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CHAPTER ONE

1.0. INTRODUCTION

This chapter introduces the reader to the noun class
system of Mmen. The chapter essentially focuses on the objecti-
ves of this study, the field work and methodology and analyti-
cal methods as well as the geo-histo iéaf/situation of Mmen.
‘The genetic classification of Mmen is also presented to enable
the reader acquaint himself with the family and group of langua-
ges to which Mmen belongs,

1.1. OBJECTIVES AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY,

The aim of this research endeavour is to attempt a
detailed analysis of the noun class sysfem of Mmen. Discussions
wil centre first on the various noun classes and their TESPEC-
tive prefix markers. Secondly, the singular-plural relationship
(gender) between different classes will be discussed. Lastly,
the concord system, which involves the agreement between noun
class and other grammatical categories like adjectives, deter-
miners, numerals, etc will be treated. The importance of this
research lies in the fact that the product will hopefully:

i) Provide data ‘for designing primers to be wused in teaching
and learning the Mmen language,

ii1) Lay a foundation for an effective study of the syntax of the
noun phrase in Mmen, and

iii) Add more to general linguistic knowledge by contributing

to the process of describing,cameroonian languages. If these
goals areattained it is’ hoped, the process of describing and
standardising Camergonian languages will be sped up.

1.2. GEO-HISTORICAL SITUATION.

Mmen is spoken in Wum Central sub-division in Menchum




Division by the people of Mmen or Bafmeng. Mmen is located to
the south east of Wum central sub-division on the road to Fun-
dong (capital of Fundong sub-division) in Boyo Division. Dialects

of Mmen include Cha?, Nyds, Kuk and Kung.

According to Agha Grace (1987), Mmen has a population
of sbout sixty thousand inhabitants. Like the rest of the region
of the North West province, Mmen has farming as 1ts principal
occupation. The people of main carry out principally subsistence
agriculture, cultivating crops like cocoyams, bananas, malze
etc. Their sole cash crop is coffee and it is not even produced
in large quantities. With the infiltration of muslims into the
area, part of the male population has embarked on cattle rearing.

Apart from farming, the economy of Mmen has also seen
the great influence of inter-tribal trade. The people of Mmen.
trade with their neighbours like Weh, Wum, Kom, Bum etc mostly
in foodstuff especially maize and groudnuts which are abundant
in the area. The people of Mmen sell a significant proportion
of their crops to the muslims who prefer looklng after cattle
to working on the farm. The 1991 land confrontation between
the two groups of peopleihave caused the hither-to intimate re-
lations between the muslims and the people of Mmen to dwindle

considerably.

The speakers of Mmen are usually referred to as Mmen
or Bafmeng. However, they seem tolﬁfefer Mmen to Bafmeng. Accor-
ding to information gathered on the field, when the Germans
first arrived Mmen before the FiTStIWOTId War they brought
aleng Bali people who served as interpreters. The Bali people
referred to Mmen as "Bafmeng'. “Ba" in Bali probably means 'peo-
ple" and "Bafmeng' theretore means "people of Mmen". If this
‘information is true, then it could be concluded that the Bali
vacabulary played a vital role in modifiying the name of this
region. On the field, many people expressed the wish to go back




to their original name- "Mmen". This wish owes much to the his-
torical and cultural attachment that the people have to the name

"Mmen'.

Mmen owes its origin to the historical movement that
brought them to their present site. To¢ them, "Mmen'" comes from
the word "Mweng" which means "to wade ones way through grass'.
This explains how the people came to settle on the present site;
the place was complete bush and they had to wade their way through »
this bush. In the course of this movement, they first settled |
in Tsute in Mbonge rear Nyos. From here they moved to Nde-te,
then to Nde-wum and finally to Mweng. .g

According to Nkwi (1982), Mmen falls among the patri-

groups where succession is through uterine lines, that is, a
person 1s succeeded at death by a bleood brother or a sister's son. .
P According to him, Mmen which falls under the chap group, came '
to the present site as a result of the same migration movements
that brought Kom, Isu and Bafut to their present site. All

neighbouring tribes and villages of Mmen are believed to have

immigrated from somewhere, ‘ i

1.3. MMEN_AND HER NEIGHBOURS. ‘ !

Mwen is bounded to the north by Bum, to the south
by Kom and Babanki and to the north east by Oku and Aghem. A i
lot of cultural and linguistic similarities exist between Mmen i
and her neighbours. Culturally, the similarities have come as |
a result of ancient inter-~tribal wars, trade and even marria-
ges that have led to people moving intc other tribes eilther as
slaves captured in wars or just to satisfy the wish‘to marry out-
side one's tribe. Linguistically, the Mmen language and her neigh-
bours share some degree 6f mutual intelligibility. This is espe-
cially the case with Kom, Bum and Aghem. In the case of Kom and
Mmen for instanﬁe, it was realised that this similarity is very
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pronounced at the

low show:

Ex.1 Mmem

1 S£3ka’?
2 5f3in

3 ndz a9
4 Jftam
5 SE3tdmd 7
6 jgwé?li
7 -jgﬁin
§ ]/E:é !

9 mmd 1
10 mmo

11 Ad>.
12 nd>9
13 pm
14 sdm

15 tim

level of lexical items as these examples be-

Kom
ff£+ka
“£3in
13 \
ndza
19527
+f+tam
£f+tamu?
ggwé?lf
TN
7g>in
s
e
mul

”~
mu
P
nd)j

\
ﬁd?j
bsm

-
sant

”
tum

" Gloss

Ttree!
'kang'

'song'

Mfruit!

‘cat!
'book!
‘girl!
'trouble’
'sivelling'
'‘water'
'horn'
'potato.’
'build'
'transfer’

'send’?

[.4, THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOQGY.

1.4.1.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK.

In the treatment of the data collected for this work,

the structural approach of data analysis was employed. In this .

respect, the researcher was interested in finding out the va-

rious sound components that combine to form words. Consequen-

. tly, words were broken up into morphemes (i.e. stems and affi-

x¢s). With the words broken up into stems and affixes, these
two levels were examined and the relationship between them
explained. Commenting on the analysis of_words, Nida (1949 p.382)
notes that: "Morphemes are obtained by the comparison of diffe-

rent forms."
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. were collocated with the headnoun in order to determine the con-

Where explanation to phonological phenomena were
necessary, the generative approach was applied. This approach
has the advantage that, it does not only explain the changes
that occur in a word but also draws significant linguistic gene-
ralisations by providing rules that capture the changes that
occur in the sounds and words of a langudge.

1.4.2. METHODOLOGY.

To obtain data for this project, the "Ibadan Word
List of 400 Basic items'" containing 249 nouns was used. However,
owing to research imperatives, this list was modified such that
in all, a total of 400 nouns was obtained. The data elicitation
procedure consisted in elicitating direct translational equiva-
lents in Mmen on the list. The list also contained other lexical

categories such as verbs, adjectives, demonstratives etc that

cord system. 3

Language helpers contacted here in Yaounde were all
natives of Mmen who had spent most of their 1life in Mmen. The
old and young as well as the educated and uneducated were con-
tacted for data elicitation. The main informant Ndong Gabriel,
aged 23 was at the time of this research resident in Yaounde.

His mastery of English and a slight knowledge of Kom, the resear-
cher's mother tongue, was of great advantage. '

The main medium of communication on the field was
English since it was the code shared by researcher and infor-
mants., At times, however , it became very imperative to use Pi-
dgin English especially when the informant was not very litera-
te.

In analysing the data collected, the Kadima (1969 p.82)
crlterla of noun classification was exp101ted He holds that

the existence of classes can be determined by considering con-
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cord, form of the prefix and gender

" Tnois ELéments sont pris en comsddération Lod pour
déterminen £'existence d'une classe: 1° S'4L y a une
différence dans Lewrs acconds, 2° Si, en cas d'iden-
tite d'acconds, Lewrs ps et appariements sont sdmul-
fanément distincts. En d'awtre ferwmes, deux classes
n'en fomument qu'une 54 Leuns acconds sont {dentiques,
saug Lonsque Leurns ps et Lewrs appariements sond dig-
ferents."

In analysing the data for this work, sometimes it
became necessary to look at the semantic content of words., But

it must be noted here that semantic content used to be a major

criterion for determining class but today it is no more a major

. criterion since it is now common to find nouns with different

semantic contents in the same class.

1.5. GENETIC CLASSIFICATION,

Mmen is a Grassfield Bantu language belonging to the
Niger-Kordofanian family. Under the Grassfield Bantu languages,
Mmen belongs to the Western Grassfield and particularly to the
Ring group that covers areas of Bui, Mezam, Dongo-Mantung and
Menchum Divisions. The Ring group is itself further divided
into west, centre, east and south languages. In this further
distribution, Mmen belongs to the centre languages.

In his classification of the Niger-Kordofanian lan-
guages, Grimes (1984) classifies the Ring group under the Bantu
family as follows



Niger - Kordofanian

Niger Congo

Benue Congo
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n Fig.1l

Meanwhile, Atlas Linguistique du Cameroun, classifies the Ring

languages under Grassfield Bantu: a sub-group of Bantu as follows:
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The classification of Atlas Linguistique du Cameroun is pre-

ferable because it gives more detailed information about the

Ring group as the diagram below illustrates
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1.6. CUTLINE OF WORK.

This projECt is divided into six chapters;The intro-
ductory chapter presents the objectives and significance. of
this research endeavour, the geo-historical situation of Mmen,
genetic classification and scope and methodology. The chapter
ends with an outline of <the entire work.

Chapter two treats the sound system of Mmen. This is
an attempt by the researcher to review the related literature
of Mmen. In this connection, consonants, vowels, tones and sylla-

be structure of words have been reviewed.

Chapter three deals with the noun prefixes of Mmen. _
' In this chapter the researcher attempts to discuss in detail the ;

prefixes of the varlous classes.

Chapter four is concerned with the concord system. This
chapter highlights the elements that mark agreement between the
headnoun and its satellites such as numerals, possessives, demons-
tratives, adjectives etc. Chapter five examines gender and se-
méntic content of Mmen nouns. Here each class has been further di-
vided into groups of nouns that have the same semantic content.
Chapter six which is the last, is the conclusion. It is a gene-
ral summary of what has‘been treated in this project. The results 4
of this research and-suggestions for further research are also

presented in this chapter.
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CHAPTER TWO : THE SOUND SYSTEM OF MMEN,

2.0. INTRODUCTION,

This chapter reviews the sound system of Mmen. Infact,
phonology does not constitute a major topic of discussion in
this work. The chapter is only intended to acquaint the reader
with the phonological aspects to be éncountered in the course
of this work., In this respect, particular attention will be paid
only to a review of consonants, vewels, tones and syllable struc-

ture of words.

2.1. SOUND SYSTEM OF MMEN,

The sound system of Mmen consists of 27 consondnts,
9 vowels as opposed to 48 consonants .and 8 vowels according to
Agha {1987 p.33,58) and five tones. This section will be devo-
ted to a review of these segments and any new findings will be
indicated.

r

2.1.1. CONSONANTS,

As mentioned above, Mmen has a total of 27 consonants
as exemplified below

Ex: 1

Phoneme (IPA} Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss

1 p p Spu’ 'dog

2 b b St3bi1é 'pain’

3 by bv . bvadf - task’

4 pf pf 5bf$ ' a *fainting fit'
5 f £ ) {ed '‘medicines’

6 v v oo Svain ~ ‘child’

7 ’ Jn57 ' 'one'
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§ n n fd37 'horn!
9 t t PO 'intelligence'
10 d d ndam 'vagina'
11 s S f%;Qné ‘happiness'
12 z 2 i%ijsé R 'sugar-cane'
151 1 isyal-12 'insult'
14 ts ts Stsam 'drum!’
15 dz dz “{ndz{s 'knee'!
16 S sh(d) & sa 'soap!
17 h(fj 3¥§'§ 'god'
18—38 ‘fh(GJ”‘ ftég 'mouth'
19 QS 3 ' HQ553 'song'
20 Ny (o) J}ém 'animal’
21 9 j .jF%m 'week'
22 K K akas '‘zing!
23 g g ébgént$~' ' chest!
h 24 % gh a'fa’a'ém 'mat!

g“ 25y y jffyéléf 'earring’
20 w W fwég ‘grass'
27 7 ? t3? ‘quarter'

The voiceless velar fricative / X Jfound in Agha's list
of consonants was not attested in -the data collected for this
work. Agha has it 1in one word only éfkﬂg;7 meaning people. In
this work, the voiced velar fricative /¥ _7 was found in the
place of L-X_7 in ﬁ§¥§_7 meaning ‘people'. The occurence of /X /
instead of / X / in Lé?#¥;7 is justifiable because}gs a common
phenomenon for sounds to be strengthened intervocalically, In
addition, LE{_] is widely attested in Mmen as the examples below
illustrate
Ex: 2.
1 3y ~ 'people

2 3Eyam 'mat!

3 ggjan ‘children'




2.1.2. CONSONANT MODIFICATION.

assimilation.

“feature of highness /+ high/, is superimposed
sonant. This superimposition only takes place
! of high vowels as-seen in the examples below:

‘Ji) Palatalization; Sometimes in Mmen, it happens that the vowel

Iy
S 7 rd .
4 2 s aj tvein'
s A .
5. iye? *jealousy'
6 axXa 'facces'
- -~ o
7 a’faja_f) k>7 'chameleon®
o
Below is a chart contailning Mmign consonants.
Place of Art Labio- Labic
Biiabial Alveclar| Pre-Palat ' -

Manner of Art Dental alatal|. Palatal| Velar | Glottal velar

VL P N ?

L X

Oral Stop

vD b d g

Nasal m n _]—’- j

VL £ 3 Uf
Fricative

w i : J )]

VL Pf ts ffﬁ
Affricate

v bv dz fj
Lateral 1

Fig.4.

Few cases of consonant modification exist in Mmen. Thése
are palatalization, labialization, aspiration and homorganic nasal

on a preceding con-

in the_environments
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Ex: 3, Phoneme Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss
1 kY kY kYé ifﬁ 'chin'
A
sY sY {syuf-13 ' "insult!
3 t Y chY o tfyayd 'sign’

This process can be represented by the following rule.

-
PR 1 : C ———> CY /=~ / + high/

ii) Labialization: It happens too, that the vowel quality of
lip-rounding / + round/ can be superimposed on a consonant in

-~

the environment of - high vowels eg.

Ex.4. Phoneme Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss
1 tw Ctw {twas _ 'spoons
2 kw kw {kwim 'crabs'
3 gw | gw ‘jgwéﬁ 'seed!
4 1w 1w flwéjhi 'palm fronds’

The labialization process can be captured by the following rule.

PR2 € ——> %/ -7 -n¥gnJ

iii) Aspiration: This is a process by which the consonant fea-
ture of fricative constriction at the glottis /+ asp/is superim-
posed on a consonant at morpheme boundary as indicated by the

examples below

Ex. 5. Pheneme Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss
1 ph ph 5bh§b *compound’
2 ph ph Spha *futher'
3 kh ‘ kh §khij 'boundarysten’
- A
4 kh - kh . 3khaghs "fly*

This process is captured by the following rule

fcC
PR 3 / _voice .
// voice /Z'"___"_> L+ asp_7 -

-cont
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iv) Homorganic nasal assimilation: In this process, a nasal
consonant /N7 takes up the features of the following oral con-
sonant. It must be noted here that although syllabic nasals are
attested in classes 6, 6a and 9, this assimilation process is

" only attested with class 9 nouns as illustrated below

Ex. 6.

1 /N+mal/ -> L"%mﬁl_? 'swelliﬁg“
2 /N+bélé/ -> / fbe1g] ‘caterpillar’
3 /N+d3g / ->  /T£d397 *horn'

4 /N+d53 / -> i'ﬁdﬁgj "potato’

5 /N+dzag/ -> ["ndzag ] "song'

6 /N+§5%7 -> L"ndz§3#7 ‘intestine'
7 /N+q5§b/ - L-ﬁqu 'moon'

8 /N+gam/ -> L_'gamf "week!

9 /N+gwd?/ -> [Agwa?] ‘seed’
10 /N+g3in/ -> 4gg5ig7 Tgirl!

This assimilation procéss can be captured by the rule.

R[5 mesl———>(F8L [ 1 f e

cor__
2.1.3. VOWELS,

Mmen has 3 front, 3 central and 3 back vowels. The
front vowels are high, mid-high and mid-low; the central are
high, mid-high and low while the back ones are high, mid-high
and mid-low. The 9 vowels are exemplified in the data below.

Ex. 7. Vowel Mmen Example Gloss
! 1 m - Yij ‘breast-milk’ :
2 € St3neé - thoil'{noun) %
< P " :
) € 1t e _ ‘cutlass
4 a  dkwala - ~ tprostitute’

2] S

-
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5 3 3£311 'star’
6 u Zkim tjuju?'
7 + fidz%s 'knee'
8 0 _ {iwo ‘bridge’
9 >, ﬁdj%] 'horn'

In Agha's (1987) list of vowel the central high vo-
wels /+ /is conspicuesly absent. From the data collected for
this work, the impression got is that,she'must have replaced
/ +_] with the central mid-high vowel /3 7. But as. the examples
below illustrate, the two vowels are distinct phonemes.

Ex. 8.
Example Gloss
i gxom ‘crab’
2 Fx*m 'windingsheet'
3. fba( "pit!
4 ap+ 'camwood'
5 A1+ 'wine'
6 113 ' 'foam!

From the above exemplifjcation, one realises that the occurence
of / 7+ ] and /3 / is contrastive, thus resulting in a change in
meaning. The conclusion therefore is that they are two different

sounds.

These 9 vowels can be repcesented in a chart as follows:

FRONT CENTRAL BACK
' HIGH i + u
MID-HIGH| e 3 o

MID-LOW £ | | T i

v | a 5

e e s .

T R g o Rt TSl
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2.1.4. TONES.

Tone is an important aspect of language study, espa-
cially Bantu languages. According to Wiesemann, Ursula et al
(1983 p.85) tone is defined as follows!

"o ton est La hautewr relative de £a vodx
pendunt L'exéoulion d'un son. D'oll L'emplod:
du Zemwme "muwsical” poun Le déteaminer”’.

from this observation, it is clear that tone deals with musical
height. This musical height marks lexical opposition i.e; it

helps in drawing distinctions between words. This view is again
shared by Wiesemann, Ursula et al (1883, p.90} in the following

words
"Sun fe plan Lexical, le ton participe & La
sdgnification d'un mot du galt qu'il entretient
une opposition sdgndficative avec fes autnes
mots du Lexique de La fangue.”

This opposition is illustrated below in the following examples

Ex.9. Example zglgii A
1 ndam ‘ll *vagina'
2 fddm | iroad'
3 sy "horn'
4 ﬁd?j 'potato "
5 .ﬁé5%b 'moon'

b nissl) "beer?

Mmen manifests five tones, three level and two.con-
tour. The level tones are high /»~_/, mid /—7, and low /N7
while the contour tones comprise rising /> / and falling /A7.

'The five tones are exemplified below :




Ig - 20 -
o “Ex. 10. |
- - Tone - | Feature Mmen Example Gloss
1 /77 High (H) Spd 'dog!' :
_ 2 /=7 Mid (M) AdE 'house"' f
AN Low (L) gan ‘week! ;
4 /T Rising (R) ﬁ§5§ tintestine’ !
5 /A Falling (F)  St3ka 'tree!

According to analysis drawn from data used for this
work, high and low tones have a very high frequency of occurence
as opposed to mid, falling and rising tones which have a relati-

vely low frequency of occurence.

2.1.5. SYLLABLE STRUCTURE.

!q . An examination of the syllable structure of words in
- Mmen is essential as it will facilitate the breaking up of words
into affixes and roots. .This 1is particularly important in the
study of the noun morphoiogy, According to Wiesemann, Ursula et
al (1983 p.64), the following criteria can be used in defining

a syllable

2 On peul déginin Lo syllable dans une Langue par
Le noyau (qui peul Eine une voyelle ou une consonne
syflublique);

' : ~ On peus La déginin par e ton qu'elle ponte;
- On peut La déginin pur La durde d'émission de La

séquence de son.”

From the above it follows that the‘nucleus‘of a syllable is not
only restricted to a vowel but also to syllabic nasals as well.
In Mmen, syllabic nasals are attested in classes 6, 6a and 9.

in these classes, the syllabic nasals function as nominal pre-
fixes. Syllables are not only contained in the roots of words

£y
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but also affixes.

The commonest structure of a syllable consists of a
consonant and a vowel (CV). This view is shared by Malberg
(1963 p. 129) 1in the following quotation 3

"A syllable consisting of a consonant plus
vowel represents the most primitive, and without
doubt histonically ithe cldest, cg «ll syllable
types, the only one which is general in all Lan-
guages.” '

Because the CV syllable type 1s general in all languages, whene-
ver the syllable takes a structure other than this, problems
arise in the exact determination of syllable boundaries. Spea-
king on this issue, Hyman (1975 p.188) says

" Whenevenr Languages have syllable Zypes oiher
than CV, complications arnise in ithe exact deter-
mination of -syllabfe boundaries."”
In Mmen, roots are usually of CV or CVC structure
while affixes are V, C, VCV as illustrated below.

Ex. 11,
Word Root Affix  Root Structure Affix:truc- Gloss
ture,
1 5%5 £4 i - cv c "medecines’
2 Fpu pU 3- cv v 'clog'
3 {8 £ i- cv v 'medecine’
4 Fssnde dE S5 - cv vev 'houses'
5 SfStam  tim 3£5 - cve - vev 'fruit'
6 ﬁd§j dsb 4— cve | C 'horn'
7 ﬁgﬁm gam - cve c 'week'
8 dkudin kim - cve v "juju’'
9 S%Jhdij dﬁj 3sd - cve . vey 'horns'
=]
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As seen from the above data, some plurals.are formed
by a pre-prefix type of affixation. This means that the plural
affix of some nouns (eg numbers 4 end 9) 1is attached to the
singular morphéme marker which is a syllabic nasal. Pluraliza-
tion by this type of affixation is found with class 10 nouns

(see chapter 3, section 3.Z.11.

; "The above data reveals that a syllable in Mmen can
gither be open or closed. Open syllables end in a vowel while
closed ones end 1n a consonant. This'position is affirmed by
Hyman (1975 p.188) when he notes

" An open sybiable ends in a vowel, while a
closed syfiuble (s "checked” on "arnested" by

a consonant”.

Presented below is an illustration of open and closed syllables.

Ex. 12.
Open Gloss Ciosed Gloss
1 med ‘medicines' g fd3y "horn'
2 pd 'dog'! 10 ﬁd%j 'potatos'
3 {rd *medicine’ 11 jgém 'week'
4 Spha 'father' 12 dkim Yjuju!
5 ﬁ%éﬁf 'intestine' 13 ékhij 'boundary stem’
6 Jtd ‘head' 14 Fkim 'thousand’
7 Liwald ‘prostitute” 15 {f3m "brain'

8 'awu3 'verson' 16 flij bamboo!

b n i seasin ey 1
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2.2. GENERAL REMARKS.

In this chapter, the sound system of Mmen has been
reviewed. Special attention was paid to the identification of
consonants, vowels, tones and syllable structure.

Attempts were made to dlStlﬂgUlSh between the vioce-
less velar fricative / X/ and its voiced counterpart /Zf /.
was concluded that / X 715 not attested in Mmen, that it is ins-
tead. _1T'7that is attested. The researcher was pushed on to draw
this conclusion by the realisation that /Zr / is widely attested
in Mmen, while / X_7 found by Agha, (1987 p. 38,58), is attested
in one word only. fFurthermore, even 1in this lone word éikyé?,
is seen that / X_/to be voiced since it is a common phenomenon
for sounds to be strengthened intervocally. The failure of / X /
to be strengthened makes the existence of / X /in this position
highly questionable. However, this researcher concluded that / X/
does not exist in Mmen. ;

Discussions in this chapter also centered on consonant
modification and four oustanding modifications, palatalization,
labialization, aspiration and homorganic nasal assimilation were
identified. Homorganic nasal assimilation was discovered to be

attested only with nouns of class 9.

As regards voWels, the central high vowel / + ] absent
in Agha's (1987) list of vowels was found to be attested in the
data used for this work. Discussions here focused on the fact
that Agha might have mistaken /*_] for the central mid-high vo-
wels /3 / because in words in which /37 is attested Agha used
but-L-+_7. However, a tentative conclﬁsion was arrived at; that
/"+ ] and /3 Jare contrastive and are thus two separate phonemes.

This conclusion was drawn after an examination of the occurences
of / 7+ ] and /3] as 111ustrated in section 2.1.3. (Ex.7) of
this chapter,




The syllable structure of Mmen words was also discussed.

The discussions here centered on the syllable structure of affixes

and roots. The structure of roots was seen to be either CV or
CVC which makes it quite simple as opposed to that of the affix
which is C: V; and VCV. The syllable was seen to be attested
net only in vowels but also in syllabic nasals. Lastly mention

was made of open and closed syllabic types.




CHAPTER THREE: NOQUN CLASS PREFIXES OF MMEN,

3.0. INTRODUCTION.

This chapter treats the noun class prefixes of Mmen,

However, before proceeding to this, it is important to indicate
what 1s meant by a Bantu language as this will certainly throw
light on the discussions that follow. Guthrie(1948 p.11) postu-
lates the following criteria to be used in identifiying langua-

——

ges as Bantu.

" A. Principal Criteria.

1) A system of grammatical genders, usually at least five, with
these features

a) The sign of gender is a prefix, by means of which words may
be assorted into a numbef of classes varying roughly from ten

Lo twenty.

b) There is a regular association of pairs of classes to indi-
" cate the singular and plural of the genders. In addition to

these two-class genders, there are also one-class genders where

the prefix is sometimes similar to one of the blural prefixes.

' ¢} When a word has an independent prefix as the sign of 1ts
class any other word which is subordinate to it has to agree

with it as to class by means of a dependent prefix.

d) There is no correlation of the gender with sex reference or

with any other clearly defined idea.

2) A vocabulary, part of which can be related by fixed rules
to a set of hypothetical common roots.

B. Subsidiary Criteria.

3) A set of invariable cores, or radicals, from which almost
all words are formed by an agglutinative process, these radicals
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~4) A balanced vowel system in the radicals, cousisting of one

having the following features :

a) They are composed of consonant-vowel-consonant.

b) When a grammutical suffix is attached to the radical there
is formed a 'base' on which words identifiable.as 'verbals'
are built. ‘

c) When a non-grammatical, or lexical suffix is attached to
the radical there is formed a 'stem' on which words identifia-
ble as nominals are built. When a nominal belongs to a two-class
gender the sounds and tones of the stem are the same in both
classes.,

d) A radical may be extended by an element found between it
and the suffix. Such elements, termed 'extentions’ are compo-
sed e€ither of vowel-consonant or of a single vowel,

e) The only case of a radical occuring without a prefix of any

Kind occurs in verbals used as interjections.

open vowel 'a' with an equal number of ‘back and front vowels'.

It is noteworthy to say here -that the term subsidiary
as used above does not imply that the criteria are less impor-

tant than others but rather that the criteria are less easy

to apply.

Like in all Bantu languages, Mmen nouns can be grou-
ped into various classes established on the basis of set crite-
ria. Noun prefixes constitute one of these criteria for grouping

nouns into classes as suggested by Welmers (1973:p.159):

", .. there ane many fanguayes and ghoups

04 Languages im which affixes with noun siems
constifute a muforn crhiternion fon dividing nouns

into o numbern of koun classes which d£ﬁﬁzn ghom

cach piher in a variety of granmatical conmstructions”.




The number of noun classes vary from language to language. This

o is the position held by Wiesemann et al (1984 p-57) when they
say ;
. "Dos nombreuses Langues et plus particulibrement
-y

Les Langues uyricatnes de La gumiile Niger-Congo
hepunidissend Lews noms en clisses dont Le nombre
varie sefon La Langue.”

-Commenting on noun classes, Alexandre.P. (1967-p.52 ) says

"les clusses sont... Les catégonies grammaiicales,
des schimes d'uccord meiqués en baniou au moyen

de prégixes caracténisitiques. Le chodix des schimes
dlaccond o'est-d-dire celud des prégixes caructéris-
Liques des mois accordés, esit commandé par Le nom de

classes nominales,” :

: What stands out clear from this definition is that a class has
as characteristics noun prefixes and concord. However, in this !
work, the treatment of noun class will also take gender into H
consideration. Another trait of noun classes is semantic con-

tent. The nouns of a given class (or gender} at times show

semantic correlation although it is common to find nouns of
all kinds of semantic origin in the same class. As cqﬁerns
Bantu languages, only classes one and two have been known to
maintain considerable consistency in terms of semantic content

(they are mostly kinship nouns). Generally in African languages,
nouns with the following semantic content tend to belong to the

same class.

1 abstract
ii  diminutive | - , é
iii derived forms

iv  gugmentative

v infinite location in Bantu languages

-

vi liquids.
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3.1. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING NOUN CLASSES.

Neuns in Mmen have been identified to beionﬁ to 13
S-=Zz7=nt classes with seven gender distinctions. Distinctions
-~ classes are made on the following bases.

i

::-  txzuns and theilr concordial elements

i Zzmantic content (to a lesser extent).

LI I PR T

nese criteria and with reference to Proto-ring prefixes,

|
\
th

-2lowing classes have been established : 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
, 9, 10, 13 and 19.

[}
b
+
-

3.2, NOUN PREFIXES.

A

In this section, the noun prefixes of Mmen will be
Siszuzssed. This discussion will include identifying various
nour. srefixes and relating then to those of proto-ring as re-
ccnstructed by Hyman (1980). |

'The 13 different classes identified are
3 .
3.2.1. (Class 1.

The prefix of this class has three alternants / é{* /,
/3w-/ and /[Sv-/ eg.

Ex. 13.
13- pha "father'
2 §ﬁ~u5 : ‘person’




-7

op. - 29 -
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. 5& quSha 'builder'
4 sv-atn 'child!'
Sv-dkd 'orphan'

The basic prefix here séems to be /3-/which is realised as /3-/

before consonants,

J/éh-/ before rounded vqwels and

/év-/ before unrounded vowels,

The postulation of /3-/ as the basic prefix is moti-
vated by the fact that the class 2 prefix 45591/ which is the
plural of class 1 maintains this initial /5-/. Moreover, the
context of occurence of /5@—/ and /3v-/ is very predictable,/Fw-/
betfore /+ round/ vowels and /4§v-/ before /- round/ vowels).

This gives the impression that /3-/ is the basic prefix with

L'W_7 and LV?-only coming in to separate a cluster of vowels.

This consonant insertion process <can be explained by the rules:

PR.S. # -> /Tw 7=/t syll 7
- - /+round/

PR.6 g -> /v 7/-/* syll ]
/ -.round/ N

The operation of these rules can be illustrated in a sample deri-

vation as this below

; ; i s -
UR##ai pha #BF ud#k 3+ Sk

PR5 [ §Mu3 —
PR6 SR SvEkd
SK /Bona) /S wusd ] /3vEkd7

L
The class 1 prefix corresponds to the proto-ring / U-/.
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. 3.2.2. C(Class 2.

This class is the plural of class 1 and has as prefix
Aﬁﬁﬂ/ as exemplified below :

Ex.13.
- [ .
1 22 -pha '"fathers'
P ra

2 22&-2 "people’

3500 3%3 - 'builders’
4 gﬁ}—.D in "children’
5 =4 -4xG "orphans?

Looking at the envirconments of occurence of ﬁﬁ@f/, one
realises that before stems starting with vowels (both rounded

and unrounded),then prefix becomes ﬁiﬁ-/. One can thensuggest
-that there is a vowel deletion at morpheme boundary. This pro-

cess can be captured by the rule

- tense tense
This shwa deletion process is demonstrated in a sample

derivation as

URERSYS + phaps)d” +aku
PR7 —— 8) aku
SK Sy pha 7 BY aku_7

It is worth noting here that when the prefix /5331/
precedes the diphthong /al7of the stem this diphthong changes

o 5i7.

There is plausible synchronic explanation from /ai/to /3i/

The explanation is that /¥ /is a back(/-ant/) and as such /fa/
wich is front /+ ant/, has to change to /D / to suit the place
of articulation of /X 7.
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The prefix of class 2 corresponds to the proto-ring
i / :
prefix /ba-/.

g 3.2.3. Class 3.

The prefix for class 3 is /3-/. Example of nouns with
this prefix are

Ex. 14

1 -kaf 'armpit!

2 ,:;’-ka’m "thousand'

3 ¥ -s3y 'bag!

4 ;f—khij 'boundary stem’
5 jutﬁﬁ 'message’

6 -55? ‘case!

7 -t3? "palace!

3 F-tsind 'behaviour'

' s’
The corresponding preto-ring prefix for class 3 is /U-/.

3.2.4., Class 4.

Class 4 is the plural of class 3. Its prefix is /JsF-/.
Examples of nouns with this prefix are

Ex.15.
‘ 1 ¥sy-kaf tarmpits' I
2 X s¥-kdm 'thousands' "
3 3/53’-553 "bags'
4 g%ﬁzkhéy 'boundary stems'
5 ékéctﬁh 'messages’
6 5%52557 . 'cases'
7 Fs8-t27 'palaces’
8 é%éztsfhé 'behaviours'
The prefix /3sy-/ corresponds to thg proto-ring /f:/.

K |
.
H
i




3.2.5, Class 5;

The prefix for this class has two alternants /51/
and /i-/. When one looks at the environments gf'/d’/ and /1-/,
one realises that /d-/ appears before stems starting with /f/,
and/k/ while /{-7 appears in stems starting with /f/, /W/,/KY]
/P/ /Z/, /t7 and MJ"? which are. /-back/, from this analysis,
it can be postulated that /a /}the basic prefix for class 5.
Nouns of this class can be distributed into three groups as

follows :

Group 5a. Nouns with plurals in class 6 eg.

Ex., 16.

i ; - f0 "farm!'

2 7 - xd ‘*forest?
3 g - kam Yjuju?

4 { - £ ‘medecing’
5 { - wis E gun !

o { - 'bed!

Group 5b. Nouns with plurals in class 13 eg.

Ex. 17.
1 i, - pgg tjaw'?
{ - z4f '"illness'
3 { - pfﬁ ‘ 'dance’
4 - 3% 'intelligencei
5 - £ "leaf"
6 { - wds ;waterfall'
7 { -‘jf "grave'
8 f - k& ?wheel‘

[

H
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Group 5¢ Nouns without plurals eg.

Ex.18.

1 flségné 'happiness’
’ - . i

2 i-ts3f 'beauty'

3 f:ji' 'madness’

4 {-t39 'theft!
7’ ” ! .7

5 1-wul Yrain'
’

6 ~-Wen 'ora t
1-w j l grass

No convincing evidence has been found to explain why the
prefix of this class in some cases 1is /52/ and in others /f-/.
However, looking through the datc collected for this work, low |
vowels have a high frequency of occurence than high vowels at
word initial position. From this observation, one cain suggest

! - that there is a general vowel lowering process at word initial

position captured by the rule

PR 8. /% syll] > /% highl/ £+ -

If this view holds, then it can be said that the prefix
Jd-/ for group 5a (numbers 1 to 3) has already under gone the
vowel lowering process and that the prefix /{-/ for the rest of

the nouns is still to undergo this process. The corresponding

" proto-ring prefix for class 5 is /{-/. k
3.2.6. Class 6.

V4
The prefix for this class -is /M-/. Nouns in this class

can be considered under two groups.

Group 1. Nouns with singulars in class 5 eg.

Ex. 19.

1 ﬁ - faz 'farms'




2 5 - kJ 'forets'
3 m - fJ 'medecines’
4 7 - wJ§ -'guns'

E; 5 ]6 - kyd 'beds"

Group 2. Nouns with singulars in class 13 eg

Ex.20,

1 m - lam "nets!
7 R

2 m - ka? "trees!
rd Ve

3 m - tami? 'cats'
P4 .

4 m - tam ' fruitst
/ s,

5 m - tu? : ‘days®
/ Ve

6 m - 11 ' stars!
/ R )

'! 7 m - ngj ' birds'

v

8 m —Xﬁm ‘mats’

When one lcoks at the environment of /5-/, it will be
realised that it appears before consonants that share the same
articulatofy-features with /f-/ as well as those that do not
share articulatony features with /ﬁ-/. This leads to the sugF
gestion. that the original prefix might have been /mg-/ which
later lost the shwa to become /i~-/. This view is motivated by
the fact that the shwa is a weak vowel and can easily be dele-
ted. Secondly the proto-ring prefix for 6a is /Ms-/ and class
6 and 6a share the same nominal features and concord elements.

The proto-ring equivalent for class & is /dﬁ/_
3.2.7. {lass 6a.

This class differs from class 6 in that it is one of mass

re
nouns. Its prefix is /M-/. Nouns in this class include
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Ex. 271.

1 ﬁlmg' ‘water!

2 if-dsm 'blood’

3 élgyf 'soil!

4 %-kﬁg 'gravelf~

5 ﬁ-tsé& 'pus’

6 ﬁ-yij 'breast-milk'

7 i-kain "gun-powder’

As is the case with the class 6 prefix, it can be
said that the prefix of 6a might have been/Mg-/ which later
lost the following shwa. The proto-ring prefix for class 6a
is /M;-/. The only difference between Mmen class 6a and Proto-
ring class 6a is that the proto-ring prefix has a following
shwa which the Mmen prefix lacks.

3.2.8. Class 7.

rd
The class 7 prefix is/d-/. Nouns in this class include:

Ex. 22, ) o
1 §-xwild 'prostitute’
Z {-x4s 'zinc' (sing)

*faeces' (sing)

"
;l’ N

(o
)

N

4 a-k¥m ‘winding sheet’
A, 1 1
5 a-wamné CToss
P s -7
o a-ful ‘mouse’
T
7 a-tlpao 'tobacco’
I'd ~y . -
8 a-face 'a pair of scissors'
7 '?. ! '
g a-32 mushroom
”
10 a-wu "hand'




Although the prefix of this class is identical with
that of class 5, the collocation of nouns in these two classes
with grammatical categories like adjectives, numerals, posseSr
sives etc reveal that the prefixes have different concord ele-
ments. Again the prefix for class 8 (plural of class 7) has no-
thing in common with thelprefix of class 6 (plural of class §).
On the strength of this it is cqﬁcluded that they are two sepa-
rate classes. The proto-ring prefix for class 7 is /kfl/.

3.2.9. % Class 8.

The prefix for this class has two alternants /f:/ and /3~/.
Examples of class 8 nouns are

Ex. 23,

1 {-kwala 'prostitutes’

2 {-kwds 'zinc' (pl)

3 f;gﬁ *faeces' (pl( '
4 {-k*m 'winding-sheets'®

5 {-wdmne 'crosses'

6 flfdl 'mice’

7 f-tfbég "tobacco!' (pl)

8 {-fate 'pairs of scissors’
9 3’-53\? 'mushrooms’

10 ;{-wﬁ’ thands'

There is difficulty here in statihg!the basic form of
the prefix for this class as there 1s nothing particularly cha-
racteristic of any of the alternants that can differentiate theilr

environments of occurence. As is the case with class 5, one can

suggest a general vowel lowering process captured by PR8 (see

section 3.2.5.). Accordingly numbers 9 and 10 have abready under-
e
gone the process of lowering while the rest are yet to do so.
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rd
The proto-ring prefix for class 8 is /bi-/.

3,2.10. Class 9.

-~
S

\ ‘/"
The prefix for this class is /N-/. Examples of nouns with

this prefix include

Ex. 24.

1. %-m&l *swelling’

2 m-bélé ‘caterpillar’ i

3 {-d3: 'horn'

4 ﬁ'dsj ‘potatoe! i
5 ﬁ‘%jéj 'song' - #
6 i-g;\)in tgirl!

7 D'gém 'week'

8 5‘gWé? 'seed”

This homorganic nasal assimilation process observed in

the examples above can be captured by the rule:

PRY /i_- HU.S7 X ant ant
B B cor Q cor

Another striking feature with this class 1is the tone of
the prefix. The tone becomes high when 1t precedes a high tone.

This toncl process can be captured by the rule

. PR.10 L wme—> H/H-

The above two phonological process can be presented in a sample

derivation as follows

URAF A N + bEleft# N + dSJ##N«*gam M A

PR.9 mbélé ndaj 9gém
PR.10 mbélé nd)j jgam
SR /Mbélé7 /I{d}g] /jgam7
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)
The prefix /&-/ corresponds to proto-ring /N-/.

3.2.11. Class 10.

The prefix for this class is /Fs3-/. In the formation of

plurals of classs 9 nouns this prefix 1s attached to that of

class 9 (which is singular). The examples that follow will il-

lustrate this.

Ex. 25.

I 353-m-mol

2 35y --bélé
3 3’53’-11’-(13’_’]

4 dﬁf-ﬁ-dﬁj

5 a’sa’—:?-djéj
6 §sd-j—g3m

7 ;555—j~gam

8 a%;ﬁﬁ-gwa?

The prefix of

Nevertheless,

"swellings'

'caterpillar'

'horns'

'potatoes’

'sonéﬁ'

'girls'

'weeks!'

'seed!

this class is 1dentical with that of class

classes 4 and 10 have been treated as two

separate classes after considering the following facts

i} The prefix of class 10 (plural of class 9) is attached to

the singular prefix

(that of class 9) which is a homorganic na-

sal. On the other hand, the class 4 prefix 1is not attached to

any singular prefix.

ii) Mmen class 3 prefix has no similarity with the prefix of

. ! .
. class 9, That of class 3 is /-/ and that of & is . /N-/. Since
~ class 10 is plural of class 9, the merging of this class with

{ . .
{ class 4 seems less plausible.

iii) In terms of concord elementé, classes 3 and 9 show diffe-
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rences thus making it less plausible for their plural classes
to be merged.These differences below will help throw more light

on this issuse

a) Classes 3 (singular of 4) and 9 {singular of 10) show diffe-
rence in concord when collocated with the demonstrative prononn
*that'.

b) When tested with numerals, classes 3 (singular of 4) and 9
(singular of 10) differ with the number ‘'one'.

c) In terms of the possessives, classes 4 and 10 differ at the
level of the third person possessive 'their’. While class 4 has
a suffix /-s3/ as its concord marker, class 10 has both a pre-
fix /s3-/ and a suffix /fsav.

dj with regard to attributes, the concord morpheme'for class

3 is/5'-/ and that of 9 is Yf:/. At the level of the attribute
‘wnite', classes 4 and 10 differ in that while the concord ele-
ment for the former isfa prefix /s¥-/, that for the latter is

both a prefix /s3-/ and a suffix /-55/.

Elucidations for these difference are found in chapter 4
{scction 4.1.1; 4.1.2.; 4.1.3.; 4.1.4.). The proto-ring prefix

for class 10 is /—SfV,
i

3.2.12Z. (Class 13,

Class 13 has as its prefix /ts-/. Examples of nouns in

this class include:

Ex. 26.

1 éﬁf-pﬁj. 'jaw!

z $tS-25f 'illnesses'

3 St -t3f 'intélligénce'(pl)
4. éug-p;b _ j 'dances'

3 jﬂf-fﬁ 'ledVes'

e Y s
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include : E

EX.Z?, E
-1 I£5-1am "het!

2 S£y'-ka "tree'

3 Sfa-tdnd? 'cat!

4 Sts-tdm Tfruit! A

5 5E§:néj 'bird!' ;

6 FE¥-xam Co'mat”’ é

7 3t5- 1f 'star’

- 40 - | a
’ s ’
6 St5- was waterfalls® -
7 éff—}qf 'graves'
8 - ki 'wheels'®

i

The proto-ring prefix for class 13 is /t3-/. When nouns
of this class are tested with satellites of the head noun (eg ‘;
adjectives, numerals, etc) the concord element is /t3-/. Giwen 1
this, the feeling is that with time the initial shwa of the
prefix /¥t3-/ will be lost.

3.2.13, C(Class 19.

The prefix of class 19 is /3f3-/. Nouns with this prefix

As is the case with class 13, it 1s possible that with
time the prefix /3FfF-/ will lose its initial shwa Because the i
concord element for this class is /féﬁ/ instead of /=fF-/. The ;Q
proto-ring prefix for class 19 is /£5-/. ;

The prefixes for the various classes were discussed in
relation to the proto-ring prefixes as reconstructed by Hyman
(1980). Below is a recapitulative table of these prefixes. The

table has been divided into five columns as follows




Column |

Column

Column

Column
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gives the noun class number

(1980).

Z gives the proto-ring pretfix as reconstructed by Hyman

provides the corresponding Mmen noun prefixes.

provides Mmen examples of nouns in relation to the

various classes.

Column is the gloss. -
Class Proto-Ring Mmen Mmen Example Gloss
' - phﬁ '{fa ther!
!
1 U -, gw-, 3v- Fw-ud 'person'
§¥~ain 'child?
Jxa%pha "fathers'
/
Z ba- 5552 égzal 'people’
ﬁx-ﬁin 'children'
3 U- Y - o -kaf ‘armpit’
”~
4 I- 553~ IsS-k3f ‘armpits'
5 i- £-, 1- £-fa? 'farm'
{-ff 'med cine'
0 g- - f-£a 2 ‘farms'
f-£d 'medecines’
ba ma - - -ﬁ~yiq 'breast-milk'
'
7 ki- £- £-kwd1d 'prostitute’
8 bi- {- {-xwila 'prostitutes’
7 3
g N-,¢- N- -gam 'week!
10 -si Ssy- §%a-g—gam 'weeks'
13 tS - 3t - a’n;’-pfg 'dances'
19 fx- Sia’- Std-xa? ‘tree'!

Fig. 6.




3.3. GENERAL REMARKS

‘ In this chapter,the noun prefixes of Mmen have
been discussed. In the course of this discussion, it has been
discovered that the prefixes of some of the classes have alter-
nants. Such 1is the case with class 1 where the basic prefixe
/3~/ is realised as either /&-/, /&w-/ or /3v-/. The insertion
of / w-/and /v/ has been considered to have the function of brea-
king up a cluster of vowels. The class 2 prefix was found to
undergo an interesting change. With the voiced velar fricative
Lgi7coming in to replace /W ] and /°V_Jof the class 1 prefix,
any stem with the diphthong/ ai /, has this diphthong immediate-
ly changed to />i/.

Another striking issue in this chapter is the semantic
content of nouns of the various classes. It has been discovered
that nouns with different semantilic contents can be found in the
some class. However, nouns of classes 1, 2, 6a, 13 and 19 are
exceptions as they manifest some degree of consistency in terms

of semantic content.

The distinctions between classes 4 and 10 posed the
greatest problems. Howeﬁer, to arrive at an aqﬁoc solution to
this problem, noun prefixes, and their concordial elements were
considered. Gender too was also taken into consideration. The
similarity betwwen Mmen class 9 and proto-ring class 9 also pro-

vided further evidence.
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CHAPTER FOUR: (CONCORD SYSTEM IN MMEN.,

4.0, INTRODUCTION.

The previous chapter dealt with Mmen noun prefixes.

Prefixes were seen to constitute one of the criteria for distin-
guishing and defining noun classes. One other very significant
caterion for identifying and classifying nouns is concord. Con-
cord will be used here to refer to the agreement of the headnoun
and its satellites such as adjectives, pronouns, numerals etc.
The significance of this agreement between the headnoun and its
satellites is highlighted by Ngueffo N, et al (1987 p.25) in
the following statement

"Llacoond dans Le nom se sdgnale Lorsque Le nom

se combine avee fLes détewminants {adjectif quali-

flcatif, possessd§, démonstratif, numeral etc).

D'une Langue & £'autre La facon de marquen £'accord

dans Le syntagme change."

‘The importance of concord in noun identification and classifi-
cation is also emphasised by Welmers (1968,p.162) when he says:

"Bantu noun classes musi be distinguished and
defined, theregore, not simply by noun phegixes

but in addition by monphemes such as the subjeckt
pronout pregixes which szand in agreement on "con-
cond" with noun pregixes. 1t Ls this combinaiion o4
noun prefixes and concerdicl monphemes that L8 im-
porntant."

“
In Mmen, however, it will be seen that some nouns maintain their

prefixes when collocated with their satellites. Welmers (1968 p.171)
refers to this repetition as alliterative when he says

The Bantu fLanguages have ¢ften been described
as having alliterative concord.
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Some nouns will be seen to have concord morphemes that are quite
different from their nominal affixes. In addition to this, other
nouns with different nominal affixes will be discovered to share
the same concord elements. This situation provokes the question
as to whether such nouns do not form & single class. However,
such nouns with different prefixes but similar concord elements
will be considered to belong to thé same class of concord as sug-
gested by Leroy (1977 p. 76) when she says:

" Si Les noms donnés commandent une méme sénie
d'acconds, 4Ls appartiennent & La méme classe

d'accond.”

4.1. CONCORD SYSTEM,.

The treatment of concord system in Mmen will require
the collocation of the nouns of various classes with possessive
pronouns {Poss), adjectives (A), demcnstratives (Dem)}, associa-

tive markers (ASS.M.), and numerals as seen below

4.1,1. POSSESSIVE PRONOUN (POSS).

The possessive pronouns taken into consideration
here will include: my,your{sing), your (pl), his or her, our
and their: The noun phrases below highlight concord between the

headnoun and the possessive pronoun.

Ex.29, C(Class 1.

Agw-usg#véﬁ/——~n~———>£SW*u3-ﬂ—m{m? 'my person'
person my ' :
/Sw-ud B vé/——~—-—->i§@-u5 p-ve/ 'your (sing) person'’

person your(sing)




\ -~ ' \ -~
/Bw-ud# vain/ ———>/3W-ud $-vain/ 'your(pl) person’

person your{pl)

(Su-ud#vs )
person his/her

>/ w-u B-v _/ 'his/her person'

’ L - § N
JowW-udivase/ /aw-u> f-vaséd/ 'our person'

person our

V.
Aﬁk-u)¥55h§/
person their

- ) s’
>/Zw-ud ﬁﬂ!an§7 'their person'

Ex. 30. Class 2

/3) -8 vdn/
people my

23 -a/btgé' / >L§’Zj-9/ p-Y€/ 'your(sing) people'
people vyour(sing) oL

Aiy-é{#-vain/—m—>£ig-9’ p-vain/ 'your (pl) people
people your(pl)

SY-Fe v/
people his/her

4%5-33# vase/ ——~>A§8-E{ ﬁ«v55§7 'our people'’
people our

Aﬁg-é%gghg/

people their

>gﬁg-€fﬂ-m§é7 ‘my people'’

> A%K-E{ﬂ- v%b_] ‘his/her people!

>£%{~3, ﬂ-ﬁéfn@? "their people!

Ex. 31. Class 3 .

/3 -Xif # 28m/ —> [F-Kif g-z3m/ ‘'‘my armpit'

armpit my

/X -kEf ¥ 2E/—> l§ck5f $ - &/ 'your {(sing)armpit®
armpit your (siﬁg)

/éikﬁf_ﬁbzain/ —~—>£§<ka£ ﬁ-zaig7 *your(pl) armpit' -
armpit your(pl)




/3-X3E # v3)/—> [3-Kif ¢—vé:97 'his/her armpit'
armpit his/her
/éikﬁfttgﬁsé/—~> Lﬁckﬁf ¢-X§Bg7 ‘our armpit’

- armpit our
/j’-k?xf-#ga"ng/ —> ié’-kaf gﬁ-Ja’né? 'their armpit’
armpit their

Ex. 32. Class 4.
P —d o, - / .
/3s8-kaf # sim/—> /Fs3-kaf s3m-s3/ 'my armpits'
armplits my

/S5 kafF B s&/ e——>L§%§2k5f s€-5§7 ‘your(sing) armpits’
armpits your({sing)

/5so-kaf # sain/ -—>i"sa{k5f sain-sé] 'vour (pl)armpits'
) armpit your(pl)
) JSs3-kaf & vﬁj/—-—->ié’sal-k5£ sa’-vafj-sg}] 'his/her armpits'
!% armpits his/her '

/¥ss-kif # sdse/ —> A§%§:k5f ¢-sd§§7 'our armpits’
armpits our

. - - \ . .
/555-k5f’#5§h3# —~u>ﬁ§%5-kaf53&§ - 53/ 'their armpits'
armpits their

Ex. 33 (Class 5
s J
/:f-ktfm#-ka’mcf/ —_ iaikum ;é~ka/mg7 '"'my juju’
juju  my
o
/52kﬁh-#=kéy57 _— Ldﬁkum g-kéya/ ‘'your(sing) juju!
juju your({sing) o
/dzkﬁm #-kfhg'/;_-> i_dzkﬁﬁ ¢-k5hé7 'your(pl)juju’
juju  your(pl)”
_ L - / . ..
/dikdﬁ #=v£7 —_—> / &-kum é-vé7 *his/her juju’

juju his/her

o e KOS PR S R SR TIED L b M s
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Ex.

Ex.
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Jd-kim # késd) —> /" {-kim g-késd/ ‘our juju’
juju our

/d-kim #¥3n3/ ~—> [ a-kum $-Y3n3/ 'their juju'
juju  their

34 C(Class 6
/ﬁ—kﬁﬁiy méﬁ/ — L‘ﬁ:kﬁﬁ ¢-m§é7 'my jujus'
jujus my
/ /
/ﬁlkum # véh ;] —> Lﬁzkum ﬁ-véﬁ? 'your(sing) jujus'

jujus your (sing) |

/ - / .
/m—kdm;ﬁ vain/ —> 1yﬁkun1nﬂvni£7 'your{(pl) jujus'
jujus your (pl)

/s ‘ / / .
/m-kum # V%b / > Lﬁckum ﬁ-vfﬂ? 'his/her jujus’

jujus his/her

- ]
/ﬁ-kdﬁ # md%§m/ am—kiﬁtkﬁh é-md%&g] 'our jujus'
jujus our
Ji-kim # Xajng/

jujus their

-r 7 ‘ c ey
> iﬁtkum ﬁi&jﬁ;? ~ 'their jujus'

35. Class 6a.

/m s # ndm/ —> /0 h- ¥ $- m3m7 " my wine'
wine my
/h-Ls & vy

wine your(sing)

>/ m—£+ m- V3m7 "your (sing)wine'’

/£~L¢ # vain/ —> iﬁcl¢'ﬁz vaig] 'vour (pl} wine'

wine yoﬁr(pl)

/m— L & van/—> /m- L+ m- Vajj 'his/her wine'
wlne hls/her

/m L$ # mpsam/ ~—>/ m- L¢ @~ masam7 our wine'
wine. our ’

n{-lﬁ #5,;:;13/-_‘) Ln"{'-l.x n{—ga/né? "their wine'

wine their
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Ex.

Ex.

Ex.
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P s/ o
/élwéﬁnéffkéﬁ?/r—“)igiwéhné $g-ksm?/ 'my cross’
CTOSS my

37.

38.

” . - . - . . .
/a-wﬁhne #’keyﬁ/—~>idcwdhne ¢~keyg7 'vour(sing)cross'
CTOSS your (sing)
VA - : - /N 7/ .
/&-wimneé #’kan5/——~>id{wamne ¢-kan37 'vour(pl) cross'

cross  your(pl)

- d . ”— . -
>/a~wamné é-va/ 'his/her cross'

/7 r'd -
/a-wamné # va/
Cross his/her

/ rd [ P ' - - P
/d-wimné # késd/—->/d-wdmné ﬁ-kesé? 'our cross'

Cross our
P A /o Y o .
/a-wamné 53n;/——~>ia-wamne é—&§n27 'their cross'

CTOsSsS their

Class 8

I 4 ~. . / -/ / w / .
/i-wamné # vam/ >/1T-wamné g-vam/ 'my crosses

CTOSSES my

P Y S — Y - .
/i-wdmné g ve/ >/i-wamné é-vg? 'your(sing) crosses'
crosses your{sin)

/s R < /. R
/i-wamné# vain/—>/1-wamné ¢-va1g7 'your(pl)crosses'
crosses your{pl)

A / </ 7/ / .

/{-wdnne ﬁivqj/_——>il-wamne é-v?;7 'his/her crosses'
crosses his/her

£ P s s AN
/1-wdmné g vase/——~>il—wamne é-vasg7 'our crosses'
Crosses our

7 s /o =/ 7 LA .
/i-wamne # 53n3/—*~>11-wamne ¢-X9n§7 ttheir crosses'

CTOSSES their

Class 9
/ﬁ-d%jffzém/—u—>iiﬁ—d{? ¢-25ﬁ7 'my horn’
horn my : '




Ex.

Ex.

Class 13.
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7/ , - - -
/{-de;f g/ —> /. ﬁid%b ¢-z§7 'vour{sing) horn'
horn your(sing)
/ﬁcdﬁjﬁfzain/———>i'ﬁ-d€7 g-zain/ 'your (pl) horm’
horn vyour{(pl)

- /

/ﬁ—d%ﬁtﬁ véb/———> /! ﬁ—daj ¢-v%?7 'his/her horn!
hern his/her '
/5~déj.# zdsa/ ——>i-ﬁ:d%b é-zﬁsé? 'our horn’
horn our
/r(-dgg#grjné/_>[ﬁ’-da’j g-¥3ns7 ‘'their horn'
horn thelr

Class 10.

4 - i
/jstﬁ-déb;#sBm/———>L§§f—ﬁ-d%ﬂ sjﬁ-sé? 'my horns'
horns my
!/, — -
/;%dtﬁ-dqjﬂ:sg/-~>é5a5-ﬁ—d%9 sé;s§7 'vour(sing)horns’
horns your(sing} '
- / VA
/Ssj-ﬁ—d%jiﬁ sain/—> i;%a-ﬁ-d%? sain-sd/ ‘'your(pl)horns’
horns  your(pl) '
/ . - / 4
/jéacn-dibliv%b/~u—> ég%atﬁ-dqﬁ sa-m%9~si7 '*his/her horns'
horns his/her
£ ;S ‘L S = {7 £ s .
/;sa-n-dqgﬁ=Sase/—u~>ipsa—n-d{gé-sasg? 'our horns'
horns our
- s
/a’s;’-xf-dajﬁ Z@’n;/_.—>ig’sa’- - da’jgs-gany 'their horns'
horns their

/§t§LpSQ;stém/—ﬂ—>13£§-p59 tSﬁ—pé? my jaws'

jaws my

/ga’t;}/-ij#tg/w;ié/ta/-psj té-t:‘_;i] 'your{sing) jaws'
jaws your(sing)




..?O-

/Stézps £ tain/
jaws your({pl)

-~ 7 . A / .
>lata-p;9 tain-t3/ 'your{pl) jaws'

/a’w'-psgﬁ v3n/

- > rl ”
zéfﬁ;-péj ta-v%9~t§7 'his/her jaws'
jaws his/her

/jfétpéjz#tdgté/«-—> Aé%i-péj ¢-td§t§7 our jaws'
jaws our

! . v A
/313 -p39 £ 5/

jaws their

- v )
>/3%-p3g t&-fans-t3] 'their jaws’

Ex. 41. (Class 19.

- s /
>/5%3-tam £3/n1-f§_7 '"'my fruit®

/36 -tdm # £/

fruit my

_ o 7 / i
. /jﬁf-tém F'fa/a—~>£;ﬁf-tam fe-fa/ ‘'your{sing) fruit'
fruit vyour(sing)

/. / ' .

E ' /a/f&’-ta/m # fafn/ «—-->_/_a/ia,—tam fa:fnﬂfé)y 'your(pl) fruit®
' fruit your(pil)

¥ f . . / / .
/afjttﬁm;t w%b/ >f5}5-tam ﬂ¥-v{b-f§7 ‘his/her fruit'

fruit his/hef
/ ;o 4 - / / )
A9£5~ tam & fas/ ———>£Q@éﬂtam fﬁé-f@] 'our fruit'
fruit our

/5&5-t5&¢¢55n§/ >Z§%attgm fétgéng-fé7 ‘their fruit'

fruit  their

From the above collocation of the headnoun with posses-

‘sivesthe following remarks can be made

- Classes 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 share the same concord element
/$-/ at all levels. |

- Classes 6 and 6a have the same concord element”with classes
1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 .when the noun is collocated with the

- first person possessive ‘my!. |
- Classes 6 and 6a have the same concord morpheme at all levels.
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- Although classes 4 and 10 look very much alike, they differ
with respect to the concord marker that marks agreement between

the noun and the third person possessive 'their'.

While class 4

is marked here by a suffix /-s3/, class 10 has a zero /¢4-/ mor-

pheme.

- The concord elements of classes 4,10, 13 and 14 are /sa{/,

/s3-7, /t3-/ and /£3°-/.

The prefixes for these classes are

/3s5-7, /3757, /St5-/ and /3£5-/ respectively, one can suggest
that concord marking, deletes the initial vowel (shwa) of these

prefixe

sS.

Below is a recapitulative table of the concord morphemes that

mark agreement between the possessives and the nouns.

Concord Elements.

Class my your(sing)| your(pl)| his/her] our| their
1 % - g - p- $- 6 - g~

2 % - B - | 8- $- T B g-

3 6- | - s 8- g- | ¢-

4 -sa -5 -sd s§-> b= -s3

-53

S T LS ST T ol LS
6 $- | - - - m | -

6a 8- | - - m- m- | -
7 g- | - - | 8- 4- | o

_8 p-~ $- % - o~ $- ¢

° g- B- $- - ;¢- B - ]




/ / / U

10 -53 -5& -53 sd-, -s - é-

R A A ;L A N A
13 -t3 -t3 -t td-, -t 8 t3-, -12@
TR 0 R I P I T ;/
14 %- -£3 -9 f3-, -£f3 @ f?-, -fa

Fig. 6.
4.1.2. ADJECTIVE (A).
Here the following adjectives will be used: big, white,
bad, and black.

Ex.

Ex.

42 Class 1.

JZ3w-ud e Xa?d/

person big

[T v »
J3w-ud F £3f3/
white

person
/a’w-u.ﬁ# pi/
person bad

J3w-ud & £5m37
black

person

43 C(Class 2.

/3)Y-3# 423/
people big

- I -
>/5w-ud é'X‘{?_"t//

- 1 i A
>/3w-ud $-£3£37
> [FW-ud ¢-pi7

- \ -
> [3w-ud é-féﬁé/

> (33 Py

sy -3 # £3857 —> /33 Y eed]

people white
A{Y-Jﬁtpi’/
people bad

- . # -
>/3(-3 ¥3-pL7

. /
/a’z(-a 7 £ ma//-—-«———> _/_aﬂz -5 Xaf fam é]

people black

'big person’
'white person’
"bad person'

"black person'

'big people'
'white people'’
"bad people'

'black people’
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Ex. 44 C(Class 3

/éckﬁfifgg7d7
armpit big

>£§tk5f 3155?27 'big armpit’

/3-Kif # £3f3/—>/3°kif I-£3£3/ 'white armpit’

armpit white

/3-xaf # pi/ ——>/3%kaf afpé7zf’ bad armpit!

armpit  bad

/3-X3f # fand/
armpit black

Ex. 45 Class 4. .

>/3%k3f J-£5m3] ‘black armpit’

/3535 -Xif B lcf?a'/ ~—>_/_§’sa/-k5f sa’-g:f?g_’? 'big armpits'

armpits big

J/3s5’-kaf B £3£57
armpits white

/3y -kaf # pi/ ——>/553-kif

armpits bad
/3's3-Kaf # £5ns7
armpits black

-

Ex., 46 (Class 5.

/&-kim #55?{/
juju big

/4-kiim # £4£5/—>/Fkin
juju white
/5;kdm #—pf/ >L§ikdm

juju  bad

/dtkéﬁ #’ﬁémé?——~>iiﬁkéﬁ
Juju black

>L£:kdh 3155?§7

5-£3537
/
3-p{J

aéfémé7

s3-pi/

>/5s3-kif s3-f3£3] 'white armpits'

'bad armpits'

>/358-k3f  s3-£3m3] 'black armpit’

'big juju’

'white juju'

'bad juju’

'black juju!




Ex.47 Class 6.

Y, Y o
/m-kum #Z(u,?a 7-—>im-kflm - Xa/?g/7 'big jujus’'
jujus big

. N vl bl
/m-kum F £2£3/ ;——>Lﬁckum m-£3£37 ‘'white jujus’
jujus white
/i-kim g p/—> /i-kdm rm-pim/ ‘bad jujus'
jujus bad
/ /o o ‘s
/ﬁ-kum # f3ma/ —“_>Lﬁikum ﬂlﬁam37 'black jujus'
jujus black.

Ex. 48 (Class 6a

rar # Y324/ >[n{-[¢ ;5-3(5?;{7 'big wine'
wine big

. 7 { 7 -7/ C f /- ) .
/m-L* 7 £3£2/—>/ m-L# m-£f3f3/ 'white wine'

wine white

/nq—C.*“-ﬁ" pi// >_/F"n{-l¢

wine bad

-pim/ 'bad wine'

) / - L
/n{-l?r #f&ﬁn;?f-——{/_ m’-[* rrf-farr@? 'black wine!

wine black

Ex. 49 Class 7

/
e . . L =/ s L s -
/a-wamne;ﬁja?a/ —>/a-wamné a-éh?g? "big cross'

CTOSS big
i

- ) Vg s o,
/a-wamné g £3£3/

Cross white

P SR Lo/ .
>/a-wamné a-f3f3/ ‘'white cross'

-~ / o -~ - ~ - P
/a-wamné # pi/ ——>/c-wamné a-p_}] 'bad cross'
CToss bad

P A s - N P .
/a-wamné # f3m?/—>/a-wamné a-fams/ 'black cross'

Cross black
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Ex. 50. Class 8
/f-w5ﬁné#}¥57i/~——}if:w5ﬁné f:gd?é7 'big crosses’

Crosses big

ra V4 s .3/‘ Vs . P 4 i
/1—wamné{# £9fa/u__>i1-wamne 1-f3f§7 'white crosses'
CTrosses white

K -~ N I - N -~ P " '
/i-wamné # pi/ >/I-wimne i-pi/ bad crosses

CTOSSES bad

+ . P CAPRL
>/T-wimné {-£3m3/ 'black crosses'

s s . s,
/i-wamné # fams/
CTOSses black

Ex. 51, Class 9

X [R-d398 Y25/ >@’-da’j {-Ya?%7  'big horn'

horn big
N /:{-daj#fa,’fa’/ > /i -d3) {-£9£2] ‘'white horn'
horn  white |
- /
/1{-d3’j dpi /| —>/ -4 {-p{7  'bad horn"
horn bad
‘ ” - /7 /7
/K;df' #’f9m37-;>iﬁid?? f-fam§7 *black horn'
horn black -

Ex. 52 C(Class 10.

/sy -1f-d 31) uj«’ >4/
horns big

1
>L§§f-ﬂ-d%j s§a537disg7 big horns'

P S - / P | .
/a3sad-n-dd -#.fafé/a——>£§§3-x-df? Sa—fatéz 5§7 'white horns

horns ~ white

/3§jlﬁ-d§b¢#pf7 umu>£§satﬁ-déb séipf-sg? thad horns'

horns bad :

/égﬁ—ﬁ—ds F#fémé?———>iééjlﬁ-d€jsaff;ma—sé? 'black horns'
horns black




Ex. 53. C(Class 13.

CERENY Xl
jaws big

>La’n;’-p3_,) t3-Y4%t3] 'big jaws'

s S I S 7 . s -
/ata-pgj;x£afa/———>13ta—pgj ta-faﬁf-téy 'white jaws'
jaws white

/7 - ”~ - - ’ - -
/aﬁg'ij#Pl/ “——>iaE5;P2j ta-pf-&é} *bad jaws'

jaws bad
/é%g-p§?ﬁiﬁfhéy—um>L§1§-p§9 t3- £3h31n£7 "black jaws'
jaws black

Ex. 54. (Class 14.

,@’f‘é’*tﬁ?ﬂ#é:fh’/' >/585-tdn  £3~Y42a €57 'big fruit’
truit big '

/3 -tdm @ £5£37—>/5% tdn  &-£38- 657 rwhite fruit
fruit  white .
s _ -’ ”~ . - -~ ” .

/3B-tan # p{/——>/5F5-tin t3-p{-£3/ ‘'bad fruit
fruit bad
s . - - -” ’ .

/afa-tﬁh 7 fsma&———>éaﬁ51tam ﬁ;—fam§:£§7 'black fruit’
fruit black

The juxtaposition of the headnoun with the adjective

(qualifiying) reveals the following

- That classes 4 and 10 differ at the level of the adjective
"black'. While class 4 is marked by the concord element /séi/;

a prefix, class 10 is marked both by prefix /sa-/ and sutfix /-saU.
- Classes 8 and 9 share the same concord morphene /f—/

- Class 5 has A§:/ as its concord marker #hich is different from
its nominal prefix /51/.

- Classes 3 gnd 5 share the same concord element Aéc/.

A recapitulative table of the A concord e€lements is presented

belaow




Eg Class Concord Element
| 1 | B~
= -
F! - 2 X3~
3 3 -
4 551
5 3 -
¢! 15~
. /
Oa m-
7 £C
- ’
8 1-
g {-
4
. 1G 53~
%ﬁ 13 -, -t3-
19 -, -f3~ |

Fig.7.

4.1.3. NUMERAL [(NUM).

Discussions on numerals will take 1nto conslideration

four numbers: 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Class 1.

Ex. 55.

i _ ! .
/g’w-ua' H md? / >_/_a’w—u3' 5’~m)_2/ ‘one person'

person  one

Ex. 56. Class 2

/a’b/-?a,#p.é'j—-——>ia’é’—a/ ;é-p_E? ' two people!
- people two
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s, ”
/5}13 # td/ >£{§-a g-ti] "three people’
people three
ﬂ{{-a¥?RY€'/———>A§X-J'¢-KY§7 ' four people!

people four

Ex. 57. Class 3.
7 . e . ] I ’ i .
/d-kaf fF m2?/—>/ 3 -kdf 3-m>7 'one armpit’
armpit one

Ex.55. Class 4

/¥ s3-k3fH pg/-——>£‘§/sa’-k5f sa’-p§7 "two armpits'’

armplts two

/3's3"-kEE # td/
armpit three

>é§§§-k§f s3-td/ 'three armpits'

/SsY-kTf B xYe /———>L§%§?k5f séCKYé_7 "four armpits'

armplts four
tx. 59 Class 5§

A , ¥ ‘ - . \ - o
/a-Kdﬁ #und>? /—>/ 2~kum étnuay 'one juju’

juju oNHE ‘
Ex.060. Class ©
VA 4 - - - ..
/m-Kdm g PE/'__>L m-Kum ﬁipé/ "two jujus'
jujus two

- Ve - = " . .
>Lm{kum m-ta/ 'three jujus'

<, : Ve
/m-kum # ta/
i

jujus three

S
/m-kum # kY& /

jujus four

S T o
>/w-kum m-kYE_/ ' four jujus'

Ex. oi. Class 7
R 1 -~ . s
/d-wdmné # md>?/——>/ d-wdmngé d-m>F ‘'one cross'

cCTross one
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Ex. 62 <(Class 8
V4 . 43 - - pod
/1-w£ﬁne #:pg/———}iftwdhne fip§7 'two ¢rosses'

€rosses two

s -, -~ s 7
/i-wamné # ta/——>/T-wimné 1-t§7 'three crosses'
crosses three

e . - N
/1 -wdmné # kYé /—>/1- wimnaé i-k¥e& / ‘four crosses'

crosses four

Ex. 63 Class 9

/n d?#m)’/-—-—-&/ - d)j 1 m377 ‘one horn'

horn one
Ex. 64, Class 10.
/a/s;’-n’-daj#pé/—-—->_/_§§a’-n'-d3jj sa{p_éj 'two horns'
horns two

s . gl Rl 7
/as;-ﬁfdéjﬁﬁt57n~_>égs§?ﬁid€b s¥-ta/ ‘three horns'
horns three

- - L - ”~ e
/3's3--d39pkYe /——>/353--d5) s3-k¥e ] 'four horns'
horns four

Ex.65 Class 13.

o -~ . - R - L .
/éfa-p.)j  pe/—>/3t "p39 t3-pE/ 'two jaws'
jaws two

>£§%5-p§9 ta{t£;7 "three jaws'

<Y

/§f52p334¢t57
jaws three

/éhpr§j$#RY€ /7ﬂ—>£5131p§9 tSckyé“7 'four jaws'
jaws ~four

~ With respect to the collocation of the head noun with numerals,

the following observations can be made

- Classes 1, 3 and 5 have the same.concord morpheme AQ / when




collocated with the number ‘one'.

- Classes 4 and 10 have the same concord morpheme with respect
H H ’

to the numbers, two,'three' and ‘four'. Below is a chart that

summarises the concord elements of nouns when collocated with

numerals.

: T
Class my 2] ta kre
one two three four
1 552 - - -
2 - %~ ¢- ¢-
3 3 - - - -
i} - 53" 53- sa-
- 5 3~ - - -
-~ g -~
6 - m- m- m-
ba - - - -
7 - - - -
-~
8 - {- i- i-
g
9 1- - - -
10 - $3% 53T sa=-
13 - t3- ta- ta”
19 £al - - -
Fig.8.

The strokes (-), mark instances where collocation of

the noun with numerals is impossible.

-
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4,1.4., DEMONSTRATIVE PRONQUN. (DEM).

The near speaker (NS} demonstratives 'this' and 'thése’
and the near listner (NL) demonstratives 'that' and 'those' will
be used to illustrate concord between head nouns and the demons-

trative determiner.
Ex. 66 Class 1
- v i - i i .
/aw-u> g vgj/———>£;w-u3 d-v%g] *this person'
person this
L] -

/5@-u3 Fvi/ >ia%-u3 ¢—v§7g‘ 'that person’

person that

Ex. 67 C(Class 2.
|
. o )
/55-8 F gaj/-—>iai//\’-3/ ;6-2{807 "these people!
people these 7

/a’b/-a"FFZfE- J— >L§B’—a’ ¢—J_§7 'those people’
people those

Ex. 68. Class 3

- - ‘ \ - -— - :
jo-kaf H z%j/———) Laikaf ¢-z%;7 'this armpit’
armpit this
/3-Kaf ¥ .3/
armpit that

-

>£§ik5¥ -~ 4é7 'that armpit’

Ex. 69. Class 4
s - . X I A . | .
/3s3-kaf ¥ s27) [——>[333~KkaE ¢—s?27 'these armpits'
armpits these
/33 -x3f H# sE/—>/355-xif - s& ‘those armpits'

armpits those
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Ex.70 Class 5
Jd-kim # ki:)/—)i'aj-kxfm gs-ki;l? 'this juju’
juju this
/dckﬁh}¢=kyé/————>i'd:kﬁh g-k¥&/ - 'that juju'
juju that

Ex. 71 Class 6
e | - - -
/m-kum # m%j/—+~>im-kum ¢-m%97 'these jujus'
jujus these

/ri-kim B m&/— >Lﬁckdﬁ $-mg/ 'those jujus’

jujus those

Ex. 72 <(Class 6a

/R-1% mgij/—>_/_rﬁ{L¢ ;zs-maf;? 'this wine’

‘'wine this
/m-1* # mE/—>/T-L* ¢-m€) 'that wine'

wine that

Ex. 73 C(Class 7
oA _ ,
/diwdﬁnéﬁik%j/———>i wahné ¢—k%97 tthis cross'
Cross this
[d-wanmné M kyé/——~>L5{waﬁné é-ky§:7A 'that cross'

CTross that

Ex. 74 (Class 8

VI t o A
/f:wamne.ﬁ-V§9/ >/1-wamné ¢-VBQ7 'these crosses!
. oy
Cross these
-7 7 .
{-wamné $-v& ‘'those crosses'

>/

s s -
/i-wamné ¥ v/
crosses those

Ex. 75 <(lass ©

__— N . _
/ﬁidéb - zéj/——_>iﬁid?j ¢-z?97 'this horn'
horn  this . ' '




s - . d
/n-a3y # 3/
horn that

- e
>Ln-d€b é;33§] 'that horn'

Ex. 76 {(lass 10

’ ’ U - P
Aaga -n-débi# s{j/—~—>ﬁ933-n-déa d_S%;V 'these horns'
horns these

/a’si-n’-dfy# s€/

>é§§915-d29 $-s€/ 'those horns'
horns those :

Ex. 77. Class 13.

7 N —— i .
/;t;’-p_sj i#* t@j_]' >33 -p3) gﬁ-ta‘;)? 'these jaws'
jaws these ~
/Jta’-ps_-]'g-'tyé'/
| jaws those

>A§%5LP5Q ¢-tY&/ ‘'those jaws'

Ex. 78 Class 19.

ey -~ ' -

/383 -tam =4 f%?/———>iaéé—t5ﬁ é—f%g? 'this fruit'
fruit  this o

JofS -tdm & fYs /———>£é%§:tam g-fYe¢/ ‘'that fruit’
fruit that '

Looking at the above analysis, one remarks that:

- the demonstrative pronoun in Mmen cannot pour light on the
concord system of Mmen. This is because, all the classes share
the same concord element,/¢-/ when their nouns are collocated
with the demonstrative. ‘

- Classes 3 and 9 show difference not in concord but with res-
pect to the demonstrative pronoun. While that for class 3 is
£§§7, that for 9 is éj;fé]. At one point in the analysis of the
Toun classes of Mmen, the difference between these demonstrati-
ves was taken as one of the aspects that distinguish class 3

from class 9.
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1 . : .
Presented here below is a.table of the demonstrative

concord elements for the various classes.

N

Class this that these those
1 8- $- - -

2 - - p- p-
3 %- #- - -

4 ~ - 8- 8-
5 #- B- - -

6 - : - -
6a % - % - - -

" 7 - 4 - -

8 - - B- p-
9 % - % - - -
10 - - g- - B-
13 - - B~ ¢ -

14 % - ¢ - - -
Fig.9.

The strokes (—) mark instances where the head noun

cannot be collocated with the demonstrative pronoun.

4.1.5. ASSOCIATIVE MARKER (ASS.M).

When the associative marker 1s tested with the head

‘noun, they are seen to manifest concord. The exsamples below
help to elucidate this




Ex,

Ex.

-EX.

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

- Ex.
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79 Class 1.

JSw-u3d #vain/ 2&;@-u$ ¢-va{é7 "the person of the child'

person child

80. Class 2
Aigﬁa #vain/ uu—>égzﬁé’¢~vafé7 'the people of the child’
people <child

81. Class 3.

/¥-kIf & vafi/——>é§:k5f 5fvaf£7 'the armpit of the child®
armpit child

82. Class 4

- . - - - -~ .
/3’s3-xit @ va1n/->£;safkaf sa—vafﬁ-;i7’the armpits of
armpits child the child!
83. Class 5
/dckdk,#vafﬁ/~—>iﬁfkﬁﬁ afvafé7 "the juju of the child’
juju child
84 Class 6.

/ﬂtkﬁ%grvafh/——> #-Xdm ﬁ:vafé? 'the jujus of the child'

jujus child
85 Class 6a

/ﬁzi¢i#vafh/-2iﬁit¢ ﬁﬁvafﬁ? 'the wine of the child'

wine child

86 (Class 7
/éiwiﬁné #-vafﬁ/——nkiifwihné vd%~é7 *the cross of the .
cross child ' child’

87. Class 8

S - < S s
/i{-wamné # vain/—>/I-wdmné vdn-1i/ 'the crosses of the
CTOSSES child . child!
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Ex. 88 <(lass 9
/§-d39 #vain/—>/K-d3%) g-vain] 'the horn of the child’
horn «child
Ex. 89 Ciass 10
/a'sa’-n’-do_fj #vafn-/—-—>'/_§’58/—n/-_d.?/js&/-vai/n-5.3_17 *the horns of
horns child the child'
Ex. 90. (Class 13.
Aﬁﬁf -péj#vafh/«—>ié£§:p§j tafvaih—t§7 '*the jaws of the
iaws child chiid'
Ex. 91 Class 19.
[SE-tdm # vain/—>/3t0"tim ©%vafn-£5] 'the fruit of
fruit child the child!’
From the above illustration, one can make the following
remarks

- Classes 1 and 2 have the same concord element /#$-/. So too is
the case with classes 4 and 10 whose conord element is /sa%/.

- Class 9 has a /¢-/ concord element. -

- The concord marker fpr'class 5 is /&-/ which is different from

its nominal prefix j&-7/. -

For purposes of clarity, a summary of the concord elements for

the various c¢lasses is presented below

Class Concord Element | 6a m-

- o o ks o o e o o




i1) Classes 1 and 2 when collocated with possessives, associati-
ves, demonstratives and numerals are seen to have identical con-

cord elements /é-/.

11i) When nouns of all the classes are collocated with the demcns-
tratives, they are seen to share the identical concord element

/81 |
iv) When nouns of class 3 and 5 are juxtaposed with adjectives,
possessives, associativesand numerals, their concord elements

are /g-/ (for possessives and demonstratives) and A§1/ (for adjec-
tives, associatives and numerals).

v) Classes 4 and 19 have identical concord elements /saf/ (when
collocated with possessives, adjectives, associatives and nume-
rals) and /¢-/ (when collocated with demonstratives).

vi) Nouns of classes 6 and 6a have identical concord elements
- are
/¢-/ and /ﬁ:/ when they/collocated with possessives, adjectives,

associatives, and demonstratives. .

vii) Classes 8 and 9 nouns have identical concord morphemes /é-/
{when tested with possessives and demonstratives) and /fi/ (when
tested with adjectives and .numerals).

viii) Despite the cases of identical concord glements, the rest
of the classes i.e 7, 13 and 19 remain clearly distinct in that
their concord elements are exclusive properties of these classes.

4.2, GENERAL REMARKS,

In this chapter, the discussion has centered on concord.
1
Among grammatical categories chosen for this discussion, it has

been revealed that the demonstrative pronoun manifests a /g-/
concord morpheme for all the classes. It has equally been obser-
ved that some classes have concord morphemes whose morphological
forms are different from those of their nominal prefixes; such
is the case with classes S and 9. In classes 4,10,13 and 19, the
forms of the concord elements /saf/, /&5:/, Jta</ and /ﬁaf/ TES-




pectively are similar to those of their nominal prefixes /aéaﬁ/,
/os’-/, /3% -/ and /3£5~/ except that, in marking concord, these
elements delete the initial vowel (shwa). This may be an indica-
tion that the initial vowel of the prefix will finally be dele-
ted.

It is also significant to note that with some classes
likgh%%g and 5, although they show disparity in noun prefixes,
they/identical concord elements when tested with possessives,and
demonstratives. The nominal prefixes for classes 1,3 and 5 are
/3%, 13-/ and /d:/ respectiVelnPgﬁey all have /$-/ as their
concord element when tested with the afore mentloned categories.

P
Also, classes 5 and 9 with nominal prefixes /a-/ and
i
/N-/ respectively, both have /¢-/ as their concord element when
nouns in these two classes are collocated with possessives and

demonstratives.

Classes 8 and 9 have /f:/ and /&-/ as their nominal
prefixes respectively. But when nouns of these two classes are
collocated with possessives and demonstratives their concord
element is /p-/. When tested with adjectives and numerals, their

. rd
concor element is /i-/.
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CHAPTER ?IVE. GENDER AND SEMANTIC CONTENT.

5.0. INTRODUCTION.

The previous chapter was devoted to the study of con-
cordsystem in Mmen. In this chapter, attention will be paid to
the gender and semantic content of Mmen nouns. Gender as used
here, refers to the relationship between singular nouns and
their plural counterpdrts. For the purpose of this chapter
therefore, nouns will be grouped into singular - plural pairs
in order to confirm the classes established in chapter 3. The
view that nouns be grouped into singular plural pairs 1s shared

by Leroy (1977,p.29) when she says;

" Lonsque Les noms d'une Langue se répartissent

en diggirentes catégonies (classes) et que La ca-
tigonisation est 6£éxionne££e, on peut parlen de
gennes. Plus £éin nous employons £e mot 'genre'
pour désignen une classe ou un appariement de

deux classes L'une singuliire et £'autre plurnielle.”

Anderson, (1980 p.52) shares the .same opinion when he remarks

that :

... most nouns belong to one bﬁ the odd-numbered
séngulan classes and one ¢f Lhe even-numbered plu-
nal classes. This paining o4 a singular with a
plunal class for a given noun hoot 48 called Lts
genden.”

However, some nouns in Mmen will be discovered to have no plu-
ral forms. This will be discussed in detail under section 5.

Gender is a common characteristic of Bantu languages. According

to Welmers {1973 p.l6l) :

e




"In any Bantu Language, most of the noun
pregixes function as membenrs of singular-
plural pairs, though ihe pairing evident

A onﬂgﬂatatiéticaz, not on any fonmal basis;
there 44 noithing that all singular prefixes on
all plural prefixes have in common with each
olhen."

What is striking about gender in Bantu languages is

that it does no pertain to male-female relationship but rather
) to the relationship between singular and plural nouns. This
singular-plural relationship is marked by nominal affixes which

group nouns into various classes.

In discussing gender, the semantic content of nouns
4 will also be taken into consideration. Semantic content used
~ to be a major criterion for determining noun classes but now
Ak semantic content alone connot be a good enough criterion. This
is because semantic traits have either been d}sappearing with
time or becoming so variable that it is now common to find nouns
with various semantic c0ntents in the same class. Talking about
semantic content, Hedinger (1980 p.12) says

" In the past, the Bantu noun classes may have
been based on a semantic classification of nouns,
but now Lt appears.to be a purely arbitrany sysitem
whene in no one class can nouns of only one seman-
tic content can be found.”

. That semantic content is no longer a reliable criterion for

o

noun classification is also expressed by Wiesemann (1984 p.46):

Mles critires sémantiques de classification ayant
dispas, aujournd' hul c'est souvent selon des cnd-
téres purement phonétiques que ces classes sont
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Etablies. Les marnques formelles des classes sont
soil des affixes, soit Les tons.”

5.1. GENDER AND SEMANTIC CONTENT.

To establish gender in Mmen, the affixes as well as
semantic content of various nouns have been tiken into consi-
deration. Some class-ﬁﬁirs show considerable consistency in
terms of semantic coﬁfent but others do not. Based on seman-

tic content, one can distinguishfthe following genders in Mmen.

1/2 made up of exclusively kinship nouns
3/4 made up of mostly mixed nouns

5/6 contains mostly mixed nouns -

6a made up of mass nouns

7/8 contains mostly mixed nouns

9/10 made up of mostly mixed nouns

5/13 contains augmentatives

19/6 contains dimunitives.

Looking at the above genders one sees that genders

-1/2, 6a, 5/13 and 19/6 show some consistency in terms of se-

mantic content. It willﬂhowever,be discovered in later sections
that apart from gender 1/2 which 1s exclusively one -of kinship

nouns, the others do not share this exclusive characteristic.

5.2. DOUBLE AND SINGLE CLASS GENDERS.

In Mmen there are 7 double class genders (1/2, 3/4,

- 5/6, 7/8, 9/10, 5/13 and 19/6)and two single class genders

(5 and 6a). Speaking about double and single class genders
Walters (1980 p.111) has this to say

"Many nouns are members of two classes, one Lo maLk
singular and the othen to mank plural. Some nouns,




- 72 -

howeven, belong to one class. Many of these

are mass nouns, coflective nouns on abstract
nouns. Palrnings of two classes are here rege-
ned ic cs "double class gendens” while tLhe
otherns ane nefenned to as "sdingle class genden”.

Below is a table of double and single class genders in Mmen.

1 > 2
3 > 4
*5\_..\ 5’>6
. -
"‘-.\ ) - -
. e
d 7 N >8
Pl .
-~ ™
- S~
9 — > 10
- ~ .
T
- .7 ~ 5
-
19~ -

Fig 11

The classes marked with asterisks are single class

genders.

5.2.1 DOUBLE CLASS GENDERS.

5.2.1.1. Genqer 1/2.

This gender exclusively designates kinship nouns as

examplified below
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Ex. 43.

1 e{-phﬁ tfather! é}b-phﬁ"" tfathers'
1 )7 F.

2 Sw-ud *person’ oX-3 . ‘people!

3 Sw-d£5F 'wretech’ gﬁ&-d@é@ 'wretches'

4  ZSv-ain *child! §Y-2in 'children'

5 Sv-aku ‘orphan’ gX-ﬁkd 'orphans'

5.2.1.2. Gender. 3/4

Nouns of this gender can be grouped into animate, in
animate and parts of the body nouns as seen below :

- Animate nouns.

Ex. 44
- ;. d
1 gf-pfa 'goat! Fs3-pfd ‘goats'
R
2 -t 3 'cricket! 3Sa -t 5 'crickets!
3-Ye) 327Ysy er
3 F-£oin ‘chief* 583 -f2in 'chiefs'
4 Fpd 'dog" Ss5-pd 'dogs!'
5 5{:5535 "successor’ ;3;35535. ‘successors'

- Inanimate nouns

Ex. 45

. s s 7
1 §-t3? 'palace’ Ss3-t27 ‘palaces’
2 'aﬁkﬁﬁ 'thousand"' g%aikda 'thousands’
3 F-tdm ‘message’ ‘jsgﬁtﬁ% 'messages’
4 F-tsdm *dream! +s¥-tsam *dreams
5 3-s487? ‘case”  3sY-sd? ‘cases'

-'Part of the body nouns

1 -kt tarmpit! ééjzkﬁf tarmpits’
Vd ' Vw4 S
3-tsdn "back” asa-tséh *backs®




f | | | s

5.2.1.3. Gender §/6.

This gender comprises nouns related to plants and mis-

E cellaneous €g.
-Plant related nouns.
Ex. 47,
' 4 ' t / ' T
a-fi farm m=-£4 farms
/ s
4d-ku tforest’ m-ku "forests'
- Miscelianeous nouns.
Ex. 48.
s, 7 .. Ny .
1 a-kum tjuju' m-kum 'jujus'
Vv . v .
2 1-fu 'medecine’- ﬂifu 'medecines’
Fand VA
4 3 i-wus 'gun' m-wis tguns'
Vd y/ Vs - =7
4 i-k/u thed' m-k7a 'beds"

5.2.1.4. Gender 7/8

This gender contains animate and inanimate nouns as follows:

- Animate nouns.
i

Ex. 49,
1 ézkwﬁl; prostitute’ {-kwala "'prostitutes’
Z 5-f§5§h 'cockroach‘ {-£3%3m 'cockroaches'
3 £-£U1 'mouse’ {-fdi 'mice’
4 digfémékés 'frog' fiﬁfyimékés "frogs'
5 §-2a7? 'mushrtoom!' _ ‘jisj?nmshrooms
- Inanimate nouns
Ex. 50
1 d-wimné 'cross' f;wimné 'crosses’
2 d-kd’s tzinc' {-kwds  ‘'zinc' pl
3 g-fate 'a pair of scissors' {-fats tpairs of scissors’




4 , {-Kém "crab’ f:kwém ‘crabs!
£-237 cough' 5-23?  ‘'cough' pl

5.2.1.5. . Gender 9/10, A

This gender consists of animate and miscellaneous

nouns.
- Animate nouns
Ex. 51. i
s e
1 m-bélé '‘caterpillar’ gﬁf—ﬁ;bélé 'caterpillars'
Voo oA .
-goin 'girl? -3331 -goin 'girls'
3 j-gwé7 'seed’ ééétg-gwé? "seeds'
- Miscellaneous nouns.
Ex. 52
' Voo . AR U .
1 m-mal "swelling' 3sa-m-mul 'swellings'
2 ‘A-dim *vagina! +s3 -n-dum ‘vaginas'
L PR
3 j-gain 'proverb’ éég-j-gain 'proverbs!
5. fi-gam ‘week! ééslj-gém 'weeks'
. i ‘ -
6 -gé? "trouble’ £s8--gé ‘roubles!
7 ﬂ:dfj thorn' 'gbi-ﬁ-déj 'horns'

5.2,1.6. Gender 5/13.

This gender groups nouns related to parts of the body,
plants abstract and miscellaneous eg.

- Parts of the body nouns.

Ex. 53.

1 f:pﬁg jaw! jc;-pSQ "jaws'

2 {-tgm 'heart' $tf-t3m 'hearts!

3 {-dwa tstomach’  Ft3'-dwld ‘'stomachs'
4 f-t?j _ 'penis’ 5t5-tij 'penises’
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5.2.1.7. Gender 19/6.

2l
-Plants related.nouns
" Ex. 54.
V4
1 f-fu ‘leaf! éﬁf—fé 'leaves'
f—pf E 'kolanut' é£§:pfﬁ 'kolanuts’!
i
3 f:EI$ 'palm frond' j&;iEfo 'palm fronds'
- Abstract nouns.
Ex. 55.
/ / . . ' g / 1= .
1 1-tDf tintelligence o3-tof intelligence pl.
{-24f *illness' létiizaf 'illnesses'
3 {-f5m 'brain! <5 - £3m 'brains'

This gender consists of nouns that can be grouped into

animal names, plant related and miscellaneous nouns eg.

- Animal names.

Ex. 56,
1 éféztdhﬁ7 tcat! ﬁ;tﬁmﬁ?
2 ;Edlnég ‘bird*® ﬁ-néj
3 Sféipd? 'chimpanzee' ﬁ-pdg
4 a’fa’%:vkj? tchameleon' nll-zfagk:i’?
5 Je-ku ‘rabbit’ m-ki
- Plant related nouns.
Ex. 57.
1 Se5-ka 'tree’ f-ka
P4 V4 . V4 V4
2 3 -tam Tfruit! m-tam
3 Jfg-vé' 'mortar' ﬂ-vg'
L. / / Vd
4 ofd -z3s m-z38

'pepper’

'cats'
'birds'

- 'chimpanzees’
'chameleons'
'‘rabbits!

"trees!
'fruits'
‘mortars'

'pepper' pl.




- Miscellaneous.

Ex. 58.

1 é%glkwég ‘pimple! ﬁ—kwég 'pimples'

2 S8%-ke?13 'button'  M-ke?l3 'buttons’

3 éﬁ;—gfféff"hail stone' ﬁ-y’f@f{ 'hail stones'
4 afgztﬁ? tday! M-ty ? *days'?

5. ;&slpa‘ 'chisel’ ﬁwp‘ 'chisels'

6 3%5139 'god! &155 *gods'

7 3&7- ye1S  rearring glyélg 'earrings’

5.2.2. SINGLE CLASS GENDERS.

There are two single class genders in Mmen. These are
5 and 6a. As has been mentioned in previous sections, nouns

of this class have no plural.

5.2.2.1. Gender. 5.

This gender consists of nouns of group 5c¢c. They can
be grouped into abstracts, mass and countable nouns eg.

- Abstract nouns.

Ex. 59,

1 {;séané 'happlness'
2 {-ts3% 'beauty’

3 fEBﬁ _ 'madness’

2 f—go’j ‘theft'

- Mass Nouns.

Ex. 60.
s~ : .
1-wul 'rain'
e
i-wé ‘grass'




d
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- Countable nouns
Ex. 61.
4 -~ ' 1
1 i-26 quarrel(s)
A , ,
{-f1 eye(s)

5.2.2.2. Gender fa.

Nouns of this class are nouns consits of liquids and

non-liquids eg.

- Liquid nouns.

Ex. 62
s R
1 m—dzij 'urine'
2 ﬂ-déh 'blood!
3 ﬂ-dzﬁﬂ *castor oil'
» _
4 ﬁ-yig ‘breast-milk’
3 m-ts$1 ‘pus’
- Non-liquid nouns
Ex. 63.
1 ﬁlgff Tsoil?
2 ﬂ;kain 'gun-powder'
3 ﬁ-kéj "gravel!

5.3. GENERAL REMARKS.

As regards the discussion on the gender system of

Mmen what stands out clear is that a majority of the genders com-

prise mixed nouns in terms of semantic content. Apart from genders
1/2, 6a and to a lesser degree 5/13 and 19/6 which show conside-
rable consistency in semantic content, the rest of the genders

contain nouns of various semantic origins.




.
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This inconsistency in semantic content explains why
semantic content alone cannot be an adequate and convincing cri-
terion for determininé'noUn classes since it is common to find
nouns with different semantic contents belonging to the same

class.

It is worth while noting that class § nouns need
special attention since in some cases these nouns have their
plurals in class 6, others in class 13 and others still do not
have plurals at all (they are mass nouns). Nouns of class 5
which form their plural in class 6 and 13 constitute double
class genders while those without plurals constitute a single

class gender.




=
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CHAPTER SIX-

6.0. CONCLUSION,

6.1. SUMMARY.

This project set out to describe in detail the Noun
class system of Mmen,

Chapter 1 {the introductory chapter) handled the objec-
tives and significance of this work. In this light, mention was
made of the contributions that thiswil make . to future linguis-
tic studies on Mmen., Secondly, this chapter attempted to situate
Mmen geographically and historically. Here the linguistic area

~of Mmen and its varieties were indicated. Menticn was also

made of the position of Mmen vis-a-vis its neighbours. Histori-
cally, a brief history of Mmen was given espeéially so, as it
helps to explain how the names 'Mmen' and 'Bafmeng' came into
existence. While the name 'Mmen’' was found to owe its existence

to the historical movement of the Mmen pecople from Tsute in Mbonge.
to Mweg (i.e their present site from which is derived the name
Mmen), 'Bafmeng' 1is believed to have been given by people of Bali
origin who came to Mmen as interpreters to the Germans who arri-
ved this region before the first World War. This chapter also dis-
cussed the theories and methods of analysis adopted for this work.
Here, the approaches used were identified to be both structural
and generative, Lastly this chapter attempted a genetic classifi-
cation of Mmen. It was revealed here that Mmen is a ring language
belonging to the Niger-Kordofanian family.

Chapter 2 was dedicated to the sound system of Mmen.
Although phonology does not constitute a major area of concern
in this work, it was deemed necessary that the reader b;Lacquain~
ted with the sound system employed in this_work. In fﬁigﬁperspec~
tive, discussions here centered only on consonants, vowels, tones

and syllable structure of words.




Chapter 3 was devoted to the noun prefixes of Mmen.
Here, the criteria for identifying and distributing nouns into
classes were stated. Noun prefixes were found to constitute one
of the major criteria for this identification and classification.
With the help of these prefixes, a total of 13 noun classes were
identified. These classes are: 1,2,3,4,5,6,6a,7,8,9,10,13 and 19.
However, concord, gender and to a lesser extent semantic content
also played a significant role in the identification and classi-
fication of nouns. In each case that a nominal affix was identi-
fied, its corresponding proto-ring form was indicated. In some
classes, prefixes were seen to have alternants. Where possible,
explanations were given to this effect.

Chapter 4 was concerned with the analysis of the con-
cord system of Mmen. The term concord was used to refer to the
agreement between the head noun and its satellites such as adjec-
tives, possessives, numerals etc. Like noun prefixes, concord
system was seen to constitute one of the major criteria for iden-
tifying and classifying nouns. In this chapter, it was revealed
that while the rest of the classes have concord elements whose
forms are similar to those of their prefixes, classes 5 and 9
have concord morphemes that are different in form from those of
their nominal prefixes. It was also revealed that only classes
7, 13 and 19 remain clearly distinct in the sense that their con-
cord elements are exclusivq properties of these classes.

In chapter 5, .the centre of focus wds -gender and seman-
tic content. A total of nine gender distinctions were identified
in Mmen. Seven of them'(L/Z, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/10 and 19/6) are
double class while two (5c and 6d) are single class genders.

Sem antically, it was discovered that nouns with different seman-
tic contents can belong to one class. However genders 1/2, 6a,
5/13 and 19/6,were found to manifest some degree of consistency

in terms of semantic content.
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S : :
f} Chapter 6, the conclusion gives the summary of the

entire work and at the same time highlights the problems faced

in describing .the noun class system of Mmen. Where possible sug-

Ghan W T,

gestions have been made as to how these problems can be resolved.

dii.

Where no ready solutions were found, these areas were set aside

for future research.

6.2. PROBLEMS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH.

In the course.of this work, a few problems were iden-
tified. In chapter 3, the nouns of class 5 and 8 were discovered
to have alternants in their prefikes. These alternants include
the high vowel_/f:/ and the low vowel /di/ for class 5 and /{i/
and /3-/ for class 8. While a general vowel lowering process
captured by PR.8 (section 3.2.5.) was used to attempt an expla-
nation for the alternation in class 5, no adequate explanation

was found to explain the alternation in class 8. However, the
!g inability to come up with an explanation might have been as a re-
| sult of limited data or absence of an exhaustive phonological
analysis. These suggestions may, however , form the basis for

future research.

Again, in this chapter, the nouns of classes 3 and 9
on the one hand?ﬁdand 10 on the other almost appeared to belong
to two classes. That is, the nouns of classes 3 and 9 seemed to
belong to a single singular class while 4 and 10 seemed to form
the corresponding plural class. Looking at these classes, two

tentative solutions appeared plausible

i} that classes 3,9,4 and 10 constitute four different classes

ii} that they can be combined to form two classes only with 3 and
8 forming the singular of 4 and 10.

However, with the help of prefixes, concord and gender, an adhoc
conclusion was arrived at; that classes 3,4,8 and 10 are four dif-

ferent classes.(see chapter 3: section 3,2.11).




Chapter 5 revealed that apart from genders 1/2, 6a,
5/13 and 19/6 which exhibit some degree of consistency in terms
of semantic content, the rest of the classes are mostly pairs
of mixed nouns. It was equally observed that the nouns of class
S5a and 5b have morphologically marked plural forms while those

of class 5¢c lack such forms.

%

It is the hope that this work will be of grent value
to linguists who might have to work on Mmen. The work, however,
cannot be said to be exhaustive; &$ such any loopholes in it

can be used as bases for future linguistic research.
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