

A l l  t o g e t h e r  M m m  p r e s e n t s  a l ist  o f  seven pre-nasalized 

I t  should be noted t h a t  on ly  some s t o p s  and affricates 

are affected by t h e  given prosody. 

Pie-nasal ized consonants c h a r t ,  

The fo l lowing  c h a r t  p o r t r a y s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of pre- 

n a s z l i z a t i o n  prosody with t h e  basic consonants a t  t h e i r  var ious  

p o i n t s  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  when pre-nasa l ized  namely b i l a b i a l ,  

a l v e o l a r ,  p re -pa la t a l  and velar .  

1.2.5. Affricatest /pf ,  bv, ts, dz,  c ,  j/ a r e  t h e  s i x  affr i -  

cates found i n  M m m .  

singie pi.lon-mi.c -4s -- =t++ qWrr- +* ===Le 

consonants on t h e  fol lowing bas is1  

a)-  no cases  of  r eve r se  sequences fp ,  vb, st,  . z d ,  s h t ,  .--- - . ~ .  

They a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  as func t ion ing  as 
n. 

.. 

b)- ana lyz ing  t h e s e  a f f r i c a t e s  as s i n g l e  segments f i t t i n g  

t h e  C V  p a t t e r n  a n a l y s i s  s impl i f ies  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  sy l -  

l a b l e  a l though t h e r e  exis ts  a CCY s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  

It should be noted t h a t  9.~1 and CjJ a r e  t h e  combination 

of a l v e o l a r  s t o p  L t ]  and the p re -pa la t a l  f r i c a t i v e  Lshl on t h e  

one hand and t h e  a l v e o l a r  s t o p  LdJ and t h e  p re -pa la t a l  f r i c a t i v e  

czh3 on t h e  o t h e r  hand. 

Detailed a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  a f f r i c a t e s  w i l l  be seen  whi le  

t r e a t i n g  segmental phonology. 

The follovting are examples w i t h  a fCr i ca t e s .  



sounds examples 

/Pf/ !kpf€l 

/bv/ cbv6f J 
/ts/ CtsstiJ 
/&z/ e ldz3J  

/C /  Ccil  
/ j/ II jhml 

There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  

. . -. 

gloss 

N ' f a i n t i n g  f i t s '  

vb ' a s k '  

vb 'p ra i se  ' 

N 'no ise  ' 

vb 'pour,  s p i l l '  

N 'axe ' 

i n  Mmcn t o  have pre-nasal ized 

consonants l a b i a l i z e d .  T h i s  is n o t  p r e d i c t a b l e  but worthy of  

They are found a t  word i n i t i a l  pos i t i on .  There are 

Empwa s J N 'pimp l e  s ' 

E m b w d  N ' shoulder  ' 
frJtp512J vb 'twist' 

I t  should be remarked t h a t  although a f f r i c a t e s  could 

e i t h e r  be  l a b i a l i z e d  o r  pre-nasal ized only  t h e  t w o  b i l a b i a l  

s tops  l p ,  b] could be l a b i a l i z e d  as well as t h e  voiced v e l a r  

Although they  do n o t  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e i r  l a b i a l i z e d  o r  

pre-nasalized counterpar t s .  t h e y  could be consiCered (while 

s t i l l  t o  be t reated i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s )  no t  as s e p a r a t e  phonemes 

but as be ing  i n  complementary d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r .  



SUPRASECKENTAL PHONOLOGY 

Some important  f e a t u r e s  l i k e  vowel l e n g t h  and tone  w i l l  

be examined i n  t h i s  chapter. 

Mmm l i k e  Aghem o r  m a n y  o t h e r  Western grassf ie lds  lan- 

guages is a tone language, It i s  a language i n  which bo th  

segmental and p i t c h  phonemes, OtherWitie known as tones ,  go 

i n t o  t h e  composition of  words. 

It is  known t h a t  i n  tone  languages, words could e i t h e r  

be d i s t ingu i shed  on t h e  basis of segments or /and tones1 Mmcn 

is n o  exception. 

The tones  a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  language a r e  in some cases  

cont ras t ive .  

111.1. Vowel length .  

Vowel l e n g t h  i n  h c n  has a phonet ic  s ta tus  and a phqno- 

l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  i n  some cases. 

111.2. Tones 

There a r e  p r i n  i p d l l y  f i v e  tones  i n  I h E n  n 

- t h e  h igh  tone d - 1 
- t h e  mid tone L - J 
- t n e  l o w  tone il: 1 
- i + . e ~ t n n I ?  PV_I - 

- t h e  f a l l i n g  tone 5 1 

mely 



Tones 

High (H) 

Mid (M) 

Low (L) 

Ris ing  (LH) 

F a l l i n g  (:a 

vb 

vb 

N 

Ad j. 

vb o r  N 

N 

vb 

vb 

N 

N 

111.2.1. Phonemic tone  cont ras t8  Each 

o f  t h e  f i v e  c o n t r a s t i v e  tones  above nentioned occurrin;: in 

t h e  language. The f a l l i n g  and t h e  r i s i n g  tones  occur l e s s  

f r equen t ly  t b n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o the r  t h r e e  tones  while  t h e  

hig.4 and  low a r e  cuch nmre a t t e s t e d  than  211. 
. .  

I f  one could count the  frequency o f  occurrence.  one 

might say  these  two tones ( t h e  r i s ing  and the  f a l l i n g  tones )  

a r e  a t t e s t e d  i n  b a r e l y  one pe r  cen t  of  the  t o t a l  vocabulary. 

Although, r a r e ,  they c m  convey d i f f e r e n t  i:mining when 

a t t e s t ed  i n  a s y l l a b l e ,  

The fol lowing tone c o n t r a s t s  are  a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  g iven  

triinimal Fairs. 

HiPh/Low 

1 PQ/ vb 'a?pear ' 

/ P W  N 'pap' 

! 
I 

&& 

' ha tch '  

' c o i l '  

'say' 

' l oud '  

' s l a p '  

' snake ' 

' c u t  ' 

'pass ' 

' s h e l l  ' 

'burden'  

s y l l a b l e  c a r r i e s  one 
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/fCf/ Yb 'groan '  

/ f C U  N ' s t one '  

/5kf /  N 'dea th '  
/ f W  vb 'arrest ' 

F'all intdhi gh 

/:ma 8 I/ vb ' s w e l l '  

/ i m i i l /  N ' swe l l ing '  

/k8/ N ' s h e l l '  

/k6 '/ vb ' h a t c h '  

F a l l i n d l o w  

/&Sf/ A d j .  'poor 

/&f&f/ N 'poverty 

Fa l l i nK/ r i s ing  

/ku N 'shell ' 

/kx/ vb ' c u t '  

Ris ingjh iph  

/& N 'umbrella ' 

/bp&//Lbpwb3 N ' l e f t o v e r s  ' 

There a r e  cases  of t h e  r i s i n g  tone  being n o t  

and t h i s  i s  very  f r equen t ly  a t t e s t e d  when t h e  said 

occur, 

examples 

/ m b W  N ' shou lde r '  

/ I Z Y a l € /  vb ' teach 1 

/ : i W  N ' r i b '  

&__- -. . 3 -, 
'nna? TU --wTroz 

c o n t r a s t i v e  

I tone does 
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With t h e  fol lowing near minimal pairs,  t h e r e  seem t o  

e x i s t  such combinations whereby t w o  d i f f e r e n t  tones  could be 

a t t e s t e d  on s e p a r a t e  s y l l a b l e s  o f  t h e  same word and be con- 

t r a s t i v e ,  

examples gloss 

/tiem/ yb ' s t op ,  s t a n d '  

/$tis/ Adj. ' low, below' 

/&tW N 'power ' 

/Itx$f/ Adj. ' t a l l ,  l o n g '  

This a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  tones  of Ir2m.m no t  only 

c o n f i r m  t h e  language as a tone  language but  renders  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  tones  per t inence  a n d  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  i s  a r e a l i t y .  

The mid tone which hes  n o t  been a t t e s t e d  as d i s t i n c t i v e  

mostly occurs i n  pref ixes .  

111.2.2. Lexical  tone i  Lexiczl  t one  i s  f o u n d  on s i n g l e  l e x i -  

ca l  i tems i .e.  words out  of context .  

A l l  t h e  f i v e  tones  as shown i n  t h e  fol lowing examples 

a r e  a t t e s t e d  on l ex ica l  items. 

Verbs wnich a r e  e i t h e r  imperat ive o r  i n f i n i t i v e  c a r r y  

a l l  t h e  tones ,  

I t  should be noted t h a t  c losed s i n g l e  s y l l a b i c  words 

c a r r y  mostly t h e  low tone w h i l e  t h e  open s y l l a b i c  words carry 

rr,ostly t h e  high tone or t h e  3 t h e r  tones.  The following are 
examples . 

Examples gloss 

/k&'/ vb 'hatch ' 

/ C L /  N ' cha in '  

/pea/ Ad j ' l o u d '  
J lb- 1 

/mb%/ N ' s hou lde r '  

".f' !?? _- *I 
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/pas/ N o r  vb ' s l a p '  

/ n y d  N 'beast '  

/ m b d  N ' snake ' 

I t  has been no t i ced  from the fo l lowing  examples t h a  

one could assert  t h a t  t h e r e  ex i s t s  a grammatical tone  i n  

which i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  l e x i c a l  tone. 

norm c a r r i e s  t h e  l o w  one. 

Examples c l a s s e s  gloss Exaniples c l a s s  

/kk'/ vb' 'hatch! /IC&/ N 

/ IC2  vb ' c u t  ' 

/ C i J  vb ' laugh ' /C&/  N 

/M/ n 'groan'  /Zci/ N 

/ s h l /  vb ' p l ay '  / s h i /  N 

/ G f & f /  Adj .  ' p o o r  ' /5fAf/ N 

t 

MmE 

Although much has not been done i n  t h i s  paper on t h a t  

t h e  fol lowing examples a r e  meant t o  show t h a t  a word could 

poss ib ly  change tone  as it changes grammatical c lass  i . e .  

1) from verb  t o  noun. 

The s y l l a b l e s  here  a r e  open ones, The verbs  c a r r y  t h e  high 

tone  o r  t he  r i s i n g  one while t h e  nouns c a r r y  t h e  low. 

2 )  from a d j e c t i v e  t o  noun. 

Here t h e  a d j e c t i v e  c a r r i e s  t he  f a l l i n g  tone w h i l e  t h e  

' chain  ' 

' s t one  ' 

' gane ' 
'poverty 

So one could say t h a t  a l e x i c a l  tone i s  d i f f e r e n t  from a 

grammatical tone and t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a tone be a t  

t h e  same time l e x i c a l  and g ranza t i ca l .  
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111.2.3. Monosyllabic noun r o o t s  

Tone combinations 

The poss ib l e  combinations of tones  

of  nouns a r e  r e s t r i c t e d .  The fo l lowing  

on p r e f i x e s  and 

are a t t e s t e d .  

- 

r o o t s  

a)-  Low tone  p r e f i x  

- LOW tone  r o o t  ( q u i t e  rare)  

e . g .  / ~ i i w z n y /  N ' t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t o r '  

Though n o t  marked t h e  tone on t h e  second 

s y l l a b l e  is low. 

- F a l l i n g  tone r o o t  (it is  a s  r a r e  as t h e  l o w  

tone r o o t ) .  

e.g. /fany&/ N ' f o r tune  t e l l i n g '  

- [cud tone r o o t  

e,g. /t3fSm/ N ' b r a in  ' 

- Hiph tone  r o o t  ( t h i s  i s  much more a t t e s t e d  t h a n  

t h e  first t h r e e  above.) 

e . g .  /fends/ N 'smoite' 

/as&/ N ' i n j e c t i o n '  

While a h igh  tone p r e f i x  (which i s  much more a t t e s t e d )  

could  command t h e  following r o o t  tones,  

b)-  High  tone P r e f i x  

- Low tone r o o t  

e . g .  / idza/  N ' no ise  ' 

/w6&'/ N ' s t r a n g e r  ' 

- ICid tone r o o t  

e. g. /vgvar ny/ N 'grandchi ld  ' 

/ b e  1/ N ' d u s t '  



- F a l l i n n  tone r o o t  

e.g. /viit5/ N ' p r ince  ' 
/hYU N 'egg p l a n t '  

- Rising tone r o o t  (more a t t e s t e d  than  f a l l i n g  

tone r o o t )  

e.g. /ii& N ' i d i o t '  

/&PQ N 'umbrella ' 
- High tone r o o t  ( fa r  rrrore a t t e s t e d  than  a l l  

o the r  tone r o o t s ) .  

e.g.  pi/ N ' bu i lde r  ' 
/iitsi/ N 'wound' 

While a mid t one  p r e f i x  could coinnand t h e  fol lowing r o o t  

tones,  

c ) -  Mid tone p r e f i x  
- Low tone  r o o t  (more a t t e s t e d  than t h e  mid tone 

r o o t ) .  

e g. ./ep&y/ N 'pap '  

/mas& s/ N 'head louses  ' 

- Wid tone  r o o t  

e.g, /hunEn/ N 'name of  v i l l a g e ,  
a language and  
speakers  i n  Cameroon' 

- HiPh tone r o o t  (more a t t e s t e d  than t h e  two 

above mentioned. ) 

e.g. /8kGl/ N 'ma te r i a l  f o r  t y i n g '  

/a&s/ N 'corner  ' c 
Monosyllabic noun r o o t s  wi th  h igh  tone p r e f i x e s  a r e  more 



made t o o  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c3mbina t iont  h i g h  ti:ie p r e f i x  

a n d  hitsh tone  r o o t  a re  fa r  more a t t e s t e d .  

Compara t ive ly ,  t h e  hie;h t one  p r e f i x  p r e s e n t s  more poss ib l - .  

c>,*.binat ione than  t h e  low t J n e  p r e f i x  o r  t h e  m i d  t o n e  p r e f i x  

(which i s  t h e  least a t t e s t e d  o f  t h e  t h r e e )  be i t  a t t e s t e d  i n  

nouns,  a d j e c t i v e s  o r  verbs. 

111.2.4. Verb t o n e s  

One :rir:ht tl-,ink t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t s n e s  on v e r h s  

.z see.-,$ n c r e  r e r u l e r  0 a d  s iehsw s y s t e m a t i c  t han  on nouns. Fro::: 

;. t h e  tnr:e or. t h e  p r e f i x  s y l l a b l e  one cou ld  d e t e r n i n e  t h e  one on 

the  ra9t sg i l ab le .  Alth5.ugh a l l  t h e  t o n e s  a r e  f o u n d  or? v e r b  

r o o t  s y l l z b l e s  ( b u t  f n r  t h e  mid t o n e ) .  

i . e .  Hiej 

e.g. / k & * /  vb ' h a t c n '  

/ S h i i  'e 'play ' 
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They seen  p r e d i c t a b l e  fro:a t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e f i x e s ,  How- 

e v e r ,  t h e  t w o  t o n e s  t h a t  are most ly  found a r e  e i t h e r  t h e  h i g h  

o r  t h e  low t o n e s  on p r e f i x e s  as w e l l  a s  on t h e  r o o t s ,  

O n  n o n o s y l l a b i c  v e r b s  as s k w n .  on t h e  above exa::iples, t h e  

hi$#, t h e  low, t h e  f a l l i n g  and r i s i n g  t o n e s  occur .  

I t . h z s  been n o t i c e d  t h a t  most v e r b s  i n  a s i n g l e  c l o s e d  

s y l l a b i c  w 3 r d  c a r r y  a Low t one  ( b u t  f o r  /rJ?jg/ which soi ie t inies  

depenc?iny, on t h e  speaker c a r r i e s  t h e  d . 6  t o n e )  u l d  w h i l e  t h e  

p r e f i x  a l s n  c n r r y  t h e  low tone .  

e .  :, /sSptls/  n ' t o  s l s p '  

/sa.n,;., P!:J VD ' t o  s n e e z e '  

/s>:i:?> .:/ n ' t a  t E s t e '  

I!? dF~?;-lis::l c v e r b s  i r .  En we n c t i c e d  t i le fo l lowin , ;  

cc3-.bi n:! t i ofis ,  

2)- L,-w t m e  a r e f t x  
... - :-.i%h-Low t o n e  I a o t  ( m I e  a t t e s t e d  t&r. t h e  

follJw'n: two). 

e.g.  /sJndGrd/ vb ' t o  grew' 

/ s a  2 5+/ To , +  Lc, s p r e a d '  

- LOW-LOW tone  r o o t  ( q u i t e  ral-ej 

e.g.  /sapf.i.:r,:/; n ' t . 7 ,  v , ~ r r y '  

/sasE&/ To ' ~ 2  c:;:n=zre ' 

- R i s i n p S o w  ttine root_ ( r z re )  

e. ;. / s a k v $ t t /  'E ' t o  i ; ~  22, to t h i y k  ' 

b)- yi::.:-, t23e prefi,: 

- Low-iii;:h t o n e  r o o t  

f2.G. / s b : J l 5 /  'Jb 'to sink' 

. J -. c h z  _- I- yhii/ - vh ' t. ssh ' 
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CONCLUSION 

Throughout t h i s  study, we have a t tempted  t o  d e s c r i b e  Mmsn 

language, a language which, though near Aghetr, and Kom p r e s e n t s  

some d i f f e r e n c e s ,  A t t en t ion  ha6 been focussed  p r i n c i p a l l y  on 

t h e  sound s y s t e a  o f  t h e  language. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  zif sounds 

have been desc r ibed  as well as t h e  prosody. 

It h a s  been a t t e s t e d  t h a t  t h i r ty - two  consonant  phonemes 

i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  diphthon-ss a?d t h r e e  Lon? Vowels nake up t h e  

so,Jn? syste;r.. 

F ive  sup rzsegxen ta l  phoneves ( t o n e s ) ,  t h r e e  of which are 

l e v e l  and t w c \  contour  cwfe  u p  t.) confiro: Lkw-i as a t one  lan- 

6aagc. 

P.lthwgh m p s t  1in.ruists view i 4 n m  as an e n t i r e  language, 

d i f f e r e c t  fro:!! Agher! and Kox, s3i.e co:r.?arative s tudy  o f  t h e  

t h r e e  could brin,r  t o  l i s h t  more s i . z i l i s - i  t i  o s  than  c l i  f f e r e n c e s .  

One ccufd even f r o ?  t 5 e  ler.gul-i?e s t u d y  t h e  imEn s o c i e t y  

., - + L t e r z  i . e .  t h e  m a t r i l l n e e 1  p a t t e r n  z s  t he  speaker:  tttestec! 

t!-.:.t'there daeS e x i s t  ij word f o r  ' n g t e r n a l  u n c l e s '  ba t  no 

word  f o r  ' ? a t e r n e l  u n c l e s ' ,  This iili;ht nean t h g t  whenever a 

i.-:.~n s2ys ' u n c l e s '  h e  t h i n k s  n o t  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r  f l r s t  

% A t  Q f  his mother 's  3rotr ;er .  TPds  2roposed s t u d y  f a l l s  u n d e r  

s o  c i  0- 1 i n i v i  s ti cs  . 

.-  

So fa r ,  we have p u r e l y  d e i l t  w i t h  s t r u c t u r a l  phon>l@gy 

(phonezics )  and much is s t i l l  t,, be d9ne as fa r  2s phoc~lzgy 

i s  concerned (e.<;.  g e n e r a t i v e  ;honoloi;;y). 

Some i m p o r t a n t .  are2.s bise-', on morphology, syn tax  and even 

grammatical  t,3ne see;: worthy o f  s t u d j r ,  

S m e  cansonant  a l t e r n a . t i o n s  thoui;h n o t i c e d  had n o t  been 

taken  acco%>nt of. One c o u l d  p o s t u l a t e :  



1) d e l e t i o n  o f  a n a s a l  consonant  a t  g iven  

cnvlronmen ts. 

f v a i n y J  N ' c h i l d  ' 
but I v & i l  N ' o r p h a n '  

[vQpCJ i n  a word-ts-word t r a n s l a t i o n  means 

' c h i l d  o f  d e a t h '  

Here i t  should be m t i c e d  t h z t  t h e  vowel had a l s o  under- r 
gone SO!: .€  c o n d l t l m i n g  i .e.  t h e  p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  is l o s t .  

2 ) p d b e c o m e s ~ i ~ ; t  , given  environments 

LvainyJ It ' c h i l d  ' 
Cpils?walny~ .'I senter.ce 'whip t h e  c h i l d  ' 

rn A e r e  .::jrht e x i s t  mazy ' :>re a l t e r n z t i o n s  which cogld be 

. 3f i z t c r e s t .  

We tire cw21-e of tP.e fkc? t : ; G t  ?:JC:~; rerr.ains t 3  be d3ne 

c 6tttestir.:; ;ur s!-,ortc3.-.ii:.-s. 'XE !-.ii. .tly b e l i e v e  however 

t h s t  tnis anEl ' r - '=  J-'-.. cou ld  s e r v e  as ii T o u n d r i t i o n  fsr any f u r t h e r  






