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CHAPTER I:
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1. Introduction

The present study describes the verb morphology of Mpumpun  and
relates this morphology to functional projections above VP and feature checking
in the sense of Pollock (1989) and Chomsky (1995). In this first chapter which is
entitled General lntroduction, the objectives and significance of our study will
be presented in section one. In the second section, we present the sociolinguistic

considerations. Section three follows with methods of data collection and
analysis and theoretical considerations, The last section, section four, presents

the synopsis of the chapters.

1.2. Objectives and significance of the study
1.2.1. Objectives of the study

The objectives of this study are two fold. In the first place, the study seeks
16 presemt a description of the morphology of the verb in Mpumpun, by
characterizing the various elements that make up the verb group and specifying
their distribution vis-d-vis the verb root. The second objective of the study is to
relate the verb morphology to feature checking and functional projections in the
sense of Chomsky (1995) and Pollock (1989). The study proposes that although

the verb group is morphologically very rich, we need only four functional

projections above VP to account for feature checking on the verb.




1.2.2, Significance of the study

After Diiafeva (1989) and Ngangoum (2002) who studied the phonology
and noun morphology, we consider a study of the verb morphology as the next
logical step in the description of the Mpumpuny language. 1t is clear that there is
stifl a lot 10 be done concerning the entire description of the language. But, the
present study, added to Dijiafeua (1989) and Ngangoum (2002) will certainly
provide language teaching experts with basic material needed for primers, post
primers and pedagogic grammars on Mpumpuyy. The study will also be of -
benefit to those who want to continue the description of the language, and to
theoretical linguists who need more data in order to write more adequate
theories of language.

This study contributes to the development of Bantu languages. In fact, it is

a contribution to Universal Grammar,

1.3. Sociolinguistic considerations

1.3.1. Historical situation

Mpumpsny and neighbouring cantons, according to oral literature, belong
to the Bantu group and are said to have the same ancestors. However, it is still
difficult to determine the exact origin of these ancestors, for their descendants
- are dispersed. Djiafeua (1989) had noted the following two trends.

According to Akoa Bat, an old man of about 80, they came from kolokon
around the kribean coast. The actual dispersal of the cantons is due to the
abandonment of some members of the group during the difficult journey to the
East province.

According to Adang njonda, Mpumpun and their neighbours came from

Angola. e attributed the actual dispersal on the geographical plan to tribal

wars,




Apart from the foregoing information from Djiafeua (1989), my own
informants such as Didier Abono, student at the University said that they came
from Angola and Gabon. They were chased from these countries during wars
orchestred by Islam. They finally found themselves in the Congo valley. Just as
they established themselves, they were made prisoners by the Konzime.
Unfortunately for the Konzime, their princess fell in love with a Mpumpun. For
a start, it was a catastrophe, because the king had decided to kill the man and his
brothers, if that love could not end. Fortunately, the princess helped her beloved
and his brothers to run away. This escape was the last; they established their
settlement in Yokadouma. te attributed the actual dispersal to the fear of being
caught again. So each family head took his family members and went away.
That is why we find them today in Yokadouma, Moloundou and Lomie.

All these versions have a convergent point, that is the recognition of
Yokadouma as the emblem of Mpumpuy canton. Yokadouma (7Zok a duma
meaning "never will the elephant fall again™) is a chief who was killed by the
german administration. It is the murder of this chief that gave the name

Yokadouma to the town.

1.3.2. Geographical situation

Though our work is based on Mpumpuy, we will give some information
about the neighbouring cantons Kunabembe, Mezune, Banyantu, Mpoman. The
following geographical situation is taken from Johnson and Beavon (1989).

The Mpompo people live mainly in the south and the west of Yokadouma
in the Boumba and Ngoko division in the East province of Cameroon. They are
bordered to the south by Kunabeeb speakers, 10 the west by Koozime speakers,
to the North by Yangere speakers and to the ecast, extending into the central
African Republic, by speakers of Mpyemo. In the North West of Mpompo
dialect area in the district of Mbang, live the Mezime (West of Mbang) and
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Batpntu (East of Mbang) spcakers. Speakers of the Boman dialect are located
just south of the Kunabeeb about halfway between the cities of Yokadouma and
Moloundou.

The area in which these groups live is all dense tropical forest. The
principal administrative and commercial center for the Mpompo and Kunabeeb
dialect areas is Yokadouma, while for the Mczime and Bayantu areas it is
Mbang. For the Boman, it is Moloundou. Roads between these areas are
unpaved, but are generally kept in good condition. Access to villages located off
these main roads is difficult without a 4-wheel drive vehicle, particularly during |
and immediately following the rainy season.

The Mpumpuwy canton is made up of ten villages namely Medoum. Mbol,
Mbol [1, Weso Nwapak, Melele, Bienamama, Medouyge , Mintoum, Djemba.

The principal village i1s Medoupze.

1.3.3. Socio-economic situation

The cultural and traditional patrimony has been deeply damaged by the
passage of the coloniser. Nevertheless, there are still some important things as
our informants told us. "keke" is the main danse. Concerning their behaviour, we
were told that Mpumpuy are characterised by disdain for pride and zeal. The
identity symbol of the Mpumpuy man is a drink called "siso decoction".

Concerning the economy, the Mpumpuy population is highly agricultural.
The principal cash crops are cocoa and robusta coflee. Banana is cultivated here
and used in many different ways, but not eaten.

Handicraft, animal rearing and hunting are practised for local

consumption. Apart from the presence of some sawmills, industrialisation has

not yet reached this canton.
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1.3.4. The language: its name and its linguistic classification
1.3.4.1. The name

The language presently called Mpumpuy has had different appellations in
various linguistic studies. In the Atlas linguistique du Cameroun, the language is
referred to as Mpo. In the Atlas linguistique de 'Afrigue centrale (ALAC), the
dialects of Mpo are Mpoman Banantu, Meziine, Mpumpuy and Kunabembe.
Probébly because this appellation was not satisfactory, the Summer Institute of

Linguistics (S.1.L) undertook a study to validate the work of ALAC? S.1.L. used

for its rescarch:

- Lists of words

- Intelligibility tests

- Sociolinguistic questionnaires

- Informal interviews

After this work, they came owl with conclusions which state that
Mpumpuy) is the standard dialect, Mpumpun as written here is the correct form.
Finally, the speakers of the language gave a gencral name to the language: Miléy

naa (’'m saying that).

1.3.4.2. Linguistic classification of Mpumpuy

Mpumpiny is a bantu language spoken in Cameroon, particulary in the
East province. Guthrie classified it under group A80 with Mezime, Bajantu
Kunabembe and Mpoman. ALAC presented all these dialects as belonging to the
4™ zone, and the code of Mpwnpuy is 431,

The diagram that follows shows the gencalogical descent of Mpumpin]

and the other dialects of Miléy naa.



Niger — kordofarnian

Niger — Congo

Benoue — Congo

v
Bantoid
Bz?;\tll
. v
Grassfieds Bantu Equatorlal Bantu Bantu of Mbam
Northern Elqualorial Southern Equatorial
Al0  A20 A30 A40 AS0  A060 AT0 AB0 AS0

S—————~————"  Basaa Bafia Tuki Beti-fang ~ Maka-Njem Kakso

Coastal group Bakoko
Miléy naa
Mpoman Banyjantu Mezinme kunabembe Mpumpug

431

1.3.5. Review of related literature

Concerning the literature on Mpumpuy, two studies were undertaken,

~namely the phonology and the nous morphology.




1.3.5.1. The phonology

Djiafeua (1989) has wrilten a dissertation on "lsquisse phonologique du
Mpumpuy . He came out with the following conclusions.
Mpumpun has 7 vowels, 30 consonants and 4 main tones. The alphabet

has 37 letters. The following tables will respectively present tones, vowels and

consonants.

Table 1: Tones

Tones signs
High /
Low : \
Rising o V
Falling A
Table 2: Vowels
Front Back
Closed - u
Half-closed e / ' 0
Half-opened £ | / o]
Opened (a? 2 / | /

@W\((Aa/(\ :

dalaal O /;/ ﬁf f@v%u{




Table 3: Consonants /—\\j
4 :
Nl - =
= = = o b 7}
S E8| 5§ | &
Fa Yoo ] o
et —
vl p t c k kp
® Stops
Z vd b d } g gb
"
§ [1alf-nasal vd mb nd nj ng mgb
© Nasal vd fm n d
2 vl f s
}_2-_- Median - -
s vi . v Z w
7 .
S Lateral vd I y
Aspired vi P o K" kp"

The syllable in Mpumpuy is defined as the presence of a tone on a vowel.

He proposed the following formula:

@ V(|

NB: The elements in parenthesis are optional.

There are two types of syllable structures in Mpuinputy : The monosyllabie
and the dissyliabic. The monosyllabfc structure 1s recurrent.

Concerning tones, it is very conunon (o come across many simple tones in
a word than to come across many modulated ones. In Mpumpuy, low tone is

recurrent as shown in example (1).

: v
' I am not very sure about what Djiafeua’s formula implies. Probably what he imbedded was (c) (G) {v :} ).




(1) tdagla
Esydghtl
Eboma
Ep"fnsa

Etil

- lo pray
- to sift
;o meet

Cto mix

: to write

1.3.5.2. Noun morphology

"Noun morphology and the internal structure of the nominal construction

in Mpumpap” is the title of the dissertation written by Ngangoum (2002). Here,

we will present a resume of her work.

The noun in Mpumpun is made up of a prefix plus a stem. Nouns may be

classified into more than one class depending on the prefix adjoined to them.

This can be clearly seen in the following table.

Table 4: Noun in Mpumpuy

Class Prefix Stem Gloss
5 d- ~is eye
6 m- ~is eyes
5 - - ¢l village
6 m- - £l villages

There are nine noun classes in Mpumpuy presented in the following

table:




Table 5: Noun classes

(Classes Prefixes
Class | mu-, N, 4, @ -
Class 2 bu-, ba-, o-
Class 3 N
Class 4 mi
Class 5 _ d-,¢-

Class 6 m-, g -
Class 7 @

Class 8 C-
Class 9 pi-

Derivation, reduplication, compounding and borrowing are devices use.d
to expand the lexicon. Loan words are integrated into the noun class system of
Mpumpuy.

The nominal construction in Mpumpuy may be made up of a noun alone,

a pronoun or a noun plus a determiner as shown in example (2).

(2)

- a noun: ndza: house

- a pronoun: mi: |

- anoun + a determiner: bwin ba: these children

children these

The singie noun may function as:

- subject: ot é lwi g nam

a man has spoken to me
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- Objectof verb: mi i stm ndza

[ have  built a house
- Object of preposition: mi i o  mé pyémb
I go to the farm

Possessive, interrogative and demonstrative pronouns agree in class and
number with the noun they modify.

Concerning the noun plus the determiner, the noun occurs at the initial
position and the determiner follows. The agreement features on the determiner
are determined by the class.zmd number of the preceding noun.

In Mpumpuy, a noun can be modified by a possessive, associative,
adjectival, quantified or relativized nominal constructions. The agreement
features on modifiers are delermined by the class of the modified noun.

Concerning agreement in Mpumpuy nominal constructions, she adopted
the determiner hypothesis (Abney 1987), according to which the determiner, as
a functional category, heads the nominal group and selects NP as its

complement in the sawme way that 1' selects VP as its complement. Her DP

structure is schematised below in (3).

The basic DP is headed by a covert (nulf) or by an overt determiner, and

the pronominal DP is considered as a head D with a null complement.




in gcn.erati\-'e constructions, DP is modificd by a lexical genitive or by a
possessive determiner embedded in a generative phrase.

While non numeral quantifiers modify a DP in terms of a head-
complement relation, numerals objectives and relative clauses modify the DP in
terms of an adjunction structure.

After phonology, noun morphology, the next step towards the
standardisation of a language is the verb morphology. So, this review of past
works on Mpumpuy helps notice to what extend works have been done in the
fanguage and what logically follows. This review, finally, helps to better

understand the language.

1.4, Methods of data collection
1.4.1. Informants

Data used in this study, were collected with the help of Mpumpuy native

speakers. The following table contains their names and some information related

to them.

Table 6: List of informants

Name Village Age Level of studies Profession
AGNOPA Valentin | medounnge 26 Baccalauréat Student at INJS
ABONO Anclaire Parny 24 Baccalauréat Law student
Mme veuve MEBEL |Barny 45 House wife
ABONO Didier Parny 28 Bachclor Degree in|Teacher

Science
ZHELL Jacques Parny 27 Baccalauréat Computer
student




1.4.2. Data collection

Words for this work were collected for a start in isolation, then in
association. The following scheme was used:

verbs in the infinitive

- verbs + personal pronouns

- verbs in different tenses

- verbs in negative forin

- verbs in different moods

- verbs + extensions

- simple sentences

- complex sentences

These data were collected with a dictaphone and transcribed immediately.

The Dictaphone was again used later for verifications.

1.5. Theoretical considerations

Irom chapter two to four, our work emploww
to the description of the verb group in Mpumpuy, as used by native speakers. In
chapter five, we depart from the purely structural approach and use minimalist
approach to account for agreement in Mpumpuy verbal constructions. In respect
to this, we have adopted Pollock’s (1989) proposals regarding the structure of
the verb group and Chomsky’s (1995) views on feature checking as expressed in
the minimalist program.

Concemning the structure of 1P, Pollock (1989) proposes that the IP
formafly considered as the highest articulated structure be divided in different
functional projections. It is following that view that we have AgrP, a TP, an

AspP and a NegP that will be projected this work.

P




1.6. Synopsis of the chapters

This work is divided in six chapters. The first one which is the
introduction states the objectives of the work and presents the sociolinguistic
background of the Mpumpuy language. I .chaplcr two, we exanune the verb
| group in its internal structure tooking at Infinitive, verbal elements and syllabic
structures of the verb stem. After comes the third chapter based on verbal
extensions. Then comes the fourth chapter based on verb modalities, here
inflectional categories are examined. In chapter five, we take a step towards
integrating our analysis into generative grammar. Here the verb morphology of
Mpumpun will be related to feature checking and functional projections in the
sense of Pol!qck (1989) and Chomsky (1995). The last chapter of this work is

the general conclusion which summarises our findings and presents problems

and areas of further research.




CHAPTER I :

THE MORPHOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF

THE VERB GROUP IN MPUMPUD

2.1. Introduction

In this chapter, we study the morphological structure of the verb in
Mpumpur) focusing on the elements that make up the verb group. According to
Essono (2000: ) the verb is:

‘Une catégorie morphofogique variable. [l est construit par

agglutination de deux éléments : Affixes et base verbale'

In other words, the verh is a mo_rphological category which is likely to
change. It is made up of two principal elements, affixes and a verb base. These
elements, that make up the verb group (affixes and verb base), will be the focus
of attention in this chapter. In the first section, the infinitive forin of the verb
will be presented. In the second section we will examine verbal elements in the
sense of Meeussen (1967) ; and in the last section we discuss the syllable

structure of the verb stem.

2.2. The infinitive

The infinitive form of the verb in Mpumpuy is comprised of the infinitive
affix plus the verb base. The infinitive affix here is the prefix [e -] which bears a
low tone. A formula for the infinitive can be presented as follows. |
[£] + verb base

The examples in table (1) bellow illustrate the infinitive form of the verb

in Mpumpuy .




Table 1: Infinitive form of the verb in Mpumpuy

Prefix Verb base lafinitive Gloss
£- - ké tke To walk
| ‘- - di Edi To eat
£- - til etil To write
£- - boma Eboma To meet
é- - lama elima To inject
£~ -Kwombél Ekwombe] To organise -
£- -nwor) Enwor) To take
£ -bawel Ebawél To wound
2.2.1. The prefix

The prefix or the infinitive marker is the equivalent of the French
infinitive markers (er, ir...) or in the English infinitive marker 'fo'. In

- Mpumpuy, it functions also as a noun prefix as in many other African languages

. It belongs to class 5. Table (2) that follows illustrates the use of [£-] as both an

infinitive and a noun prefix.




Table 2 : [€-] as infinitive marker and noun prefix

Infinitive Gloss Nouns gloss
£ba To get married tba marriage
Ekpwi To be ill Ekpwi illness
Edzesa To forget Edzésa omission
Epdya To wrangle £goya wrangle
Ebyeén To denic Ebyén denial

2.2.2. The verDh base

According to Welmers (1973: 330)a verb base is defined as:

"That part of the infinitive form which follows the infinitive prefix'.

Furthermore, the verb base is made up of a stem plus extension(s). It is the
nucleus of the verb group; that is to say, it is the element to which all the other
elements of the verb group dock to.

Depending on the type of extensions the verb base receives, it can be

simple or extended. (1) and (2) respectively preschl the types of verb base.
e e

/(\ . ) [-df] : The idea of eating

»
[-ba]  :The idea of gelting married
“ [til] : The idea of writing

-Syﬁgh—él‘]_i The idea of sifting™

Ad
@@\MXO

[-phﬁm-sé] : The idea of mixing

[-dag-1a]  : The idea of praying

(3} li-d&yd] :Tobeeaten

[dé&sd ] - To cause to eat

[t&boma]  : To sell oneself




[ti-nimb-1a | : To hate each other

NB: Verbal extensions will be presented in detail in the next chapter.
The roots of the verb base are also used to form nouns. Table (3) contains

some examples.

Table 3: Derivation of nouns from verb roots

Verbs Gloss Nouns Gloss
£-ba To get matried £-ba marriage
£-ke To walk E-kénd walk
£-kal To curse kalél curse
£-dul To drive n-dul driving
£-mwigh To cull mémwigha gathering
E-sydgh-£1 To sift syagh-sa sifter

2.3. Meeussens’ verbal elements

The expression 'verbal elements' was used by Meeussen (1967) and
Guthrie (1967) to designate constituents that make up the structure of the verb.
The two authors, however have not divided these elements in the same way.
Guthrie (1967) classified them in three groups:

a) Prefixes, infixes and suffixes

b) Reflexive and negation

¢) Tense markers

Meeussen presented them in a quasi strict order of occurrence. He
proposed ten elements which cnter in the morphology of the verb; Here are these

elements.

I-  Pre-initial

2-  [Initial




3-  Post- initial
4-  Formative
5- Limitative
6- Infix
7- Radical and suffix
8- Pre-final
9-  Final
10-  Post-final
We think that Meeussen has presented thesc elements in greater detail and
so ,we have decided to work with his own categorisation of ve_rbal elements.
All these elements proposed by Meeussen are found in Mpumpun ,except

the infix and the pre-final.

2.3.1. Pre-initial (P1)

According to Bitjaa (1990:341) the pre-initial in Bantu group A languages

is a floating high tone which precedes the morpheme that marks agreement
between the subject and the verb. In Mpumpuy, it is also a floating high tone
which is attested, it docks to the tone of the morpheme that marks agreement in

the third person singular and plural. (4) and (5) are illustrations of the pre-initial.

(da) -mari ' & réde

(4b) - mari 4 rédeé

(4¢) - mari £ réde
mary Sm TM+ eat
"Mary is eating"

In (4a), the floating high tone is represented near to the agreemnent marker.

And in (4b), the foating high tone has been reported on the agreement marker
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and in (4c), it has been simplified. In fact, it has made a fusion with the tone of

the agreement marker.

(5)a-awa' & & d¢
b-awa ¢€ £ de
c-awa & £ de

Awvah SM TM eat

"Awah has eaten"

2.3.2. Initial (1)

According to Meeussen (1967);
'Normally, the initial is the verbal prefix with low tone for persons,
but high tone for classes . [ ... ]. In the imperative, there is no prefix’.
Notice that, there are two types of verbal prefixes: the persons and the
nominal ciasses. Here we are concerned with persons. In Mpumpuy, the initial
is the morpheme which marks agreement between the subject and the verb. Even
Bitjaa (1990: 343) considers the initial as:

' Le prefix d’accord sujet verbe!

the initial in Mpumpuy has a high tone. Consider the following data:

[mi] indicates the first person singular

[4] ndicates the second person singular
[4 indicates the third person singular

[ni} indicates the first person pluoral
[bil indicates the second person plural
[b&] indicates the third person plural

The initial morpheme [ni] becomes [zi] when the person speaking is not

included, in reported speech for example. (6) illustrate this.




(6)a ‘'ni ribwalkd’

we TM dance
"we are dancing”

(6)b £ E kB 'zi rébwal'
he TM say  we TM dance

"he has said: we are dancing”

2.3.3. The post-initial

Tn Mpumpun as in many other Bantu languages, this post-initial position
is occupied by a negative morpheme. It is found in between the initial and the
tense marker. In Douala for example, it is materialised by the morphemes [si] or

[si] as (7) shows.
(7Y mima a- si - mapd pé

child SM Neg TM come  again

"The child will not come again"”

In Mpumpun, it is marked by a long vowel [a:]. Its tone changes
according to the tense in which it is employed (8), (9) and (10) are illustrative

examples.
(8). UR: mi -a -4: d¢
SM TM Neg eat
PR:/mé : dg/

"T will not eat soon"




(9) UR:na mi -4: d¢
that SM+Sub Neg eat
PR:/na mi  dE/

"That I don’t eat"

(10) UR: 0 -ré¢ -4 dt
SM TM Neg eat

PR/ wa: d&/f

"you are not eating"
(Neg : negative marker)

2.3.4. The formative

In Mpumpuy, formative equals to 'tensc markers’. These tense markers
are amalgamated, for they can express at the same time tense, mood and aspect.
They occupy the place just before the verb base. The example in (11) below
illustrate the position of the formative within the verb group. We illustrate this
by using the future tense morpheme.

In Mpumpm}, the second future tense marked [a ghu} is used to express

an action that will be realised later than the moment of speaking.
(11) a ghit ké

SM+F, Fy+impft indM  walk

"I will walk later"”




(IndM: indicative mood)

(lmpf: imperfective Aspcct)

2.3.5. The limitative

According to Bitjaa (1990)

'l s'agit d'une classe de morphémes qui en basaa peuvent
apparaftre a la place du constituant "formative” sans pour. autant
qu'ils renvoient a un mode ou a un temps. Ils peuvent cependant
marguer un aspect [ .. [' |

In other words, the limitative is an aspectual marker that can occur in the
place of the formative, without necessarily rcferring to mood or tense. In
mpumpuy), the limitative is an aspectual marker, but it comes after the formative.

Below arc some examplcs.
(12) mi | lwa  dé

SM TM lim eat
"I have just eaten”

Here, the aspect is perfective.

(13) ma tone til

SM+TM  him write
"I will always write"”

Here, the aspect is inherent
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(1) mi 1 sydghtl
SM  lim sift

"Sometime I sift”
Here, the aspect is imperfective

2.3.6. The infix (In)

Meeussen (1967) defines the infix as a personal pronoun object which is
placed between the formative or the limitative on the one hand and the verb base
on the other hand, in some bantu languages. In Basaa, for example, there is no

infix, the personal object pronoun is always placed next to the finite verb base as
(15) shows.

(15) m& ntT (bé) wEé

l prestgive Neg you
"l am nnot giving you"
In mpumpuy as in Basaa the infix is not attested.

2.3.7. The pre-final

According to Meeussen (1967: 110)
'"An element -ag- (and variant -ang-) is largely attested, its
Cmeaning ranging from imperfective to ‘repetitive' or ‘habitual’ is
difficult 1o state more exactly for the proto period'.
In fact, it is an aspectual marker which directly affects the verb base when
it is used. The aspectual morpheme marks either durative imperfective,

habituative or progressive, depending on languages. Looking at Basaa, we can
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see, with Bitjaa (1990: 352), that the prefinal is also an aspectual suffix [-vk]
which is linked directly to the finite verbs base. The following examples in (16)

itlustrate the prefinal in Basaa.

(16) j¢ ——» ajtk
cal cating
om —»  30mok
prick pricking

unilp ———» aanbak
irritate irritating
In Mpumput, the pre-final does not exist or the pre-final is the same thing
as the limitative although it has the meaning of the pre-final in other languages

as illustrated in (17) and (18) below. 1t is marked by [né ]

(17) €lima —_» nflima
to inject injecting
EbE > nébé
to see seeing
£ byéla »  DEbyéla
to find finding
(18) ¢ gn né dE

SM TM+tdrink Asp eat
"He is drinking while eating"

2.3.8. The final (Fin)

According to Meeussen (1967: 110), morphemes that are found at this

position mark perfective, subjunctive or negative . In Mpumpuy, this place is
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occupied by the marker of subjunctive and imperative. These morphemes are {e]
with a high tone and [-ka] with a low {one.

The morpheme [-¢] is used to mark the imperative singular and
subjunctive when the verb ends with a consonant.

- NN .

(19) a- tile . write!

Némbé_ : chew!

b- na mi  tilé

that 1 write

"That I write"

The morpheme [-ka] is used in the first person imperative plural and in the
first person plural of all tenses.
(20) a-  ni tilka

SM  writel fin

’Il

"let us wrile

b- ni déka

SM eattlin

"let us eat!"

c- ni r€ke ka

SM TM+walk+fin

"we are watking"
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3.9. The post-final
According to Meeussen (1967):

‘one such element, can he established: -ni (and regional variant -i)
in the plural of the imperative'.

In Mpumpun, we clearly find this morpheme in the second person plural
of imperatives. It comes just after the final [ka]. It is materialised by the

morpheme [na] with a low tone. (21) is an illustration.

(21) dékana - eal !
tilkana s wrile |
kékana swalk !

This position, that is the post-final, is also occupied by a floating tone
which replaces the tone on the vowel in final position. It is a high tone placed on

the last vowel at the imperative.

(22) ¢&d¢ e (£
{0 eat eat
£t"a —» "
to come back come back!
£sala » sala
to work work!

2.4. Recapitulation

It appears clearly that ten elements take part in the formation of the verbal

group in Mpumpuy . Eight of which were attested in Meeussen’s analysis of

proto Bantu. The following chart summarises these findings.
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Meeussen Pre- Initial Post formative | Limitative | Infix Verb | prefinal |Final Post final
(1967) initial initial base
Role inie Mood {Concord | Negative | Tense Aspect Object |Core |Aspect | Tense and negative |Imperative
proto Bantu marker |prefix |marker |marker |marker |marker marker | markers marker
Role in | Infinitive i r Concord |Negative | Tense = | Asoect @ Core @ Imperative | 1% person | Imperative
mpumpuy  {marker prefix  |marker |marker |marker sing plural all|{marker 2™
subjunctive | tenses and | person
markers | Moods plural
Morphemes _w - wH mi & @ opend | @ -€ -xa -na
representing i i opend class
positions in £ a a class
Mpumpun ni ibe
Um , |
be : W
a ght
wi _
p"d m




2.5. The syllabic structure of the verb root in Mpumpuy

Bitjaa (1990 : 351) defines the verb root as follows:

‘e radical est un lexéme, c'est-a-dire une wunité significative
minimale qui doit nécessairement s'associer a d'autres morphémes pour
engendrer les constituants syntaxiques ou verbaux (selon les cas) d'une
langue'.

This definition rejoins the one proposed by Meeussen (1967) which states
that the verb root is an indispensable part of the verbal base to which extensions
are édded.

The verb root in Mpumpuy can be classified under two different
structures:

- the monosyllabic

- the dissyllabic

2.5.1. Monosyllabic structures.

‘There are two types of monosyllabic structure

- CV

- CVC

The verb root with this structure, has a low tone. Tables (4) and (5)

respectively present monosyltabic verb roots.

Table 4: CV structure

Verb root Gloss
dE The idea of eating
- be The idea of s.owiug
- ba The idea of getting married
-dd The idea of laughing
-bo The idea of splitting
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Table 5: CVC structure

Verb root Gloss

- lag The idea of reading

- il The idea of writing
B - sum ) The idea of building

- v3i | The idea of helping

- nan The idea of ripping

-tap- The idea of talking

- min The idea of wolfing

Most of the verbs with this structure are transitive verbs. Furthermore, the

are verbs of motion.

2.5.2. Disyllabic structure

In Mpumpuyg, there are three types of disyllabic structures.
- CV.CV
- CGVC
- CGvV

Most of verbs with the CV.CV structure have the following sequences of

tones: high - low or low - high. the other two structures mostly have verbs with a

falling tone. The tables (60), (7) and (8) illustratc this.




Table 6: CVCY structure

Verb root | . Gloss
- boma The idea of meeting |
- bala The idea of coming back
- sala The idea of working
- bara The idea of squeezing (the hand)
- kina The idea of touching
- boma The idea of selling
- baip The idea of imitating
- sogha The idea of frightening

1t is worth noting that all the verbs with this structure have the vowel [a]in

final position.

Table 7: CGVC structure

Yerb root Gloss

- The idea of taking

- byén The id_ca of denying

- bwér- N The idea of clenching (teeth)
- pwil The idea of plucking

- dzyiik The idea of burniﬁg

- kwbm ' The idca of keeping

- lyagh- . The idea of teaching

- syagh- The idea of sticing
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Table 8: CGV structure

Yerb root Gloss
- gbwa The idca of putting
- bya hE ‘The idea of delivering
- dzwi The idea of giving

The verbs of the CGYV structure are less recurrent in the language.

2.6. Summary

‘In this chapter, based on the morphological siructure of the verb group in

Mpumpuq , we observed. That the infinitive of the verb is formed by adding the
prefix [€ ] to the verb base. This prefix has the same form as the nominal prefix

in class 5 nouns. The verb base can be simple or extended depending on the type
of extension It receives. We realised also that apart from the prefinal and the
infix which are not found in Mpumpuy, all the other elements proposed by
~ Meeussen (1967) are attested. The infinitive marker is added to these verbal
elements to form the verb group. In Mpumpuy , the verb root has two types of
structures. The monosyllabic and the disyilabic.

The next chapter provides a detailed discussion of the reflexes of the

verbal extensions in Mpumpur).

32




CHAPTER IH:

VERBAL EXTENSIONS

3.1. Introduction

According to Meeussen (1967) quoted by Bitjaa (1990), verbal extensions
are verbal suffixes which are added to the verb root to produce new verb base. In
Mpumpuyg, verbal extensions are affixes, that is to say, they can be suffixes or
prefixes. .Certains notions which are expressed by verbal extensions in some
Bantu languages are expressed by prepositions or complex verb forms in
Mpumpuy . Mpumpuy verbal extensions can be divided into two matn groups.

- Non-productive verbal extensions

- Productive verbal extensions

These two types of extensions will be studied in this secﬁon. But before
that, there is a term necessary to the comprehension of verbal extensions that

must be defined, that is the verb valency.

3.2. Verb valency
According to Hedinger (1992), verb valency is:

"The number and kinds of verbal complements including subject,
object, indirect object, instrument, eic. which are obligatorily present
with a given lexical item',

The addition of an extension to a verb root may necessitate the addition of
a complement such as object, instrument or other noun phrase in a clause. In
other words the valency .is being increased. In some cases, the addition of an
extension decreases the valency. In the present work, we cannot treat verb

valency for it will be too large a topic.
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3.3. Non-productive verbal extensions

Non productive verbal extensions are grammatical suffixes without ‘a
specific meaning. As said belore, they consedueully have no impact on the verb
valency. The question that logically.follows after this statement is: "What then is
the raison d’étre of these extensions? ' Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 183) provide
an answer to this question in the following terms:

It is possible that they are use simply for stylistic effects. It
could also be assumed that in langnages with dialectal differences,
non-productive verbal extensions are used to mark differences between
the various dialecis’. |

They continue by saying that Akoos has two dialects (Mwetug and
Mwanenyr. ) which are diffcrentiated at times, at the level of non productive
verbal extensions. In Mwetug the suffix vowel is [-¢ ] while in Mwanenye | the
suffix vowel is a long [-a], but they have the same meaning. Here are some
examples.

(1) Verbroot Mwetug  Mwanenyg Gloss

3

nwak gwag€n nwagaan  'to resemble’

seem séémén séémaan 'to examine'

The present study is limited to the description of the Mpumpuy variety, so
we cannot pretend to make a comparison with other dialects. May be studies on
the other dialects will present those differences. Here, we will simply present
non-productive verbal extensions in Mpumpur .

Non-productive verbal extensions in Mpunipuy can be a zero morpheme

or a monosyliabic morpheme.




3.3.1. Zero morpheme

We tatk of zero morpheme when the verbal base is constituted of the root

only. Tablc | comains some cxamples.

Table 1 : Non-productive verbal extensions : Zero morpheme

Yerb base

Root Zero morpheme Gloss

_d& @ _de The idea of eating
-vd| 2 -v3| The idea of lielping
bé @ b The idea of sowing
-bi @ -bi The idea of beating

3.3.2. Monosyllabic morpheme

The monosyllabic morpheme is a grammatical suffix which is attached to

the verb root to form a new verb base. Table 2 presents the different

monosyllabic verbal extensions in Mpumpur).

Table 2: Monosylabic non-productive verbal extensions

Verb root | Monosyllabic | Verb base Gloss
morpheme

-!yégh—. £l -lyaghéi The idea of teaching

-ba- -wil bawél The idea of wounding

~dag- -la -dagla The idea of praying

-p im- -5a -p imsa The idea of mixing




The non-productive verbal extensions give rise to a simple verbal base or

a primitive base,

3.4. Productive verbal extensions

- Productive verbal extensions are morphemes with a specific meaning that

are attached to the verb root to create a new verb base. These extensions include.

- causative - applicative
- reciprocal - instrumental
- reversive - repetitive

- reflexive - passive

- tmpositive efc. ..

The following productive verbal extensions are attested as pure verbal
extensions in Mpumpuy :

- Causative one’

- reciprocal

- reflexive

- passive

Notions such as:

causative two and three

- instrumental

- applicative

- separative

- repetitive

which are expressed by purely verbal extensions in other languages are
expressed either by prepositions or complex forms in Mpumpug . In this part, we

will present these different types of verbal extensions.

% The first causative, for there arc three types of causalive. 36




3.4.1. Pure verbal extensions

3.4.1. 1. causative one (caus,)

According to Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 177) the causative has the

meaning:

(2) Verb gloss verb + causi
[¢dE ] 'to eat’ [de -sél]
eat-caus
i) folive  [ti-sil]

live caus,
g | to drink'  [iu-sél]
drink-caus;
1£da] to sleep'  [dé-sél]
sleep-caus,
(3) ¢ £ désél mwan

he +TM eal -+ caus, child

lie has caused the child to sleep

"He has made the child sleep"

'- to cause or to make somebody do something [ ... [

In Mpumpuy , this type of causative is express by the suffix [-stl] meaning
'to cause to'. It is a suffix used to expressed vilal actions. It increases verb

- valency. (2) and (3) are the iltustrations of this suffix tn Mpumpuy .

gloss

'to cause to eat’

‘to cause to live'

'to cause to drink’

'to cause to sleep’




3.4.1.2. The reciprocal (Rec)

Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 181) define the reciprocal as a suffix which
modifies the meaning of the verb by adding the idea of reciprocity. Furthermore,
it indicates that the action inherent in the verb is received by more than one

element. These elements act as agents of the action in addition to functioning as

the goal(s). In Akooseg, the reciprocal is marked by the suffix [-ne ], 1n bafut

by the suffix [-€n], in pinyin by a body part [mbayme | and a pronoun [zoba ]

translated respectively as 'skins' and 'them’.

In Mpumpun, the verb combines with a prefix [ti-] and a suffix [-lﬁ] to

bring forth the notion of reciprocity. The following sentences illustrate the

reciprocal in Mpumpuy .
(4) ba b¢ bé  ti-dzu-la

they+TM have In  Recwash Rec

"FThey had washed each other™

(5) Jon nE¢  Mari bE € ti-kpwe-ia

john and Mary they TM Reclove Rec

"John and Mary have loved each other"

(6) ba_ bé ti-nimb-la

they+TM have Rec hate Rec

"They hated each other"
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3.4.1.3. The reflexive (Ref) |

In Bantu languages, the reflexive is a morpheme which shows that the
agent’s action is upon himsell. This extension renders the simple transitive verb
base intransitive and the agent is deleted. In Basaa, this extension is inaterialised

by the suffix  [-ba] and Bitjaa (1990: 254) considers it the passive 2 as shows
(7).

(7) Verb gloss verb + Ref gloss

a-  bép beat bép - ba beat oneself

b- pun give abit  pu+ ba give a bit to oneself
give Ref
a bit

In Mpumpun, the verb combines with the i)l'clix [t€]to express the notion

of reflexivity. Here are some examples.
(8) té-nimb

Ref hate

"To hate oneself"

(9) té-boma

Ref sell

“T'o sell oneself”

(10) a be ¢ | t€-dzwa

he P; In  Refwash

"he had washed himself"
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3.4.1.4. The passive (Pas)

According to Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 180); 'in some African
languages, passivity is marked by a verbal prefix. The addition of the passive
morpheme usually modifies the meaning of the verb as well as the verb valency.
[..]. The grammatical subject which is the agent of the action becomes the
syntactic object'. |

In Mpumpuy, it is quite the same thing; the only difference is that the
verb combines with the prefix [i-] and the suffix [-4] to render the notion of
passivity. This suffix becomes [-yd] when it is preceded by a vowel and
becomes [-ayd] when it is preceded by the consonant [-1-]. The following
examples express the notion of passiv_ity in Mpumpug . '

(11) Verb gloss verb+Pas gloss
ede to eat i-dE-ya to be eaten
Pas eat Pas
-tdzemb  tosing i-dzémb-i to be sung
pas sing Pas
~Etjel to hang i-tiel-aya - to be hung
Pas hung Pays
(12) ikwand bé ri-dé-ya bés

bananas they Pres+Pas eat Pas uncook

"bananas are eaten uncooked" \ \ \
3.4.2. Yerbal extensions expressed by prepositions \& k‘*g’ ‘,

There are four verbal extensions which are expressed by prepositions in
Mpumpuy . |
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3.4.2.1. The causative two (causy)

This type of causative has the idea of causing somebody to become
somebody or something else. In Mpumpuy, it is expressed by the preposition
[td p], meaning 'because of and it is placed just after the verb, as we can see in

the following example.
(13) ¢ £ dzyé top t314

he TM die caus; money
"He is dead because of money"

3.4.2.2. The instrumental (Ins)

The instrumental suffix in Bantu languages modifies the meaning of a

verb so as to imply that the action is done with an instrument of any kind. In
most cases thie instrument is an inanimate object. In Akoose for example, the
notion of istrumental is expressed by the suffix [-€n], whereas in Bantu

grassfields, it is expressed by a preposition. In Mpumpunp, it is the latter which is
observed. So, the notion of instrument is marked by the preposition [néyé ]

meaning ‘with' placed just after the direct object. The examples below illustrate

_ this notion.

(14) il néyt

to write Ins

"To write with"




(15) ésyaghél  néyé

to sift Ins
"“To sift with"
(16) £ ¢ yap ost né  nal  milénd

she T™M fry fish Ins oil palm

"She has fried fish with palm oil"

When the preposition [néyé ] is involved in a sentence, the {-y¢ ]

disappeared, as seen in (16).

3.4.2.3. The accompaniment (Acc)

The notion of accompaniment, according to Mutaka and Tamanji (2000:

179), expresses:

‘The idea that some action is performed heing accompanied by

somebody or by something'.
In Mpumpuy as in Bantu grassfield languages, accompaniment is

expressed by a preposition meaning 'with'. In Mpumpuy, it 1s marked by the
preposition [n€ | when the action performed is accompanied by an object; it is
placed just before the object in question as the following example shows.

(17) ¢ £ kénd £ né  mbkana

he T™™ send him Ace letter

"He has sent him with a letter”




The notion of accompaniment is also expressed by the proposition [bd n¢]
when the action performed is accompanied by a person, it is placed just before

the person. The following examples are illustratives.
(18) ¢ retil b né pol

he TM+write Acc Paul

"He is writing with Paul"

(19) ni  rédéka king  silvi

we TMteattfin  Acc Silvie
"We are eating with Silvie"

It is worth noting that when the action performed is accompanied by

someone closely related to the person performing the action or by something

belonging to the person performing the action, the preposition {n¢ | is used as

we can see in (20).

(20) a bé  rébe wa né  nwan

he+TM have TM+be here Acc child
“"He was here with his child"

3.4.2.4. The applicative (Appl)

Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 179) define the applicative as a very
productive category which generally indicates that the state or the action

described is for the benefit of somebody else. In Mpumpuyy as in grassfields
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Bantu languages, the notion of applicative is expressed through the use of a

preposition which means 'for'. In Mpumpuy, this preposition is [t€ ] placed

“after the direct object.

(21) b ¢ do z0k té sule

they T™ kil elephant Appl him

"They have killed an efephant for him"

b &  zyé £  mira

Ra¢

(22}

he+TM have In  come App! Mira
"He had come for Mira"

3.4.2.5. The separative (Sep)

The separative verbal extension as defined by Mutaka and Tamanji (2000
180) expresses the meaning of an object coming from a certain source being

separated from another with which it formally had a relationship. In Mpumpug

it is expressed by the preposition [b€ ] meaning 'fiom' placed befose the indirect

object as illustrated in (23).

(23) ¢ £ nwd1) bik bt yam

he TM take pen sep me

"He has taken the pen from me"




*tie had come from Douala”

3.4.3. Verbal extensions expressed by complex forms

In Mpumpuy as in Pinyin, some verbal extensions are expressed by

complex forms

3.4.3.1. The causative three (caus;)

This is an other way of expressing causative which means 'make that'. It is
marked by the expression [sa na]; [sa] is the verb 'to make' or to do' and [na] 1s
the complementizer ‘that'. It is placed before the direct object of the verb, the

verb itse!lf comes at the end. There are some examples.

,

(25) mot £ £ sa pa mi di

man he TM  caus; I eatl

“The man made me eat"

(26) mi ré&a na & dzé
I  TM+caus; he cry

"I am making him cry”

(27) ma sana ndomam € damb sa

I+TM caus; husbandsmy we cook  plumbs

"I will make my husband cook plumbs”




3.4.3.2. The separative (Sep)

In Mpumpu, the separative is also marked by the complex form {t jerd
tiera] meaning 'far away from' as shown in (28).
(28) ma 3 era tera wa

I'TM go  Sep here
“[ will go far away froin here”

3.4.3.3. The repetitive (Rep)

The repetitive morpheme is a verbal extension used to express an action

which is carried out once more, for insistance or memorizing.

In Mpumpuy, it is marked by the group of words [t€baka ] which means
once more., placed before the verb. This can be scen in (29) and (30) below.
(29) ¢ tt baka lag
he TM+Rep red

"He is reading once more"
(30) ¢ tt baka Zyé
he TM+tRep  come

"He is coming again"

3.5. Summary
In Mpumpuy, verbal exiensions are divided into two groups, non
productive and productive verbal extensions.

The non productive verbal extensions or grammatical suffixes are’

achieved through two types of morphemes: the zero morpheme and the

mononosyllabic suffix. They give rise to simple or primitive verb bases.




Productive verbal extensions produce extended verb bases through the use
of affixes, prepositions and compiex forms. They have an impact on verb
valency, apart from the reciprocal which decreases verb valency, the rest
increases it. It is worth noting that these propositions are not considered as
verbal extensions perse because they can move along with the noun phrase and
not with the verb,

The next step in this study after this chapter is to study the verb modalities

in Mpumpu) .




CHAPTER 1V:

VERB MODALITIES

4.1. Introduction

The verb in Mpumpuy does not only signal the syntagmatic relationship
between sententical elements; it marks also the time frame of the event it
represents. To illustrate this, we will examine in this chapter, what Welmers
(1973) calls 'verbal constructions'. That is, the inflectional categories such as
mood, tense, Aspect. The use of negation and these verb modalities will also be

examined in this chapter.

4.2. Mood and Tenses

The notions of mood and tenses are intimately linked, that is why we have
decided to treat these notions in the same part. Mood is the manner in which an
action or a state is experienced or realised. According to Bybee (1985: 167). |

'Mood is a marker of the verb that signals how a speaker chooses to
put the proposition into the discourse coniext’.

In other words, mood expresses the manncr in which a subject conceives
and presents an action expressed by the process or the verb. Following this view,
we have five different moods in Mpumpur) :

- the indicative

- the conditional

- the imperative

- the infinitive

- the subjunctive

If mood refers {o the way verbs express states or actions, tense is, on the
other hand, according to Bybee (1985: 191):




'the category that covers reference to time divided into three
parts in some langnages: time preceding the speech event, time
simultaneous with the speech eyent, and time subsequent to the speech
event',

We can therefore say that tense situates an action in relation to the
moment of discourse. Furthermore, it apposes the present moment of speech to
the non present. The non present being the moment before or after the time of
speech. In the sections that follows, we describe the different tenses as used in

various mood.

4.2 1. Indicative moods and related tenses

In Mpumpuy, we distinguish six tenses in the indicative mood, mood
which expresses a high degree of cerfainly; the mood of reality. They are

classified under past, present and future tenses.

Past two (P3): ma be miké . | had walked

Past two(p,): mia  bE  réké 1 walked

Past one (Py): mii ké : | have walked

Present (Pres): mi  réké : 1 am walking or | walk
Future (F,): ma k& - 1 will walk soon
Future two (FZ):_ ma ght k& 1 will walk later

4.2.1. 1. Past tenses

According to Comrie (1985), the past tense is the location of a situation

prior to the present moment. To express such actions. Mpumpun distinguishes

three different types of past tenses.




4.2.1.1.1. The remote past (P;)

The remote past expresses an action that took place a long time ago.
In other words, it is an action that took place before another one in the past. It is
marked by the morpheimne [a] with a rising tone which is attached to the initial,
the verb ' iave' and the subject marker. A formula for the remote past can be

presented as follows.

SM + P; + b€ + SM + VB

The following examples illustrate this tense.
(Da- ma bEé mi ki

[+P; have SM walk

"1 had walked”

b- silvi a bé & de

Sylvie shet I’ have SM eats
"Sylvie had eaten”

c- bwian bi bt bé sum ndza

children  theyi P have SM  build a house

"Chtldren had built a house"

d- na bé i sala

we+P; have SM work

"We had worked"




4.2.1.1.2. the distant past (P;)

The distant past refers to events that may have taken place months or
weeks prior to the time of speaking, It is marked by the morpheme {3} placed
after the subject marker, followed by the verb to have plus another tense marker
that is the morpheme {ré] added to the verb base. In fact, it is marked by the

discontinuous morpheme [ &----ré-]. A formula for the P, can be following:

SM + P, + to have + [P;] + verb base

The following examples in (2) illustrate this tense:
(2)a- ma b€  réké
[+P; have Pytwalk

T walked"

b- sido a bt résum ndza
sido she+P; have P,+built house

"Sido built a house"

¢c- na bé rédh glaka

we+P; have-Py+pray+fin

"We prayed"

(NB: fin stands for final)
d- bya bE réeyé

you+P; have Pytcome

"You came"




4.2.1.1.3. The recent past (Py)

The recent past is also referred to as the yesterday past. In Mpumpup, it
expresses events that have taken place a while or one two days ago. It is marked
by the reduplication of the vowel of the subject marker with its tone. It is
positioned between the personal pronoun and the verb base. The following

sentences in (3) illustrate this tense.

(3)a- £ £ nway bik
he p take pen

"He has taken a pen”

b- 1 a dé  cocd

you P eat yesterday

"Have you eaten yesterday?"

c- mi i dé cOCcoO

you Py eat yesterday

"Have you eaten yesterday"

d- bé & fim kwdy

they Pl sweep floor

“Theyhave swept the floor”




4.2.1.2. The present tense (Pres)

The present tense expresses an action which is taking place at the moment
of speech. According to Comrie (1985), it is the coincidence between the time of
the situation and the present moment. The state or the event thus have a
psychological being at the present time. In Mpumpup, as in many other African
languages, the present ié equal to the present continuous. It is marked by the
morpheme [ré-] added to the verb base. The following sentences illustrate the

present tense in Mpumpup .

(4)a- mi  réboma

I Pres come back
"I come back or [ am coming back”

b- 1 réboma

you Pres come back
"You come back or you are coming back”

c- £ réboma

"Ile comes back or he is coming back”

d- ni rébdmaka

"We come back or we are coming back”

e- bi réboma

"You come back or you are coming back”




- bé réboma

“They come back or they are coming back™

4.2.1.3. The future tenses

The future tense expresses an action which has not yet been realised. For
Comrie (1985), the future tense is the location of a situation after.the present
moment. This tense sets itself apart from the past and the present moments with
two distinguishing temporal markers for two formns of future type that are found

in Mpumpuy; the immediate and the distant future.

4.2.1.3.1. The immediate future (F,)

The immediate future expresses an action which will take place a short
while after the present moment. In Mpumpuy, it is marked by the morpheme [a]
with a high tone which docks to the tone of the personal pronoun. The following

sentences in (5) illustrate the use of the immediate future tense.

(5)a- ba sum ndza

they+F, build house

"T'he will build a house soon"

b- &stél a bwal ~tmyap

Estelle she+TF, dance tomorrow

"Estelle will dance tomorrow"




¢c- ma do  pyé

I+F, kil dog

"I will kill a dog soon"

4.2.1.3. The distant future (F3)

The distant future expresses an action that will take place weeks, months
or years after the moment of speech. it is marked by two morphemes: the
morpheme of the immediate future and the morpheme [ghu] with a low tone
placed just before the verb base, glossed as ‘some day'. The sentences in (6)

below illustrate the use of this tense.

(6)a- a ght dt

he+F, F, eat

"Ie will (some day) eat"

b- za ghi kal pjtr

wetFy I curse  Pierre

"We will (some day) curse Pierre"”

The tense markers discussed above are sununarised in the following table.




Table 1: Tense markers in the indicative mood

Types of tense Abbreviation - Markers

Past tenses

Remote past Py “ -3

Distant past P, . ré-
Recent past Py v

Present tense ~ Pres ré

Future tenses

Immediate fulure Fy -4

Distant future F, -4 gha

4.2.2. The imperative mood

The imperative mood is used to give command or to persuade in a bid to

get an elfective result. In Mpumpuy as in many other African languages, the

imperative mood is expressed at second person singular and first and second
persons plural. Its mark changes according to the personal pronoun which is

used.

4.2.2.1. The second person singular

In the second person singular in Mpumpuy, there is no personal pronoun.
When the verb base ends with a vowel there is no change, whereas when it ends
with a consonant, a suffix is added to it. That is, the suffix is {e] with a low tone.

(7) is a series of examples.

(7) a- édt d¢

to eat eat!




b- &ké ke

to walk walk!
c- £sala sala

to work work!
d- etil tile

to write write!
e- Enwdp nwo

to take ~ take!
{- &damp dampe

to cook cook!

4.2.2.2. The first person plural

In the first person plural, the personal pronoun is used and the morpheme

(suffix) |ka] is added to the verb base. (8) is a serics of examples

(S)a— ni  tilka - let us write!
We  wrile
b- ni déka : let us eat!
We eat
c- ni dampka : let us cook!
We cook
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4.2.2.3. The second person plural

~ In the second person plural, there is no pronoun, but the morpheme [ka}]
remains. Another morpheme is added to the |ka], that is the [na}. [nd] is the

mark of imperative second person plural. In (9) are some examples.

(9)a- tilkana : write!
b- iwi:kana : talk!
c- dulkana : drive!
d- dzwakana . look!
e- bwamkana :I buy!

4.2.5. The infinitive mood

The infinitive mood is a non personal and non temporal mood. It is used
to give advice, to prevent people from é certain situation. It does not make
allusion either to person or to time. Precisions on the subject and the action are
given by the general context. Generally, it takes the marks of the third person

singular. In (10) are some examples.
(10)a- €dzye tjak  iridiya

{o give birth 1s  difficult

"To give birth is difficult"

b- Ekptl  ivay sind

to love good thing

“to love isa good thing"




4.2.4. The conditional mood

The conditional mood expresses a hypothetical condition under which a
claim is made. In Mpumpung, the 'if' is expressed by a floating low tone which

takes the place of the tone of the personal pronoun. There are three different
ways of expressing conditional in Mpumpuy. When it comes to complex
sentences, the two parts of the sentence are divided by the morpheme(na] which

means 'then' or simply a comma.

4.2.4.1. The first conditional (cond;)

| This type of conditional is made up of the present tense and the future
tense, divided by [na). It expresses a present action submitted to a condition.

Here is an example.
(11) Dyén ¢ dzyé na bwan b dza

Diana she+if die then children thetF +suffer

"Il Diane dies, children will suffer”

4.2.4.2. The second conditional (cond,)

The second conditional expresses a present fact submitted to a non
realised condition. It is marked by the morpheme [wa] placed after the pronoun

of the conditional sentence. (12) is a series of examples.

(I12)a-mi  wa ké

| cond; walk

"I would waik"




) - . s ¥ (] i ’ N ’ ¥ ~ Ly ~
b- ma be rébé né nwdpi na  mi wa bwin matwa

1f+P,+ | have Pyihave money then 1 cond; buy car

"If I had money, | would buy a car”

4.2.4.3. The third conditional (cond;)

The third conditional expresses a past fact submitted to a non realised

condition. It is marked by the morpheme [p"i] placed before the personal

pronoun in conditional sentence. (13) is a series of examples.
(13)a-p"a mi k¢

cond; | walk

"I would have walked"

- 3 I's 3 L] “~ A b £ A 1 [+3
b- ma b& mi béng nwdni na p"u mi  bwan matwa

I+If+p, have | have money then cond; 1  buy car
"If I had had money, 1 would have bought a car”

4.2.5. The subjunctive mood (sub)

The subjunctive mood expresses an action as being thought in the mind.
This action expresses a wish, a desire. The subjunctive mood is introduced by
the free morpheme [na] which is placed before the personal pronoun. When the
verb ends with a consonant, a low tone suffix is added to it, that is the suffix (el

(14) is an example.
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(14)a-na  mi  Gil¢

sub 1 wrile
"That 1 write"

b-na £ dagla

sub he  pray
"That he praises”

c- n2  bi dampe

that you cook

“I'hat you cook”

4.3. Aspect

Aspect is defined as the manner in which verbal action is experienced as

completed or in progression. According to Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 185) :

‘While tense is concerned with time relations, that is, relating

time of the situation referred to some other time, usually the moment of

speaking, aspect deals with the manner in which verbal- action is

experienced in terms of progression or completion. Aspect is

concerned with the duration of action complete or incomplete, perfect

or imperfective’.

In Mpumpun, we have two types of aspect:

- The general aspect (perfective and imperfective)

- The inherent aspect




4.3.1. General aspect
4.3.1.1. The perfective aspect

According to Mutaka and Tamanji (2000: 185)
'The perfective aspect expresses the notion of completion. It
indicates that the action suggested by the verb was indeed carried out
and at the moment of speaking, the action had come to an end'.

In Mpumpiny, we have three types of perfective aspects.

4.3.1.1.1. Result
This type of perfective marks a situation in which the present state is the
result of past actions. 1t is not lexicalised; only the tense morpheme expresses
the idea of a result. In (15) below are some examples. |
(15)a-¢ 3 do pyé
he Py+Asp kill  dog

"He has killed a dog"

b- 3 b¢ ¢ do pyé

he Py+Asp have he  kill dog
"He had killed a dog"

c- £ £ tjuk taa

he Py+Asp slaughter goat

"He has slaughtered a goat"




4.3.1.1.2. The recent past

Mutaka ant Tamanji (2000: 185) say that the perfective of recent past

indicates that the present relevance of the past situation referred to is one of

temporal closeness, that is, the past situation is very recent. In Mpumpug, it is
marked by the morpheme [Iwi] or [lwd né |, glossed jusr', placed before the
verb. Here are some examples.

(16)a-¢ > lwd nE€ tuk taa

he Py Asp kill  goat

"He has just killed a goat"

b- £ £ Iwa k&

he P Asp walk
"He has just walked"

4.3.1.1.3. The completive

Here, the action expressed by the verb is completed. In Mpumpuy, it is
marked by the verb [ési] meaning 'finish' placed before the verb. (18) is an
illustration. |

(17)a-zi i sile do

we P Asp i eat

“We have finished to eat"
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b-mi i sil  &dd pyé
I Py Asp kill  dog

"I have finished to kill the dog"

4.3.1.2. The imperfective

Contrary to the perfective, which indicates the notion of completion, the
imperfective indicates that the action suggested by the verb is still going on. In

Mpumpuy, there are four types of imperfective.

4.3.1.2.1. The progressive

According 1o Essono (2000)

'Le continautif ou aspect non-ponctuel exprime le procés en
cours de réalisation. Il fait ressortir le déroulement de I'action
exprimée par le verhe sans tenir compte ni de son début, ni de sa fin'.

In other words, the progressive is a non punctual aspect which describes
an action in progress, it does not take into consideration the beginning or the end
of the action. It is found under the morpheme that marks the present tense. (18)
is a series of examples.

(18)a-mi rébwal

| Pres+Asp dance

"I am dancing”

b- @t réswistl mikand

- you Prest+Asp+wash  clothes

"You are washing clothes”




c- & réd sd

he Pres+Aspteat plumbs
"He is eating plumbs”

4.3.1.2.2. The inchoative
The inchoative is an aspect which expresses an action which is about to

begin.In Mpumpuy, the auxiliary verb of this aspect is [ ényd] translated as

'start’. In (19) are some tllustrations.
(19a-¢ £ nyél st

he Py Asp work

"He has started work™

b- ba nyél gtjukel bilé

we+F;  Asp cut tree

"We will start to cut trees”

c- bé & nyél  &fim kwdy

they P Asp  sweep floor

"They have started to sweep the floor™
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4.3.1.2.3. The iterative

The iterative states that the action expressed by the verb is repeated. It
does not take into consideration the beginning or the end of the action, but its
renewal. In Mpumpun, it is marked by the morpheme [tEbaka] meaning 'repeat’.

Here are some examples.

(20)a-¢ gbaka lay
he Asp read

"le is reading once more"

b- & tbaka nwoy
he  Asp take

"He is taking once more"

c- bé tEbaka zy¢

they Asp  come
"They are coming once more"

4.3.1.2.4. The habituative

The habitual aspect states that the action expressed by the verb has
become a habit; in other words, it expresses a situation which lasts over an
extended or uninterrupted period of time. It is marked by the morpheme {ri]

translated as ‘used to'. In (21) are some examples.
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(2D)a-mami £ risydghél  fufu

mami she  Asptsift  fufu

"Maimni used to sift fufu”

b- Lorén & rig madyu

Loren she Asptdrink water
"Loren used to drink water”

" 4.3.2. The inherent aspect

The majority of the inherent aspects has no mark, for they are
indissociable from the verb; Comrie (1976: 40) talks of 'semantic aspectual’. It
means that the verb expresses the action and its development. In Mpumpuy, we

have four inherent aspects.

4.3.2.1. The punciual aspect

According to Comrie (1976: 42),
'‘Punctuality is the quality of a situation that does not last in
time. Punctual situations do not have any duration, not even duration
of a very short period’,

(22) 1s illustrative

(22) ¢gus to throw
g¢tombo to fall
gtel {o jump

¢lama to inject




4.3.2.2. The durative aspect

The durative aspect, unfike the punctual, expresses situations that last
over a period of time Comrie (1976: 41) says that durativity simply refers to the

fact that a given situation lasts for a certain period of time. (23) represents the

durative in Mpumpu.

(23) ¢tbe to sow
¢lydghty io teach
¢dzés to learn
ggwambe | {o sweep out

- 4.3.2.3. The static aspect

Comrie (1976: 49) talks of the static aspect in the following terms.
' with a state, unless something happens to change that state,

then the state will continue... (o remain in a static situation requires

not efforts’.

in other words, the static aspect describes the subject as being in a

situation of immobility. (24) is an example.

(24) tda to sleep

£syé to die

4.3.2.4. The dynamic aspect

Contrary to the static aspect that expresses immobility, the dynamic aspect

implies the mobility of the subject and the production of efforts. Comrie (1976:

49) says it better in the following terms.




with a dynamic situation on the other hand, the situation will
only continue if it is continually subject to new input of energy...(o
remain in g dynanic situation does require cffort whether from inside

~or from outside'.

(25} £tbwal to dance
énanb to chew
i:;li:m to grind
ésydghél to sifl
eke to walk
¢dag to fight

The table below summarises the aspectual markers.

‘Table 2: Aspect markers

Type Subtype Markers

Resultative Y]

Perfective Recent past lwé, lwa ng
Completive gsi

S S Progressive TS

Habituative ri-

Imperfective Inchoative Enyél
iterative g ttbaka

The inherent Aspects @
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4.4, Negation

In Mpumpup, negation is marked by the morpheme {a:] in all tenses and

moods. If another morpheme is used the [a:] will always be there, as shown in
(26).

(26) tata a: lwi tel 3 nina

fata she+Neg+tTM  speak mno longer to us
“Tata is no longer speaking to us”

But, the difference is made at the level of the tone that the [a:] bears. It
changes according to the tense that is used. This morpheme docks to the subject

marker.

4.4.1. Negation with the indicative mood and its tenses
4.4.1.1. Negation with past tenses

In the past tense, negation is marked by the morpheme [a:] with a falling

tone. As each tense is concerned, there are some slight differences.

4.4.1.1.1, Negation with P;

Apart from the morpheme [4:] which marks negation, there is also a

floating high tone which takes the place of the tone on the last vowel of the verb

as we can sce in (27).
27a- & kom 16

he Neg+P; comb  hairs

"He had not combed his hair"

70




b- bwan ba: bwal

children they-Neg P; dance

"Children had not danced”

4.4.1.1.2. Negation with P;

Here, negation is marked by the morpheme [a:] plus the morpheme [ni]

just before the verb base, (28) is illustrative.
(28)a- pyer a: ni mé:  nwoy

Pierre he Neg I; Neg catch  snake

"Pierre did not catch a snake"
b- ma: ni ke
I+Neg Neg walk

"I did not walk"

4.4.1.1.4. Negation with P,

In P;, negation is simply marked by [4:].
(2%a- a: sim  ndza

het+Neg+P;  build house
"I1e has not built a house"
b- & de
het+Neg+P, eal

"He has not eaten”
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4.4.1.2. Negation with the present tense

In the present, negation is marked by the morpheme [a:] with a high tone.

(30) is an illusiration of this type of negation.
(30)a- wa: d¢

youtNegt+Pres  eat
"You are not eating”

b- awah a: damp

Awah shet+NegtPres cook
" Awah does not cook”

c- dzwés ya: kas

Stin it+Neg+Pres  shine
"The sun is not shining"

4.4.1.3. Negation with future tenses

In future tensesnegation is marked by the morpheme {a:] with a rising

tone, as illustrated by the following examples.

(31)a-mira i lwoy  nka:

Mira shetNegil wear  baskel

"Mira will not wear a basket soon"




b- mira & gha  Iwdyg nka:

Mira she+Neg!l; wear basket

"Mira will not wear a basket later”

c- sido a sum  ndza

Sido shetNeg+F,  build house

"Side will not build a house soon”

4.4.2. Negation with imperative mood

Negation is marked in the imperative mood by the morpheme [a:] with a

high tone.
(32)a- (w)a: kéka

(you) Neg  r1un

"Don’t run”

b- na d¢ka dow Dbi

we | Neg eattfin foot this
"1 et us not eat this food"

c- a; bdlakana

Neg go backtfiniPF

"Don’t go back"
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4.4.3. Negation with the conditional mood
The conditional mood also forms its negation with the morpheme

[a:]with a rising tone. (33) is an illustration.
(33)a -ma wa d¢

I+Neg cond, cat

"I would not eat"

b- phu ma  dt

cond; IHNeg eat
"I would not have eaten"

Wihen it comes to complex sentences, the first part marks negation by
adding thé verb [Edir] meaning 'to bé' to the negation morpheme [a:] which at
this moment has a high tone. (34) illustrates it.

(34) Dyan ¢ dira: dzweé na, bwan ba dzi

Diane shet+if betNeg kill then children they Neg+F, suffer
"If Diane is not killed, children will not suffer"

4.4.4. Negation with subjunctive mood
‘Here, negation is also marked by [a:] with a rising tone as in future tenses.

(35)a-na  ma  tile

that I+Neg write

"That I don’t write"
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b-na & dagla

sub het+Heg pray

"That he does not pray"

c- na  byéa dampé

sub youtNeg cook
"“That you don’t cook”

4.4.5, Negation with infinitive mood
Here, negation is marked by [a:] with a high tone. (36) is an illustration.
(36) ¢dzu ya: bi van  sind

to steal it+Neg have good thing

"To steal is not a good thing"

5. Summary

In this chapter based on the verb modalities in Mpumpuy, we have
realised that tenses, moods and aspects are morphologically marked by
inflectional morpheies. As far as tenses are concerned, there are six markers in
Mpumpu, expressing past, present and future events. All these tenses are found
in the indicative mood. Apart from the indicative mood, Mpumpuy
distinguishes four other types of mood, that is the subjunctive, the infinitive, the
conditional and the imperative moods. Concerning aspect, (wo types were

studied here, the general and the inherent aspects. The last part of this chapter

was based on negation. In Mpumpun, the negative marker is [a:] for all tenses




and moods; the difference exists at the level of tone. If ever an other morpheme
is used, it only comes to add to the morpheme [a:].

The next step of our study and the fast will be more theoretical in nature
relating verb morphology of Mpumpuy to feature checking and functional

projections.
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CHAPTER V :
VERB MORPHOLOGY AND THE

STRUCTURE OF IP

5.1. Introduction

The study of flle verb group was presented in the preceding chapters,
describing the various constituents of the verb and the varying positions they can
occupy  vis-a-vis the verb root. In this chapter, we will relate this verb
morphology to feature checking and functional projections. For this purpose, we
have adopted the views of Pollock (1989) and Chomsky (1995) concerning the
structure of the IP. That is the inflectional phrase according to which inflection,
as a maximal projection, heads the inflectional phrase and selects VP as its
complement in the same way as D' selects NP as its complement. The position
of AgrP, TP, AspP and NegP will be examined. In the views of Pollock (1989),
it is the presence of relevant imorphology on the verb that triggers the projection
of these functional projections. Along the same line of tliinking, we will answer
the question, if the presence of morphology marking verbal extensions warrants

the projection of another functional projection in Mpumpun and other languages

that employ verbal extensions.

5.2. Overview of Pollock (1989)

Pollock (1989) made an attempt to shed some light on a few syntactic
differences that exist between French and English with respect to the syntax of
sentence negation, question, adverbs, floating quantifiers and quantification at a
distance. According to Pollock, the article can be:

"Viewed as an altempt to show how recent proposals in the

‘principles and paramelers' framework of generative grammar can be
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brought to bear on long-standing problems and puzzles and how they
in fact provide real explanations for thent'.

In the write-up, Pollock adopled the approach according to which the 1P,
considered as the more highly articulated structure is no more a constituent with
two different sets of features (agreement and tense). Rather each of these sets is
a syntactic head of a maximal projection. Agreement phrase (AgrP) and Tense
phrase (TP). The following examples (1-5) illustrate the IP structure and the new

maximal projections he adopted.

(1) 1P structure
ip
F*"
vPp
Spec ' V'

Spec
VO

The head of IP bears all types of inflections that the verb can carry (tense,

agreement, modals, auxiliaries, negation...) Pollock (1989) then proposed to
break IP into its various components such that each inflection corresponds to a

functional projection. Thus, we have an AgrP, a TP, a NegP and AspP.

(2) AgrP

AgrP

.

Agr!

Spec '




TP
TP
U ]l
[ VP |
Spec '
e l ! ““““
Spec
VO
(4) NegP
AgrP

(5) AspP

AgrP

[——— Agrt'
Spec ‘ "‘N_P'— T

Agr® | AspP
Spec Asp'
T° I [—_M VP

Spec -V

Aspt | -
"~ Spec I

Ve

The presence of the relevant morphology in Mpumpun also warrants the

projection of these functional projections. In the following subsections, we

briefly present each of them.
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5.3. Functienal projections in Mpumpuny
5.3.1. Agreement phrase (AgrP)

According to Pollock,./\greement is a category on its own, distinguished
from tense, aspect negation, etc. It is the head of the Agreement phrase (AgiP)
and contains a morpheme that marks agreement between the subject and the
verb. According to Pollock AgrP contains all the other elements that were found
under 1P, as Chomsky (1986) assumed. In Mpumpun The verb moves to check
agreement features in Agr® in a head-head configuration the following example
illustrates the AgrP in Mpumpuny

Let us assume that the verb moves to check its features via overt
movement. If all movemenis are overt then, we will conclude that the verb

moves in Mpumpuy by an overt movement. We have used this type of

movement because it is very easy to understand.
(3) Bazip & rfdé  pyi

Bazin he Presteat dog

"Bazin is eating a dog"

Spec N :: Spec
[}
l i ] Spec '
Ne | Ve I
[ 1
] a Sec |
i : ' N°
1 i 3 1
! ! | |
i 1 H 1 !
Bazin {3™ pers sing| | + present] £ ridt Py é

t ot




! Spec %A
S N' :
pec o o l NP
E ; Spec | '
A i Ve
; ; l | Spec |
L f : Ne
' ; i ' :
1 I : £ H
' i ' ' !
Bazip & ridé ty B ¢ pyt

5.3.2. Tense phrase (1)

Pollock defines tense as a category on its own, different from agreement,
negation, ctc.. It is the head of a functional projection called tense phrase (TP).
Contrary to AgrP that marks number and gender, TP contains elements or
features that mark tense. On a tree struture, TP is the complement of Age®. The

example in (4) below illustrates TP in Mpumpun

(4) ma be réké

SM+P,  havet+P, walk

"1 walked"




(4)a
AgrpP
i
A w
Spec N % Spec lo—‘ l_ v
I i ' Spec l
. v
mi  [1st pers sing] [F;z]  Abé rike
(4)b
AgrP

! Spec A%
\ 1
Specc N i T® l
l ; : Spec ]
NT 5 ve
. : :
i t ' 1
mi abé réke ty (i

5.3.3. Negative phrase (NegP)

Besides AgrP and TP. There is also NegP (Negative phrase). It is found in

between AgrP and TP. A negative morpheme heads this phrase. In Mpumpun.
Negation has two elements. One which is compulsory [a:] and the others [t&]]

and [ni} that are optional or dependent of the tense used. (5) and (6) that follow

present respectively a tree structure with fa:] only, and another with [a:] and

[ni].
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(5) Zil a: St ndza

Zhell SM-+NegtP, build - house

"Zhell has built a house"

(5)a

AgrP

,—-Agr'
NegP
NP I"Neg'
A e ['
Spec ™
Spec
Neg® | [— VP

TP

Z

| ! ' Spec N
A E T pl
i : E E Spec N
L ; : ve | |
Lo ! ! : Spec
; | E i i N°
Lo ! 5 : |
P ! ! l i
7l é i (P sum ndza
(5)b
AgrP

.o Spec T
Spec T E Neg® I VP
E : Spec | \
Ne o | T I NP
P i i Spec | N
b : : ve
Lo i ! 5 Spec '
] s | | N
L | i | |
| ¥ ! ] ] !
Zél A sum tn iy t; ndza
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(6) ma: ni mé- nwoy

SM+NegtP2 Neg  catch  snake
"l did not catch a snake"

(6)a
AgrP
l [— NegP
Neg'
/\ b

: )
Spec N AN VP
| | E ' Spec v
N i ; T° NP
; E i i Spec l N
1 1
P = = ' ve
I . C pe |
; i E 5 H E N°
A s i |
mi [Isipers  ni a: : [Pa] mé nwhng

sing)
(6)b
AgrP

l— Agr'
NegP
NP Neg'
/\ Agr® TP

Spec N : Spec Neg® I

I ; : Spec I \'A
Ne i ! NP
) ! i E Spec I N'
1 i H b
L | = Vv |
. : 5 i Spec
' l i ! l N°
b : | = '
L i % | 5

mi amé:  ni tp t t nwipg
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As far as Nepation with the optional element [ni] is concerned, there is a
problem. At the beginning, we assumed that the verb moves overtly right up to

° in Mpumpuy. H we maintain this view, then we end up with

Agr
ungrammatical structures since the negative marker will remain in Neg°. Let us
then assume that features of the verb are checked via percolation when a
negative marker is present. According to Radford (1997: 268), percolation is

'An operation (also known as attraction) by which a feature which is
attached to one category comes to be attached 1o another category higher up in

the structuire'.

Another tree structure for (6) will be the following.

(6)c

AgrP

!— Agr’
TP
NP
/\ Agr® l‘; NegP
N Spec Neg'

5 i |
pee ; re e

| 5 ' Spec l \A

o o e |
P | : : Spec | N'
o I v |

- o L spee
P l : ! ’ Ne
Voo : : | : -
L N .= |

mi [ 1st pers sing] IP2] ni a mé nwig

Percolation is not an overt movement, at the logical form Agr® will attract
the features it needs. (Neg®, 1° and V°). It thercfore seems that like in many

Bantu languages, the presente of a negative morpheme blocks verb movement in

Mpumpuy
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5.3.4. Aspect phrase (AspP)

Aspect is the manner in which verbal action is experienced as completed
or in progression. Aspect is a feature that has been projected in head of a

functional projection the AspP (Aspect phrase). AspP is the complement of TP.
In (7) is an itlustration of the AspP.

(7) be & sil  éde

we P Asp eat

"We have finished to eat”

Nz
-
U:,
5:
=

3>
1721
=

: Spec
Spec N1

! [ VP
| E ; Spec l '
Ne ) ; Asp® !
L i : Spec ‘
Coo | { ye
Lo : ! :
o i | |

bé [3rdpersplu] [Pyl [Perf] tdt
()b

Before taking into consideration the problematic verbal extensions, let us
make a brief resumé of what we have done up to this point. We have projected
four functional projections in Mpumpuy AgrP, TP, NegP and AspP. We have

also proposed that the features on the head positions of these functional
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projections are checked via percolation. The corresponding features percolate

~from V° through AsP°, Neg®, 1° and finally to Agre.

5.4. The verbal extensions

We have said before that verbal extensions are in general affixes that are
added to the verb root to form a new verb base. The presence of morphology
marking these extensions in Mpumpuy is not a total hazard, for there are certain
ideas that cannot be transmitted without employing verbal extensions. But, the
important question to ask here is, how does the presence of a verbal extension
on a verb root influence the structural representation of the entire utierance? In
other words, do we need additional projections 1o represent verbal extensions?

As said earlier, in section 5.2, based on Pollock (1989), the IP is
constdered by most contemporary work as a highly articulated structure.
According to Pollock (1989), it is no more a constituent with two different
features (Agreement and Tense) rather, each of these sets is the syntactic head of
a maximal projection. It is in this spirit that he projected a negative phrase
(NegP) and an aspect phrase (AspP). Following this approach, we are also
tempted to project a new functional projection that will account for verbal
extensions, may be a VEP (verbal extension plrase). The example in (8) can

thus be represented by the tree structure in (8)a and (8)b.

(8) abomo é tEdzwa

abomo SM  Pres+Ref+wash

"Abomo is washing himself"
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(8)a

AgrpP

I...__ Agr
NP l i T

/\ Agr® l—" Vv

EP
Spec N E Spec T I_—VE
| i ; Spec
N° E i YEO
L s s
i H i '
1 1 : :
P : ;
: : ; 1
) 1 ! 1
P 5 ':
aboméd 3" pers sing| \pres) jref]

After the movement of the verb through Asp®, VE°, T° to Agr" for

purposes of checking the relevant features, we then have the structure in (8)b.

(8)b
AgrP

I——Agr' ‘
oo WT'T'

/\ Agr® VEP
S Spec VE
Spec N : p o l‘—
] E Spec
N VE°
| I ; '
i E i
o i
' E i
b § i
aboméd |3 pers sing] £ t

—

AspP

e

Spec !
Asp® ‘ ‘
i Spec
) ve
\ !
jimpf] t€dzwa

Spec A
Asp® i |
| Spec
| ve
5 |
t, tEdzwa
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The first remark we miake afler the presentation of this tree structure is
that there is lack of economy which is an important principle as far as the
mininalist approach is concerned. According to Radford (1997:259) Economy is

‘a principle which requires that syntatic representations should contain as
few constituents and symtactic derivations and involve as few grammatical
operations as possible'.

But this tree structure contains superfluous projections, and some of the
movement can actually be avoided.

The second remark is that, a part from hosting the verbal extension
features the VEP plays no other role in the syntax. In fact as far as we can see,
the presence of the VEP in the structural representation of Mpumpuy is
superfluous.

In reality, the present structure (i.e the claborated structure with AspP,
NegP, TP and AspP) can actually accommodate verbal extensions without the
need for an additional functional projection to represent verbal extensions. First
notice that a verbal extension expresses the same king of meaning as an
aspectual marker. Thus the following Mpumpuy verbal extensions express
various aspectual meaning as indicated:

causative

reflexive

reciprocal

passive

The various aspectual meanings they indicate are the following:

causativity

reflexivity

reciprocity

passtvity
So, if the actions expressed in the verbs can be carried out according to all

these ways (i.e. reciprocally, on oneself, etc.), we can therefore conclude that
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verbal extension features can be projected under the AspP. The correct structure
for (8) will therefore be the following.
(8)c

AgrP

[‘————“/\gr' '
NP [ i ™
/\ Agr® AspP

) Spec Asp'
'y 1
Spec T '; NI VP
E E Spec '
N* ! Asp®
3 | 1
: : f E Spec l
- : ! I Ve
t 1 § § '
] 1 V 1 H
L] i H 1 \
1 1 H i 1
] 1 H ] H
1 f H 1 H
! i i H i
: ] : 1 :
| i ' | '
abomo 3" pers sing| |pres| limpl+ref) tEdzwi

At the logical form, the Agr® will attract tense features (pres) and Aspect

features (impf and ref).

5.5. Summary

In this chapter, we have related the verb morphology of Mpumpug to
feature checking in the sense of pollock (1989), concerm'ng IP structure and
Chomsky (1995) concerning cliecking technics. Pollock has broken the IP into
many different functional protections which are all found in Mpumpun Namely,
AgrP, NegP, AspP and TP. Verbal extensions treated in the last part of this
chapter were proposed to be projected under the head of the aspect phrase. It
would have been uneconomical projecting a new functional projection fo
account for verbal extensions, especially as fhis new projection would have no
role to play in the syntax. Given that verbal exteusions have aspectual meanings
like normal aspectual markers, we thought that it was adequate projecting them
~under Asp®.
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CHAPTER SIX :
GENERAL CONCLUSION

The motivation for this field of research stems from the fact that the
scientific study of language has been of great concern to researchers on African
Languages especially Bantu languages, with all their complexities. The structuré
of an Afiican language is even mote complex when it comes to the verb as part
of speech. Although this part of speech is a very complex’ one, it is quite
interesting. That is one of the reasons why we have decided to describe the verb
morphology of Mpumpurn.

The first step of our work was the sociolinguistic background of the
Mpumpun language and people. Under this, we presented geographical,
historical, socio-economic and linguistic situations of Mpumpug.

After the background information, the next step was the morphological

structure of the verb in Mpumpun. This study of the verb revealed that the
infinitive form of the verb in Mpumpunp is made up of two parts: the prefix [¢-]

and a verb base. Verb elements, as proposed by Meeussen (1967), were studied
in this part, apart from the prefinal and the infix, all the other verbal elements
were identify in Mpumpun. The last part of this section was based on the
sylHable structure of the verb. In Mpumpun, there are two types of syllable
structures: the monosyllabic and the dissyllabic.

Furthermore, we examined verbal extensions in the language. There are
two types of verbal extensions the non productive and the productive verbal
éxtensions. | |

The productive verbal extensions produce new verb bases with néw
meanmgs, whereas non-productive verbal extensions do not change the meaning

of the verb base. The study of the productive verbal extensions revealed that
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there are only four purely productive verbal extensions in Mpumpun. The rest of

productive verbal extensions are expressed by complex forms and prepositions.

IFrom the study of verb Modalities, we came out with six tenses (Py, P2, P3,
Pres, F, F;) in the indicative mood. Apart from the indicative mood, Mpumpupg
distinguishes four other Moods: the Infinitive, the subjunctive, the imperative
and the c-onditional. Looking at aspect, two types were studied here, the general
and the inherent aspects. The last part of this section was based on negation. The
negative marker is {a:] for all tenses and moods, the difference arises at the level

of tone. Whenever another morpheme is added, it only comes to add to [a:].

The last section of this work departs from the purely structural description
to a minimalist approch. We adopted Pollock’s (1989) approach concerning the
structure of the IP. In fact, he divided IP into different functional projections
namely AgrP, TP, NegP and AspP. As far as feature checking ts concerned, we
adoped chomsky’s (1995) view. The most interesting part of this discussion
concerned the representation of verbal extensions. The major question was
where to project verbal extenstons in the tree structure. After a great number of
analyses, we proposed to project verbal extensions under Asp®, for they have
aspectual meanings.

After the phonology and Noun morphology of Mpumpun, we have work
on verb morphology, and we hope that this work, added to the previous ones,
will contribute to the standardisation of the Mpumpup language. This study will
also be of benefit to theoretical linguists who need more data in order to write
more adequate theories of natural language. We also hope that it will be a

contribution to universal grammar.

This work is certainly of scientific nature, but we cannot pretend to have
explored all the morphological processes of the Mpumpuy verb. The
morphophonological phenomiena in the language were not studied nor the
auxiliaries. The semantic characteristic of the verb in Mpumpug was not studied

also. This, we hope, can be part of further research work on the language.
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£vdl

¢ba
thawél
£bt
glwartl
tbara
£s0
£sogha
¢damp
¢bén
Epgwe
£ga
¢zyandl
$tosdl
g¢kana
tboma
¢boma
¢di

¢ gughal
¢ho
tbwi

£ pwal
gsampta
£gwok
£lo

td¢
gke

£bi
¢péma
tlwdy

gke:

APPENDIX

to help

to get married

to wound (oneself)
to see

to clench (teeth)

to squeeze (hand)

to spread
(o frighten

to cook

to rise

to grow up
to know

to pouch

to reduce

to touch
to meet
to sell
to be

to listen

to rot

to dress
to pluck
to overthrowm

to irritate
to peck
to eat

to walk
to beat

to leave

to wear

to catry

95




£kin
¢kwindz
kand
tga

Esyé

£sd iday
tbwamb
gsa ghd
¢Ebwimb
tpi

16

£s0

£bon
mbd
gdzyan
Emin
¢dimbt |
¢del
ttamp
¢koghél

tbawel
tbwond
tpya
ttint

to pierce
wise
to stay

to abandon
to vomit

near

to win

to narrate

to play

to have a chance

to bustle

to harvest (groundnuts)
to dig

to bite

to brosh

to kneel down
year

to take a walk
to wolf

to lose

to burry

to light

to knock

to run away

to bend

to lie
to grind

to want
to taste
to wait
to mock at

to wipe

9%




ttis
Ebam
¢pMiumsa
Ekhogl
ggbala
tgwbmb
¢dzwak
£do
£bwa
¢dissd:
gbwam
£td kiénd
£td sok
£s

gle

Eswd
tka

£kd
¢pilel
gtap
tgba
tday
kaid
kénd

¢dal
ndul

émwﬁgh
mémwogha
tbwal

lwa

toné

to save
to nnitate

to mix

to snore

to rest

to wish

to look, to observe
to laugh

to wear

to put up with
(o buy

to travel

to repeat

to hunt

to narrate

to lnde
to move
to divide

to {ly (bird)
to speak

to go out

to fetch
Curse

walk

to drive
driving

to cull
gathering
to dance
just

always

o

g7



ndza
bwién
¢byéia
g
ttha
&dd
£bo
tlan
gsum
énan
gtap
Ebala
¢dyik
tkwom
Elydghé]
syl glél
tbgwi
¢bya
tdwi
tkpwel
iédzwa
¢da
-£dzémb
étapgel
ikwand
tbés
idzyé
tola
nul
milénd
osti

£yéy

house
children

to find
to drink

to coine

to laugh
to split
to read
to build
to rip

to talk
to come back

to burn
to keep
to teach
to shice
to put
to deliver
to give
to love
to wash
to sleep
to sing

to hung
bananas

uncook
to die

money
oil
palin

fish
to fry
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makana
70k
tzyé
ndomam
sa

tiuk
1van
sind
¢dzu
£tpuk
£si
Eswist)
gnyél
¢im
Epls
£tombo
tyel
¢gwambél
£nanb
tduy
tkom
tdo
tme
Ebugh
tkwoghil
 tht
tkPwor
edi
Ebtyi
£sala
£sO’
mis

dis

dé)

tlwi

tetler
elephant
1o come

husband
plumbs
birth
good

thing
to suffer

to kill
to fimish

to wash (clothes)

{0 start

to sweep
to throw
to fall

to jump
10 sweep oul

to chew

to fight
to comb
to kill

to hold, to catch
to break
to bite

fo sow

to lie
{o stay
to have
to work
t0 Cross

eye
eyes

village -
to speak
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mot
pyémp
£td

£til
£luma
tkwOmbéli
Enwdn)
Ekpwi
¢dzésa
£goya
tbyén
£sydght]
¢phlimsa
Edagla
£nimb
¢kal

ba

man

farm

to o

{0 write

to nject

to organise

to fake
to be il

to forget
to wrangle

to denie
to sifi

to mix
to pray
to hate

to curse

marriage
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