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CIIAPTER ONE: IN'I'IIODllCI'ION 

I n  this introductoiy chapter, attentioil is focusctt on the objcctivcs atid 

sigiiilicaiicc of tlie study, the sociolinguistic situ;ition of Mineti, linguistic 

classification, liiiiitation of scope and the sound system oftlie language. 

1 . 1  OBJEC'I'IVES OF THE STUDY 

This study i s  in line with the necessity today to give African 

languages in general and Caiiieroon languages in pal ticular a writtcn form. 

So far, tlie Miiien language, with i ts very small nuinber or speahcis has 

undergone dcccription only in  the domairis of photiology and niorpliolo~ to 

an extent. Because no attention has been given to the doinain of syntax, this 

study then sets out to continue the description of  Mmen by studying the 

noun phrase with the aim of identifying iioiin plirase types, the relational 

patterns or structure existing between head nouns and their modi liers in 

1.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Consitlci ing the low level of liriguislic iesearcli in Mnien, this study 

will obviously advance research iii  the Ianguagc. Given also that this 

language has not benefited froin the growing wave of language dcvciopmeiit 

other Cameroonian languages have enjoyed, given also that Minen, like any 

linguistic connnunity possesses a rich cultural repository via its language, it 

is our Iiopc 111iit this study will put Mnicii i n  tlic Iaiiip-light lihc othcr 

developed languages. 

Besides contributing its inodest share to universal grainmar, it is 

hoped that this work will: 
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a) I-’rovide a base for the desigiiiiig ofprilncrs to bc used iii tlic teacliiiig 

and lcarniiig of (lie Mnien language eitlicr at adult level or in scliools 

as arlvocatcd for in  Nlcbe (2000). 

b) Lay a foundation for other research woiks i n  Mnien 

c) Add iiiore to geiieral liiiguistic research archives by contributing to the 

proccss of describing uiiwritteii Camcr ooii inn  languagcs. 

d) Pel niit the Minen coininunity to i-ead and \vi itc in their own language 

(literature, Bible, diary, news, etc). 

1.3 LIMITA‘I’ION OF SCOPE 

I n  Oiis work, we set out to describe tlic Minen noun plimse. This 

descriptioii sliall focus 011 tlic simple aiid coni~~lcx now1 plmses. With in  the 

category of simple noiin phrases, imperative, affirmative, adjectival, 

pc)ssessivc, tlcinoi~strative nuineral and iio11-nwiicral plirases aiiioiigsI otliers 

shall be (teated. 

As concerns complex no1111 phrase types, appositional, serial, 

possessor, kinship, compound, colloquial, alteiiiative, relative, illustrative 

and relative clauses shall be treated. Proiioiniiial fo rm sliall equally be 

handled given that they do represen1 or replace nominal plirases. Analysis of 

these nominal constructions shall follow the Case Grammar desa iptive bi- 

parametric model to identify the structural arid seulantic identities of the 

various phrases. 

1.4 SOCIOLINGUISTIC CONTEXT 
Miiien i s  a fast growing strategic econoinic locality situated within 

Wuin central sub Division, Menchum Division, in the North West Province 

of  Cameroon. This econoinic locality i s  blessed in that important areas in 
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the province bot-dcr it. I n  [lie Soutli, tlict-c is tlic Boyo Di\.isiotial 

headquarters, I~widong. In the East, there is Wuiii, a divisional as \vel1 as a 

sub divisional head quarters. There is equally the popular lake Nyos it1 the 

North. Finillly in the West, nuin and Mbizen;ikri close-up the Mineii 

fionliers (see imps pp 4, 12) Coininon geobg-aphical features i n  the area 

include vast landscape cliaracterised by hills, rivers, valleys and a poor 

road network. 

As concerns population density and settlenieiit, Agha (1987:3) states 

that Minen h;id a population of sixty thousatid iiilinbitants by 1987. Today, 

the population of Minen is estimated to be more than a hundred tliousaiid 

inliabifants. 'l'liis popiilation is sparsely distributed into family units living 

i n  coinporintls. These coinpounds are constructed followiiig both traditional 

atid modcni s~ylcs of building. Mod bticks ai-e gcnct-ally tiscd with cillicr the 

grass roof or the ordinary aluininiuiin sheets. The following map slio\vs the 

position of Minen in Cameroon. 



Les d~portemet~ts 
a p r o v i n c e s  

D i d r  i L t  

A r r o n d  t 
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1.4.1 LEXICAL CONTINUUM IN MMEN 

The notion of continuuni in languages i s  defined by Dowlles 

( I  984:28) as k i n g  the tiiulual inlelligibility csistiiig belwecn adjacent 

speech coniniunities. When we consider the linguistic relationsliip illat tlie 

Mineti language shares with its immediate neiglibouritig languages, some 

similarity is noticed in the Iexicai domain. Tliis lexical hamiotiy, tiicntioried 

in Agha (1987:4) and partially treated in Aglia-a11 1993:3) is cotiitiion in 

Minen and Aghein 011 the one hand and Mineii and Koin on tlie. other. 

13cfore providing ilhslratiotis on lexical siiiiilarilics existing betwecii Mnieii 

and Aghem :IS well as Koin, it is imporlant to reinark that Mineti slinres a 

corninon lirigiiisfic boundary with the following Isrigiiages and dialects: the 

Kuk and Npos tlialects in the North, llie Uutn atid Mbizeiiaku dialcck iii the 

East, the Koni language in tlie South arid the Aghein language in the West. 

1.4.2 LEXICAL SlMlLARITIES BETWEEN MMEN AND KOM 

?'he followilig lexeines possess the saine plioiietic structure as well as 

meaning i n  Mineti and in Kom. 

Gloss 

" s d l "  

"Ion" (cliief) 

"trouble" 

"thought" 

"zinc" 

"oil" 

"tooth' 
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i 1jg3m i ggjni "bar laria" 

i kvu  ikvu "death" 

nd3iig nd3hg "sollg" 

ndjg ndjg "potato" 

i i d jg  nd5g " IlOtll" 

I .4.3 LEXICAL SIMILARITIES BETWEEN MMEN AND AGHEM 

Aglicin, codcd 810 according to Dieri M. cl I<ciiaritl (1953) a i d  bciiig 

a tieiglibour iiig language to Mnien shares some ccmnioii lexical for ins with 

Mmcn. 'I I IC  li)llowiitg iioutis have llie satiic ptoiiriitcia(ioii ritid ~ ~ i c a i i i ~ i g  in 

boll1 langrlagcs 

(2) Minen Agliein Gloss 

a) m3' m3' "one" 

b) jiiim p l m  "animal" 

c) 5tJum 5tJiini "drllln" 

d) ak5m gk5m "crab" 

c) ilwci ilw8 "bridgc' 

I) Ild35lJ Yd35tl ~'lllootl" 

g) 5knm 5kiim "a thousand" 

11) mu1 miil "a swelling" 

I> mil mil "water" 

j) 5T5kti' 5f5k%' " I rce" 
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1.4.4 HIS7'ORICAL BACKGROUND 

'Ihe Miiieii people are usually refei-red to as Minen or Bafineit people. 

Administrativcly, they are recognised as Bafineng. 'The inliabitants of this 

region do wclcorne all the above appellations. Some of thein prefcr Miiten 

to Bafinen or Bafiiieng. 

According to information gathered fioni the lield and confirined by 

Aglia-all ( I  9!?3:2), before the era of colonisation, the people of Mineii were 

known as "Minen". Tlie coining of Germans to Minen before the First 

Woi.ltl W;II wifli  iiilcrprclcts li .oiii Ikili iiiitiiiIcd t1ic clt:ingc Ii-oiti "[\itiicii" 10 

"Bafeineng". "Ba" meaning "people" (people of Mmen). Thus, [lie Bali 

vocabulary played a vital role in the modification of the name of this region. 

Given the Iiistorical and cultural attaclunent these people share with the 

name "Minen", some wish to regain tliis cherished appellation. 

Tlie oiigiii of Minen can be traced from the scries of niigmlioiis that 

brought the Korn, Isu, Bafiit, Nyos and Kuk people to their present 

settlements. According to Nkwi and Warnier (1984, Mmen falls within the 

chap gronp. 'Tlic Minen people broke away li-oin this group and ntoved 

through buslies passing tlirougli Oku, Acliain, settling teniporarily at Nde- 

Wwn to later leave to the present h4inen. Etymologically, this inovernetit or 

migration i s  I-eferred to in the Mmen language as "Mweng" meaning" to 

wade ones way through the Bush". This explains how the people nioved to 

finally settle in Mmen. 

1.5 LlNGlJlSTIC CLASSIFICATION 

The Mmen language, coded 821 according to Dieii M. et Renaud 

(1 983) is o i ~ c  of (lie Grassfield 13anlu Inngtillngcs. 'I'liis language bclnngs to 
the Niger-Kordofanian Phylluin and within the Niger-Congo sub pliyluni. 
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Within the Grassfield Bantu languages, Mineti belotigs to the Western 

Grassficltls :itid to tlie Riiig gIoup iti parlicrilar, wliicli covcis certain ;ireas of 

h i ,  Mezatii, Ihiiga-Matihliig, Mciicliiuii Divisioii aiicl I h y o  Divisions. The 

Ring group, being further divided into West. Centre, East and South 

laiigriages lias the Mirieii laiiguage featuring as oiie of the Cenlre Riiig 

languages with the code 821. 

Gritries (1 984) in his  classification of the Niger-Kordofaiiiaii 

latiguagcs, classilics tlrc Miiicii lairgiiagc iri llic Iliiig grorip as hllows: fig. 

11. 

Niger-Kordofaniaii 

4 
4 

Niger-Congo I 
I Betiue - Congo 

B:iitoid .. 1 
7 

Bantu 

Riiig 
7 

Miiieii 

Tlic rollowing classification froin Dieu M. and lienaud (1983) is 

T 

- _ _  

better bccnuse it gives precise details about the Ring group of latig.ua_ees. 
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Ad. 0ol);iiigieii 

Fig IUbl Classification olMmeu. one or the Cctihe-Ring Westein Grassfield 

ly~~riarrcs ol'tlIc Uaritu group, coded 82 I . 

Baiitoide (sub family) 

Niger-Kotdofati (pliyluiii) 

Niger-Congo (sub phylum) 
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1 .G lzITERAT~JRE REVIEW 

'l'liis scclioii icvicws works 111at Iiavc bccn protluccd on ~l t c  ivhc t~  
language. Other related and relevant works will he introduced subsequently 
where necessary. 

hi Cameroon, much research has been done on National lari @[ages 

under the operational Research Project for tlie Teaching of Languages in 

Cameroon popularly hiowii by its French acronym as PROPELCA. As far 

as Mmeii is concerned, very little research has been done on this language. 

I n  llic tloniain of phot~ology, Mineti lias hciiclilcd from llie :iltcntioti 

of Agha ( 1  987) who, in "The Plionology of Mmcn" Itas described tlic sound 

system of the language. According to her findings, twenty-eight consonants, 

eight vowels and five tones make up tlie phonetic system of the language 

(See section 1 .& Cor a list of these soimds). 

In the domain of morphology, Agha-ah (1993) takes Minen a skp  

further in describing or studying nominal. inorpliology in  "The Notin Class 

System of Mnicii". 'Iliese works constitute so h r ,  the scientific works 

produced on tlic language. 

I .7 MIYI'I I0I)OI.OGY 

This section describes li5w research data for this work was collected 

and analysed. 

1.7.1 DATA COLLECTION 

The data for this research was collected fironi both oral usagcs and 

documents in the English language before translating into Mmen. l l i e  data 

collection procedure consisted in obtaining the Mnien fotin of an utterance, 

providing its direct transnational eqivaleiit in English, deriving its structural 
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description and providing its riglit semantic incaiiirig. The ttoun pllrases 
collected consisted of simple and complex noiiii phi-ases comprising head 

nolins and iiiotlifiers such as possessive adjectivcs, qualifying acljoctives, 

demonstrative adjectives, numerals, pronouns, indcfinite adjectives ctc. The 
transcription system used in this study is that proposed in tlie General 

Aluliabet of Cameroon Lanwapes. 

The data for this study was collected both in Mtneii and in Yaounde 

(see references for infonnanls). The Mineti (lata collection bcgnn in 

Y;ioitticIc ; i i d  ciitlctl iii Miiicii lot Ihc following m s w s :  

- 'Jliere was a necessity to cross-check the data collected in 

Yaounde. 
' - Mineti .people were scarce in Yaounde. Some few wet-e very 

proud to declare that they do not know their mother tongue. 

Wie few who were willing to play tlie role of infonnanfs were 

very busy with academics as well as daily survival. 

- [ k p l l y ,  there was the necessity to obtain in formation on the 

sociolinguistic realities of the area of rcsearcli. 

- 

The tra.nscription and retranscription was done by the researcher. 

Many infomiants were used to obtain and verify the data. This was to asswe 

data authenticity and to avoid possible linguistic idiosynci-alic errors. 

Besidcs our linguistic corpus, we used a questionnaire (see 

Appendix). 711iis questionnaire permitted us to select oitr infomiants froni 

tlie Mmen people whom we met. Tliis questionnaire was out to veri& the 

competence of given speakers with tlie Mmcn language as wcll as with 

other neighbouring languages s~uroimding Mineti. 
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1.7.2 DATA ANALYSIS 

Afler collccling the Iiiindi-etls of noniiiial fonns arid pltrases, tliev were 

grouped untler two broad categories for easy niialysis. These irivolved 

simple noun plirases and complex nouii plirases. t lavirig provided. thc direct 
tratisnational English equivalents of Mmen nominal phrases, a descriptive 

linguistic analysis was therefore provided; pointing out the various noiui 

phrase components, types and structures. This approach was in respect to 

the method of bi pararnetric analysis provided by Case Grammar. 

1.7.3 THEORETICAL F M  WORK 

Tliis study employs the Case Grammar model as our inaiii descriptive 

model. 7liis descriptive model was introduced by Cliarles Fillmot-c and 

developed by Longacre and other linguists. Following this scliool of 

thought, a liiigrristic unit manifests oot oitly surrace structure relationsliip but 

also deep structure relationships. Hence, a satisfactory analysis of a sentence 

should be hnsctl on at least two parainetres: a foiinal parainetre taking into 

consideration tlic surlgce structure elenienfs (as clocs ti.aditioria1 slrric(rit'alisl 

linguists) and a notional parametre which takes into consideration tlie deep 

structure relationships (as does generative linguists). 

Citing Dubois et a1 (1973), Ogwatia (1986) postulates tlial in Case 

Grainmar, tile initial sentence (E) develops iiito n sequence niade up OF the 

modality (mod) and a proposition (prop), where tlie first constituent (mod) 

consists of negation, mood, teuse etc while the second constituent (prop) 

comprises the verb and a series ofarguinei~ts (11ottt1s, c). 



16 

As coiicerns specific cases, Ogwana (op. cit) recognizes eight cases, 

wliicli do rcalure in Mince. (As illtistrated i n  the followilig higlilighted 

exainples iii section I .7.4 below) 

- Agent (Ag.) 

- Patierit (pt) 

- Measuic or Evaluation (M) 

- Beneficiary recepient (ben) 

- Instrutnetit (Inst) 

- Locative recipient (LOC) 

- Item (it) 

- description (desc) 

1.7.4 DEFINITION AND INVENTORY OF CASES IN MMEN 

(3) a) 
or instigates a process. 

Agent (Ag). This is the animate 01- the inanimate entity that acts 

NP. 1 :ag Viiitr 

pwa t6 pwh 

Dog Asp. bark 

'The dog barked' 

b) I'aficnt (pt) It is the etrtily that uiidcrgocs thc action cxprcsscd by the 

veib. 

NP1: ag Vtr Np2:pt 

V t i  n3 k3tj nd6 

child Asp like house 

'7'he child likes the honse' 

c) Itlcasure or Evaluation (M). 7'1ris rcfcts to the ioauiritatc ctitity that 

expresses quantity, rate or evaluatio~i expiessed by the vetb. 

NI'I :ag Vtr N P2:m 

V& ki s5 peg s3 pk 

child has Asp. Years Agr. Two 



17 

d) Beneficiary Recipient (ben). It  is the entity, onen atiiiiiak, lowards 

wliicli tlic actioii cxpresscd by tlie verb i s  dit-cctcd. 

NI’I:ag vtt NP2:pt Prcp NP3:bcii. 

wu5 yui t6 fil f3yCn5 s3 iidumii vkin 

person female Asp give food to itiati licr 

‘The lady gave food to her Iiusbatid’ 

e) Locative beneficiary (luc) This refers to the entity, onen inanimate, 

which i s  associated with the locatioii of the action or situation 

~xpt-cssed by the verb. 

NPJ:ag vtt NP2:pt Prep NP 3 :  Loc 

Vi i  nd6m s3’ i w3s 

cldd put bottle in fire 

‘The child has put the bottle in the fire’ 

f) item (it) and description (dcsc). This concerns the case or the slate 

Itctu is  the verb ‘bc‘ ‘yk’ with wliicli these two eiititics arc used. 

subject entity, Description, 011 the other Itatid, is the object entity. 

NPI;p it vbe NP2: dcsc 

-n’i v5in 115 yt: ytii Gin 

mother my Asp be wire foil 

’My mother is a queen’ 

1.8 ‘1.1 11; SOUND SYSTEM OF MMEN 

‘Iliis section reviews the various phoncinic sounds in Mnicn. 111 spite 

of tlie fact that phonology is not an integral part of this work, it is 

wortliwliilc rcvicwing this aspect to acquaint us with the sounds and tones to 
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be teed iii tliis study. Accot-ding to Aglia (1987) atid Aglin-ah (1  993) Miiieii 

has twenty-seveti consoiiants, iiiiie vowel soiiiids m i  five tones. 

CONSONANTS 
'llie following twenty-seven consotiant pltonenies and their 

correspotiditig graphemes coiistitute the Mineii coilsonant system. 

Phoiieine 

(4) P 
b 

in 

bv 

Pf 

f 

V 

t 

n 

d 

S 

Z 

tS 
1 

S 

- .> 

Grapheme 

P 
b 

in 

bv 

8 Pf 

f 

V 

t 

I1 

d 

S 

z 

ch 

1 

SI1 

211 

Mmen example 

pas 

itlbele 

ni I u' 

bvkf 

5pfa 

fak3'13 

VGII 

n t j in  

nd-2 

ndiim 

shin 

az5f 

5tJum 

mu1 

- s'i 
3 

- 

Gloss 

-calabash' 

-cateiyillar' 

-wine' 

-ask' 

-cowulsion' 

-but ton' 

-child' 

-pot' 

-house 

-husband' 

-lover' 

-broom' 

-dniiii' 

'swelling' 

'Ihosc' 

'that' 
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-. . . - 
Place of art 

Manner of art 

stops vl 

Vd 
_ _ _  
Nasal 

Fricative VI 

Vd 

VI 

Affricate vd 

Lateral 

Glide 

W w 

ii- 

'wine' 

'iiteat' 

'eariiig' 

'love' 

'banana' 

'pan' 

'vein' 

'tree' 

'tllougllt' 

Y 

Adapted from Agha-ah ( I  993) 
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1.8.2 VOWT'I,S 

Mtiicii has tiiiic vowels, wliicli at c srtbdivitlctl itito tlirec ftotit 1 owels, 
'Ihc following esaiiiplcs are three central vowels and three back vowels. 

illustratiotis ol' Miiicti vowels. 

(5) Vowel Mtnen example Gloss 

1 itsi 'hearth' 

e mm6ti 'ininen' 

& nd6 'house' 

I mbsi 'tears' 

a 5f5kQ 'belt' 

a sk6s 'ziiic' 

u IUrJI5 ' C N '  

0 5 l W 6  'bridge' 

3 5t5f 'intelligence' 

Table 1.8.2 hlinen vowel chart 

of art Frotit Central 

Maiiticr of ait 
- 

i i 

e a ! __ 
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1.8.3 TONICS 

Like other Ah-ican languages, Minen is a tone language. Wieseinann 

et al (10'1 4:s I ) provides the following tielinition ;id iniporkincc o f  tone in 

tonal languages." 

Tone i s  the relative height of the voice while executing a 

sound. It is for this reason that the tenn "nnisical" is used 

for determining it. This iniisical height corresponds then to 

the variations that occur in the melodic curve while a 

plirasc is king  iittcred. Wlieii I ~ C  Iicight of tlic voice has a 

distinctive function in the language at the lexical level and 

depending on the language, also at the gtatninatical level, 

it i s  ;I lori;il language. 

Coiisideriog this quotation, and given the following five tones (three 

level tones and two contour tones) that the Minen language has, it can be 

concluded Ihat Minen is a tonal language. The following examples illustrate 

! 

tones in M m n  

(6) Tone 

['I 
1-1 
t '1 

["l 
[*I 

feature Mmen example GlOSS 

High 6k6m 'crab' 

Mid akhrnl3 'second' 

Low nd?tJ 'potato' 

rising 3; 'that' 

falling 5mG 'water ' 

1.9 QUTI,INE OF 'THE STUDY 

This work has been divided into five main chapters with each chapter 

being constitritcd by sections and subsections. 
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CliaplcI oiic providcs a gcticral iiitrodtic(ion to tlic work. This clinpfer 

i i a i i d l ~ ~  moiigst o~iicIs, tile ol)jcciivcs ;iid sigiiilicaiice of Ilic sIurly. the 
sociolinguistic situation, linguistic classification, rilethodology of work arid 
the sound system of the language. 

Iii chapter two, attention is focused on Noun morphology. witliin the 

study of noim morphology, focus is on noun formation processes as well as 

iioiin classes and gender classification. 

In cli:ipter three, we sludy siiiiple iioiiri phrase cortstnrctiori tyl’es with 

a special attcnt io11 to uiiinodified and modified siriiplc iiotiiitial pliniscs. 

Chapter four is  centred oii complex notiti plirase patterns srioli as 

serial, reduplicated, apposiliooal, compound, colloqriial, coiijmiclivc, , .:, 
relative clauses etc. 

In chapter five which is the conclusion, a sumtnary of the key findings 

of the study is prcsetitcd before sowe suggestiotis Tor Tiirtlicr research. 

1.9.1 SUMMARY 

We Iiave so fa handled the sigiiificancc, sc.ope and ob.icclivcs of this 

work. We have also presented the socio-linguistic situation of Miiiell, ow 

methodology of work as well as the phonemic system of Mmen. Contraiy to 

the impression that this language is either a var-icty of the Koiii ut llie 

Agliem langiiage; Mineii is one of the King Grassfield :Baiitrr languages. 

Chapter two will be centred 011 nourl ~norphology i i i  Mmeri. 
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CI IAP'IXR 'rwo 
NOUN MOIWIIOLOGY 

Flilis cliapter studies the niorphoioby of the noun i n  Mineti. According 

to Mutaka and Tamanji ( I  995: 122) nouns are formed in African languages 

by combining alli'lixes (noun class or derivational) with nomirial s t e m  or 

roots. From tliis perspective, interest in tliis chaptei will centre on the noun 

class system, gender arid other noun fonnation processes that may be used to 

expand the noniinai lexicon iu the language. 

> 

2.1 ' l ' l l l i  N O I J N  CLASS SYS'J'EM 

Unlike the Euglish language in wlticli iiouns are grouped on scinantic 

basis sticli as proper notins, coninion tioutis, abstract notitis etc, /\kicaii 

languages, Minen inclusive, foiin their iiou~is by conil>iiiing various allises 

(class or derivational) with rioininal roots. According (0 Alexandre 

(1967:52) cited in Agha-ah (1993:27) precision i s  given on what noun 

classcs arc i n  tltc lollowing translation. 

Noun classes are grainmatical categories 

Concord affixes marked in Bantu languages by 

pat titular prefixes. 'I'he choice of tlicse coilcord 

affixes, that is, the particular affixes or coticotded 

words, is govenied by iioiin classes. 

The above tlcfinition of iioun classes briiigs out the niajor cliai actor istics 

con~tnori n i  nouti classes such as being constituted by nominal affixes and 

concord. Refore proceeding to a review of noun classes and related notiii 

classification problems in Minen, it is important exainining bi i d ly  the 

criteria for determining Bantu languages. 
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2.1 . I  CRI?'LIIIA FOR DETERMINING BANTU LANGUAGES 

ALCAM (1983) provides a suitable classification of African 

languages (Bantu languages as well), which perinits us to distinguish Baritti 

languages from olher languages. Besides this classification, Gullirk 

(1948:ll) cited in Agha-ah (op. cit) postulates the following criteria for 

determining 13atitu languages. 

PRINCIPAL CIIlIERIA 

I )  A systcin of grammatical genders, usually at least five with the 

li)llowiiip clt:it;ictcristics: 

The sign of gender being a prefix, by ineatis of wliicli words inny be 

assorted into a number of classes varying roughly from ten to 

twenty. 

There is a regular association of pairs of classes to indicate the 

singular and plural of the genders. In addition to these two-class 

genders, there are also one-class genders where the prefix is 

sotrielitlies similar to one of the plural prefixes. 

When a word has an independent prefix as the sign o f  its class, ariy 

other word, wliich is subordinate to it, has to agree with it as to class 

by I I I C ~ I I S  of a dependetit prefix. 

There is no correlation of the gender with sex reference or with any 

otlici. clearly tlefincd idea. 

A voc;ihulary, part of wliich can be related by hxed niles, to a set of 

hypotlrctical coininon roots. 
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SUBS I I1 I A I< Y CRITERIA 

3) A set of invariable cores, or radicals, fioiii which almost all words are 

foriricd by an aggliitinative process with (lie radicals having the 

following features: 

a) They are composed of consonant-vowel-consonant. 

b) When a graininatical suf ix  is attached to the radical a 'base' IS fomied 

on which words identifiable as verbals are btiilt. 

c) When a non-grammatical or lexical suffix is attached to the radical, a 

'skin' IS fbi iiictl on wliicli words idcntifi;ildc as noniinals ;TIC built. 

When R nominal belongs to a two-class gendcr tlie solitids atid tones of 

the stein are the same in both classes. 

d) A radical may be extended by an elemeiit round between it  and tlie 

suffix. Such elements tenned 'extensions' are composed either of  vowel- 

consonant or of a single vowel. 

e) The oiily case of a radical occurring without a prefix of any kind OCCIUS 

in verbals used as interjections. 

4) A balanced vowel system in the radicals consisting of one open vowel 
with an equal number of back and front vowels. It is worth notirig that 

ainongst the above two criteria, the Iatlcr ratlier seenis a little 

complicated to be applied. 

2. I .2 CKI'I'EIIIA FOR DETERMINING NOUN CLASSES 

Like i n  some Bantu languages, Minen nouns are grouped inlo varioiis 

classes cstalilislicd on the basis of tlic ncntioiicd criteria. Noun prefixcs 

constitute one of these criteria for grouping nouns into classes as suggested 

by Welmers (1973:159) in the following quotation. 
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. . . here are many languages and groups or languages i n  

which affxes with noun steins constitute a iiiajor 

criterion for dividing noiiiis into a nuniber of iio~in 

classes, which differ from each other i n  a variety of 

gi aininatical constructions. 

According to Agha-ah (1993:28) iioiiiis in Minen belong to diKereiit 

classes with seven gender distinctions. Noim classification is made on the 

r0llowiiig h T i s ,  

(i) 
(ii) Getider 

(iii) 

(iv) Scinantic content 

' I  Iic I'oini of tlie prclix 

Nouns and their concord aflixes 

2.2 NO[JN CLASSES 

The Minen iiouii consists of a pretix and :I stein arid nouns sharing 

coininon prefixes are grouped together and refelred to as a class. Bclow are 

tlie tliirteeii different noun classes attested in  Mineii. 

2.2.1 NOUN CLASS 1 

I-lie iriajority of the iiouiis coiistituhg this class are iiintlc up of 

personal nouns. hi inate  notitis too equally reattire iii this class as well as 

nouns of other semantic groupings. The main prefix of this class /a-/ has 

three aItern:rles depending 011 context of appcaratice as illustrated in the 

following d;t(n. 
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(7) a) 5-pyg 'father' 

b) 5w-66 'person' 

c) 5v-ti5pjm5 'builder' 

d) 5v-6in 'child' 

e) 5 v - i k u  'orphan' 

From these cxnniples, it is observed that the basic prefix /e-/ has various 

realisatioiis iii ~lic Ibllowiiig contcxts. 

15-/ bcrore corisoriaiit 

15w-I before rounded vowels 

/&-/ bcfore niirounded vowels 

This prefix /a-/ in Minen corresponds to the proto-ring prefix /ti-/. 

2.2.2 NOllN C1,ASS 2 

I n  the ;ibove noiiii class, most of the rioiiiis are personal noiiiis as well 

as animate iioutis. This is the corresponding plriral class of class I iioiiiis. 

The basic cI;iss I tioiiii prcfix iiiitial /5-/ is iiiaintaiiictl br i t  rciidcrcd in  its 

plural prefix as k5y5-1 as exemplified below: 

(8) a) 5y5-py5 'Tathers' 

b) 5 ~ - 5  'people' 

c) 5y5-p5m5 'builders' 

d )  5y-5in 'cli i Idrai' 

e) 5 y - i k u  'orphalls' 

From the above examples, it is noticed that the basic prefix for class 2 nouns 

is altered tlepeiiding 011 its eiivirotuneiit of OcciIi-reiice. In an eiiviroiniient 

where /5y5-/ i s  followed either by a rounded or an tinrounded vowel, a 
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vowel deletion (schwa deletion) takes place at rrioi-phenie boundary as in 

examples (11) and (e). Secondly, where [lie piefiu /5y5-/ is followcd by a 

diphthong /5V of a stcin, this diplllhong cliangcs to /5i/ as in ((1) abovc. 

The basic prefix o f  class 2 nouns /5y5-/ correspoiids to the proto-ring prefix 

Ibi-I. 

2.2.3 NOUN CLASS 3 

The iiouns constituting class 3 are mostly iiaines of objects as well as 

iiianiri~a~e tliwgs. 7'11~ basic prcfix for his notin class is /5-/. Esnriiplcs of 

class 3 noiiii? arc: 

(9) a) 5-kiif. 'armpit' 
b) 5-gkiim 'a thousand 
c) 5-k"itj 'peace plant' 
d) 5 - ~ 5 '  'case' 
e) 5-ttim 'message' 

The corrcspoiiding proto-ring prefix for class 3 is hi-/ 

2.2.4 NOIJN CLASS 4 

Like class 3 iioiiiis, class 4 iioiiiis ;ire tiioslly iiiatlc up of ii;iIlIcs of 
objects aiid inaiiiinates. The only difference is that class 4 notiiis are the 

plural nouns of class 3. The prefix of these iioiiiis i s  /5s5-/. The following 

nouns are some illustrative examples of class 4 notnls. 

( I O )  a) M - k i i f  'armpits' 

b) 5s5-qkam 'thousaiids' 

c) M-kSrJ 'peace -plants' 

d) 5s5-sA' 'cases' 



e) 5s6-t6m 'messages' 

*lite class 4 Iiasic prefix /5s6-/ corresponds to tlic pioto-ling pielis / i-/ 

2.2.5 NOUN CLASS 5 

'I'he mitis in class 5 designate miscellancous objects as \veil as 

aogineiits. 'l'lie prefix for this class alteriiatcs between /&-/ and /i-l 

depending on the environment of occurrence. The notins in this class can be 

classified into three categories as in the following examples. 

__ Class -. 5a: - Nouns with ulurals in class 6 

( 1 1 )  a) &-E 'farin' 

b) 6-kG 'forest' 

c) 5-kOm :iitjil' 

d) 1-fU 'medicine' 

e) i-kYu 'bed' 

Class 5 b. Noiuis with Dltirals in class 13 

(12) a) i -z i f  'illness' 

17) Lpiq 'dance' 

c) i-t5f 'iotelligeuce' 

d) i-I'U 'leaf 

e) i-Ji 'grave' 

Class 5c. Nouns without Dlurals 

(13) a) i-ts3f 'beauty' 

b) i-tJ5t~ 'theft' 
c) 1-35 'madness' 
d) i-s&tJni? 'happiness' 
e) i - w ~ l  'rain' 
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Froin tlie a h v c  ciala? it i s  realized that the pt-efix h-1 appeilts hefot-e. sielns 

bcgiliiiitig wih /I7 :itid /k/ whilc / I - /  :ipi)c:iIs b c b c  S(CIIIS bcgiiiiiiiiy willi /I{/, 

/l‘/,/d, It/, /J/, 1x1, a i i d  Is/. ‘I’lie con-espotitlitig proio-ring prclis for this tioiiti 

class is li-I. 

2.2.6 NOUN CLASS 6 

The basic prefix for this class of iiouiis is hi-I. 111 this class;, IIOUIIS 

can be classificd wider two groups. 

Class 6 ( I  ) Nouns with singidru-s in class 5 

(14) a> ni-fCI’ ‘farms‘ 

b) t i i - k ~  ‘forests‘ 

c) m-klim $ljLIS‘ 

d) I T i - f u  ‘medicines‘ 

c )  I l i - k Y C i  ‘bcds’ 

Class 6 (2) Noiuis with sinpulars in class 19 

(15)  a) ni-l5111 ‘iiets‘ 

b) iri-kg’ ‘trees‘ 

c) m-tiim ‘fniits‘ 

d) rri-ntjq ‘birds‘ 

lllafs’ e) i i i - y h  l 

The above data shows lm-/ appearing before consonants that share [lie same 

articulatory fcatrires with hi-1. l’liis triakes otic to feel tliat/tn-1 a schwa 

being a weak vowel must have been deleted after InW, brit it is probably due 
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to the fact tliat /in/ i s  a toile benriiig consonant. The comspoiiditig proto- 

ring prefix l i ~  tliis class i s  hi54  

NOUNCLASSG a 

This class of nouns shares the same concord and nominal features 

with class 6 nouns. The only difference is that tliese are mass nolitis. Its 

basic prefix is /m-/. Nouns in this class include: 

(16) a) ni-k:3n 'gun-powder' 

b) ni-yi tj 'breast-iii i Ik' 

c) Iri-ts%l 'pus' 

d )  n i - t l h  'blood' 

e) ni-tii 'soil' 

The correspoiiding proto-ring prefix for class 6a noiitis is hi%-/. I t  IS noticed 

that the scliwa m i s t  have been deleted in the Mmen class G (a) prefixes 

2.2.7 NOIJN CLASS 7 

The 11;icic prefix for class 7 nouiis is /&/. Some of the nouiis making 

up class 7 i ioti i is are: 

(17) a) ;i-kw$lk 'prostitute' 

b) ;i-wLi 'hand' 

C) Ckris 'zinc' ( sg )  

d) ii-w;imni: 'cross' 

e) 6-y2 'faeces' (sg) 

Although tlie prefix of tliis class is identical to that of class 5 nouns, the 

collocation of tioiitis in these two classes with adjectives, iiuiiieials atid 
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possessives reveal different concord elements, Aglia-all (1993:45). The 

c o r r c s ~ ~ o ~ i ~ i i ~ t ~ ~  proto-ring prclix for this class is /ki-/.  

2.2.8 NOUN CLASS 8 

The prefix for noillis in this class has two alternates /i-/ and /5-/. 

Some nouns in this class include: 

(18) a) i-kw818 'prostitutes' 

11) i-kwtis 'ziiic' (111) 

c) i -yr i  'faeccs' (pl) I 

d) i-wfimnt: 'crosses' 

e) i-35' 'iniislirooins' 

This is tlie plural class for class 7 nouns. It is not easy accounting for tlie 

altcriiatioii oi)scrvecI in this class bctwecti /i-/ :nid /5-/, Accordiiig to A&- 

a11 (op. cit) a vowel reduction process m i s t  have occurred with ( e )  and ( f )  

wliile in tlic others it is yet to take place. Tlic coirespoiidiiig proto-ring 

prefix for thc above class is /bW. 

2.2.9 N O U N  CLASS 9 

Class 9 iioiiiis are made up of names and otlier iiiaiiitiiatcs. llic prefix 

for tliis class is /N-/ The following are some of the iioiiiis iiiakiiig r i p  this 

noun class 

(19) a) nt-bkl6 'caterpillar' 

b) ti-djtJ 'horn' 
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c)  IM5q 'JIOhlO' 

d) ()-yj.in 'beautiTitI girl' 

e) +gkm 'week' 

From the data above, we notice the change of the Iioiiiorgaiiic nasal /N-/ to 

/m-/, /ti-/ and /I$-/ depending on its enviroiiment of occurrence. This is diie 

to the process of homorganic nasal assimilation. Equally, the tone of the 

prefix bccotiics liigli wlieii i t  precetles a liigli toile. The prefi\ /N-/ 

correspoiitls lo llie polo-ring prefix /N-/, 

2.2.10 N O U N  CLASS 10 

Tliis i s  the plural class for class 9 tioutis. The basic prefix for this 

class is /5s% 'I ltis prefix is attached to (Iic class 9 piefix in addit lol l  to the 

stem of the t i o i i t i .  The examples below will illustrate this. 

(20) a) 5s5-m-b616 'caterpillars' 

b) Ss5-ri-d5g 'Ilorlls' 

c) 5sS-ii-dhJ 'potatoes' 

d) 5s5-j-gsn 'beautiful girls' 

e) 5s5-ij-gkm 'weeks' 

Allhougli t l ic above noun class prefix is ideiitical with that of class 4, i t  is 

distinct in t l i i i t  the plural for class 9 is attached to a lioiiiorgaiiic nasal where 

as the class 4 prefix is not attached to any plural p i  elix. 
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2.2. I I N O U N  CLASS I 3  

'llie pi-elk for tioiiri class I3 is /5t5-/. Some of the iioiiiis iiiakiiig up 

the above class include: 

(22) a) 5t5-p3r~ jaw' 1' 

bl 51 5-36 F 'illnesscs' 

c j  5t5-tjF 'intelligence (pl.)' 

d) 5t5-pig 'dances' 

e) 5t5-fu 'leaves' 

'Ilie proto-ririg prclix for class I3 tiotitis is  /t5-/. 'l'liis noun class i s  tlic pltiral 

class for class 51, tioiitis. 

2.2 12 N O I J N  CLASS 19 

The basic prefix for class 19 is /5f5-/. N o m s  making tip tlirs class 

include: 

(23) a) 5f5-lhm 'net' 

b) 5f5-kg 'tree' 

c) 5f5-l5lll 'fiiiit' 

d) 5f5-n3q 'inat' 

e) 5f5-ygm 'mat' 

Nouns in th is  class €onn their plurals in rioun class 6 (2). The corresporidi~ig 

proto-ring piefix for this class is /fW. The diffeient prefixes for the various 

noun classes liave been summarized i t i  the following tecapitulative table. 
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Table 2.2 Suniniarv table of the Mitien noiiii class svsteiri 

Norm class 

2 

1 

3 

4 

~ 

5a 

5b 

5c 

j8 

'roto-Ring 

6 

Mmen 

7 

)refix prefix 

i- 

,5v- 

;a- 5y5- 

i- 4 5 -  

5d-turn 

8-fG 
.- 

g-ku 

i-ph] 

i-38f 

i-36' 

i - ts  511 

ni-fii 

m-ku 

liloss 

_. 

'father' 

'cliild' 

'person' 

'childreri' 

'builricrs' 
.- 

lease' 

.____ . I 'iiicssage' 

'cases' 

'ixiessage' 

'bush' 

'forest' 

jaw' 

'illness' 

'madness' 

,' 

'tlienl 

'forests' 

'hand 

'zinc' (pl) m 
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- 

- 
9 

10 

13 

. 

19 

-- 

Ii-,B- 6- 

Si-  5S5-  

t5- 5t5- 

r5- 5 I-5- 

'Iiands' 

'potato' 

'Ilonl' 

'llollls' 

'potatoes' 

)aws' 

'intelligencc (pl) 

'liriit' 

'slat' 

Source: Adapted from Aglia-ah(] 993) 

2.3 NOUN CLASSES AND GENDER 

2.3.1 GENDER AND SEMANTIC CONTENT 

In cstal)lisliing gender in Mnien, the afliscs as well as scniantic 

Some class pairs content of various nouns are taken into consideration. 

show consistency in terms of semantic content while otliers do not. 

1/2 consists of kinship nouns 

3/4 

5/6 contains mostly mixed tiotitis 

6a 

7/8 contains mostly mixed iioiins 

9/10 i s  inade up of mostly mixed iioiitis 

5/13 consists of aiiginentatives 

19/6 contains diminutives 

consists of mostly mixed noiiiis 

IS made rip of inass iioiiiis 
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2.3.2 DOUI3I.~B AND SINGLE CLASS GENDERS 

As coiicci-[is double atid single class genders, Walters (1980: l I I )  cited 

in Aglia-all (IOX3:7 I )  says. 

Many iiouiis are members of two classcs, oiie to inark 

the singular and the other to inark the plural. Some 

nouns, however, belong to one class. Many of tliese are 

inass IIOUIIS, collective iioiuis or abstract IIOU~IS. 

fairings of two classes are here referred to as "double 

cl;iss gaitlcrs" while [lie otliers arc rcfen~ctl to as "siagle 

cl;iss geiider". 

111 Minen there are 7 double class genders and two single class genders. The 

following table shows double and single class genders in Mineti. 

Table 2.3.2 Double and single class genders iii Mineii 

1 2 

3' 

6 . . 77 
- ,,' *6a 

* 5  .. 

'%., ,,' 

'-.., I O  

. /' . . 
I' 

'. '. 
S ,. . 

I '. 7 
I' '. ,,' 9 

19 ' 3 
I' 

,' . . 

The classes marked with asterisks are single class genders. 

2.4 NOUN €ORMATION PROCESSES 

Beside? the process of coinbiiiilig afixes to steins to oblain iiouiis, 

Mineii equally ctiriclies its noinitial lexicon through a iiuiiiber o f  pi ocesses. 
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Mlnell Gloss 

t s i t s &  ' teacher' 
.. 

tS32 'chmch' 

S c s 3  'Dears' 

m6th 'motor' 

These include borrowing or loans, lexical adaplatioii of loans, cfcnvatioii, 

compounding aid partial reduplication. 

Eiiglisli transcription ' 

I ti tJa/ 

t[Atr/ 

/ UEas i 

i mautai 

2.4.1 BORROWING 

The expansion of the noininal lexicon in Mine11 makes good me of the 

linguistic pi-occss of borrowing. Some of the borrowed lexemes c.onie from 

neigltbouririg languages like Koin and Aghern which in return boi-row from 

Minen. According lo  Downes (1984:28) this is known i n  other wor-ds as the 

proccss ol' Icxical coiitinriom( iis cni-licr tliscrissctl ill PI' 5.6. of Illis \\;ark). 

2.4.1.2 LOAN FROM FRENCH 

(25) afTi6tJ ' avioii ' (plane) 
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2.4.2 1,OAN ADAPTATION 

So~iic lOilt1 words gciiel.ally niidcrgo iiioipliological a d  pliuiioiogical 

adaptation iii order to confonn to the target language structure and tiicaiiiiig. 

This process of adaptation can be classified imder thee categories. 

2.4.2.1 Ptw-rtiEsis 

Prothesis involves the iiitroductioii of iicw sounds at woi &initial 

position as 11I~1s~iatcd in tire following exaiiiplcs. 

(26) a) k5liikis /kztakis/ 'cathechist' 

b) k ;iti I'isa /kz€)lik/ 'catliolics' 

c) kut Ikautl 'coat' 

2.4.2.2 151'1 i N'l'l~l ESI S 
Lpentlicsis involves the iiisertioii of vowcls to break coiisoiiaiit 

clrlstcrs as illiislratcd in the following loan adaptntioris. 

(27) a> 1'7 I;iw& sa Iflaua'l ' flowers' 

17) 13 I:i wci /&war/ ' flour' 

2.4.2.3 ECI 1OIC WORDS 

These are onomatopoetic words accorditig to 'I'ambi aiid Alobwede 

(197977). Siicli words a.re coiticd arbitrarily by iiiiitatiiig il given sound. A 

good exairiplc i s  

(28) IMm ilm 'motor bike' 
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2.4.3 DI<R I VAIION 

Sotnc iiottiis are fortiied by adding allixes to tiutniiial bases. 1;wn this 

pIoccss, troiti~s arc ticriveti liorii vcibs by atldiiig tioitn class afliscs t i l  given 

verb roots. Tlrc following are examples illustrntitig nolitis derivccl fi-oni 

verbs. 

(29) a)  5 ttim 'message' s5 tiim ' io s e d  

b) 5 ~6 p5m5 'builders' s5 p5ni 'to build' 

c )  5s5 t s i  n3 'beliaviour' s5 tsi 'to slay' 

2,4.4 COMI'OIJNDING 

Componiiding involves the combination of two noniinal fonns 

fonning a single new word. According to Mccrtssen (1967:95) citcd itr  

Ngangoittn (2002:28) the essential featiires of a cotiipound noun cotiskt of 

two steins trc;itctl a.s one. Wic following are sonic esaiiiplcs of c.cmrpound 

nouns in Mnicti. 

(30) a) 5tsi v3si b) vein ndilni5 

place fire child inan 

'fire-side' ' boy' 

c) vGn ytii 4 DYk Pi. 

c.liild female owner coinpound 

'girl' 'father' 

2.4.5 PAR'J'JAI, I<EUUPLlCAJ'ION 

Pal-tial reduplication in iioi~n phrases in Mtnen takes place w j h  the 

process of lexical clipping. According to Tanrbi and Alobwedc (1979) 

clipping i n  lcxicology itivolves the shortetiitrg of lexical fonns OF wortls 
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without any influence on its meaning. This partial 1-eduplication takes place 

i n  kinship plii-xes where 'vain' child is tloiiblcd. llclow are soiiic cxaiiiples 

illustratitig partial reduplication. 

(31) a) v2 v a n  y6sCxd 

cliiltl child ollr 

' Our grand son / grand daughter' 

b) v B  v a n  ndumk V6 

cliiltl child iiiale your 

'Your grand son' 

2.5 SlJMMARY 

The Miiien noun is formed by combitiitig affises to nominal stems. 

'nk is done respecting various noun classes wliicli have specific prefixes 

(plural as well as singular). Other linguistic processes equally ititewetie 

besides affixation when it comes to obtaining tlie nominal lexicon. These 

include loans, adaptation, derivation, compounding and partial reduplication. 
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CI I A r r  ER TI i 11 E 15 

‘ I ’ I I K  Sli?ll’l,lC NOIIN I’llltASK ( ~ O N S I ’ I ~ ~ , I ( ~ ’ I ’ I ~ ) N  

This chapter is concerned with the descriplioii of the Mirieii simple 

iiotin plirase iri i ts possible striictures. Essono (2000) tlefincs tlic siiiiplc 

nouii phrase :IS being a nominal phrase syntagine with a zero constituent. I n  

this light, our  attention will be centred on simple noinirial plir-ascs, the 

simple modified noun plume structures and  simple proiioiiiinal 

constructions. 

3.1 TME NOUN PHRASE 

The rioi i i i  phrase is a nominal group made up of either a tioim only, a 

noun and its iiiodilicrs or dcterininers or a iiotin sri1)stitule. This dcliriit ion is 

highlighted i n  Tambi and Alobwede ( 1  979:32). 

A noiiti phase consists of a single noun or a noun 

snbslitute or a cluster of words having a noun as the head 

word in tlic group. ‘Hie otlicr worcis wliich niny bc 

detei-niiners, adjectives, adverbs or evcn nouns at-e 

noi-inally called detemiiners. 

In the same light, Dubois et al (1973:340) cited in Tongo (1993:65) see the 

noun phrase as. A syntagne constituted by a notiit.. . eventually precct1t.d by 

a determiner.. . article, demonstrative etc. 

3.1.1 S I N c l l , l r  N O I J N S  AS IMI’I~IIIAI‘IVII S~JII.II<(.~’I’ 

1inpci~:itivc ~(~criiiiccs in Miiicii, like in i i iosl I:inguiigcs, rcquirc :I 

single notin when jt colicenis requesting die attenlion of an adckessee. 

?hese imperative single noininal phrases are coiiinion when it collies to a 

speaker calling a listener or a listener responding in afftmiative to a very 



j a) Spes d k er : Ngo'ij! 

1 Ngong 
N 

b) L,is(eiici- : Cliia! 

(33) 1'01 J I ' I ?  AI~I~IRMA'I'IVES 

N 
a) 1011: Cliia! 

N 

b) Addressee: mbi! 

Your highiiess! 

N 

c) Cliristiaii / respectful wife: b8! 

Lord! 

111 ( I ) ) ,  tradition and culture obliges any sulijcct 10 address or  aiiswcc to 

the roll 'iiih? aiid iiot by his iiaiiie. or by a 'yes'. 

111 ( c ) ,  iis the Chrisli;iii arldresscs his oi- Iicr creator '116' 'lord' the 

respectful wife equally owes the same respect to the Ilusband. 

3.1.2 SINtiLE NOUNS AS SUUJEC'I'S 

Siiiglc iiouiis may take the subject positioii in seiitciices. Tiic structiire 

N1 -t V + (N2) as iii the following of such seiiteilces will be 

examples 

S + 
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dog Asp barked 

'7'he dog barked' 

NI + v +  N2 

w Z q h i i 5  gk3g nl v5m 

builder like mother m y  

'The builder likes m y  inotiier' 

N I (oroi l )  V N2 
1 p m  5fak5 

I le sell agr chair 

We is selling a chair' 

3.1.3 SINGLE NOUNS AS VERB OBJECTS 

Like i n  other languages, Mirieii siriglc iioiiiis do function as verb 

objects. Sentences with these riominal objects have the structure: 

S -+ N 1 i V + N 2 as illustrated in the following 

Examples 

(35) a> N 1  poss. V N2 

rii v j m  pk'l5 lll;illgolo' sa 

Mother 1nY sell mangoes 

' My mother i s  selling mangoes' 

b) N I  V N 2  

vgin ki i3%n 

child has exam 

"l'hc cliiid has exainiiintiori' 
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c) N1 V N2 (pt.cp) N 3  
m j y n  bri fu w3n S i  pvits3 

Childreii Asp give grass lo goats 

“The Cliildren gave grass to goats’ 

3.1.4 SINGLE NOUNS AS OBJECTS OF PREPOSITIONS 

I n  S ~ I I I C  scntences, single noitns follow prcpmilioris iii second olijcct 

---rN I - i ~  V -I- N2 ..I (N1’3). positions. S~icli  scntcnccs have the slructurc S 

The following examples will illustrate such cases 
(36)a) N1 V N2 (Prep) N3 

fu no S 5  w 3 p 5 ill5 pwiip& VA 

Father Asp give water lo bni Id e I‘ 

‘Father gave water to the builder’ 

b) NI 1’0.5s V N2 (PI-ep) N? 
Lsi5’ v5m V 6  r“ ti,s s3 11’1 v5m 

father InY ASP give torc.11 to inother my 

‘My lither gave a torch to my tnothcr’ 
c) N1 V Prep N2 

niq f5 tkin f5 v6 mrisi: 6 t.Q fakB 

Bird the Asp Perch on top tree 

“ i ’ k  bird ltas perched 011 Lllc t ~ c ’  

3.2 MOUII*II:1<S IN TliE SIMI’LE NP 

The wold adjective i s  defined as a word tlial names a quality or tl ist  

defines or liiriits a noun. These adjectives play a niodirying role whet1 they 
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3.2. I TYPES OF ADJECTIVES 

According to, Mutaka and Tamanji (2000) adjeclives in Akicaii 

languages caii be classified under three broad categories. These calegories 

include pure adjectives, verbal adjectives and nominal adjectives. As far as 

the Mmen language is coocen~eri, it will be prudent Iiandling only tn.0 broad 

categories of adjectives in the language: purc adjectives and derived 

adjectives. 

i 
i 

3.2.1 . I  PIJRE ADJECTIVES 

Accortliiig to Nkelnilji ( IYYS: 135) cited iir Ngongourn (2002:0S), pure 

adjectives arc “those lexical items that are specilied iu lexicon as belonging 

to the category of adjectives”. Like in Mpumputj and some Akicari 

languages, \)lire adjectives are very limited iii Mnien. Only tlic fonris 

presented i i i  cxainple (37) below show the cliarac.tcristics of purc adjectives. 

These adjectives express quality. They are post- posed to the noiiiis they 

modify. 



. 
(37) 4 N Adj 

ntli. IsUq 

I lorlsc good 

'Good house 

N Adj 

n d M  tsQrJs3 

I lousc Agr. Good Agr. 

'Good houses' 

N POSS. Adj 

nduni% 351n f6 
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a) :I N Adj . 

5kw;iil 5 fd t3 

I'latc Agr. White 

White plates 

The acljcctive E T ?  is derived from state verb 'f6fe' "to be wliitc" 

b) N Adj 

B k B q  h p r i ~ 5  

Plate Agr. red 

A I-ctl plate 

The adjective p B t $  i s  derived froin the state verb 'ipBt-~' "to be red" 

As coiicci-iis the iise of adjectives they can be used iii two ways. Tliis 

caii either be Imxlicatively or attributively ac,cordiiig lo Radford ( 1997) cited 

in Ngatigoiiiii (2000:66).  

3.2.2 PREDICATIVE ADJECTIVES 
Predicative adjectives are post-posed to the 11oui1s they inodifj. They 

are mostly liiiltcd to the head iiou11 by a copula verb. Sudt senlcnccs take 

the structure. S -bN I 4- Poss Dciri -t V -1.. Qrral. 

The followiiig examples illustrate adjectives used predicatively. 
(39) a)NI Poss [kin V. Qiml. 

v s n  v6m vat1 yc [)hlJ?l 

Cliild my tliis be red 

Wiis i r i y  child is light in complexion' 
b) N l  N2 V Qual Atlj 

yi i i  tyA 
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I 

I 3.2.2.1 A.II 'K 1 I3 I J'rl VE ADJECTIVES 

i Attributive adjectives contrast with predicalive adjectives. They 

tnodify a following, noun according IO l<adford (op. cit). I n  niost cases. 

Minen attributive noininal adjective phrases have the adjectives post-posed 

to the nouns they modify. These following exaiiiples are illustrations of 

attributive noininal adjective phrases. 

(40) a) N Adj . 

5JlUIJ "t5m5 

hair black 

'IHack hair' 

b) N Adj 

5gUq s3 f5Itl5S5 

hair Agr. Black Agr. 

wife father of coinpound be pawerfnl/ stiong 

'Fathci's wire is  powerfkl' 

c) N I  I'oss V Q.Adj 

m5in vein y e  ty6 

Child1 en his be strong 

'His cliildreti are strong' 

Predicative adjectives do not agree in class and number with the pi ccediiig 

I head nouns. 
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In t l i ic section, focus is 011 noinitials iiiotlified by possessive 

adjectives, qwiliVyitig adjectives, demonstrative ;i~l.iectives, qtiat i t i f ic is and 

numerals. 

3.3.1 POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVE NOUN PIHRASE 

Possession, belonging or assertion of owtiership witliiu the n o w  

phrase is expi-essed when the head iiouii coiiibiiies with a possessive 

adjective. ‘l’lic following examples illustrate possessive adjectiix i ioii i i  

plirascs. 

(41) a) N Poss 

5v;iin %vein 

Clll  It1 Ag.1iis 

’His child 

N 1’0% 

6 k j ’  iiy6sknl 

Laddei Agr.Our 

‘Our ladder’ 

N I’oss 

515ry]WhI] iifa”lnf5 

salt Agr . Y our 

‘YOIll salt‘ 

N I’oss 

5s5ntl~5q s5 v6ins5 

Agr. Month Agr. his Agr. 

‘I-lis nioiiths’ 



111 SIICII coiistructioiis, possessive adjcclivc- rnots do agree in now1 

class, niiinhcr aiid person with the preceding hcad iioiins they niodilji. In 
case tlie head iioiiii i s  moved to the filial position or the phrases, tiicii either 

an approximate elliptica1 noun phrase will be obtaiiied or a ineariingless 

phrase will 1-esult as illustrated in tlie following examples. 

Poss adj N Poss. adj coli;. N 

(42)a) * 5vkin v a n  5vein 3 v S n  

I, lis cliiltl tiis aiid child 

I l is cliiltl " I  IC iiiid tho child' 

Poss.Adj N 

b) * 5y6skii'i 5k6' 

we ladder 

Poss.adi. N 
5yksknI 3k5' 

we niid a ladder' I 1  

Poss.at1j N 
c) * CiEiill.5 m ~ ~ w ~ t ~  

Yo1u- salt 

The above phrases with asterisks are iungran~~iialical because !lie word 

order o f  the $ii-ases has been changed. 111 these phrases, the conjunctive 

eleinerit is absent iii (a, b), then agreement problem is posed given that i t  is 

always adicctivcs agreeing ill class, iitrmber arid pe~-soti with pi.cceedirig 

iiouiis and iiot \ l ie reverse. I'lie following table reviews sotile basic Mmen 

possessive adjective roots, (noun dasses 1,3,4,5,G) frorn the first person 

singular to tlic third person plural. 
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Table 3.2.1 b i c  Minen Possessive adiective roots. 

NOUN CLASSES AND I'OSS. l<OOI'S 

1 

- 6111 
3 

-Cin-e -$in- e 

-a y6nA 

The blank spaces in the above table require concordial initial 

consonants sricli as y, v, f, 3 according to the tioiin class in use for 

combination 

3.3.2 QUALIFYING ADJECTlVE NOUN PI.lI<ASES 

Peck ( I  995:92) citing Veiidler ( I  968) treats tlie above adjec.tives as 

quality adjcc~ivcs or quality inodilicrs. 'I'liesc ;idjcclives give qualily to the 

nouns they modify. I n  Minen, these adjectives ai-e post-posed to tlie iioiiiis 

they qualiry. The result simple noun phrase has tlie strticture NP AN + 

QAlj .  'Pile fdlowing examples are illustrations of qualifying adjectiw NPs. 

N I  Q.Aclj 

(43) a) 5f5k% f5 py5 f5 
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chair Agr. Bad Agr 

'A bad chair' 

N 1  Q.Adi 
535s c i  mu5 

brooiii &.Old 

"An old brooni' 

N I  QAdj 

5m5nd3i m3 p6g5 

urinc Agr red 

'Red ririne' 

N I  Q.Adj 

J I U I J S ~  f5rn5s5 

hair Agr black Agr. 

'Black hair' 

Quali fyiiig adjectives do agree in tioiiii class atid tiurtber \\.it11 the 

preceding iioiitis they modify. When the head noun is moved froin flie initial 

plirase position to the final phrase position, an ungi-ammatical phrase will be 

imtlticctl as iii tlic followiiig cx;io~plcs. 

Qadi. N. 

(44) a) * % m S i  535s 

Old broom 

(2. aclj N. 
b) * n i b  p.i!li3 5m5nd37 

lied urine 
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3.3.3 DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVE NOUN PllMSES 

Deinoiirlrative adjectives are equally ktiowii as de.nionslraIive 

pronouns according to Peck ( 1  9 9 ~ 9 2 ) .  These adjectives or pronouiis, point 

out things whicli are either near speaker (NS), Near listener (NL) or far from 

speaker and liskncr (IWd). Deiiionslrahe Nl’s kikc llic sfrwlwe;Nt’---N + 
Dein.A?i. ‘I’lie lollowing exainples illustrate dctiioiistralive adjcctiw iioiitl 

I 

phrases. 

(45) a) n.cl. I 

nc1.3 

lid4 

nc15 

N Dein. 

5kfiyn 36in 

I 1 1 1 1  this (NS) 

“I his hill‘ 

N Der I1 . 

5 l W r n f i  fi 

Calabash that (NL) 

“That calabash’ 

N Dern. 

m3 s i  ni? 

‘Tears those (NL) 

N Dem. 

5w5s VI? 

Gun that (FSL) 

That gun 
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N Dein. 

e )  ncl6 5t5 fan t'ii 

Agr.rot1 tliose (FSI.,) 

'T'liose f0llS 

'I'hcre i s  noitti class and nuinber agreeinent between denioiistrative 

adjective fomis and the preceding noiins. In case the head noun is moved 

from the initial phrase position to the phrase final position, an 

utigrai1imatic;il plirase will be produccd. V i c  followirig arc sollie 

I )CI11 + wigraintnatic:il cx;iinplcs Iiaving tlic pliIasc slrrictiii~c N P  -+ 
I 

N. 
I h n  N 

(46) a) * -#in e 5kfiyn 

Tliis hill 

Dein. N 

b) * v 3  5w% 

'l'ltal gllrl 

I)Clll N 

c) * mi nl.istsi 

I'lloSC teats 

The following table presents represeritati\ze Mnien denionstrntive 

adjective roots froin noiin classes 1,3 to 6. Othei noun classes mainkst the 

same demonsti ative base. 
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__ ~~~~ 

Noiiii class NS NL 
. __ " I - GI1 - I  

3 - en& -1 

4 - 6n& - I  

5 - 6nB -"I 

6 5t58in t5 5 tac i  t'i 

" 

as5 - b h  s5 5sa - b in  s'i 

.- 

lYYd 
- \. < - I t  

-. . 
\.I - I I  

r n - 11  

v - - I I  

5t5 -k in  C i i  

5s5 -kin s'ii 

The blarik spaces require colicordial initial consotiatits such as 

f, m, t ,  v, 3 depending on the class of preceding iioiin, whicli the adjective 

modifies 

3.3.4 NON-NI JMERAI, QUANTIFIER NOUN PI IRASES 

Non-iiriiiieral quantifiers are better kriowri in Euglisli as illdefinite 

adjectives. Accotding to Radford (1997) a quantilier is a type of determiner 

that denotes quantity. Such a category of quatitifiers gives a vaguc arid an 

imprecise ~iriiribcr of the noinitial elements descrihcd. liidcliiiite xljcctives 

are post-posctl to the tiouns they determine. Tlic stnicture NI' -+ N 4- i d .  

Adj i s  prodriced when they combine with noim fonns. The following 

examples illristi-ale non-numeral quantifier now plirases. 

1 

N ind. Adj 

(47) a) k5m 'all' 5WC k5m 

hands a1 1 

'All hands' 



N 

b) t6td 'lcw' 5WU 

llalltls 

'few 

N 

c )  sktsi: s3'severaT nd6 

house 

'Scvcral 

N 

d) si3 nij's5 'some' nd6 

house 

'Some 

5 1  

iiid. Adi. 

1616 

few 

haiids' 

iiid. Adi 

s6tsk si3 

several 

Iiouses' 

id. AdJ 

s3 m3' s5 

solile 

houses' 

Indefiiii!e adjectives do not agree either i i i  dass or tiiuiiber with the 

precediiig iioi~iis hey deteriiiiiic. Where tlic Iicnd iiow is iiio\cd to the 

phrase fiiial position, an uiigraiurnatical phrase is produced as in the 

following exairiples. 

Ind.adJ. N 

(48)a) * 1616 5 W U  

'Few hands' 

ind , adj . N 

b) * SClSi3S?l lid6 

Several Agr house 

'Several houses' 
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iiid.adj. N 
c )  * k5111 5 W l i  

'All hands' 

3.3.5 NOUNS MODIFIED BY NUMERALS 

Nuineials are words, figures or signs standing for niiiribers or a 

number. Like in other languages, Minen nuineials are further sub divided 

into cardinal and ordinal iiumerals. 

3.3.5.1 CARDINALNUMERALS 

Cardiii:il iteiiicrals atc tlic niost itiipoilan( 01 cliicf aiiiong niiiiilicrs in 

terms of freqricricy of usage. Mriien cardinal nrrnibci-s have both simple and 

cornplex card i t  i d s .  

(48) Siinplc c;irdinals; 

m3' 'one' 

pk 'two' 

tril 'three' 

k'i8 'four' 

tsin 'five' 

trifti 'six' 

s h b 2  'seven' 

f6m ri 'ei gl i t' 

pulrill~?l' 'ni lie' 

Yy5ni 'ten' 

5 V 3  one hundred 

qk6m one thousand 
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-ex cardinals: This group of numerals i s  formed follov iiig tlie 

In srich wiiicr;iIs, a conjunctive eleruent addition nic(liod o f  coinbitlalion. 

liiiks the pair oriiiiinerals as can be seeii in the exariiples below. 

(50) fy5m mj’ ‘eleven’ 

Ten \Vllll OllC 

‘iy5m 3i p? twelve‘ 

Tell with two 

‘iy5in pi. ,3i m j ’  ‘twenty-orle‘ 

N Nuin 

b) 5m5fn SpL 

cliiltlren AbT two 

“ I W O  cliildreti 
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N Niim. 

c )  I i t lC  s:, pt 

Iiousc Agr two 

'Two houses' 

N Nuin. 

d) 5m5tsi nip2 

chairs two 

Y W O  chairs 

N Nuin 

e )  5 l# ts i  I3 mb' 

cliair Agr. One 

There is iirirriber and class agreemetit betwccii cardiiial nriiiiernls and 

the preceding tiowis they determine. The l i i i cw  stt-uctrire for cardilia1 

numeral iioiiti plirascs is N P  --+ N + Niuii. Wlicrc this stritctiire i s  ;iltcrcd. 

that i s ,  when the head tiouii i s  moved away fioin i ts initial NP position, an 

ungrainmatical plirase i s  produced. The following examples are illustrations 

of altered iirinicral NPs. 

Nl l l l l  N 
(52)  a) * 113p2 5m5tsi 

Two  chairs' 

NLIIII N 
b) * s3 p? nd6 

'Two house' 
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N r m  N 

c) * 6 ill?)' 5 f j t s i  

'One chair' 

3.3.5.2 ORDINAL NUMERALS 

Ordinal nuinerals are used in relation to positional impoi-(aiice in 

classification. In Minen, like in some Bantu languages, the first, the second 

and the last positions are given distinct or uiuque ordinal nuinbers. These 

nuinbers diffcr fiom cardinal nuinbers. The following examples are distinct 

ordinal niinici:iIs. 

(53) :ii;i 'lit.st' 

%kunit3 'second 

5ir~go's?~ 'last' 

The oilier ordinals are simply catdiiial nunici-als hiked by the imlirial 

niiineral prelix 'ii-', '['lie following are examples illristrating derived or-dinals 

froin cardinal numerals. 

(54) a t81 'the third' 

5i k'ia 'the foiirtli' 

5i tfiiii the fifth' 

a tu1-5 'the sixth' 

5i s6nib2 'the seventh' 

a f h r i  'the eighth' 

Like cnrtlirials, ordinal nenerals are always posl-posed to thc unws 

they modify. Noun phrases modified by ordinals take the structure N P  + N 

+ ord. Num the following examples illustrate nontls niodified by ordinal 

numcrals. 
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N ord.Nritn 

(55)a) 5vgi'n %si 

Cliild first 

' 'The lii st child' 

N ord.Nuin 

b) ridum % t 3 n  

Iiusbaiid five 

$ ' I  ( I C :  lillll  Ilusbailtl' 

N ord. Nuin 

c )  5IWrn6 %si I3 

calabash Agr. First Agr. 

"I lie iirst calabasli' 

%si ii V G I l  

fiotiticyes cliild 

The chilcl's front/eyes. 

N 0rd.Nuin. 

4 iitlilm %si 

Iiusbaiid first 

' I'he first husband 

Exccptioiially, 'second' a i d  'last' require a 1-cwse iii phase sticictiu'e. 

hi such cases, the right structure is ord.Nutn. + NPI as  illustrated in the 

following examples. 

01 d.Nuin. N 
(56)a) iikumt3 % ndum 

sccotid Agr. Llusbaod 

'The second husband' 

N Nun1 

ndum iiktimt3 .... 
Iirisbaud sccoiid 

The Iiusband of the secoud.. . 
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ord. Nuin 

3 k unit3 

sccond 

‘ I lie 

ord.Num 

6lJCJ?l’S3 

I:1sl 

‘The 

NI 

2 Y U i  

Agr. Wife 

second wife 

N 
B vain 

Agr cliild 

last child 

ord Nurn N 

4 :iqg5’s3 2 YUi 

last Agr wife 

‘The last wife’ 

yu  i 

wife secoiid 

wife of the secoritl 

iikiini t5.. . . . 

vain BIJCJ?~’ sa 

child of last 

‘The child oftlie last . . . I . .  

yUl %tJg?)’s3 

wife last 

‘wik of the last.. . .’ 

For the ordiiials ‘second’ skunit3 and last %ijghs?), the plirase striictrire is 

reversed: oi(1 .Niini.  -1- Nl’l wliere this sti-ucturc is disi-especled, nii clliptical 

phrase results, giving quite a diffei-eiit ineanirig and otleii incoinplete. 

Ordiiinl nuiiierals share class agreement with the tiouiis they modify. 

3.4 PRONOMINAL PHRASES 

According to Wiesemann et a1 (1 984:7O), 1xoiiouiis are \vords used in 

reference or used to represent a participant already rnentioned in speech. 

Dubois et al ( 1  973:395) coiifiniis this defiiiitioii by seeing proiiotuis 

as: 

, , . Words that are used as replacements for co-refereitid 

tcriiis ;tiid as substitutes to term ~Ii-cady used in the 

sentence (auaphoric usage) or to represent a participant in 
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an act or commnnicatioii, a Iiuinan hciiig or an object 

takiiig paid iii  a spcccli act (rleictic risagc). 

'flic :rl)ovc two defini~ions suggcst that pi-oiiouiis are words used it1 

place of nominal forms. As such, pronouns have no intrinsic descriptive 

content, tlicis, they are fittictors. Concei-ning pronominal plirases, our 

concerii Iiclciw, given the vastness of proiiouiis. is liinitcd to pcrsonal 

pronouns such as subject pronouns, object of verb and preposition pi.onouns, 

focused proiioinis, reflexive prononiis and possessive pronouns. 

3.4.  I PI~J'SONAI, I'RONOIJNS 

Like in the Mpuinpug language, Ngangorini (opcit) Mmen pcrsoiial 

pronows fiitiction as subject personal pronotitis, objcct of verb pcrsonnl 

pronouns, focus personal pronouns and reflexive pronouns. 

3.4.1.1 SIJ13JECT PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

Mmeii subject personal proiioiuis have three singttlar and t h t  ee plural 

pronominal fmris. The following table presents Mnieti subjecl pronwius. 

Table 3.4.1.1 Minen subiect personal Dronoiiiis 

Below are examples illustrating Mineti subject pel-sonal pronouns iti use 

from the first pcrson singular to the tliird person plriral. 



65 

(57) a) 
Pro11 1 V N2 art. 

ni 5 3'1 fy6 yi I t in  

'I ilavc ca~ctl tilt rood' 

I ate things eat the 

Pron I V N2 
WU p6 ndc 

you build house 

Yoii :ire buildiiig a house 

Prori 1 V N2 
5 f6 N16n 

ric see aeroplane 

'I le I S  looking at ail aeroplane' 

Pro11 1 V N 2  

5 v5 E 'radio' 

she Agr seen radio 

'She has seeti a radio' 

Proii 1 V N2 

y& 3 niu winc/niIii' 

we Agr. Drink windbeer 

'We are drinking wine' 

pron I V N2 
5WU mu GkB 

They smoke cigarette 

'They are smoking cigarettes' 

Proti. I V N2 
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g) y6n:i Bn'ihs s3 

'I'liey work oiiion Agr. 

'They grow onions' 

3.4. I .2 OI3JECT OF VERB PERSONAL I'IIONOUNS 

Like subject proiiouiis, Mmen object pi-oiiouns of verb Ii;tvc three 

singular and three plural pronoinis which appear- generally in the object 

position iri utterances. In other words, such pi-ouoruis follow wrbs in 

seiikrices. Tlie (able below preseiils Miiieri object of verb pcrsotisl 

protiouiis. 

Table 3.4.1.2 h4men object of vel-b personal uronouns 

I'ersoii 

I 

2 

3 

Singular 

n13 'me' 

wu 'yotl' 

vkin 'hiidher' 

Object personal pronouns, ftiiictioiiing as  coiiipleineiits are Senerally 

sepal-ated liuiii the subject iioiiii or subject pronoun by a verb. Such 

utteraiices hkc the structure S -b Proii 'I t V + I'm1 2 + (N3) ; I S  illustrated 

by the rollowing examples iiivolving the first person sitigular to the t1iit.d 

person plural. 

1'l-o11 I v Pro11 2 

re nia - (58)a)wu 3 

you Agr. See me 

'You Iiavc seeti tne' 



61 

Proii 1 V 

m5 ink  I6 

I A !:I /AS I ' 
' I  have sccti you' 

Pron 1 V 

y6n6 115 f6 

They ASP give 

' ' l I l C /  It;rvc 

I'roii I V 

5n5 fU 

Ile ASP. 

Proll 2 

W h  

SCC yo11 

Pron 2 N3 

v6in t&lkviJrjn 

hiin television 

givca Iiirn a Iclcvisioii' 

I'ron2 N 3  

v6in k6 

give her money 

Pron 1 V Pron 2 

~6116 na f6 y6s3nl 

They ASP see lis 

'The ate seeing us' 

N I  V Pro11 2 

tJitSii %$'la' 5WU 

teacher ASP. teaching you 

"I'he tc;iclicr i s  teaching you' 

Proti 1 V Pron 2 

wir 115 re 
He ASP see thein 

'He has seen them' 
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3.4. I .3 013dECT OF PREPOSITION PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

Mincii object personal pronouns frmctioiiiiig as coinplerrierits of 

prepositions have the same forins as ob.ject of verb personal pronouris. The 

only dirferciice i s  tliat these proiiouns are iiiiiiiediately prcccdcd by 

prepositions Iiefi~e verbs and subject nouns or subject pronouns. Sticli 

phrases takc flie structure S+ NP 1 (Pron I )  + V .I- Prep + Pron 2 

Mirieii ob.jecl of preposition pronoinis are displayed on Table 3.4. I .2. 

The following examples illustrate object of preposition prorro~i~ structures 

froin the first person singular to the third person pluual. 

Proii 1 V Prep. Pron 2 

(59)a)wa 5 wiitJn3 S 3  ma 

you ASP speak to me 

'You have spoken to me' 

Pron 1 V Prep Pron 2 

b) y6S 3 WhlJllb S 3  W il 

we ASP. Speak to you 

'We have spoken to you' 

Pron 1 V Prep Yron 2 

c) wu 5 wii@ s5 vein 

yoti ASP speak to Iiindlrer 

'Yon have spoken to hitdier' 
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NP I V Pl-cp 1’1011 2 

d) pwh-lid wBq n? s3 y 6 s M  

fatlicr o f  compound 

‘fatlicr is speaking to us‘ 

speak to us 

Pron I V Prep. Pron 2 

e) yes 5 w&g n5 Si3 3Wh 

we ASP speak to you 

‘we Iliive spoke11 to you’ 
N P  1 V Prep Pron 2 

f) tJitJ2 5 whgn5 S% ykn5 

teacher ASP speak to thein 

‘The teacher has spoken to thein’. 

The prcccctling analysis sliow that object OF vcr l~  pr-onoutis prccrtlc vcrbs 

while ob.jecf of prepositiori pronouns precede pi-cposilions 

Clefling permits a speaker to use pronouns as well as oilier iioininal 

forins in a focrlsed manner. This focused prorioriiiiial usage i i i  utterances 

serves to lay emphasis. Both personal pronouns and noinilia1 foniis can be 
made emphatic by placing them at phrase or seiitence initial positions. At 

phrase or scntence initial positions, iioiins retaiii their forins. 111 a language 

like M p u m p q ,  Ngangoum (2002:42) obseivcs a cliarige iri pioiiuii i id 

fonns wlicte certain focused pronouns take distinct forins. In Miiten, the 

situation is  tliffcrent. I n  Mmen, Tocus pronouns ai-c not different li-oiii object 
of verb pcr~sorial pronouns. Such pronominal strrictures consist of a neuter 

pronoun followed by a state verb, then a focus pronow followed by a 
relative pronoun etc. (a clefted stnicture). For a table of focused i>i-oiiotl11s, 
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sce Table 3.11.1 2. The followiiig exaniplcs illustrate Mmcn focused 

proiioniiiial seiitciices (from the lirst person siiigulat- to tlic t l i i i t l  persoti 

plusal) 

(60)a) ?i ni m3 k6 y h 8 5  f? 
N.Protil Vbe F.Proii Re1 Proil3 V 

It is me that they ASP saw 

'They have seen me (it is me they have seen7 

N.1Voii 1 vbe F.proii re1 pro113 V 

5. ni Wti  k 6  yknriri E 

It is you(sg) that they ASP saw 

'They have seen you / It is you they have seen' 

N.J>roii 1 vbe F.Pron re1 Proii V 

B ni v 6 h  ke' yes5 f? 

It  is  liiin/her that we ASP saw 

'It is yori t l iat  wc liavc SCCII / wc l~avc SCCII y o r ~ '  

N.Proii vbe f.pron re1 pro113 V 

5. ni vein k.6 y6s 5 fe 

It i s  you (pl) tliat wc Asj) saw 

"It i s  you that we have seen /we  have seen you' 

The rest of focused pronouns are all object proiiouns used in the focus 

position. 'l'lic linear structure prodltecd by such ritteraiic.cs givcs. S -+ N. 
pron I -1- vbc -i- F. Proii + re1 + pron 3 + V as obsetved in the csaniples 

above. 
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3.4.1.5 & l j I ~ X i V E  PRONOUNS 
Rellcxivc proiiouiis arc used with coiltailis verbs or in certain 

coiistructioiis to indicate that the action expressed by the verb 'falls back' on 

the subject o r  the performer(s). In reflexive coiistructioiis, the reflexive and 

the subject proiioiriis refer to the sane persoii(s). In ininen, reflexive 

pronouns have a basic root ' gg6tJ ' 'self ' wliicli is added to the 

corresponding possessive adjective base of the grariunatical pel-son in 

question. Tlie following table presents Mineii reflexive pronouns. 

7'able 3.4. I .5 Miiieii reflexive Di-oiioiiiis 

~~ i tJCJ6lJS3 rells S?l II tJg61JavCXn 
-. 

the first persoti singular to the third person plural 

PronI V Ref.Proii. 

(61) a) ,1115 sa ry~6tj3~t-11 

1 wash self iny 

' 1  alii bathing myself 

Pron 1 v Ref.proii 

b) wa ngin 115 iJCJ6tJ36 

you look Asp. Self your 

'You are looking at yourself 
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Pronl V Ref proti. 

d). 5 YUi  gg6g s5 r6s5n’i s5 

We Agr. enjoy selfAgr. our Agr. 

‘We are enjoying ourselves‘ 

e). Pron.1 V Ref pron. 

5Wri  137s5 gycg ~5 36 sa 

you deceive Self Agr.Your Agr. 

’ You arc tlcccivitig yorrrselvcs’ 

Pronl V Ref. Pron. 

Y&i& f.st?mt 5 rlcj6g . I  s5 rCn6 sb 

They I1clp self Agr.tliem Agr. 

‘They ai-e Iiclpiiig themselves‘ 

There is nuiril)cr aiid class agreaneot between rcllcsive protionli bases and 

possessive ad-jective bases. Reflexive proiiouii constnictions have the 

structure: S 4 P r o n l  + v + Ref.Pron. Reflexive pronolitis always occripy 

the object position. 

3.4.2 m S E S l V E  PRONOUNS. 

I’osscsssivc p t o i i o t i i i s  are usctl lo rcplacc ;I I I O I I I I  pli~asc cottt;ltnllig a 

possessive acllective and particiilarly, whenever ownership needs to be 



expressed according to Arragon( 1986:92).Unlike in M ~ L I I I I ~ L I I J  where 

Ngaiigoum(2002.45)sigiials the presence of posscssive delerniiiicrs that 

precede posscssive pronoun forins, Mmen shows just distinct posscssive 

pronoun forins:. Tlie table below shows Mmen posscssive pronotias. 

Table 3.4.2 Mnien Possessive Protiouns. 

'Ihe following cxaniples illustrate the above proiioiiiis in rise froin tlic first 

person singtilar pronoun to the third persol1 plural pronoun. 
Dein Vbe Poss Prori. . NI  

(61)a) yui yCn& 115 y51116 

WOlllall these be mine 

' Tliesc woman are mine' 

N I  I h n .  V be pc~sspro~l. 

b) w6in n5 y6yt5 

children those be y~"rt-s 

'Those children are yours' 
N1 Dern . Vbe his/lier-s 

c )  q!.iiin s"li I15 y6y6 

pots those be his/hcs 

'Those pots are hishers' 
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d) ntld 

llolrscs 

‘These 

N1 
e) pv6 

goats 

“l’l10sc 

N I  

f )  IjkB’ 

-~ 

Uern. 

Still 

these 

houses 

Deai. 

SI 

tliose 

goals 

r m 1 .  

mein 

this 

wood 

14 

Vbe 

115 

b C  

are 

Vbe 

n5 

be 

a re 

V 
5 mj 

I’oss .pron 

s6sL 

ours 

olll-s‘ 

Poss.pron 

s6s5 

yours 

yours‘ 

Poss.~”-c”l 

niB y&i6 

be Agr. agr theirs 

is theirs 
word 

“lliis 

Possessive pi oiioiiiis agrec in person, nuinber arid class with the prccediiig 

head nouns, taking the following structure tit sentences: S -+ NP I t Den1 + 
v + Poss 

* 



3.5 SUMMARY 

'l'lie siiirplc tiouii phrase iii Miiieti iiiay bc coiistitutcd by ;I single 

tiow, a pronoun alone, or a iioiiii alid B cletetininer or a modifier. As 

concertis single iiouiis, they can function as subjects, objects of verbs, and 

objects o f  prepositions. Withiti noun phrases, proiioinirial foons agree in 

class, persoti and nuinber with the noiitis they replace. The head noiiris of  

simple noun plirases always occur at the phrase itritial position vlrile the 

determiners or iriotliliers follow. Finally, agreeiiiciil features on detct-iiiiuei-s 

or modifiers at-c dclertniried by lhe tioitii class atid iiiiinbcr of the prcccdhg 

licad tioiiti. Iriclcfiiiitc adjcctivcs iii Miiicii do rial ;igIcc iit class atid iiunlhcr 

with precediirg iroiiiis. 
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CI-IAPTER FOUR 

COMI’LEX NOUN IWMSE CONS‘I’HUCTIONS 

Essoiio (2000) defines (lie complex noun pliase as being a syntagnie 

with inultiple constituents. I n  the same light, Yusuf ( I  992 :9) defines 

coinplex noiiii phrases as being head noiins containing within their clusters, 

seiitential modifiers or coiijunctiolis. ‘fhese definitions underscore the idea 

that in sucli phrases there i s  an obligatory licad noiiti with niodiliers 

constituted by other nouns, dctenniners, modifiers or adjtincts. I n  tliis light, 

this chapter will be conceriicd Muien coinples n o i i n  plirasc c.atcgwics like 

serial noun phrase types, conjunctive noun phrase types, illustrative noun 
phrases and relative clauses. 

4.1 SERIAL NOUN PHRASE TYPES 

This gl-orip of noun phrase types lacks a link constituent like a 

conjunctioii. ‘l’liis group is constituted by a Iieatl nuun and at least ;i single 

nominal forin as its modifier or as its dctenniiici-s. Under this catcgoiy, we 

shall be liandling possessor noun phrases, reduplicated noun plirases, 

appositional notin phrases, attributive noun phrases, kinship noun phrases, 

compound noiiii phrases as well as colloquial noun phrases. 

4.1 . I  I’0SSI:SSOR NOUN P~IKASES 
Unlike in English in which possessive noniinal fonns take either the 

cliiic ‘s’ 01 tlic relator ‘of Mnieii head iioiins aic siniply justaposed to their 

constituents intlicatirig ownership or possession. I3clow arc sonie c.rnmples 

of juxtaposed nominals inakiiig up possessor noiiii phrase clusters. 
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N N 

5 m b y j  -x-iiin 

Agr mayor Wlllll 

‘The mayor of Wum’ 

N N 
5 IG n q m h  

Agr fou Mmeii 

‘The foil of Mmen’ 

N N 

5yUi ntb’ 

Agr woman fondom 

“Ihe foil’s wife’ 

Agr N Agr. N Agr 

5 f5 ts? f5 ki fi5 

chair female 

‘A lady’s chair’ 

Posscssor iioiiii plitascs as obscrvcd in the precctliiig cxanipics iiny hnvc a 

totial relator a i d  they agree in number and now class. Such noun plirases 

take the liiiear structure: 

NI’-- bN + N+ ... 
4.1.2 PARTIAL REDUPLICATED NOUN PHIIASES 

Mineii pa.rtial reduplicated iioi1.11 phrases have an obligatory head 

noun, whicli i s  partially reduplicated followed by another noui~(s) before a 
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modifier. Such noiiii phrases liave the structure NI’ --b N + N -+ (N) + 
(poss). The following examples illustrate reduplicated noini phrases. 

N N poss 

(63) a) V 2  vâ i n V6 

cliild child YOUr(Sg) 
‘ Your grandsoii/daugliter 

1)) N N N poss. 

v% v 3 n  nduma y6s&n? 

child child boy our 

‘ Our grand son’ 

c> N N N poss 

v;i v%n yui ,i.sCnh 

cliild cliild girl their 

‘Their grand dangltter’ 

In sricli pat Ii;iIIy i.cdriplicated IIOIIII plirascs, wlicii ‘cltiid’ is  rcpc;ihl in a 

syntactic coiistruction, the first fonn is clipped or sliorteried \viiile the 

following f h n  takes its full Toi-ni. It is wot-th inciitioning that no otlict. iioitii 

behaves as srich. 

4.1.3 API’OSIT‘IONAL NOUN PHIUSES 

An al:positional noiiii phrase consists of a liead notin and an 

apposition constituent. In Mnen appositional noiin phrases, the head 110~111 

comes first :tnd is followed by the apposition laking the linear stiricture : 

NP+N + (piel)) (Det.) + N + Pron. + N... 
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The following examples are sottie illusti-ations of appositiotial nowi plirnses 

N Pi-ep N Poss N 

iidum sd n'l vdm nidyjr 

hiisbatid to mother my mayoi- 

' My uncle, the mayor' 

N Det N. Pron. N 

5Trim6sd 3"1 'l 3ui 

Agr eightsAgr the it killer 

'AIDS, the killer disease' 

N N N N 
5yui pwh p6 qercy  

Agi wil'c I;itlicI coiiipouiitl M c i w  

' 7 lie wife of fatlicr, Mercy / fatliet ' 7  wife, Mercy 

N N QAd; 

5 I-6 dk6in h i 6  

Agi shoe hand long 

' A spade, a long - handled one' 

There i s  noitti class and number agreement w i t h  the appositiotinl nouii 

phrase strucliit e. 
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1.1.4 A’I’’I’I<lI%\J I’IVII N O U N  l’lll<ASliS 

An atti ilmtive noiiii plirasc consists oT a iiouii  liead constilucnt aid an 

allribrilive coitstiliiciil. Tlie atli ibritive now iii Mincii follows Ilic iii;iiii iioiiii, 

with the atti ibutive noun modifying the head noiin. The following examples 

are some illustrations of attributive now phrases. 

N prep N N 
(65) a) rid6 h ts8 s3m6n 

Iiorise for block ceinenl 

‘ A IN ick IIOIISC’ / il ccil\ciiI-l)lock IIOII.;C 

N N N 

b) 6 park m6tbr m& wlil5ni 

cryr pat-k motor Agr air 

‘ An aiipoit‘ \ 

N N 
c )  5 park Bfli6nS3 

a y r  park plane Agr. 

‘ An airport / a park for planes’ 

N N 

tl) lidt tS5lJ 

Itorise ‘chollg’ 

A house for ‘chong’ / a ‘chong’ house this term ‘Chong‘ as used 

above is a popular authoritative Minen dance group 
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'Hie slrtrclrit~c l i ) r  allribrilivc i i o i i i i  plirascs is NI '~-~~. - -bN -1- N -t(N). 'l'licrc is 

agreement iii nuinber and class between atti-ibdve adjectives a d  their 

preceditig head noiii1s. 

4.1.5 KlNSl IlP NOUN PHRASES 

Kinship phrases are phrases that people use to refer to their relatives 

or to address their relatives. Some kinship noriiinals in Mnien tale tioiin 

heads and oilier constituents having an accompanying notin when I cfei-riug 

LO certain ichtives. 'I'lie fdlowiiig arc exariiplcs illusli2ling K i i ~ s h p  no1111 

phrases i i i  tlic langoage. 

N Prep N POSS 

ndum I S 5  113 V k  

ll~lsl~~1lld lo Inolllcr yorlr 

'Your uncle' 

N N Poss 

VLi va I1 V5m 

Child child my 

grand son / daughter' 

N N N 

yi l i  pwk P6 

wi fe father colllpound 

' 1:atlier's wife / wife ortlie father of the conipound' 

N N N ross 

Va î n pw8 p6 V k  

' My 

Child father compound your 

' Your cousin / the child of your fatliei * 
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. . ,l.wl, . .  
Kinship tioiin plirascs have the linear structure NP +N +(prep) -+- N +(pass.)+ 

4.1.6 COMI'OIJND NOUN PHRASES 

Accordiiig to Peck (1999: 105) coinpound noiiii plirascs atc irsnally 

idiomatic combinations of nouns (or adjectives or verbs) whose ineaiiirig are 

ofken different froin the sums of the ineanings of the individual paits. Such 

noun phrases in Mmen consist of a head noun and at least another now 

within its modifiers. The followiiig examples illiislmte cases of conipound 

noun phrases i n  Minen. 

(67) a) N N Poss 

riih Pk v5m 

nio(llcr COlTlpotllld Illy 

' ' I ' l ~e  iiiotlier ol; my coniporiiicl / my wilc' 

b) N N Poss 

$1) w 5 Pk V 6  

father compound your 

' Yout husband / the father of your compound' 
c> N N  N Q Adj. Poss 

ci ti? v5 ndumh v5 Y5'5 v5m 

cliild inother Agr. inan Agr. big lily 

' My big brother / my elder brother' 
d) N N Q . Adj . Poss 

cliild inother Agr woniail Agr. sindl my 

Z i  nl v5 yiii va tkt2 v6m 

' My younger sister I my junior sister' 



The linear stiiicture for cotnpouiid noun phrases is N P  --+ N + N 
+(N) ~(I ’oss )  ‘l’licsc phrases cqaally share agrcctiiciil Tealures bctn ccii tlie 

liead iioitti atid iiiodifiers. 

4.1.7 COLLOQUIAL NOUN PHRASES 

Unlike in compound noitti phrases where a combination of lesis gives 

a literary ineaiiing differeiit or more tliaii the siiiiis of the individual pails, 

colloquial tioiiti plirases give n cotitextrial iiieniiiiig li-orn tlie coiiibiiiiitioii of 

tlic ii1tlivitlii:il words. A colloqiiial tioilti plii-asc. clus(cr Iiss two tliKcreiit 

meanings - the literary meaning and tlie contextual 01- intended meaniiig. In 

Mineti, colloqiiial tiouii plirases are coiiiiiioii iii ciiplieiiiislic i i t lcrniwx 01‘ 

phrases. ‘llie lollowiiig examples are some illiistratioiis of colloquinl iioiiti 

phrases iti bfi i iei i .  

(68) a) N Prep N 

rnisi mi3 ndt2 

tears of house 

‘Fainily secrets/ * tears of the honse’ or ditty lirieri. 7bis  tioilti 

phrase stciiis lroiii [lie proverb ’ don’t wash yoitr dirty lirieii in public‘ 

b) N Prep N N  
i Y h J  6 tu& kui 

spear for head bed 

‘ i ~ !dc  price (part)’ 

‘ bride price’ is knownas*’spear of the top of the bed . 

This is the category of bride price that goes to the bride’s brother given by 

the groom. 
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c )  N N prep N 

3 k u n  ii kviiij 

beans for whites 

' rice' 

d) N N Prep Q. Adj 

5 T6 5s8s 5 p8n5 

'I  Iiings anuses for shining 

' I lie bitter truth' * 'Tliiiigs of tlie sliiiiiiig aiirises'. 

Sricli colloquial iioiiii phrases also exhibit tlic complex iioiiii phrase 

N I (Prep) I N I ,.. 'l'lie niotlil'yinp. li.;r(otcs ; iycc iii  i irinilxr slt~icluic . NI' 

and class with the preceding head notins they inodifjr. 

4.2 CONJUNCTIVE NOUN PI-IRASE TYPES 
Conjiiiic(ive noun phrases consist of two or iiiore coiijuncti\e noniinal 

heads all linked by a conjunct. The cotijuncts link the nominal fonns 

together functioning as connectors. For easy analyses, thee main tJk7es of 

conjunctive noun phrases will be examiued: Coordiiiate noun phrases, 

alteniativc iioiiiiiial plirases and icplaeive 1ioiin p l i i  ascs. 

4.2.1 CO-OI<I>INATENOUN PHRASES 

Co-ordination Is a graininatical relationship, which two teiins share in 

a complex structure through the use of coordiiiatois Such 11otin pli~ase types 

consist of two or more nouns with one or iiiore co-ordinate element such as 

by 'and' 3.' with' k5s3 or ' in addition to ' s6 @'si in Mineii. Uclow are 

some exairiplcs illustratiiig coordinate nouii phrases. 
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(69) The ‘9 ” aiid’ conjunction. 

a> N Corij . N 

i i ~  OI ri 3 xusi 

I’Of and fire 

‘A pot arid h c ’  

b) N Coni. N 
5 trosi sa 3 J3l sa 

agr. lroiiscr Agr aiid shirt Agr 

I I O I ~ S C I S  and sliiiis’ 

c) N N Cord. N N 

5vAhi  n d u m j  5 van  yui 

agr cliild boy and cldd gill 

‘ A boy and a girl’ 

(70) The k5s3 ‘with’ conjunctive noun phrases have the linear stnictuue: 

N1+ N t (N)  + Conj. + N + (N). . . . 
nd3q k5s3 tJgGn1 

potato with banana 

‘ A  potato with a banana’ 

N Conj . N 
iyjGin k%s3 - d S i  

banana with fire 

‘Baiiaiia with fire’ 

N N Conj. N N N 
ndi. fan k5s3 ndt5 yui fan 

liorisc Toti with liousc wife fon 
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‘ The Ton’s house and the fon’s wife‘s house’ 

The s5 pA’ si ‘in addition’ coniwictivc now1 phi ase. This 

conjnnctioii I equires at least three tiow fonns linked by two con.jrinctions. 

The linear stiucture for such phrases is: 

NP N+ Coni -t N + Conj. + Prep + P 
U1)a) N Conj . N Coni Prep 

ndjq k5s3 iig6m si p;i’ si n3 

polah with banana, in adtli l ioii  to 

‘ A potato with a banana, in addition to a bag’ 

N Conj. N Conj. Prep N 

fitiiill 5 n i s i  si pii’ s i  113 mit 

pot and fire in addilioii to water 

‘ A pot and fire in addition to water‘ 

N Cor1j. N Coni. Prep 

5s3 k ri I 3 t p s  si p6’ s i  115 

SCllOOl and church in addition to 

‘A school and a church in addition to the field’ 

4.2.2 ALTERNATIVE NOUN PHRASES 

Altertiative nouii phrases accorditig to Peck (op sit) are conijmscd of 

two or niorc alternative noun heads separated by the coiijiuictions either.. .or, 

neither.. .nor etc. In Mnen such alteniative phrases have the forillitla 

Althtro -1 Alt noun head-t-All liiik+Alt iioini Iicad. ’Hie following ili-c soiiie 

examples illustrating alternative phrases. 
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(72) ‘l’lic ‘pi s C . .  . . ..5’ o r  citlici.. . . . . .or’ ;illcrn;iti\;c pliwscs 

N Akliiik N 
a) pis5 mbGn sS 5 kBsB 

either nails Agr or zinc 

‘eithci iinils or zinc’ 

N Alt.liiik N 

iliiwii sa - b) pis5 rjkii’ a 

eithei- trees or flowers 

‘ 1 3 t h  irccs or flowers’ 

(73) ‘l‘Jlc ‘iici[licr...l1or’ 6 viiin kii’Bni ...$’ altcmilive phrases 

Alt. Intro N Prep N Alt.liiil< N Prep N 

6vBiti kii’6ni ii kun i?i k f Q  $ W i n  3 lit-&] 

iicillicr beans lor white i i o i  Tuhi lor while 

‘ Ncillier rice nor bread’ 

neither pear Agr inango Agr nor guavas Agr 

‘Neilhcr pears, mangoes nor guavas’ 

1.2.3 l < l < l ) I  ,A( ‘IVIJ N O U N  PI IIIASl.iS 

The t eplacive noiin phrase substitutes one nominal entity for another. 

Siicli phrases are often used to deny a preceding assertion or to give 
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emphasis to the rcplacing entity. Mineti has ii vCi t s i  ...... iini )) for 

(( riot .... but )) and i lu ’ Si... ( in the place of) for ‘instead o r  aiid rather than’. 

The following examples illustrak the above stateiiiciits. 

(74) The ‘ % v i  t s i  ..... ani tt not ... but )) replacivc phrases. 

a) neg. N N 
ava t s i  mS lu’ Ani wriin 

not Agr bccr but wiiie 

‘Not beer but wine’ 

b) neg N N 

a va’tsi ilb6in 6ni Film 

not A@ fitru but ineat / animal 

’ N o t  frtfit but meat’ 

(75) The _ _  f lu ’  

phrases’ 

%... (in the place 00 ‘instead o r  or ‘rathcr tliaii ‘ noim 

N N 
a) m5lu’ j lU’  5 w a n  

bear in place of wine 

‘Deer instead of wine / beer rather tlirul wine’ 

b) N N 
J i m  ilcl’ a wGn 

meal in place of wiiie 

‘meat instead of wine / meal rather tliaii wine 



4.3 lLI.,1JS’IIIATIVE NOUN PHRASES 

Illusti~ative tiouti phrases are phrases conipiisitig a no~tti liead Idlowed 

by one ut- iiiore illustration(s). Sucli phrases are used to give details 

cxplattatioiis making SIII’C tliat tlic listener gcts tlic details oti tlic point of 

etnpltasis. Such nouti phrases fake !lie linear sti-ric,ture NP --+ N + (N) 
Illus + Conj. + N + N + Coiij. + N 

The following examples are sonie illustrations of illristrative noun phi-xes. 

(76ja)N N ILLUTRAT’ION Cotj. N N C0ti.i. N 

nd6 rjwa’l3 s5 h-3 s j  k3 ENS, I’olylecli 5 ENAM 

liousc book &.big Agr. like ENS. Polytech and ENAM 

‘Advance traiiiing scliools like ENS, Polytccli a.nd ENAM’ 

b) N Illustration Conj . N N Coiij. N 

t5nd5’ t‘i6 t5 p& ndemC1 k3 Cairierooii Gabon 5 Chad 

countriess tliat they not grow like caineroon, Gabon and Chad 

‘Third world countries like Cameroon, Gabon and Chad’ 

c> N illustration Conj .N N Conj. N 
t5 nd5’ t‘i6 t5 ndemC1 ka ^Japan Francc 5 Ainctica 

countties that they grow like Japan, France and America 

‘I)cvc:lopctl tiiilioiis like Jnpoa, I~IAIICC :it id America‘ 

llicre is iiuniber and class agreement between the head notiti atid its 

following illustrative modifiers. 

4.4 RF1,ATIVE CLAUSES 
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Relative clauses eqiially iiiake tip coiiiplcx iioiiiiiial constiiictioiis. l i i  

such plirascs. I I I C  iioniiiial expression is followed by a relalive pronotiti, 

wliicli in!rotlrrccs other iiiotlificrs of [lie lieatl i i o i i i i .  11, Miiicii, siicli claiiscs 

have the strricture N e  N + (N) + (I’oss) 4- rel. + V 4- (N) ... 
The following are some illustrative exainples of Mineii relalive clauses. 

(77M N Poss. Re1 V N  

vCin v5m V i  Ja w5n 

ctiilcl InY who wadi skin 

My cliild who is balliiiig 

N N Re1 V 

v a n  fci n vE 3tniil 

child lily who siiigiiig 

‘ The cliiefs child who is singing’ 

N Re1 V 

i kun v& m5 ree 
bed which me seeing 

‘The bed which I ain seeing’ 

N Re1 v 
fit&’ 3& m5 Et? 

Village wliicli ine seeing 

‘ The Village which I am seeing’ 

N Itel v 
3x311  a-2 m5 f$E 

childreii whom me seeing 

‘The cliildreu whom I am seeing’ 
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cliildreii whom me seeing 

'l'hose cltildren whom I am seeing.' 

In the above examples, we notice that the 1-elative clause consists of 

constituents like the head noun, the relative pronoun arid a verb. 

The relative pronoui always agrees wit11 the liead iioinl. 

4.5 S U M M A R Y  

We Iiavc seen that complex I I O ~ I I I  plirases cmi 1)e constituted by 

combining or collocating other nominal forms, as well as modifies, with the 

head noun. 'l'liis collocation must respect the languages syntactic structure. 

Word combination in order to form nieaningfiil phrases constituted by 

detenniners, prepositions aid modifiers etc. For coiijimctive noun phrases, 

conjunctions iiorlnally link the noinitial forins togetlicr. 

Agreement features involved in the detenniners or niodifiers are deteiiiiined 

by the n u n i l w  and class of the preceding head tioiiiis. For relative clauses, 

-*rclativc p l O l l ~ J l l l l S  (lo agree wifh flrc precctiing Iiciitl no~iiis in nninbcr ; i i d  

class. 
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CI lAID’lXl< I W I C  

CONCLUSION 
‘lliis clqiter siiiiiinarises our key findings on this stody nr~d cqirally 

presents soinc suggestions for further research on this language. 

5.1 SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 

Within the framework of making a step furtlier in describing African 

langriagcs, we set out in this study to describe thc nonn phrase in Miiieu, one 

of flic GI;tssl~eld IJaiilu laligriages spoken i n  tlic Norlli West I’ro\.iiicc of  

Cameroon. Iri this study we tried to bring out tlie relational pattenis wliich 

exist in no~m phrase coiistitueiits as well as providing an account on the 

forin of ilic Mmen noun phrase.. Using the sti-uc.turalist biparanietric 

descriptive model provided by Case Gramniar, the dinerent iioiiiinal 

constituents anti stnictures were identified coniiilg out with the following 

findings. 

Tlie simplest Minen noiiii phrase is constituted by a single nouii in 
imperative phase structures. 

An uiin~odilicd Mincn hcad noun can appcar cilltcr at tlic sub-icct 

position, or tlie object position of  silrlple sentences. 

Modilied Mlnen noun phrases possess either modifiers or other noiins 

following or preceding the head noun . I n    no st Mnien 1loui1 phrases, the 

head noun appcars at the initial phrase position. A 1-everse in  such n stnictiue 

produce (in most cases) meaningless phrases. The only exception to this nile 

concerns nriirieral Ihrases involving 3 kGmti3 the second and 5 11q3’s$ .. tlie 

last ordinal nriineral where tlie nurneral adjective precedes the head iioun. 
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As concerns nominal forins, noun bases conibine with affixes forming 

meaningful nouns. Besides this, other processes of nominal lexicon 

formation exist like borrowing, derivation, conipwnding, rednplication and 

clipping. Globally, speakers of Minen range From those shying away fro111 

the langiiage through those who mix Mnen arbitrarily with Englisli to the 

real conservatives who are quite close to the language. 

5.2 SUI;(; ISS’IIONS I ~ O R  1wicriiEit K E S ~ S / ~ R C I I .  

111 tlnr study, we have provided a dcsci$ion or the Mincn noun 

pluase types and structural pattern giving a linguistic account on tlie 

processes o f  obtaining the noun in Minen. Through this study, we don’t 

claim to have exhausted the syntactic aspect of Mlnen .It will bc a great 

achievement to linguistic research if furtlier studies can be carried out in 

tlie following domains. 

Concerning the domain of syntax, a generative approach could be 

used to study the Mmen sentence, using this study as a stepping stone and 

coining oul with (lie internal structiue or sculenccs in tlie language. 

Equally, morphological studies could be cai ried out either at the level 

of the noun or the verb. 

Finally, a lexico-semantic study could equally be done in tlie laiiguagc. 
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KEY INFORMANTS 

PROFESSlON and base 1 ~ ~ n c c  of origin 

Meh Joseph Student, University of Yaounde I 1 iiiineii 
~ . - .-~-..j-I .. 

b h e w  Akaiii Midi 26 Studelit, ENS Yaounde 

Mrs Ngain CotnTorl. ill Mincn 
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APPENDIX : INFORMANT’S QIJESI‘IONNAIRE 

Sorioliiiguistic Qiicstionnaire oil tlic llsagc of laiigosgc(s). 

1) INS’IHUC’I’IONS : Fill in, tick or cross where necessary. 

Name :. ...................................... Sex.. Approx :Age.. ..... ............. 
Profession. ....................... Place/Institution ................................ 

Place of origin ..................................................................... 

2) I k t  (imtioiid I;iiiguagc). ...................................... Otliors 

(1). .(2). (3). .(4). ................ .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............ 

(3) Do you speak : 

Mincii [I] Koln 0 Eng 0 Uriii~ 0 Agliciii 

(4) Do you Uiidel-staild : Mnen 0 Korn c] E I I ~  0 
Otliers (name them) ............................................................... 

131im 0 Aghem 0 
Others. ................................ 

(5) Rank the above langtiages according to your frcclueucy of usage of each. 

(1) (iv) 

( i i )  (4 
(iii) (vi) 

(6) Give some words cominoti or siinilar in Mmen and it1 any of these 

languages. 


