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SIGNS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

= high tone 

= mid tone - 

- = negative value (of a feature) 

- - >  = becomes 

- _ I  P = word final p o s ~ t l o r l  

C = consonant. Complement 

V 

. 

= vowel o r  verb When found in rules, V stands 

for the following features = +syllabic 

-consonantal 

S = subject 



b k  = b a c k  

r d  = round 

[ I  = p h o n e t i c  transcription 

/ /  = p h o n o l o g i c a l  transcription 

v i s  = YO 1 c e 1 e s s 

~ = falling tone 

= rising t o n e  

Infinit = i n f i n l t l v e  

Imper = iniperat  i v e  
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CHAPTER I , 

1 .  G c n e r d i  I n t r o d u c t l o n  

i :1 I, i? t 

1 . 1  C e o g r a p h l c a l  Background  

L 



1 

The southern part of Ngie is warmer than t h e  

n 0 r i h e r . n  par-t. This cliinatc has made i t  possible f o r  the 

Ngie people to diversify agriculture. While the people i n  

the Xorih are engaged in cattle rearing and other rnino'r 

asricultural activities. those in the South are seriously 

eng.aged in palm oi 1 product ion. 

The populalion of Ngie has been constantly 

increasing over the years. The earliest recorded estimates 

shoiv :ha? the populafion stood at 10.000 people in 1 3 9 0 .  T h e  

!'3:3: c e n s u s  rigures put i t  a: 2 4 . 7 9 3  inhabitants. In 1 9 9 6 .  

the figure was estimated to have r i s e n  above 26.000 (Ndoh 

Saniue 1 : 1946 ) . 

1.2. Historical B a c k g r o u n d .  

. \ l ~ j c  j::; one c > f  t h e  five c l a n s  t h : l l  Corm the \ V i d i k t m  

ethnic group. 'The rest of the clans include: Moghamo, 

Ngeriiba, Ngwaw and Menemo . 

- ? -  - 



Like t h e  other clan of this ethnic : r o u p .  Ngie i s  

of semi-Bantu origin. 

This'ethnic group is said to have emigrated some 250 

years ago from the fringes of Congo ( J . . 4  Ngwa 1 9 7 5 :  1 4 4 1  a n d  

f i n a i l y  se:cled i n  Widikum which g a v e  i t  i t s  present 
- 

nattte . 

Each cian has its own iocal tradition which narrates 

 ION the group dispersed, moved. and finally occupied its 

p i c s e n t  site [ P a u l  Nchoji N: 19s:) 

'Phe Ngie p e o p i e ,  despite [heir W i d i k u m  heritage.. 

s t i ! ]  c l a i m  that they originated from Duduin through their. 

ancesior. Uogiekum who came out of the plunge p o o l  of the 

!rerial1 of River F e 4 .  I n  the course of time. ? h e  

n e e d  ior e x p a n s i o n  o n  economic  grounds became  a p p a r e n t  to 

- 3 -  



v i i l a g e s  i n c l u d e :  A n d e k ,  ' i ' eze .  E t w i i ,  A b e b u n g ,  E b a n g .  Angong.  

A j e i .  ' I ' i nechung .  Azem, B a s s i c .  Nkon, E s s a w .  E c h i a .  A b i c h i a ,  

Anga i .  E t o h .  B o n a t u .  u o n a r n b u f e i ,  and Akuwu.  ( s e e  mau j i .  

1 

1.3.  'I'he l a n g u a g e .  

c o n s o n a n t s  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  i t s  w o r d s .  t t  u s e s  f r o n t .  b a c k  

and  c e n t r a i  v o w e i s  ,which c a n  e i t h e r  be h i g h .  mid o r  low i s e e  

c h a r t  ! J .  f i e r e  a r e  some of t h e  words i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  v o w e l s  

a r e  f o u n d .  

Vowe i s words 

x z i e  Ne ie  m g i  i s h  

a &-w a n t  

~ Y ?--as c o u n t  rv 

a i i - n a n  bird 

(3 Ci-Gq f i r ewood 

0 Z - d o 7  throat 

3 i - k s n  b e a n  

0 U - Caw mou t h 

i i - n j i m  b a c k  

U S-bur,  b r a i n  

EA u-::tn c r a b s  

2 - ~. 

- 

- ,  

- 4 -  



ine language uses both voiced and voiceless ! 
~ consonants (see chart 2). Consonant clusters are also used 

and thev can either appear at word initial i ) o s i t i o n  or at 

word medial position. 

Here are some words contalnino these consonants: 

Consonant 

X n i e  

D 

S 

S 

. 

words 

r n g !  i s h  Ngie 

b.5 

1-C0W 

dwi 

f u r i  

i -ow 

- 

- 
1- j a k  

u-kan 

u-gum 

- 

- 

people 

iandslides 

c 1 o t hes 

q a c k  

f o w l  

i o o d  

mess age 

moun t ain 

a e t e r  - u-ne 
i -ni animal 

i - k i n  PO t 

u-kap monev 

b I acK a-fi ri 

i -sU fish 

tree a-zat 

- 

- 



W 

mb 

n g  

n i  

n a  

- a-wua 
a-y5 

a-zit 

a-zi? 

i -mban 

- 

- 

- 

bone 

woman 

much 

vam 

walking stick 

PIP 

dream( s 1 

cloth 

1 i rhonet kc Q w & l  cB_a.rr of  NUX 

( I n  this cnart. " K "  stands for ' r o u n d  ) .  , 

kront central Back 

High +K -K -K +h! -K +K 

1 tl u .  

M l C l  e a 0 

c 3 

L O U  a 



I: 1 ?hone t . i _c  Wn~s-wanJ. Chart of_ l%%ie 

Place o f  Articulation 

Manner of ~ i i a b  i>abio Uentai pal Palat Velar Giottal 
Articulation Uental aveol A l V .  

rlosive Vis P t k 7 

0 V d  b d 1 r 

- 4ifric. V I S  C 

Vd i 

Nasal vd m n P n 

Prenas 

stops U d  rnb nd ng 

l r i l l  Vd r 

i p p r o x .  Vd W V 

Most  n o r d s  i n  N g i e  b e F i n  w i t h  v o ~ e l s  and these vowels a r e  

alwavs prefixes. lhese prefixes a r e  a - .  I - .  and u-. > o u n s  

that also begin w i t h  consonants a r e  considered to have z e r o  

c 



a - z a t  tree 

1 -  ? - k % n  nest 

i - i i n  heart 

i -sU7 calabash 

U- C - E t 5 V  humming bird 
- u - f 6 7  leaf 

u - n a 7  wine - 

0 b & \I. dog 

NE by palm nut 

su fish 

Ngie is a i an .gua .ze  which uses a lot of tones. t t  uses 

both i e v e l  and con?our tones. with the ievei tone. i t  uses 

the h i g h .  the mid and the i ow tone while with the coniour 

t o n e s .  i t  uses t h e  faiiing and the rising tone. 



L )  Cxarnples 

l o n e s  words 

l g i e  Nz ie  Cnni i s h  

Leve! S U  f i s h  

d w i  ciothes 

bc t w a r  

- - a-v5 woman 
- 
i - b e v  ko ia  I - 
1-t5q nave  i 

i -kwi m a i z e  

i - s 3 p  s 1 a v e  



3 )  a )  i - b i t  $ w a r '  
- 
I - b i t  ' e x c r e m e n t '  I 

b )  ? -  p i  ' a n i m a !  

i- p i  ' a n u s '  

v o r p h o l o p i c a i i y .  ~ g i e  i s  a n a i y t i c ~  a n g i u t i n a t i n g  and 

s v n t h e t i c  i n  t h e  formation of  i t s  w o r d s .  'i'his me'ans - h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  some words  i n  s g i e  formed w i t h  j u s t  one  rnorRheme. 

t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  fo rmed  w i t h  two o r  more morphemes a n d  

t h e r e  a ~ r e  s t i l i  some morphemes in N g i e  w h i c h  s t a n d  f o r  many 

I 

categories in the l a n g u a g e .  

w o r d s  

cnolish 



s v n t n e t i c  one  ma l s u b i e c t .  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

singular. n e u t e r )  

wa h e / s h e  [ s u b T e c t ,  

s e c o n d  p e r s o n  

s i n e u i n r .  n e u t e r  

S e n t e n c e s  a r e  w r i t t e n  from i e f t  t o  r i p h c  a n d  che  

normai s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s u b . j e c t  (SI. v e r b  ( V ! .  o b j e c t  I O j .  

5 )  a !  m a - j a k  .&gj, 

,3 i' 0 

S e n t e n c e s  a r e  w r l t t e n  from l e f t  t o  r i e h c  a n d  che  

normal s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  I S  s u b j e c t  (SI. v e r b  ( \ ! .  o r i i e c t  1 0 ) .  

- 5 )  a !  m a - i a k  a-zj;, 

3 i' 0 

1 e a t  b e a n s  

' I a t e  b e a n s .  

h i  w a - n u m  namas' 

0 

ne t a k e  o r a n o e .  



w o r d s  

OShie N n i e  Ngamambo L n g l  i s h  

- - a-ban 1 - b a n  b a n  b r e a 5 t  

G - n a n  u - n a n  i k - n s n  bira 

kwi i -kwi kwi m a i z e  

Dkab& u-kap k a p  monev 

t a b i r e  t e b i r t  t 6 b a r 5  t a b l e  

t a  t a  t a  sew 

nk’a na’ i  naTa s i v e  

a-rtan a - k i n  k an p a n  

- 

- - 

l=j e w a q  u - n Z w a 3  f a n  gw5n s a l t  

k 3 n  u - k j n  kun bed 
- 

* 

1 . 4  U i a l e c t s  

\ e i e  like most i a n a u a g e s  h a s  i t s  v a r i e t i e s  known a s  

d i a l e c t s .  in c a r r v i n g  o u t  t h i s  W O ~ K .  t h e  r e s e a r c n e r  was 

a u i c k  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  Nzie h a s  a b o u t  n i n e t e e n  d i a l e c t s  

r e s u l t i n z  from s l i o h t  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w a v  t n e  p e o p l e  f r o m  

t h e  v a r i o u s  v i l l a g e s  s p e a k .  I n  anv  c a s e .  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  

n o t e  t h a t  t h e  d i a l e c t s  of Mengom and Azem a r e a  a r e  s l i p h t l v  

d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h o s e  of  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of  Neie. 

( S e e  shaded  a r e a s  o n  map 3 ) .  ‘ r h i s  is b e c a u s e  t n e s e  two m a i n  

- 1 2  - 



areas are geographically cut off from the rest of the 

viilazes of Ngie. For this reason, Mengom and AZem areas are 

closer to their neighbours. Menka and Widikum respectively. 

Hence. they borrow some of their words from the ianguages of 

these neivhbours which make mutual intellieibiiitv between 

them and the  rest of the NEie people to be difficuit. 

Here are some words borrowed irom these neiahbours 

thaE are not common to the rest of the speaKers of ?rgie: 

- - - a-rii a-uG a-wuk foot 

n r 6  i i -ne  ii-neu water 
. 

K37 i -nz+ 7-guu fowl 

b r e  i -bi b i  palm n u t  

i - b i  t i-bit i - b i  t excremen t 

1 . 5 .  ClassrficaLion of Ngie 

~lthough williams ( 1 9 7 1 :  3 7 s )  I i s r s  Noie amone. the 

unclassified languazes of Marnfe Bantu g r o u p  of Bantoid. 

stallcuu ( 1 ~ 7 - )  classifies Ngie as one of the Mom0 languages 

of Western GrassfielQs. 

- 13 - 



in order to show t h e  phylu~r~. the fainily and the 

b i a n c h  to which this language belongs. Greerlberg' S 

genealogical classification of African languages h a s  been 

adopted a n d  used with that of Stallcup to c l a s s i f y  Ngie. 

'i'ne - ~ e n r a i o , ~ ~ c a l  Classification QL 
AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

( P h y l u m )  \ Niger Kordofanlan Khoisan 
(Subpnvium) 

e 

kordof an i an 
1 

1 

-1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

$ 1  I C  Afro 
Congo  A S  ids t i c 

Niger 
Congo 

1 Fami Iy 1 

\Vest Mande Voltaic Benue Kwa Adamawn 
i t  1an::i' Congo  

( S u b  r d m i l y )  

Jukuno i d  crabs Bend1 Bantoi d 
I: I v e I' (Branch) 

Mambi loid B a n t u  
(Sub brdnch) 

.2 

J'lrsiban T i v o d  Ekoid Nyang Grass Bebale Vbdm eqLidtorlai 
f i e l d  
(Group) 

We s r e r n 
Grassf ield G r a s s f  ield. 

Eastern 

(SubgroupJ 

Menchum Lower Ring- Vomo 
( Kom 1 (Language) Yundani 

N g i e  Oshie W 1 d 1 k urn 
Tadkon 
( ~ o g n a i i i o  
Ngarnambo I 

- 14  - 









1 . 6 .  Aim of t he  work. 

' T h i s  work has been written to include: the villages 

that Jean-Marie Iiorribert (1976) failed to include in his \vork 

entitled " N o u n  classes a n d  Tones in Ng.ie.." These villages 

include Angai, Etoh, Bonatu, Bonambufei Akuwu and Azem. U g O i n  

( M e n g ~ r n )  .:hat he mentions as o n e  of the vi! [ages <>f Ngie 

a large area consist'ing of five viiiages. T h e s e  villages 

inciude Bassic, Nkon, E s s a w ,  Echia and Abichia. (See map 3 1 .  

: s  

1 T h i s  work  is aimed at throwing more light or! the 

r u ! r s  t h a t  g o v e r n  ' g i e  as well as its structure. 

i n  a d d i t i o n .  i t  is to make i t  easier for iinguists 

to compare : - e d u p l  icat ion 

languages of the world. 

in Ngie with r e d u p !  icat ion in other 

T h e  work is a!so aimed at creating an aware'ness in 

t h e  n a t i v e  speakers $hat 

somewhere: hopefuiiy. they wi!! be t h u s  encourageu to learn 

how t o  read and  write it  whenever possible. 

their language ha. been written 
t 

1 . 7 .  Literature Review. 

Previaus work  on the N g i e  Language includes "Woun 

Llasses and Tones in Ngie" (1976) b y  Jean-Mar ie  Hornbert. 

"The Momo Languages" ( 1 9 7 7 )  by Stallcup K. 1,. "The 

classification of Nsie" ( 1 9 7 7 )  b y  Stailcup. 



1 . 8  Met hodo l o g y .  

13otti the d e s c r i p t i v c  method and  t h e  g e n e r a t i v e  

a p p r o a c h  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  w o r k .  

? 'he d e s c r i p t i v e  me thod  h a s  b e e n  used t o  p r e s e n t  b o t h  

t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  :he N.gie 

a n t i  a ! s o  N g i e  a s  a l a n g u a g e .  

G e n e r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  e x p l a i n  

rrdup!ica:ion: how i t  a f f e c t s  t h e  S g i e  i a n g u a g r  a ~ : d  t h e  

various c l a s s e s  o f  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  r e d u p l i c a t i o n .  

J n  tieing this. a s e t  o f  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  c o 1 1 e c L e d  ar.2 ana iy-se i !  

a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  v a r i o u s  word  c l a s s e s .  



chapter 2 

2 .  ‘rhe Open class of Lexical ltems in Ngie  and 

Kedupiicat I o n  

Keduplicclrlon i s  a concept that affects four main 

classes of words ~n hgle. l t  affects nouns. veros. adverbs 

a v d  3ci lectii-es. I I  1 of  which form the open class of iexical 

items in Nzie. 

in order l o  understand reduplication. i t  1s CruClal 

to present an inrroductory overview of these ciasses of 

Words and also the term reduplication. Oniv InfOrmatlOn 

which is relevant t o  the topic wL,l be diSCussed. 

-4 noun Can be defines as a word that 

a suhiect of discussion o r  t h e  oblect. ‘lvplcal nouns 

inc!ude: person. animal. plant. place. thlnrr, substance. 

quality. action or state of beins. tiere are some nouns in 

Nele. I’he prefixes are separated f r o m  the TOOtS. 

1s the name O f  

1 .  a) Names of p e r s o n s .  

- a- k5 
i-ta 

- 20 - 



- a-ke 

a-kam 

b l  Names of places. 

a-cum 

a - n d e k  

a- 13, 

c l  Names of animals. 
- 
I - b u n i  ' goat' 

a-ooe . monkey' 

i -n  i a ~  sneep' 

i -bEw ' do,o' 

d i  Names of plants. 

i -kwi  'maize' 
- a-kjn . beans' 
- a-zi? ' vam' 

2 
ii-uap 'palm tree' 



E-nene ' love' 
- 
L-kB ' to be powerfuii 

In Neie.  there a r e  both simple a n d  compound nouns. A 

simple noun wiii r e f e r  to a sinzle word having one or more 

meanings (see 1 1 .  A compound noun 1s one consistine of two 

o r  more w o r d s .  

2 .  a )  inaiitine /i-na u-xine 

house church 

' church 

b .  aojrnjr)e+ / a-03m3 n e t  i 



J .  a1 Mbukakgn /mbuk a-kar, / 

deep pan 

' dish' 
b l  GnavE /u-na a-ve / 

relative woman 

I sister' 

!here are also some n o u n s  which are slmple words in 

\ z i e  bus  are comuound words in k , , n e I i s n .  

i a )  i - m b l i n  w a l k i n g  stick' 

b 1 G - y a ~  ' palm tree' 

irrespective of these differences. most compound 

words i n  Ngie are compound words in En.eiish and Neie uses 

the same ruies iike ~ A g l i s h  in their formation as i t  

combines adjectives ana nouns to form compound words isee~lia 

or it  combines t w o  or more n o u n s  to form these compound 

words. (see 2 ) .  

Yost n o u n s  in Ngie begin with vowels and tile first 

vowe! is alwavs a prefix. rhis prefix can either be an a-. 

I -  or u and all of them carrv either a mid or a low tone. 

IHombert l Y 7 h :  71 



5.a) Words with a- prefix 

i - s e y  ' soap' 

a-kjn ' beans' 

a-ssn  ' teeth' 

a-taw ' head' 

bi Words with i-prefix 

i - k Z  ' nai 1' 

i -kwi  ' maize' 

i - n ~ j  i m ' back' 
1 -n3 ' body' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c )  words with u-prefix 
- 
u - s i  ' pepper' 

C-bit.v I knife' 

.;l-nan ' bird' 

u-qat 'oil' 

. .  

- 

2 

\iouns rhat begin with. consonants are considered to 

be h a v i n g  zero 0- prefix. (Hombert 1 Y i 6 1 .  

n i  anima 1 s i  

I n  most cases, a change in nwnber does not lead to a 

Change in tone in n o u n s .  Hence, the tone remains the same 

f o r  both plural and singular. 



7 .  a1 i-k-jn ' b e a n '  
- 

I a-ksn  ' b e a n s '  

b )  :-Yap ' p a l m  t r e e '  

I 
~ 

- 
I-7ap ' palm t r e e s '  

I n  anv c a s e .  t h e r e  a r e  some f e w  c a s e s  o f  tonal 

d e i e x i o n  due t o  t h e  deletion of a p r e f l x  b e c a u s e  of a change  

in number. 

8 . a )  i - b i  palm nu :  

~ b i  ' palm n u t s '  

b l  7 - n i  ' a n i m a l  

ni ' an I ma I s 

2 .1 .2  Classes o f  n o u n s .  

l h e r e  a r e  r w o  ma in  c l a s s e s  o f  nouns ~n N s l e :  I h e  



2 . 1 . 2 . 1 .  The Morphological class. 

i n  Noie. n o u n s  that provoke an identical uattern between 

themselves and other noun related items in a iarger 

sqntactic construction beiong to the same morpholoeical 

class. N o u n s  in this language are therefore divided into the 

f o i i o w i n z  morphoionicai ciasses 

(1.2.j.4.~,6.7,x.Y.lu.i~.iY.6a). 'I'hese classes have been 

differentiated using the p r o n o u n  'my' (Homberr. 1Y76:5) 

' l h l s  h a s  been presented in a table form below. 



Noun Classes in Nzie Adopted Prom Jean-Marie Hombert. 

Class Prefix kxamples 

1 

? mv: 

i -  1-til ' friend' on  ZU 

0 Wk 
- - 

' person - 

- - - 1 -  I -ba  ' f r  lends, ombiin 
bk  ~ persons 

- 
.I U- i i-k5n bed' on9ii  

4 1 -  1-kjn ' beds. i p i  

- 1- i-kjn ' bean' i ni 

b a- a-kjn ' beans' i p.5 

a- a-wua ' bone' i pa 

- - 

-i 
- - 

- 

- - - 

- 
Y U- U-wU5 bones bmbu 

Y i- 7 -b€W ' dOE'  i p5 
0- bcw 'dog' 

1 v  1 -  i - b E w  ' d o g s '  i t i n  
0- bEw does 
- - 

1 3  1- 1 - P i  ' floors. I t l o  

iY U- i i -beJ  ' knife o f u n  
- 

- 
ba ii- u-ni. water ombun  

L.l.i.2. The Semantic Noun Class. 

Nouns can be divided into t w o  main semantic classes: 

proper and common n o u n s .  

Proper nouns refer 10 names of people ana places 

(see 1a.b) 

common nouns  refer to rhinzs. i'hese thinas can 

either be countable or uncountable. concrete zroups like 

mass n o u n s .  collective n o u n s .  weather nouns. kinship nouns 

- 27 - 



a n d  v a l u e  nouns  I ' l 'amanii  P i u s  Ngwa 1 9 9 1 ) .  

9 .  a )  a b s t r a c t  n o u n s :  

b a n a  ' h a t e '  

6 -nene  ' l o v e '  

b )  Mass n o u n s  
- 
u-ne w a t e r '  

i - s e k w a  s a n d  

u-lkgwan s a l t  

c )  C o l l e c t i v e  n o u n s .  

u - n i b e  ' f ami  i v '  

d )  Weather  n o u n s .  
, - 

U - i +  c o l d '  

- 
a - n j m  d r v s e as  o n ' 

e l  K i n s h i a  n o u n s  i A f r i c a n  C ' o n t e x t l  

u-mbak f a t  h e r s '  

< - n a v e  s i s t e r s '  

f 1 Value nouns. 

u - f a n a  i - t i n  f i v e  f r a n c s '  

u-iana i-wum ' t e n  f r a n c s '  

6 - f a n a  1-wum 7- ta  ' t h l r t y  f r a n c s '  

i t  I S  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  a b s t r a c t  n o u n s  d e a l  w l t h  

c o n c e p t s :  mass nouns r e f e r  t o  nouns t h a t  e x i s t  i n  a w h o l e  

s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  be  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  component  

P a r r s :  c o l l e c t i v e  n o u n s  r e f e r  t o  g r o u p s  o f  p e r s o n s  o r  

- 23 - 



thinns: weather n o u n s  re.x t o  condition 

n o u n s  refer to family relation i n  Afrlcan 

value n o u n s  refer to sums of monev. 

f weather: kin 

contexts: and 

2 . 2 .  Verbs 

hip 

A verb is a word that teils what a person or thin.. does or 

experiences. webster ( 1 9 6 1 :  i 5 4 2 i  defines a verb as: 

"a word beionzing to that part of speech that 

characteristicaiiv is the .xrammaticai center of 

predicate and express an act. occurence. of mode' 

of beine that in various ianguages is iniiected for 

agreement with person and number of the subject f o r  

tense. f o r  voice. for mood or for aspect and that 

tvpicaiiv has rather full descriptive meaninz and 

characterising quaiities but in some cases deroid of 

sucn meaninx and quaiirv especiaiiy used as 

an auxiliarv." 

prom the above definition therefore. the v e r b  is the 

f 

center of the predlcate. lhis 1 s  because a predicate cannot 

exist without a verb. I f  a predicate h a s  lust one element. 

i t  m u s t  be the verb. 



1 U .  I'he child s l e p t  

S u b  iect Predicate. 

I h i s  is also true of Ngle where a predicate can be 

made UP of the verb o n l y :  

1 1 .  m a  i a k  

I e a t  

1 ate' 

S u b  ieCt Predicate 

k r o m  the above example. i t  can be seen that the 

Predicate has o n i v  the verb. In N ~ i e  like in tnelish. i f  

other eiements are to be added to the predicate. thev should 

b e  obiects, complements and adverbiais. ' l ' h i s  w i i i  be 

i1,iustrated in the es&mpl.es that follow u s i n g  'S' f o r  

suhiect.'r' for uredicate. ' 0 '  for obiect. ' C '  f o r  cornpiement 

and 'A' f o r ,  adverbiai 

1'. a1  ma i3k nZmZs7 

I eat orange 



'water is good' 

c )  mi3 EEm3 a k i n  

I S l t  here 

' I  sat nere 

.4 single verb in Ngie. like in knnlisn. can make a 

compiete sentence. r h i s  I S  evident i n  situations of 

command. 

stand! 

~ 

In Nrrie. the infinitive verb always starts with an 

i-prefix and this verb can either be monosviiabic or 

disvilabic word. 



1 4 .  a) Monosyllabic verbs. 

'to take' 

1 to fight' 

- 1-niim 

i - z 3 n  

1 - 1 5 ~  to eat' 

1 -nu 'to go' 

i-pe, ' t o  tear' 

r to send' i-ca 

1-kBt ' to hang' 

i - b J i c  ' to appear 

1-kc i to die' 

- 

- 
- 
- 
- - .  

- 
- 
- 

~ 

b )  Uisvilabic verbs. 
- 
1 -53m3 

i - n Z r Z  

i - b E r E  

- 

- 

'These verbs can be erouped into o p e n  and close 

sviiabies. An open syiiabie verb is one -chat ends with a 

vowei. A close syiiabie verb i s  o n e  that encis  with a 

consonant. in ~gie.. some monosviiabic verbs are open 

svliabie and ail disyllabic verbs are open sviiabie (see 

1 4  a.h!. 

When a morphoioeica'l process takes piace i n  the verb 

with the deietion of the infinitive marker. the verb changes 

from the infinitive to the imperative f o r m .  'This deletion 

- 3 2  - 
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kr ' sds  t o  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of some s o u n d s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  some 

w e r h s  and t h e n .  t o  a chan ,qe  in tone i n  m o n o s v i i a b i c  v e r b s .  

kz'rice. a c h a n g e  i n  t o n e  o n i y  t a k e s  p i a c e  a f t e r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  

C :  s o u n d s  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  'i'he sounds i n s e r c e d  a r e  ( 3 1 .  [ a i .  

::::.i l a l .  r h e v  a r e  i n s e r t e d  a t  word f i n a i  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  j n i .  

. i o i  a n d  i k j .  ' I 'hese c o n s o n a n t s  become v o i c e d  w i t h ' t h e  

'. ' q c r t i o n  o i  t h e  above  mentioned v o w e i s .  ' [ ' h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  

P? - - r io Ioz ica i  r u l e s  z o v e r n i n g  t h i s  change  i n  sound ! s e e  

c ? . + : > t e r  3 ) .  ~ e i o w  i s  a t a b i e  t o  show t h e  c h a n s e  i n  t o n e  and  I 

[ ' a b l e  

1 - 1  ' n i r i v e  I rnpe ra t  i v e  v e r b s  in knzlish. 

t a K e !  

s p e a k  ! 

DUY ! 

s e n d !  
- -  
I - C Z  P6 t e a r  I 
- .  
I-Z?n ZSn-S f i z h t  ! 

1 - k .i D kZb'-Z s e a r c h !  

1 - h d k  bag-5  a p p e a r  ! 

1 -kC kU d i e !  

i -rnS 15 mST5 im5 5) f i n i s h !  

- 

- 
- 
- 



2 . 2 . 1  Tenses of t h e  verb 

V e r b s  i n  Noie c a n  b e  c o n j u g  I 
J 

s d  i n  

Past and  t h e  f u t u r e  t e n s e .  i ' enses  i n  t h ~ s  I 

I marked b v :  

l i  h e - v e r b a l  morphemes 

2 )  Verb i n i i e c t ~ o n s  

3 )  l o n e s  

a i  A d v e r b l a i s  o f  t l m e .  

o t h e  P r e s e n t ,  t h e  

a n o u a z e  a r e  

A r i v e r b i a i s  o f  time p l a v  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  r o i e  i n  

s p e c i f v i n e  t i m e  e s p e c i a i i v  w i t h  the f u t u r e  t e n s e  w h i c h  h a s  

o n i v  o n e  marker i n  N o i e .  

i n  i i l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  t e n ' s e s  i n  N z i e .  t h e  

a n z l u t i n a t i n n  method o f  word f o r m a t i o n  w i i i  b e  u s e d .  

[ S e e  1 :  4 1 .  i n  the  examples  tha t  f o i i o w .  some w o r d s  w i l i  b e  
4 

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w o  o r  more morphemes.  'i'his me thod  w i i i  b e  

used  a i o n o s i d e  w i t h  t h e  a n a i v t i c  a n d  s y n t h e t i c  methods of  

f o r m i n n  w o r d s .  ( s e e  1 :  4 i  

I n  o r d e r  t o  make a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t e n s e s  

t h e r e f o r e .  t h e  same v e r b s  w i i l  be  u s e d  i n  v a r i o u s  s e n t e n c e s  

t o  s h o w  t h e  t e n s e s .  ,rhe two v e r b s  t o  he u s e d  i n  t h e s e  

s e n t e n c e s  a r e  ' i b i n '  i t o  d a n c e i  and  ' i n u '  ( t o  g o ) .  



2 .2 .1 .  I .  The 

I 6 .  Ti  me 1 es 

Present  T e n s e .  

Presen t  

1 ) 'Thev always go home 

- - 
u-rnbi k a  ou uni i7  

'Thev-are  . a lways  g o  home 

1 7 .  P r e s e n t  P rogess ive  

i 1 'l'hey a r e  g o i n g  home. 
- - 

u-mbi -nus unii7 

'They-are-go home. 

2.2.1.2.  'the Future  T e n s e .  

1 3 .  He will dance t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  

- - 
u-wi - b i n  a-kG 1 a 7 a  

He-wi 1 I-dancd this e v e n i n e .  



' 2 . 2 . 1  . 3 .  l'he Past T e n s e .  

1 Y .  a) Kecent Past 

I danced this morn~no. 

ma-bin a-ka f a f a b  

1-dance t h i s  morning 

I 
I - 
I 

h 1 Kernote Past 

i danced last week 

ma-bin a-ka z$  E i  2 1  

1-dance week that pas7 

Aoart f rom the examples iliustrated above. these verbs can 

a l s o  h e  used in imperative and inIerronative senrences. 

2 0 .  a )  imperative sentences. 

i J S t a n d  and ie,t us g o !  

tern mba nus! 

Stand we 00 

i i 1 Uance and sit here I 

b i n  z 5 7 i  E?m3 a - k i n .  

dance come sit here 

b t  Interrogative sentences. 

i i  is ~ k o  still dancine': 

a - k o  

A k O  

m a  b u g a  bin-a 

be still dance 



i i l  Is he lust arrivina'! 

f i -ma pin j-k, k i r i n g  

he be arrive this now.  

3 . 2  Adiectives 

Adiectives a r e  words that teii somethine abouc a 

noun. i n  most cases adiectives modify nouns. 'l'his is e v i d e n :  

i n  Neie as iilustrated beiow. 

- 
2 1 .  a) a-be w5 sa 

Ake is tai I 

b l  m a  i i  dwi b a n %  b3n  

I steal dress red the 

' I have s r o  I en tne red dress' 
A 

Adjectives in Nzie start with consonants and i n  most 

cases. thev are either monosviiabic or disvilabic words. 

Even though these adiectives start with consonants. thev 

sometimes carry prefixes depending o n  their context. i n  most 

cases. thev bear the prefix of the n o u n s  thev modifv. Hence, 

these adiectives can either have an i-. a-. or u- prefir 

depending on the prefix of  the noun. ' l ' h i s  can be 

illusrrated with .red' which IS ' b a n ' .  



2 2 .  ban 

ma ban? 

I red 

'Am I li,sht in comeiexion'!' 
- - 

2 3 .  a-kan a-ban-2 

Dan red 

'Ked Dan' 

1 - k 5 n  i - b a n - ;  - 

bean red 

'Ked bean' 

2 4 .  u-kjn i i -ba0-a  

hed red 

'Ked bed' 

- 

;\gain. when these adjectives are modifvine n o u n s .  

most of them either carry an i- or a- sufsis depending on the 

adjectives. i'he suffixes are inserted after i t 1  and i n i .  

'I'his i s  evident i n  'ban' ired) .which becomes 'ban-a' and f i t  

ihlacki which becomes ' fir-i . '  

'i'he insertion of rhese suffixes also bring about 

some nnonolovicai changes i n  some words. 'I'his is evident in 

the fact that some voiceless consonants become voiced with 

the insertion of these vowels. 'I'here is 'fit' which becomes 

'fir-i.' 'This comes about as a result of the fact that Ngie. 

like anv orher lanpuaaes. h a s  phonological rules i t  

follows i n  the formation of its.words. Some of these rules 



will be discussed in chapter 3 .  

Since adiectives use the prefixes of the nouns rhey 

modiiv. the same prefix can be a singuiar and a piurai 

morpheme dependine on the nouns the adiectives are 

modifvine. Hence. in kunie. adiectives agree in number w i t h  

the 

- _  i i .  

C 

nouns thev modiiv. 

- a 1 1  1 - ~ 5 n  i-25.0-5 

bean red  

red Dean 
- 

1 1 )  i-k3n I -ban-5.  

Deds red i p l l  

'red beds 

b .  1 .  2-nam 2-hiin-: 

iamp red 

' red iamp' 
- i i .  a-kjn a - b a n - 2  

beans red ipi) 

'red beans' 
- i .  u-kjn i i-bZn-Z 

bed red 

' red bed' 

i i .  G-bjn i - b a n - 5  

farms red i p l i  

'red farms' 



~lthoueh i n  most cases aaiectives follow the nouns thev 

modifv. there are still a few cases where adiectives also 

precede n o u n s .  

- 
2h.a. u-niin ii 

oici i p i  

'old ba 

bama 

b a e s  

S i  

0. a-gam U-CSCU 

iarge mouth . .  

' iarre mouth' 
- - 

c .  a-na7a a-s3n 

smeiling teeth 

linlike i n  bne ish yhere there are many adjectives describine 

colour. in ?in e. there are oniv three: red. white and 

biack. ~ e n c e .  b i a c k  i n 2 t h i s  lanzuaee will inciude .oreen. 

purple and b i u e .  Ked wiii inciude p i n k  and oranze coiours. 

finaliv. a n v t h i n g  veiiow is considered white. 

2 . 4 .  Adverbs 

inverbs are words that ~ i v e  more meanlnz to verbs. 

adiectives and other adverbs. 



27. a. 'I'he s k v  is beautifully clear 

b .  He moves smartly. 

c. He talks very slowlv. 

'These adverbs i i k e  most words in Ngie start with Prefixes. 

I'hese prefixes can either be i-. a-. or u-. 

Here are some adverbs in Ngie and the wav they 

function in sentences: 

28. a. a - n a n  'h1Oh' 
- - u-mbi a-nan a - a i n  i i - f G  

thev are high in air 

'tnev are high in the air' 
- n .  u-tuk 'Year' 

ma bin 2-k& E-tGk 

I dance tnis year 

i I dance this Year' 

c .  i - v a t  'side' 

2575 i - v a t  

' come sidewavs' 

Adverbs are limited in Ngie compared t o  nouns. verbs and 

adiectives. lrrespective of t h i s .  there are also adverbials 

of  tlme i n  this langua~e. Some of them ~nclude: 



- -_-  a-kacun ' todav' 

a-sue6 ' tomorrow' 

i -kB ' week' 

ii-mak ' month' 
u-tUR ' Year 

- 

- 

- - - -  
1 9 . a .  it-wi-lek a-kacun 

he-will-eat today 

' h e  will eat todav' 

b .  u-wi-lak a-slige - 

he-wiii-eat tomorrow 

I he wi 1 1  eat tomorrow' 
- - 

c .  u-wi-jak a-k% zin me-zZ7Z 

he-will-eat week that be-come 

'he will eat next week' 
- a. E-wi - za7 5 ijnviri ii-mak 

he-will-come end month 

'he wiil come at the end of the month' 

e. m6-za7a G-tuk a-jig 

1-come Year iast 

' I came iast vear' 

A l l  adverbs i n  Ngie form part of the open class of lexical 

items in the language. This is  because new items can be 

added to them. One of the methods b v  which this can be done 

is through reduplication. 
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2.5. Keduulication 

Keduplication is a morpnophonoloeical process 

whereby words are formed by doubling part or an entire word. 

I t  is a situation where some strings of words. a consonant, 

a vowel, one or more syllables. a stem OS a whole word may 

be repeated t o  provide some particular meaning to the word 

in process. 

3O.a. One syliable reduplication (Andrew Spencer 1991) 

Agta (Marantz 1982:439) 

bari body' barbari-k-in 'my whole body' 

takki ' leg' takt akki ' lees' 

ulu head' L ululu ' heads' 

Here. it is either the first cv or CVC which i s  reduplicated, 

and the reduplicating affix appears at the right of  the base. 

I C '  will refer to the consonant while V refers t o  the vowel 



b. Koot reduplication 

Ngie: 

a - n +  ant' 2 - n i n i  ' ant' 

8- i i  1 fly' R - i i  i i  fly' 

E-ni ' a n t s '  C - n i n i  ' ants' 

1-kwkn . mi 1 i ipede' i-kwknkwEn ' mi 1 lipede' - - 

Here. the base is made UP of two morphemes. a prefix and a 

root. I t  is the root that is reauuiicated. Hence. it is a 

situation of partial reduplication. i 'he  reduplicant appears 

at t h e  right of the base. 

c. A whole word reduplication: 

N e i e  

2 

- 
;--Yap 'paim trees' 1-yabi-yap 'full of palm trees' 

u-n6 ' water' 5 - n e - i i - n e  ' full of water. - 

- 
;--Yap 'paim trees' 1-yabi-yap 'full of palm trees' 

u-n6 ' water' 5 - n e - i i - n e  ' full of water. - 

5 - m  'head' a-tav4 - t ad  'has a big head' 
i - b a k  ' holes' i - b a g i - b a t c  ' ful 1 of holes' - 



'!'he reduplicated words may have an idiosyncratic 

meaning as found in ( 3 0 ~ )  above. 'Chis means that the melodic 

material may have meaning that IS different from the meaning 

of the base. r h i s  applies to example ( 3 0 ~ )  because the nouns 

reduplicated become adiectives having meanings that are 

I 

I 
different from those of nouns. 

I 
I 

Hence. reduplication is both partiai isee 30a.b) and 

complete (see 3 D c ) .  I t  can take piace to the ri,zh.t of the 

base as a suffix. to the left as a prefix and inside the- 

base as an infix iAndrew Spencer l Y 9 1 : 1 5 6 ) .  'These 

characteristics vary from ianguage to language. Below are 

some examples to illustrate the above mentioned 

characterlstics of redupilcaIlon taken from Spencer's work. 

3 1 .  a. KedupiicationJinslde the word (Spencer 1 ~ 9 1 )  

Classical tireeK izukova l Y L I 0 : 4 Z - j 1  

alofa a- io- iofa ' iove' 

mal iu 

n o i o  no-nofo ' strike' 

moe mo-moe ' sleep' 

ma- i i - I I u ' die' 



prom the examples above. i t  is " l o " ,  "li"."no" and "mo" that 

have been reduplicated. 'These reduplicated segments are 

found inside the word. I'hat i s  why the morphemes formed bv 

this Process are called infixes. 

, b .  Keduplication to the right. 

palan Korvaii izuicova 1 9 8 0 : 4 2 - 3 i  

wiru wiru-wir ' sea i ;  

.i ine .j i ne- i in ' m i s t ' 

matq matq-mat 'far 

kor  redupiication to the right, the reduplicated string moves 

to the right of  the base 3s shown above. 

I'he tones of the redupllcate may be similar o r  different 

from those of the base. 
L 

a) Cases with similar tones 

I - Y ~ P  ' palm trees' 
Sii  ' fish' sus l j  'full of fish' 

G-n& water' u-ne  w-ne ' full of water' 

dwi ' clothes' dwi dwi . full of clothes' 

- 1-76b i - y k o  'full of palm trees' - 

- 



b) Cases with different tones. 

I -s i  'to keep' 1-si.w-si-v 'to keev fast' - - 

- - a 1-k3n ' to plant' i-k3n.i-kjn-i ' to plant fast' 
i 

- - i 
i-zsn 'to buv' i-z5n.i-zjn-i ' to buv  fast. 

I 
I n  most cases, redupiication leads to resvliabification of 

words. Kesyiiabification wiii be a situation where two or 

more words are pronounced as one and the end of one serves 

as the beginning of the other. Below are Some exampies from 

NEie. 

I 
I 

I 3 3 .  i- 1 5 g i -  j 5g - i  --- > i-i5:gi-il5:z-f 'to eat fast' 

'fuii of teeth' - 
a-ssn-Z-s3o --- > I-sin:nZ-:s3o I 
- 

> 2-zi:rZ:zit . too much'  I a-zira-zit --- 

2 
hrom the,examples above. the coion ( : I  snows the various 

I 
svllables that each word contains. Hence. the end of one word I 
serves as the beginning of the other. 



3 .  Keduplication AS A n  Aspect of Ngie 

A s  earlier mentionecl. reduplication is a 

morohoahonological process where words are formed b y  

d o u b l i n ~  part or an entire w o r d .  T h i s  tvpe of affixation 

sometimes ieads t o  a change in meaning of the words. 

KeduPiication is therefore a morpholoeical. a phonological 

and a semantic p r o c e s s .  

'1'111s reduplication activitv varies from language to 

laneuaee. ~n some languages. i t  occurs in verbs. in some i t  

occurs in adjectives and/or adverbs. while in some. it 

occurs in n o u n s .  

in Ngie, reduplicarion taKes place i n  nouns. verbs. 

adiecrives and adverb&. Keduplication i n  t h i s  iannuane is 

both partial and complete and the movement i s  t o  the right 

of the base. forming s u f f i x e s .  

1 1  num --- > numi-num-i . take suicklv' 

kwi ----> kwikwi ' f u l l  of maize' 

z 5 n  --- z z3n i -z3n- i  'buy fast' 

a-fir-< ---> a-fir-i 5-fit 'the black one' 

ii-& --- > ii-g+n\ ' ant' 

' f I v '  a - i i  --- > a-.11 1 1  

- - 

.. .. 
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3 . 1  Partial Keduplication in Ngie 

Partial Keduplication deals with the repetition of I 
3 

part of the word either to the right or the left of the 

base. I 
Althouzh partiai reduplication exists i n  NPie, i t  is 

I used I n  a limited number of  words. I t  i s  an aspect that 

occurs oniv i n  nouns and i t  1s used in the naming of certain 

animals. Both the singular and the p l u r a l  nouns are 

reduplicated. Some of the words reduplicated b y  this means 

include: 

I 

R I3 

&-n+ 'ant: a-n+ nF ' ant' 

u-ni. 'ants' u-nin+ . ants' 



saying '2-nGnG I .  some of the speakers will say ' k-nG ' . 
since the un-reduplicated forms were unpopular amongst these 

speakers. thev were used o n l y  when the things referred to 

were present during their conversation. In anv case. as time 

went on. all speakers became u s e d  to these two  forms and 

thev can now De used at any time. 

3 . 2 .  ComPiete Kedupiic.ation in Naie. 

eompiete reduplication i s  verv common in Ngie. 'Yhis 

cornpiere reduplication occurs when a whoie word i s  repeated 

to ,give some particular meaning to the word in process. In 

N-oie i t  occurs in the open class of lexical items. l t ~ i s  

both a morphophonoiogical process as well as a semantic 

process. 

J . L . l .  complete Keduplication As A Morphological Process in 

Ngie. 

Morphologv deals with the formation of Words. I t  

deals with how morphemes combine to form words. 

In Ngie, reduplication is an affixation Process 

wherebv a word is formed through a repetition of the whole 

word. T h e  base is repeated and the movement is to the right, 

forming suffixes. Hence, new words are formed through the 

use of two or more morphemes. The sufflxes formed through 



this means bring about a change in meaning and word class in 

n o u n s  

- I 
3 )  ?-yap 'paim trees' I-yab i-yap 'full of paim trees' 

- - 
a-iz5n ' beans' et-kjn S-lc5n ' fuii of beans' 

u-taw heads' E-taw taw ' fui i of heads' 

a - t a w  'heads' a-taw taw .has a ~ i g  nead' 

- 
I 
I - - 

I 
Prom these examples. n o u n s  change into adjectives. 

uerformins the function of adjectives in sentences (See 

j . j . 2 1  

I n  verbs, adjectives and adverbs. reduplication 

leads to a chanee in mood. 

4 )  k5n ' plant' k5ni-k5n-f 'piant fast' 

k5b-E ' seach' k3b-Z i-kZb-E ' search ciuicklv' 

n3m I h o t '  n j m i  -n3m- i 'very hot' 

a-nin ' hieh' a-nina-nin ' higher' 

a-iim ' back' a-iim a-iim ' ha ckwar ds ' 

- - 

- - 

3 . 2 . 2 .  Complete Kedupiication as a Phonological Process. 

Phonologicallv. reduplication is handled bv a set of 

rules which have the effect of copying the base to the 

right. forming suffixes. 'I'here 1s therefore no arbitrary 

grouping of words in Ngie. since these words are 



reduplicated, respectinp the phonological rules of the 

languane. '!'hat is why during the reduplication process, many 

phonological activities take piace and these inciude: 

a) Respect o f  the svllabic structure of the language. 'rhis 

is Seen in the fact that word structures which do not exist 

in the ianguage are not imposed ciuring the reduplication 

process. 

For instance, there are no vowel ciusters either in rhe 

beginning or the end of the word and this is respected 

d u r . i n n  reduplication. ' I ' h i s  is e v i d e n t  in verbs where- i i l  i s  

preiinked at the word final position of  the redupiicant. but 

when this T i l  comes after a vowel. 1 t  changes in t o  a [vi. 

'I'his I S  to avoid a distortion in the ianguaee since tnere 

are no vowel ciusters at the end of the word. 

i 

S I  sii-si-1 --- > s i v - s i - y  'keep quicklv' 

k 3 n i - k j n i  ---> k3ni-kjn-f 'plant fast' 

i 5 g i -  15.g-i --- > i5g i - j5g- i  ' eat fast' 

cai-cai - - -> e&y-Ea-y 'send quickiv' - - -  - _ .  

I t  is important to note here that f i 1  does n o t  

channe at word medlai position. I'his makes the 

resvllabification of words to be possible: this is a very 

common phenomenon during reduplication. 

ii) Again, the sound system of the language is  respected. 
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For instance, some voiceless sounds become voiced after 

reduplication. rhese sounds include Itl,lu1 and r k l .  

6 )  - j j k  --- > iagi-jsg-f 'eat fast' 

!full of palm trees.' - i-yap ----> i-yab i-yiiu 

i-bak ---> i-bag:-bak 'full of holes' 

a-zit --- > a - z i r  a-zct ' too much' - 

i i i l  Keduplication does not o n l y  end with the melodic 

material. ~t extends to the activities of the tones and this 

can o n l v  be analvsed phonologicallv. ?or instance. in nouns 

and adverbs, tones are copied alongside the melodic 

material, but in verbs and adjectives while some tones are 

copied. some are not. i 'his is iliustrated i n  the data that 

fo1lows. 

f 

3 . 2 . 3 .  Complete Keduplication as a Semantic Process In Ngie 

Semantics deals'with meanlng. Its importance. as far 

I as reduplication in ~ g i e  is concerned varies, according t o  

the various word classes. In nouns, the suffixes formed 

bring about a change in meaning (see 3 ) .  I n  verbs. adverbs 

and adiectives, these suffixes add more meaning to the word 

in process. 1 see 4 ) .  

l 

tienerallv. complete reduplicatlon in N g i e  is used 

for emphasis, comparison and exaggeratlon. The importance 

- s3 - 



of each of these aspects varies according to the various 

word classes. 

Hence, reduplication is a phonological, morphological 

and a semantic process with the importance of each of these 

3 . 3 .  Kedupl icat ion in Nouns 

processes varving according to the various word classes. 

Por the treatment of this reduplication in Nnie, 

data have been collected. 'l'hese data have been divided and 

treated according to the various word classes. rhis 

division I S  based on the number of words in each class 

and the syllabic nature of each of the classes. 

base forming suffixes. 'l'he formation of these suffixes bring 

about a change both in meanlng and in word class. 

A t  this level, tones are copied with the melodic 

material. Keduplication in nouns fometimes leads to the 

resvllabification of words. 

Keduplication in nouns  is therefore a semantic. a 
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phonological and a morphological process and i t  will be 

analwed from these perspectives. 

I 

3 . 3 . 1 .  Uata of Complete Reduplication in Nouns. 

In order to ease an understanding of this work, a 

set of data has been collected. 'ih~s data will be divided 

first into nouns and noun phrases and then. into svIlables. 

Hence. the first three data are data of simple words. while 

the iast is that of noun phrases. prefixes and suffixes are 

n o t  considered during the svllab~c division. 

3 . 3 . 1 . 1 .  Uata of Monosyllabic NOUnS. 

I Words Keduplicatlon Meaning 

Nzie bnglish Niie knxiish 

b& people bdb& full of People. 

S U  fish silsli full of fish, 

Palm nuts bibi full palm n u t s .  b i  

dogs bEw bEw full of dogs. bE w 

n3n hair n3n n3n full of hair. 

dwi 

kwi 

bGgi 

clothes dwi dwi full of clothes. 

maize kwi kwi full of  maize. 

goats b ~ g i  bfigi full of goats. 

war bit bit warlike. warfare. bi t 
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animals ni nl̂  full of animals. 

bees full of bees. 
- 
I - W ~ P  ualm trees i -yap i - y a p  full of ualm trees. 

a-kjn beans a-kjn Z-kjn full of beans. 

i-wkn firewood i-wen i - w i n  f u l l  of fire wood. 

a-bG kola nut 5-b6 a-b6 full of kola nut. 

i - n s n  blrds i - n a n  i - n a n  full of birds. 

E-ne water u-ne E-ne fuii of water. 

ii-nsm lamps u-nsm ii-nam full of lamps. 

1-bak holes 1-bag i-bak full of holes. 

u - s 0  Deuper iis0 ii-s0 full of pepper. 

u - n a t  o ~ i  u-nat ii-nat full of o i l .  

ii-ken crabs E-kiin E-kria full of crabs. 

i i -kau money ii-kab E-kip full of monev. 

U d Z i  j '  vams U - z i "  U - Z ~ ' ~  full of yams 

Z-n3rn men a-nama-n3m full of men 

1-biim stomach 1-biimi-bum has a biz stomach 

U - C a W  mouth u-Eaw-Eaw has a large mouth 

i-tzn navel i-t3nT-t3n has a b i g  navel 

u - k s n  tall ii-kZnii-liSn has a long or big tail 

a-ban breast 5-bang-ban has big breasts 

a-nam b l o o d  a-namz-nam full of blood. bloody 

a-ssn teeth a-s3nz-s3n has many teeth 

a-taw head a-tawz-taw has a bin head 

6-t- heads u- tSiiJ-tjW full of heads 

i-k3n t a i l s  i - k 3 n i - k 5 n  full of tails 

- - 

- - 
- - 

- 
- 
- - ~ 

- 

- - 

- A -  - 
- - 

- - 
- 

- 

- - 
- - 
- - 

- 

- 



3.3-1.2 Data of words with two or more syllables 

i 
Words Keduulication Meaning 

Ngie Ngie k n g l  ish 

I it- kwe b5 1 1  zards G-kweba ii-kwebk full of lizards 
- - 

alligator- i-sbb5mi-sbb5m full of i-sbh3m I 
alligator pepper Pepper 

I 

- - 
u-nwerg po t  at oes u-nwerg w-nwere full of potatoes 

u-nwanii books U - I I W a n a  w-nwana full o f  books  

u-fur7  sacks u-fliri w-furi full of sacks 

u-tani irons u-tan? w-tani full o f  iron 

u-bami bags u-bami w-bkmi full of hags 

5-b2n?i hat red a -bank  w-ban8 full o f  hatred 

IOV -L 1 5 Y-Y&”& full o f  I O V  1 -y& j 1 & 

u-kasira cassava u-kasira w-kasira full of  cassava 

u-namasi oranges G-namgsi w-nfim%si full of oranges 

- - 

- - i 1 

3 . 3 . 1 . 3  Uata of noun phrases 



i-nan i-fir-i black birds i - n s n  ?-fir-< i - n s n  i-fir-i full of I! 
black birds 

- - 
u-zat f i - k i n  big trees u-zit ii-kiaii-zat :-kin full of 

big trees 
- 
a-ksn %-zu fresh beans Z-kjn a-ZG Z-kjn a-zG full of 

3 . 3 . 2  Uata Analysis. I 

fresh beans 

After glancing at the data, the most obvious 

question will be whether the movement of reduplication is to 

the left or to the right of the base. Manv factors will 

account f o r  this. 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

kirst, the fact that this reduplication is a 

complete reduplication and there is n o  difference between 

the structures of the two words makes i t  difficult for the 

direction of movement of t'he reduplicant to be determined. 

Again, the melodic material has been copied 

I 

alonrrstde the tones s o  tflat there is lust no way one 

I can determine the direction of movement from the tones. 

Moreover, there are no preassociated morphemes at 

any section of the reduplicant, neither are there any sounds 

motivated by the syllabic template of the reduplicant to 

determine the direction of movement. 
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In any case, this is a difficult question to answer, 

'1'0 sav that the movement i s  to the right of the base because 

the rest of the reduplicated words in Ngie move to the right 

of the base will not be convincing to manv linguists because 

the reduplication activity varles with word class and in 

some cases, i t  even varies with the words. 

J 

I 
I Again, some people will argue that. since i n  the rest 

of the work. suffixes do not bring about a change in meaning. 

i t  is most likelv that the movement is the left of the base 

forming prefixes which bring a change in meaning i n  these 

nouns. 

Well, the answer to this question is clear. I n  Nzie. 

there are n o  words consisting of more than one prefix. 

Again. nouns that start with consonants are assumed to have a 

0-prefix. since all nouns in this lanauaee have prefixes. 

and there are no cas&s of words having two or more prefixes. 

i t  I S  obvious that the movement of the reduplication is to the 

right of the base forming suffixes. 'Phis then can be supported 

bv the fact that the rest of the reduplicated words in this 

language shift to the right of the base. 

in most cases, it is the plural form of the noun 

that is reduplicated, though there are a few cases where 

both the singular and the plural can be reduplicated 

depending on context. 'I'his concerns mostlv the names of the 

various parts of animals (see 3 . 3 . 1 . 2 ) .  'I'his reduplication 

of sineular nouns takes place in simple words. I n  noun 
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phrases. it i s  the plural forms of the words that are 

reduplicated. (See 3.3.1.4). 

I semantically, complete reduplication &I nouns  leads 
1 

to a change in word class. When a n o u n  is reduplicated, it  

loses its qualities as a noun and assumes those o f  an I 

adiective. 'rhis I S  true i n  that these n o u n s  can neither be 

the suhiect n o r  the object of a sentence. 

men the are here 

'The men are here' 
- 

1 1 )  *E-n3m Z-nzm a-y5 mbS k-kkn 

men men the are here 

* ' P u l l  of men are here' 

b. 1 I :-qat mb5 &-ban-; 
i 

oil are red 

'oil is red' 
- x i )  *:-oat u-n5t mb2 &-ban-% 

011 oil are red 

*'Pull of o i l  is red' 

c. i )  ms- iak  U-sG 
I 

I eat pepper 

' I  ate pepper' 
- .  i i t  *mS-iiak C-s> U-Sbk 

I eat pepper pepper 



Hence. instead of functioning as nouns, these nouns function 

as ad iectives. 

- - 
8.a. a-sin a-yS ba b$ ba 

1 

place the only people people 

'the place IS f u l l  of people' 
I 
I h .  Z-ba a-taw taw ZbG wii Gnu 

- 

only head head with person this 

'this person has a big head' 

Therefore, the ' b $  b i '  and Z-taw taw are used to 

describe the ' place' and the ' person' respectively. 

Again, j u s t  as there are no words that are 

meaningful outside context in most languages, so  too are the 

reduplicated words in Ngie. i-or example. a-bG ZbG mav mean 

'to be f u l l  o f  kola npts' (in a place where only kola nuts 

have been planted or kept). I t  may a l s o  mean 'to be domlnated 

bv kola nuts' (in a situation where these kola nuts have been 

planted o r  kept with other things). 'rhis aspect exists in 

noun phrases as well. Por instance.'Z-kjn a-zu Z-k% a-zu' 

will mean 'to be dominaced by fresh beans' or 'to be f u l l  of 

fresh beans' deuending on the context. 

- 

Keduplication in n o u n s  i s  used for comparison, 

emphasis and exagneration. l'his is evident in the u s e  of Z-bg 

fonlv) in all the contexts in which the reduplicated words 



9.a. E-ba 6-ne - a-nE" 

only water in house 

'there is onlv water in the house' 

In Neie, when "onlv" comes immediately before reduplication 

in a sentence, i t  does not necessarily stand for "solely" or 

"alone. " 

- - - urlu 10 .  b. E-b5 a-taw a-taw abii wfi 

onlv head head with person this 

'this person has only a head' 

The above sentence in Ngie means that the head is 

what makes the Person. but, w@ know that there is  n o  person 

who is made UP of only a head. 'I'herefore.'only' is used to 

emphasize the size o f  the head in comparison with the other 

parts of the body.  'Lo a native sueaker of Ngie. the rest of 

the bodv i s  insieniflcant when compared with the head of that 

Person. Keduplicatlon, therefore, does not onlv exaggerate. 

but i t  i s  also used as an abuse especialIv when comoarlng 

parts of the body. 

2 

In anv case. it is not in all cases where 

reduplication is used that there is the aspect of 

exaaeeration and abuse. 



a -4 

11. a-bZ i - y a b  :-yap Z - s i n  5-75 

onlv Palm Palm place the 

trees trees 

'the place is full of palm trees' 

This sentence may mean that the whole place is full 

I of Palm trees in a place where only palm trees have been 

k e p t  o r  alanted. 

Phonologically, there are some alternations between 
I 

voiced and voiceless sounds. For example, i b i  alternates 

with ipl and ikl alternates with [ E ] .  'I'he liquid [ri also 

alternates with rt]. The nouns with these alternations 

I 
I 

are verv few. I 
I - 

1 2 .  7-bak 'holes' i-bag 7 - b a k  ' full of holes' 
- 
I - Y ~ P  ' palm trees' i - y a b  i - y a p  ' ful i of palm trees' 

6-kaa money' E-kab ii-kap full of monev' 
- 

I 6-&t ' oi I '  u-nar ii-oat 'full of oil' I 

'There are two Possible r u l e s  to account f o r  the 

alternation between Fbl and r p l .  



T h i s  r u l e  says t h a t  / b /  becomes  i p 1  a t  word f i ' n a l  p o s i t i o n .  r 
I In f a c t .  t h e s e  two r u l e s  a r e  n o t  a l l  c o r r e c t .  'Yhe 

f o l l o w i n n  a re  some words  i n  Ngie w h l c h  have  rp1 a t  

i n t e r v o c a l i c  position: 

- 
1 3 .  1 - u S  ' t o  t e a r '  

i - p i ' ?  c l o u d '  

l - f J & : t  ' b a t '  
- 

' l ' h e r e f o r e .  t h e  f i r s t  r u l e  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  in a l l  s i t u a t i o n s  

in N z i e .  The s e c o n d  r u l e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o r r e c t  b e c a u s e  i b l  

d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  any word  i n  Ngie. 

I t  a lwavs  appears a t  6 o r d  i n i t i a l  a n d  m e d i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

i 

I 1 4 .  Z-bjn  ' f a r m '  

i - b i  ' palm n u t '  



The rule in distinctive features will b e :  

I -son 
-cont 

-cor 
-> r-vdi -- # +ant -- 1 

. .. 

+vd 

I Again. there are two possible rules f o r  the alternation 

between rgi and Tki. I 
c l i  k ---> R / V -- V 

'I'he rule states that /k/ becomes Tgi at intervocalic 

uos i t i o n  

( 2 )  R ---> k / --$ 

I'he rule states that / z /  becomes Tkl at word final position. 

Again. there is a problem with the first rule. 'l'his is 

because there are many words in Ngie having Tkl at word 

intervocalic ~ositlon. Some of these words include: 

15. i i -ksn 'message' 

i-k5n ' beds' 

i -kwi  ' maize' 
i -ken 'nest' 

- 
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l'he second r u l e  is therefore correct because there is no 

word in Ngie having [gl at word final position. 

is Tki that always occurs at word final position. 

Instead, it  l 

1 6 .  G-zSk 'cloth (to carry a baby)' 

i -n i a k  ' sheeu' 
- 

! 
I 

1 - i a k  ' food' 

Therefore, the rule is: 

E ---> k / --# 

The rule i n  distinctive features reads: 

-son a 
-cont 
+hi -- > i-vdi -- # 
+bk 
+vd 

A s  i s  the situation with the other alternatlons. there are 

also two uossible rules for the alternation between T t l  and 

f r l :  

( 1 )  t ---> r / v -- v 

T h i s  r u l e  says that /t/ becomes r r l  at word intervocalic 

position. 
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'!'his rule says that /r/ becomes jtl at word final position. 
I 

I 
'Yhe first r u l e  cannot be correct because F t l  appears in many 

contexts at intervocalic position. 

1 7 .  i - t a  ' friend' 
a- t 3 ,  ' ear' 

a-taw ' head' - 

grasshopper' a-tIin I 

1-til ' wine' - 

'rherefore, the first rule is  wrong.  'rhe second rule is 

correct because, eved though we find frl at intervocallc 

~osition, there is no situation where one  can find this Frl 

at word f i n a l  position in Ngie. 

Hence. the rule is :  



distinctive features, this rule will be: 

+son 
-nas 

-vd -1at 
+cor --- > -cont / -- k 
+con t -son 
+vd 

'rhis Tri that alternates with i t i  is underivinaly / d / .  'I'he 

reason is that Tdl and [rl are in complementarv distributio 

when we compare the environment in which the two sounds 

appear. Although they both appear at word medlal position, 

the environment in which they appear are different. 

shown in the data below. 

Phis IS 

- - 
18 .  a. a-di" 'smoke' b. a-fir-i ' the black one' 

- u-da cut lass' a-zdrii-zit ' too much' 

a-di," ' throat' mark ' finlsh' - 
1 

kZra ' hana' 

E-oSr ii-ost 'full of oil, oily' 

Prom the data above, two rules can be established: 

( 1 )  d --> r / cv -- 

'rhe rule says that /d /  becomes 

consonant and a vowel sequence. 

j r t  when i t  f o l l o w s  a 

( 2 )  r --> d / v -- 
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l'he rule says that / r /  becomes rdl when i t  follows a vowel. 

i 

1 ~ .  a - f i r - i :  /a-f i d-i / 'the blacK one' 
- 
a-zErZ-zi t : ja-zld Z-zit/ ' too much' 

m&r&: /madti/ I finish' 

kZr5.: /kZdti/ ' hann' 

u-narii-na t : /ij-qad ii-nat/ 'full of o i l .  oily' 
- 

Hence. the alternation between r r l  and F t l  can be considered 

as the Id1 and Ttl alternation. Hence, the rule that will 

account f o r  this alternation will be: 

d --> t / --# 
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In anv case, it is the first rule that is correct. 'rhis is 

because r r t  and it1 do not form a natural class of sounds. 

Hence. r r l  underlvinglv is  /d/ with the r u l e :  

d --> r / C V  -- 

'l'he rule i n  dist~nctlve features will read: 

-son 
-nas 
-1at 
+cor ---> +cont / c v ---- 
-con t +son 
+vd 

Since i t  I S  i d 1  that changes into Frl. the following words 

havinz i r l  will be represented underlylnglv as foilows: 



'rhis r u l e  in distinctive features will be: 

I 
I 

-cont 
-son 
-nas 
-cor ---> f-vdl/ --- # 
+vd 
-iat 

I 

Hence. the alternation between [t i  and Tdl, Fkl and rgl, and 

finallv To1 and [bl can be merged into one  rule called the 

Uevoicing rule. 'I'his rule stated rn dlstinctrve features 

will be: 

-son 
-cont --> F-vdl / --+ 
ivd 

Keduplication in N g ~ e  also ieads to gliding. 'I'his IS evident in that 
some vowels become consonants as a result of this type of word 
formation.'I'here i s  Ful which becomes r wl in the foIlowing words: 

Ii-kwebaG -kweba -> u-Kwgbawkweba full o f  iizards" 
u-ow&r&G-nw&re -> u-owergwowere " full of Potatoes" 
6-nwin a G-nwan;? ->G-qwan.amwan& " full of  books I' 

A rule to account for this Phonological change can therefore be: 

u --> w 1 v- 

.. 

rhis rule states that Tu1 becomes iwl when i t  follows a vowel. 

In anv case, this gliding does not end with reduplication. 
There are still many words in Ngie which still have this 
aspect of gliding. 

Some of these words include: 

a-t a:u -> a-t a,w I' head" 
li-bu --> u-can " mouth" 
u-kukbk --> C-kw&ba " 1 izards" 
u-nue re  --> ii-nwsrk " po t at oe s " 

- 
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Therefore, the rule stated above i s  incomplete. I f  we take the 
words noted above into consideration, we will discover that 
gliding does not only occur when Tu1 follows another vowel. 
Hence. another rule has been developed. which is as follows: 

U -> w / vo co -- vo 

'rhis rule states that f u i  becomes C wl when i t  is preceded 
bv a vowel or when i t  appears intervocallicallv . or when i t  
appears between a vowel and a consonant. 'I'his rule in distinctive 
features will be: 

+son  
-cons i - sy! l  1 
+back -> r +cons i / vo co -- vo .  
+high 
+ r d  
+vd 

- 

i-rorn the rule therefore, we discover that gliding takes place 
when r U T  1s either preceded or follow bv a vowel. 
Hence. we can simplifv the rule to be as follows: 
u -> w / v- 

'rhis rule states that i u i  becomes f wl when i t  I S  either 
preceded a foiiowed by a vowel. 'The ruie i n  distinctive 
features wili be: 

-V 

+son 
-cons -> +svli / V- 
+back +cons -V 
+high 
+rd 
+vd 

Apart from the gliding stated above, there is also gliding 
where T i 1  becomes r v i ,  as is evident in the words below. 

a-ya?a i-ya7a -> i -ya?yya?a  "ful 1 of i o y "  
s u i  - z a  --> S i i Y Z G  
More of these examples will be seen in verbs. 

A rule that can be established from these examples will read 
as f o l  lows. 
1 - -> v / v- 

- 

'rhis rule states that T i l  becomes I y7 when it  is Preceded 
by a vowel.ln any case, this rule is incomplete because like 
f ul , T i l  also glides in other environments as shown below. 



- .-  
ale ->?iyG ” woman I’ 

Hence. the rule stated above is incomplete. A complete rule 
will then be as follows. 

1 -> Y / vo co -- vo .  

)‘his r u l e  states that Til become T v l  when i t  appears either 
intervocally . or when it appears after a vowel or when it  
appears between a vowel and a consonant. 
Like the Tu1 qliding rule. this rule can  be simplified as follows: 

1 ->  v / v- 
--v 

! h i s  rule states that,[ ul becomes i wl when i t  is either 
preceded or followed by a vowel. 

‘rhe rule in distinctive features I S :  

+son 
-cons -> +cons 
-back -svl1 --v 
-mid 
+n  1 e h  
-rd 
+Vd 

v- 

2 



4.  Keduolication in Verbs, Adjectives and Adverbs 

I 

classes. beginning with verbs. 

4.1.1 Keduplication in Monosyllabic Verbs 

L 

It is the imperatlve verb that IS the base during 

reduolication. '!'his is because when the infinitive marker is 

deleted in verbs. 

take the imperative form. (See 2 . 2 ) .  l'herefore these forms 

appear as the base during reduplication. 

these verbs undergo certain changes to 

'These imperative verbs conslst of rnonosyllablc and 

disvIlab1c words and they will be  analysed from this 

perspective. Hence. the data on verbs has been divlded into 

two parts: monosyllabic and disyllabic verbs. Prefixes and 

suffixes are not considered during the syllabic division. 
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words Keduplication Meaning 

Ngie cngiish Neie 

b e  Put to birth be  v-be-v put to birth fast 

kil  die KUV- ku-V die fast 

P - t  tear I)ty-p--v tear iast 

b i n  dance b i n i - b i  n - i  dance iast 

, J , 

I 
tan count 

S i  keep 

ic5n piant 

num take 

z 5 n  buy 

S 5  suck 

z i n  see 

i 5 k  eat . 
sap sharpen 

t 6rn stand 

tat iie 

z3n-3  fight 

kZr-Z hang 

bag-5 appear 

kZb-Z search 

s3n-5  harvest 

t ani - t an- i  count fast 

s i v- s i -v keep fast 

k 5 n i  - k s n - i  plant iast 

nlirni -nlirn- i take quicklv 

z 3 n i - z 5 n i  buv ias.t 

35, -ss-v suck fase 

z i  n i  -z i n- i  s e e  quickly 

15zi- lac-; eat fast 

sharpen quicklv 

- 
_. - sabi-sab-i 

t $ m i - t  e m - i  stand fast 

tari-t ar-i iie quicklv 

2 3 ~ - 3 " - z 3 0 - 3  fight qulcklv 

kar-Zv-kZr-8 hang quicklv 

n3r-Zv-n5r-Z has ten 

f E r-Ev- f E r - E  mix quicklv 

bSg-5.v- b5 g -5 appear qulcklv 

kZb-Zv-kZb-Z search quickly 

s3n-3v-s3n-3 harvest quicklv 
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give quickly nZ7-Ti give n57 -ay-na7 -5 

zEn-E vomit zSa-Ev-zzo-E vomit quickly 

e5b-Z orotect SZb-Zy-EZb-Z Protect fast 

4 . 1 . 2  Keduplication in disyliablc verbs 

'Wo r d s Keduplicarion Meaninz 

v e l  e C n s 2 l l S l l  Naie knollsh 

Ear% Ereer. tZrZv-EZrE. greet fast 

E5m5 Sit c3m5 Y- i: 5 m5  it fast 

k3o5 thing k5n5 v- k3 n3 think fast 

1- 

bZ r E  wed bErEv-bErE wed fast 

Z a 7  come za7ay- za7a come auickly 

4 . 1 . 3 .  Data Analysis? 

b r o m  the data above. the renuplicant in monosvllabic 

and disvliabic verbs always has a pre-associated sounds at the 

word initial wsition.'rhese sounds are 1 1 1  and [ v i .  Again. 

a l l  monosvllab'c verbs without suffixes aiso have these same 

s o u n d s  associazed at tneir word final positions. 

brom the iata, one finds that i i i  and Tvl appear at 

different environments. while f i l  appears immediately after 

c o n s o n a n t s ,  r-ir3 appears immediately after vowels, both at 
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word final position. ,I'herefore, these two sounds are in 

complementary distribution. In order to find the underlying 

sound. two possible rules can be used 

1 ) v - - -> 1/c---. 

I'his rule states that I v i  becomes ( 1 1  after a consonant. 

z i  1 ---> y / v - - -  

'I'his rule states that i l i  becomes i v i  after a vowel 

a t  word final position. 

I n  NEie. vowel clusters are n o t  very are n o t  very 

common. Therefore. the second rule applies to the language 

more than the first. rherefore. i t  is i i i  that is 

we-associated at w o ~ d  final and word initial positions o f  

the reduplicant. 

Since vowel clusters are'not common in Ngie,whenever an I l l  

comes after a vowel.it changes ~ n t o  a ivi.'rhis pre-associated 

vowel at word final position of the reduplicant occurs o n l v  

in monosvllablc verbs without suffixes. 

Apart from  he alternation between T i l  and i v l ,  some 

consonants also alternate. I'here is an alternation between 

Ibl and Ip1, Ikl and igi, and finallv. irl and [ti. ' I ' h i s  

alternation comes about as a result of the fact that this 

language respects certain phonologrcal rules. One of such 
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Ako r u n  run 

' Ako, hasten' 

b . .  a-ke kZr-E v - k Z r - a  

Ake hang hang 

'Ake. hang i t ' '  

I 'The above examples are used i n  a sltuatlon of 



- - -I. 5.a. k-wi i i  I - j i  akacun 

I w i l l  steal steal todav 

' 1  wiil prefer to steal todav 

b. a -wi  E3m5 i - ? 5 m 5  Xs!ig& 

1 will sit sit tomorrow 

' ! wlll prefer to sit tomorrow 

Prom the above examples. wnen l i i - l i  (to steal) is 

used, i t  is in comparison with some other thing. I t  may be. 

in the past, the speaker has either been be,o.-inz or 

borrowing. Hence, he is saying that, instead of doing that, 

he will steal. 

'these verbs too can be used i n  the past. 

b.a. 5-ma qGi-qG-v 

he he go go 

'he has lust gone' 

b .  i i -ma pini-pin-i 

he be arrive arrive 

'he has just arrived' 

Hence. apart from the fact that these verDs cannot 

occur in the present, they occur In both Dast and future 

situations. I'hey are also used in imperative and 

interrogative sentences as shown in 3 .  4 .  

Although it is the lmperative verb that 1s 

reduplicated. an infinitive reduplicated verb can then be 
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derived through the insertion of the infinitive marker at 

w o r d  initial position of reduplicated words. 'rhe tones of 

the words a l s o  change. 

Here are some reduplicated imperative 

verbs changed into infinitlve reduplicated verbs: 

Keduplicated verbs Meaning 

kngl ish 

I 
imperative infinitive 

be  7-be-v i-be-y-be-v to put to birth fast 

bi ni -b i  n-i to dance fast 

to suck fast 

to take quickly 

t o  send quicklv 

t o  eat fast 

to sharpen qulcklv 

- 
1 -b in :  - b i  n- i 
- s3i-s3-y i-s3-v-s3-y 

numi-num-i 1 -numi -num-i 

?a i -?a-v  1-cay-ca-y 

i a g i -  jag- i  I- vagi- i 5 g - i  

sabi-sab-i 1 -sSbi-sab-i 

z3n-Zv-z3n-3 1-~3n--3v-z3n--3 to flght qulcklv 

kar-av-kZr-5 I-kar-av-kar-5 to hang qulckly 

n3r-3v-nSr-3 1-n5r-3v-nSr-3 to run fast 

ban-Sv-bag-5 i-b5g-Sv-b5n-i to appear quickly 

Eab-Zv-Eab-g l-cab-av-??ib-?i to protect fast 

kab-Zv-kgb-2 1-kab-av-kab-5 to search quickly 

- 
- "- f - _  
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

- 

- - -  

- 
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I t  is important to mention here that apart from the 

insertion of the infinltive marker. the melodic material 

remains unchanged. Hence, those verbs that have vowels 

inserted at thelr word final u o s i t ~ o n ~  when changed from the 

infinitive form to the irnperat~ve form remaln the same. 

Here are some examples from the data to illustrate 

t h l ? :  

8 .  labie 

V e r b s  KeduPl icat ion Meaning 

iniinit.imper. imperative lnfinitive hnal ish 

1-z5n 2311-3 z3o-3y-z3q-9 i-z30-5v-z3n-3 to fight fast - - 

I-kat kZr-Z klr-Zv-kar-Z - 1-kZr-Zv-kar-a to hang fast 
i-n5t n5r-3 n3r-5y-n3r-5 - i-n3r-Zv-n3r-5 to run fast 

2 
i - k a p  k2a-2 kZb-Zv-kZb-E 7-k2D-Zv-kab-a to search qu~cklv 

i - b a k  bag-5 bag-5y-baa-5 i-b5g-5v-b5g-5 to appear fast 

i-Eap :ab-a ?Zb-Zv-?Bb-a - l-EZb-ay-?Zb-z to protect fast 

1-na7 n a 7 - Z  nZ7-Zv-nZ7-Z i -ng7-2v-nZ7-2  to give quickly 

Like the imperatlve redupllcazed verbs. the 

infinitive reduplicated verbs can also he used 

as shown below. 

in sentences 
. ,  

- 81 - 



~ . a .  i - r a g i - l a g - i  ?I-wa7-a i - n a  in3 

to eat eat is i t  thing anv 

I lust to eat. IS i t  anv thtne"' 
- - n i-n5r-5 i-n5r-5 a-w27-a a- f i7-a  m 5  

b a n y  t o  run r u n  is i t  I work 

' iust to run is i t  any .job'!' 

1.ike in nouns, the melodic materials i n  verbs have 

n o  meaninzs outside their contexts. This is iliustrated in 

the examnies above. Again. there is no instance of  gliding. 

vowei deletion or vowel coaiescence.. 

'l'he 1 '  that appears in the redupiicate is a morpheme 

and i t  is used for emphasis. 

'l'herr 1s ais0 another type p i  redupiication in verb where 

the same word is repeated severai times without the ' i '  

mornheme. L 

tuamples 

Keduplication qeaninr Worcis 

~ z t e  L.nzlish Ngie  t n o  L is h 

take num n6m num num to take repeatedly num 

iak eat 

S 3  

15k iak l a k  l5k.. . to eat repeatedlv 

suck s5 s5 S 3  s 3 . .  . t o  suck repeatedly 
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I 

1 )  v - - - - >  I / ( ' - - - #  

it ie r u l e  slates that Ivl becomes 1 1 1  after a 

consoriani at w o r d  flnal position. 

LL 1 - - - - >  v / V - - - # .  

i h i s  r u l e  states that r i l  becomes rvl after a vowel 
at word I lnal p i i s i t i n n .  

As seen in 4 . 1 . 2 ,  there are no vowel clusters a t  

word f i n a l  position in Ngie. 'l'herefore, it is obvious that 

i t  I S  I i I  that becomes f v l  after vowels at wold final 

position. l h ~ s  is evident i n  t h e  fact that i t  is  t h e  same 

l i l  t h a L  I S  ore-associated at word initial p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

redunl , r a n t  

A p a r t  from t h e  1 1 1  a&d I v l  alternation, I r l  and I t 1  

also alternate in: 

f i  t black' a n d  firi-fir-i 'very black' 

T h i s  I S  as a result of o n e  of the phonolonical rules in Ngie 

wherehv some vniced sounds become voiceless at word final 

position. Iherefore, voiced I r l  becomes voiceless I t 1  at 

word f i n a l  ~osition (See 3 . 3 . 2 )  

Kedunlicarion in adiectives adds more meaninR to the 
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4 .  L .  2 . 1  'rab le 

embracketed at the e n d  o f  each meaning 1n bnniish, 'I'his is to 

show that adiectives in N g i e  function both a s  singular and 

plural and the singular o r  plural form cannot be determined 

o u t s i d e  context ] h e  reason f o r  this is  that adjectives u s e  

the orefixes of t h e  nouns they modify and these adjectives 

a l s o  agree in number w i t h  t h e s e  nouns. (See 2 5 .  2 6 ) .  

Although t h e r e  is a ore-associated Ti l  at word 

I 
- 8 8  - 

words Keilupl i c a t  ion Meaning 

~ e i e  hngi ish Nf: I C! bngiish 

- a-ban-&han the red one(s) a-ban-a red one(s) 

6 - h Z n - %  red one(s) ~ - h 5 n - G - l ~ a 1 ~  the red one(s) 

i-ban-i-ban the red one(s) i-bZo-% red one(s) 

a-fir-i black one(s) a-fir-i-fit the b l a c k  one(s) 

u-fir-i black onels) u-fir-1-fit the black one(s) 

black one(s) 1-fir-I-fit the black one(s) 1 - f  i r-i 

good one(s) i -Eun i -Eun the good one(s) 1-Eun 

a-Eun good one(s) a-Eun % - P u n  the good one(s) 

u-Eiin good one(s) u-Eun 6-cun the good 00 

u - k i n  big one(sJ 6 - k i n  % k i n  the b i g  one(s) 

T - k E n  i - k i n  the blg one(s) 1 - k i n  big one(s) 

a - k i n , Z - k c n  the big one(s) a-ken b i g  one(s) 

- 

- 

- - 
- - 

- 

- - 
- 

- - 

- - 

- 

- 

- - 

krom data 4 . ~ . L . 1 .  above one can s e e  that I s '  is 



lnitial position of  the reaupllcant of all adjectives, and 

at word final p o 5 i t i r > n  of monosvliab~c adiectlve 

4.2.1.a.b) adrectives having the prefixes of the pouns thcv 

modifv d o  n o t  have this morpheme. Instead, these adjectives 

are reduplicated a l o n g s i d e  the prefixes as shown i n  data 

4 . L . L . 1 .  'I'he vowels that a r e  lnserted a t  word final 

position of some of t h e  adiectlves are not reduplicated 

during thls process of  reduplication. 

Althouzh 1 1 1  t i c i t n  4 L 1 a,b. reduplicatlon is used f o i  

emphaqis. i n  data 4 . 2 . L . 1 ,  redupllcatlon i s  used f o r  cornpallson. 

1 1 .  w a  k-ua wa wZi-wi-v 



initial p o s i t i o n  o f  the r e i r u r > I i c a r t t  of all ad,iectives, and 

at w o r d  final p i i s i t  i o n  o t  ~rionosvilabic adiectives. (see 

4.2.1 .a,bi adiectives tiavinfr, t h e  prefixes of fhe nouns they 

modifv d o  no t  have t h i s  m o r r ) h e m e .  ~nstead, these adjectives 

are redupijcated aionrside the p.refixes as shown in data 

4.2.2.1. 'The v o w e l s  that are inserted at word final 

position of some o f  the adjectives are not reauplicated 

during this process of reduplication. 

Although I I I  d u r a  4 . 2 . 1  a,b, reduplication i s  used for .  " 

I 
emphasis, in d a t a  4 . 2 . 2 . 1 ,  reduplication i s  w e d  for,cornparison. i 

l l l u i l l  L , I =  

'the man is verv intelligent' 
- 12. a-nan a-fir-i-fit 

cocovam hiatk black 

' the black co~ovam' > 

while w c i - w l - v  ' v e r v  i n t e l  ilgent' is used to 

emphasise the intellect of the man, a-fir-i zfit 'the black 

one' I S  u s e d  i n  coinnifrison to e1 [ h e r  the red or  the white 

cocovam. Hence. redupllcat~on at the level of adiectives I S  

used both for corripar~son and f o r  emphasis. 

- 8 9  - 



4.3 Keduplication i n  Adverbs. 

A s  dfor ( . i i i en t  ioned, i t  i s  complete reduplication 

i i l r i (  e 1 1 1  , i d v e r h s .  Like In nouns, verhs a n d  

adiectives. t h e  rrduplicant appears at the right of the 

base. forming a sufflx. 

h i r i c e  a d v e i b s  are very few in Ngie the following d a t a  

of seven w o r d s  h a v e  been collected t o  illustrate reduplication 

at t h l s  level. 

4 . 3 . 1  m t a  of  reduplication in adverbs 

I w o  1 d 4 12~:duplicat i o n  Meaning 

N e i e  i-,nEl i s h  Ngie L n ~ l i s h  

higher - - /  a - n i n  h i g h  a-n+n a-n in  

a-cun below a-?iun, K-Eun below 

a-iim back a-iim a-iim 

1 - \ .a t  7 l d e  i - v t ~ r  i - v a t  

- - 

- backward 

s ideways 

upward 

- 

- - 
- - n - k n 7 3  u p  a - k 5 7 3  -k575  

a - s c  down A-s& - s e  downward 

4 .  I . L .  Uata Analysis. 

Keduplication i n  adverbs do not lead to a change i n  

ward class. ~nstead, i t  adds more meaning to the word i n  process. 

- YU - 



Qain Iihe i n  nouns, verbs and adjectives, there is 

an alternation between Irl and 1 1 1  

1 4  ? - v a t  ' side' 
- I-vari-vat ' sideways' 

Ihis is il phonological process  whereby voiced Crl 

hecr,rrlt: v o ~ c e l e ~ s  I L I  at word final position. (See 3 . 3 . L . )  

Reduplication in adverbs neither leads to a change 

in meaniw n o r  does i t  lead to a change ~ f )  Word class. 

Instead. i t  adds more meaning to the word jn process. 'I'hat 

I S  wttv  the adverb and the melodic inaterlal can stlll appeal 

' i n  t h e  same context. 

- I  

1 5 . a .  Ea a-nbq 

send hlrh I 
I 



5 .  CikNDKAI.  CC)NCL.USION 
m 

Keduplicatlon is a process that affects the open 

class of lexical itenis in Ngie. I t  affects n o u n s ,  verbs, 

adiectives. and adverbs. Both partial and complete 

redupllcatipn take piace i n  this language. and 1 t  I S  a 

phonoloeiral. a morpholoaicai, and a semantic process. 

r'honolo~icallv, redupllcatlon leads t o  the 

resvllabification of words. Kesvllabiflcation is a situation 

where two o r  more words are pronounced as  one and the final 

consonant i n  one word serves as the onset of the first 

syllable i n  the follciwirip word. ' I h i s  i s  illustrated in 

chapter 1 .  

Again, there i s  an alternatlon betweeq [ i l  and I v l .  

'This I S  due t o  cine 0 1  t h e  two phonological rules 1n the 

lanpuaee whereby 1 1 1  heconies [ V I  at word final pekition %. 



a) i --> y ,i v --?f 

I'his rule in distinctive features i s :  

 on 
-cons 
-back ---> [+cons1 / v -- # 

- r d  
+vd 

+ h i  r-syi 1 1  

Apart from the above mentioned alternation. i b e r e  

a l s o  an alternation between some voiced and some v o i c e l e s s  

sounds. The consonants  Itl, ikl, and fp.1 alterntite w i t h  ! r ] .  

T a l , ,  and [bl respectively, In anv case. i t  shou!d b e  r i o t e d  

that [ r l  underlsinnlv is id.i. ' r h i s  is because [&I :).*pi- - -  , l r i ? , s  

Trl after a consonant and vowei sequence. 

) d ---> r 1 C V  -- 

I'he rule i n  distinctive features is: 

-cont 
+vd 
-son +cont. 
-1at --> + s o n  1 -- 
+cor 
-nas 

Therefore. since t h e v  are all voiced soil;;tis t 

ecome voiceless at word final position, a r u l e  know!; [A:$ e 

devoicinn rule was p r o p o s e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  rule. v i ~ i c c d  

c o n s o n a n t s  become voiceless a t  word final n o s i  t ion 
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+cons 
-cont  

... .,,~. , , ,, 
::*i. . 

<:.: :?:i 



C O i I c i I  

cn t a t i o n  

n o t  looked a t  t h i s  



~~ 

~ j e r i v a t i o n s  t b t :  

words 

UK 

uerivat ions t c )  : 

words s j i - s j - y  t a r i - t a r - :  P P V - I \ ~  , 

U K  /s j : -s3- i  j 

ijevo i c i n : 

d / r  alternation 

_ _ _ _ - _  

___-- -  

uevocal izat.ion Y V 

P R  is~v-s5-YI 

'l'ones are copied alongside the [nelo)il i i  

i n  n o u n s  and adverbs. I n  verbs and adiectives. !. :! I.' t! r! 0 t 

l l i !  i ' j ,  copied in a number o i  words arid t i i e v  ar t :  !:(:iii:-c! 

' i 'his i s  illustrated in chapters 3 a n d  4 .  

M o r p h o l o g . j c ; i I  I v ,  t h e  r e d u p l i c a s i r  a r ~ t > ~ ' t i i : ~  1 . )  t i:i, 

right of t h e  b a s e  forming s u f f i x e s .  'l 'his h u r , i r t : i i : .  i i !  ! > { ! t r !  

0artia.i a n d  complete reduplication. ' I ' hese  su i  I i : .  ! I O  i 

brine a h o u t  any chasi,ce in nieanina i n  ~ a r . t ! i i i  ; : ! L ? t I  ! ! > , I  



In c o m p l e t e  r e d u p l i c a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e s e  s u f l  I X C S  t l i - i  

c h a n g e  i n  mean ing  arid word  c i a s s  i n  n o u n s .  i n  i i i l i  

a d v e r b s  and v e r b s .  t h e r e  i s  i i e i i i i e r  a ctlairsc. i ! i  :,! 

i n  word c l a s s .  1nstead.the r e d u p l i c a n t  a d d s  I I I ( I ! C  ~ : i e : \ ~ ! ~ n p ,  

t o  t h e  word i n  p r o c e s s  a s  shown i n  chaprci. 4 .  i i r .  

r e d u p l i c a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a s e m a n t i c  p r o c e s s .  

'The r e  f o r  e , bo t  h p a r  t i a i and  c omP I e 'r e. I c ii il p i i c t i  I i i) 1 1  

t a k e  n i a . c e  i n  t h e  iangurrac.  Par i a l  redur , i  ice;. i-)L: c . i I . s i s  : I :  

a l i m i t e d  number of w o r d s .  ~ n d  t a f f e c t s  ( > I > i + ~  iiie ! i o ~ n > , .  

Complete reduplication i s  v e r y  co~niiion i n  t h c  l i t !  

a f f e c t s  t h e  f o u r  c l a s s e s  of  words t h a t  form t h e  ope i )  cinsz: 

of lexical J ~ ~ I I I S  

? /  
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