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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0. I N T R O D U C T I O N  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  noun c lass  
sys t em of h e n .  The c h a p t e r  e s s e n t i a l . l ; l  f o c u s e s  on t h e  o b j e c t i -  
Y E S  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  f i e l d  work and  n ic t todology and  a n a l y t i -  
tal methods a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g e o - h i s t o  i ~ a l  s ~ t u a t l o n  o f  Mmen. 
The g c n e t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  Mmen i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  t o  e n a b l e  
the r e a d e r  a c q u a i n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  and  group o f  l a n g u a -  
g e s  t o  which Minen b e l o n g s .  

J--p?y_. .- 

1.1. OBJECTIVES AND SIGNIFICANCE O F  THE STUDY. 

The aim o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  endeavour  i s  t o  a t t e m p t  a 
d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  noun c l a s s  s y s t e m  o f  Mmen. D i s c u s s i o n s  
w i l  c e n t r e  f i r s t  on t h e  v a r i o u s  noun c l a s s e s  and  t h e i r  r e s p e c -  
t i v e  p r e f i x  marke r s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  s i n g u l a r - p l u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
( g e n d e r )  between d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d .  L a s t l y ,  
t h e  concord  sys t em,  which  i n v o l v e s  t h e  ag reemen t  between noun 
c l a s s  and  o t h e r  g r a m m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  l i k e  a d j e c t i v e s ,  d e t e r -  
m i n e r s ,  n u m e r a l s ,  e t c  w i l l  be t r e a t e d .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y :  

i )  P r o v i d e  d z t a  f o r  d e s i g n i n g  p r i m e r s  t o  b e  u sed  i n  t e a c h i n g  
and  l e a r n i n g  t h e  Mmen l a n g u a g e ,  
i i) Lay a f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  s t u d y  of  t h e  s y n t a x  o f  t h e  
noun p h r a s e  i n  Mmen, and  
i i i )  Add more t o  g e n e r a l  l i n g u i s t i c  knowledge by c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  Cameroonian l a n g u a g e s .  I f  t h e s e  
g o a l s  a r e a t t a i n e d  i t  is '  hoped,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  and 
s t a n d a r d i s i n g  Cameroonian l anguages  w i l l  be  s p e d  up. 

1 . 2 .  GEO-HISTORICAL SITUATION. 

Minen i s  spoken  i n  Wum C e n t r a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n  i n  Menchum 
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D i v i s i o n  by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Mmen o r  Bafmeng. Mmen i s  l o c a t e d  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  c a s t  o f  Wum c e n t r a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n  on t h e  r o a d  t o  Fun- 
dong ( c a p i t a l  o f  Fundong s u b - d i v i s i o n )  i n  Boy0 D i v i s i o n .  D i a l e c t s  
of  blmen i n c l u d e  Cha?, Nyos, Kuk and  Kung. 

Accord ing  t o  Agha Grace  ( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  Mmcn h a s  a p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  a b o u t  s i x t y  thousand  i n h a b i t a n t s .  L i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  
o f  t h e  Nor th  West p r o v i n c e ,  Mmen h a s  f a r m i n g  a s  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  

1 o c c u p a t i o n .  The p e o p l e  o f  main c a r r y  o u t  p r i n c i p a l l y  s u b s i s t e n c e  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c u l t i v a t i n g  c r o p s  l i k e  cocoyams, b a n a n a s ,  maize 
e t c .  T h e i r  s o l e  c a s h  c r o p  i s  c o f f e e  and i t  i s  n o t  e v e n  produced  
i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s .  h i t h  t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  muslims i n t o  t h e  
a r e a ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  male p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  embarked on c a t t l e  r e a r i n g .  

Apar t  from f a r m i n g ,  t h e  economy of  Mmen h a s  a l so  s e e n  
t h e  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n t e r - t r i b a l  t r a d e .  The p e o p l e  o f  Minen 
t r a d e  w i t h  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  l i k e  Neb, K u m ,  Kom, Bum e t c  m o s t l y  
i n  f o o d s t u f f  e s p e c i a l l y  maize  arid groudni i t s  which a r e  abundant  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  The p e o p l e  o f  Mmcn s e l l  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e i r  c r o p s  t o  the muslims who p r e f e r  l o o k l n g  a f t e r  c a t t l e  
t o  working o n  the farm.  
t h e  two g roups  o f  p e o p l e  have  c a u s e d  t h e  h i t h e r - t o  i n t i m a t e  r e -  
l a t i o n s  between t h e  musl ims and  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Mmen t o  dwind le  
c o n s i d e  ra1) 1 y . 

The 1 9 9 1  l a n d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 

Tha s p e a k e r s  o f  Mmen a r e  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Mmen 
o r  Bafmeng. However, t h e y  seem t o  p r e f e r  Mmen t o  Bafmcng. Accor- 
d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  on t h e  f i e l d ,  when t h e  Germans 
f i r s t  a r r i v e d  Mmen b e f o r e  t h e  First World War t h e y  b r o u g h t  
a l o n g  B a l i  p e o p l e  who s e r v e d  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  The B a l i  p e o p l e  
r e f e r r e d  t o  Mmen as "Bafmeng". "Ba" i n  B a l i  p r o b a b l y  means "peo- 

p l e "  and  "Bafmeng" t h e r e t o r e  / means "peop le  o f  Mmen". If  t h i s  
, i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t rue ,  t h e n  i t  c o u l d  be conc luded  t h a t  t h e  B a l i  

v o c a b u l a r y  p l a y e d  il v i t a l  r o l e  i n ' m o d i f i y i n g  t h e  name of t h i s  
rc 'p ion .  

..~'. 

On t h e  f i e l d ,  many p e o p l e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  w i s h  t o  go back 



t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  name- "Mmen". T h i s  w i s h o w e s  much t o  t h e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  a t t a c h m e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  have t o  t h e  name 
"Mmen" . 

h e n  O w e s  i t s  o r i g i n  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  movement t h a t  
b rough t  them t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s i t & .  
t h e  word "Mweng" which means " t o  wade o n e s  way t h r o u g h  g r a s s " .  
T h i s  e x p l a i n s  how t h e  p e o p l e  came t o  s c t t l e  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e ;  
t h e  p l a c e  was comple t e  bush  and t h e y  had  t o  wade t h e i r  way t h r o u g h  
t h i s  bush .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h i s  movement, t h e y  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  
i n  T s u t e  i n  Mbonge r e a r  Nyos. From h e r e  t h e y  moved t o  N d e - t e ,  
t h e n  t o  Nde-wum and f i n a l l y  t o  Kweng. 

To them, "Mmen" comes from 

Accord ing  t o  N k w i  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  Mmen f a l l s  among t h e  p a t r i -  
g roups  where s u c c e s s i o n  i s  th rough  u t e r i n e  l i n e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a 
p e r s o n  i s  s u c c e e d e d  a t  d e a t h  by a b l o o d  b r o t h e r  o r  a s i s t e r ' s  son .  
Accord ing  t o  him, Mmen which f a l l s  u n d e r  t h e  chap  group,  came 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  sclme m i g r a t i o n  movements 
t h a t  b r o u g h t  Kom, I s u  and Bafu t  t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s i t e .  
n e i g h b o u r i n g  t r i b e s  and  v i l l a g e s  o f  Mmen a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  have  
immigra ted  from somewhere. 

A l l  

1.3. MMEN AND H E R  KEIGHBOURS. 

kliiicn i s  bounded t o  t h e  n o r t h  by Bum, t o  t h e  s o u t h  
by Konr and Babanki  and  t o  t h e  n o r t h  e a s t  by OKU and Aghem. A 
l o t  o f  c u l t u r a l  and  l i n g u i s t i c  s i m i l a r i t i e s  e x i s t  between Minen 
and  h e r  n e i g h b o u r s .  C u l t u r a l l y ,  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  have come as 
a r e s u l t  of a n c i e n t  i n t e r - t r i b a l  w a r s ,  t r a d e  and even m a r r i a -  
ges t h a t  h a v e  l e d  t o  p e o p l e  moving i n t o  o t h e r  t r i b e s  e i t h e r  a s  
s l a v e s  c a p t u r e d  i n  w a r s o r  j u s t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  wi sh  t o  marry  o u t -  
s i d e  o n e ' s  t r i b e .  L i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  Mnren l anguage  and he r  n e i g h -  
b o u r s  s h a r e  some d e g r e e  of  mutua l  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  e s p e -  
c i a l l y  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  Koip, Bum and Aghem. In t h e  c a s e  o f  Kom and 

ivimen f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  .it was r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  s i m i l a r i t y  is v e r y  

. .  
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pronounced a t  t h e  l c v e l  o f  l e x i c a l  i t e m s  a s  t h e s e  examples  b e -  
low show: 

E x . 1  

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
S 

9 

1 0  
11 
1 2  
13 
14 
1s 

- Kom 

, 
m u  

b ;m 
s ani 
turn 

, 
/ 

G l o s s  

t r e e '  
' k i n g '  
' s o n g '  
I' f r u  i t 
' c a t '  
' book '  
' g i r l '  
' t r o u b l e  ' 
r s i v c l l i n g '  
' w a t e r  ' 
' h o r n '  
' p o t a t o .  ' 
' b u i  I d  ' 
' t r z n s f e r '  
' s e n d '  

I , b o  THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AIJD M E T H O D O L O ~ Y  I 

1 . 4 . 1 .  THEORETICAL FRAMEWOKX. 

I n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  work, 
t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  a p p r o a c h  o f  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  was employed. I n  t h i s  
r e s p e c t ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  v a -  
r i o u s  sound components  t h a t  combine t o  form words.  Consequen- 
t l y ,  words were b r o k e n  up i n t o  morphemes ( i . e .  s t ems  and  a f f i -  
xes). X i t h  t h e  wards  b roken  up i n t o  s t e m s  and  a f f i x e s ,  t h e s e  
two l e v e l s  were examined and the,  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between them 
e x p l a i n e d .  Commenting on t h e  a n a l y s i s  of words ,  Nida(1949 p.382) 
n o t e s  t h n t :  "Morphemes a r e  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  compar ison  o f  d i f f e -  
rent forms."  
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Where e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  p h o n o l o g i c z l  phenomena were 
n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  was a p p l i e d .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  
has t h e  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  o n l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  c h a n g e s  
t h a t  o c c u r  i n  a word b u t  a l s o  draws s i g n i f i c a n t  l i n g u i s t i c  gene-  
r a l i s a t i o n s  by p r o v i d i n g  r u l e s  t h a t  c a p t u r e  t h e  changes  t h a t  

o c c u r  i n  t h e  sounds  and  words o f  a l a n g u z g e .  

1 . 4 . 2 .  METHODOLOGY.  

To o b t a i n  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  " Ibadan  Word 
L i s t  of  4 0 0  Basic i t ems"  c o n t a i n i n g  2 4 9  nouns  was u s e d .  However, 
owing t o  r e s e a r c h  i m p e r a t i v e s ,  t h i s  l i s t  was m o d i f i e d  s u c h  t h a t  
i n  a l l ,  a t o t a l  o f  4 0 0  nouns was o b t a i n e d .  The d a t a  e l i c i t a t i o n  
p r o c e d u r e  c o n s i s t e d  i n  c l i c i t a t i n g  d i r e c t  t r a n s l a t i o n a l  e q u i v a -  
l e n t s  i n  Mmen on t h e  l i s t .  The l i s t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  o t h e r  l e x i c a l  
c a t e g o r i e s  such  a s  v e r b s ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  e t c  t h a t  
were  c o l l o c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  headnoun i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  con- 

c o r d  sys t em.  

Language h e l p e r s  c o n t a c t e d  h e r e  i n  Yaounde were a l l  
n a t i v e s  o f  h e n  who had  s p e n t  most  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  i n  Mmen. The 
o l d  and  young a s  w e l l  as t h e  e d u c a t e d  and  uneduca ted  were con-  
t a c t e d  f o r  d a t a  e l i c i t a t i o n .  The main i n f o r m a n t  Ndong G a b r i e l ,  
aged  23 was st t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  r e s i d e n t  i n  Yaounde. 
H i s  m a s t e r y  of  E n g l i s h  and a s l i g h t  knowledge of  Kom, t h e  r e s e a r -  
c h e r ' s  mother  t o n g u e ,  was o f  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e .  

The main medium of  communica t ion  on  t h e  f i e l d  was 
, E n g l i s h  s i n c e  i t  was t h e  code  s h a r e d  by r e s e a r c h e r  and i n f o r -  

man t s .  A t  t i m e s , h o w e v e r  , i t  became v e r y  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  use P i -  
d g i n  E n g l i s h  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  i n f o r m a n t  was n o t  v e r y  l i t e r a -  

t e .  

cr  i 
t h e  

In a n a l y s i n g  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  Kadima (1969 p .82)  

e r i a  o f  noun c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was e x p l o i t e d .  He h o l d s  t h a t  
existence of  classes c a n  be d e t e r m i n e d  by c o n s i d e r i n g  con-  

9 .  

. .  . 
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cord, form of the prefix and gender : 

In analysing the data for this work, sometimes it 
became necessary to l o o k  at the semantic content of words. But 
it must be noted here that semantic content used to be a major 
criterion for determining class but today it is no more a major 
criterion since it is now common to find nouns with different 
semantic contents in the same class. 

1 . 5 .  GENETIC CLASSIFICATION. 

h e n  is a Grassfield Bantu language belonging to the 
Niger-Kordofanian family. Under the Grassfield Bantu languages, 
izimen belongs to the Western Grassfield and particularly to the 
Ring g r o u p  that c o v e r s  areas o f  Bui, Mezam, Dongo-Montung and 
Menchum Divisions. The Ring group is itself further divided 
into west, centre, east and south languages. In this further 
distribution, Mmen belongs to the centre languages. 

In his classification of the Niger-Kordofanian lan- 
guages, Grimes (1984) classifies the Ring group under the Bantu 
family as follows : 



N i g e r  - Kordofan ian  
I 
1 
I 

4 
N i g e r  Congo 

! 
i 
3 

Benue i 
1 
1 
! * 

Banto 
1 
I 

& 
Ban 

1 
1 

i 
3 

Ring 
I 
t 
1 
1 
3 

Mmen 

Congo 

d 

U 

F i g .  1 

Meanwhile,  A t l a s  L i n g u i s t i q u e  du  Camcroun, c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  Ring 
l a n g u a g e s  u n d e r  G r a s s f i e l d  Bantu ;  a s u b - g r o u p  of  Bantu a s  f o l l o w s :  

Benue Congo 

* 
Banto id  

1 
1 
1 

I 
1 
1 
1 * 

Bantu 
I 
I 
1 * 

G r a s s f i e l d  Bantu 

Ring 
! 

Fig  2 .  
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SO TH 
E ST 

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  A t l a s  L i n g u i s t i q u e  du  Cameroun i s  p r e -  
f e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  g i v e s  more d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
King g r o u p  a s  t h e  d i a g r a m  below i l l u s t r a t e s  : 

1 CENTRE 

I 

Kuk 

SOURCE: ALCAM 1 9 8 3  F i g . 3  







, 7  
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1 . 6 .  OUTLINE O F  WORK. 

T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  c h a p t e r s . T h e  i n t r o -  
d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  e n d e a v o u r ,  t h e  g e o - h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  Mmen, 
g e n e t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and scope  and  methodology.  The c h a p t e r  
e n d s  w i t h  an  o u t l i n e  o f . t h e  e n t i r e  work. 

C h a p t e r  two t r e a t s  t h e  sound s y s t e m  o f  Mmen. T h i s  i s  
a n  a t t e m p t  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  
o f  Mmtn. I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  c o n s o n a n t s ,  v o w e l s ,  t o n e s  and s y l l a -  
be s t r u c t u r e  of  words have been r ev iewed .  

C h a p t e r  t h r e e  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  noun p r e f i x e s  of Mmen. 
I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s c u s s  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  
p r e f i x e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s ,  

C h a p t e r  f o u r  i s  conce rned  w i t h  t h e  c o n c o r d  sys t em.  Th i s  
ci1;ipte-r h i g l i l i g l i t s  t h e  e lci i ients  t h a t  mark agreement  between t h e  
lieiidnoun and  i t s  s a t e l l i t e s  such  a s  n u m e r a l s ,  p o s s e s s i v e s ,  demons- 
t r a t i v e s ,  a d j e c t i v e s  e t c .  Chap te r  f i v e  examines g e n d e r  and s e -  

m e n t i c  c o n t e n t  o f  Mmen nouns .  Here e a c h  c l a s s  h a s  been  f u r t h e r  d i -  
v i d e d  i n t o  g r o u p s  o f  nouns t h a t  have  t h e  same s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t .  
C h a p t e r  s i x  which i s  t h e  l a s t ,  i s  t h d  c o n c l u s 2 o n .  I t  i s  a gene-  
r a l  summary o f  what h a s  been  t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The r e s u l t s  
o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  and s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  

I 
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CHAPTER TWO : THE S O U N D  SYSTEM O F  MMEN, 

2 . 0 .  INTRODUCTION. 

T h i s  c h a p t e r  r e v i e w s  t h e  sound sys t em o f  Mmen. I n f a c t ,  

phonology d o c s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a ma jo r  t o p i c  of  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  
t h i s  work. The c h a p t e r  i s  o n l y  intend_ed t o  a c q u a i n t  t h e  r e a d e r  
w i t h  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  t o  be e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h i s  work. I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be p a i d  
o n l y  t o  a r e v i e w  o f  c o n s o n a n t s ,  v e w e l s ,  t o n e s  and s y l l a b l e  s t r u c -  
t u r e  o f  words.  

2 . 1 .  SOU'ND SYSTEM O F  MPiEN. 

The sound s y s t e m  o f  Mmcn c o n s i s t s  o f  2 7  c o n s o n a n t s ,  
9 vowels  a s  opposed t o  28 c o n s o n a n t s  and 8 vowels  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
Aghc (1987 p .33 ,58)  and  f i v e  t o n e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be  devo-  
t e d  t o  a r ev iew o f  t h e s e  segments  and any ncw f i n d i n g s  w i l l  be 
i n d i c a t e d  ~ 

2 . 1 . 1 .  CONSONANTS. 

A s  ment ioned  above ,  Mmen has  a t o t a l  of 2 7  c o n s o n a n t s  
a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  below : 

Ex: 1 

Phoneine ( I P A ]  

1 P  
2 b  
5 bv 

4 Pf 
S f  
6 v  
7 m  

Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss  

P bP J ' dog '  
b a'f;b16 ' p a i n '  
bV bvdf ' a s k '  

' f a i n t i n g  f i t '  P f  Zpff: 0 

:f< ' m e d i c i n e s '  
5va'in ' c h i l d '  

f 

m m $ 7  ' o n e '  
V 

I .  ..,,.. 
1 

. .  



8 n  
Y t  

1 0  d 
11 s 
1 1  2 

1 3  1 
1 4  t s  
15 dz 
1 6  S 

173 
18 t S  
1 9  d3 

2 0  P 
21 3 

24 8 

2 2  K 
2 3  g 

2 5  Y 
I 

2 b  w 
2 7  ? 

n 
t 

d 
S 

2 

1 

t S  

dz 
Sh ( 5 )  

3 h ( Z )  
ch(?) 

j 

N Y  (a 
3 
K 

w 
9 

I 
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J'f 5 2  
It so 

' h o r n '  
' i n t e l l i g e n c e '  
' v a g i n a '  
' h a p p i n e s s '  
' s u g a r - c a n e '  
' i n s u l t  ' 
' d rum'  
' knee  ' 
' s o a p '  

'? ' g o d '  
'mouth ' 
' s o n g '  
' a n i m a l  ' 
'week '  
' z i n c '  

c h e s  t' 
' m z t '  
' e a r r i n g  ' 
' g r a s s '  
q u a r t e r  ' 

The v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  f r i c a t i v e  - -  / - X  ? found i n  Agha ' s  l i s t  
of  c o n s o n a ~ i t s  was n o t  a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  d z t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  
work. Agha has  i t  i n  one word o n l y  - /&Yd'? - meaning p e o p l e .  I n  
t h i s  work, t h e  vo iced  v e l a r  f r i c a t i v e  - -  / %  7 was found i n  t h e  
p l a c e  o f  - -  /-X 7 i n  - /Lz33'-? meaning 'people . ' .  The o c c u r e n c e  o f  / x /  
i n s t e a d  o f  / X / i n  - /a"&/-? i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  b e c a u s c ) i s  a common 
phenomenon f o r  sounds t o  b e  s t r r n g t h e n e d  i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  - /x-? i s  w i d e l y  a t t e s t e d  i n  Mmen a s  t h e  examples  below 
i l l u s t r a t e  : 

I 

Ex: 2 .  
1 5x3' ' p e o p l e  



4 I 

4 a'€LX;3 'vein' 

5. ' j e a 1 ou s>- ' 
6 ;$3 1 f acces ' 

7 SfjJ ig k j 7  h 
chamelec:: ' 

B~.~~ is a chart containiI1S  kc:^ consonants. 

Labio- 1 Labio- 
Bilabial Dental X-..-h-hr Pre-Palatal Palatal Velar Glottal velar 

>lace of Art I 
lanner of Art 1 

i ? 

Fig. 4. 

2 . 1 . 2 .  CONSONANT M O D I  FICATION . 
Few cases o f  consonant modification exist in Mmen. Th6se 

are palatalization, labialization, aspiration and homorganic nasal 
assimilation. 

i) palntalization; SKmCtimeS in Mme;1, it happens that the vowel 
f e a t u r e  o f  highness - /: high7, - is superimpo;ed on a preceding con- 
sonant. This superimposition only takes place in the environments 
of  high vowels as seen in the examples below: 
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E x :  3 .  Phoneme Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss 

' c h i n '  
i n s u l t  

' s i g n '  

1 kY kY 

2 SY SY 

3 t Y  chY tJ YL+' 

T h i s  p r o c e s s  c a n  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e .  

pn 1 : C 
\I > CY /- - / - +  h i g h ?  - 

i i)  L a b i a l i z a t i o n :  I t  hnppcns t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  vowel q u a l i t y  o f  
l i p - r o u n d i n g  - / '+  round?  - c a n  be  supe r imposed  on a c o n s o n a n t  i n  
t h e  environiricnt o f  - h i g h  vowels  e g .  

Ex'. 4 .  Phoneme Grapheme Mmen Example Gloss  

/ 

/ /  
1 t w  t w  i t w a s  ' spoons  ' 
2 kw kw ikwnm 

3 P W  gw ' s e e d '  

4 l w  l w  'pa lm f r o n d s '  

' c r a b s '  

The l a b i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  c a n  be c a p t u r e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e  

PK 2 C > Cw / -; /--h;ghj - - 

iii) A s p i r a t i o n :  T h i s  i s  a p r o c e s s  by which  t h e  c o n s o n a n t  f e a -  
t u r e  o f  f r i c a t i v e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  a t  t h e  g l o t t i s  - /: asE?is s u p e r i m -  
posed  on a c o n s o n a n t  a t  morpheme boundary  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
examples  below : 

Ex. 5 .  Phoncme Grapheme Mnien Example G l o s s  

1 Ph Ph Lp h aj 'compound' 

2 P h  Ph S p h s  f u t h e r  ' 
3 kh kh s 'khi .  3 ' boundarys t em '  

4 k h  k h  Skha'khi; ' f l y '  

T h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  c a p t u r e d  by the  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e  : - 
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iv) Homorganic nasal assimilation: In this process, 3. nasal 
consonant - /r j? takcs up the features of  the following Or31 con- 
sonant. 
attested in classes 6, 6 3  and 9, this assimilation process is 
only attested with class 9 nouns as illustrated below : 

It must be noted here that although syllabic nasals a r e  

'swelling' 
'caterpillar' 
'horn' 
'potato' 
'song' 
'intestine' 
'moon' 
'week' 
'seed' 
'girl' 

This assimilation p r o c c s s  can be captured by the r u l e .  

2 . 1 . 3 .  VOWELS. 

Mmen has 3 front, 3 central and 3 back vowels. The 
front vowels are high, mid-high and mid-low; the Cmtra1 are 
high, mid-high and low while ths back ones arc high, niid-high 
and mid-low. The 9 vowels are exemplified in the data below. 

Gloss Ex. 7 .  Vowel Mmen Example - 
1 i m - y 2 3  'breast-milk' 
2 e $f$n6 'boil'(n0un) 
- I c u c 1 a s s '  
s E 
4 U. , Skw515 

I'r 2 
'prostitute' 
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5 3 z;f;l: ' s t a r '  

6 U a/k& ' j u j u '  
+ n/d z :s ' knee ' 7 

8 0 f lW6 ' b r i d g e '  
9 3 6d 53 ' h o r n '  

I n  Agha's (1987)  l i s t  o f  vowel t h e  c e n t r a l  h i g h  vo -  
w e l s  - -  /: 7is c o n s p i c u o s l y  a b s e n t .  From t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  
t h i s  work, t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  g o t  i s  t h a t  s h e  must have r e p l a c e d  
- -  / - +  7 w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  mid -h igh  vowel 15-7. But a s  t h e  examples  
below i l l u s t r a t e ,  t h e  two vowels  a r e  d i s t i n c t  phonemes. 

Ex. 8 .  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Example Gloss 

' c r a b '  

' w i n d i n g s h e e t '  

l'p a' ' p i t '  

aP+  

m'1: 'wine ' 
i l b  ' foam '  

' caniwood' ,- 

From t h e  above e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  one  r e a  i s e s  h a t  t h e  o c c u r e n c  

o f  L-+ - 7 and  - -  /a 7 i s  c o n t r a s t i v e ,  t h u s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a change  i n  
mtan ing .  The c o n c l u s i o n  t h e r e f o r 6  is t h a t  t h e y  a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  
sounds .  

These 9 vowels  can  be r e p c e s e n t e d  i n  a c h a r t  a s  f o l l o w s :  

FRONT CESTRAL BACK 

HIGH i + U 

MID -HI GH e 0 a 
M I D - L O W  E 3 

LOW a 

F i g . 5 .  

- 
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2.1.4. TONES. 

I 
Tone i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  l anguage  s t u d y ,  espa-  I 

c i a l l y  Bantu l a n g u a g e s .  Accord ing  t o  Wiesemann, U r s u l a  e t  a 1  I 

I 

(1983 p.85)  t o n e  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

"Le .tun ut La h a t h u t  he&Lt.bJe de La voix 
pendunt L'exEcLLtion d 'un  6on.  V ' o t i  L'emmpLoi 

du itenme " m ~ n i c d "  poun Le diLtenm.Lnen". 

From t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t o n e  d e a l s  w i t h  m u s i c a l  
h e i g h t .  T h i s  m u s i c a l  h e i g h t  marks l e x i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  i . e ;  i t  
h e l p s  i n  drawing  d i s t i n c t i o n s  betwecn words.  T h i s  view i s  a g a i n  
s h a r e d  by Wieseinann, U r s u l z  e t  a 1  (1953,  p . 9 0 )  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
words : 

T h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  below i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples  

Ex. 9 ~ Example 
\ 

1 ndllm 

2 n'd6m 

Gloss  

vagina.  ' 
' r o a d '  

3 XdG ' h o r n '  
\ \  

4 n d > j  ' P O  t a t o  , " 
ir 

5 i d y J  'moon'  

6 n 3 > 3  ' b e e r  

Minen m a n i f e s t s  f i v e  t o n e s ,  t h r e e  l e v 6 1  and  two con-  
t o u r .  The l e v e l  t o n e s  a r e  h i g h  I-/-], mid L k ? ,  and  l o w  Li-7 
w h i l e  t h e  c o n t o u r  t o n e s  compr i se  r i s i n g  - -  /-v ? and f a l l i n g  _ -  /A?. 
The f i v e  t o n e s  are  e x e m p l i f i e d  below : 

c 
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Ex. 10. 
Tone - f :eature  

1 - / '7 High (H) 

2 - /+? Mid ( V I )  

3 _. / - i-7 Low (L) 

4 L-v-7 R i s i n g  (R) 

5 - / A-7 f h l l i n g  ( F )  

h e n  Example Gloss  

,$pL ' dog '  

n /dz  ' h o u s e '  

'week '  

,' i n t e s t i n e  ' 
' t r e e '  

Accord ing  t o  a n a l y s i s  drawn from d a t a  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  
work, h i g h  and low t o n e s  have a v e r y  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  occurcnce  
a s  opposed t o  m i d ,  f a l l i n g  and r i s i n g  ton65  which have  a r e l a t i -  
v e l y  low f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r c n c e .  

2 . 1 . 5 .  SYLLABLE STRUCTURE. 

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  words i n  
bIrncn i s  e s s e n t i a l  a s  i t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  b r e a k i n g  up  o f  words 
i n t o  a f f i x e s  and r o o t s . . T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  o f  t h e  noun niorphology. Accord ing  t o  Wiesemann, U r s u l a  e t  
a 1  ( 1 9 8 3  p . 6 4 ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a  c a n  be  u s e d  i n  d e f i n i n g  
a s y l l a b l c  : 

I:roin the. above  it  follows t h a t  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  a s y l l a b l e  i s  n o t  

o n l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a vowel b u t  a l s o  t o  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l s  as well.  
In  hnen ,  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l s  a r c  a t t e s t c d  i n  c l a s s e s  6 ,  6a and  9 .  
I n  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l s  f u n c t i o n  a s  nominal  p r e -  
f i x e s .  S y l l a b l e s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  r o o t s  o f  words 

ii 
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but also affixes. 

The commonest structure of a syllable consists of a 
consonant arid a vowel (CV). This view is shared by Malberg 
(1963 p .  1 2 9 )  in the following quotation ; 

Bcczusc thc CV syllable type i s  g c n c r a l  in a11 languages, whene- 
vcr the syllable takes a structure other than this, problems 
arise in the exact determination of syllable boundaries. Spea- 
king on this issue, Hyman (1975 p.188) s z y s  : 

" Whenevm LafiguapA have by.&kb& Zypen ofhen 
.than C V ,  cumpPicatiolZn ahine i n  .the exact d d e n -  
n u n d o n  06 6yUabt.e b o u n d d u . "  

In Mmen, roots are usually of CV or CVC structure 
while affixes are V, C ,  VCV a s  illustrated below. 

Ex. 11. 
Word 

' /  1 mfu 
2 bpG 

/ /  3 1 f u  
4 a'sdndi 
5 Sfa'tLm 
6 n / d j j  
7 gim 
8 ak6m 

I 

3 8  

9 gs'Sdnd3 

Affix 

/ m- 
a'- 

$2' - 
$fa'- 

/ 
1- 

/ n- 

5- 8 

a- 
a's$ - 

Root Structure 

cv 
cv 
cv 
CV 

cvc 
cvc 
cvc 
cvc 
cvc 

Affix Ltruc- 
ture. 

C 

V 

V 

vcv 
vcv 
C 

C 

V 

vcv 

Gloss 

'medecines' 

- 

'clog' 
'medecine' 
' houses 
'fruit' 
'horn' 
'week' 
'juju' 
'horns' 
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As seen from the above data, some plurals are formed 
by a pre-prcfix type of affixation. This means that the plural 
affix o f  some nouns (eg numbers 4 end 9) is attached to the 
singular morphsme marker which is a syllabic nasal. Pluraliza- 
tion by this type of affixation is found with class 10 nouns 
(see chapter 3 ,  section 3.2.11. 

The above data reveals that a syllable in Mmen can 
either be open or closed. Open syllables cnd in a vowel while 
closed ones end in a consonant. This position is affirmed by 
Hyman (1975 p.188) when he notes : 

Prcscnted below is an illustration of open and closed syllables. 

Ex.  1 2 .  
O p e n  - 
/ /  1 mfu 

2 44 
3 <fu' 

4 dPh3 

5 Ad$ 

6 atu 

7 akwalz 

/ /  

/ \  

8 b/wu 3 

Gloss Closed 

'medicines' q .'d;g 
'dog' 10 Ad>J 

11 g5m 

' father ' 1 2  akum 

'intestine' 13 $khi 

head 14 $iLm 

*prostitute" 1 5  i f 3 m  

per son ' 16 <IE? 

3 ' medic ine ' 
/ /  

/ /  

G l o s s  

' horn ' 
'potato.' 

'week' 

'juju' 

'boundary stem' 

'thousand' 

'brain 

bamboo 
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2 . 2 .  G E N E R A L  REMARKS. 

In this chapter, the sound system of Mmen has been 
reviewed. Specizl attention was paid to the idcntification of 
consonants, vowels, tones and syllable structure. 

Attempts were made t o  distinguish between the vioce- 
less velar fricative - -  /-X 7 and its voiced counterpart - /-$-?. It 
was concluded that - -  / - X  7is not attested in h e n ,  that it is ins- 
tead /&?that is attested. The researcher was pushed on to draw 
this conclusion by the realisation that / -  7 is widely attested 
in h e n ,  while - -  /'X 7 found by Agha,(li)S7 p .  3 8 , 5 8 ) ,  is attested 
in one word only. Furthermore, even in this lone word - /s'xY_d7, it 
is seen that - -  / ' X  ?to be voiced since it is a common phenomenon 
for sounds  to be strengthened intervocally. The failure of L-X-7 
to be strengthened makes the existence of - -  /-X Tin this position 
highly questionable. However, this researcher concluded that - -  / - X  7 
does not exist in Mmcn. 

- 8- 

Discussions in this chapter also centered on consonant 
modification and four oustanding modifications, palatalization, 
labialization, aspiration and homorganic nasal assimilation were 
identified. Homorganic nasal assimilation was discovered to be 
attested only with nouns of class 9. 

As regards vowels, the central high vowel - -  / - +  ? absent 
in Agha's (1987) list of vowels was found to be attested in the 
data used for this work. Discussions here focused on the fact 
that Agha might have mistaken - -  /: 7 for the central mid-high vo- 
wels - -  / s  7 because in words i n  which - -  / %  7 is attested Agha used 
but - /-+-?. However, a tentative conclusion was arrived at; that 
- /-+-? and - -  /a  lare contrastive and are thus two separate phonemes. 
This conclusion was drawn after an examination of the occurences 
of - -  / - +  7 and - -  /a 7 as  il-lustrated in section 2.1.3. 
this chapter. 

(Ex.7)  of 
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The s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Mincn words  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d .  
The d i s c u s s i o n s  h e r e  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a f f i x e s  
and  r o o t s .  The s t r u c t u r e  of  r o o t s  was s e e n  t o  b e  e i t h e r  CV o r  
CVC which makes i t  q u i t e  s i i np le  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a f f i x  
wh ich  i s  C ;  V ;  and VCV. The s y l l a b l e  was s e e n  t o  be  a t t e s t e d  
n o t  o n l y  i n  v o w e l s .  b u t  a l s o  i n  s y l l a b i c  n a s a l s .  L a s t l y  m e n t i o n  

:] 

I 

was made o f  o p e n  a n d  c l o s e d  s y l l a b i c  t y p e s .  i 

I 

1 
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CHAPTER THREE: NOUN C L A S S  PREFIXES OF MMEN, 

3 . 0 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  t r e a t s  t h e  noun c l a s s  p r e f i x e s  of  Mmen. 
However, b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  t h i s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  i n d i c a t e  
what i s  meant by a Bantu l a n g u a g e  a s  t h i s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  throw 
l i g h t  on t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w .  G u t h r i e ( l 9 4 8  p .11)  p o s t u -  
l a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a  t o  be used  i n  i d e n t i f i y i n g  l a n g u a -  
ges  a s  Bantu.  

- .~ -_ 

" A. P r i n c i p a l  C r i t e r i a .  

1) A sys t em o f  g r a m m a t i c a l  g e n d e r s ,  u s u a l l y  a t  l e a s t  f i v e ,  w i t h  
t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  : 
a )  The s i g n  o f  g e n d e r  i 2 . a  p r e f i x ,  by means o f  which words may 
b e  a s s o r t e d  i n t o  a number o f  c l a s s e s  v a r y i n g  r o u g h l y  from t e n  
t o  twen ty .  

b )  There  i s  a r e g u l a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  p a i r s  o f  c l a s s e s  t o  i n d i -  
c a t e  t h e  s i n g u l a r  and  p l u r a l  o f  t h e  g e n d e r s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e s e  t w o - c l a s s  g e n d e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  o n e - c l a s s  g e n d e r s  where 
t h e  p r e f i x  i s  sometimes s i m i l a r  t o  one o f  t h e  p l u r a l  p r e f i x e s .  

c )  When a word h a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r e f i x  a s  t h e  s i g n  of  i t s  
c lzss  any  o t h e r  word which i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  i t  h a s  t o  a g r e e  
w i t h  i t  a s  t o  c l a s s  by means o f  a dependen t  p r e f i x .  

d)  There  i s  no  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  gende r  w i t h  s e x  r e f e r e n c e  o r  
w i t h  any o t h e r  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  ide ' ao  

2 )  A v o c a b u l a r y ,  p a r t  o f  which c a n  be r e l a t e d  by f i x e d  r u l e s  
t o  a s e t  o f  h y p o t h e t i c a l  cpmmon r o o t s .  

--I 
B .  S u b s i d i a r y  C r i t e r i a e  

3 )  A s e t  o f  i n v a r i a b l e  c o r e s ,  o r  r a d i c a l s ,  f rom which a l m o s t  
a l l  words a r c  formed by an  a g g l u t i n a t l v e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e s e  r a d i c a l s  
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hav ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e a t u r e s  : 

a )  They a r e  composed o f  c o n s o n a n t - v o w e l - c o n s o n a n t .  
b) When a g rammat i ca l  s u f f i x  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r a d i c a l  t h e r e  
i s  formed a ' b a s e '  on which words i d e n t i f i a b l e  as ' v e r b a l s '  

a r e  b u i l t .  
c )  iihen n noli-grariimatical ,  o r  l e x i c a l  s u f f i x  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h e  r a d i c a l  t h e r e  i s  formed a ' s t e m '  on which words i d e n t i f i a -  
b l e  a s  nomina l s  a r e  b u i l t .  When a nomina l  be longs  t o  a t w o - c l a s s  
gende r  t h e  sounds  and t o n e s  o f  t h e  s t em a r e  t h e  same i n  b o t h  

i 

c l a s s e s .  I i 

! 
d) A r a d i c a l  may be e x t e n d e d  by a n  e l e m e n t  found between i t  1 
and t h e  s u f f i x .  Such e l e m e n t s ,  t e rmed  ' e x t e n t i o n s '  are  compo- 
s e d  e i t h e r  o f  vowe l -consonan t  o r  o f  a s i n g l e  vowel.  
e )  The o n l y  c a s e  of  a r a d i c a l  o c c u r i n g  w i t h o u t  a p r e f i x  o f  any 
Kind o c c u r s  i n  v e r b a l s  u s e d  a s  i n t e r j e c t i o n s .  

4 )  A b a l a n c e d  vowel sys t em i n  t h e  r a d i c a l s ,  c o u s i s t i n g  o f  one 
open vowel ' a '  w i t h  an e q u a l  number o f  back and f r o n t  vowels" .  

I 

I t  i s  no tewor thy  t o  s a y  h e r e  . t h a t  t h e  term s u b s i d i a r y  
a s  u sed  above  does  n o t  imply  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a r e  l e s s  impor-  
t a n t  t h a n  o t h e r s  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a r e  l e s s  e a s y  
t o  a p p l y .  

! 
Like  i n  a l l  Bantu l a n g u a g e s ,  klmen nouns  .can  b e  g r o u -  

ped  i n t o  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  s e t  c r i t e -  
r i a .  Noun p r e f i x e s  c o n s t i t u t e  one  o f  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  g roup ing  
iiouiis i n t o  c l a s s e s  a s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  Welmers ( 1 9 7 3 : p . 1 5 9 )  : 

' I - .  ~ Lhehe uhe manq Lknguugu w i d  ykoupb 
06  Lcnguagu i n  which adhixu wah noun 6.tsm6 

cov~5,ti,tl*te a wujon chitehion dividing n o u u  
A n t o  a numbm o h  w u n  Cem~e~ which cli6rjeh 6 h O t I l  

euch ,pLkeh i n  a v d e t y  0 6  y m w l d c d  con~Ltuctiov~5". 
./ 



- 2 1  - 
1 

The number oE noun c l a s s e s  v a r y  from l a n g u a g e  t o  l anguage .  T h i s  
i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e l d  by Wiesemann e t  a 1  ( 1 9 8 4  p . 5 7 )  when t h e y  
s a y  : 

“UM riornbhetoju L ~ v i g u ~  et ~ L w  pahticuLi8htmelzt 
LU .eCii~gu~ ~ ~ & ~ C L L L V I U  de La ~LLYLLU~ N,LcJc~-COW~O 
hepL;rr*;inneu-i Lows iroirlh En C a h w  dord  Le vioinbhe 
V C i A h  hG&n &i JkviC~Ue.” 

Commcnting on noun c l a s s e s ,  A1exandre.P.  (1967 .p .52  ) s a y s  : 

What s t a n d s  o u t  c l e a r  from t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  t h a t  a c l a s s  has  
a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  noun p r e f i x e s  and c o n c o r d .  However, i n  t h i s  
work, t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  noun c l a s s  w i l l  a l s o  t a k e  gende r  i n t o  
c o n s i d c r n t i o n .  Another  t r a i t  o f  noun c l a s s e s  i s  s e m a n t i c  con-  
t e n t .  The nouns o f  a g i v e n  c l a s s  ( o r  g e n d e r )  a t  t i m e s  show 
s e m a n t i c  c o r r e l a t i o n  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  common t o  f i n d  nouns o f  
a l l  k i n d s  o f  s e m a n t i c  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  same c l a s s .  A s  c o k e r n s  
Bziitu l a n g u a g e s ,  o n l y  c l a s s e s  one and  two have been known t o  
m a i n t a i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  terms o f  s e m a n t i c  c o i l t e n t  

.,. ( t i icy a r e  m o s t l y  k i n s h i p  n o u n s ) .  G e n c r a l l y  i n  A f r i c a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  
nouns w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  t e n d  t o  be long  t o  t h e  
same c l a s s .  

i a b s t r a c t  
i i  d i m i n u t i v e  
i i i  d e r i v e d  forms 
i v  a u g m e n t a t i v e  
V i n f i i i i t e  l o c a t i o n  i n  Bantu l a n g u a g e s  
v i  l i q u i d s .  
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\- : z _>cop le  
._- < _- - - 
- _ -  .. j o r r o w e d  wortis. 

i n f i n i t i v e s  

3.1. CRITERIA FOR DETEKMINING N O U N  CLASSES. 

Nouns i n  Mmen have been  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  b e l o n y  t o  1 3  
L 

. - -  -----:- _. _ _ -  - z -  -.At c l a s s e s  w i t h  seven  g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  D i s t i n c t i o n s  

5~ :I-=. c l a s s e s  a r e  made on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b a s e s .  

1 ~.-:e form o f  t h e  p r e f i x  
_ .  _ _  :::ccr 

- 
~_ . .  

.'-::ins and t h e i r  c o n c o r d i a l  e l e m e n t s  . .  - . -  - - -  
. .- 1::tzntic - _  c o n t e n t  ( t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ) .  

-=-..' - _;.-se c r i t e r i a  and  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x e s ,  
_ _ -  -:.- - -  S - l i o w i n g  c l a s s e s  have been  e s t a b l i s h e d  : 1, 2 ,  3 ,  4, 5 ,  6 ,  
- -  .:-. - J  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 3  and  1 9 .  

- .  
.- - -= .  .. 

- 

3 . 2 .  N O U N  PREFIXES.  
+ 

In t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  noun p r c f i x e s  of  Mmeii w i l l  be  
~ : ~ z - I z E ~ .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  i d e n t i f y i n g  v a r i o u s  
n2-r- ; r e f i x e s  and  r e l a t i n g  t h e n  t o  t h o s e  o f  p r o t o - r i n g  a s  r e -  
c z - s t r . s c t e d  by Fiyman (1980) .  

The 13 d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  i d e n t i f i e d  a r e  : 
I 

3 . 2 . 1 .  C l a s s  1. 

The p r e f i x  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  h a s  t h r e e  a l t e r n a n t s  / d- /, 
/a'w-/ and  /a'v-/ e g .  

Ex. 13. 
1 a - pn$ ' f a t h e r  ' 
2 dw-u? )  ' p e r s o n s  

, -  
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\ /- 

a’v - u j  psm; 
2 

I b u i 1 d e r  I 
‘ c h i l d ’  

- 3 
,7 

- 4  g v - a i n  
5 s v  - $k& ‘o rphan’  

The b a s i c  p r e f i x  h e r e  sdems t o  be /$-/which 

b e f o r e  c o n s o n a n t s .  
/$w-/ b e f o r e  rounded vowels  and  
/ s v - /  b e f o r e  unrounded vowels .  

i s  r e a l i s e d  as  /a’-/ 

The p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  /a’-/ a s  t h e  b a s i c  p r e f i x  i s  m o t i -  
v a t c d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s  2 p r e f i x  /$@/ which i s  t h e  
p l u r a l  o f  c l a s s  1 m a i n t a i n s  t h i s  i n i t i a l  / $ - /e  Moreover,  t h e  
c o n t c x t  o f  o c c u r e n c e  of  /$w-/ and / i v - /  i s  v e r y  p r e d i c t a b l e , / a / w - /  
b e f o r e  - /; round? - vowels  and  /$v-/ b e f o r e  - /I round? - v o w e l s ) .  
T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  /a’-/ i s  t h e  b a s i c  p r e f i x  w i t h  
- -  / - N  7 and - /VI o n l y  coming i n  t o  s e p a r a t e  a c l u s t e r  o f  vowels .  
T h i s  c o n s o n a n t  i n s e r t i o n  p r o c e s s  c a n  be e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  r u l e s :  

The o p c r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s  c a n  be i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a sample d e r i -  
v n t i o n  a s  t h i s  below : 

I 1 URR*a+ ph2 #ff$ A iku’ 

/ \  PR5 ’- a w u 3  - 
PR6 - - S v a k u  0 ’  

SI? 
\ 

The c l a s s  1 p r e f i x  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  p r o t o - r i n g  / U-/. 
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3 ’ . 2 . 2 .  C l a s s  2 .  

T h i s  c l a s s  i s  t h e  p l u r z l  o f  c l a s s  1 and has  as p r e f i x  
/;@/ z s  e x e m p l i f i e d  below : 

Ex.13. 

I $$-ph5 ’ f a t h e r s  ’ 
2 58-2’ ‘ p e o p l e ’  

3 a’p’ -p>%/ma’ ‘ b u i l d e r s ’  

4 $8- 3 i n  ‘ c h i l d r e n ’  

5 a’x - i l k U  ‘o rphans  

/ 

/ /  

Looking a t  t h c  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  o c c u r e n c e  o f  /d@</, one 
r e z l i s e s  t h a t  b e f o r e  s t ems  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  vowels  ( b o t h  rounded 
znd unrounded)  , then  p r e f i x  becomes bJ-/. One can  t h e n s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h c r c  i s  a vowel d e l e t i o n  a t  morpheme boundary.  T h i s  p r o -  
c e s s  can  b e  c z p t u r e d  b y  t h e  r u l e  : 

I 

T h i s  shwa d e l e t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  d s m o n s t r a t e d  i n  a sample 
d c r i v a t i o n  iis 

I t  i s  wor th  n o t i n g  h e r e  t h a t  when t h e  p r e f i x  /@-/ 
p r e c e d c s  t h e  d i p h t h o n g  - -  / i i i ?of  t h c  s t em 
t o  - -  /ji?. 

There  i s  p l a u s i b l e  s y n c h r o n i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  from - -  / a i ? t o  - -  /si? 
The e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  - /&? i s  a b a c k ( / r a n t ? )  - - and a s  s u c h  - l a ?  
with is  f r o n t  - /i a n t ? ,  - has  t o  chznge  t o  - -  /3? t o  s u i t  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  - /&?. 

t h i s  d i p h t h o n g  changes  
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The p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  2 c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  p r o t o - r i n g  
p r e f i x  / b L - / .  

3 . 2 . 3 .  Class 3 .  

The p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  3 i s  /a'-/. Example o f  nouns  w i t h  
t h i s  p r e f i x  a r e  : 

Ex. 1 4 .  
1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 

2'- kZf ' armpi  t 
5 - k& ' t hou  s and ' 

' b a g '  
$ -khiJ  ' boundary  stem' 
2'- t ;I11 'message '  

a'- t ;7 ' p a l a c e '  
g-tsina ' b e h a v i o u r s  

3 / -sa> 

$-&? ' c a s e '  

/ \  

/ 
The c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  3 i s  /U-/. 

3 . 2 . 4 .  C l n s s  4. 
1 

f 
C l a s s  4 i s  t h e  p l u r a l  o f  c l a s s  3.  I t s  p r e f i x  i s  /id-/. 

Examples o f  nouns w i t h  t h i s  p r e f i x  a r e  : 

Ex.15.  - 
' a r m p i t s  ' 
' t h o u s a n d s '  
' bags  ' 
' boundary  s tems '  
' m e s s a g e s '  
' c a s e s '  
' p a l a c e s '  
' beh . av iou r s  ' 

/ / I  The p r e f i x  /ass-/ c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  th? p r o t o - r i n g  /I-/. 
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3 . 2 . 5 .  C l a s s  5 .  

/ 
The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  has  two a l t e r n a n t s  / a - /  

0 0 
L;nd /<-/. When one l o o k s  a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  / a - /  and  / 6 / ,  
one r c a l i s e s  t h a t  /$-/ a p p e a r s  b e f o r e  s t e m s  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  / F / ,  
and/E/ w h i l e  /<-/ a p p e a r s  i n  s t e m s  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  /?/,  / G / , / g Y ? ,  
/ p / ,  L ? / ,  Lt? and  0 - 7  which a r e  / - b a c k / ,  f rom t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  
i t  can  be p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  /:-/)'the b a s i c  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  5 .  
Nouns o f  t h i s  c l a s s  can  be  d i s t r i b u t c d  i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s  a s  
f o l l o w s  : L 

Group 5 a 0  Nouns w i t h  p l u r a l s  i n  c l a s s  6 c g .  

Ex. 1 6 .  

- 
- - - -  - 

. -  - - 

/ 
1 a ~ f a  ' f a r m '  

2 a - ku  ' f o r e s t '  

3 a - k u r n  'jUJU' 

c / 

/ / 

/ / 
4 1 - I'u 'iiie.deciiie' 

5 1 - w u s  

6 - kYL ' b e d '  

' gun ' / / 

Group 5 b .  Nouns w i t h  p l u r a l s  i n  c l a s s ' 1 3  eg. 

Ex. 1 7  
/ 

1 1 - "9 ' j a w *  

2 L - za'f ' i l l n e s s  ' 

3 i - p:J ' dance  

4 1' - t i f  ' i n t e l l i g e n c e '  

/ 

/ / 
5 1 - f u  

6 1 - was 
/ / 

7 1' - 5: 
. /  / 

8 1 - ka 

l e a f '  

w a t e r f a l l '  

g r a v e s  

whee l '  
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Group Sc Nouns w i t h o u t  p l u r a l s  e g .  

Ex.18. 

1 I - s i' n e  ' h a p p i n e s s '  

2 <- t s j f  ' b e a u t y '  

3 r-JJ 'madness ' 
4 i- 3 . 3  t h e f t  

5 1 -wul  ' r a i n '  

/ 

/ /  

6 ' g r a s s '  

No c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  hasbeen  found t o  e x p l a i n  why t h e  
/ / prefix o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i n  some c a s e s  i s  / a - /  and i n  o t h e r s  /I-/. 

However, l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  work, low 
vowels  have  a h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r c n c e  t h a n  h i g h  vowels  a t  
word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  f:rom t h i s  o b s c r v a t i o n ,  one c a i n  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t! iere i s  a g e n e r a l  vowel l o w e r i n g  p r o c e s s  a t  word i n i t i a l  

p o s i t i o n  c a p t u r e d  by t h e  r u l e  : 

I f  t h i s  view h o l d s ,  t h e n  i t  can  be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x  
/:-/ f o r  g r o u p  Sa (numbers 1 t o  3 )  ha,s a l r e a d y  unde r  gone t h e  
vowel l o w e r i n g  p r o c e s s  and t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x  /I-/ f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  nouns i s  s t i l l  t o  undergo  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  The c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  5 i s  /I-/. 

/ 

/ 

3 . 2 . 6 .  C l a s s  6 .  

1 
The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  / M - / .  Nouns i n  t h i s  c l a s s  

can  be c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  two g r o u p s .  

Group 1. Nouns w i t h  s i n g u l a r s  i n  c l a s s  5 e g .  

Ex. 1 9 .  
1 in - f Q 7  ' f a m s '  / 
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/ / 
2 ITI - ku 'forets' 

3 m' - fu 'medecines' 

4 m - wus 'guns' 

5 I; - kY: 'beds' 

/ 

/ / 

Group 2 .  Nouns with singulars in class 13 eg 

Ex.20. 

I m - lam 'nets' 

2 6 - k z ?  'trees' 

f / 

/ I  3 m/ - tamup 'cats' 
I 1 

4 m - tam ' fruits' 
5 in - tu2 ' days ' 

6 m - 11 stars' 

7 m - nSJ ' birds' 
a ni -g5m 'mats' 

/ / 

/ / 

/ 

/ 

/ When one looits at the environment of / in - / ,  it will be 
realised that it appears before consonants that share the same 
articulatory features with /k-/ as  well as those that do not 
share articulatony features with / i n - / .  This leads to the sug- 
gcstion that the original prefix might have been /ma-/ which 
later lost the shwa to become /k-/. This view is motivated by 
the fact that the shwa i s  a weak vowel and can easily be dele- 
ted. Secondly the proto-ring prefix for 6a is /Ma-/ and class 
6 and 6a share the same nominal features and concord elements. 
'The proto-ring equivalent for class 6 is / a - / .  

/ 

t 

\ 

/ 

3 . 2 . 7 .  Class 6a. 

This class differs from class 6 in that it is one of mass 
/ 

nouns. Its prefix is /M-/. Nouns in this class include : 
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Ex. 2 1 .  

1 m-mo ' w a t e r '  

2 &- d d s  ' b l o o d '  

/ /  

' s o i l '  / /  
3 Ill - t5 1 

5 Id-  t S A  ' p u s '  

A h - k > J  ' g r a v e l  ' 

' b r e a s t - m i l k '  

'gun-powder '  

6 rr,-yT3 f 

/ 7 m-kaTn 

A s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  6 p r e f i x ,  i t  can  b e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x  o f  6a migh t  have been/Ma-/ which l a t e r  
l o s t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  shwa. The p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  6a  
i s  /Ma-/. The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween Mmen c l a s s  6a and  P r o t o -  
r i n g  c l a s s  6a i s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  has  a f o l l o w i n g  
shwa which t h e  Mmrn p r e f l x  l a c k s .  

\ 

\ 

3 . 2 . 8 .  Class 7 .  

f 
The c l a s s  7 p r e f i x  i 5 / Q - / .  Nouns i n  t h i s  c l a s s  i n c l u d e :  

Ex. 2 2 .  

1 z-kw'ala / 

3 i-p 
/ 

4 a-kqm 

5 a-warm6 

6 a - f u l  

1 
/ /  

/ /  

8 l - f Z t 6  

9 g-327 
, /  

1 0  a-wu 

' p r o s t i t u t e '  

z i n c '  ( s i n g )  

t f a e c e s t  ( s i n g )  

'w ind ing  s h e e t '  

' c r o s s '  

'mouse'  

1 

t o b a c c o '  

' a  p a i r  o f  s c i s s o r s '  

'mushroom' 
hand ' 



i 

Al though  t h e  p r e f i x  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  
t h a t  o f  c l a s s  5 ,  t h e  c o l l o c a t i o n  of  nouns  i n  t h e s e  two c l a s s e s  
w i t h  g r a m m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  l i k e  a d j e c t i v e s ,  n u m e r a l s ,  p o s s e s -  
s i v e s  e t c  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  p r e f i x e s  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c o r d  e le -  
ments .  Again t h e  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  8 ( p l u r a l  o f  c l a s s  7 )  h a s  no- 
t h i n g  i n  common w i t h  t h e  p r e f i x  of  c l a s s  6 ( p l u r a l  o f  c l a s s  5 ) .  
On t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  i t  i s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e y  are  two s e p a -  
r a t e  c l a s s e s .  The p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  7 i s  /ki-/. 

'1 

/ 

3 . 2 . 9 .  C l a s s  8 .  

/ The p r e f i x  for t h i s  c l a s s  has  two a l t e r n a n t s  /I-/ and /$-/. 
Examples o f  c l a s s  8 nouns a r e  

E x .  2 3 .  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

' p r o s t i t u t e s '  

' z i n c '  ( p i )  

' faECeS'  ( p l (  

' wind ing- shee  t s  ' 
' c r o s s e s  ' 
'mice' 

' t o b a c c o '  ( p 1 )  

' p a i r s  o f  s c i s s o r s '  

' inus hrooms ' 
' hands  ' 

There  i s  d i f f i c u l t y  h e r e  i n  s t a t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  form of  
t h e  p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  n s  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  cha -  
r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a n t s  t h a t  c a n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e i r  
env i ronmen t s  o f  o c c u r e n c e .  A s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  c l a s s  5 ,  one can  
s u g g e s t  a g e n e r a l  vowel l o w e r i n g  p r o c e s s  c a p t u r e d  by  PR8 ( s e e  
s e c t i o n  3 . 2 . 5 . ) .  A c c o r d i n g l y  numbers 9 and 1 0  have a b r e a d y  unde r -  
gone t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l o w e r i n g  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  a r e  y e t  t o  do s o .  

G+ 
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/ The p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  8 i s  / b i - /  

3 . 2 . 1 0 .  C l a s s  9. 
r 

I-: 
The p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  m-/ .  Examples o f  nouns w i t h  

t h i s  p r e f i x  i n c l u d e  : 

Ex. 2 4 .  

1 ni-mu1 

2 L-bi.16 ' c a t e r p i l l a r '  

' s w e l l i n g '  \ \  

. .  - . , ~  . 

. I_ 3 n/- d g j  ' h o r n s  ,. 

I ~ ,\ 
. i  - 4 I:-d>J ' po t a toeO 

5 n - d 3 2 3  ' s o n g '  

6 r!,)-g;in ' g i r l '  

7 q - g i m  'week ' 

. . .  .. \ 

T h i s  homorganic  n a s a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o b s e r v e d  i n  
t h e  examples  above  c a n  be c a p t u r e d  by t h e  r u l e :  

P R 9  - 1: nas?  - $y- p :rJ 
Ano the r  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  w i t h  t h i s  c l a s s  is t h e  t o n e  o f  

t h e  p r e f i x .  The t o n e  becomes h i g h  when i t  p r e c e d e s  a h i g h  t o n e .  
T h i s  t o n a l  p r o c e s s  can be  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  r u l e  : 

PK. 1 0  L > H / H -  

The above two p h o n o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s  c a n  be  p r e s e n t e d  i n  il sample 
d e r i v a t i o n  a s  follows : 

UR## N + b616## N + da ,WfRN+gam +# 3 
PK. 9 mb616 *nd 3 3g2m 
PR.  10 mb616 i d > g  

SR - lXbi.167 - 
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L I 
The p r e f i x  / h - /  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  p r o t o - r i n g  / N - / .  

3 . 2 . 1 1 .  C l a s s  1 0 .  

The p r c f i x  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  - /2sd-7. - I n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 
p l u r a l s  o f  c l a s s s  9 nouns t h i s  p r e f i x  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h a t  o f  
c l a s s  9 (which i s  s i n g u l a r ) .  The examples  t h a t  f o l l o w  w i l l  i l- 
l u s t r a t e  t h i s .  

Ex.  2 5 .  

1 asa-m-mcl ' s w e l l i n g s '  

2 $s$-1<- b 6 16 ' c a t e r p i l l a r '  

ais$- I<- d3' ' h o r n s '  3 

r ,  \ 

3 
3 

3 3  
' p o t a t o e s '  4 a's$-6 - d 3 

$sb-I:-d 2 ' s o n g s '  5 

6 $sS -2 - g>in ' g i r l s '  t \. 

7 dsd-j-fi2m 'weeks '  

8 1- d'sd- gw37 ' s e e d '  

The p r e f i x  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  c l a s s  
4 .  

s c p s r a t e  c l a s s e s  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s  : 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c l a s s e s  4 and  1 0  have  been t r e a t e d  a s  two 

i )  The p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  1 0  ( p l u r a l  o f  c l a s s  9 )  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h e  s i i i g u l a r  p r c f i x  ( t h a t  o f  c l a s s  9 )  which i s  a homorganic  n a -  
s a l .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  c l a s s  4 p r e f i x  i s  n o t  a t t a c h e d  t o  
any  s i n g u l a r  p r e f i x .  

i i )  imen c l a s s  3 p r e f i x  h a s  no s i m i l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  p r e f i x  o f  
c l z s s  9 .  T h a t  o f  c l a s s  3 i s  fa'-/ and  t h a t  o f  3 i s  / N - / .  S i n c e  

I 

'. A, .*,! 
-. 1 ' 1 ,  7; c l a s s  1 0  i s  p l u r a l  o f  .c.lass 5 ,  t h e  merg ing  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  w i t h  

4,. i 
i c l a s s  4 seems l e s s  p l b u s i b l e .  

,/p ' \ . -  . .- 
+, Y iii) I n  terms of  concord  elemeri t ,s ,  c l a s s e s  3 and 9 show d i f f e -  

a" ., .\: * - _ _  
1 . '1 I, 
2' L 
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r e n c e s  t h u s  making i t  l e s s  p l a u s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  p l u r a l  c l a s s e s  
t o  b e  mergcd.These d i f f e r e n c e s  below w i l l  h e l p  throw more l i g h t  
on th i s  i s s u e  : 

a )  C l a s s e s  3 ( s i n g u l a r  o f  4 )  and 9 ( s i n g u l a r  o f  10 )  show d i f f e -  
r e n c e  i n  c o n c o r d  when c o l l o c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  prononn 
' t h z t  ' . 
b )  When t e s t e d  w i t h  numera l s ,  c l a s s e s  3 ( s i n g u l a r  o f  4 )  and  9 

( s i n g u l a r  o f  1 0 )  d i f f e r  w i t h  t h e  number ' o n e ' .  

c )  I n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e s ,  c l a s s e s  4 and  1 0  d i f f e r  a t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  ' t h e i r ' .  k h i l e  c l a s s  4 h a s  
a s u f f i x  / - s a /  a s  i t s  concord  m a r k e r ,  c l a s s  1 0  h a s  b o t h  a p r e -  
f i x  / s S - /  and  a s u f f i x  / -sa / .  

d j  'vvith r e g a r d  t o  a t t r i b u t e s ,  t h e  c o n c o r d  morpheme f o r  c l a s s  
3 is/$-/ and  t h a t  o f  9 i s  y I - / .  A t  t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  a t t r i b u t e  
* w n i t e ' ,  c l a s s e s  4 and 1 0  d i f f e r  i n  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  concord  e l e -  
incnt f o r  t h e  Eormer i s  .a p r e f i x  /sd-/, t h a t  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  
b o t h  a p r e f i x  /sa'-/ and a s u f f i x  / - s s / *  

\ 

\ 

/ 

E l u c i d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e  a r e  found i n  c h a p t e r  4 

[ scc t io i i  4 . 1 . 1 ;  4 . 1 . 2 . ;  4 . 1 . 3 . ;  4 . 1 . 4 . ) .  The p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  
f o r  c l a s s  1 0  i s  / - S L / ~  

/ 

t 

3 . 2 . 1 2 .  C l z s s  13. 

C l a s s  13  h a s  a s  i t s  p r e f i x  /g td- / .  Examples o f  nouns i n  
t h i s  c l a s s  i n c l u d e :  

Ex. 2 6 .  

1 a'w'-p33 ' j a w '  

2 $td-zc;f i l l n e s s e s '  

3 $d-t-if ' i n t e l l i g e n c c ' ( p 1 )  

4 a . t a . - p 5  dances  ' 
' l e a v e s  ' / /  5 at3 -fu' 
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/ 
6 5ts- was w a t e r f a l l s '  

7 $d-J< ' g r a v e s '  

' w h e e l s '  S a W -  k< / /  

i 

The p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c lass  1 3  i s  / t&/ .  When nouns  

of  t h i s  c l a s s  a r e  t e s t e d  w i t h  s z t e l l i t e s  o f  t h e  head  noun ( e g  
s d j e c t i v c s ,  n u m e r a l s ,  e t c )  t h e  c o n c o r d  e l e m e n t  i s  /ta'-/. G i w e n  
t h i s ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  w i t h  t ime t h e  i n i t i a l  shwa o f  t h e  
p r e f i x  /a'tb-/ w i l l  be  l o s t .  

3 .2 .13 .  C l a s s  19.  

The p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  1 9  i s  /gfa'-/. Nouns w i t h  t h i s  p r e f i x  
i i i c l u d c  : 

Ex.27. 

1 a'b'-lsm ' n e t '  

3 a fa - ta;i,;7 ' c a t '  

2 $fa'- k3 ' t r e e '  

4 EM- t A, ' f r u i t  ' 
5 a 13 -ne 
6 &B'-l(fi111 

/ ,  ' b i r d '  

'ma t '  
3 

7 dd- 1: ' s t a r '  

A s  i s  t h e  case  w i t h  c l a s s  1 3 ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w i t h  
t ime t h e  p r e f i x  /sf$-/ w i l l  l o s e  i t s  i n i t i a l  shwa b e c a u s e  t h e  
concordelement  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  /fa'-/ i n s t e a d  o f  /sf$-/ .  The 
p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  19 i s  /fd-/. 

The p r e f i x e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  were d i s c u s s e d  i n  
r e l z t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x e s  o s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  by Hyman 
(1980) .  Below i s  a r e c s p i t u l a t i v e  t a b l e  o f  t h e s e  p r e f i x e s .  The 
t o b l e  h a s  been d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  columns a s  f o l l o w s  : 



\\% '.. 

I - 4 1  - 

Column 1 g i v e s  t h e  noun c l a s s  n u m b e r  
Column 2 g i v e s  the p r o t o - r i n g  p r e f i x  

( 1 9 8 0 ) .  
on 

Column 3 p r o v i d e s  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  Mmen noun 

t r u c t e d  b,  

p r e f i x e s .  

HY an  

Co'luiiiri 4 p r o v i d e s  i%en examples  o f  nouns i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

Column 5 i s  the g l o s s .  
v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s .  

x, 

n 
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3 . 3 .  GENERAL REMARKS 

In this chapter,the noun prefixes of Mmen have 
been discussed. In the course of this discussion, it has been 
discovercd that the prefixes of some of the classes have alter- 
nants. Such is the case with class 1 where the basic prefixe 
/a</ is realised as either /a’-/, /dw-/ or /a’v-/. The insertion 
of - -  /-w-?and - /VI has been considered to have the function of brea 
king up a ‘cluster of vowels. The class 2 prefix was found to 
undergo an interesting change. With the voiced velar fricative 
- /-g?coming in to replace . -  /-W - 7 and - -  / - V  ?of the class 1 prefix, 
any stem with the diphthong/-ai_?, - has this diphthong immediate- 
l y  changed to - -  /ji?. 

Another striking issue in this chapter is the semantic 
contcnt of nouns of the various classes. It has been discovered 
that nouns with differcnt semantic contents can be found in the 
same class. However, nouns o f  classes 1, 2 ,  63, 1 3  and 19 are 
exceptions as they manifest some degree of consistency in terms 
o f  semantic content. 

The distinctions between classes 4 and 10 posed the 
grcatest problems. However, to arrive at an adboc solution to 
this problem, noun prefixes, and their concordial elements were 
considered. Gender too was also taken into consideration. The 
similarity betwwen Mmen class 9 and proto-ring class 9 also pro- 
vided further evidence. 

-, 
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CHAPTER FOUR: CONCORD SYSTEM IN MMEN. 

4.0. INTRODUCTION. 

The previous chapter dealt with klmen noun prefixes. 
Prefixes were seen to constitute one of the criteria for distin- 
guishing and defining noun classes. One other very significant 
caterion for identifying and classifying nouns is concord. Con- 
cord will be used here to refer to the agreement of the headnoun 
and its satellites such as adjectives,pronouns, numerals etc. 
The significance of this agreement between the headnoun and its 
satellites is highlighted by Ngueffo N. et a 1  ( 1 9 8 7  p . 2 5 )  in 
the i-ollowing statement : 

. 
"L'accoitd dam Le nom he  b i g n d e  Lohsque Lc nom 
he combine awec &A dhLminaru2 iadjecti6 qua&- 
& i ~ ~ . L i 6 ,  pUhhMhi6 ,  dhmon~LmCL6, n u m w  e&). 
U'une Langue 5 t'aLLttte La dacon de. manquen L'accoitd 
danh Le hyntagme change." 

The importance of concord in noun identification and classifi- 
cation is a l s o  emphasised by Welmers ( 1 9 6 8 , p . 1 6 2 )  when he says: 

"6antu noun &ACA mu&t be d&.tingdhed and 
dehined, ,thehe6one, noi  h h p @  b y  noun pnedixu 
bu* i n  add i t ion  b y  moitphcmu huch ah Che subject 
pnonoun p k e 6 i x t ~  ~bLich h2;and i n  ayheemtnt oh "con- 
cmd" w 2 h  noun pke6ixu. 1-t i.4 ihh combination 0 6  
noun phed ixu  and concoitdid monphemmes Lhat .LA &I- 

pohtant.  " 
.-I 

In Mmen, however, it will be  seen that some nouns maintain the 
prefixes when col1ocatc.d with their satellites.Welmers ( 1 9 6 8  p 
refers t o  this repetition as alliterative when he says : 

i 

The BatLtu Languagen have o6Len 
CZA hawing a.!.LLtdwe concohd. 

becn d u d b e d  

r 
1 7 1 )  
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Some nouns will be seen to have concord morphemes that are quite 
different from their nominal affixes. In addition to this, other 
nouns with different nominal affixes will be discovered to share 
the same concord elements. This situation provokes the question 
as to whether such nouns do not form a single class. However, 
such nouns wjth different prefixes but similar concord elements 
will be considered to belong to the same class of concord as sug- 
gested by Lcroy (1977 p. 76) when she says: 

4.1. CONCORD SYSTEM. 
- 

The treatment of concord system in Mmen will require 
the collocation of the nouns of various classes with possessive 
pronouns (Poss), adjectives (A), demonstratives (Dem), associa- 
tive markers (ASS.M.), and numerals as seen below : 

4.1.1. POSSESSIVE PRONOUN (POSS). 

The possessive pronouns taken into consideration 
here will include: my,your(sing), your ( p l ) ,  his or her, our 
and their: The noun phrases below highlight concord between the 
headnoun and the possessive pronoun. 

Ex.29. Class 1. 

>/sw-u> 0-vd27 'my person' /a'w-uJ #vam/ - 
person my 
/dw-u2+ vz/ >/&-ud - g - v ~ ?  - 'your(sing) person' 
person your (sing) 

I / 



\ \ / 4 w - o *  v a i n /  >b7w-u> 0 - v a i n ?  - ‘ y o u r  (PI)  p e r s o n ’  
p e r s o n  your  ( p l )  

/a’w - d +I va’ / - >/-w-u  - 0-v - 7 ‘ h i s / h e r  p e r s o n ‘  
p e r s o n  h i s / h e r  

, \ /  I 
/&w-u3rtvase/ - >/$w-u> - 0-vas67  - ’ o u r  p e r s o n ’  

/a/w-ubJ&$/ ->/gw-u3 - 0-$&n$? ‘ t h e i r  p e r s o n ’  

p e r s o n  o u r  
I 

p e r s o n  t h e i r  

Ex. 30 .  Class 2 

->/$$ - 3’ 0 - vim 7 

82 /- >/sb - - ai 0 -~’g 

’ my p e op 1 e 1 /Sx-a’g VJNI/- - - 
p e o p l e  my 

/$$ 

b3-3’~ va:n/->hz-d - @ - v a i n ?  - ‘ y o u r  (PI )  p e o p l e  

/dd-b# v3. /-> is6-3 .0- v 9 - 7  ‘ h i s / h e r  p e o p l e ’  

1 y o u r  ( s i n g )  peop 1 e 1 

p e o p l e  y o u r ( s i n g )  

p e o p l e  y o u r  ( p l )  
/ 3 

p e o p l e  h i s / h e r  

/jJ-$# vjs2.l - > / ~ 8 - 5  ~ - v a s e /  / .- ‘ o u r  p e o p l e ’  - - 
p e o p l e  o u r  

/A5 -f+qdn;/ - >&-d %-xdn2? ‘ t h e i r  p e o p l e ‘  

p e o p l e  t h e i r  

Ex. 31. C la s s  3 

/$ -kZf  e z&m/ --> - /S’-kZf 0-z3m7 - ‘my a r m p i t ’  

a r m p i t  my 

/a’-kTf F z</-> - /S’-kZf 6 - zg7 - 
a r m p i t  y o u r  (siITg) 

/a’-kZf K- z a i n /  ->/$kaE - !d-zaTn? - ‘ y o u r ( p 1 )  a r m p i t ’  
a r m p i t  y o u r  ( p l )  

‘ y o u r  ( s i n g ) a r m p i t ’  
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i 

3 -/ - - 
/>ckkaf iF viJ/-> - / a - k a i  6 -va  7 
a r m p i t  h i s / h e r  

/d-k;f &p's&/-> - /a'kk5f b - p l s i ?  
a r m p i t  o u r  

' h i s f h e r  z r m p i t *  

' o u r  a r m p i t '  

/$-kaf+x&/ -> L3[kiif b - l a n s ?  / ' t h e i r  a r m p i t '  

a rinp i t t h e  i r 

Ex. 3 2 .  C la s s  4 .  

/ 
/$a'-kzf # s$/-> - /ssa'-kkaf s & ~ - s J ?  - 'my a r m p i t s '  

a r m p i t s  my 

/$s$-kaf & si/ ->/3sa-kzT -/ / sg - sd?  ' y o u r ( s i n g )  a r m p i t s '  
< - - 

a r m p i t s  y o u r ( s i n g )  
/asa-ksf # s a i n /  ->/dsa-iCzf - saTn-sa? - ' y o u r  (p1 )a rmpi t s  ' 
a r m p i t  y o u r ( p 1 )  

/ /  -/ / / 

/3/s$-kZf k vijf->/3'sd-k5f sd-vaJ / /  - sz?  ' h i s / h e r  a r m p i t s '  

/$s$-k5f ii; sgs;e/ -> /asa-kZf -/ 1 # - s & 6 ?  ' o u r  a r m p i t s '  

- 
a r m p i t s  h i s / h c r  

- - 
a r m p i t s  o u r  

/ a s J - k Z f  &8$n2/ ->/asa-kZf - - sa? - ' t h e i r  a r m p i t s '  
a r m p i t s  t h e i r  

-/ / \ 
/ /  

Ex. 3 3  Class  5 

-/ ,, 
/;l'-k&#+kka;na'/ -> - /a-kum b-k&d? - ' my j u j u '  

j u j u  my 

j u j u  y o u r ( s i n g )  r) 

j u j u  y o u r  ( ~ 1 )  

/ 
/a/-ku/m e ki.y3// ->'f$-kum - .d-ki.yS? ' y o u r ( s i n g )  j u j u '  

/ /  / /  - /  /a-kum $ kana  /-> / a-kum b - k g n g ?  ' y o u r ( p 1 ) j u j u '  - - 

/ - /  /. / ' h i s / h e r  j u j u '  
/d -k lm & va /  -> - / a-kum b-v37 
j u j u  h i s  /her  

i 
... 



- 4 7  - 

/ I  - /  c 
/a-kuin h= kes;/ -> - / a-kum d-kes;? - 
j u j u  o u r  

/a-kum $$dnS/ --> - /-a-kum b - @ n l  

' o u r  j u j u '  

/ /  / 
' t h e i r  j u j u '  

j u j u  t h e i r  

Ex. 34 C l a s s  6 

c - I  1 / /i,'-ku/m# m>m/ -> - / m-kum b-mam7 

/ I  4 / / /  

'my j u j u s '  

j u j u s  my 

/m-kuin vd/m / -> - /m-kum m-vam? ' y o u r ( s i n g )  j u j u s '  
j u j u s  y o u r ( s i n g )  

/ I n - k u n i  @ v a f n /  -> - /m-kuni  m-vaiin7 - 
j u j u s  y o u r ( p 1 )  

I /  -/ / / ' y o u r ( p 1 )  j u j u s '  

I /  / 

j u j u s  h i s / h e r  

/m-kum # 1139 /-> - 7 ' h i s / h e r  j u j u s '  

/in-kum / /  8 m < d m /  ->/m-ltum -/ . / b - m U s J m 7  1 '  - ' o u r  j u j u s '  - 
j u j u s  o u r  

4 I 21/ ! - I /  /nl-kum cf an2 -> /ni-kum A-dinJ? ,,, ' t h e i r  j u j u s '  
j u j u s  t h e i r  

Ex. 35 .  C l a s s  6a .  
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Ex. 36  Class 7 
/ / .? / /  / ,  

/a-wamne~.~rna/-)/~-wa/mne - c5-kam.97 - ‘my c r o s s ‘  

c r o s s  my 
-/ / 

/$-w&nn6 $ B6y$/-->/a-wamn6 - 6-kkya?  - ‘ y o u r ( s i n g ) c r o s s ’  
c r o s s  your  ( s i n g )  

/$-wamnG 8 kana/->/a-wamne - d-kana?  - ‘ y o u r ( p 1 )  c r o s s ’  
/ / /  -1 / $ / /  

cro‘ss y o u r  ( p l )  
/- ’ h i s l h e r  c r o s s ’  / /  -/ / 

/a-wamn& & ua/->/a-wamns - b-ua /  - 
c r o s s  h i s / h e r  
/ / -/ , 

/a-wj/mnG & kks;l/->/a-w$mnG - rd-khsa? - ‘ o u r  c r o s s ‘  
c r o s s  o u r  

4 / 
/L-w3/mn6 F @k/->/a-wamn6 - d-fing? ‘ t h e i r  c r o s s  ’ 

c r o s s  t h e i r  

Ex. 37.  C l a s s  8 

/ /  / / / 

c r o s s e s  my 

/i-wamn& if vdni/->/i/-wamns - b - u ~ m ?  ‘my c r o s s e s  

4 * 
/:-wa/mns # v.E/->/i-wamnS - b-ug? - ‘ y o u r ( s i n g )  c r o s s e s ’  

c r o s s e s  y o u r ( s i n )  
4 /  

/<-wa’mn$# vaiin/->/i-wamne - b-uaPn? - ‘your  ( p l )  c ros ses ’  
c r o s s e s  your (p1)  

amne b-u23? ‘ h i s / h e r  c r o s s e s ’  /i-wamne fi: uaJ/->/i-w - 
c r o s s e s  h i s / h e r  

/l-wa.mne ip vase/->/i-wamn$ - b-’uase? - ‘ o u r  C T O S S C S ‘  

J / \  / / / ’  I 

/ /  1 .  J /  / . .  

c r o s s e s  o u r  

/<-wa’mn6 #j $>nS/->/i-wamn< - b-)(an$ . . -  ‘ t h e i r  c r o s s e s ‘  
c r o s s e s  t h e i r  

I I / /  / 

4 
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Ex. 4 0  

I 
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- /  / I < - ~ ~ J R  zE/-> - / n - d D j  b - 2 5 7  

horn  y o u r ( s i n g )  

' y o u r ( s i n g )  h o r n '  

zain/-->/-n/-d;J - b-zain7 ' y o u r  ( p l )  h o r n '  

ho rn  y o u r ( p 1 )  

/n'-d<J 
ho rn  h i s / h e r  

vdj/-> - / -A-diJ  b-v$? ' h i s / h e r  h o r n '  

- /  T R z<se/ -->/ - n-d2 .  3 b - z j s e  -7 ' o u r  h o r n '  

horn  o u r  

b - J ~ / n & ?  ' t h e i r  h o r n '  

h o r n  t h e  i r  

Class 1 0 .  

/ -/ 1 / 
# s3m/->/jsd - -d-d;j s~'rn-sa7 - 'my h o r n s '  

h o r n s  
/ /  I /ash- - d ;j? ~7 s a-> - /3sa - n - d JJ SL- s - J? 

h o r n s  y o u r ( s i n g )  

' y o u r  ( s i ng ) h o r n s  ' 

I /  / / 
- 3 - / ~ s ~ - n - d ~ .  / I /  $ sain/-> /s'sJ-n-d3J s a i n - s a ?  ' y o u r ( p 1 ) h o r n s '  

h o r n s  y o u r  ( p l )  
/ I '  1 I -I / /  

3 / asd-n-d>Jp  ua~/-> / a s a - n - d 3  s>-u;J-si? ' h i s / h e r  h o r n s '  

/ $ s i -  fi - d.j P s j's E. /--->/jsd - n - dy 6 - s sg? 

- / /  / ' / 
/9'~$-1<-d?B p<13/-->/3sa- - n -  dJJb-$an' ' t h e i r  h o r n s '  

- 
h o r n s  h i s / h e  r 

-i t , o u r  ho rns  ' - 
h o r n s  o u r  

h o r n s  their 
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,, -/ I 
/ a t a - p j  d tafn/- > / a t a - p j J  - tain-t;? - ‘your  ( p l )  

/dts-p3J3p vJ2/-->/Jt3 - p j  tJ’-vva’ t 2 7  ‘ h i s / h e r  - 3 J -  - 

/dta’-p33$ taste/--> / a t a - p 3  b - t a s t G l  - ‘ o u r  jaws 3 

3 
jaws your  ( p l )  

, -/ ’ 
jaws h i s / h e r  

, -I I / 
- 

j aws  o u r  

jaws’ 

aws ’ 

Ex. 4 1 .  C l a s s  1 9 .  

J -/ I , , 
/gfa’-tzm p fJm/-->/afa-tam - dm-d? - my f r u i t ‘  

f r u i t  my 
/ / I ’- . / /  / /a fd- tam F fa/-->/a - G - tam 

/ a f a - t a m  ++ f a i n /  -->/ai-a-tam - f a i n - d j  - ‘ y o u r ( p 1 )  f r u i t ’  

/$fa’- t j m  v i  / - >k/fd/- tam - $-vd3-fa]  - ‘ h i s / h e r  f r u i t ‘  

/ a b -  t &  + f a s /  -->/afa-tam - fa’s-fa? - t ou r  f r u i t ’  

fa’- fS7 - 9 your  ( s i n g  f r u i t  1 

f r u i t  y o u r ( s i n g )  
/ I  I f -/- I / 

f r u i t  y o u r ( p 1 )  - / / 

J 
f r u i t  h i s /  h e r  
/ I  / -/ / 1 / 

f r u i t  o u r  
-I I I \ / . /  1 I 

f r u i t  t h e i r  
/> fa - t am # )(an$/->/afJ- - tam fd-$ n;;-fa7 - ’ t h e i r  f r u i t ’  

v 

From t h e  above c o l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  hcadnoun w i t h  posses- 
s i v e s t h e  f o l l o w i n g  remarks c a n  be made : 

- Classes 1, 2 ,  3 ,  5 ,  7 ,  8 and  9 s h a r e  t h e  same concord  e l e m e n t  

- C l a s s e s  6 and 6a have  t h e  same c o n c o r d  c lement*wi th  c l a s s e s  
1, 2 ,  3 ,  5 ,  7 ,  8 and 9 when t h e  noun i s  c o l l o c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

/ b - /  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

f i r s t  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  ‘my!. 
- Classes 6 and  6a  have t h e  same c o n c o r d  morpheme a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  
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- Al though  c l a s s e s  4 and 10 l o o k  v e r y  much a l i k e ,  t h e y  d i f f e r  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  concord  marker  t h a t  marks agreement  between 
t h e  noun and  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  ‘ t h e i r ’ .  While  c l a s s  4 

i s  marked h e r e  by a s u f f i x  / -sa/ ,  c l a s s  1 0  h a s  a z e r o  / 8 - /  mor-  
pheme. 

- The c o n c o r d  e l e m e n t s  o f  c l a s s e s  4,10, 1 3  and 1 4  a r e  /sa-/, 
/ s a - / ,  /td-/ and /€a/-/. 
/a/s.c-/, /3‘s37, /st,>‘-/ and /$€a0-/ r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  one c a n  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  c o n c o r d  mark ing ,  d e l e t e s  t h e  i n i t i a l  vowel (shwa) o f  t h e s e  
p r e f i x e s .  

I 

/ 

I 
The p r e f i x e s  f o r  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  a r e  

* Below i s  a r e c a p i t u l a t i v c  t a b l e  o f  t h e  concord  morphemes t h a t  
mark ag reemen t  between t h e  p o s s e s s i v e s  and  t h e  nouns.  

Concord E lemen t s .  
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. I  I I 
10 - s3 - S a  - sd 

1 3  -tJ -tal -ti I 

1 4  (6- -fa - f;’ I 

I sa - ,  -sa’ 

ta’- , - ta 

f a - ,  - fd  

I 

I 

F i g .  6 .  

4 . 2 . 2 .  ADJECTIVE (A) ~ 

Here t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d j e c t i v e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d :  b i g ,  w h i t e ,  
bad ,  and  b l a c k .  

Ex. 4 2  Class 1. 

(7 ‘ b i g  p e r s o n ’  

I , /  I /$w31w-u, # f$f$/-.--->/~$-u> - d - f a f 3 7  - ‘ w h i t e  p e r s o n ’  

p e r s o n  w h i t e  

‘bad  p e r s o n ’  / /a’w-u>P p i /  -> - /5%-u3 8 -p1?  

p e r s o n  bad 

/a’w-u~ g G‘ma’/-> G’W-U~ ( 6 - f 3 m ? /  

p e r s o n  b l a c k  

i I I- I ‘ b l a c k  p e r s o n ‘  

Ex. 43 C l a s s  2 .  
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Ex. 4 4  Class 3 

, 
/a’-kZfCf g;7,’/->/3-kaf - aCp’’?a7 - ‘ b i g  a r m p i t ’  

/J>-kZf if €$f27->/2ckzf - a’-fafa? - ‘ w h i t e  a r m p i t ’  
a r m p i t  w h i t e  

/g -kZ€  f p</ ->/?-iC:f - a - p i ?  - ’ bad a r m p i t ’  
a r m p i t .  bad 

/d-kr;€ # €.7rnc3/- >/sckka€ - a/-€&$? - ‘ b l a c k  a r m p i t ‘  
a r m p i t  b l a c k  

a r m p i t  b i g  
/ /  

I /  

, I  

Ex. 4 5  C l a s s  4. 

-, / /a’%’-kkaf p $:?$/ ->/3sa-kzf - sd-&’?a? - ’ b i g  a r m p i t s ‘  
a r m p i t s  b i g  

/$sa‘-kz€ f$ €J‘63*/->/5~.3-k5€ - sd-fsd? - ‘ w h i t e  a r m p i t s ‘  
a r m p i t s  w h i t e  

/&’s‘-kz€ # p</ ->/$s3’-kZf - sa-pl/7 - ‘bad  a r m p i t s ‘  
a r m p i t s  bad 

/$sa’-ksf ft i%’k?->/;d-kS€ - s2’-€Ana? - ’ b l a c k  a r m p i t ’  
a r m p i t s  b l a c k  

I 

/ I  

Ex. 4 6  Class 5 .  

’?d? ‘ b i g  j u j u ’  / /  + ’ /  /a‘- Grn $8 a ?a/->/ - a - kum -e - 
/i-k:m kc fdfa//->/a-kum 4 /  .a’-fd€$ s w h i t e  j u j u ’  
j u j u  b i g  

- - 
j u j u  w h i t e  
/ /  / - / /  

j u j u  bad  
‘bad j u j u ’  /a-kum K p i /  ->/a-kum a’-p<? 

/a-kum ff fsmd/->/a-kum a’-€dm$? - ‘ b l a c k  j u j u ‘  

- 

/ /  / -/ / 

j u j u  b l a c k  

CI .. 
, .  

.i 



E x . 4 7  C l a s s  6 .  

/ i  

j u j u  b i g  
/ /  f / *  J / / 

j u j u s  w h i t e  
I /  / 4 / / 

j u j u s  b a d  
/ /  / /  -/ / / / /  

/m-kuin /?&'?a* ?->/z'-k&n - 4- xL?$ - ' b i g  j u j u s '  

/ni-kum f l  fafa/ ->/m-kum - m-€;€i?  - ' w h i t e  j u j u s '  

/m-kum ,@ pd-> - /m-kum m-pim? - ' b a d  j u j u s '  

/m-kuin P f3mW --->/rn-kum - m - f d m 3 7  - ' b l a c k  j u j u s '  
j u j u s  b l a c k .  

Ex. 4 8  C l a s s  6a. 

Ex. 4 9  Class 7 

4 / / 
/a'-wamne # ;?a) ->/a-wamnS - ac&'?g? ' b i g  c r o s s '  

b i g  
J 

cross 

/ 5,- w amn 6 p f 3f.3 /->/a - - wainn 6 

c r o s s  tYhite 

/n-wamnt. $ p i /  --->/~-wamr16 - a'p_(7 ' b a d  c r o s s '  

/a-wamne G €am~/->/n-wamn6 - a-€a<n$ - ' b l a c k  c r o s s '  
c r o s s  b l a c k  

i 
/ ,, -/ / f i  

D - €af - 37 ' w h i t e c r o s s ' 

/ /  / -/ f 

cross b a d  
/ /  , .  -/ / 
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Ex. 5 0 .  C l a s s  8 

/ 4 /  
/I - w&in6 # fi’7z/->/ - 1 - wamn6 
c r o s s e s  b i g  

/i-wanme # fJfd/->/i-wamn6 - f-fa’fs? - ‘ w h i t e  c r o s s e s ’  
c r o s s e s  w h i t e  

/ i-wamns d. pl// --->/r-wa’mn& - < - p ~ ?  ’ bad c r o s s e s ’  
c r o s s e s  bad 

/ i - w m n e  f faina/->/i-wa’iiin6 - < - f 2 b ?  - ‘ b l a c k  c r o s s e s ‘  
c r o s s e s  b l a c k  

<-&27;? - ’ b i g  c r o s s  e s ’ 

/ / \  I ,  + /  

/ ,  / 

/ /  * I  / 

Ex. 5 1 .  C l a s s  9 

I ,  

/ n - d 3  # fSfa/- > - /fi’-d?J l - f i f i ?  ‘ w h i t e  h o r n ’  ’ 3  
horn  white 

‘bad  h o r n ’  
h o r n  bad 

, /  / / /  /1:-d3 ,# f2m2/->/i?/-dm :-fama? - ‘ b l a c k  h o r n ’  
- J  

h o r n  b l a c k  .\ 

Ex. 5 2  Class 1 0 .  
\ 

b i g  h o r n s ‘  / .; 

h o r n s  b i g  
/$’sa’- 1;- d 5 %a ?a /- - 

I I _  / sa’-fafa- sa7 - ‘ w h i t e  ho rns  
hoqns w h i t e  

s$-p;-s2 - ‘bad  h o r n s ’  
h o r n s  bad 

/ / I  I I 
/ a s a - n - d >  #f3m$/->/asa-n-d> - s a  falia-s27 ‘ b l a c k  h o r n s ’  

h o r n s  

b 

-”’ 3 
b l a c k  

3 
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Ex.  5 4 .  C l a s s  1 4 .  

/ /  _I  / ,, 
/$f 2‘- t /m G d z  ?a/->/ 3 f 3  - t am f.3’- ;?a/ f37 ’ b i g  f r u  i t ’ - 8 - -  

f r u i t  b i g  
’ /  -’ / / 

/ifJ’- t im F? f Jt2 /->/a - fd - tam 

/a’S-tarn # pi/->/JfJ-tgm - f3’-pc-f27 - ‘ b a d  f r u i t ’  

fa’- f3’fa’- f3/7 - ’ w h i t e  f r u i t  ’ 
f r u i t  w h i t e  

, I  / 2 ’  

f r u i t  bad 
/ /  -/  / , /a’fd- t 6m g f3ma/->/3€2 - - tam fa’- fJb’- f3’7 - b l a c k  f s u i  t ’ 

f r u i t  b l a c k  

The j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  hezdnoun w i t h  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  
( q u a l i f i y i n g )  r e v e a l s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : 

- Thzt  c l a s s e s  4 and 1 0  d i f f e r  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  
‘ b l L c k ’ .  h h i l e  c l a s s  4 i s  marked by t h e  concord  e l e m c n t  /sa-/,  
G p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1 0  i s  marked b o t h  by p r e f i x  /sa*-/ znd s u f f i x  / - s a / .  

- C l a s s e s  8 and 9 s h a r e  t h e  same concord  morpheme /I-/ 
- Clzss 5 h a s  /a’-/ a s  i t s  c o n c o r d  marker  u h i c h  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
i t s  nominal  p r e f i x  / a - / .  

- C l a s s e s  3 a i d  5 s h a r e  t h e  same concord  e l emen t  /a-/. 
A r e c a p i t u l a t i v c  t a b l e  o f  . .  t h e  A concord  e l e m e n t s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  
bc1o.w : 

/ 

I 

/ 

/ 

/ 
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1 
.~ 

5 

6 

Class 

2’ - 
/ 

in - 

3’ - 

13 

1 9  

4 

/ a’-, -t3- 

fa’-, -fa’ 

/ l sa-  

I / 
in - I 6;; 

I / ’  7 I a -  
I 

/ 
1 -  I 8 I 

Y 
/ 
1- I 

1 0  I sa’- I 

F i g .  7 .  

4.1 .3 .  NUMEKAL [ lUUki ) .  

i~iscussions 011 nurnercls w i l l  t z k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f o u r  ~ ; ~ i i i i b e r s :  1, 2 ,  3 ziid 4. 

. ;  Class 1. 

E x .  55. 
I 1 I -  

/ ~ w - u <  n i J ?  /->/5’w-usl - 3/-m32/ ‘ o n e  p e r s o n ’  
p e r s o n  o n e  

Ex. 5 6 .  Class  2 

/ig‘-j” p&-->/~//-a + f  6-1127 1 t w o  people’ - - 
p e o p l e  two 

2 
. .  
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Ex.58. Class  4 

e x .  59  Class  5 

ks. o i .  

C.,... . u > 5  

' t w o  j u j u s '  I /  - / / '  , -- 
j u j u s  two 

/ i i i -Kui i i  pg/->/ - in-nuqi m-;rs/ - 

-/ / / /  , 
/m-kuiii # ti/->/m-kum - i - t $  - ' t h r e e  jujust 

.l j u j u s  t h r e e  , .  

/ /  -/ / / 
/m-kuin i Y 3  /->/iii-Kuin - ni-kYe - 7 ' f o u r  j u j u s '  

j u j u s  f o u r  
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Ex. 62 C l a s s  8 

4 - / /  

c r o s s e s  two 
/ /  / 4 /  

/i-wamnG p p ~ - > / 1 - w i m n ~  - 1 / - p ~ 7  - 1 two c r o s s e s '  

/i-wamnG ,# ta/->/i-wamne - <-t<? - ' t h r e e  c r o s s e s '  

/i-wamnG $ kYE /->/i-wamne - CkYE - 7 ' f o u r  c r o s s e s '  

c r o s s e s  t h r e e  
/ /  J / .  

c r o s s e s  f o u r  

Ex. 63 C l a s s  9 

Ex. 64. C l a s s  1 0 .  

-"' 3 3 - / 
/asa*-n'-d> @pg/->/3sa-n-d> sa(pE7 ' two h o r n s '  

h o r n s  two 
/ -, , / 

it ta/--->/.>sa-n-d9 - s$ta/7 - ' t h r e e  h o r n s '  
h o r n s  t h r e e  

h o r n s  f o u r  

Ex.6S C l a s s  13. 

jaws  two 

jaws t h r e e  
-, / /a'B/-p~3j+kYE /-->L&U-p5 3 t d k y C  - 7 ' f o u r  j a w s '  

j aws  f o u r  

Wi th  respect  t o  t h e  c o l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  head  noun w i t h  n u m e r a l s ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  can  b e  made : 

- C l a s s e s  1, !3 and  5 have  t h e  same .concord  morpheme /d-/ when 
/ 

c 4 
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one I two 1 three I four 

collocated with the number 'one'. 

- Classes 4 and 10 have the same concord morpheme with respect 
to the numbers, two,'three' and ' f o u r ' .  Below is a chart that 
summarises the concord elements,of nouns when collocated with 
numerals. 

I I 

1 

2 

~ I ta I ky6 
Class I m y  I I 

a'- - - - 

- p i -  p i -  j p i -  

4 

5 

6 

, 
- s a< S S a: 

a'- - - - . , , - , m- m- m- 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 3  

6 a l  - 1 -  I -  l -  I 
I , - a- 

- 1- i- i- 

i- ~ - 

- - 
, / / 

, - 
- S 3: S a= sac 

- t '3,- t 6- tdl- 

~~ 

F i g .  8.  

The strokes ( - ) ,  mark instances where collocation of 
t h e  noun with numerals is impossible. 

. 
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4.1.4. DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN. (DEM). 

The near speaker(NS) demonstratives ‘this’ and ‘thkse’ 
and the near listner (NL) demonstratives ‘that’ and ‘those’ will 
be  used to illustrate concord between head nouns and the demons- 
trative determiner. 

Ex. 66 Class 1 

Ex. 67 Class 2 .  

d people these 

people those 

Ex. 68. Class 3 

\ 
./.3’-kz€ fc zaj/-> / s i k ? i €  6-za 7 ’this armpit‘ 

- > 
armpit this 

/a-k?~€ p .a’/->/s(k& - 6- .a_? ‘that armpit‘ 
armpi t that 

/ 

. .  

Ex. 69. Class 4 
\ 

/aS,-kzf fF sa3 /->/&l’-ka‘€ 8 - s  7 ‘these armpits’ 

/a’s’-kz€ -# sa->/>s&-k5f - 6- ss?  ‘those armpits’ 

- ’3 
armpits these -. / 
armpits those 
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Ex.70 Class 5 
/ ,  

/a)-k<m # k i  /->/-a-kum 6 - k i  7 ' t h i s  j u j u '  3 3 - 
j u j u  t h i s  

- /  / /<-ku/mF kye/->/ - a-kum $-kYe? - ' t h a t  j u j u '  
j u j u  t h a t  

Ex. 71 Class 6 

/ ,  
/m-kum $-mi137 ' t h e s e  j u j u s '  

j u j u s  t h e s e  

/ '  >/$ku)m b - m g  ' t h o s e  j u j u s '  
j u j u s  t h o s e  

- 
/m-kum P me/- - 

Ex. 72 C l a s s  6a 

1 m - l :  / 4 ma. I /->/;'-I,* b - m a j ?  I ' t h i s  w ine '  J - 
wine t h i s  

/ m - L *  mz/->/m-L* -/ b - m g  t h a t  w ine '  
- 

wine t h a t  

Ex. 73 Class 7 
- /  / /  I 

cross  t h i s  . 

/a-wamne & ka. /->/ a-wamn6 7 ' t h i s  c r o s s '  3 - 

/a/-w&ne # kYg/->/a-wamnS -/ / #-kYc?., ' t h a t  c r o s s '  - 
c r o s s  t h a t  

Ex. 74 Class 8 
1 J /  \ /l/-wdmnC t ,  ua /->/1-wamne b-uag? ' t h e s e  c r o s s e s '  - 3 d 

cross t h e s e  
- /  / 

/{-w&n6 ug/->/ 1-wamn6 ( 6 - v g  ' t h o s e  c r o s s e s '  - 1 

c r o s s e s  t h o s e  

Ex. 75 Class 9 



$ 
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- 
horn that 

EX. 76 Class 10 

, I  / / 
/3sd -n-dIJF /-->/ss’-;-d$ - 8 -  sd ‘3 ? ‘these horns’ 
horns these 

/a’s$- n’- d 3 IT S ~ / - > / ~ b ’ -  n’- d3J 6 - s 3  ’ tho s e ho rn s ’ 
horns those 

Ex. 77 .  Class 13. 

Ex. 7 8  Class 19. 

-/ / , / \ 

fruit this 
/2fa’-tam # faJ/->/afJ-& - b - € $  ‘this fruit’ 

/Jfa-tam tf: €Ye /->/ia-tam - d-€ye? - ’that fruit’ ’ J  / 

fruit that 

Looking at the above analysis, one remarks that: 

- the demonstrative pronoun in Mmen cannot pour light on the 
concord system o f  Mmen. This is because, all the classes share 
the same concord element,/b-/ when their nouns are collocated 
with the demonstrative. 
- Classes 3 and 9 show difference not in concord but with res- 
pect to the demonstrative pronoun. While that for class 3 is 
/ - ~ 7 ,  that f o r  9 is Oa’i?. At one point in the analysis o f  the 
noun classes of Mmen, the difference between these demonstrati- 
ves was taken as one of the aspects that distinguish class 3 
from class 9. 

3- 
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Preiented here below is a table of the demonstrative 
concord elements for the various classes. 

Fig.9. 

The strokes (-) mark instances where the head noun 
cannot be  collocated with the demonstrative pronoun. 

4 . 1 . 5 .  ASSOCIATIVE MARKER (ASS.M). 

When the jssociative marker is tested with the head 
noun, they are seen to manifest concord. The examples below 
help to elucidate this : 
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Ex. 7 9  Class 1. 

/ I /a’,-ud #vain/--->/&-u> - b-val/n? - ’the person o f  the child’ 
person child 

Ex. 80. Class 2 
I /.’y-” pVal/n/ ---->Lsx-S + & i n ?  - 

people child 
‘the people of the child‘ 

Ex. 81. Class 3. 

/ /a’-k?if f l  va<n/->/sckZf - 
armpit child 

$vain? ‘the armpit of the child’ 

Ex. 82. Class 4 

/ /  / -. / 
/as3 -kZf @ vain/->/3sd-k:f - S’-va<n-sd?’the - armpits of 
armpits child the child’ 

Ex. 83 .  Class 5 
/ -/ /aik& kZvain/->/a-kurn - $:vain? - ‘the juju o f  the child‘ 

juju child 

Ex. 8 4  Class 6.  

/., ,, + /  /m-kum #vain/-->/m-kum - g-va<n? - ‘the jujus of the child‘ 
jujus child 

Ex. 85 Class 6a 

/ /k-L* #vain/->/n;(-l* - k - v a f n ?  - ‘the wine of the child’ 
wine child 

Ex, 86 Class 7 
/ /  / -/ / / 

/a-wamn6 & vain/->/a-wamn6 - van-:? - ‘the cross of the 
cross child child‘ 

Ex. 87. Class 8 
/ I  / / /  

crosses child child‘ 
/i-wamnG & vain/->/i-wamn* - va’n-1’7 - ‘the crosses o f  the 

r 
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J 

Ex. 8 8  C l a s s  9 

/ ’  f 

h o r n  c h i l d  
/ n - d 3 3  IF-vain/->/z-d$ - d - v a f n ?  - ’ t h e  h o r n  o f  t h e  c h i l d ’  

Ex. 89  C l a s s  1 0  

/ , , /  / -, / / 

h o r n s  c h i l d  t h e  c h i l d ’  

/ a  sa - n - d3J F vain/--> - /3sd - n - d g p - j - v a  i n - 9’7 - ’ t h e  h o r n s  o f  

Ex. 9 0 .  Class 13 .  

/ -, , 
/J’@, - p S y a i n / - > / a t a  - - p 3 ~  t$va<n-ta’? - ’ t h e  jaws  o f  t h e  

jaws  c h i l d  c h i l d ’  

Ex .  9 1  C l a s s  1 9 .  

,. , / 4 1 / 

/ d f J - t a a  # valn / -> /dfd- tam - fa’:va<n-fa/? - ‘ t h e  f r u i t  o f  
f r u i t  c h i l d  t h e  c h i l d ’  

From t h e  above i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  one can  make t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
remarks  : 

- Classes 1 and 2 have  t h e  same concord e l emen t  / d - / .  So t o o  i s  
t h e  c a s e  w i t h  c l a s s e s  4 and 1 0  whose c o n o r d  e l emen t  i s  / s$ / .  

- C l a s s  9 h a s  a / b - /  concord  e l e m e n t .  
- The c o n c o r d  marker  f o r  c l a s s  5 i s  /a’-/ which i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
i t s  nomina l  p r e f i x  /l-/. 
For p u r p o s e s  o f  c l a r i t y ,  a summary o f  t h e  concord  e l e m e n t s  f o r  
t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  be low : 



d 
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ii) Classes 1 and 2 when collocated with possessives, associati- 
ves, demonstratives and numerals are seen to have identical con- 
cord elements / b - / -  

iii) When nouns of all the classes are collocated with the demons- 
tratives, they are seen to share the identical concord element 
/ !h- / .  

iv) When nouns of class 3 and S are juxtaposed with adjectives, 
possessives, associativesand numerals, their concord elements 
are / b - /  (for possessives and demonstratives) and /$-/ (for adjec- 
tives, associatives and numerals). 

v) Classes 4 and 1 0  have identical concord elements /sa’’-/ (when 
collocated with possessives, adjectives, associatives and nume- 
rals) and / b - /  (when collocated with demonstratives). 

vi) Nouns of classes 6 and 6a have identical concord elements 
/ b - /  and /m-/ when they/collocated with possessives, adjectives, 
associatives, and demonstratives. 

vii) Classes 8 and 9 nouns have identical concord morphemes / d - /  
(when tested with possessives and demonstratives) and /I-/ (when 
tested with adjectives and numerals). 

viii) Despite the cases of identical concord qlements, the rest 
of the classes i.e 7, 13 and 19 remain clearly distinct in that 
their concord elements are exclusive properties of these classes. 

/ are 

/ 

4 ~ 2 ~ GENERAL REMARKS. 

I n  this chapter, the discussion has centered on concord. 
1 

Among grammatical categories chosen for this discussion, it has 
been revealed that the demonstrative pronoun manifests a / b - /  
concord morpheme for all the classes. It has equally been obser- 
ved that some classes have concord morphemes whose morphological 
forms are different from those of their nominal prefixes; such 
is the case with classes S and 9. I n  classes 4 , 1 0 , 1 3  and 19, the 
forms of the concord elements /sac/, Is?’-/, It&</ and /fa-/ res- 

/ 



p e c t i v e l y  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  nominal  p r e f i x e s  /a&</, 
/2=-/, /a’@’-/ and /;fa’-/ e x c e p t  t h a t ,  i n  marking  c o n c o r d ,  t h e s e  
e l e m e n t s  d e l e t e  t h e  i n i t i a l  vowel ( shwa) .  T h i s  may be an i n d i c a -  
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  vowel  o f  t h e  p r e f i x  w i l l  f i n a l l y  be d e l e -  
t e d .  

I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  w i t h  some c l a s s e s  
l i k e  1 , 3  and  5 ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  show d i s p a r i t y  i n  noun p r e f i x e s ,  
t h e y / i d e n t i c a l  c o n c o r d  e l e m e n t s  when t e s t e d  w i t h  p o s s e s s i v e s , a n d  
d e m o n s t r a t i v e s .  The nomina l  p r e f i x e s  f o r  c l a s s e s  1 , 3  and  5 a r e  
/a</, /Jt/ and /it/ r e s p e c t i v e l y , / t h e y  a l l  have  / b - /  as t h e i r  
concord  e l e m e n t  when t e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  a f o r e  ment ioned  c a t e g o r i e s .  

s h a r e  

b u t  

/ 
A l s o ,  c l a s s e s  5 and  9 w i t h  nominal  p r e f i x e s  / a - /  and 

/ N - /  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  b o t h  have  / $ - /  a s  t h e i r  concord  e l e m e n t  when 
nouns i n  t h e s e  two c l a s s e s  a r e  c o l l o c a t e d  w i t h  p o s s e s s i v e s  and 
d e m o n s t r a t i v e s .  

I 

/ 1 
C l a s s e s  8 and  9 have /I-/ and /N-/ a s  t h e i r  nominal  

p r e f i x e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  But when nouns o f  t h e s e  two c l a s s e s  a r e  
c o l l o c a t e d  w i t h  p o s s e s s i v e s  and d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  t h e i r  c o n c o r d  
e l emen t  i s  / b - / ,  hhen t e s t e d  w i t h  a d j e c t i v e s  and n u m e r a l s ,  t h e i r  
concor  e l e m e n t  i s  /I-/. / 
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CHAPTER F I V E .  G E N D E R  AND SEM ONTENT 

5 . 0 .  INTRODUCTION. 

The p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  was d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  con-  
c o r d s y s t e m  i n  Mmen. I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  b e  p a i d  t o  
t h e  g e n d e r  and  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  o f  Mmen nouns .  Gender a s  u s e d  
h e r e ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s i n g u l a r  nouns  and  
t h e i r  p l u r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  For t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
t h e r e f o r e ,  nouns w i l l  b e  g rouped  i n t o  s i n g u l a r  - p l u r a l  p a i r s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  c l a s s e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  c h a p t e r  3 .  The 
view t h a t  nouns  b e  grouped  i n t o  s i n g u l a r  p l u r a l  p a i r s  i s  s h a r e d  
by Leroy (1977,p.Zg)  when s h e  s a y s ;  

Anderson ,  (1980 p .52)  s h a r e s  t h e  snme o p i n i o n  when he  remarks  
t h a t  ; 

" ... fflUb2 noun4 belong .to one ob .the udd-numbehed 
6 ~ M ~ ~  d L b b t A  and une 06 Zhe even-numbaed p h -  
ML &nun. 
p t W  & A n  don a given noun noox d c&ed .its 
genda.  " 

Tkin p u n g  0 6  a ning- IcLith a 

However, some nouns i n  Mmen w i l l  be  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  have  no p l u -  
r a l  forms .  T h i s  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  under  s e c t i o n  5. 
Gender i s  a common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Bantu  l anguages .  Accord ing  
t o  Welmers (1973 p.161) : 



-. 
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What is striking about gender in Bantu languages is 
that it does no pertain to male-female relationship but rather 
to the relationship between singular and plural nouns. This 
singular-plural relationship is marked by nominal affixes which 
group nouns into various classes. 

In discussing gender, the semantic content of nouns 
will also be taken into consideration. Semantic content used 
to be a major criterion for determining noun classes but now 
semantic content alone connot be a good enough criterion. This 
is because semantic traits have either been disappearing with 
time or becoming so variable that it is now common to find nouns 
with various semantic contents in the same class. Talking about 
semantic content, Hedinger (1980 p.12) says : 

.$ 

I. 

" In  ,the pabf, Xhe Bantu nuun C.I%AU may have 
been b a e d  un a demantic cLann i ( j i ca t iun  a6 nuunb, 
bLLt nuw .Lt appeah6 Xu be a p u h d y  MbiZwLy bybtWI 

whehe i n  no one &A can nuunb 06 u d y  une beman- 
LLc content can be 6uund." 

That semantic content i s  no longer a reliable criterion for 
noun classification is also expressed by Wiesemann ( 1 9 8 4  p . 4 6 ) :  



a 
a 
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5.1. GENDER AND SEMANTIC CONTENT. 

To establish gender in Mmen, the affixes as well as 
semantic content of various nouns have been taken into consi- 
deration. Some class pairs show considerable consistency in 
terms of semantic content but others do not. Based on seman- 
tic content, one can distinguish the following genders in Mmen. 

1/2 made up of exclusively kinship nouns 
3/4 made up of mostly mixed nouns 
5 / 6  contains mostly mixed nouns 
6a made up o f  mass nouns 
7 / 8  contains mostly mixed nouns 
9/10 made up of mostly mixed nouns 
5/13 contains augmentatives 
19/6 contains dimunitives. 

Looking at the above genders one sees that genders 
1 / 2 ,  6a, 5/13 and 1 9 / 6  show some consistency in terms of se- 
mantic content. It will however,be discovered in later sections 
that apart from gender 1/2 which is exclusively one of kinship 
nouns, the others do not share this exclusive characteristic. 

5 . 2 .  DOUBLE AND SINGLE CLASS GENDERS. 

In Mmen there are 7 double class genders ( 1 / 2 ,  314, 
S j 6 ,  7 1 8 ,  9 / 1 0 ,  5 / 1 3  and 19/6)and two single class genders 
( 5  and 6a). Speaking about double and single class genders 
Walters (1980 p.111) has this to say : 

"Many noum me mmbenn 06 
AingUhJt and .the o.the/r .to mmk p.ewuLe. Some nourn, 

cead~ieo, one .to mu.& 



- 7 2  - 

Below i s  a t a b l e  o f  d o u b l e  and  s i n g l e , c l a s s  gende r s  i n  Mmen. 

1 > 2  

3 > 4  

> 6  
3 , . * 5 ,  . 

I 1 
, -. . > 10 i g  ./ . 

I 
Fig  11 

The c l a s s e s  marked w i t h  a s t e r i s k s  a r e  s i n g l e  c lass  
g e n d e r s .  

5 . 2 . 1  DOUBLE CLASS GENDERS.  

5 .2 .1 .1 .  Gender 1 / 2 .  

T h i s  g e n d e r  e x c l u s i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e s  k i n s h i p  nouns a s  

e x a m p l i f i e d  below : 
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Ex. 4 3 .  

1 a'-&, fat her ' @Y ph5 ' fathers' 

3 gw-ifdf 'wretech' $8- &a'f 'wretches' 
'child' $j'-Jin 'children' 4 gv-ain 

5 a'v-aku ' orphan' $8 - dkd ' orphans ' 

2 ,.w-u3 'person' 3%- 2' 'people' 

I 

, /  

5.2.1.2. Gender. 3/4 

Nouns of this gender can be grouped into animate, in 
animate and parts of the body nouns as seen below : 

- Animate nouns. 

Ex. 4 4  

1 d-pfa' 'goat' 

2 $-pJ ' cricket 
3 $-f3in 'chief' 
4 3'- pu' 'dog' 
5 J'ya'hz 'successor' 

- Inanimate nouns 
Ex. 4 5  

1 $ - t 9  'palace' 
2 d'-k& 'thousand' 
3 S-tdm 'message' 
4 3'-t$m ' dr eam ' 
5 b - S r ( 7  'case' 

- Part of the body nouns 

Ex. 4 6  

1 S-kZf ' armpit ' 
2 $-tQ'm 'back' 

' goats ' 
'crickets' 
'chiefs ' 
'dogs' 
'successors' 

'palaces ' 
'thousands' 
'messages' 
'dreams 
'cases' 

armpits ' 
backs ' 

/ /  a s - k z f  
a'&'- t sdm *' 
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5 . 2 . 1 . 3 .  Gender 5 1 6 .  

T h i s  g e n d e r  compr i se s  nouns  r e l a t e d  t o  p l a n t s  and  m i s -  
c e l l a n e o u s  e g .  

- P l a n t  r e l a t e d  nouns .  

Ex. 4 7 .  

1 ;-fa ' f a r m '  m-fE 

2 d- ku/ 

' farms' / 

/ /  ' f o r e s t '  m-ku ' f o r e s t s '  

- M i s c e l l a n e o u s  nouns .  

Ex. 4 8 .  

1 a -  kum ' j u j u '  m-kum 
2 1 - f u  / /  'medec ine ' ,  m-fu / I  'medec ines  ' 

/ /  ' j u j u s '  / /  

guns  ' I /  
. J  3 1-wus ' g u n '  m-wus / I  

? - 
4 1'- kYc ' b e d '  k- kY< ' b e d s '  

5 . 2 . 1 . 4 .  Gender 7 1 8  

T h i s  g e n d e r  c o n t a i n s  a n i m a t e  and  i n a n i m a t e  nouns a s  f o l l o w s :  

- Animate nouns .  
I 

Ex. 4 9 .  

/ \ \  1-kw215 / ' p r o s t i t u t e s '  a - kwala p r o s t i t u t e '  1 
2 ;-faram ' c o c k r o a c h '  i- m ' c o c k r o a c h e s '  / /  I /  

'mice' / '  

1 i - t Jw~mSk6s  f r o g s  ' 
3'-33 7 mushrooms 

3 d- f ui 'mouse '  1 - f u l  

5 r ;-z&? 

t \ 

\ 
a'-t am5kes ' f r o g '  

' mu s h r o om ' 4 I' 
- I n a n i m a t e  nouns 

Ex. 50  

' c r o s s e s  ' 1 a-wamn2. ' c r o s s '  
2 a'- k$S z i n c '  ,<-kw&s ' z i n c '  p l  
3 a'-ftit2. ' a  p a i r  o f  s c i s s o r s '  i -fst+ ' p a i r s  o f  s c i s s o r s '  

/ '  
I - wanin6 / *  

" 
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/ 
4 a - @ n  'crab' i- k w a  'crabs ' / 

\ 
5 L - d  7 cough' 2'- z 3 7 cough' pl 

5 . 2 . 1 . 5 .  . Gender 9/10. > 

This gender consists of animate and miscellaneous 
nouns. 

- Animate nouns 

1 Ex. 5 1 .  

1 m-bt5lt5 'caterpillar' - m -  b 6 16 ' cat e rp i 11 ar s ' / / / /  

65-i -g;in 'girls 1 

P 3 1 n  'seed' -9 - gwi 7 seeds ' 

- Miscellaneous nouns. 

\ \  'girl' 

TgWi3 

Ex. 5 2  

\ I / \  1 m - m i i l  Pswelling' jsa-m-miil 
2 n-dCm \ svagina' $sa' -I\z-dh 'vaginas I 

I , (  proverb' gs -3 -gain ' proverbs 

'swellings' 

'week' 5s;Sd- 3 - g gm 'weeks ' 
'trouble' &$-$- gt5 ' roubles 

7 n - 'horn' $sd-n'-dgJ 'horns' 

5 . 2 . 1 . 6 .  Gender 5/13. 

This gender groups nouns related to parts o f  the body, 
plants abstract and miscellaneous eg. 

- Parts of  the body nouns. 

Ex. 53. 
1 f-pjlJ 'jaw' 5 d - P 3 7  'jaws' 
2 l- tdm 'heart' $4 - t& I hearts ' 
3 i-dw; 'stomach' it$-dwd 'stomachs' 
4 i-ty 'penis' I penises ' 

..: .. . 



m 
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- P l a n t s  r e l a t e d  nouns 

Ex. 5 4 ,  
/ /  / 1 1 - f u  ' l e a f  ' $9 - f u  ' l e a v e s '  / '  

2 l - p l  ' ' k o l a n u t '  i d - p i  ' k o l a n u t s '  
3 ' p a lm f r o n d '  SG-Yd ' pa lm f r o n d s '  

/ /  

- A b s t r a c t  nouns .  

Ex. 5 5 .  

1 [- t 5 f  ' i n t e l l i g e n c e '  aid- t4 ' i n t e l l i g e n c e  p l .  
2 1 - z a f  ' i l l n e s s '  did- z a f ' i l l n e s s e s '  

3 l- f 5 ,  ' b r a i n '  dd- f 5 m  ' b r a i n s  ' 
/ /  

5 . 2 . 1 . 7 .  Gender 19/6. 

T h i s  g e n d e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  nouns t h a t  can  b e  grouped  i n t o  
an ima l  names, p l a n t  r e l a t e d  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  nouns eg.  

- Animal names. 

Ex. 5 6 .  

1 Sfs-tim~i7 ' c a t '  k- t 5 m ;  7 
2'~'- n c 9 ' b i r d '  m-nSJ 2 

3 $fa'-p:? ' ch impanzee '  m'-pu 7 
4 d/fd-t(aJk>'? ' chameleon '  L-dagk;? 
5 $a'- kb t r a b b i t  ' m -  kG 

/ 

I 

/ 

- P l a n t  r e l a t e d  nouns. 

Ex. 5 7 .  

1 a G - k 3  ' t r e e '  
2 

/ 

/ /  
m-k3 / /  

id- t im ' f r u i t '  m-tam 

/ /  
4 a'fd'- ZSS ' p e p p e r  ' m -  zds 

/ 
3 if 2'- v B ' m o r t a r  ' m - va' 

' c a t s '  
' b i r d s '  
' ch impanzees '  
' chameleons '  
' r a b b i t s '  

' t r e e s '  
' f r u i t s  ' 
' m o r t a r s  ' 
' p e p p e r '  p l .  
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i 

Ex. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

5 
6 
7 

- M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  

5 8 .  
/ /  / / 

a fa -kw& pimple  ' m-kw2s ' pimp l e  s ' 
iB'- ke  712 ' b u t t o n '  k-kZ.?l; ' ' b u t t o n s  ' 
$f$-tjfg: ' h a i l  s t o n e '  k-tj <gr ' h a i l  s t o n e s '  
$53'- tu)?  ' d a y '  m'-t47 ' d a y s '  
a,fJ'-pii, ' c h i s e l  m-pii ' c h i s e l s '  
a'fs-3a 'god '  m -33 gods ' 
a&- y s ~ '  ' e a r r i n g  

L 

\ i  

L ' e a r r i n g s  ' m-yeld / I  

5 . 2 . 2 .  SINGLE CLASS GENDERS. 

Theoreare two s i n g l e  c l a s s  g e n d e r s  i n  Mmen. These  a r e  
5 and  6a .  A s  h a s  been ment ioned  i n  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s ,  nouns 
o f  t h i s  c l a s s  have no p l u r a l .  

5 .2 .2 .1 .  Gender.  5. 

T h i s  gende r  c o n s i s t s  o f  nouns o f  group 5c .  They can  
b e  g rouped  i n t o  a b s t r a c t s ,  mass a n d c o u n t z b l e  nouns e g .  

- A b s t r a c t  nouns 

Ex. 59. 

2 i - t s3 f  "JY ' b e a u t y s  
1 

3 1-22 'madness ' 

' h a p p i n e s s '  f /  

/ 

J 
4 <- t (3'9 ' t h e f t *  

i d  

- Mass Nouns. 

Ex. 60. 
/ '  1 1-wul  
/ 2 1-WE 

a r a i n '  
' g r a s s  



. 
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- Countable nouns 

Ex. 61. 

, 1  1/-36 'quarrel(s) ' 
2 <-J< 'eye(s) ' 

5. 2 . 2 . 2 .  Gender Sa. 

Nouns of this class are nc 
non-liquids eg. 

- Liquid nouns. 

Exe  6 2 .  

/ 1 m-dzig 'urine ' 
2 k-&m ' blood' 

,J 

- Non 

Ex. 6 3  

1 .'-tJ: 

2 4- ka in 
\ 

3 m -  k 5 j  

'castor oil@ 
'breast-milk' 
' p u s '  

liquid nouns 

' s o i l '  
'gun-powder' 
' grave 1 ' 

consits of 

r? 

liquids and 

5 . 3 .  GENERAL REMARKS. 

As regards the discussion on the gender system of 
hlmen what stands out clear is that a niajority of the genders com- 
prise mixed nouns in terms of semantic content. Apart from genders 
1 / 2 ,  6a and to a l e s se r  degree 5/13 and 1 9 / 6  which show conside- 
rable consistency in semantic content, the rest o f  t h e  genders 
contain nouns of various semantic origins. 

. . .  . .  
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This inconsistency in semantic contelt explains why 
semantic content alone cannot be an adequarc and convincing cri- 
terion for determining noun classes since it is common to find 
nouns with different semantic contents belonging to the same 
c l a s s .  

It is worth while noting that class 5 nouns need 
special attention since in some cases these nouns have their 
p l u r a l s  in class 6 ,  others in class 13 and others still do not 
have plurals at all (they are mass nouns). Nouns of class 5 
which form their plural in class 6 and 13 constitute double 
class genders while those without plurals constitute a single 
class gender. 
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CHAPTER S I X .  

6.0. CONCLUSION. 

6.1. SUMMARY. 

This project set out to describe in detail the Noun 
class system of Mmen. 

Chapter 1 (the introductory chapter) handled the objec- 
tives and significance of this work. In this light, mention was 
made of the contributions that thiswil make to future linguis- 
tic studies on Mmen. Secondly, this chapter attempted to situate 
Mmen geographically and historically. Here the linguistic arm 
of Mmen and its varieties were indicated, Mention was also 
made of the position of Mmen vis-2-vis its neighbours. Histori- 
cally, a brief history of Mmen was given especially so, as it 
helps to explain how the names 'Mmen' and 'Bafmeng' came into 
existence. While the name 'Mmen' was found to owe its existence 
to the historical movement of the Mmen people from Tsute in Mbonge 
to M w e ~  (i.e their present site from which is derived the name 
Mmen), 'Bafmeng' is believed to have been given by people of Bali 
origin who came to Mines as interpreters to the Germans who arri- 
ved this region before the first World War. This chapter a l s o  dis- 
cussed the theories and methods of analysis adopted for this work. 
Here, the approaches used were identified to be both structural 
and generative. Lastly this chapter attempted a genetic classifi- 
cation of Mmen. It was revealed here that Mmen is ii ring language 
belonging to the Niger-Kordofanian family. 

Chapter 2 was dedicated to the sound system of Mmen. 
Although phonology does not constitute a major area of concern - 
in this work, it was deemed necessary that the reader b7-acquain- 
t e d  with the sound system employed in this work. In &perspec- 
tive, discussions here centered only on consonants, vowels, tones 
and syllable structure of words. 



I Here, the criteria for identifying and distributing nouns into 
classes were stated. Noun prefixes were found to constitute one 
of the major criteria for this identification and classification. 
With the help of these prefixes, a total of 13 noun classes were 
identified. These classes are: 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 6 a , 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 3  and 19. 
However, concord, gender and to a lesser extent semantic content 
also played a significant role in the identification and classi- 
fication of nouns. In each case that a nominal affix was identi- 
fied, its corresponding proto-ring form was indicated. In some 
classes, prefixes were seen to have altcrnants. Where possible, 
explanations were given to this effect. 

Chapter 4 was concerned with the analysis of the con- 
cord system of Mmen. The term concord was used to refer to the 
agreement between the head noun and its satellites such as adjec- 
tives, possessives, numerals etc. Like noun prefixes, concord 
system was seen to constitute one of the major criteria for iden- 
tifying and classifying nouns. In this chapter, it was revealed 
that while the rest of the classes have concord elements whose 
forms are similar to those of their prefixes, classes 5 and 9 
have concord morphemes that are different in form from those of 
their nominal prefixes. It was also revealed that only classes 
7 ,  13 and 19 remain clearly distinct in the sense that their con- 
cord elements are exclusive properties of these classes. 

I n  chapter 5 ,  the centre of focus wZs gender and seman- 
tic content. A total of nine gender distinctions were identified 
in Mmen. Seven of them ( l / Z ,  3 / 4 ,  5 / 6 ,  7 / 8 ,  9/10 and 1 9 / 6 )  are 
double c lass  while two (5c and 6a) are single class genders. 
Sem antically, it was discovered that nouns with different seman- 
tic contents can belong to one class. However genders 1 / 2 ,  6a, 

5/13 and 19/6,were found to manifest some degree of consistency 
in terms of semantic content. 

i 
I 



II 

In the course of this work, a few problems were iden- 
j tified. In chapter 3 ,  the'nouns of class 5 and 8 were discovered 

to have alternants in their prefixes. These alternants include 
the high vowel /i-/ and the l o w  vowel /&/ for class 5 and /I-/ / / 
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r Chapter 6, the conclusion gives the summary of the 
I 

il 
entire work and at the same time highlights the problems faced 
in describing the noun class system of Mmen. Where possible sug- 

Again, in this chapter, the nouns of classes 3 and 9 
on the one hand7qdand 10 on the other almost appeared to belong 
to two classes. That is, the nouns of classes 3 and 9 seemed to 
belong to a single singular class while 4 and 10 seemed to form 
the corresponding plural class. Looking at these classes, two 
tentative solutions appeared plausible ; 

i) that classes 3,9,4 and 10 constitute four different classes 

ii) that they can be combined to form two classes only with 3 and 
9 forming the singular of 4 and 10. 

However, with the help of prefixes, concord and gender, an adhoc 
conclusion was arrived at; that classes 3,4,9 and 10 are four dif- 
ferent classes.(see chapter 3 :  section 3 . 2 . 1 1 ) .  
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Chapter 5 revealed that apart from genders 1 / 2 ,  6a,  

5/13 and 19/6twhich exhibit some degree of consistency in terms 
of semantic content, the rest of the classes are mostly pairs 
of mixed nouns. It was equally observed that the nouns of class 
Sa and 5b have morphologically marked plural forms while those 
of class 5c lack such forms. 

It is the hope that this work will be of grent value 
to linguists who might have to work on Mrnen. The work, however, 
cannot be said to be exhaustive; as such any loopholes in it 
can be used as bases for future linguistic research. 
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