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SIGNS AND ABBREVIATIONS

= high tone "

! - = Mid;tone _ L
ll S = low tone - o
_ :_+ = positive valﬁe (of‘a feature) . - f v
I' ' - - = pnegative yaiqe'{of a'featufe) |
-—> = 5ecomes
- % = word final position
C. = consonant, Complement : . . S _
v = vowel of verﬁ.'When found in rules. V stands
“for the following features = +syllabic '.
_—consonantaf
s = subjétt
O. = object
A = adjunct )
2
Vd _ = yoided sound
yr - = underlying.rePrESeﬁtétion
'Pﬁ _ = phonetic representafioh'
son = sonorant
cons - consonantal
'con{. = continuant
lap.._ = iaterél
cor_ . = coronal
'né§ : = nasaY
antj = anterior
hi = high

v




bk = back

rd = round

{ .} = phonetic-transcription7

/7 :'pﬁonologi§al tfaﬁscriptibn 

.VIS =_Voiceles$

" ='faliing tone

l = fising toné'. /
Infinit = infinitive

imper = imperative.
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CHAPTER [ .

L. General Introduction

Langpage=is an important aspegt of anv society.
For tn:s reason, 1t wilil be ne;essary 1o knew the
background of the éociety that uses a-gariicuiar tanguage
before studyiﬁg the language. Thac is‘why.this work starts
with he pre;entétion.of the geographical and historical

backzround of the Ngie clan before tackling reduplication

in o Nule.

1.1 Ceographical Background.

2
Ngie.is 4 subdivision ifound iq
MomorDivision in the North West provincé of Camercon. {(see
map tl. Thé'NgLe clan is:the centre of ;he fivé:clans that
constitute Momo Division. To the North East of Ngis is
Menema. to the South is.Moghémo.'to the South West 15 Menka
and. finallv, to the West and North_WeSt 18 Ngwaw-(seé'map 7).
The Ngie élan area falls.aﬁprOximqtely between
latitude 3% 43 and * 6° 10' North and ilongitude 97 43" and
g 33 East‘ The North South e;ient is about 25 km {(bird

£ 32 km with a ltand surface arca’

e

ht) and Fast West extent




of aoout 250 km? (Tweed A.E 1923).

The land of Ngie. is vefy mountainous and siopés from
North to South whioh renders éettlemeﬁt, movement, agriculturé
and development difficultl Irfespéofive of aii these,
the area remains a gooo touristic site.

The ‘Ngie area_has a_trooioo}'climate with two'aonua!:-
the dry season which runs ffom:mid—November to mid~Maroh and
the raioy oéason-from mid-March Lo mid—dctobor.

Thé.soutﬁern port of Ngio is wéfmer than fhe
northern part. This climate has made it possibie,for‘tho
- Ngie people to diversﬁfy agricultufe. While the people in
the North are engaged inrcattle rearing and.other.minor
agricultural activities, ﬁhose.ih_the South aro.seriously
engnged'in.palm o1l produotion.

The population of Ngié has been constantly
increasing. over the years. Thé earliest recordéd oSIimates
show théf'thé popola{ion.otood at'l0,000'people in 1890..The
= census figures put 1t at 24.798 inhdbitants. In [996.
the figuro wa s esfimated to.haVe rioen above 26,000 (&doh_

Samuel: 19961},
1.2. Historical Backg&ound.

Ngzie is one of the five clans that form the Widikum

. ethnic group. The rest of the clans include: Moghamo,

Ngemba, Ngwaw and Menemo.




Like Lﬁe_other clan of this ethnic gfdup. Ngie 135
of.semi~Bantu o;igin[ o |

This ethnic group is said to have emigrated some 250
yeérs'ago_from thé friﬁges of Congo (J.A Ngwa 19?8; 144} and
finaiif sgttled in Widikum which gave it 1fs present
name . h

fach clan hés its.oWn local tradition which narrates
how the gfoup dispersed, moved, and finaiiy occupied its

present site (Paul Nchoji N: 1987)

fhe Ngie peopie, despite thelr Widikuﬁ ﬁe}itage,‘
gtili ciaim that they originated from Dudum through their
ancestor, Uﬁgiekum who éame_out of the plunge pool of the
Dudum Qaterfali of Rivef Fel. in the course of time. the
need for.exPansion on économic grounds bccéme apparent toe
Ungiekum and he sent his sons to the field fo; pastures.
This ﬁjg:atéon eventmaily led fo'the:formaﬁion of the‘
nineteen villages that.make up the Ngie clan.

Pudum hﬁs therefcre remained a historic site
.fégaraed by.the Ngie peopile és theihome:of.the Ngie
'5nccstor.' |

“The MAJOT ETOUPS thét are said_ta'haVe emergéd frqm
an-tngickum'lcgendary site lrnclude Qengom. Teze . Ahdek.
Etwit, Bungaluge, and Azem.

As time went on, subgroups began to emerge from the

main groups forming the nineteen villages of Ngie. These




villages include: Andek. Teze., Etwii. Abebung, Ebang, Angong.
Ajei, Tinechung. Azem, Bassic. Nkon, kEssaw. tchia., Abichia,

Angai. Etoh. BSonatu. Honambufei, and Akuwu. {(see map J).
+1.3. The language.

ﬁgig. the language'of fhe Ngie people. 18 spoken in
the hinetéen Villages that make up the Ngie cian.

‘his laneuaze uses & lot of phonetic vowels and
consonansts in the formation of its words. Lt uses fron;. back
and éentra; vowels which can-eifhe: be high. mid or‘iow {see
chart l)1 Hefe are Some of the words in which these vowels

are found.

Vowel s wWords
.Ngié ﬁgie knglish
a é~n+‘  ant

2
e a-~be country
5 - i~-nan 5ird -
€ U=-WED firewood
5] a~do?  throat
2 1i~kan bean
2 - U-Cw mouth
i i-njim back
u - - u-bun brain

. — ran -
o CLoUu-In crabs:




The language uses both voiced and voiceless

consonants (see chart 2). Consonant clusters are also used

and thev can either appear at word initial position or at

word medial position.

Here are some words containing these consonants:

LConsonants

S Nzie

-

w

be

words

Ngie

2
¥

[ Pt e
| | i

ksl Lo )
W | ~t

o o)

1
I
by
dy
-
—

people
1andslides
Clothes.
sack

rawl

food
message
mountain
water

animal

pot

monevy
black

fish

S tree




W a-wia bone-

v a-ye woﬁan_

z a-zét much.:

? a-z+7? vam

‘mb ~ i-mban walking stick

ng . o ifngwéy b r
nj- E;njém o :;_dream(sJ

nd 1-ndwi cloth

1) Phonétig_VowéL Chart of Ngie

(in this chart. “R" stands for "round™!}.

Front'. Central : ~ Back
High +R -R. %x .+R . -R#R
i - ) u ' u
Mid .e s : o
e” 5
L,o.w ' _ a




' 2) Phonetic Conscnant Chart of Ngie

Place of Articulation

Manner of ~Bilab Labio Uentai Pai Paiat Velar Glottal
Articuiation. . pental aveol Alv. '
lyld$ive vlis D . ot X >
v 5 4 j e
Fricat. Vlis i ’ )
vd 7 | - z
affric. vis | 3
va o j
. Nasal Vd  - m | " n n 'n
Prenas
stops vd : mb | _ nd ng
Triii vid o r
Ap#rox. vd W v

Most words in Ngie begin with vowels and these vowels are

alwavs prefixes. lhese prefixes are a-. i-. and u-. Nouns

that also begin with consonants

{e} prefix (Hombert 1976) .

1) Examples.

Prefixes words

Ngié . . Nzie : Eknglish

a- : A-sev ' ‘soap
a-be . monkew

are considered to have zero




a-zat ~ tree

_i— R i-kin nest
i¥f€§ . heart
P-s@v  calabash
o G-géy hummirig bird
'_ﬁ_fﬁv . . leaf
u-na"’ wine
) DEW dog -
bT. paim nut e
su fish

Ngile 1s a ianzuage Which;uses a ;oﬁ of tones. i1 uses
both level and contour tones. Wi%h the level tone. it uses
the high. the mid and the 1ow.toné while with the contour
ténes. it uses the falling and the rising tone.

Level tones *

Contour tones

=. falling tone

= rising tone




2} kExamples

tones words

Ngie . Ngie

revel =~ ' . su

k23

Contour B W&

English

fish

.clothes -

war

woman
kola

navel
méize
slave

an t

person

persons -

animals

- ear

anus

'Ngie is a tone language in which pitch

15 phonemic.

distinction



3) a) i-bét ‘war

" I-bet Texcrement’
b} i~ ni Tanimal’
- ni !anus’

Morphologicallv, Ngie is analytic. .agglutinating and

synthetic in the formation of its words. This means that

there are some words in Ngie formed with just one morpheme.

there are others formed with twa or mere morphemes and

‘there are still some morphemes in Ngie which stand for many

‘categories in the language.

4
Morphemes: ' - words
_Ngie '_ & . Ngle
Analvtic : . ‘oné ) ba
sQ
bi
Agélutihatiﬁg Twao '.E—kﬁﬁ'
| u-n¥-
‘a-s3n
three‘ mbuk é4kén

a-bdmang#

gnglish

persons

fish

. palm nut

‘beds

wing
teeth

dish

egos




Synthetic - one ma - {subject. first person

singular. neuter)

wé ' he/she (subject,
second person

singuiar. neuter.

Sentences. are written from left to right and the

- normal sentence structure -is subject (8). verb (V!. object {0}.

5 v 0
I eat beans.

i ate beans’

b} wi-num namas’
S \Y Q
he take orange.

"He took an orange’

This language is similar to Oshie and Ngamambo. This

1s evident in the naming of some lexical items,

following are some words that illustrate this

csimilarity:




61
words
Oshie Ngie Ngamambo~ kEngiish
a-bdn  I-ban ~ ban S breast
G-n3n  d-nén  fé-ndn  bird
kwi:. i -kwi kw1 - maize .
nkabe  G-kip  kép . monev
tabers tébere tébars ‘table
zé ' té- _ ta sew
na?a  nava n3?3  give
a-kan = a-kan | .'_kén . pan
newan u-newan _ f%ngwﬁn salt
kén_ u~-kdn o kan _ bed.

1.4 bialects

Ngiefiike most Ianguééeé has ité varieties known as
'diaiétts..tn'carfying out thisIWOrk. the researcher was
auicklxo notice ihat Ngie has'aboﬁt_nineteen dialeéts
resulting from siighf.variations_in,the.wav the-beoplé from'
the:variOus villaées speak. ln.énY case. It ‘is important to
nate that the diaiectszof Mengomfénd Azem;area are SIightIV

different from those of the rest of the villages of Ngie.

(See shaded areas on map 3}. This 1is because these {[Wo main




areas.ére.geographiEally cut.ﬁff_fromrthé rest Qf the
viiiages.of;Ngie. tor this reason. Mengom ahﬁ Azem areas are
closer o their neigzhbours, Menka and widikum'fespectiveiy;
Heﬁéé‘ they borrow some of.their words_from the languages of
thgse-neighbours which make mutﬁaI intellizibglity between |
tﬁem-andrthe'rést of the Ngie people to be difficulr.

tiere are some words borrowed from these neighbours

that are not common to the rest of the speakers of Ngie:

“words
Mengom Ngie Azem English
a-rTu a-Y@ a-wuk foot
oro Gi-né U-nép water
Ko i-ngs j-gup = fowl
bré 1-b1 b1 palm nut

i-bit i-bet - 1-Dit excrement
1.5. Classification of Ngie
Although Williams (1971: 278) lists Ngie among the

unclassified languages of Mamfe Bantu group of Bantoid.

Stallcup (1977) classifies Ngie as one of the Momo languages

of wWestern Grassfields.




in order to show the phylum, the family and the
‘branch to which this language belongs, Greenberg's
génealogical ¢lassification of African languages has been

adopted and used with that CfVStalicup 10 cléssify Ngie.

The Genealogical Classification of Ngie

AFRICAN LANGUAGES

, . Phyvium)
Nilo afro S . .
Congo Asiastic ‘Niger Kordofanian Kheisan
(Subphyliam)
Niger " Kordofanian
Congo
{Family)
West Mande Voltaic  Benue Kwa Adamawa
Atlantic Congo :
' (Sub family)
Cross Bendi . Bantoid Jukunoid
River . {Branch) )
Mambiloid Bantu
: .'2 {Sub branch)
Jarawan Tivod Ekoid Nyang Grass Bebale Mbam'equacorial
' ' : field
{Group]
Western Fastern
Grassfield Grassfield.

Ring-
(Kom) -
Widikum
Tadkon
{Moghamo

Ngamambo)

{Subgroup)

Menchum Lower
Mundani

Mcmo
(Language)

.Ngie Oshie
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“1.6. Amm of the-wofk;

This work has been written to include the villages
that Jean-Marie Hombert (1976) failed te include in his work
entitled "Noun classes and Tones in Ngie.” These villages

include Angai, Etoh, Bonatu, Bonambufei, Akuwu and Azem. Ugom

.(Mengomf,that he'memiioh$ asthe.éf_thé Viliages.of‘Néie
.a farge érea'consisting of ffve fiJiages. These villages
inc}udé Bassic, Nken, Essaw, Echia and Abichia; (See map'3).
This work is aimed at throwing more light on the
'gules that govern Ngie as well as 1ts structure,
[n addition, it is tc make it easler for iinguisté
to cpﬁpafe'reduplication in Ngie with reduplication in other
dlanguages of.the world,.
| .The.work'is also ;imed at crea;ing an'awareness in
the native'speakérs~§haf'their léngﬁage has been written
. i : ;
somewhere: hopefullyv. they w;ll be thus.encduraged to learn

how to read and write it whenever possible.
1.7. Literature Review.
‘Previous work on the Ngie Language includes “Noun

Classes and Tones in Ngie" {1976) by Jean-Marie Hombert.

TThe-Mo¢o'Languagés” (1977) by Stéllcup K. L,:“The

ciassification of Ngie” (1977) by Stallcup.




L.SIMethodoiogy.

Both the desériptivg method and the génerétive
! approach have been used'to pfesent this work.
The-deScriptive method has been used to -reseht bofh
the geographical aﬁd.the'hiszoriéal_baékgrdﬁﬁd'bf :h¢ Ngie -
?eopic and'also.Ngié‘és a language. | |
‘Geénerative appréach has beén‘used to explain
fedupiicaiion; how it'affeﬁts the Ngie language and thé
varioﬁs classes of’wordé that'are affected by reduplication.

In doing this, a set of data has been collected and analysed

caccording to the various word classes.

h T




hapter 2

2. The Open Class of Lexical ltems in Ngie and

Reduplication

kedupiicurion-is'a CQﬁcept that affects four.main
vél&sses of ‘words ;n'Ngié; it affects_ncuﬂs. verbs.-adyerbs
aﬂd $5ieCtives- n1L of which form the open class of lexical
iteﬁs 1n Ngie. | | |

 in order t6 UHderstanﬁ reduplication. 1t is.crucial
to DréSént'an-intféductory.dverviéw of tﬂésé clésses of_
words an&.aiso the térmfreduplicationJ.0n1v informat;on_
‘which'is.relevant to the topié wiil bé discussed.

2.1 Nouns.

b

A noun can be.defined as a ﬁofd thét 1s the name of
.é subject of discussion or fhe.objegt..Tﬁpical'nouns
isciude:. pérson{ animal. plant. place. thing, substénce.
quality. actidﬂ_Or-state'of beihg.‘-ﬂére are some nouns in

Ngie. The prefiXes are separated from the roots.

Y. a) Names of persons.




-

b) Names of places.

a=-isn
¢) Names of animais.

i-bagi T-goat’

ml

~be . "monkey’
1-njisk - ' sheep'

1=bew fdog

d). Names of plants.

i -kwi "maize'
a—-kan "beans’
a-z3? ‘vam'

- . R s
G-yap "paim tree’

‘e) Names of things.

a-nam ' iamp’
T-ka ‘nail’
i-jan faxe’

i) Substance
i-ndi? ' smoke’

~a-na “iron'

i-jan  "poverty'
iva?a ' happiness'

2} Quality. action or state of being.




U-négé 'love'

i-ka. ‘to be powerfull

in Ngie. there are both simpie and compound nouns. A
simple noun will refer to a singie word having one or more
meanings (see 1}. A compound noun is one consisting of two

or more-words.

2._&) ?néﬁtiné'/iwna u-tine /
House " church
"church’
b. abdmdngd / a-bomo ng+ /
egé 7fowl

H egg?

f'here are some nouns which are compound words in

Ngie but are simple words in kngiish.




3. a) Mbikakan /mbuk a-kan /
d'eep. pan
' dish’
bl ﬁnévé”/ana ' a;ye /o
rela;ive woman

‘sister’

there are also some nouns which are simple words in

Ngie but are compound words in knglish.

4.a) i-mban ‘walking stick’

I a t

b)) u-yap . palm tree’.

{rrespective of thése differencés; most compound
words in:Ngie are compound words in_bnglish and Nziéiuses
the same rules like Eﬁglish in their forﬁation as it
combines adjectives:aﬁd nouns.fo form compound words (seéiSé}
- or ;t combines tWo OT mOTe nouns té form these compound
“words. (See 2}.

Most nouﬁs in Ngie bégin with ?oﬁéls and the fifst
vowel is alwavs a prefix. This prefix Caﬁ_either be én a-.

i- or u and atl of them carry either a mid or a low tone.

{Hombert 1976+ 71




5.a) words with a- prefix

a-sey ' soap’
a-kan }beaﬁs‘
3-s3n "teeth’
A-t3w . " head’

b}.Words ﬁith' i-prefix
i-k&  ‘nail’
i -kwi ’mai;a’
iniim  back'
S 1-nd *bbdy'

¢} words with u-prefix

ﬁ~s% " pepper’
i-béy ' knife'
a-ndn bird'
afné:‘ toill
-

Nouns - that begin with"ponéoﬁants are considered to
be having zero o- prefix. (Hohbért 1976) . |
5. a) bEw _ ’d'o.g‘
b _‘palm.nﬁt§
su~ ' fish’
ni "animals’
In host cases, a Chahge in numbér ddes’not lead to a

change in. tone in nouns. Hence. the tone remains the same

for both plural apd singular..




7. a) I-k-5n 'bean’

a-kdn "beans’
b} G-vdp "paim tree’

i-vap ‘paim trees’
fn any case. there are some few cases of tonal
deletion due to the deletion of a prefix because of a change

in number.

3.a) i-b1l ‘paim nut
"palm nuts’
~b) 1-nf ‘Tanimal’

ni ‘Tanimats’
2.1.2 Classes of nouns.

‘There are two main classes of nouns in Ngie: "The

Morphological class and the Semantic class-




2.1.2.1. The Mdrphological class.

in Ngie. nouns that provoke an identicai pattern betﬁeen
tﬁemseivés-and other noun rélafed iféms'in a larger
;svntactiQZCOnstruétiOn_bélong to the same'mo;phologiéai
class. Nouns in this'language,are therefore di%ided intﬁ the
foligwing_morpholoéical classeé
{1.2}3.4;5,6.7,8.9.lO.lB.lQ,ﬁé). These classes have been
differéntiated using t&eipronoun "my' (Hombert fg?é:S).

This has been presented in a table form below.

t




Noun Classes in Ngie Adopted rFrom Jean-Marie Homberf.

Class Prefix ﬁxamﬁles _ Ty

1 i~ Ifté "friend’ -6ﬁ?ﬁ
- wa "person’ o

2 1- i-ba ' friends’ ~ombun
' ba "persons

3._' - i-kan ’bed; _ _'6ngﬁ

4 i- 1-k3n ‘beds’ . ini

5 - i-kén  ‘bean’ . . - ini

K a- a-kén  'beans’  in3

7 a- a-wus 'béne? ina

8 u- ﬁ~wﬁé_ 'bones’ ombi

9 i " i-béw  ‘dos’ = in3

' B- bew . 'dog® '

10 i- “ i-bew  "dogs’ o itin
@- bew "dogs.

13 i- i-ki  “floors’ 1tin

19 T~ S-béy 'knife'  offn

ta U= u-né "water dmbiun

2.1.2.2. ‘Thé,Semanpjc Noun.clasé.

Nouns can be divided into'tWO'ma@ﬁ semantic classes{
proper and common nouﬁs. | |

Propér nouns refer to Uames'of people and places
(see lé.b$ | |

Common nouns refer to things. These.things can

either be countable or uncountable.. concrete groups like

mass nouns., collective nouns. weather nouns. kinship nouns




and value nouns (Tamanji Pius Ngwa 1991}.

9, a). abstract nouns:

‘banma "hate’
H-négé P love!
i-yava 4 jav!

b} Mass nouns.

. U-ne - "water’
1-sékwa "sand’
L U-ngwan "salt’

c) Ccllective nouns..
ﬁvnébé . ?famiiy‘
d) Weatﬁer'nouns.
e ../ . . .,‘.
=14 Tcoldl
-5¥n5m ‘drv seasan’
e}l Kinship nouns ?Afriéan Gpnteﬁt)
rﬁ—mbék ‘fathers’. |
U-nave "sisters;
f) vaiue nouns.

a-fana i-ti

3

’five francs;

4-fana i-wuam "ten francs'

a-fana i*wﬁm i-ta 'thirty francs'
lt is important to no:e-hére that abstract nouns deal with
éonceptsg mass nouﬁs'refer ;5 nouns that exiét in a whole

such that they cannoct be separated into various component

parts: collective nouns refer to groups of persons or




things: weather nouns refer to condition of weather: Kinship
nouns refer to family relation in African contexts: and

value nouns refer to sums of money.

2.2. Verbs

A vefb is.a word'thét_tells.whéf é persoen or tﬂinH:dQeS or
:exéeriences. WebSter (1961: 25423 defines a %erb as:
"a word belonéing to.that part of speech that
characteristicaily is thé_gfammaticai center of
-oré&icaté and express an act._occurence. or mode -
of being fhat'in’various Ianguages is infiepted for
ézreement with persén and number of the subiect for
teﬁée. faor voiée. for mood or for éSpecf and that
‘tvpicallv has rather fuil descriptive meaningz and
characterisiné gualities but in someé cases devoid of
such meaning and dquality especiaiiy used as
an auxiiiafy.”
From the-aboﬁe definition therefore. the verb 1is fhe_
center of tﬁé predicate? ‘this is because a predicate cannot

exist without a verb. If a predicate has just one element.

1t must be the verb.




10, The child  siept

Subject ' Predicate.

tThis is alsc true of Ngie where a predicate can be

made up 0f the verb only.

11. mé 18k
| eat
.;1 ate'
subiect Predicate-

From the above example. it-can be éeen that_thg
predicate has only the verb. 1n.NQie liké in Enzlish. if
other elements afe'to be added_to.;he pré&icate. thev should
be obiects., complements and édverbials. Thié wiil_be
illustrated in the exhmplies ;hat.fbllow_usihg st for

subject.’ ¥’ for predicate., '0O' for object. 'C' for complement

<

and "A' for adverbial.

12. a) md isk namassi
t eat orange
(S} (v {Q)

"1 ate orange’

b} G-né  mbi bons3
wateT are good.
(S} . vy (¢




fwater 1s good'
c) mé comd | akin
1 sit here

1 sat here’

A single verb in Ngie. like in knglish. can make a
complete sentence. this is evidepnt in situations of

" command.

13. a) Com3!
sitt
b} tém!

B | _ Standf

In Ngie. the 1nfinitive verb alwavs starts with an

} S . 4 L S
i-prefi1x and this verb can either be monosvilabic or

disvilabic word.




14, al Mohosyllabic verbs.

i-num ‘to take'
i-z3n 'to fight!
1-i3k ‘to eét’
T-ﬁﬁ "to go'
T—pé.. ‘to tear’
i-Cca "to sénd’
i-kat ' to hang'
1-bak "to abpeaf
i-ku i

tto dief

b) pisviiabic vVerbs.

[¢]]
ol

I-Com

=]
I
o]
wl
4
ol

~
1
Rl
M
=
Ml

R

These verbs can be éroupéd into open and close
svliabies.-An'open‘SYiiabLe verb i1s one that_énds with a
vowel. A close syllable Verblis one fhat ends with a
éonSonant, in Negie. some moposyllabic verbs are open
svliabie and all disylfabic verbs are open svliable tsee

14 a.b. |
when a morphologiga&.procesS'takes piace in the verbd

with the deletion of the infinitive marker. the verb changes

from the infinitive to the imperative form. This deletion




ivads_to'the_insertion of some sounds at the end.of some
vorbs and then. to a change in tone in monosyilabic verbs.
“wance. a change in tone only takés place after the inéertioﬁr
o soﬁnds ﬁas taken placé. Thé'sounds inserted are [o7. [afi,
asi {al. Thev are.inseftéd at word final position after [pi.
13 . fﬁ} and fk?}.rhese'cénsonants-bepome voiced with the
TEertion of.the above mehtionedﬂv§welsl There are certain

_phcnologicai rq1e$ governing this change in sou3d i{see
Chinter 3. beiow-is a table to show the change 1n tone and

the change in sounds.

1> rabie

f2tinirive imperative © verbs in knglish.
1-miim . nam take!
L L P

1—§ara nara speak!
i->3n | Z3n L buy!
i~¢a - 54 o send!
i-o3 P& : . tear!
1-73n - z3n-D ' fight!
i-kKao’ | kab-a | | search!
I-bak b3e-3 appear !
1-KT ki die!
1-mata mata (ma a) finish!




2.2.1 Tenses of the verb

Verbs in Ngzie can be'conjugated into the present, the
past and the future tense. Tenses in this langzuage are.

marked byv:

1} . Pre-verhal morphemes

2) verb inflections
3) Tonés
4}’Advefbials ofrtime;

Adverbials of time plav a very'important role in 
specifving time especially with the fﬁture tense Whiph has
onlv one marker in Ngie. | |

“in i1llustrating the various tenses in Ngile. the

agelutinating method of word formation will be used.
_ S 4 N o
fSee 1: 4}. In the examples that follow. some words will be

“consisting of two or more morphemes. This method will be

used alongside with the analyvtic and svnthetic methods of
forming words. f(See l: 4}

in order to make a clear distinction between tenses:

therefore, the same verbs will be used in various sentences

'to show the tenses. The two verbs to be used in these

senfences.aré "ibin’ {to dance} and ‘inu’ (to gol.




2.2.1.1. The Present Tense.

6. FTimeless Present

_ii They alwayvs go home

U-mb¥ ka nu Gnu?
Thev-are .alwayvs go home .
17. Present Progessive

i1} They are going home .
ﬁ—mbf—nﬁé unu?

‘"They-are-go home.

2.2.1.2. The ruture Tense.

i18. He will dance this afternoon.

G-wi-bin a-ka jaza

' He-will-dancé this . evening.




2.2.1.3. The Past Tense.

.19, a) Kecént fast.
- I danced this morning.
R ‘mé-bin &-ké f313b
i-dance this morning.
b} Remote Past
N danced last week.

a-ka z%

—

ig

03¢

m3-bin

1~dance week that = past

Apart from the examples illustrated above. these verbs

also be used in. imperative and interrogative Senternces.

20. a) imperative sentences.
1) Stand and i@t us go!
tém mba naa !
Stand we 0o
ii)'Uahce_and sit here:
bin  za”?a ¢3m3 a-kin.
dance come sit  here
bt 1nterfogative sentences.
1y 1s Ako still dancing”

a-ko ma buga bin-3

Ako be still -dance

can



11) is he just arriving?

u-ma pin a-kd kirine

he be arrive this now.
3.2 Adiectives -

Adjectives are words thHat tell something abour a
.noun. In most cases adjectives modifv nouns. This is evident

in Ngie as illustrated below.

bl ms i1 dwi  banE b3n
I steal dress red the
’L haﬁe stolen the red dress’
2

Adjeciives in'Ngie start with consoﬁants and in most
cases. thev are either.mgnosvliabic or.disvilaﬁic words.
_Even thoueh these'adfectives startrwith éonscnants. thev.
Someti@es carry prefixes depending.dﬁ their-céntext. Iln mos:
cases;.thev.bear the.prefik of the nouns they modifv. Hence.
these adiectives can either hﬁve an i-. a-. or u- prefiv

dependine on the prefix of the noun. This can be

illustrated with ‘red’ which is 'ban’.




"Am | light in complexion?’

i-kidn a-ban-3

[~
Lo

pan . red

"Red pan'

i-k&n  I-ban-a
“bean red
"Ked bhean’

hed red

'Ked bed’

Again., when these.ddjecti§es are modifying noﬁns.
ﬁost of ;hem‘either carry an i- or a- suffix dependine on the
adjectives,’rhe suffixes are inserted after {t] and [ni.
‘fhis 1s evident in 'ban' (red) which Becomes.fbanéé‘ and fit
(black] which becomes ' fir-i.’

the insertion of these suffixés_also bring about
somé mhonoioéical changes in some words. This is e?ident in
.the fact that'some voiceless consonants Become voiced with
the insertion of these vowels. There.is "fit’ which becomes

L

"fir-i1.' This comes about as a result of the fact that Ngie.

like anv other languages. has phonological rules it

follows in. the formation of its words. Some of these rules




will be'discﬁssed in Chaptér'j;

Since adjectives use the prefixes Qf the nouns they
modifv. the same pfefix can be azsinzuiar and a plural
morpheme depending on the nouns the adiectives are
modifving.:hence.'iﬁ‘Ngie. adjectives agree in number with

~the nouns they modifv.

S
L
at]
=t
i

~
(O
e
s |
I
\,

Jold]
]
t
i

lamp. red

ii. a-ksn a-ban-a
beans .red {pi)
'red beans’

~¢. i. u-kdn G-ban-a

bed red

ii. &-bdn u-ban-a S L o

farms red (01}5

‘red farms’




Althouzh in most cases adiectives follow the nouns they

modify., there are still a few cases where adjectives also

precede nouns. .

.a. U-nun u-bama

old (pl) bags
‘old bags’
" - P — P el
D. a-Kam u-caBul.
large mouth
‘farge mouth’

C. &-DN3”3- Aa4-s5n

smeiling teeth

Unlike in English where there are many adjectives déscribina

coiour. in Ngie. there are onlv three: ted. white and

black. Hence. black in‘this language will include -green,

purpie and biue. Red will include pink and orange colours.

¥inaliv. anvthing veilow is considered white.

2.4. Adverbs

adjectives and other adverbs.

Adverbs are words that give more meaning L0 verbs.




"27. a. The sky is beautifully clear
- b. He moves smartly.

c. He .talks very slowly.

these adverbs like most words in Ngie start with prefixes.
‘these prefixes can either be i-. a-. or u-.
‘Here are some adverbs in Ngie and the wayv they

function.'in sentences:

u-mbi . a-nan a-gin

[t}
|
L |
‘|l

thev are high. 4in - air

"thev are high in the air
‘b, u-tuk "vear'

md bin - a-ke u-tuk

|  dance this wyear

"1 dance this_yeaff
¢c. 1-vat 'side'

72555 i-vat

come sidewavs’

! " adverbs are limited in Ngie compared to nouns. verbs and

adjectives. lrrespective of this. there are also adverbials .

of time in this language. Some of them include:

e




3-k380n ' todav'

a-sigé . ' tomorrow

i-ka = Tweek'

u-mdk "month’

a-tak fvear’

29.a. u-wi-idk ~a~kacun

he-will-eat today
‘he will eat today'

'”5, ﬁ-wffjék a-suge
he-will-eat tomqrrow'
'he will eat tomorrow'
cﬂ_ﬁawf4i§k a-ka zin mé-7zZa?a
he-will-sat week that befcbme'
“he will eat next week’
d.ﬁ—w;—zé’a | | I%nyiri u-msk
he-wili-come -end'. ménth.
" he wiii coﬁe ét the end of the month’
e. mé-zé?é u-tuak a-jT2 |
t-come vear Viast

H

! came last vear'

All adverbs in Ngie form part of the open class of lexical ' L
items in the language. This is because new items C@n be

added to them. One of the methods by which this can'be:done

is through reduplication.




2.5. Reduplication

_gedupiication is_a ﬁbrphopﬁonoibéiCal procgés
ﬁherebv_wor&S'are formed bf doubling part or anlenti:e wordf
it is a situation whére some stfings'of.words. a consonant,

'é vbwel. one or more syllaﬁles. a stem or a whole word may
be.répéatéd to provide some particular meaning to the word

" in process,

30.a. One syliable reduplication (Andrew Spencer 1991) -

Agta (Marantz 1982:439)

Vbafi ‘' body' barbari-k-in ."my whole body'

takk:i ' leg' - taktakki . Tlegs’t

ulu  ‘head' #ululu : - "heads’

Here. it is either the first Cv or CvC which is reduplicated,

and the reddplicating affix appears at the right of the base.

'C' will refer to the consonant while V refers to the vowel.




b. Root reduplication

Ngie:
a-n#+ "ant' a-n#n+ Yant!
a-i1 i1yt - a-if it iyt
1-n% Pants' U-nin . "ants’
I-kwén "millipede’ i-kwénkwén "millipede’

Here. the base is made up of two morphemes. a prefix and a
~toot. It is the root that is reduplicated. Hence. it is a
situation of partial redupliication. The reduplicant appears

at the'right of the base.

c. A whole word reduplication:

Ngie
#
i~-yap “palm trees' I-vabi-vap 'full of palm trees’
i-né& ‘'water’ d-né-u-né "full of water’
a~-taw ' head’ . a-towW -t2wW "has a big head’

-

1-b3k "holes’ ~bsei-bsk ' full of holes'

with this one, it is the whole word that is reduplicated and

the movement is to the right of the base.




‘The redublitated words may_havé'éﬂ.idiosyﬁcrati&f.'
meaﬁinzras found in'(3ﬁc}_above. This means that the melodic
maﬁerial mav havé-meaning that is-differéﬁt_ffom.the méaninz
of the bésé; This'applies'io.eiampie {30c) be;ause'the nouns
réduniicated become adiec;ives'héﬁing meaning§=fhat are

different from those of nouns.

Hence. feduplicatidn is bdth paftiai (see BOa.E) and.
“complete {see 30c). 1t can take place to the right of'the
base as a suffix. to the left as a prefix and inside_thé“__
base as an infix {Andrew Spencer 1991:?56}; These
: characteri$ti¢s vary from iaﬁEUagg to-lénzuége; Below are
some examples fo illustrate,tﬁe above mentibngd

characteristics of reduplication taken from Spencer’s work.

31, a..RedupiicationQinside the word (Spencer 1991}

Classical Greek {Zukova 1980:42-3)

alofa a-lo-iofa __“iove“
malin ma—li—liu:' o ’die.T
nofo no-nofo o *Strike{:
moé . mo-moe o ésieep?




rrom the examples above, it is "lo", "1i"."no" and "mo" that
have been redﬁplicated. These Teduplicated segments are
found inside the word. That is why the morphemes formed by -

this process are called infixes.

b. Reduplication to the right.

valan Korvak {Zukova 1980:42-3)

wiru Wiru-wir "seal’
iine jine—jin . ‘mist’
matg matg—-mst Pfat

for redupiication to the right. the reduplicated string mbves

to the right of the base as shown above.

‘the tones of the redupiicate mav be similar or different
from those of the ba%e.
Neile

" a) Cases with similar tones

1-vap ‘paim frees‘ I-vab i~-vap ‘full ofrpakm trees'
s "fish* sasda _ ‘fﬁll of fish’

d-né ‘water 7 a-né w-né - ' full.of watéf

awi V“clbthes7 - dwi dwi - gfull'_Of-cIotheé’




o2 T

b)) Cases with different tones.

i-s1 "to-keep' - 1-83.w-si-y . "to keep fast'
i-k3n 'to plant’  I-k3n.i-kdn-7 'to plant fast’
i-z5n 7 to buy' i-z3n.1-z3n-1 ‘'to buy fast.

“

In most cases, reduplication leads to resvilabification of

words. Resyllabification will be a situation where two or

more words are pronounced- as one and the end of one serves

as the beginning of the other. Below are some examples from

Ngie.
33, 1-i3gi-jdg~1 =--=> i-ja:gi-ija:g-i 'to eat fast'
a-s3n-a-s3n =---> A-s3n:na-:s5n  full of teeth’
 a-zéra-zet -==> a-z€:7a:Z€1 " too much’
S ‘ s S o ' _
trom the examples above. the colon {:} shows the various

svliiables that each word contains. Hence. the end of one word

serves as the beginning of the other.




CHAPTER 3
3. Reduplication As An Aspect of Ngie

'As earlier mentioned. rgdﬁn!ication'is a
mdrphoéhonological process wheré‘wbrds are formed b#
'ddubiinz ﬁart'or_an entire word. This tvpe of affixatioﬁ
somefimes ieads to a change in meaning of the words.
Redqviicatioﬁ is therefore a morphological. a bhonological
and a semantic procéss. .

| ‘this reduplication acfivity.varies from language to
- language. ln'so@e languages . it_dccurs in verbs, in some if 
-occﬁré in adjectives_and/or adverps. ﬁhiie in some., it
.dccuré ln nqdns.

in Ngie. reduplication takes place 1in nouﬁs. terbs.
adjectives and adverﬁs. Reaupiication in this'ianguage.is
both Dartiai and ﬁomplete_éndntﬁe_movement is to the right

of the base,. férming suffixes.

1} ﬁﬁm | L2 n&mi—nﬁmff:_-?take quickly’
kﬁi- B kwi kw1 . " full of maize’
z3n ---> z3nI-zdn~7  ‘buV fast!
a~-fir-j —em> B-firq éffff'fthe-black one’
a-n+ ,,_;> A-nrn+ "ant‘ |
a-ii —--> a-jiii Ly
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3.1_Partiai Réduplication.in'ugie

‘Partial Reduplication deals with thé’repetition of

pari of the word either to the right or the ieft of the

‘base.

Aithough partial reduplication exists in 'Ngie., it is

used in a limited number of_wordsf'it‘is an-aspect that

occurs only in nouns and it is used in the naming of certain
animals. Both the singular and the plural nouns are

reduplicated. Some of the words reduplicated by this means

inciudé:'
A B
a-n+ ant a-n¥n+ “ant
u-n# fants’ a-nin+ ants’
a-ii fiv O a-iigi L
.E;kwén"milleﬁédefs}’_ E-kwénkwén Tmillepéde{s?
7-d5" toad(s) =d&’' 45’ toad(s). -

It is the root that is reduplicated and the

reduplicant appears at the right of the baseu the meanings
of words remain unchanged after reduplication. This is
. because. the words that were first'created in the language

‘were the reduplicated words. Then,'as time went on. with the

evolution of the language. speakers of Ngie began to reduce’

‘the reduplicated sesment as shown in 'A' above. In any case,

the meaning of the words remain unchanged. Hence. instead of
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saving "a-nana ', some of the speakers will say

I - A |

a-ng ',
Since_the_un—feduplicated'fqrmS'were unpobular-émongst fhéSe_
sheakersQ thev were dsed'only.whén the things referred to
were present during ;heirrconversation.'in_dny case. ag time_
Wéﬁt on, all speakers ﬁgcame usé& to these'two forms anq

thev can now be used at any time.
3.2. Complete Reduplication in Ngie.

Compiete reduplication is very common in Ngie. This

complete reduplication occurs when a whole word is repeated

to give some particular meaning to the word in process. in

Ngie 1t oécurs in the open class of lexical items. It is

both a morphophonological process as well as a semantic

process.

2
3.2.1. Complete Reduplication As A Morphological process in

Ngie.

Morphology deals with the formation of words. 1t

. deals with how morphemes combine to fTorm words.

in Ngie, reduplication is an affixation process
wherebv a word is formed thfough a repetition of the whole
word. ‘the base is repeated and the movement is to the right,

forming suifixes. Hence, new words are formed through the

use of two or more morphemes. The suffixes formed through




this means bring about a change in meaning and- word class in

nouns

3) iévén_ “palm trees’ I-yab E-Yép. ‘fuf]-of palm trees'
‘a-kdn . 'beans' a-kon a-kdn  "full of beans®
u-tdw ' heads’ G~t3w taw “full of heads'
i-tdw 'heads' - a-tadw tdw . ‘has a biz head’

From these examples. nouns change into adjectives.
- performing the fuﬁction.of-adﬁeétives'in.sgntences (§ee
BRI
'"1n.v¢rbs,_édjectives aad-adverbs.'reduplicqtibn-'

teads to a change in mood.

'4}.kén "plant’ ‘k5ﬁ14k5hff ~ ‘plant fast’
kéb—éi fseach’f k?b;é'i—kéb—é_ "search quicklv’
nom ‘hét’ n3mi-nom-i - Evéry hot®
a-nin ' high' E«na‘-rjé—-n_if; o hi'gner'

a-iim ' back’ _ Eujim.§~jimr."’backwards'

f3.2;2..C0mplete Reduplication as a Phonological'Prbcess.

Phonologicaily. reduplication is handled by ‘a set of
ruies_which have the effect of copying the base to the

right. forming Suffixes.‘There i1s therefore no arbitrary

- grouping of words in Ngie. since these words are




reduplicatédm respecting the phonological'rulés of the

language. That is why during the reduplication pProcess, many

‘phonological activities take place and these include:

a) Respect of the svllabic structure of the language. This
is seen in the fact that word structures which do not exist
in the language are not imposed during the redupiication

PTOCESS .-

For instance. thefe-are no'VOWEIVcIustgrs either in the -
beginning or the end of the word and this is'reSpecte&
dpring feduplicatioﬁ. This 1is evideﬁp in_verbs where - [1i1 is
preiinked at the word final positibn of the reduplicant. but
when.this {{} ¢omes after a vowel. it chanzés in to a [vi.-

This is to avoid a distortion in the language since rthere

‘are no vowel clusters at the end of the word.

.i.

51 siT-si-i ';--> §Ey“si~y | fkéep quickly’
K3ni-kdni ---»> k5nf—k5nff "plant fast’
13e1-jag-i ---> jéﬁi—jész'-.'eét fast‘.
_Eé?-ééf : ---> Cay-Ga-y .:send-quiCkiyf_

It is important to note here that il does not.

~change at word medial position. This makes the

resyllabification of words to be possible: this is a very

common phenomenon during reduplication.

11} Azain, the sound syStem of the language 1s respected.
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For instance, some voiceless sounds become voiced after

reduplication. These sounds include T£l.ip] and Tk1.

6) —isk ---> isgi-jsg-i  'eat fast’
i—#éb .ff*> i-yab i-vap " full of palm trees.’
i-bak ---> I—bégi—bék "full of holes’
A-ZEL ~——> A-zE¢ a-zZEt 'ftooxmuch‘

i11) Reduplication does not oniy end with the melodic

material. 1t extends to the activities of the tones and this

can onlv be analvsed phonologically. rFor instance. 1in nouns
and adverbs, tones are copied alongside the melodic
- material, but in verbs and adjectives while some tones are

copied. some are not. this is illustrated in the data that

follows.
2

3.2.3. Complete Reduplication as a Semantic Process In Ngie

semantics deals ‘with meaning. lts importance. as far

as reduplication in Ngie is concerned varies, according to

_the various word classes. In nouns, the suffixes formed

bring about a change in meaning {see 3}). In verbs. adverbs
and adjectives. these suffixes add more meaning to the word N
in process. {See 4).

Generaily;'combIEte-redupiication in Ngie 1s used

for emphasis, comparison and exaggeration. The importance




of each §f.these'asbects varies éccording”to.the vérious'
_word“classeé.-

.ﬁence; reduplication is a phonological, morphdlbg%cal.
cand a éemantic prééess-with the importance of eachiof fhése
progeséeé.varVing according to tﬁg various word clésses;.

For the’treatmént of this fédﬂplicatiop_iﬁ Ngie;’
data have been collected. Thesé'data have Eeén divided and
tréated"éccdrding to the various-wad clasées‘ This
division  -is based on.fhe numbe; of wordé'in each ciass

and the syllabic nature of each of the classes.

'3;3;'Redﬁnlication in-Nounsr
"Redunlicatiqn is a very common phenomenon at this

levpf; te ocquré in_bofh nouns and noun DhraSes;

in most basés.,it.isrthe piural noun that is
reduﬁlicated. aithéugh'there are a few‘cases where both the
singular and the plural'fofms.bf the'noﬁﬁ are.fedupIiCa;éd,
deﬁeﬁding on the'contEXt;- | |

Redupiicatibn in nouns‘movesrto the right bf'thé_
base_forming-suffikes. ‘The formation of these suffixes bring
about a Chahge'both-in meénjng and iﬁ word class.

At tﬁis_levei,_tohes-afé cbﬁiéd'with.phg meiodic
mé;e;ialf'Reduplication.in'nouns dometimes leadé to_the
resyiiabification Qf words.

Reduplication in nouns is therefore a semantic, a



phonological and a morphoiogical pr0céss and it will bé'r

anaiysed from these perspectives.
3.3.1. Data Of.Complete_RedupIication'in‘Nouhs;

in order to ease an understanding of this wotk, a

set of :data has been Coliécted.'This_data will be divided

first into nouns and ncun phrases.and then. into svliablesf

Hence. the first three data are data of simple words, while
the last is that of noun phrases. vPrefixes and suffixes are

not considered during the syllabic division.

' 3.3.5.i. pata of Monosyllabic Nouns.

words Reduplication Meaning

Nzié English N;je T .ﬁnéiish-

ba people. biba ' " full of people.

su  fish sust | full of fish.

b1 palm nuts bibi  fuli palm nuts.

bEW-  dogs bEw bEw | fﬁli_of dogs.

ndn . hair . néh n3n full of hair. |
de- '.ciofhes o dwi dwf_ .__full of éiothes. :
kwi maize “kwi kwio - full Qf maize,
_bﬁgi goats :5ﬁ#i_bﬁgi | full of gqatS[

bet wa: § © bét bér wariike.-Warfare;'




ni animals ni nf. " full of animals.

jew bees ’.jéwijéw_._"-fuil of bees.

1ffép palm trees i-vap i-vap full of palm.fiees.
.a-kdn _'beans E—kéﬁ.éfkén' full of beans.

1*ﬁén firewood | E—&én i-wén full of fire;wood.
é—b&. . kola nﬁt .a—bE  S—bi full"of koié'nut,

i -ndn - birds i-ndn i-ndn full of.birds.

i-né water - @-né - u-né  full of water.

G-ndm  lamps U-nédm G~nam full of lamps.

i-bsk  holes T-bsg 1-bsk full of holes. ”
G-s8  pepper s i-s9 full of pepper.

i-pdt oil G-ndt U-ndt full of oil.

G-kén crabs ﬁ—kén_ﬁ-kén full of crabéq

u—kép* money G-k&b T-kédp full of monev.

G-zit vams . | O-z#*' g-zi™ 'fﬁil of vams

3-n3m meﬁ é;hSmé?nSm' full of. men

I?bﬁm stomach E~bﬁﬁi—ﬁﬁm : has-a:big stomach
a—Eéw " mouth | u-Caw-Caw -hés a.la:gé mouth
i-t3n | navéll | E—tSnI;tSn ' has-# big_ﬁavel

a-kon tail ; ﬁ«kﬁnﬁ—ksg has-é:IOng or big tail
a-bdn  breast . A-~bdnd-bsn has b;g_bfeasrs .
E-ndm blood" 'Ewnéma—ﬁém",fﬁli éf biood. bloody
a-s3n téeth ' i-s3n3-s3n has many teeth l :
A-taw head'.‘ : é—iéwa*téw - has a.big ﬁead
ﬁftaui- heads ﬁ—téﬁbféw"  fu11 of heads

E—kSﬁ ':taiis ' 'E;kanI—kSn  full of tails
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3.3.1.2 pata of words with two or more syllables

Words Reduplication Meaning
Ngie En#lish Ngie : English
u-kweba 'lizafds u-kweba u-kweéba fuli bfriizards
i-sébdm - alligator- i-séb3mi-sébdm full of

peﬁper aiiigatbf pepper
u-nwéré  potatoes G-nwérd w-nwéeré full of potatoes
a-nwana booké il-nwand w-nwana fﬁli of books
a-fars -sacks ﬁ—fﬁfi w-fari full.of.sacks
a-tani ‘irons u-tani W%ténf full of iron
a-bami bags a-bami w-bami full of bags
a-bana ..h.at_r'ed a-bana .u.r-_l..)élné. full of hatred
i-ya’'a. iov 2 E—xé 'él.'y—vé"a full of.jpy
u-kasira cassava 'ﬁékésifé w-kasira full of cassava
u-namasi ‘oranges u-namasi w?némési_full of oranges
3.3.1.3 D;ité 6f noun pi’l.lra'_.sé's
sa i-zu fresh fish sa V—zﬁsﬁ v—zl '_fu;l of
fresh fish .

dwi T—béné _fed cfdthes _dwf;y?bénédwi'y*béna full of

red clothes




=

~white vyams
black birds
"big trees

'ﬁ—kén

a=zu " fresh beans

Data Ahaiysis.

full of
white yams
i-ndh I-fir-i full of
| black birds
full of.
big’trees
fuli of

fresh beans

After glancing at the data, the most obvious

.question will be whether the movement of reduplication is to

the left or to the right of the base. Manv factors wiLil

account. for this.

first, the fact that this redupiication is a

complete reduplication and there is no diiference between

the structures of the two words makes it difficuit for the

direction of mcvement of fhe:redupiicant to be determined.

Again, the melodic material has. been copied

alpnzside ‘the tones so that there is just no way one

"can determine the direction of movement from the tones.

Moreover, there are no preassociated morphemes at

any section of the reduplicant, neither are there any sounds

determine the direction of movement.

" motivated by the syllabic template of the reduplicant to




T

T . .

in aﬁy cése;"fhis is a difficult_queétioh to ‘answer.
To say that the movement is to the right_of:the base because
the rest_df_the reduplicated words in Ngie move to the right
of the base will not be convinéing to many linguists because
'_;he redﬁplipaticn dctivity varies with word é!ass And.in
some césés,'it efen varies with the.words, o
.Agéin, some pegple wililargue that . siﬁée in the rest
- of the'Work{ suffixes do not bring abéut a change in meaning.
it is moSt‘liEe]y that the movement i$>fhe feft 6f the base
forming prefixes which brinéra_chaﬁge'in meaning in thesé
nouns. | |
well, the answer to this_qﬁéstion ié clear; 1n Ngiég-
there are nb WO:ds consistiné-of more than oné prefix.
Aéain.rnOuns that start with-cbnsonanté are assumed to have a
zéprefix. Since aii nouns in this ianguége have prefixes.
and thereﬂare no casés.of wbrdé having two of ﬁbre.prefixes.
itriélobvious_thai the movémént of the reduplication 18 té thg'
i}ight of the base,forminé sﬁffikes} This then can-bé suppérted.
by the fact tﬁat the restiof the fedupligaﬁed words in this.
léﬁéﬁaze shift to the right of the base. .
_in ﬁcst caseé. it.ié the plural form of the nbun
that is reduplicated; fhough thergtare.é few cases where
both the singuiar add'the-plufalfcan'be redﬁpiicated
debeﬁdinﬁ_on context. This concerns most1f tHe names of the
vﬁrious.parts of animals.{See.3.3.L.25. Tﬁis_redupliCation

of singular nouns takes place in simple words. La noun




ﬁhraSes, it is the pfural_fo:mé of the'words that are _
redupiicﬁted! (See 3.3.?;4).

| Semantically, compléte reduplicationlfh.nouns leads
to a change in word'class. wﬁeﬁ'a'nouﬁ is réduplitated, it
ioses its gualities as a nouﬁ and assumes those of’aﬁ_
adjectivé1 Tﬁis.is tfue in fhat these nbuﬁs can neither bé

the subject nor the object of a sentence.

men - the are.- héfe

.*The men are here'
ii) *3-n3m 3-n3m 3-y5 mbd a-kén
men mEﬁ - the are here

*' ppll of men are here’

b. 1) i-ndt mbd. a-ban-a

2
-

oil are red
toil is red'
ii) *i-pét  U-ndt mbd a-ban-a :
uoil o oil are = red
¥'Eﬁ11'of oil is red’
c. i) ms-jék i-s
.i eat pepper
'l.ate.pepperf
i) *mé-isk G-sk G-sa

I eat pepper pepper

%' | ate full of pepper’




Hence., instead of functioning as nouns, these nouns function

as adjectives.

4

O

.a. 3-sin a-¥3 ba bdi b3
place the only beoplé'béoﬁie'
‘the place is-fuli_of:peoplei

b. 3-ba  A-téw téw  abY wi  und
onty - head - heaﬁ . with = person this

'this persen has a big head’

therefore, the "ba ba' and a-téw téw are used to

" describe the 'place' and the 'person' respectively.

Again. just as there are no words that are

meaninzful outside context in most languages, so too-are the

"reduplicated words in Ngie. For example, a-ba abe may mean

“to be full of koia nuts' (in a place where only kola nuts

have been planted or kept). (t may also mean 'to be dominated

bv kKola nuts' (in a situation where these kola nuts have been

planted or kept with other thihgs).'This aspect exists in-

noun phrases as well. For instance.' 3-k3n a-za a-kdn a-zu'

will mean 'to be dominated by fresh beans' or 'to be full of

fresh beans’ depending on the context..

Reduplication in nouns is used for comparison, _ .
emphasis and exaggeration. This is evident in the use of d-b3

{only) ih_dll'the contexts in which the reduplicated words

appear. This "only" means solely or alone.




9.a. a~ba u-né  a-na’’
only water in house
' there is only water in the house’
in Ngie, when "only" comes_immédiately'before”reduplipation
in a sentence, it does not necessarily stand for "solely" or -
"alone."
" 10. b. a-ba a-tdw a-tdw abu wa unu
only ‘head  head with person this

' this person has only a head'

The above sentence in Ngie‘meéns that the head is
' wha£ makes.the person. but, we know that there is no person
Qho'is méde up of dnl; a head. Therefore,‘énly‘is ﬁsed'to
emphasize the size of.the head in comparison Wifh the othef
parts of the body. To a-native‘speaker of Nzie, thé rest of
'the bodv is insignificant when'éompared with the head of fhét
persoﬁ. Réduplicationr_therefére, does nét'only gxaggeréte;
Eﬁ; it is also used as an abusé especially when_comparing
parté_df the bodyh |
ln;anﬁ case. it is not in all cases Whéfe
reduplication - is usedfthat'there is the éspéct of

exaggeration and abuse.
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11. 3-b&  I-vab I-vap E-sin a-v3
only . palm palm place the

trees {rees

"the place is full of palm trees'

This sentence may mean that the whole place’ié fuil
of pélm trees in a place where only palm treés have:been
kept or planted. | | B
.'Phonologicaily, there are some-alternations.bétwgen

voiced and voicélesé.sounds. ¥or example., [bj alternétes
CT e wifh:Tkaahd {kil alternates with [z]. The liguid {r}1 also
alterﬁates'with [t]. The nouns with these alﬁernations

are verv few.

12. -bdk "holes' i-bsg I-bsk 'full of holes'
.-E*Yéb ?pélm.treeéa ?—Téb i-vap 'full of palm trees’
i-kap r-money"_ . G-kab G-kap 'full of money’
G-ndt 'oil" | G-ndr G-ndt ' full of oil

- “I'here are two possible rules to account for the

alternation between {bl and {ﬁ](

(1) p ~=>b /Yy —= v

.This_rule]states that’/pf becomes [b] intervocalically.




(2) b -=> p / —=¢#
This rule says that /b/ becomes [p] at word final position.
1n_fact,:thése two rules are not all correct. The

following are some words in Ngie which have [pl at

intervocalic position:

13. I-p® ‘to tear'
i-pa’"  ‘'cloud'
-1—_95'71 .!bati

Therefore, the first tule does not. apply in all situations
- in Ngie. The second rule is therefore correct becauSe_{b]
does not appear at word final position in any word in Ngie,

It always appears at %ord'initial and medial positions.

14, 3-b3n ' farm'
1-b1 'éalm nut’
a-be "kola nuts’
ba - ’pedplg'
bEW ' dog'

ttence. the first rule got from the data is:

b —-> P/ ——#
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The rule in distinctive features will be:

-son .

-cont :

+ant == [=vd) / - #
-cor : '
+vd

Again. there are two possible rules for the alternation

between fg] and {ki;

(1) k ~——> 2 / vV —— V¥

the rule states that /k/ becomes [g] at intervocalic

position

{2}y g -=> k ( -

2
™

the rule states that /eg/ becomes [k] at word final position.

Again. there is a problem with the first rule. This is
because there are many words in Ngie having [kl at word

intervocalic position. Some of these words include:

5. ti~k3n ~ "message'
I-k3n "peds’

i -kwi Y maize'

i-kén  'nest’
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-The second rule is therefore correct because there is no

word in Ngie hav1ng fei at word f:nal 9051t10n. lnstead, it

1s fk% that always occurs at word final position.

16. i-z3k "cloth (to carry a baby)’

i-nisk ' sheep'.

i-i3k food’

Therefore, the rule is:

g ~--> k / -

The rule in distinctive features reads:

-son

-cont , :
-+hi = [=vdl [ -— #
+bk .
+vd

As is the situation with the other alternations. there are
also two possiblie rules for the alternation between [t] and

frit:

(1) t =—=> 1 / V -= vV

This rule says that /t/ becomes fr] at word intervocalic

position.




(2) 1 ~=> t / -—#

‘This rule says that /r/ becomes {t] at word final position.

the first rule cannot be correct because_ft}.appears in many

contexts at intervocali¢ position.

17. T-ta ' friend'

a-t3n "ear’

a—taw "head'

a-tan 'gfasshopper'

i-ta. 'wine'
Therefore, the first rule'is wrong. The seéond rule 1s°
correct because,_evéﬂ thﬁugh we find fril ét_intefvocalic
.Désition,'thefe-is no:situation where one can find this [r]

at word final position in Ngie.

‘Hence. the rule is:

T ==> t/ —--#%




im distinctive features, this rule will be:

+son
é' - -nas - . _
-lat -vd
+cor —_——> ~cont / -— #
+cont . =son
+vd

This Tr] that alternates with [t] is underivingly /d/. The
reaéon is that fdl and ir) are in cémﬁlemgntarv distribﬁtion
whén we compare the_énvirénment in wﬁich the tWo soﬁﬁdS'
appeaf. Although they both appear at word medial posipion,
the enviroﬁment in which tﬁey appear.are different. Thié.is

~shown. in the data below.

- 18. a;,fé-df" " smoke’ | b;'é-fff*f ' the black one’
a-da "cutlass’ | E—zéré—Zét-‘ "“too much'
‘a-dé’t .’throdt“_ mara: ' Vfinish'
1 , :
| kara ' hang'

i-nadr u-nat ‘"full of oil, oily’

 rrom the ddta above, two rules can be established:
(1) d ==> 1 / CV ~—

 The rule says that /d4/ becomes [t} when it follows .a

consonant and a vowel sequence.

(2}t a=> @ /v




~The rule says that /r/ becomes [d] when it_foilows_a vowel.

In anv case, it is the first rule that is correct. This is

‘because ir] and Jt1 do not form a natural class of sounds.

ﬂepce._rr] underlyiﬁgiy is /d/ with the_rulé:

d -~> 1 / CV =~

The_rule'in distinctive features will read:

~-s0n
-nas
~lat
+cor —=> +cont / C V ~==-
- ~cont . +son- '
- +vd E

Since it is Tdi that changes into iri, the_folloﬁinﬁ words

having ir} wili bemrepresented underlyingly as foilows:

a
A

ot

=

@l
|

by

fas
1

Ja-fid-1/ . "the black one'

fa-zéd a-zét/ ''too much’

a-zéra-zet
mara: - - /mada/ 'finish'
kara: ) ~ /k3ada/ "hang'
U-ndri-pdt: /Ui-ndd U-ndt/ 'full of oil, oily'
‘Hence. the alternation between [r] and [t] can be considered o

- as the‘ﬁdlfand ft] alternation. Hence, the rule that will

account for this alternation will be:

d -=> ¢ /o--#




_ This rule.in distinctive features will be:.

-cont

-son

-nas , :
-cor ~=> [-vdl/ --- #
+vd C o
-lat

"Hence. the alternation between [t]1 and {dl., [k} and [g]. and
finallv [p] and [b] can be mergzed into one rule ca1léd the
Pevoicing rule. ‘this rule stated in distinetive features

will be:

~3son o g
-cont ——> [=-vd}l / --#
+vd: '

Reduplication in Ngie also leads to gliding. This is evident in that
‘some vowels become consonants as a result of this type of word ‘
formation.there is {u] which becomés [ wl in the following words:

e

-kwébal ~kwéba -> d-kwébawkwéba . * fuil of lizards" -
~pwerel-nweéré -> G-nwéréwnwere " full of potatoes”
-NWAn & i-nwana ->0-pwanawnwana " full of books "

,A.rﬁl?'to account for this phonological change can therefore be:
U -> W/ ov- | |

This rule states that ful becomes [w] when it follows a vowel.

in any case, this gliding does not end with reduplication.

There are still many words in Ngie which still have this

aspect of gliding.

‘Some of these words include:

a-tau -> a-to.w " head"
q-¢su  ~> ld-cow " mouth"
u-kaéba -> a-kweba " lizards™
u-piéré -> u-nwere " potatoes"




‘fherefore, the rule stated above is incomplete. 1f we take the
words noted above into consideration, we will discover that
gliding does not only occur when [u] follows another vowel.
Hence, another rule has been developed. which is as follows:

u ->  w. / Vo Co -- Vo

This rule states that | ul becomes [ wi . when it is preceded

by a vowel or when it appears intervocallically . or when it
appears beiween a vowel and a consonant. This rule in distinctive
features wiil be: ' -

+s0n
-cons: - f -svil 1]

+back =~=> [ +cons' T / Vo Co -— Vo. o

+high - _ : .

+rd ' N
+vd

trom the rule therefore, we discover that gliding takes piace
when [ . ul]. is. either preceded or follow by a vowel. -
Hence. we can simplify tne ruje to be as follows:
u->w/ v- : :

_ ey _ _ _
This rule states that | ul becomes [ wi when it is either
preceded a followed bv a vowel. The rule 1n distinctive
features will be: ' '

. +80n
-cons =-> _ +syil -/ V-
+back - +cons P 4
 +high -
‘4+rd
+vd

Apart from the gliding stated above, there is also gliding

where 1i} becomes [ v], as is evident in the words below.
a-vava i-vara -> i-varyrava ~"full of joy"
sui-zu -> silyzu ' ' '

“More of these examnles will be seen“in-verbs.

A rule that can be established from these examples w111 Tead

-as follows,
1 ->v / v-

This rule states that T il becomes [yl when it is preceded
by a vowel.in any case. this rule is incomplete because like
f ul 7 i1 also glides in other environments as shown below.

L

[

ingigi ->ingyey. pig




|

womail

aie ‘>évé "
‘Hence. the rule. stated above is 1ncomp1ete. A complete rule
will then be as follows. '

i -> v / Vo Co ~- Vo.

This rule states that [i] become Tyl when it appears either
iﬁtervoCaliy , or when it appears after a vowel or when it
‘appears bhetween a vowel and a consonant. -

t.ike the [uj gliding rule., this rule can be 31m911f1ed as follows:

1 . => v/ v-
-V

this rule states that.[ ul becomes [ wi when it is either
preceded or followed by a vowel.

The rule in distinctive features 1is:

+son _
~~CcOons =-> +cons V-
-back -syvli -V
~mid '

+high

-rd

+vd




These suffixes bring about a change in mood. Hence. like in

" CHAPTER 4
4. Reduvlication in verbs, Adjectives and Adverbs

it .is compiete reduplication that takes place at
the above-mentioned levels, Like in nouns the reduplicating

affix appears at the right of thé base forming suffixes.

nouns. reduplication at.these ievels is a morphological. a
phonological and a semantic process.
‘in order to illustrate this. sets of data have been

collected and. analysed according to the various word

classes. beginning with verbs.

4.1.1 Reduplication in Monosvilabic verbs

i

i1t is the imperative verb that is the base during

~.reduplication. ‘'his is because when the infinitive marker 1is
deleted in verbs, these verbs undergo certain changes to
‘take the imperative form. (See 2.2). Therefore these forms

'anpear as the base during reduplication.

These imperative verbs consist of monosyllabic and
disvlitabic words and they will be analysed from this

perspective. Hence, the data on verbs has been divided into

‘two parts: monosyllabic and disyllabic verbs. pPrefixes and

suffixes are not considered during the syllabic division.




words . Reduplication Meaning

ﬁgie' EhziiSh Ngie o Eneglish
bé . put to birth bé v-bé-y put to birth fast
ki die . Kiy-ki-vy die fast h
p% tear : PEV-pE-y teaf fast
'bin ' 'dance. - " bini-bin-i dance fast
) _tan . count tANT ~tAn-7. coﬁnt fast-
ST  -keeb S sfy—sf;v. o keep.fast
k5n plant k3ni-kdn-7 plant fést
nam take nami-niam-1 take Quicklv
‘zdn. bu& :. . zénT-zénf - _buv_faat.
83 éﬁbk 83V -s3-v sﬁck fast
zin see L zini-zin-1 " see guickly
19k ~eat 3 idgi-jsg-1 eat fast
sap : sha;@en _ sabi-sab-1 - ‘sﬁarpen:quicklv
tém -stand | o témi—tém—f _ Stand_fast '
tat lie | © tari-tar-i lie quickly
zSn—S fight | z3n-3v-z3n-3 fight quickly
'kér%é _hang_' kar-av-kar-a hang quickfy
n5r~5 : run. '_  ' n3r-3y-n37t-3 ‘hasten
fEr—E | mix : fer-ev-fer-€ ‘mix quickly .
' b3g-3  abpéaf ' -b3g-3v-b3g-3 appear quicki#
kﬁb—ﬁ" search o kéb*ai—kéb—a . search Qﬁickly
sSh;S,. harvest | s3n-5y-sdn-3 shérveét quickiy'




na’-a  give na’-ay-na’-a . give quickly
ZEN-€  vomit o . ZEN-EV-~ZENR-© vomit quickly

¢ab-a protect . cab-ay-ctab-a protect fast

4.1.2 Reduplication in disvilabic verbs

words o 'JRéduplication Meaning
Ngie English Ngie Enelish
cara greet Sarav-cara greet fast
§5m5 o sit E3m3v-cim3 sit fast
k5n5 think _ kznsv-kand - think fast -
" bErE  wed - bEriv-beré  wed fast
2575 come ZE?EY“Z§75 " come quiCRI?

4.1.3. Data Analysis?

From the data above. the reduplicant in monosvlilabic
énd dis#fiabic verbs alwavs hésia pfe~associatedfsoundé at the
"word initial position.These sounds are il and f?]} Again,.
éll monosvliébit verbs without suffigeé also have these same

sounds associazed at their word final positions.

trom the Jata, one finds that [il and [v] appear at

different environments. While [i] appears immediately after

consonants, %l aDDearSfimmediately after vowels, both at .




N

g

word final position. Thereéfore. these two sounds are in

complementary distribution. In order to find the underlying

sound. two possible rules can be used
1) v omme> i/Cm—-.

This rule states that iv] becomes fil after a consonant.

2 i mmms y/vee-

vi after a vowel

This rule states that [1] becomes

af word final position.

in.Nﬁié. vowe i cluStersrafe.nct_verV-are not ﬁerv
common. Therefore. the second rule appiies to the language
more than the first. Therefore. it'is fi7 that 1is

pre-associated at word final and word initial positions of

_the reduplicant.
‘since vowel clusters are not common in Ngie,whenever an il

comes after a vowel.it changes into a [vi.This pre-associated .

vowel at word final position of the redublicaniuoccugs.onlv
in monosyliabic verbs without suffixes.

apart from the alternation between [i] and [vl. some

-consonants also alternate. there is-an alternation between .

fb} and Ipi, [kl and T2l., and finallv. I:T'and'ftl.'This

aiternatlon comes about as a result of the fact that this

language respects certain bhdnologiéal.rulest,One-of such




rules is the devoicing rule which states that voiced
consonants become v01ce1ess at word final DOSlthﬂ {see
3.3.20. IhlS appl1es ta these alternatlons because they are
ail voiced sounds hecoming'Voice[ess at Word flnatc0031t19n.

Some words affected bvuthis'aiternation include:

1. san =-> sabi-sab-i ' sharpen quickly!
i3k -> jsgi-idg=i ‘eat quickly’
tit --> tari-tar-i 'lie quickly®

In Ngie. just as an imperative verb can form a
complete sentence (see 2.2)¢ reduplicated verbs can do the
same. hut this occurs only when these verbs are stiil in the

imperative form.

o
9’

IST-3V-ndT~

5}
run . run
 ‘run'. _
‘b. tém 1 1

-téem=i
stand stand

"stand’

Unllke in imperative verbs where such sentences are
'used in a s1tuat10n of command the above sentences serve as

fexhortat1on to the subject.

rhese verbs can also be preceded by nouns.




3.a. a-ké , n3rdy-n3rd

Ako ruh. S run
‘Ako,.hasten’

b. a-ke kE:-a y-Kar-a
Ake hang ‘hang

-t ake, hang it!’

The_above“examples_are'used_in a situation of
command- |

it is possible to.uée these verbs in iﬁteirogative'
sentences. When they are ﬁséd in such sehfences. there is

alwavs some elements of surprise.

4.a. 2-md bugé jdgi-ide-i
he-be stiil eat}.eat
"is he stii1 eating?’

b. a-mé bigé pin  1i-pin
he be still arfiva arrive

’is'he just arriving?’

Apart- from the examples mentioned above. these verbs
can be used in the future and in the past.

when they are used in the future, there is alwavs an

aspect of comparison. Here. vou forgo one thing for another.




S.a. a-wi it 1~3i 'ékEEﬁn'
 -1 will.steal steal today
‘£1wii1 prefer to steal todav'-
b. a-wi 2Zimd T-Tdmd Esigé
1 willd sit  . 8it _-fomor:ow

"t-will prefer to sit tomorrow’

From the'abbﬁe'examples, When.ifE*if (to steal}_is
used. it is in comparison with some'other.thiné.llt méy be.
in ‘the past, the speaker has either been beéging or.
_borro@ing._ﬁence, he is-sayiﬁg that. ins;ead of doing that,
he will steal. |

.These verbs too can be used in thé_nastﬁ
6.a. 1-md nii-ni-y |

_he be go g0

"he has just gone'

he be arrive arrive

"he has just arrived’

Hence.'abart from the fact that fhesé verbs cannot
.occur 1n the pfesent, théy,ocCur in both past and fuﬁgre'
.s;tuations._They éfe.élso used in\impefatiﬁe and
iﬂtefrbzative_sentences as shown in 3. 4. |

Although it is the imperative verb that 1is

~ reduplicated. an infinitive redupiicated verb can then be




derived through the insertion of the infinitive marker at

word initial position of reduplicated words. The tones of
the words also change,
Here are some redupliicated imperative

verbs changed into infinitive reduplicated verbs:

7. rable

Redﬁplicaﬁed verbs . . Meaning
lmperative  _;nfini£ive o 'bnglish
he I—bé—ﬁ I-bé-y-bé-v to put tolbirth fast
bini-bin-7 i~bini—bfn—f to dance fast
s31-s5~y 1-sD-y~S3-¥ to suck fast
némI -nim-1 3E—nﬁm1-nﬁm—f to take quickly.
24T -Ca-y T-gay-da-v to send auickly
i621-iég-i  i-idgi-ide-i  to eat fast
‘sabi-sab-i  i-sabi-sab-i  to sharpen aquickly

23n-3v-z3n-5 T—zSn—?V—ZGQ—B to fight quickly
kar-av-kar-a E-k&r—ay—kér—é {o_haﬁ# quickly
35r¥5y;n5r—5 i-n3r-3v-n3r-3 -to run fast |
b52-3v-b3g~5 E—bég—5v—55g—2 to appear quickly

to protect fast

W)

¢ab-av-tab-a 1-cab-av-Cab-

kAb-av-kab-a 1-kab-ay-kdb-a to search quickly




It is important to mention here that apart from the

insertion of the infinitive marker. the melodic material

remains unchanged. Hence, those verbs that have vowels

inserted'at'their word finmal positions when changed from the

infinitive form to the imperative form remain. the same.

Here are some examples from the data to illustrate

this:
%. Tahle
verbs

Infinit. lmver.

z3n-5

1-z5n

i-kart kar-a
1-ndt nar-s
i-kap kab-a
i-bak bag*a
I-éap  &ab-a
3-na” a

‘Reduplication

imperative

Z3N-5vV—-23n-5

kar-av~kar-a
‘nSr-2vy-~na3r->3

kab-av-kab-a

b3g-3y~b3g-3
¢ab-3y-Ccab-a

na?-ay-na’-a

tnfinitive

i-bag-3v-b3g-3

i-85b-ay-8ab-3

i-na?-ay-na?-a

Meaning

bnzfish

to

a to

to-

to
to
to

to

fizht fast
hang fast
run.f&st
search guickly
appear fast

protect fast

zive quickiy

Like the imperative reduplicated véfbs,_thé

infinitive reduplicated verbs can.also be used in sentences

as shown below.




9.a. 1i-iagi~-jdg-

s¥]
i
<
W
V]
|
Qe
o
{
=
v
=
[8)

to eat eat is it - thing anv
fJust to eat._is it anv fhing?‘
b. T-ndr-5 T-nsr-5 a-wav-& a-far-a md
to'run run is it WOfk. “anv
"iust to run is it any job?’
Like'in'noﬁnst the melodic materiéis in.verbsrhave

no meanings outside their contexts. This 1s illustrated in

the examples above. Again. there 1is no instance of gliding.

~

vowel deletion or vowel coalescence:
‘The ' i’ that appears in the reduplicate is a morpheme
and it is used for emphasis.

There is also another type of reduplication in verb where

the same word 1is repeated several times without the i’
morpheme . o 2

Examples
words Reduplication Meaning
Ngie knglish  Ngie - English
num rake gdm ndm nom  nam to- take repeatedly
19k eat i3k jdk .jdk isk...  to eat repeatedly

3 suck s5 83 s3  s83... to. suck repeatedly




occurs in both monosyilabic and disylilabic'words as seen in

Zon . buv. - .zdn zdn zon zoh;.; toibuy repeatedly

tat lie tat tat . ta.d  tat... ta}ie repeatedly

4.2. Reduplication in Adiectives

that takes place_in_adjectivés..The redupl cated affix appears .

at the right of the base, forming suffixes

the data bBelow. .




words

Ngie Eknglish

STLTOong

~soft

hot
white
clean
oLd'

red

tall
f_black_

drv, pale

bad
sweet

intelligent

Reduplication

Ngie

4.2.1 a) pata of redupiication in monosyliiabic words

Meaning

TENe i-ish.v

very stgrong

very soft

5Very hot
- really white

~very clean

very old
very red

very tall

.very black

VerY#d?Ya hﬂle

very bad

vergﬂﬁﬂeet

.Gerygin;el!;gen;




I_ "_ o 4.2.1 b)_nata of redunlication in diSyllgbig
"._; : - words .~ .reduplication Mean
‘Ngie _kneiish . . Ngie - - - - Engl

kémé_- S smart | ,H'kaméi—kémé.z ' ?erf-

'kbgé C fat Co. .. kdkdI-k3k3 ' -vgrywi&;_ 

nimi nasty  nimi T-pimi  very masty
:nﬁgé : hifter._r - "ﬁﬁﬁéifnﬁgé ' .Yﬁry.ﬁiptef
.fﬁgé- rogien. : - fuge I-fugé Séerioﬁsiyf;otteﬁ
d5ts  dirty - dotd 1-ddtd 've£y dirtv

4.2.2. ‘Data Analysis

‘Monosyilabic adjectives like-monosyl¥abié‘verbs have:

.pre—associafed morphemes at word iﬁitiaf and.word'finak S .
Doéitioné of the fedupiioanf»fi]'énd ivl ére prefésSOciated*
.:At word initial poéitiqngand alSo_at word final position of
these redupiicants. B |

{vi and.fi1'§1terﬁate at_fhesp two ﬁoSifiqns; While
fi1]l occurs at' .this pbsition aftef cdnéonants; fYT'0ccurs at
.thislSamé positioﬁ'aftef.vowéls;'Henée, the'two7souﬁds_ar¢.

in complementary distribution. Hence, two possible rules can

be used to find the basic'souhd:-;




1) v_+——>-i/C——¥#

The rule states that [y] becomes (i1 after a
consonant at word final position.

2} 1 -2y /Ve-—f

This rute states'phat f1i becomes'[vl after a vowel

at word final. position.

As ‘seen in 4.1.2, there are ho vowel clusters at

word final position in Ngie. ‘therefore, it is obvious that

it is {11 that becbmes.fy1-after Vowelé'at-wprd,fjnal'

position. this is evident in the fact that it is the same

{i]_that 1s pre-associated at word initial position of the o

"reduniicant.

Apart from the [i1,and”lv] alternation, [r] and fel]

also alternate in:

fit "black’ and firi-fir-i 'very black'
This is as a result of one of the phbnoloaicaj rules in Ngie-
wherebvy some voiced sounds become voiceless at ward final
position. Therefore, voiced {r] becomes voiceless [t] at

word final position. (See 3.3.2}

Reduplication in adjectives adds more meaning to the




words 1n

-does not

10.a. i)

‘process. the function of

change as shown below.

$a
tall
tall’
sai-sa-y.
is fall tall

Ake 1s very tall'

wa  a-vd wa we

man the ig-'ihtelligént
' the man is intelligent'
Wi ATyd  wh  wél-wé

is

these words

N

intelligent intelligent

is very intelligent'

ip a sentence

In Ngie, it is not omly an adjective .in its original

form that is reduplicated. adjectives having the prefixes of

the nouns they modify can alsb be reduplicated as shown below.



4,2.2.1 Table

~Words

Neie English
a-ban-a .red Qne(s$
u-ban-a red one{s)
i-ban-a _red'oﬁé{s)
a-fir-i .black'bhe(s}
o~fir-1 bléck §nefS3.
i-fir-1 black one(si
i-cun éood one(s)
a-tun ;éood'one{s)'
u-cun good.bne(s)
v-kEn big.one(sj-
1-kén 'bié onels)
aékén big one{s}.

gedupiication Meaniﬁg;-

Negie

a-ban-a-ban

u-han-u-ban .

1-ban-i~ban

A-fir-i-fit

u-fir-i-fit"

i-fir-i-fit

- f
I
[ Lo
o=

gl
|
o)l
o
o]

i i-eun

kEnglish

the
the
the

the

the

the
the

the

the'

the
the

the

red one(s)
red one(s)
:gd one(s)_
biack one(s)

black one(s)

....

black one(s)

good one(s)

~good one(s)

good onefs)
big one(s)
big one(s)

big ane(s)

rrom data. . 4.2.2.1. above-one caﬁ‘see-that*‘s' is

embracketed at the end of each meaning in tnglish, This is to

show that ‘adjectives in Ngie function both as singular and

plural and the singular or plural form cannot be determined

outside context. The reason for this is that adjectives use

the prefixes of the nouns they mddif#.and these adjectives -

also agree in number with these nouns. (See 25, 26).

Although there is a pre-associated fi] '‘at word




initiaﬂ nositiénrpf i he reduplicant-of_ail adjec?iveé; and
'at‘wor&.finai bosétinn.of_monoSvijabic gdjective%QI(éée
4;2.1.a,b}”adjéctives.héving.the ﬁrefixes.of fhefnbuns thev
médifv'do not Bave-this-mornheme;-lnstéad,'thésé §djectives
are-redupifcated ai0ngéide the prefixes as shbwn'in data -
4.2.2.1. 'the vowels that afe'insgrted at wqrd final
position of some of the adjéctiveS'ére no% redubliéated
during this process of reduplication.

“Although ;n da;a 4f2.1.a,b, reduplicaii0h'is used fof.

emphasis, in data 4.2.2.1, reduplication is used for comparison.

11, wWa a-vyd wd weEi-wE-~y

man the _is intelligent intelligent

'the man is very inteiligenﬂ
1z, é—nan_ a-fir-i-fit
coéo#am bilack black
"the black cd@ovam‘. . s

wWhile wéi-wé-y iVefv intelligent’ is psed.to_
1emhhasisé the intellect of thé man, a-fir-i af{t fthé.black
one; is used in cbmnarison.fq either the red or ;hé white

cocovam. Hence. reduplication at the level of adject}ves'is

used both for comparison and for emphasis.




initiai nosiiion of the feduplicant'of_all adjectives, énd
at wori final pnﬁ;tinn of ménnsvllabic adjectives.-(See
 4.2‘1.a,b) adjeciives having thefprefixes df'fbe nogns they
mbdifv dg not_have-this mmrpheﬁe._lnstead, theée adjectives
are'reauplicated alongside the.éréfixes as shown in data
4.2.2.1. The voweis that are inserted at word final
bdsition-of some:bf the_adiectives are not redupiiggtéd
during this procéss:pf redupiication;

A]thcuéh-in'data 422.1 a,b, redﬁplipation.is used for
emphaéis,‘in data 4.2.2.1, reduplication is QSed for_comharisdn.
11. wi  a-vd wsé wei-we-y

 man'th¢ iS :iﬁteiligent.fntelliﬁent
‘the man'is_vérv intelligent' |
12. afnan' a-fir-1-fit
~cocovam  black black
' the black'chOVQM' Cow
Whi]e wéi-wémv_'ﬁery intélligeﬁt' is used to

emphasise the intellect of the man, a-fir-i afit ithe black

one' 1s used in comparison to either the red or the white

cocoyam. Hence. reduplication at the level of adjectives is

‘used both for comparison and for emphasis.




4.3 Reduplication in Adverbs.

A8 aforementioned‘ it.1is completé réddpiiﬁafion
“that takéé'nince'iﬁ ndverbs;'Like in ﬂbuns, verbs:and
'adiéctives. ithe reduplicahf_abpears at the'right of the
bésé.'forming a sﬁffix. |
| “Since adverbs ar¢ véry,fgw'in“ﬁgié the followiﬁg data
df seven words.héve been collécted to iLiustfaté reduplication

at this level.

4.3.1 Data of reduplication in adverbs

WO;ds" E Rcduplibation Meaning
Negie  Eneglish . Néie o Eﬁglish
5~hin high a-n¥n a-nin higher
é—éﬁn - bélow a-&am. a-5an below
aziim back a-jim a-jim béékw#ré
T-vat | side i-var i-vat sideways
Efk5?5 'ué a-ks575 k3575 upward .
A-se doWn . a-s& -se downward'

4.3.2. Data Analysis.

Reduplication in adverbs do not lead to a change in .

word class. 1nstead, it adds more meaning to the word in process.




I' : Again. tike in nouns, verbs and adjectives, there 15

an alternation between frl and U]

V4. T-vat 'fSide' _ B : S o :.}
?—véf?—vét.'sidewéVs‘
| -_Tﬁis is a phOnoiogical process.whgfeby voiced fr}
bgcomn'voiéeiesﬁ fr ] -at word final positiohu,{Seé 3.3,2?)
 Redupf;q$fibh in adverbs'neither,I;éds.tO'é change‘
in'meaning.nor_does_it leaa to a'changé.in:word céasst.
_'1nstéad. it adds more meaning to the wbrdjih proééss; Thaﬁ-'
is wﬁv the adverb and fhe meleib material‘éan Stifl'apﬁear

"in the same context.

15.a. ca o Aa-nay

.send  high

"send it high'
- — - ‘ —_— ’
b Ca a-n¥n a—-nr¥n i

send - high hiRh.
" send it-higher‘ 
16. a. nim 1—?51”
tak¢ side
Vtake it bv the side'
b. num T-var 1-vat
take side.sidé-

‘take it sidewavs'

3




CHAPTER 5
5. GENERAL CONCLUSLON

Réd@ﬁlféation 18 ‘a prooess'tﬁat;éffects ﬁhe open
class of Lekitai items in Negie. Lt affecfs nouns., verbs,
adjectives, andladferbsu Both ﬁartf&l and_comp}ete |
reduplicatipn take place in this lané@ageq and it is a
phonologicai{ é morthIOQicél, and a'semantiq prpcéss.

Phonoloéiéal{y‘ rgduplicatidn leads_fo the
resvllaﬁifgcafion‘of words. Resyllabificationﬁis a situation
where two or more Woyds.are prdnounced‘aé one énd‘thélfinaf
consonant in one word serves as the onset of thé first
syllable in the fokiowiné:wgrd; This is illustrated in
chapter 3.0 | |

Again, there 1is én_altérnafion between {iT and [vl.

this is due to one of the two phonoiogical rules in the-

language whereby ii}_betomeg'iy] at.WOId final peSition

after a VOweI{.ff




Pme>y /v —-#

“+his rule in distinctive features 1is:

-back  --> f+consl / V -- #
+hi - .f~sy111

(0
L
[
o

.Apart from the above mentioned alternation, th
.156 aﬁ alférnatidn between some voiced and some voiceless
:$ouﬁds..The consonantsg [t], Tkl, and {po} alternate with |rJ.
rréif and [b] respectively. In anv case, it should be noted
jfhat T?? underlyingly is [dl. This is because {d] becomes

{rl after a consonant and vowel sequence.
by d -=> 1 / CV -~
he rule in distinctive features is:

- =cont
+vd
=-S07n +cont
~lat —— +so0n /Uy —-
+Ccor
- -=nas

Therefore., since theyv are all voiced sounds that




C) F+vd] --> f[-vd] / —~#
C

‘this rule in distinctive features will be:
So+cons
© - ~cont

=507 -~> J=vdl / --#
- +vd :

with these three rules, it will be vossgivie to find
“the phonetic representation and the underiyving
"representation of any word from the data. Hence, ten words

‘have been chosen from the data to illustrate this. 'These

words include;

1) 13k 'eatf

'2) 1-vap "palm trees’
'_-3)_ i-bak "holes’

 §3 u-zat » "trees'

5i i-kap "money’

"8} a-z-£t : fmuch’

7y fir-i y-fir-i very black'

1

%) so3vV-s8dy suck fast'

9) tari-tar-i lie guickly’

N s . .
10} pRv-DE-Vy "tear fast’

These words will be derived following the order of the

ruiés below:

—_ L}d -




y. Devoicing rule!

 T+€d1-~-> f{—vd1 / ——#
C

2y fdl and [r} alternation rule:
d ==> 1 / CV ~—
j.pevocalization rule:

ay i =>y / v-
b) u->w/ v-

zn the fOIIOW1ng derivations, ! have ignored the tonal

the tones that are in the underlving repre gsentation

tnot necessar11v right as 1 have not looked at this

pDerivations (a):

pévoiding& : _ k P k t

/r}alterhation -——- - —— ——

Iuefbcaiization — _— S e
- fisk]  [T-vapl  [i-békl  [@-zat]




perivations {(b):
words

UK

pDevoicing:
d/r alternation
pevocalization

PR

pPerivations {(c}:
words

UR

Devoicjﬁzz

d/r alternation

Devocalization

PR

Tones are copied alongside the melodiv

in nouns and adverb

copied in a number

‘this 1s tliustrated

Morphoiogic

rieght of the base forming suffixes.

partial

bring about anyv cha

i-kap

/u-kab/

8]

sH1~s83~V
/8D1i-85~

8, In ve
of words
in chap

ally,

and complete reduplication.

nee 1n

the

meanling

a-zét fir-iv-§f1r-1
/a-z£d/ Jfid-11~Tra-1/
—— r i
—— x!
fa~zet ] Pfir—iv-fir-14

TATI-tAT—1 DEvVv-pY Y

i/ Jtadi-tad-1i/ Joiicuiei/
T i
ftari-tar—v | e oo e =y d
Wb et el
Ths and adiectiives. toaos are not
and they are coepicd o oihers
ters 3 and 4.
reduplicant apoeays 1o 1
this havpens 00 boih
These suit=ea do ool

in partial jueanobroat lon,




in complete reduplication while these sufirxes bring about
change in meaning and word ciass 1in nouns. in adiectives.
adverbs and verbs, there is peilther a chanue 10 @mositing 1oy
in word ciass. lnstead,the reduplicant adds move meaning

to the word in process as shown in chapter 4. Hunce.

redupliication 1s also a semantic Process.

Therefore, both partial and complete reduplicatiion

take vlace in the language. Fartial redupiicatilon @x1stys 1n

a limited number of words. and 1t affects oniyv viie nouns.

Complete reduplication 1s very common in ihe lanpuaxe andg it

affects the four classes of words that form Lhe open class

of lexical items.
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