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CIIAP'TEK O N E :  GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

1 . 0 I NTRODOCT I ON 

This study is an attempt to carry o u t  21 linguistic 

analysis of the Oku noun classes. 

Within this introductory chapter, we shall have a quick 

look at the geographical location, history and linguistic 

classification of the language. After reviewing the literature 

related to Oku, the goal rind methodology to he employed 

will be discussed and data s o u r c e s  stated. The Oku sound system 

wi 1 I be  briefly discussed. 

I .  1 GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 

OLu is f o u n d  in i\ui Division in the North-West Province of 

Cameroon. I t  should he made c l e a r  here that what is usually 

referred to a s  "Oku" is the people ant1 their language i s  referred 

t o  as "ab 12m abkiuro", literally, "language of  the O k u . "  

% 

A s  ;I ii~atter of fact, Oku i s  situated i n  the South-West end 

o f  

t o  the E n s t  by N s o .  

Bui-Division, North-West Plovincc of Cameroon. I t  is  bounded 

tc> the West by Kom, to the North by Noni, to 

t o  the South b y  n a l ~ u o g o .  

- 1 -  



FAMILLES ET GROUPES LINGUISTIQUES AU CAMEROUN 

1. 

1,TNCIJTSTTC GROUPS I” CAMEROON 



NATIONAL LANGUAGES OF NORTE-WEST 

Figure 2. 



21s o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  h o l d s ,  a c e r t a i n  woman C i t  
1 

h e r  two b r o t h e r s  J i r i z  iind Nyanya l e f t  ' I ' iknr 

I . 2 }I I s w m y  

l e d  Yief 'on ,  and  

foI1owir lg  t h e  detLth 

01' t h e i r  p , o r c n t s  a n t 1  (lccidetl  t o  move e a s t w a r d s .  They f i r s t  s t o i r  

i n  a n  a r e a  c a l l e d  " Y i e f o n  K f i n "  ( Y i e f o n ' s  H i l l )  where  Y i e f n n  

f e l l  s i c k .  d i e d ,  and  was b u r i e d .  A f t e r  t h e i r  s i s t e r ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e y  

c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  e a s t w a r d s  and  s e t t l e d  in Kovifem. They 

l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when t h e y  had 

two a t t a c k s  from chamber r a i d e r s  w h o  d r o v e  them away.  

J i n g  and h i s  b r o t h e r  l e f t  t h e  area ant1 s c t l l c d  i n  Ngongba 

f o r e s t  where t h e y  1 i v e d  t o g e t h e r ,  m a r r i e d  w i v e s ,  a n d  e x t e n d e d  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  W i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  the f a m i l y .  t h e  need  f o r  

a n  incl-ci lsr  i n  I i i r l t i  a r ~ s e .  . l i n g  moved nnd settled i n  T a v i s a  

( p r e s e n t  t h y  N s o )  i i n t l  Nynnyit rriovetl West iintl s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  ( l i l y  c a p i t a l  01' O k u .  Whi le  i n  O k u .  Nynnya met w i t h  some 

s e t t l e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  N t u l .  The Lender  of t h e  N t u l  was v e r y  

f r i e n d l y  a n d  g a v e  his guests an a r e a  t o  s e t t l e .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e r e ,  

was i n t e r m a r r i a g e  be tween  t h e  two g r o u p s .  When Nyanya d i e d ,  is 

eldest s o n  Mkorrg Mote s u c c e e d e d  h i m .  I5nm Klnturn was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  

t h e  ~ t u l  p e o p l e .  ~ l ; o r i p  1\1otc. b e i n p  a tiickstcr t o l d  f\nm K i r i F u m  

,vhc, ; l j re i \ t l y  ngc ing  t h n t  t i i s  sori:i wc'rc w i / ; i r t l s  and were 

s a p p i n g  him s o  t h a t  he c o u l i l  d i e  l a b 1  i111t1 l e i ivc  L l ~ e l i i  I l l > ,  w c a l t l i .  

I t  was t h e  traditio11 of  t h e  N t u l  t h a t ,  everybot iy  who was 

s u s p e c t e t l  10 a w i t c h  W R S  k i  I let l  i ininct l inteIy.  Iliirir Kintunl ,  as  

k 

)ns aiid I J Y  t h e  ( . i m  he 

d i e d ,  was l,ltl enough t o  w i t t i s t i i n t ~  serious o p p ~ s i t i o n  t o  h i s  
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succession. Thus Mkong Mote seized t h e  t h rone  anti mtrde h i m s e l f  

l e a d e r  of t h e  t w o  c l a n s .  

S i n c e  t h e  Nynnya p e o p l e  were f e w e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  Barn I( 

t h e  Ntuf  language s u r v i v e d  a s  t h e  medium o f  communica t ion  

b o t h  g r o u p s .  N b 

Bankim d i s a p p e  

I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  one  of Mkong M o t e ' s  s o n s  moved 

no r thwes t  and  s e t t l e d  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  M b i ~ e n a k u .  

The name 'Oku'  i s  sa id  t o  have  o r i s i n t i l e d  f rom N s o .  The 

d e s c e n d a n t  of N y a n y a ' s  b r o t h e r ,  J i n g .  who had s e t t l e d  i n  Nso 

i n v i t e d  h i s  own d e s c e n d a n t  t o  a h o u s e  m u d r l i r i g  ceremony.  D u r i n g  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ceremony t h e  h o s t  d i d  n o t  t r e a t  t h e  g u e s t s  i n  the 

a c c e p t c d  a n d  ~ r i n v e n t  io r ia i  manner .  ' T h i h  was c o n s i d e r e d  a n  

u n p a r d o n a b l e  a c t  of p r o v o c a t i o n  and  t h e  i n v i t e e s  t h r e a t e n e d  t 

scrape o f f  t h e  mud i f  t h e y  were  no1 s a t i s f i e d .  The  h o s t ,  

however ,  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e i r  t h r e a t s  s e r i o u s l y  and  r e f u s e d  t o  

s a t i s f y  them. So t h e y  s c r a p e d  o f f  the  mud f rom t h e  h o u s e .  T h e i  

h o s t s  c a l l e d  them " v i k Q  " meaning  " t h o s e  who s c r a p e . "  I n  Lamns 

t h i s  n a m e  r e m a i n s  t i l  I t o d a y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o l o n i a l  m a s t e r s  

changed i t  t o  'OKU' 

1 . 3  L I N C U l S T l C  CLASSIFIChTION. 

o k u  i s  spoken  by a b o u t  b 0 , 0 0 0  t o  6 5 , 0 0 0  Oku p e o p l e  i n  Bui 

D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  NorLh-West P r o v i n c e  o f  Cameroon. The l a n g u a  

spokerl i n  t h e  whole  o f  Oku w i t h o u t  any s i g n i f i c a n t  d i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  

- 3 -  



GREENBERG ( 1 9 6 6 1 ,  i n  h i s  c l a s s i f j c a t i o n  of A f r i c a n  Languages  

p l a c e s  Oku u n d e r  the l a b c l  I l n n t u ,  t hough  h e  d o e s  n o t  m e n t i o n  

Oku s p e c i f i C a l l g .  He names R a n t u  a s  a member of t h e  "€3 

b r a n c h  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  i s  a member Denue-C!origo g r o u p  w h i c h  i s  

s u b - f a m i l y  of  t h e  l a r g e r  Niger-Congo.  

WILLIAMSOX ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  p r o p o s e d  a i i i od i f i c i i t i o r i  o f  G r e e n b  

B a n t o i d ,  d i v i d i n g  i t  i n t o  n "on-Ranlu' s u b - g r o u p .  u n d e r  

"wide Ra i i tu . "  She f i t s  i n  OKU a s  a member of t h e  g r a s s l a n d s  B a n t u  

s u b - g r o u p .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  ( ;RI?I~E ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  t h c  Grasslari t ls  I h n t u  i s  f u r t h e r  

d i v i d e d  by HYMAN AND VOOKHOEVE ( 1 9 8 0 )  i n  a m u l t i n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  

i n t o  west G r a s s f i e l d s  Bantu  arid E a s t e r n  ( i r a s s f  i e l t l s  Ban tu  o r  

Mbani-Nkani . 
STALLCUP ( 1980 1 ,  a member o f  t h e  Grass f i e l d s  Working Croup  

d i v i d e d  t h e  Western O r a s s f i e l d s  i n t o  f o u r  s u b - g r o u p s :  R i n g ,  

Mcncl iu~~~,  \ V i d  I huiit $ 1 1 i t 1  M u ~ i t l r r i i  

l i s t s  f o u r t e e n  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e s e  I n n g u a g e s  i i i e  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e +  

Ring 1tr)itd w h i c h  e n c i r c l e s  the c e n t r a l  highliirids of t h e  

Nor lh-Wes t P r o v i n c e .  

A n o t h e r  c l a s s i r i c a t i o n  o a r i t o i d  wh ich  i s  much newer 

t h a t  of  BLENCH and WILLIAMSON ( 1 9 8 7 1 ,  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Niger-Co 

l a n g u a g e s  e d i t e d  by JOHN BENDOR-SAMUEL ( 1 9 8 9 ) .  I n  t h l s  

work B a n t o i d  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  N o r t h e r n  and  S o u t h e r n  Bantoid.' Th 

a t t e r  i s  coinposed o f  c l e v e r i  sub-groups one  of wh ich  i s  n a r r o w  

Bantu .  The o t h e r  10 g r o u p s  r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 l a n g u a g e s  

spoken i n  W e s t e r n  C!ameroon and E a s t e r n  Nigeria, ( W a t t e r s  and  

L~~~~ ( 1 9 8 y : 4 3 1 ) .  T h e s e  la r iguuges  arc c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  

- 4 -  



presence of nasal prefixes in ertain noun classes; the b 

fusion of noun classes 6 and 6a; and the presence of a nasal I 

(Watters and Leroy ( 1 9 8 9 : 4 3 7 ) .  It should be noted however, 

these features are not shared by all of the languages incl 

this grouping; for example Oku fu 1 1 s  the first criterio 

and the third, but i t  does not fu 1 1  the second criterio 

ut: all. 

The Ring Languages were generally known as "Central Ilk:) 

by Chilver arid Kaberry, who noted thut these languages have noun 

class suffi.es M S  well as prefix (WILLIAMSON 1 9 7 1 :  2 6 6 ) .  rh i s 

is unlike most Bantu Language which have eithe 

prefixes b , , t  not both. sichardson, in Linguistic Survey 

Northern B.,ntu Borderland (Richardson 1 9 5 7 ) ,  notes several 

characteristics common to Ring Languages: 

" A  high proportion of velar and post-velar fricatives itnd 

non-hunorg aiic consonantal combinations ... numerous exol.iz 
nasals; cei,tral, back unrounded, and front unrounded vow 

and noun class prefixes along with suffixes unknown in Bmtu. 

Richardson also comments that, "Concord is largely unpredictil 

by Bantu standards." (RICHARDSON 5 7 :  56 - 7 1 ) .  

Oku belongs t o  the Central Ring group, along with Bum, 

and Mbizenaku. Watters and Leroy include Babanki in Cencral 

Ring rather than North Ring. Oku appears t o  be Closely re1 

Kom, Mbizenaku, Babanki, and Lamnso?, each of which border 

- 5 -  



O k u  t e r r i t o r y .  one s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Oku anti K o n i  have  71  

c o g n a t e s ,  d r i d  Oku-Litniriso7 have 41% c o g r i a t e s  ( S u ~ r l y u y  1 9 8 5 ; 5 5 ) .  

A I  though S t a l  l c u p  c l a i m s  t h a t  O k u  and I,aniriso? i ~ r e  n i u t u a )  

i n t e l l i g i b l e  (Mann and  I)aIl)y 1 9 8 7 :  1 1 7 )  w i t h  o i i l y  41% cognat  

t h i s  seems u n l i k e l y .  Sti inyuy a l s o  c a l c u l a t c d  :in 89% c o g n a t e  

be tween O k u  a n d  M b i z e n ~ t k u ,  j u & t  Lo ( h e  N o r t h  West O F  0 

however ,  Mbizen i iku  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be c o n s i d e l e t 1  a d i a l e c t  I 

than a d i s t r i c t  l a n g u a g e ,  a s  

b e c a u s e  

t o o  l o n g  ago f r o i n  l h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  and g a v e  t h e m s e l v ? s  t h  

name Mbizenaku (Nforine Ndey, person211 coni inunicc l t ion) ,  E l a ,  - Oku ' 

1 9 9 1 )  a d o p t e d  from I . e s l e y  ( 1 9 9 1 ) .  

i t  i s  s p o k e n  b.v il group  of Oku p e o p l e  who s p l i t  o f f  

Oku i s  t h e r e f o r e  one  o f  the  4 7 0 )  l angui iges  spoken  i n  C{tr~,eroon,  
_/ 

The  Oku people  ca l  I t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  

' a b l a n i  abkwo' 

" l anguage  of the  Oku" 

Code 8 2 5  - o f  ALCAM r e f e r s  t o  i t  a s  Kua.  The E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  c 

i t  "Oku," p r o b a b l y  an a n g l  i c i i e t l  fo rm o f  a b k w o .  I n  t h i s  work 

language w i l l  bc I c t e r r c t l  t o  a s  O k u .  

T h e  1 i ngu  i s t i c' f ; t i  o f  ( h c  Oku l i k r l g t i i l g e  

G r e e n b e r g ' s  ( 1 9 6 3 )  class  , i s  a5 f o l l o w s :  







1 . 4  LITERATURE REVIEW 

A review of the literature on Oku exposes the language as 

one of the less exploited la n the North-West Pro 

of Cameroon. It is only rece that the language has r 

considerable attention culminating in the creation of the Oku 

Language Society at the beginning of 1995. Among the most 

exploited languages of the Ring roup to  which Oku belongs, 

mention can be made of Lamnso? Kom and Aghem. 

The earliest work in Oku was a 100-word list by Chilver and 

Kaberry and was published in 1974.  Added to this is an Oku 

Language Committee charged with the publication of Oku diaries. 

Recently, some short stories and a number of documents have been 

written on the language. They include: 

f l  

- Chiin Ghen& amtem mc "Chung and the calabashes" 

- Kekuy a y i 6  "The Snake Belt" 

- Ghcsen Tan "Let us Count" by Nkwam Oscar hi .  

published in 1995.  

- Mom e nduu abwcy "Mom is going to the market" by 

Kwei Andrew M. published in 199 

- Eynyak cshic nwaale ablam abkuo 
"Writing the Oku Alphabet" by Ndifon Roland, published in 1995.  

- A phonological Analysis of the Oku Writing Systems, 1994,  

by Ndifon Roland. 

- A Sociolinguistic analysis of the Oku language and i 

dialects, 1994,  by Ndifon Roland. 

- 9 -  





I .  5 GOAL AND METIIOIIOLOGY OF WORK 

A t  a t i m e  when t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  becoiii 

speakers d i s a p p e a r i n g  o i t h c r  t h r o u g h  r lcnth 01' t h r o u g h  

r s s i m i  l i l t  i i n t o  u r b a n  l i f e  o n t i n u c d  e x i s t e r r c  

l i v e r s e  f o l k  languages c a n  no l o n g e r  be  e n s u r e d  t h r o u g h  

) r e s e n t  o r a l  mode o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  A f t e r  a l l  i f  

beople from e x t i n c t i o n  we c a n  a t  l e a s t  s a v e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  A L I  

t ha t  b e t t e r  way t h a n  t o  c o d i f y  l a n g u a g e  e s p e c i a l l y  i 

t a s  ii v e r y  s i g n i f i c o n t  nrenris o f  p r e s s i n g  C U I  tu rc! .  

'v -_'' --- -- \ 

The n o u n  c l a s s  s y s t e m ,  wh ich  i s  Lhc v I iJecL  of our s t u  

o n t r i b u t i o n  and  p r o g r e s s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  s c i e n c e .  The pho 

nd ve rb  morphology of Oku h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  a n d  tfri 

o n s t  i t u t e  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  t o  t he  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  

l r o j e c t ,  niodcs t  cis i t  might  be, i s  51 c o r i t r i b u  

e s c r i p t i o n  0 1  o u r  r r i r t  ior~;il  I a r i ~ u i ~ g c ~ .  I t  I i I . V S  the f o u n d a t i  in 

o r  inore e s c i t i r i g  arid d e L a i  Icd : , t ud ie s  w h i c h ,  i t  i s  h o p e d ,  w i l  I 

u r t h e r  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  graniniar o r  tlrc Iariguiige.  T h i s  w i l l  

v r n t u a l l y  Lhrow more l i g h t  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and r u l e  

o v e r n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  arid f i n a l l y  L O  t t ie c s t ab I i s l i i r i en  

r i t i n g  : a y s L ~ i i ~  of' tIr l a n g u a g e .  f fopefi i l  11' t h  

e r i c f i t  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s  who w i l l  then b c  i iblc  

nowing n o t  o n l y  ttie s t r u c t u r e  arid t h e  r u l e s  o r  t h e i r  

anguagc b u t  a l s o  I r o w  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e .  

As a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  i t  is  hoped  Lhat a SL 

anguage w i l l  make i t  p o s s i b l e  contpare i t  w i t h  o 

unguages ,  and t h i s  ni ight  b r i n g  a b o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  g e c n e r a l i s ' i t i o n s  
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that will h o l d  rue l o r  a l l  the Kirig ' i n t u  lariguiiges o f  the 

country. 

Me t h o d a l o g y  

The study f o c u s e s  on t h e  noun class system, *Kt w i l l  

n c c c s s u r y  t o  usc 1 l i n g u i s t i c  t i e s :  the s t r u c t u r a l  'irid 

generat  ivc approaches. The hey on ~ I I  s l r u c t u r a l i s n i  i s  th 

language  is a system that  ciin be  brokcr i  d o w n  i n t o  smnl l e r  u n i t s ,  

descr i b e d  

arid added up t o  iorrn a wholc. Given t h e  above view. this 

seems apt i n  d e s c r i b i n g  the n o u n  c l a  system because 

breaking d o w n  a noun, studying i t  empi i i c a l  1.v arid scient 

and then >idding 1 1  up t o  form a w h o l e .  I3uL Liierc i s  a &latch. In 

analysing nouns, irregularities a r e  noticed in the morpho 

whereas i t  i s  generally ainred that there are ureiib o f  a languag 

that are systeiriatic and r e g u l a r .  T a c cowl t l o r  t h i s re  gu 1 ar i t y 

and this systematicity, t h e  s o l u t i o n  is to  postulate a deeper 

level wherc morphophonological r c g u l a r i t i c s  exist arid a 

s u r f a c e  lcvcl \ V I I U I C  irregularitica ilie f o u n d ,  but arc? linked t o  

the former level by phonological r u l e s .  Wc a r e  now i n  t h e  rea 

o f  the gencrat i v t !  approach. Conseyuen I Y ,  i n  t h i s  w o r k  pur 

~. ,>i i u r a 1  isit,  I , riot u s e d  b u t  k i~owlc t lgc  1:; borrowctl  from t'7e 

generative t]ieor,y t o  f i l l  i r i  gaps oLIierwise l e f t  out. 

s c i en t i I' i cii I 1 y nnt l  cinp i r i c'ii 1 I y , con t ras t ed , 

For the purposc  of  t h i s  s t u d y  il corpus  of a b o u t  1,000 words 

has been  u s c d .  
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A f t e r  the d a t a  collection from native speakers ( b o r n  and 

bred i n  0 6 u l  arid cross checking of‘ the dil t t l  with literate 

informanta urourid Yaounde, the next step was t o  t r a n s 1  

thc cltruscs un(1 scnlerices into O k u  t o  oblilirl i n 0 1  

for  l u r t h e r  an 

As for the d a t a  analysis, emphasis h a s  b e e n  placccl on 

a n a l y l  ic schema f o r  African languages as  proposed 1) 

like Hymaii and Voorhoeve ( 198 1 Icup ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  Wicsema 

I I .  ( 1 9 7 7 )  CtC. 

I’liia sclieni~i proposes t l i i i t ,  in any t l i i n t u  Iariguiige, a larg 

lumber of noun rms can readily be analysed a s  consisting of a 

pref ix  and  a s . I t  may be possible t o  r e c o g n i s c  from t e n  t 

twenty c l i f f c r e n t  prefixes in a given language. Many 

)e found commonly with two o f  these  prefixes; s u c h  a 

irdinarily singular and plural. Some s t e m s  may o 

)ne prefix; thebe are usual1 mass nouns, abstra 

.ypes f o r  which enumeration i s  irrelevant. Some stenis  may be 

‘ourid fairly frequently, with more t h a n  two p r c f i s e s ;  t h  

rariety is likely to reflect semantic difference i t i  a d d i t i o n  

lumber. 

‘rile c 1 i~s:ics ti;rve then bccn pa i rct i n t o  cIii:i~ gc i iders ,  be  1 1  

iingle o r  d o u b l e  c l a u s .  To cinalyse t h e  concord system, 

iumerals, etc. have b e e n  studied form of phrases rrom wti 

.he concordial prefix was then pi u t .  

All this required a journey he field. We t 

bku, where we had to corit:1ct t h e  Oklr lnriyuitge committee charged 

vith the delivery of diaries and some short story books. 



I. 6 THE DATA SOURCES 

iJ 

,, 
This work has been realised with 

L substantial nu er  of phrases, and a few textsj collect 

.he help of  s i x  i n c i pic 1 i n f 1) rman t s . The 1 an gu age 

hat we contacted in Yaounde were a 

most of their life in O k u .  The old, he young9 as we11 as LhC 

!ducated and uneducated were contacted for data elicitation 

L-. ___ -. -. 

NAMES AGE RES iD1 N('E 

.______-_____________---_--_----_ 
I. NDI PON ROLAND 24 tudent 

I .  NKWAN OSCAR 28 ormer student 

3 .  NGUM PETER 45 Pastor 

1. FOKNKWA EUGENE 21 Student 'kjaounile 

60 Farmer Babes : i  5. MNGO GODPREY 

Oku 6. KWEI ANDREW M. 2 1  Former Student , 

1 . 7  TIiE SOUND SYSTEM 01' OKU 

~ l t h ~ ~ ~ h  this work is based on the analysis of  the various 

in Oku, a b r i e f  sketch O f  the sound sYsteI11 

This will help correctly interpret the m in order  h e r e .  

with respect to the use of the phonetic transcription of  the data 

for  the purposes of this s t U d Y .  

The Oku sound system comprises I vowel phonemes and 1 



:onsonant phonemes. The vowel system will be looked a t  followed 

iy the consonant system. Next will be the syllable and 

structure of 

system. The phonetic transcripti 

rrom the Gene 1 A l p h a b e t  o f  

the nouns and then a brief summary of the tonal 

n this work has been adopts 

:. Sadembouo 1 9 8 4 )  

1 .  I. 1 Phonemic 

The following are  t h e  phonem 

i ,  e ,  c ,  a, a, U, and 3. These vowels are exemplified below: 

found in 0ku: 

Vowel Examples G l o s s .  

' legs' 'I t i tyf i n 







abvii 'woman, w i f e '  

abttjijy ' a s s e m b l y '  





Eb5m ' ' bag' 
i& ' leopard' 

. 7 . 2  CONSONANTS 

s mentioned earlier, only twenty consonant phonemes art: 

Ealized in Oku. These include: 

honeme Grapheme Oku example Gloss 

b bhs6 ' c a t '  

1 ch chGy ' sun' 

d dii6 ' traditional dress' 
f fi8 ' hoe' 
g p i  i ' voice' 
gh gh6n ' children' 

' road' ". 
3 j J 1  1 

k keb5k ' umbre 1 la' 

I I i kf6ay ' even i ng' 

m m&nk&k I tall drum' 1 

CY 1 uo ' gu i tar' I o 
S sGn ' f r i e n d '  

t ketsk ' snai 1 '  

V cyvs 1 feather' 

W W&ll.+kh ' rabbit' 

E 

t 

Y 

W 

y&b I snake' 

za k ' heat' 
Y Y 

7. 
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ioneme Oku examples Gloss 

n + b/ mban ' nai 1 '  

a + bv/ mbvSq ' f l i e s '  

B 4- t /  n t a n  

n + d/  nd&L 

n + k/ n k & a  ' basket' 

n + g/ nghm ' scorpion' 
0 + w /  O W & 8  Is. ' book' 

ne can say that the language seems to allow a violallon of 

t s  constraint of n o  consonant cluster' when nasals are involved. 

'his is due t o  the fact 

rucial  since they a r e  class (prefixes) markers and need t o  he 

ccommodated. Another reason is that the nasals are capable of 

learing tones and therefore representing a separate syllable. 

'he clusler therefore could then be justified as not occurring 

,n the same syllable. The following is a chart of consonant 

that t h e  nasals are morphologically 









I .  8 . 1 .  AFFIXES 

rhe following syllable types are seen in noun class affixes: 

Y ,  VC, CV, and N. 

V- 
I 

Class 2 (3- [c-lubmenl inen' 

Class 6 E- [ E -  kiln 1 I beans' 

vc- 
class 1 ab- [ab-lCGrnenl 'man' 

Class 3 ab- [ab-chGCl ' mouth' 
Class 4 cy- [cy-chGhI 'mouths' 

a slaves' Class 8 ab- [ab-kjsl 

birds' Class 6a am- [am-nsnl 
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:V- 

:lass 7 ke- 

:lass 13 t e -  

:lass 19 fe- 

Class 10 se- 

N- 

Class 9 N- 

[ ke-kss 1 

[ te-l&yl 

[ fe-n6nl 

(sGn-sel 

I slave' 

k n e e s '  

b i r d '  

I friends' 



CHAPTER TWO: NOUN CLASS SYSTEM 

2.0. Introduction. 

This sect 

present and describe the noun class system of Oku. 

als with the core of the work. I t  will 

A noun class in Oku can be defirled as a group of words ttat 
,stinguish themselves in the language by common af f ixe . : :  

,metimes a tone on the prefix makes all the difference. 



Oku has 13  gender distinct noun classes. The major sirigular 

c las ses  include: 1 ,  2, 5, 6, 7 ,  9, and 19  while the major 

plural classes are 2 ,  4 ,  6, 6a, 8 ,  10, and 1 3 .  

singular and plural pairs. These pairs make up what wc call 

double class genders. However, there are certain classes (of 

liquids or  masses for example) that semantically do n o t  have 

plurals. Nonetheless, there i s  a limited set of singular 

class genders which occur only in the singular or pl i l ra l  in 

the language and which are never paired Lo their opposite 

number. This gender classification will b e  discussed in 

detail in chapter f o u r .  

2 . 1 . 2 .  Criteria for determining Oku noun classes 

(Morphological criteria) 

Distinctions on noun classes are made on the following: 

- the form of the noun prefix 
- singular/plural pairing 
- nouns and their concordial elements 

?he corresponding prefix and concord system used i n  t h i s  work 

is the one postulated by Ijyman ( 1 9 8 0 : 2 5 1 )  for $)roto-I<ing 

Grassfields Bantu (henceforth Proto-RGB) languages. I n  this 
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:hapter, focus w i l l  be directed on the niorphological 

:riteria as stated above since chapter 4 will 

the semantic criteria and gender system of Oku. 

:riteria and with reference 

take care of  

using th,se 

the to proto-Ring prefixes, 
rollowing classes have been established: I ,  2 ,  4, 5 ,  1 ,  

Sa, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, and 19.  

2.2 Noun Prefixes 

In t h i s  section the identified noun prefixes of Oku 

will be discussed sytematically. 

include indentifying various noun prefixes and relalirtg them 

to those of Proto-Ring as reconstructed by Hynian ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  

The thirteen differen1 c l a s s e s  identified are: 

This discussion will 

2 . 2 . 1  Class 1 

There are two prefixes manifested in this class: [#- I  and 

(ab-]. The corresponding Prolo-King Grassfields Bantu 

( p r o t o - ~ ~ u )  prefix i s  ti-. ~t is il singular class whose 

p l u r a l  is fornled in c l a s s  2 .  The fOllOWing are examples of 

class 1 nouns: 

Those with a 0- prefix morphemes: 

a )  B - W ~  ' chi Id' 

B-Wk I ' person '  



We could not have something like 

u-an 

u-6 1 

u-anghom 

Phis is because i n  Oku, no two sequences of Vowels occur in 

the initial position of words. A l s o  considering the fact that 

1- in Oku i s  not a prefix we could not have the above 

:ombinat i o n .  

Examples with ab- prefix morphemes are:  

1)  ab-liiCimen ' man' 
ab-ch6n ' thief' 

ab-vi i ' woman /wife' 

Looking at the Proto-Ring Grassfields Bantu prefix for 

this class and the prefixes attested in Oku, i t  is suggesttJ 

that the phonological form of this class prefix is not 

identical with the Prolo-ltGB form. 

2 . 2 . 2  Class 2 

The Oku prefix f o r  class 2 manifests t w o  different prefix 

markers. These a r e  B- arid c - .  'l'he wrrespon( l i r1g  form in 

P r o t o - R G H  is ba-. This is the plural class for nouns i n  

- - 





the Proto-KtiU p r e f i x  is u-. Tlic p r e f i x  for t h i s  c la s s  looks 

just like that of class I(bJ 

Thus, i t  will be necessary to first postulate reasons why 

they are considered different classes. The first difference 

is that the Bantu noun class double genders 1 / 2  contains 

personal nouns and this is evident in Oku while class 3 and 

4 nouns contain parts of the body and objects. 

difference i s  that nouns of  these two classes I and 3 take 

their plural from different classes, 2 and 4 respectively. 

Thus the semantic form and plural 

in terms of the nominal p r e f i x .  

The second 

formation make i t  p o s s i b l e  



2 . 2 . 4 .  C l a s s  4 

n Oku, t h e  c l a s s  4 p r e f i x  i s  cy -  a n d  tile c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

h a t  o f  class 5 .  Thus  c l a s s  4 and 5 are f o r m a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  

s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  same p r e f i x .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e  b e c a u s e  

c l a s s  4 i s  a p l u r a l  c l a s s  w h i l e  c l a s s  5 is  a s i n g u l a r  c l a s s .  

' I l l O U t I l S '  

' arms' 

' I a n g u a g e s '  

Looking a t  t h e  P r o t o - R i n g  G r a s s f i e l d s  B a n t u  p r e f i x  a n d  t h e  

Oku p r e f i x  one c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a b i t  o f  r e s e m b l a n c e  

between t h e  t w o .  The p r c f i x c s  a i l  have  front vowels b u t  ' t h .  

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  Proto-RGB p r e f i x  has a h i g h  f r o n t  

vowel w h i l e  t h a t  o f  O k u  h a s  ii Trotit  low vowel. A l s o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Oku p r e f i x  i s  VC- w h i l e  t h s  

of t h e  Proto-RGB p r e f i x  i s  V - .  The  p a l a l a l  c o n s o n a n t  "y"  1 * I  

is a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Oku p r e f i x  i s  i rnpor ta r l t  b e c a u s e  i n  O k u  

most nouns  t a k e  t h i s  p r e f i x  f o r m  c y -  e x c e p t  i n  c l a s s  6 whi  h 

has  t h e  p l u r a l  t- a n d  c l a s s  2 ( b )  nouns  w h i c h  a r c  a l l  p l u r a  

c l a s s e s .  The  t o n e s  a r e  a l l  mid for b o t h  t h e  p r e f i x e s .  
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2 . 2 . 5 .  Clas 

The prefix 

correspond 

for this c 

dif fercncc 

5 

ng prefix in Proto-K~H prefix is i-. 

ass is identical to that of class 4. The 

1 ics in the l i i c t  that class 5 is a sirigu 

for this class is represented as cy- while the 

p r e f  LX 

ar clas:; 

and forms i t s  plural in class 6 and 1 3  while class 4 i s  a 

plural class and makes i t s  singular in class 3 .  The 

similarity cannot be emphasized here s i n c e  bolh classes make 

their singular and plurals in different classes. 

Examp 1 e s  : ( g 1 o s s e  s ) 

a )  cy-tiy I store' b) cy-biy 

cy-kOn ' bean' cy-chin 

cy-ghim ' egg' EY-fhh 

cy-lim 'yam' EY-di I 

' ko 1 n n u t '  

' heel' 

' leave' 
' chin' 

cy-tGk ' potato' cy-fSlinj.-.) ' rainboll 
cy-shhn 'elephant Ey-ghiy ' tadpole' 

grass s t a l k  

cy-sh6,l) ' t o o t h '  cy-ghi?l ' name' 

cy-shik ' eye' cy-ghin ' vein' 

cy-shiin ' corn' Cy-bCy ' I iver' 

cy-gv6n ' corpse' 



th Proto-KGB prefix is V-. The explanation given in class 4 

is applied i'n this class since the prefixes are the same 

with those of class four Oku prefixes and proto-l<C;Ii 

2 . 2 . 6  Class 6 
LI 

The prefix for this class is c -  while the Proto-RGl3 prefix 

is a-. The resemblance here is that both prefixes have the V- 

structure. A l s o  the fact that both are low vowels accounts 

f o r  their similarity. But the difference comes from the 

fact that E- is a front, low vowel while a- is a central low 

vowel. Note that the vowel c -  should not be confused with an 

initial vowel, also called augment, as is found in some 

narrow Bantu languages like Kinande (Mutaka 1 9 9 4 ) .  T h i s  c -  

vowel i s  a prefix and i t  contrasts with cy- which is the 

class 5 prefix. 

' stones' 
' beans' 
' e g g s '  

' yams' 
' pot a toes' 
elephants grass stalks' 

' teeth' 
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E-shi; I e y e s '  

c-siin ' corn' ( P I )  

:lass 6 is formally identical t o  class 2 

%re plural classes makes them identical. 

The 

The 

:omes from the fact that the two classes make 

fact that both 

if ference here 

their singular 

rorms from two differcnt classes 1 and 5 .  A l s o  coupled with 

;he fact that class 5 nouns  are non-personal while class 1 

iouns are personal makes for the difference. 

In class 5 the prefix marker has the structure VC- while in 

:lass 6 the structure is V-. This therefore means that i n  

:lass 6 the palatal consonant is deleted before the following 

:onsonant in lhe p l u r a l  form. 

:y-shilr, ' corn' €-Silo ' corn' (PI) 

:y-shQn ' elephant E-860 ' elephant 
grass stalk' grass stalk' 

;y-shbo ' tooth' E-SCXJ ' teeth' 

7rom these examples i t  seems clear that sh (i.e. 111 alternates 

vith s before [a,o,u]; however, there is one word in which this 

liternation does not hold. 
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This can be explained by the fact that [ S I  becomes 

palatalized through the influence of the preceding palatal 

Blide "y" of cy; other words " s "  assimilates the palatal 

feature of the preceding palatal glide "y". 

This is captured informally by the following rule: 

R.3. s ---> sh / y -- 

This means that the alveolar fricative I s ]  becomes the 

palatal consonant /sh/ (i.e.[f]) after " y " .  

2 . 2 . 7  Class 6a 

The sub-class has the VC-prefix structure and the plural 

class for class 19. The prefix for this class is am- while 

the corresponding Proto-KGB prefix is ma-. The Oku prefix 

in this class i s  directly the opposite of the Proto-RGB 

prefix. The Oku prefix is made up of the same vowel and 

consonant that is found i n  Droto-RGB prefix but for the fact 

that the structure is different: VC-structure instead of 

CV-structure as the Proto-KGB prel'ix. A I  1 Lhe prefixcs have 

a nasal sound but the difference stems from the fact that, 

while the Oku prefix has a mid central vowel before lhe 

nasal, the I J r o t o - K G U  prefix has a mid central vowel after 

the nasal. 
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Examp e s  : 

im-gvs 1 

im-diw 

im-dak 

am-kfSr, 

im-kfSs 

im-sEs 

i m -  t sG k 

im-ktlk 

am-1111 

*oil' 

' b 1 ood' 

' wine' 
I flour 

' p imp I e s '  

I 1 ice' 

' weave Is'  

* wood' 

' doves' 

2 . 2 . 8  Class 7 

This class is rich in terms of nouns, in the Oku language. 

. 

This class has a s  its prefix ke- while the corresponding 

Proto-RGB prefix is ki-. The Oku prefix I S  similar 

P r o t o  lorn1 but for the tact that the phonologically to the 

Oku variant has a mid 

has a high front vowe 

front vowel while the P r o t o  form 

. Uoth prefixes have 11 CV-  struclurc 

There is a l s o  similarity in the tonal 

form arid its Oku countelpnrt. 

tone in both cases. This class contains a number of body 

form of the P r o t o  

Some 01' t h e  vowels take a low 

parts as will be seen below: 

Examples: 
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ke-ndiio 

ke-thu 

ke-gi2k 

ke-ttlti l e  

k&kan le 

' neck' 
' head' 
' jaw' 
' ear'  

' chest' 

There are other nouns which are not body parts but they 

fall under this class. 

ke-b6m ' bag' 
ke-b&k ' umbrel la' 
ke-biJ ' thigh' 
ke-biJ  ' compound' 

2 . 2 . 9 .  Class 8 

The prefix for this class is Bb- while that of Proto-RGB is 

b i - .  The proto-RGB equivalent of class 8 is morphophonemically 

similar to that of Oku in that they both possess a voiced 

,bilabial plosive (b-) but they differ in that the structures 

of the  prefixes not the  same. For the Oku prefix we have 

VC- but for the o form we have CV-. There is some 

interchange in the position of the sounds. A l s o  hey differ 

in that they have different voweIs. The Proto-RGB prefix 

has a [-low, -back] vowel whereas the Oku prefix has a 
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L+centrall, [-Front1 and [+midl vowel. In Proto-KGB, the prefix 

vowel bears a high tone while in Oku the prefix vowel bears 

a low tone. 

The prefix of this class is formally identical to that of 

classes 1 and 3 but the difference stems from the f a c t  that 

class 8 is a plural class. Labialization takes place in 

class 8 where the bilabial stop b- i s  labialized in certain 

environments. 

Examples : 

[ab-bw am] /a b-ham/ 

[ab-b' akl /ab-bak/ 

[ab-b* iJ 1 /ab-bi y /  

[ab-b"Cj ] /ab- bey/ 

From the above examples i t  is attested that the singular 

class prefix ke- which, due to its CV-syllable, enables one 

to  see clearly that the stem of the noun begins with f k l .  

I n  the plural form, the prefix is ab-, and when i t  is 

affixed to a stem which begins with [bl, the latter is 

labialized; [abbw].  In Oku there i s  no sequence of [bl 

sounds occurring together. In the above examples, the 

morphemes are separated by a hyphen. 

There are  nouns which belong to the same gender ?/8, but 

their s t e m s  begin with a consonant other than b. In this 

case labialization does not take place. 
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Ex amp 1 e s 

Singular Plural Gloss 

[kekhl 

I k B t i i m l  labtiiml ' elephant ( s  ) '  

[kelhol [abliial ' cocoyam( 5 ) '  

[ k 6 d h  1 

[abkAq J ' d i s ti ( e s  ) ' 

E a bdkq ] ' bench( es ) '  

Looking at the above examples i t  i s  clear that the stem 

initial consonants in the plural forms are not labialized. 

This goes further to explain the above suggestion that, when 

a sequence of two bilabial stops occur, the second /b/ is 

labialized. In a majority o f  cases [bwl is followed by [a]. 

Another way in which we can describe this alternation is  

that, the stem-initial /b/ becomes [-cons] and assimilates 

to  the labial point of articulation of the /b/ in the noun 

prefix. This is informally captured by the following rule: 

R.4. b ---> b" / b- 

This means that "b" becomes labialized when i t  precedes 

another "b". 

What seems t o  be the most adequate conclusion is that with 

these words labialization does not occur. The first reason 
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is that these words have a 0-prefix form. The fact that ab- 

is the prefix form for words having lheir slem-iniliul 

consonants beginning with [b] makes the second /b/ to be 

labialized. B u t  in the above examples we have only one Ib-I. 

One may likely conclude that i t  is due to the preceding nasal. 

2.2.10.  Class 9 

The prefix for class 9 i s  f?-, 0- while that of the Proto-RGB 

is N-, 0-. There i s  much phonetic, tonal and morphological 

similarity between the proto-form and the Oku variant. 

Bence within the class there exist two different 

phonologically unrelated alternants, hence the reason for  

subclassification within the class. 

&prefix Examples: 

B-biii, ' dog' 
e-bvsy ' goat' 
e-nli ' cow' 

B-yiii, ' snake' 
8-nyhm ' animal' 

Nouns of the subclass / 0 - /  all have a root-initial high 

tone and the nouns are mostly animals. 

begin with /ny/ also fall in this subclass. The initial 

The nouns which 
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consonants here include /b/, /n/, /y/ and /ny/ 1 
N- 'prefix Examples : 

h-dbn ' horn' 
i-dak ' house' 
i - j h  ' axe' 
8 - j h  ' thorn' 
bbbn I feather hat' 

h-tan ' pot' 

This subclass has a homorganic nasal prefix with a low tone. 

The initial consonant of all the above examples are / d / ,  

lj/,/b/,/t/ and / s /  

This class is greatly represented in terms of  nouns in the 

Oku language. At first glance one may be tempted to say the 

sequence mb, nd, nt, ns, nj are composed of one unit. I t  

h o l d s  quite true that most of the above sequences arc 

separate phonemes. Also they occur in initial positions 

o n l y  in this class and class 1 0 .  It is granted that the 

nasal sounds cannot be separated from the o r a l  ones, or i t  

might result in a strange sound that is artificial to the 

language. Thus the prefix f o r  these groups of  sequences is 

8- as the initial of the stem. 

To take the above stand will be assuming a morphology that 
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is not adequate l o  describe the Oku noun. One may consider 

it this way. The morpheme /N-/, a non-syllabic nasal, is 

postulated as the basic allomorph of this class. I t  is 

homorganic when found in front of voiced segments. The 

above is based on the fact that [d-1, [ b -  , [ j - I  can b e  

found in initial position of stems. This s t r u e  as  the 

sounds do not exist without being prenasa ized in the 

language. Therefore, the language has [b], Ldl, [ j l  at an 

initial stem position rendering /N-/ as a prefix of this 

class. I t  should be noted that though these nouns are 

separated, the nasal is non-syllabic and is pronounced as 

homorganic with the stem consonant. Thus i t  will be better 

to choose this analysis than the prev ous because i t  makes a 

significant generalization about the acts of the language. 

One should also take note of the fact that i t  is only at 

word initial that [nd-J and the other homorganic nasals are 

separated. In word medial position they are regarded a s  one 

segment , 

R.5. [+cons] --- > [a place] --- [+cons 1 
tnas -cor 

c 
This rule says that a nasal consonant takes the alpha point 

o f  articulation of the following consonant which has the 

feature [ -corona 1 1 .  

Examples 

Nb6n ---> lmb6nl ' feather hat' 
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Nge 1 --> [ogCII ' e 1 bow' 

PeNdsTs --> [fendsis] ' star' 
Ns'sn --> [ns'ao~ ' rib' 
k j & m  ---> [njhnl ' axe' 

1 . 2 . 1 1 .  Class 10 

Instead of a prefix as seen in the other classes, class 10 

is distinct as i t  makes use of the suffix. This class 

3tands out to be the only class that makes use of a suffix. 

phe affix for this class is  -se and the corresponding 

'roto-RGB affix is - S T .  There is no tonal similarity between 

he Oku reflex and the proto-RGB form. The two are also 

iimiiar in their structure, notably, CV- and they both have 

'ront vowels. The difference comes from the height (aperture) 

if the vowels: while the Proto-RGB vowel is high, that of Oku 

s mid-high. 

'he follwing examples will show the use of suffixes to make 

ilurals. 

iG6-se ' dogs' 
lv5y-s e ' goats' 

cows' 1 B-se 

66-se ' snakesF 
yim-se ' animals 
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ndbo -s  6 ' horns' 
nda&-s6 ' houses' 

n j h-s6 ' axes' 
n j 6 , o - s k  ' months' 
nt6n-sk ' pots' 

In Oku, if a class 9 noun does not have a nasal prefix, a 

low tone will become a high tone in the plural followed by 

t h e  class 10 suffix bearing a mid tone. On the other hand i f  a 

low tone class 9 noun has a nasal prefix, no tone change is 

observed when -se is suffixed. 

Examples: 

Singu 1 ar 

biib 

Y S l  

ndbr, 

ndaii 

Plural 

bit6-se 

yG6-se 

ndck)-s& 

ndnii-sc 

Gloss  

' d o g  ( s ) '  

' snake ( s  ) '  

' horn(s)' 
' house(s)' 

The structure of the affix of class 10 nouns has changed 

automatically and is not identical t o  that o f  class 9 nouns. 

It is therefore easy to distinguish class 9 nouns from clasa 

10 nouns since the affixes are not the same. I n  c l a s s  10 a 

different allomorph is chosen--[-sel--as seen from the above 
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.amples. 

2 . 1 2  Class 13 

i s  is a plural class even if 

en t o  the odd number. This c 

i t  differs from the usual 

ass has as i t s  prefix marker 

- while the corresponding Proto-RGB prefix is t5-. There 
a tonal difference between the Proto form and its Oku 

flex. While the Proto form bears a high tone, the Oku prefix 

a r s  a mid tone. This is a plura 

b )  nouns. 

smp 1 es 

-bi y ' kolanu ts' 
-chin ' hee 1s' 
- f66  ' leaves' 
- a i  1 ' chins' 

- f  6 1 i n  jorJ ' rainbows' 
-ghiy ' tadpoles' 
-ghB 1 ' names' 
-bey ' 1 ivers' 

-gvan ' corpses' 

class for some class 
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2 . 2 . 1 3  Class 19 

The prefix morpheme for class 19 i s  fe-. The corresponding 

Proto form i s  fO-. The only difference with these prefixes 

i s  that the vowel for the Proto form i s  a front vowel whiie 

that of Oku i s  a central vowel. A l v o  the Lorial systeiri has 

some differences. The Proto vowel bears a high tone. As for 

the structure there i s  a similarity since both of the 

fe-kf8s ' pimple' 
fe-nsEs ' 1 ice' 

fe-ntsck ' weavel' 
fe-kiik I tree' 

It could be argued that the prefix for class 19 is fen- 

instead of fe-. But this does not hold true, because nouns 

from those same classes, but which do not begin with a 

nasal-plus-consonant, have only the CV-prefix, rather than 

CVN- as seen in the above examples. 

Below i s  a recapitulative table ( 2 . 1 )  of the noun class 

prefixes with the following columns: 

Column I :  Comprises the noun class numbers. These include 

classes 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5, 6 ,  6a, 7, 8 ,  9 ,  10, 1 3  and 19. 
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Co I umn I :  This co rmn represen s the Proto-King G 

Bantu (Proto-RGB) prefixes proposed by Hyman ( 1 9 8 0  

various classes. Notice that they are tonal arid 

a s s  fie 1 ds 

for the 

morphological differences between Proto-KGU and Oku 

prefixes, as exemplified in table 1 .  

These differences are explained under noun prefixes 

Column 1 1 1 :  This column is made up of the various Oku noun 

prefixes, 

presented 

Column I V  

Oku nouns 

more than 

corresponding to tbe various class numbers 

i n  column I 

Column V :  Th 

In this column, presentation of some examp es in 

for each class is undertaken. For classes with 

one prefix, examples are  provided. 

s column comprises the glossed Oku examples. 
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TABLE 1:Noun Class Affixes Oku and Proto-RGB forms 

I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6a 

I 

8 

9 

10 

13 

19 

RGB 

ii- 

ba- 

h- 

i- 

i 

6- 

mS - 

ki - 
bi - 
N-, 9- 

- S i  

ta- 

fa- 

Oku 

0, ab- 

@, c -  

ab- 

CY-  

CY- 

c-  

am- 

ke- 

ab- 

0-, N- 

-se 

te- 

fe- 

Oku 

Examp 1 es 

O-wiin 

ab- Ifihmen 

0-gh6n 

~-1hhmen 

ab-fin 

cy-fin 

cy-tOk 

e-tGk 

am-k3.k 

ke-ti6 

ab-ti6 

n-shn 

N-dak 

shn-se 

t e-bi Y 

f e-nsn 

G l o s s  

' child' 
I man' 

children' 

' men' 
leg' 

' legs' 
I potato' 

1 potatoes' 

' wood' 

' chair' 
chairs' 

friend' 

I house' 

I friends' 

1 co lanut s '  

I bird' 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Considering the morphological classification of Oku nouns, 

the following issues are outstanding. 



First, there is a remarkable morphological similarity 

amongst the class 2 and 6 nouns bearing the prefix E - .  As a 

result of the morphological similarity, i t  becomes almost 

indistinguishable initially; but when considered 

individually, class 2 forms its singular from class 1 and 

bears a high tone on its concord morpheme, while class 6 

nouns form their singular in class 5 .  Class 2 and 6 are 

formally identical in that they have the same concord marker 

gh- just as the prefix E - .  Classes 4 and 5 have the same 

nominal prefix but for the fact that class 4 i s  a plural 

class while class 5 is a singular class. In addition, the 

fact that they have different concord markers accounts for the 

difference. Classes 1,  2 and 9 have a 8.- prefix even though 

they do not belong to the same class, and also the fact that 

they make their plural/singular nouns in different classes. 

Secondly, in Oku, the rest of the classes have no similarity 

with each other. Class 13  stands as the only plural class 

bearing an odd number. 

.- 53 - 



3 . 0 .  Introduction 

form of the concordial affix 

noun concerned, i t  therefore 

:oncordial prefixes as  there 

,f nominal classes that exis 

i s  re 

holds 

are c 

in a 

In the previous chapter, the noun classes and the noun 

prefixes were discussed. In this chapter, the distribution 

of some concordial morphemes as summarised in Table 3 

will be discussed. Virtually, every lexical morpheme--noun, 

adjective, numeral, demonstrative, etc.--associated with a 

given noun has an affix of agreement with that noun. If the 

atcd Lo Lhe class of the 

that there exists as many 

asses. A s  such, the number 

language will reflect thv: 

Iame number of concordial affixes that exist. The concord 

;ystem is important in that i t  is one of the criteria used to 

:stablish the individual noun classes as contrastive i.e. t l e  

,ccurrence of the noun with a specific s e t  of concordial 

: 1 emen t s .  

I .  1 .  Concord system. 

rhe concordial system in Oku to be discussed will include: 

:he nominal affix ( N P ) ,  the possessive prorioun affix (POSS), 

the demonstrative affix (DEM), the adjectival or qualifier 

iffix ( A P ) ,  the deternl ner affix ( A R T ) ,  and the associativf 

iffix ( A S S O ) .  
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3 . 2 . 1 .  NUMERALS ( N P ) .  

C a r d i n a l  n u m e r a l s  1 ,  2 ,  3,  4 ,  5 are  o b s e r v e d  for most 

c l a s s e s  w i t h  a CV- c o n c o r d  p r e f i x ,  whose r o o t s  a re  p r e s e n t e r 1  

as f o l l o w s :  

1: mo6 

2:  b&& 

3:  tGi 

4 :  k6& 

5 :  t a n  

O-w&n ab-mbk ' o n e  c h i l d '  

c h i  Id  o n e  

a -b -v i  f ab-mbk ' one  woman' 

woman one 

a b - f i  n ab-mbk ' o n e  l e g '  

l e g  o n e  

a b - l i r )  ab-mbk ' o n e  bamboo' 

bamboo one 

C l a s s  5 /CY-/ 



one 

tooth one 

cy-ghGm sy-mhk one egg' 

egg one 

! l a s s  I /ke-/ 

ke-b8m ke-mGk ' one bag' 

bag one 

k e - b s k  ke-mGk 'one umbre 

umbrella one 

h' 

:lass 9 / 0 - /  

bG6 cy-rn6k lone dog' 

dog one 

busy cy-mhk 'one goa 

goat one 

I 

1 a' 

fe-kgk fe-mbk ' one firewood' 

firewood one 

fe-n;in fe-rn6k 'one bird' 

bird one 
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Looking at the nouns combined together with the numeral 1 ,  

one can say that the concordial prefix is the same with the 

class prefix except for the fact that the YI-prefix in class 

1 has become ab- which justifies the fact that those 

@-prefix words actually belong to class I nouns. 

After thus looking at the singular classes dealing with the 

numeral 1 ,  we will now address the plural classes in 

relation to the numeral 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 5 .  

Class 2 / 0 - ,  e-/ 

The concordial prefix in this case is the same with the 

c l a s s  prefix except for the fact that the 0-prefix in class 2 

has a concordial prefix E - ,  as was the case in class one. 

Therefore the nouns belong to class 2 as will be seen from 

the following examples. 

I two people' 

' three children' 

children three 

c-liifimen c-kZ.lk ' four men' 

e-chbo c-tan ' five thieves' 

thieves five 
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C 2.5s 4 /cy-/ 

c y - f i n  cy -bka  1 two l e g s '  

1 e g s  two 

Ey-ki5y C Y - t g  

arms t h r e e  

' t h r e e  arms' 

c y - l t n  cy-k2ik ' f o u r  bamboos 

bamboos f o u r  

Cy-chhh c y - t a r I  ' f i v e  mouths '  

mouths f i v e  

I two t e e t h '  

I t h r e e  e y e s '  

c-l im c-kick ' f o u r  yams' 

yams f o u r  

c - t i y  c-tan I f i v e  s tones '  

s t o n e s  f i v e  

Class 6 a  / a m - /  

gods t w o  
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am-nan am-t&l 

birds three 

am-st?s Sm-kZek 

1 ice four 

am-ghtim am-tan 

mats five 

I three birds' 

'four lice' 

I five mats' 

Class 8 /ab-/ 

ab-bw&m ab-bhg 

bags two 

ab-bwgk ab-t& 

umbrella three 

jb-nd6a ab-keek 

necks four 

ab-tuu ab-tan 

heads five 

biib-se se-bg.8 

dogs two 

bvay-se se-tgl 

g o a t s  three 

sun-se se-keek 

friends four 

ndaa-se se-tan 

I two bags' 

' three umbrellas' 

Ifour necks' 

' five heads' 

' two dogs' 

I three goats' 

' four friends' 

' five houses' 
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houses five 

Class 1 3  /te-/ 

te-l5y te-b&.8 'two knees' 

knees two 

te-bi y te-t ii1 three kolanuts' 

ko lanu t s three 

te-tb te-kick ' four hills, mountains' 
hills four 

te-bis te-tan ' five traps' 
traps five 

The following are the numeral prefixes according to their 

various classes. 

Class 1: ab- Class 7 :  ke- 

c l a s s  2 :  E- Class 8 :  ab- 

Class 3 :  ab- Class 9: c y - ,  y- 

Class 4 :  CY- Class 10:  se- 

Class 5 :  CY- C l a s s  1 3 :  te- 

Class 6 :  E- Class 19: fe- 

Class 6a: am- 

As seen from the above illustrations, the various numeral 

stems are outlined above while the numeral prefix for "one" 

has the following concord elements with the singular noun 
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classes. 

Class Concord element 

1 ab- 

3 ab- 

5 CY- 

7 ke- 

9 CY- 

19 f e- 

I t  is very obvious that the number " 1 "  is singular. I t  will 

therefore concord with the singular classes of this 

language. The singular classes are :  1 ,  3 ,  5, 7 ,  9 ,  and 19 as 

seen above. They are  six classes. The class of the concord 

is determined by the noun concerned. Below are examples of 

nouns from these classes used with the numeral " 1 " .  

Examp 1 e Gloss 

Class 1 0-whn ab-m6k 'one child' 

Class 3 ab-fin ab-mhk ' o n e  leg' 

Class 5 cy-tOk cy-mhk 'one potato' 

Class I ke-ti& ke-m6k 'one chair' 

Class 9 0-sun cy-rn6k ' one friend' 

Class 19 fe-n6n fe-m6k ' one bird' 
'r 

We have come to the end of the singular classes dealing with 
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Since this is some sort of qualification to show number, it 

will be appropriate to treat i t  under numeral. I t  should 

also be noted that it is used only with the plural class. 

Class 2 gh6l c - s 6 k  ' how many people?' 
people how many 

c-16iimen c-sGk ' how many men?' 

men how many 

Class 4 cy-kSy cy-sgk 'how many arms?' 

arms how many 

~ y - l t n  cy-s6k ' how many bamboos?' 

bamboos how many 

Class 6 c-sbn c-s6k ' how many teeth?' 

teeth haw many 

c-ghGm c-sgk ' how many eggs?' 
eggs how many 

Class 6a am-sis am-sek ' how many lice?' 

I ice how many 

am-fyak am-sgk ' how many knives?' 
knives how many 

Class 8 ab-ti2 ab-sGk ' how many chairs?' 

chairs how many 
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ab-bwiim a b - s & k  

bags how many 

a 
C l a s s  10 ndhh-se  s e - s 6 k  

h o u s e s  how many 

bu6-se s e - s 6 k  

d o g s  how many 

Class 13 te-v6l t e - s 8 k  

f e a t h e r s  how many 

t e - k i n  te -sGk 

p i p e s  how many 

The f o l l o w i n g  

for "how many" 

Class 2 

C l a s s  4 

C l a s s  6 

C l a s s  6a 

C l a s s  8 

C l a s s  10 

C l a s s  13 

numera l  

i n  t h e  

E- 

CY-  

c -  

am- 

a b -  

s e -  

te-  

' how many b a g s ? '  

' how many h o u s e s ? '  

' how many d o g s ? '  

' how many f e a t h e r s ? '  

' how many p i p e s ? '  

p r e f i x e s  h a v e  been  d i s c o v e r e d  

l a n g u a g e .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  
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3 . 1 . 2  POSSESSIVE PRONOUN (POSS) 

1 

,The a f f i x e s  of t h e  possrssive pronollns are Usually i 

i .~teri l i ic ied b y  tht; I I O U ~ : .  c i s t , o c i a t e d  w i t h  them.  The f o l l o w i n g  
1 
, ~ , , s s t ~ s : . i v e s  w i l l  3 .? t r e a t e d :  

o u r  my 

~ your (sg,:)  Four  ( p i  

i 
i 

t h e i r  h i s / h e r  1 
I 
( ' i , ,ss t wbn , ,111 ' nry c h i l d '  

c h i l d  i ; ~  

i W i  11 ' your c h i l t l '  

c h i l d  y ~ i i i r  (sg) i 
i 
! 

wiin w e n  

c h i  Id h i s / h e r  

wiin wcs ' our c h i  Id' 

I 

t 

I h i s  c h i  I d '  

c h i l d  our  I 
1 
i whn wen 'your c h i l d '  
f 

c h i l d  y o u r  (plural) 

wiin ghkn ' t h e i r  c h i  Id' 

c h i  1 d t h e  i r 

' ! * i c ,bs  i. l G i i n l e , :  ghom ' i i iy w e l l '  

111:n m y  

g116 1 a - g h w l  illy p e o p l e '  

p e o p l e  nlY 
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ghE 1 a -gh ik  ' your peop  

peop 1 e y o u r  

e '  

gh6 1 a-wen ' h i s  p e o p l e '  

peop I e h i s  

gh2  1 a -ghcs  ' our  p e o p l e '  

peop  I e our 

ghG 1 a -ghcn  ' y o u r  p e o p l e '  

peop  I e y o u r  

g h & l  a - g 11 2 n ' t h e i r  p e o p l e '  

Class  3 c y - s h i 2  yom 'my e y e '  

e y e  my 

Class 4 

y i Z  ' y o u r  eye '  

y o u r  

wen ' his e y e '  

h i s  

y e s  ' o u r  e y e '  

o u r  

yen  ' y o u r  eye '  

y o u r  

gh$n t h e i r  eye '  

t h e i r  

c - s h i 2  

e y e s  

e - s h i 2  

e y e s  

ghom ' rciy e y e s '  

my 

p h i 5  ' y o u r  e y e s '  

y o u r  
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E - s h i i :  wen 8 his eyes' 

eyes  h i s  

e - s h i z  g h c s  ' o u r  eyes '  

e y e s  o u r  

c - s h i 2  g h c n  ' y o u r  e y e s '  

( P i )  

' t h e i r  e y e s '  

e y e s  y o u r  

c - s h i L  ghgn 

e y e s  t h e i  

c i a z &  5 cy-ghum 1 

Class 6 

a-yom ' m y  egg' 

my 

a - y i 2  ' y o u r  egg '  

y o u r  s g )  

a-wen ' h i s  e g g '  

h i s  

a - y e s  ' o u r  egg' 

o u r  

a-yEn ' y o u r  e g g '  

y o u r  ( e l )  

a-ghen  t h e i r  egg '  

t h e i r  

a-ghom ' my e g g s '  

my 

a - g h f e  ' y o u r  eggs' 

y o u r  ( s g )  

a-wen ' h i s  e g g s '  



f 

% l a s s  6a 5m-fy: ik  ma-mcm ' my k n i v e s '  

k n i v e s  your  ( s g )  

Sm-fy; ,k m a - w i . \ i  ' h i s  k n i v e s '  

k n i v e s  h i s 

$ln-fyc<k ma-ni ' o u r  k n i v e s '  

k n i v e s  018 I' 

am-fykk ma-mcn your  k n i v e s '  

k n i v e s  'y\.iiir ( P I  1 

Sm-fykk  ma-ghin ' t h e i r  k n i v e s '  

k n i v e s  t h e i r  

Class 7 k e - t i t  kom ' m y  c h a i r '  
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ke-tie 

chair 

ke-tie 

chair 

ke-ti2 

chair 

lass 8 ab-tit 

chairs 

ab-ti6 

chairs 

ab-ti2 

chairs 

ab-tiE 

chairs 

ab-tie 

chairs 

ab-tik 

chairs 

Class 9 n-dak 

house 

n-dah 

house 

n-dah 

house 

n-da& 

kcs ' our chair' 

our 

kcn ' your chair' 
your ( e l )  

gh&n ' their chair' 
their 

wom ' my chairs' 
my 

v i 6  ' your chairs' 
your 

wen ' his chairs' 
his 

w c s  ' our chairs' 

our 

wcn ' your chairs' 
your ( P I )  

gh&n ' their chairs' 
r 

'my house' 

your house' 

your ( s g )  

wen ' his house' 
his 

ycs our house' 
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house our 

n-dah ycn 'your ..3USe 

house your ( P I )  

n-da& gh6n ' their house' 
house their 

ass 10 n-dah-se 

houses 

n-dai-se 

houses 

n-da&-se 

houses 

n-dah-se 

houses 

n-dah-se 

houses 

n-dai-se 

houses 

lass 13 te-biy 

ko lanut s 

te-biy 

ko lanu ts 

t e-bi y 

ko lanu t s 

te-biy 

ko 1 anut s 

som ' my houses' 
my 

shiZ ' your houses' 
your ( s g )  

wen ' his houses' 
his 

scs ' our houses' 
our 

scn ' your 

your ( P I )  

gh6n ' the 
their 

houses' 

r houses' 

tom ' my kolanuts' 
my 

ti6 ' your kolanuts' 

your ( s e )  
wen ' his kolanuts' 
his 

t c s  ' our kolanuts' 
our 
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I 

t e -b i  y t c n  ' YOU 

k o l a n u t s  Your (PI) 

t e - b i  y gh&n t h e  

k o  1 anu t s 1  

r k o l a n u t s '  

lass 19 f e - n a n  

b i r d  

f e-nan 

b i r d  

f e - n h  

b i r d  

f e - n s n  

b i r d  

f e -nan  

b i r d  

f e -nan 

b i r d  

a-fom my b i r d '  

my 

a - f i 2  your  b i r d '  

your  

a-wen ' h i s  b i r d '  

h i s  

a - f t s  I o u r  b i r d '  

o u r  

a - f cn  l y o u r  b i r d '  

your  ( P I )  

a-ghhn I t h e i r  b i r d '  

t h e i r  



dog AM my 

fe-nan a €om 'my bird' 

bird AM my 

The possessive prefixes in Oku vary in form with the 

nominal class they follow. From the above illustration, 

can be noticed that most of the possessive adjectives can be 

represented in Oku in various forms. 

The above illustrations show the different concord elements 

of the first, second and third persons singular and plural 

of the possessive pronouns. 

I t  can be observed from the examples that the third person 

singular and plural adjectives in Oku are not affected by 

the nominal class system since they show no variation. They 

are systematically exceptions to the concord consonant. 

"His/her" remains "wen" irrespective of the noun class i t  

follows. In the same way, "their" also remains "ghen". 

The following are the concord elements of the possessives. 

it 



i 
4 Y- 

5 Y- 

6 gh- 

6a m- 

I k- 

a w- (v-) 

9 Y- 

IO S-  

13 t- 

f -  

he semi-vowel /w/ is real 

igh front vowel. The noun 

zed as [VI when followed by a 
classes provide more evidence of 

the w/v alternation preceding [i] as examplified in cIasses 

1 ,  3 ,  and 8 of the possessives. 

the concord consonant is /w/, but when the following vowel 

is [ i ] ,  / w /  is realized as [VI. This is shown by the 

following examples. 

In noun class 3 for example, 

ab fin a worn ab fin a wen 

leg AM my leg AM your (PI.) 
'my leg' 'your (pl.) I eg' 

abfin a Vi 6 

leg AM your ( s g . )  

- I 3  - 



and "v" can be accounted for by he a1 ternat ion between "w" 

following rule: 

---> +strid / --- + SYll 
+tense 

-back -back 

becomes "v" when i t  precedes This rule says: the glide "W" 
, I  ' I ,  be vawel 1 . 

,1.3 Demonstratives 

ku distinguishes three demonstrative pronouns: ' this/these' 
[near speaker], 'that, those' [near hearer1 and 

three demonstratives are abbreviated [n.s] = near speaker, 

[n.n] near hearer and [far]. These demonstratives consist of 

the concord consonant followed by /-in/ for ' this, these' 
and by /-ii/ for 'that and those' and /-idii/ for that 

further away from the speaker and hearer. 

Class 1 wkn vi n ' this child' 

chi Id this 

ab-vi i 

woman this 

vi n 1 this woman' 





arms those 

cy-lco y i  i I t hose  bamboos' 



b i r d s  

am-f y&k 

kn i vcs 

ke-bhn 

bag 

k e - t i k  

chair  

ke-ban 

bag 

k e - t i 2  

c h a i r  

a b - b w h  

bags  

a b - t i 2  

t h o s e  

m i  i 

tt;ouu 

k i n  

t h i s  

k i n  

t h i s  

k i  i 

that  

k i d i i  

t h a t  

v i  n 

t h e s e  

v i  n 

' t h o s e  k n i v e s '  

' t h i s  bag' 

' t h i s  c h a i r '  

' t h a t  bag' 

' t h a t  c h a i r '  

I t h e s e  bags'  

' t h e s e  c h a i r s '  



l a s s  

dog 

bvay  

g o a t  

0 bG6-se 

d o g s  

bva y - s e 

goa t s  

bG6-se 

d o g s  

bvgy-se  

goats  

ass 13 t e - b i y  

k o l a n u t s  

te - fGu 

1 eaves 

t e - b i y  

k o l a n u t s  

te-fGG 

l eaves  

.ss 19 fe -nSn 

b i r d  

f e - f y a k  

kn i v e  

f e - n a n  

t h a t  

y i d i  i 

t h a t  

s h i n  

t h e s e  

s h i n  

t h e s e  

s h i  i 

t h o s e  

s h i  i 

t h o s e  

t i n  

these 

t i n  

t h e s e  

t i l '  

t h o s e  

t i i  

t h o s e  

f i n  

t h i s  

f i n  

t h i s  

' t h a t  g o a t '  

' t h e s e  d o g s '  

' t h e s e  goa t s '  

' t h e s e  d o g s '  

t h o s e  g o a t s '  I 

' t h e s e  k o l a n u t s '  

I t h e s e  l e a v e s '  

' t h o s e  k o l a n u t s '  

' t h o s e  l e a v e s '  

' t h i s  b i r d '  

I t h i s  k n i f e '  



bird that 

f e-nan fidii 'that bird' 

bird that 

The locative forms fcy ' h e r e '  , fc&y ' there' (n.h) 

(there) [far] are related to the above demonstrat 

Class 1 v- class 5 y-  class 8 v- class 

Class 2 gh- class 6 gh- class 9 y-  

Class 3 v- class 6a m- class 10 sh- 

Class 4 y- class 7 k- class 13  t- 

3 . 1 . 4  Determinatives 

and fcydi 

ve forms. 

19 f -  

Determinatives here are to determine whether one noun i s  

different from another in the light of 'other' and 'which' 

and not prefixes and classes. In Oku we discovered that the 

form 'which' and 'other' are 

This means that they do have 

c l a s s .  

Class 1 wiin ab-kc 

chi Id which 

ab-lkkmen ab-kc 

man which 

- 

greatly affected by 

a particular prefix 

' which child?' 

'which man?' 

79 - 

class. 

marking a 



Class 2 g 1 

children 

c-ltlfimen 

men 

Class 3 ab- i n  

4 

6 

6a 

7 

bamboo 

ab-fin 

leg 

cy-tiik 

potato 

c y -  g h h  

egg 

c-tiik 

pot at oes 

c-ghum 

egg5 

am-nan 

birds 

am-fyik 

knives 

ke-barn 

& - k c  

which 

which children?' 

& - - k c  'which men?' 

which 

ab-kt ' which bamboo?' 
which 

ab-kc 'which leg?' 

which 

cy kc ' which potato?' 
which 

cy-kt: 'which egg?' 

which 

&-kc 'which potatoes?' 

which 

c-ke ' which eggs?' 

Hhkh 

am-kc  'which birds?' 

which 

am-kc ' which knives?' 
which 

ke-kc 'which bag?' 
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bag 

ke-til 

chair 

ass  8 ab-wim 

bags 

ab-t 1'2 
chairs 

ass 9 bvSy 

goat 

nyhm 

animal 

ass 10 bv5y-se 

goats 

nyb-se 

anima Is 

ass 1 3  te-biy 

ko 1 anut s 

te-1Em 

farms 

,ass 19 fe-nh 

bird 

fe-kik 

which 

ke-kc which chair?' 

which 

ab-kc ' which bags?' 

which 

ab-kc I which chairs?' 

which 

cy-kt ' which goat?' 

which 

cy-kc I which animal?' 

which 

se-kc ' which goats?' 
which 

Se-kc which animals?' 

which 

te-kc 

which 

te-kt 

which 

I which kolanuts?' 

' which farms?' 

fe-kc 'which b i r d ? '  

which 

fe-kc ' which tree?' 
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tree 

' Other ' 

lass 1 w6n 

chi d 

ab-vi i 

woman 

lass 2 gh6n 

children 

ab-kii 

women 

lass 3 ab-fin 

1 eg 

ab-160 

bamboo 

.ass 4 cy-fin 

I egs 

cy-lin 

bamboos 

lass 5 cy-tiy 

stone 

which 

ab- 188 

another 

ab-166 

another 

c-166 

other 

c-166 

other 

ab-166 

another 

ab-188 

another 

EY- 166 

other 

cy- 166 

other 

cy- I66 

another 

' another chi Id' 

' another woman' 

' other children' 

other women' 

' another leg' 

' another bamboo' 

'other legs' 

' other bamboos' 

' another stone' 
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cy-ghOm CY- 1 66  ' a n o t h e r  egg '  

a n o t h e r  

Class 6 E - t i y  &--lei o t h e r  s t o n e s '  

s t o n e s  o t h e r  

' o t h e r  e g g s '  

Class 6a am-nan am-166 I o t h e r  b i r d s '  

b i r d s  o t h e r  

am-kSk a m -  1 ii ' o t h e r  t r e e s '  

t r e e s  o t h e r  

Class 7 ke-biim ke-166 ' a n o t h e r  bag '  

a n o t h e r  

ke-bSk ke-166 a n o t h e r  u m b r e l l a '  

u m b r e l l a  a n o t h e r  

Class 8 ab-bwiim ab -  166 ' o t h e r  bags '  

ab-bwSk a b -  166 ' o t h e r  u m b r e l l a s '  

u m b r e l l a s  o t h e r  

a n o t h e r  f r i e n d '  Class 9 sOn 

' a n o t h e r  g o a t '  
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: l a s s  10 s0m-se 

f r i e n d s  

bv&y-se 

etva t s 

! l a s s  ! I c c - b i y  

: < , l a n u t s  

t r - fGG 

I c a v e s  

I R B S  ! Q  f e - n 5 n  

b i r d  

fe-k6.k 

t r e e  

s e -  166 ' o t h e r  f r i e n d s '  

o t h e r  

s e -166  ' o t h e r  g o a t s '  

o t h e r  

te -166  ' o t h e r  k o l a n u t s '  

o t h e r  

t e - I 6 6  ' o t h e r  l e a v e s '  

o t h e r  

fe-166 ' m o t h e r  b i r d '  

a n o t h e r  

f e - 1 6 6  ' a n o t h e r  t r e e '  

a n o t h e r  

!'t>i:! ! i .  , x r love  exami*les  i l .  i s  not i4:ed t h a t  two fo rms  a re  

i: , 1  her' u i ~ ~ i  ' o t h e r '  . i i  . ihould  t h e r e f o r e  be n o t e d  

hat b o t h  mean t h e  same . t h i n g .  Whi l e  " a n o t h e r "  g o e s  w i t h  

i n g u l a r  n o u n s ,  " o t h e r "  goes w i t h  p l u r a l  nouns .  l h e  p r c l i x e s  

f t h e s e  d e t e r m i n a n t s  a re  as f o l l o w s :  

l a s s  1 ab -  c l a s s  5 c y -  c l a s s  8 ab- c l a s s  19 f e -  

l a s s  2 c -  class  6 c-  c l a s s  9 cy- 

l a s s  3 a b -  c l a s s  6a  a m -  c l a s s  10 s e -  

l a s s  4 c y -  c l a s s  7 ke- c l a s s  13 t e -  
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3.1.5 Associatives 

Associdtives occur between two sets of  nouns to indicate the 

relationship (of possession or membership) which exists 

between them (N1 N2). That is a noun in association with 

s n o t h c r .  What will be treated here is an equivalent of the 

E i i g I i ~ h  apostrophy ( I s ) .  I n  Oku i t s  form is the same f o r  all 
1 
i t l i t -  i l i i s s e s  except class 6a and c l a s s  10. Let u s  illustrate l t l i t -  i l i i s s e s  except class 6a and c l a s s  10. Let u s  illustrate 

Class 1 wan a ab-vii ' the woman's child' 

child AM woman 

ab-vii a ab-liihmen the man's wife' 

t oman man 

t ! '  i' I iton a all , I I ' t i i c ,  W O I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ '  ., ~ t i i  ldreri' 1 

children AM woman 

!*-ki c a ab !GCimen ' the man's wives' 

,. I ves AM 1111t t .  i 
( ' 1  ~ . 3 . , b - f j i i  a a b - v i :  ' the woman's leg' 

i t2g AM Wfln~~fti 

..I)-kSy a ab-vi I ' the woman' s nrni' 

j r m  AM womw! 
1 
f 

Class 4 c y - f i n  a ab-vii 'the woman's l e g s '  

1 egs AM woman 
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cy-kby  a ab-vii ' t h e  woman's arms' 

urnis AM wonitin 
! 

Class 5 cy- sh6o  a wan ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  tooth '  

t o o t h  AM c h i l d  

c y - s h a o  a wan t h e  c h i l d ' s  corn' 

c o r n  AM c h i l d  

I 
1 
i 
1 

Class 6 c-sbi ,  a wiin ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  t e e t h '  

t e e t h  AM c h i l d  

E - S ~ J  a whn ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  corn' 

c o r n  AM c h i l d  

1 

Class 6a am-kiik ma wan t h e  c h i l d ' s  t rees '  

t r ee s  AM c h i l d  

am-nan ma wan t h e  c h i l d ' s  b i r d s '  

b i r d s  AM c h i l d  

Class I ke-dkn a wan ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  bench '  

b e n c h  AM c h i  I d  

ke-bilk a w6n ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  umbre l  

umbre 1 

IClass 8 ab-dai,  
i 

a' 

a AM c h i l d  

a wiin t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e n c h e s '  
I 

b e n c h e s  AM c h i l d  

a b-bwii k a wan ' t h e  c h i l d ' s  u m b r e l l a s '  
i 

1 u m b r e l l a s  AM c h i l d  
i 
i 
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Class 9 bv&y a win 'the child's goat' 

goat AM child 

nyiim a w6n ' the child's animal' 
animal AM child 

I goats child 

nyiim-se wan ' the child's animals' 
animals child 

Class 13 te-biy a whn 'the child's kolanuts' 

kolanuts A 

te-l5y a wiin ' the child's knees' 
knees AM child 

Class 19 fe-k&k a wiin 'the child's tree' I 
tree AM child 

fe-nan a win ' the child's b i r d '  

bird AM child 

As shown in these illustrations, classes 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5, 6, 

I ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 3 ,  19 have the same associative prefix a- whereas 

class 6a is distinct because i t  is the only class having the 

associative marker ma- while class 10 has a se-prefix marker. 

In speech, the prefix a- i s  not gotten as compared to class 

6a where the prefix is gotten when someone is speaking. 



Therefore, in Oku we discovered only three associative 

markers in the language. 

When there is a contiguous occurrence of two vowels across 

word boundary, vowel deletion takes place. In such cases, 

the vowel drops off. When the words are in isolation, no 

deletion takes place. This is illustrated below: 

wHn a ab-vii ' the woman's child' 
child AM woman 

am-nan ma wan ' the child's birds' 
birds AM child 

In actual pronunciation there is no associative marker 

because the word i s  pronounced as: wkn ab-vii and therefore 

the a drops in this case. But in the second example, the 

sssoc ative marker is perceived when speaking. 



3.1.6. ADJECTIVES 

rhe adjectival constructions 

the noun being modified. The 

:oncordial prefix since it  d 

allow the modifier to follow 

adjectival prefix is a 

pends on the type of noun that 

, t  qualifies. In Oku there are few adjectives, that is 

rdjectives in terms of the English or French language are 

'ew. In Oku an expression like "red feather" as far as word 

'or word translation is concerned will come out as "feather 

hat redding" 

lince adjectives depend on nouns for their form and are 

rganized in classes, they are also organized according to 

heir various prefixes. The adjectives that we will be 

llustrating are: red "ban" and black "fin". 

lass  1 whn ab-baoan 'red child' 

child red 

we1 ab-banan 'red person 

person red 

whn ab-finan 'black child' 

child black 

ab-vii ab-finan ' black woman' 
woman black 

lass 2 gh6n c-banane ' red chi Idren' 

children red 
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cy- t i l k  cy -banane  ' r e d  p o t a t o '  

p o t a t o  r e d  

c y - s h i h  c y - f i n a n e  ' b l a c k  c o r n '  

c o r n  b l a c k  

c y -  t i y cy- f  i nane  ' b l a c k  s t o n e '  

s t o n e  b l a c k  

C l a s s  6 E - t i y  e - b a n a n e  I r e d  s t o n e s '  

s t o n e s  r e d  

c -banane  r e d  p o t a t o e s '  

p o t a t o e s  r e d  

c-siin c - f i n a n e  ' b l a c k  c o r n '  

c o r n  b l a c k  

E - t j y  e - f i n a n e  I b l a c k  s t o n e s '  

s t o n e s  b l a c k  

c1. 6a  am-ntsSk am-banan ' r e d  w e a v e l s '  

w e a v e l s  r e d  

am-nsn am-banan I r e d  b i r d s '  

am-nsis a m - f i n a n  ' b l a c k  l i c e '  

am-nts$k a m - f j n a n  ' black Weavels '  

w e a v e l s  b l a c k  

c l a s s  7 ke-barn ke-banane  ' r e d  bag '  
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ke-bilk ke-banane 

umbrell red 

ke-bsk ke- f f nane 

umbrella black 

ke- b&m 

bag black 

ke - f i nane 

!lass 8 ab-bw6m ab-banane 

bags red  

ab-bw6k ab-banane 

'red umbrella' 

' black umbrella' 

'black bag' 

I red bags' 

'red umbrellas' 

as' 

umbrel las red 

ab-bwgk ab-ffnane ' black umbrel 
umbrellas black 

ab-bwsm ab-finane 'black bags' 

bags black 

:lass 9 bv3y cy-banan 'red goat' 

goat red 

n y h  cy-banan 'red animal' 

animal red 
bv&y cy-finan 'black goat' 

goat black 

n y h  cy-finan black animal' 

animal black 

Cl. 10 bvay-se se-banane 'red goats' 

goat s red 



nyh-se se-banane ' red animals' 
animals red 

bvay-se se-finane ' black goats' 
goats black 

nytim-se se-finane ' black animals' 

animals black 

13 te-biy te-banane ' red kolanut trees 

stones red 

te-fGij te-banane 'red leaves' 

leaves red 

te-biy te-finane ' black kolanut trees 

stones black 

te-fijh te-f inane ' black leaves' 



Class 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6a 

7 

8 

9 

10 

13 

19 

ab- 

E- 

ab-  

CY- 

CY- 

c- 

am- 

ke- 

ab- 

CY- 

se- 

t e- 

fe- 

rhe following is a recapitulative table for the concordial 

>refixes. The different columns in th 

:olumn i: 

:olumn ii: 

:olumn i i i :  

:olumn iv: 

Zolumn v: 

2olumn v i :  

Column vii: 

Column viii: 

Class 

Nom i na 

Numera 

posses 

s table are as follows: 

prefixes 

prefixes 

ive prefixes 

Demonstrative prefixes 

Determinative prefixes 

Associative prefixes 

Adjectival prefixes 



TABLE 2: 
Table  o f  concordial a f f i x e s  

CL 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6a 

I 

8 

9 

10 

13 

19 

Noun Numerals Posse Demonstra Determi- Associ Adjec- 

Affix ssives tives natives at ives t ives 

(POSS) (DEM) (DET 1 ( A S S O )  (AP) 

0 ,  ab-  ab- W- 9 V- ab-  a- ab-  

(V-) 

0 - ,  E- E- gh- gh- & -  a- c -  

ab-  ab- W- V- ab-  a- ab-  

C Y -  CY- Y- Y- CY- a-  CY- 

CY- CY- ~ Y- Y- CY- 

C-  E- gh- gh- c-  

am- am- m- m- am- 

a- CY- 

a-  E- 

ma - am- 

ke- ke- k- k- ke- 

ab-  ab-  W- V- ab-  

0 - ,  N- CY- Y- Y- CY- 

se- - S  sh- se- -se 

t e- t- t- t e- t e- 

fe- fe- f- f -  fe- 

se- se- 

a- t e- 

a-  fe- 

3 . 2 .  Analysis of concord system: General Discussion 

Looking at the concord syslen, t h e  numeral, possessive, 

demonstrative, determinatives, associatives and concord 

adjective prefixes are all post nominal as w i l l  be seen 
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xn the following examples. 

neral ke-b8m ke-mok I one bag' 

bag one 

rsess ive O-wIin @-worn ' my chi Id' 

child my 

nonstrat ive bv6y yin I this goat' 

goat this 

rerminat ive 0-whn ab-kr: ' which chi Id' 

child which 

rociat ive g h h  a ab-vi: the woman's children' 

children AM woman 

ject ive nii-se f i nan 'black COWS' 

cow black 

bvsy-se banan 'red goats 

goats red 

st of the concordial forms agree with the nominal class of 

e noun that is used. The most constant of the classes are: 

, 7, 1 3 ,  and class 19. A l o t  of irregularities are 

ticed in the prefixes of class 1 ranging from w-, ( v - )  

v- (DEM), and a- (the A S S O ) ,  In some cases as in 

le case of c las s  10, the concordial prefix dies out in 

leech,leaving a construction with no prefix. T h i s  is 

lustrated in the following examples: 

'my goats' 
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I i 

I j nii-se sSk ' how many cows?' 

his deletion of the prefix in class 10 might be due to the fact 

hat the noun already has a suffix and if  a prefix is added to 

he concord morpheme during speech, we will then have something 

hich is not acceptable in the spoken language. 

bv5y-se se-som 

herefore, a prefix is deleted before a suffix 

c f . #  bvSy-se# # se-som# is realized as # bvsy-se som # .  

It is easy to distinguish class one nouns by the nature of 

their semantic content. This is the only class thut has human 

beings, as  its semantic content, otherwise, the concord systeni 

could not have been able to establish the fact that ii particulnr 

noun belongs to class one. 

Class 1 ,  3 ,  and 8 are formally indentical as far as 

concord prefixes are concerned; likewise classes 4, 5 ,  and 9 

and classes 2 and 6. 

that each class makes its plural or singular from a 

different class, Class 2 and 6 have a V- structure as the 

noun class prefix. 

change with the possessive and demonstrative pronouns. 

The differences stem from the fact 

The concord prefixes have tcrltlcd t o  

This 
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I 

IS examplified below: 1 
i 

E- 1 iiiimen gh-in 'these men' 

men these 

c- 1 iiGmen gh-bm 'my men' 

Examples: 

 class 8 [ketkk koml ' my head' 

i men 

i s far as the determinatives, adjectives and numerals are 

concerned, the concord prefix is identical to the noun class 

p e f  ix. 

Class concord is not as straightforward in class 9 as it 
I lis in the other classes. The concord marker of classes with 

18 CV-structure is usually the same as the initial consonant CV-structure is usually the same as the initial consonant 

f the prefix. 

i Wowever,in class 9 the concord consonant is not a nasal but I 
Ir l :  

[ndah yoml ' my house' 

[bvsy yoml ' my goat' 
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functioning as a prefix; however, there are some of the 

lass  7-sg [ke-ntJis1 /ke-Ntfi s /  cr i ke t ' 

lass 8 - p l  [am-ntlis] /am-NtJi s /  ' crickets' 

lass 19-sg [fe-ndhol /fe-Ndh/ ' blood' 
Class 6a-pl [am-ndhl /am-NdGo/ blood' 

F 
One can argue that the above prefixes include the nasal, 

that the class 7 prefix is ken- rather than ke- and the 

class 19 prefix is fen- rather than fe-. This does not hold 

true because nouns from these same classes and which do not 

begin with a nasal-plus-consonant, have only the CV-prefix, 

rather than the CVN- 

i.e., 
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xamples : 

ke-16.01 

ke-t f Z  I 

fe-k6ikl 

fe-chi; 

not [ken-16.0 

not [ ken-ti2 

not [ fen-k6ik 

cocoyam' 

' chair' 
' tree' 

not [fen-chi;.] ' squirrel' 

yman (1980) has suggested that nouns such as fe-N-scs "louse" 

nd the above examples have "double prefixes" and such nouns 

hich are clearly in a minority, may have belonged to classes 

and 10, but for some reason acquired new prefixes without 

ropping the old one (Hyman 1980: 277). A similar situation 

ti presumably responsiblc for  the dcrivntion of class 9 

3uns such as small "house" 

. [ndahl /N-da&/ 'house' class 9 

. [fe-ndai /fe-N-dak/ 'small house' class 19 

ndak] belongs to class 9 as seen from example 1. To derive 

small house", the diminutive prefix fe- is added to Indattl 

fld the new word belongs to class 19, even though i t  retains 

he prefix for class 9 .  

! 

he palatalization of s is evident in the noun class system. 

R class 10 the possessive concord consonant is s- 

ndakse soml ndakse scn 
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the concord marker is followed by [-icl. In this case [SI is 

realized as  [I]: 

houses your ( s g )  

your (sg) houses 

6 alternates with .f before a high front vowel [i l ;  

k.7. s---> I/ /-back w L/d, ? L-low7 ..l-r 
V 

This type of situation occurs also in class 1 and 8 nouns 

where w is realized as v before a high front vowel [ i l .  

Examp I es I 
Class 1 win wom 

chi Id my 

my child 



I 'Class 8 ab-ti6 vfg 
1 

chairs your 

your ( s g )  chairs 1 
I 

As a result we will not lay much emphasis on the associntive 
I 
I 

~ k e r .  As far  as class 4 ,  5 and 6a nouns are concerned, the concord 

narkers f o r  the Possessive and Demonstrative are y- and m-. 

The structure of the noun prefix is VC-. This means that the 

vowel has been dropped and only the consonant is retained as the 

Iconcord marker. 

Class 4 

' ko lanut' 
ko 1 anut 

yom 'my kolanut' 

kolanut my 

cy-biy yi n ' this kolnnut' 
ko 1 anut this 

I 

f 

1 

!Class 5 cy-ghGm 
3 

1 

i cy-ghiim yin ' this egg' 

egg Lhis 

cy-ghhm yii ' that egg' 
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[Class 6 am-n5n m i  n 

birds these 

am-n6n m i  i 

birds those 

1.3 GENERAL DISCUSSION 

laving a close look at the Proto-Ring Grassfieldconcord 

ystem and the Oku system, one can come t o  the conclusion 

hat they have the same concord affixes except for classes 2 

nd 6 .  Below is a chart illustrating the Proto concord and 

ne of Oku concord affixes. 



concord a f f i x e s .  

CONCORD AFFIXES 

Proto-RGB Oku (POSS) 

W‘ W 

b‘ gh’ 

W W 

Y- Y 

Y. Y 

j- gh 

m‘ m 

k’ k 

b‘ W 

Y‘ Y 

s (Y)’ S 

t- (Y)’ t 

f’ f 

Looking at the above table, the Proto form has three concord 

types that repeat itse f in 2 different classes out of the 

13 classes which have equivalence in Oku. The concord 

elements are /w/, seen in class 1 and 3 ,  /y/ seen in class 

4 ,  and 5 and /b/ seen i n  class 2 and 8. The daughter reflex 

form has the same number of concord types that repeat 

themselves in 8 classes out of the 13 classes in the 

- 104 - 



language. These are: 

rhe Proto-RGB concord form has the same number of concords 

that repeat themselves in different classes. The only 

jifference stems from the fact that Oku has seven different 

:lasses that repeat themselves while the proto form has six. 

Phe only classes that have a different concord consonant that 

iiffers from that of the Oku form are class 2 and 8. 

rherefore, both the Oku concord system and the proto form 

'xhibits some level of class merging. This is an evidence 

,f simplification that is manifested in the two forms. 

Phis simp 

:oncord e 

ification is manifested across the different 

ements within the Oku language. For example, in 

the following concordial types, the similarities and 

iifferences observed are: 

lLASS COMMENTS 

1 , 3 9 8  are identical in  all the concordial classes 
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CHAPTER FOUR: GENDEKS AND THEIR SEMANTIC CONTENT 

4.0.Introduction 

The term "noun class" refers to one of the aforementioned 13 

forms i n  which a singular or a plural noun can appear. The 

term-" noun gender" refers to the singular/plural pairings 

found in the language. This singular/plural pairing of 

nouns is brought out by their prefixes. When this is the 

case we talk of double class genders. There are certain 

nouns for which enumeration is irrelevant, Liquids and mass 

nouns, which are members of one or single class gender as 

opposed to the double class gender, are such abstract nouns 

that cannot be counted. These nouns cannot be considered 

as making a class on their o w n ,  i t  i s  very likely that 

they may be grouped with nouns that make up a double class 

gender such as in class 6a in Oku. 

Guthrie (1948:ll-12) explains what gender means wilh regards 

to the principal gender criteria for Bantu languages. ?'he. 

features are listed as follows: 

a) the sign of gender is a prefix, by means of which words 

may be assorted into a number of classes varying roughly 

from ten to twenty 

b) there is a regular association of pairs of genders. In 

addition t o  the two-class genders, there are also one-class 

6 c L , u c A y ,  ....-._ _.._ _ _ _ _ _ _  is sometimes similar to one of the 

. .  



It should be remarked that this i s  not always clear-cut, 



j 9/10  Most animal names, a variety of iiianimates and 

i frequently a few personal nouns. 

13 Frequently diminutives. 

19 Diminutives; when used as a singular, i t  takes its 

plural from one of the common plural classes. 

I 

I 
I 
I 
After analysing the different criteria for noun 

classification, the more reliable criteria for determining 

genders are the systems of affixes and concord elements. As 

a result of these, ltic following Oku genders have been 

identified: 

1 / 2 ,  3 / 4 ,  5 / 6 ,  19/6a, 7 / 8 ,  9 / 1 0 ,  5 / 1 3 .  These are the 6 

paired major (double) genders and gender 1 / 1 3  is the only 

minor (double) gender. As far as single genders are concerned, 

the language has five of them which are: I ,  3 or 8 ,  4 or 5 ,  

I 

6a, 7 ,  and 19 ( 1 ,  3 or 8 ,  4 or  5 because they both share I 
identical prefixes and concord morphemes. Nole thut this makcs 

i t  difficult t o  distinguish one from the other except through 

their context use and pairing that one can idenlify the 

singular c l a s s  1 , 3  and 5 and the plural class 4 and 8). In 

the following sections, the double-class and single-class 

genders will be discussed respectively 

1 

4 . 2  Double-class gender (major) 

Oku has seven major class genders based on the findings of 

this study, most of them corresponding to Proto-Ring 
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'genders. Below i s  a table illustrating t h e  pairing of these 

genders. On the left side of the table we have the singular 

classes and on the right side we have the plural classes. 

'The gender pairs are connected by bold lines 
I 

'regular pairings while the broken (dotted) 

!irregular gender> irregular in the sense that t h e y  are not 
! 

;the main pairs, li<,ice not similar to t h ~  double genders 

!postulated by Weluicrs (19'/ $ :  1 6 6 )  f o r  lite Bantu Languages. 

jThe seven major class genders are as follows: 

/ 

1 

indicating 

lines connect 

1 

1 1 / 2  

3 / 4  

I 5/6 





EY- I 

some body parts and natura 

ab-fin cy-fin feg(s)' 

ab-key cy-k8y ' arm(s)' 
ab-ctiuh cy-chU6 'mouth(s) 

ab-wGn cy-wGn ' body (ies 

Natural Phenomena 

ab-fih cy-fihn Val l e Y S '  

ab-tirn cy-tirn valleys' 

4 . 2 . 3  Gender 5 / 6  [ c y - ,  e - ]  

1 phenomena 

" hills" 

This gender is made u p  of nouns of various origins but  the 

main content is parts of the body. Below are examples. 

cy-shbn e - s b n  'tooth (teeth)' 

cy-ghen e-ghen breast ( s ) '  
I 

cy- sh i2 .  c - s h i z  'eye ( s ) '  

cy-ghhn c-ghtm 'vein(s)' 
I 

cy-gham c-gh8n1 Y h O U  Idel' ( S  ) '  
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4 . 2 . 4  19/6a fe-/am- 



l 
fe-tam am- t a m  

f6-ndio am- n d k  n 

am-sbs 

am-nygk 

I I 
i fe-sGs 
1 
i fe-ny2k 

Household o b j e c t s  

' fruit ( s  1 ' 
' berry(ies)' 

' peeeer(s)' 
' garden egg(s ) '  





k e - t a t k n  a b - t a t a n  ' t a b l e ( s ) '  

ke-kkakkn ab-kaakkn ' l a m p ( s ) '  

Plant related items. 

ke-g i  i a b - g i  i ' grass( es ) '  

ke-yan ab-yiin ' r a f f i a  l e a v e ( s ) '  

I ke-yiioskn ab-yiinskn ' s t a l k ( s ) '  

i k e - t & b l S  a b - t k 8 l S  ' s t e m ( s ) '  

1 ka-mbiy ab-mbi y i t c h y  grass' 

j ke-biln ab-biln ' r i d g e ,  g a r d e n  bed '  

I 

1 

I 

I Natural phenomena 

; k 8 - n j i m j f m  a b - n j i m j f m  s h a d o w ( s ) '  
i I ke- t i lm ab- t am ' c o u n t r y '  
I 1 ke-yiis a b - y h s  ' s p i r i t '  

1 k&-nsen  Sb-nsrrn ' 1 a n d s l  i d e  ( s ) '  

j 
I 
j Animals, birds and insec ts  
I 

! 1 ke- tSk  a b - t  ak ' snai 1' 

i 

k&-ggilmgum S b-r)g cmgilm ' c h i c k e n  hawk' 

kk-ndSs k n  Sb-ndSsGn I c a t e r p i  I lar '  

k&-nch%n 

k & - n c h i s  c r i c k e t s '  
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ab-k6m ' crab(s)' 
k6-og8n ab-ng6n ' owl ( s ) I  

ke- t Bm ab-tBm I elephant(s)' 

ke- t &m 

k6-ngcy 

ke-kCiy ab-k0y ' belt ( s ) '  

4 . 2 . 6 .  Gen :r 9 ( 0 - ,  N-) and 10 ( 0 - ,  -se) 

This gender typically includes most animal names, but also a 

variety of inanimates and a few personal nouns. 



B-bvSy bvfiy-se I goat ( s ) '  

0-bii6 bii6-se ' dog( s ) I 

' A variety of inanimates 

I 

nt2k ntkk-sk I vi 1 lage ( s ) 

mbBk mb&k-sC 1 cloud ( B 

nciim nc hiim- s 6 drum ( s ) I 

i nchhk nchak-sG ' prison ( s ) I  

1 
1 n d i f  nd&f-s6 I thread(s)' 
I 
I nda& 

i 

ndaii-ss ' house(s)' 
1 

/ nd6o ndon-sC I horn(s)' 

1 njon n j on-si. month ( s ) I 

1 nsak nsiik-sB I court case(s)' 
! 
i 

n t urn-sB 

nt6n-se I pot ( 9 )  , bucket ( s  1' 

message ( s  1 '  

Personal nouns 

nsao-sG ' rib(s)' 
nf Bkt B-sh  pastor ( s  1' 

4 . 2 . 1 .  Gender 5/13 [cy-, te -1  

This gender contains a few body Parts. 
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cy-kek te-kSk ' face( s )  ' 
cy-di 1 te-di 1 ' chin(s)' 

cy-chfn te-chfn ' heel ( 5 ) '  

cy-k&f&lit t e-ka fa 16 ' arrnpi t ( s ) '  

cy-1sy te-lay ' knee(s)' 

cy- t i r n  te-tern ' heart(s)' 

cy-tin te-tbn I nave 1 ( s ) '  

CY-YOY te-yay nose(s)' 

Gy-bEy te-bey I 1 iver( s ) '  

Natural phenomena: for example: 

cy-fi2linjon te-fGlinjon ' rainbow(s)' 

Housefold phenomena 

cy-kfsl t e-kfS 1 I latrine(s1' 

cy-kErn te-kern ' bIade(s)' 
c y - k h  te-kin I pipe(s)' 



E y- g hbn 

cy- 1 Grn 

cy-vs 1 

cy-ylif 

te-fGC ' leave ( s ) '  

te-ghi y ' tadpofe(s)' 
tb-ghsghjk ' earthworm( s) ' 
te-gvan 

t e-bi y 

te-bii ' p i t ( s ) '  

te-ghbn ' spear(s)' 
te-lGm ' farm(s)' 
t e-v5 1 

' corpse( s 1 ' 
' kolanut (s)' 

' feat her  ( s  ) '  



_ -  

ab-f6n te-fan ' chief ( s ) '  

ab-kay te-k6y 'unmarried person(s)' 

4 . 4 .  SINGLE CLASS GENDERS 

In Oku very few nouns fall under single class gender. 

Consequently very few classes are regarded as single class 

genders. There are 6 single class genders in Oku. The 

following are the analyses of thes classes and their 

semantic content. The single class genders are: 



ab-f yi f wind' 

ab-gi i ' weeds' 
a b-g h B& ka 'wealth, greatness' 

' ob-chibt6 ' weeding' 
ob-vSs ' fire' 
ab-bwabl2n ' testicles' 

I 

I The above nouns arb considered to fall under 3 types of 

1 single genders because they both have identical prefixes and 
~ 

1 concord elements, hence, it is difficull to distinguish them 
I except by their context of application. 
I 

1 4 . 4 . 2 ,  Gender 4 or 5 [cy-] 
! 

~ Nouns of this gender are mostly abstract and a few elongated 
i 

items and one liquid noun. 

I 

I 

i 
j A b s t r a c t  nouns 
i 

' tiredness' 
i ' cy-bB1 i cy-fiin ' fear' 
cy- ji 1 I movement' 

cy-b6im6 ' belief" 

c y -  jrik ' craziness' 
cy-skn laziness' 
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-Body parts are found *in genders 3 / 4 ,  5 / 6  and 7/8 t 

'-Parts of animal are located in gender 19/6a, 7 / 8  I 

I 

, - A noun like "broom" ke-yt?s/ab-yis and ab-lio/cy-lio are 

I found in genders 7 / 8  and 3 / 4 ,  4 or 5 although according tc 

itheir semantic property, one would expect them to fall in 

,gender 9 (a single-class gender) which contains elongated 
I 

nouns. 

I 
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-Abstract and concrete nouns are indiscriminately found in 

the same single-class gender ( 7 )  

-"Saliva" which is ey-lfL in Oku is a liquid of gender 4 

or 5 which should have been in class 6a ( a  liquid cl 

virtue of their semantic content or property. 

Due to the semantic clustering of nouns, the gender system 

' distinguished semantic-wise tends t o  be relatively unstable, 

, thus rendering no absolute correlation between gender and 

meaning . 

The semantic restructuring of nouns explains why there is a 

morphological restructuring of the language although the 

1 criterion of restructuring seems to be obscured with time. 
I 
I I 
I 

~ 

i 

I 
I 

i 
1 
! 

i i 





0-yii6 yii6-se snake Is)' 

0-biib bii6-se anima 1 ( 9 ) '  

0-bvSy bvsy-se goat ( s ) I  

@-nii n6-s& 

0-ny8m n yhm- s i: 

From the above examples i t  should be noted that when a 

suffix is added to a class 10 noun which does not have a 

nasal prefix, a low or  falling tone in the singular form 

becomes a high tone in the plural. One other observation 

is that the last two nouns bear a low tone whereas the other 

nouns bear a mid tone on the suffix. This might be part1 

explained by the fact that the s bearing a low ton 

suffix all begin with a as the other nouns 

with any consonant. 

-In fluent speech the native elide a vo 

ce. That is, in cases of the vowels is a 

prefix, there is some sort of assimilation that occurs, 

The word final vowel assimilates the V prefix. 

Examples: 

S i i B  a kc --> bh6 kc 'which dog?' 

yGb a kc --> yiib kc ' which snake?' 

\. 

The tonal system for the concordial affixes is more 
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classes in Oku are defined not only by their nominal 

prefixes (e.g. classes 1 ,  2 and 8 have ab- and 4 and 5 have 

CY- as a nominal prefix), but also by concord affixes, 

context of applicati tion in the system 

(i.e. pairing) with r 

In a nutshell, the phonological changes in the development 

aughter reflex (Oku) from he Proto-Ring Grassfields 

rm are less extensive in the concord affixes than in 

the nominal prefixes. 

5 . 1 .  Suggestions for Pu 

This work can serve as a spur  t o  future researchers on 

the Oku language. The work far from being exhaustive has ' ' 
I - ' touched only a small part of the language (noun class I 

therefore feel that the work will serve as a spring board 
I 

future researchers in th 

Even though the w as far as tohes 

8 are concerned we s in order to see if 

there are any tonal alternations in the language. This can 

' therefore form a base from which a researcher on tones may 

expand. Little has also been touched on the syntax of O k u .  

researcher working on the Oku synt will know that an 

* 

I 

adjective, a determinative or a sessive an demonstrative 












