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CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL __ INTRODUCTION 

1 . @  gVERV1E.W 

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t , i o n  s e t s  o u t  t o  s tudy  t,ht:: ! ioun  : l a s s  

syst;:in of Oroko East, a c o a s t a l  language o f  .t,h(. :Irirrow -!antu 

groi;:>. 

i n  t h i s  chap te r ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  be k G : % d  j . . . L j  OK s i x  

s a l i z ; : ~  p o i n t s .  F i r s t , ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and t I i ( e  :>igyrriYi Zance 

o f  t h a  s tudy  w i l l  be e l a b o r a t e d .  T h i s  w i l l  he t s l lowec:  b y  a 

p r e s e c t s t i o n  o f  the scope o f  t h e  work and t h e  inethoci) logy 

employed. The g e o - l i i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the Groko East  

peop ie  w i l l  be examined n e x t  and a f t e r  t h a t ,  at-, e x c e r . i t  o f  

t h e  phonology o f  Orolto Eas t  w i l l  be o u t l i n e d .  The C h  i p t e r  

ends w i t h  a l i n g u i s t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i !  .lr,nguag.-? and 

t h e  genera l  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  work. 

1 . 1 Objec t'ie_s,?_nd ~S.~.g_s_n_i_f_~~a.nceef._t.he~ 2itw? Y . 
1. 1. 1 Q,bjeCt.iie:;. 

-I  is d i s s e r t a t i o n  focuses  on t h e  noun c~ki:;?, :.;yst:e!i. of 

t h e  C!roko East  Language, t h e  main a im be ing  t,o a s s i g ' i  t h e  

v a r i o z s  nouns .in t h c  language t o  t h e i r  approp: - ia te  

morpho log ica l  c l a s s e s  acco rd ing  t o  s tandard  c r - i t e r i a .  As 

such, t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s tudy  w i l l  be ded ica ted  -io a 

c a r e f u l  s tudy  o f  t h e  p r e f i x e s  o f  t h e  nouns. Welmers, W.E. 

( 1973:  1 G O ) ,  s t a t e s  i n  A f r i c a n  L a m i a g e  Structur~:es t h a t  



In any Eai i t i i  ILanguage, a ve ry  l a r g e  num9 
noLln for1r:s can r a a d i  1 y be ana1 y<;zil :!?. 

c o n s i s t i n g  0.; a p r e f i x  and a stem. It i;i 

p o s s i b l e  t o  recogn ise  f r o m  t e n  t o  L 
d i f f e r e n t  p r e f i x e s  i n  a g i v e n  language. 

OroLo East  be-ii:g i Ran-tu language i s  by I iia!. .ire 

t h e r e f o r e ,  expected t o  e x h i b i t  nouns each comDi-;sing a CEPIII  

and 3 ? r e f < r .  such p r e f i x e s  w i  11 c o n s t i t u t e  ~tthc ;;<,re o f  the 

a r . a i y s ' s  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  and se rve  :tc l,he m2,jor 

c i - i  t e : .  i G n  -For :is:: i ' jn i n g  !;tie nouns t o  t h e  i ,: i; ;I c: i: : -, v e 

morL>:i-ic.;ogi-..*l I.' cl:,sss;. 

1 . 1 . 2 .F,i g n i  f i canc~e.~~ ,->~f~-S.&.gdy. 

SL?t l i ing has k e n  dor;e so f a r  on t h e  n o c i r  :I:, 

o f  0rcI:o Eas t .  4s siucl-I, t h i s  s tudy  w i l l  i-i-igiLi i g h t .  7.0tne 

aspeczs o f  t h e  aroico East  noun morphology. Ai 

will a r a v i d e  sonw < n i o r n i a t i o n  L o  l i n g u i s t s  tiopit:'3 ;ti war;.. on 

t h i s  -:i.i:gciage. c i n a l l y ,  t h i s  s tudy  w i l l  hopef!. i l- iy <znc.ou:3ge 

t h e  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  l>i-ocess o f  t h e  Oroko East  ;:~:1lsitage by 

p rov ia - i ny  d s t a  tt1a.l; may be ~ i s f f ~ l  t o  .t,h 

d e s i g n i n g  p r i m e r s  on t h e  language. 

1 . 2 . 7 z.cn_p.&? . 
- i l i i i c .  fa t - ,  Or -o lco  L i s t  has n o t  been s u b , j ~ c :  

. -  Howe'fer ~ .I.. szt-:, i e r  se r i o u  s 1 i ngu i :,t i c des c 1- i p t i on . 
ment?c:- , id,  t h i s  stucl). focuses  on t h e  noun c l n  :;:/sts!n of 

t h e  lzngvage ar ic i  t r ; o t  t h e  phonology as one 

e x p e c ' t : + d  o f  e 1a1:g~i 

1ji igi~:-i::Llc a t t e n t i o n .  T h i s  i s  so because a t  I , ! , ,<  :.,ir;;e c :. 
. .  
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this research, the phonology of Oroko East i:-; receivinr. the 

ar,contion of a mate (Atta Samuel ) .  

In line with the topic, the morphology of the O . E .  

nouns will be analysed. Each noun class w i l l  be anLlysed 

alongside it.s Proto-Bantu (henceforth P .  L?j c,oun'terpart in 

order to establish the relationship between pi-esent day O.E.  

and ?.E. noun classes. 

The concord system will also be treated takins into 

account the occui-ence o f  the nouns with specific set; of 

co:7,cut dial c.lernents when they 

wittl other word categories such 

possessive pronouns, demonstrat 

w? 1 l provide further evidence for 

respective classes. 

(the nourir, i ;ire col lccated 

as numersls, adjeceives, 

ve determiners etc. This 

assigning nouns to their 

Gender and semantic content will also be exam-inec: with 

a \ iew to confirming the morphological classes established 

in earlier sections. 

- 1 .L . .? - Methodology. __ . . 

Data for this study is obtained wi-t,h L h e  use c,? the 

Ebobisse (1991) word list. The corpus is made ~ r p  cf over 

420 words and some phrases collected rii1;I-I the hr.1p of 

informants. The data elicitation procedura consists in 

e;ic<ting direct translational equivalents i n  O r o k o  E ~ s t  of 

the 'items on the word list. The working languages use3 to 

obtzin any information are English and Pidgin English. 

The inspiration for this study was got by readins some 

works crucial in tile study o f  noun class systems of 3antu 
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languages. These include works of linguists lille !-lymar. and 

Vooriioeve, ~ ( 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 1 ) ,  Welmers, W.E, ( 1 9 7 3 1 ,  Stai-icup, 

( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  Wiesemann et al, ( 1 9 7 7 )  etc. They al! accey:. in 

their works that Bantu languages have nouns that c m  De 

analysed as having a stem and a prefix. They a l s o  reccjnise 

the fact that a Bantu language may have about, t?!? to t,,renty 

noun classes. The most vital of the above wo~-l : - :  has been 

that. of Hyman because it provided the P . 9  pref~i:,es tht.; are 

instrumental in the present analysis. 

1 . S GL>o-h ~ .i s tor .i i n  1 ~~ S i tua t i on . 
Zroko East is situated in Meme and Ndian D i . , , i s  oi-:.~ in 

the South West PI-ovince of Cameroon. It is a z , '  , $ 2 ,  r y !arge 

area rmde u p  of four vi 1 lages; Eakundu, €kcinbe, Ibonge 

(found in Meme Division) and Ealue (fouilri in 'Idian 

Divis:on). The people of these villages speak the same 

languz.ge with very insignificant differences kri-lich Cr:) not 

impede mutual intelligibility among the people. This study 

focuses on the Rtikiindu variety principally becaus~-? it 

occup-ies a greater l a n d  area than the other thr 

The main occupation of the people i s  subsiscence 

farming. A few cash crops are also cultivated. The main 

econoniic organ of the place is the Cameroon I-ii.Vf:lC 

Corporation, (C.D.C). 

Historically, oral tradition holds t . h a t  the :roko 

peopls originatd around the great lakes lying b,r,t.ween the 

Nile and the Congo around 400 B.C. The p~mple then 

dispersed into varioas emigrant groups in 6rei.s of the 
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A f r - i c z n  C o n t i n e n t  i i k e  S o u t h e r n  Afr ica ,  E a s t  ;.iTi-ica a n d  a ? l  

over  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a .  E a c h  g r o u p  m o v e d  a n d  s e x t i e d  i n  its 

own area. 

T h e  O r o k o  Eas t  p e o p l e  moved across  t h e  E w a  M o u r . t a i n  

a n d  t o d a y  o c c u p y  t h e  B a k u n d u ,  Mbonge, Ekombe a n d  R a l u e .  

T o d a y ,  a good p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f o u n d  i n  O r o k o  h a v e  

come Froin o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y ,  c j u ' . s i d e  

t h e  S n u t h  West P r o v i n c e .  
- !he f o l l o w i n g  po l  

l o c a t i o n  o f  O r o i t o  E a s t .  

t i c a l  map o f  Cameroon 1 ! i i i s t r a t e  t h e  
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1 . ~  The S o u n d  SvsGeB-of Orolto Ea=. 

. _ .  ~ 
The Ornko F a s t  s o u n d  svstem comprises 2 2  c o n s o n a n t s ,  7 I 

1 

0. E .  consonant phonemes i n c l  ude: 1 
P h c !>erne 0. E . Sai! lpk& LC! Gloss  ~ _- 

b d i  be " l i v e r "  

t,J" (GI?) &<;!I6 "wood ' I  

d d i  i:5ng3 bed" 

., e j 3  "broom" 

rn 

n 

!I 

P 

r 

S 

t 

W 

Y 

B 
3 

" o i  1 '* 

" n a i  1 " 

" w i f e "  

'' c 1 o the "  

wate r I '  

" to t remb 1 e " 

'*cap " 

" t o  d i e "  

"one" 

" c h a i r "  

" c u t 1  ass" 
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1 . 4 . 1 . 1  Consonant Modifications. 

Many consonant sounds in the language are subjected to 

various modifications such as Labialisation and aspiration. 

i )  Labialisation. 

The following consonants are Labialised i n  Crroito E l s t :  

___ Gloss 

' I  wornar, '' 

" f i re" 

"rain" 

"oi 1 " 

'' to 1: i- :,' " 

"to I: i ~! I 

to I ~>,?,.i '- ' " 

. ,, 

' I  c r a t )  " 

ii) &spiratioF. 

The Few consonants aspirated in Oroko E a s t  ir- icludc : 

A s D i  r a t e d  sound . 0 . E .  E x a m  G l o s s  ~~ 

p" 5 I t r a t "  p" 

k h  k h  0 "rat n m ! o "  

+ h  t " j l ]g5  "to c r y "  

I n  t h i s  project, ,  the above modified consori,ints w<,-il be 

considered as singlc :sound.s and not two differem soutlcs. 
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H i g h  

H a l f  H i g h  

1 . 2 .  :i. 2 C o n s o n a n t  C1 usters-.  

.A number o f  words i n  O . E .  b e g i n  w i t h  h o m o r g a n i c  ?mal  

c o n s o n a n t s .  E x a m p i e s  of s u c h  w o r d s  i n c l u d e :  

C o n s o n a n t  C l u s t e r  O.E.  E x a m p 3 3  G l o s s  

/m+b/ m- b 6 r i  " g o a t "  

/ n+d /  fi-dsb " hou c e " 

/0+9/ 6 - g b i  "corn I '  

i 

e 

The  n a s a l  s o u n d s  i n  t h e  a b o v e  e x a m p l e s  bez r  t o n e s .  A s  

s u c h ,  t h e y  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a s  c c n s t i t . i t i n g  

t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  s y l l a b l e s .  I n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  sect . ion,  t h e s e  

s y l l z b i c  n a s a l s  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  n o m i n a l  prc f~ i :<c :s .  

H a l f  low 

L o w  

1.4.: V o w e l s .  

T h e r e  are  7 vov:el phonemes  i n  Oroko East. T h e r 6  are  

t h . r s e  f r o n t  u n r o u n d e d  vowels, t h r e e  b a c k  routndf<(! 3vowel j a n d  

one c r . n t r n 1  v o w e l .  The  f r o n t  v o w e l s  are  h i g h ,  i - i ; i iC  Viigh, 

a n d  h a l f  low. T h e  o n l y  c e n t r a l  vowel  f o u n d  i s  1 o : ~  a n d  

u n r o u n d e d .  T h e  cable  be low i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  above v o w e i s .  

& 

a 

{ F r o n t  I C ' e n t r a l  

T a b l e  1 . 1  

Back 
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- i h e s e  v o w e l s  can b e  seen i n  t h e  following .!orcis: 

G l o s s  

" b i  rd"  

wood " 

" p 1 a n t a  i n " 

I '  c a t  'I 

" o d o u r "  

" s p o o n  " 

" c u t l a s s "  ' 

1 . 4 . 3  T o n e s .  

T h e  O.E. l a n g u a g e  h a s  h i g h ,  m i d ,  l o w  a n d  r.ont,our  ones. 

['I H i g h  tone  

[ - I  mid t one  

[ ' I  L o w  t o n e  

ng tone 

i ng tone .  

E x a m p l e s  o f  w o r d s  w i t h  t h e s e  t o n e s  a r e :  

G l o s s  ~. 

" c a p  " 

" t o  c r y "  

" t o  d i e "  

" corn  '' 

' I  c a t  
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1 . 4 . 4  S y l l a b l e  Stj.-ucture 

T h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  will be f<>i.tnd i r ;  t h e  

n o m i n a l  p r e f i x e s  and t h e  stems a f t e r  a ~ c ~ , t - s ~ u l  s t u d y  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  combinat ions.  

I n  t h e  n o u n  p r e f i x e s ,  t h e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r s  i s  m z . j e  u p  

of e i t h e r  t h e  p s a k  w i t h  a p r e c e d i n g  c o n s o n a n t  o r  i h c  p e a k  

e l o n s .  Some c o n s o n a n t s  c a r r y  tone .  T h e s e  at-e s y l  Iab ic  

n a s a l s  w h i c h  are c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  work as t,he n u c l e ' i s  of  

s y l l a b l e s .  E x a m p l e s  o f  n o u n  p r e f i x e s  w i t h  tht2; P i  sy:lable 

s t r L! c t I! re i fic 1 u d e  : 

bb- 

mir- 

d i  - 

ni&- 

db- 

E:iamp!es o f  riocin p r e f i x e s  w i t h  t h e  i' s t t - i i c t u r . r ~  o n l y  

i n c l  c d c  : 

8- 

i- 

E:;amples of n o u n  p r - ? f i x e s  w i t h  t h e  - i l  s t r u c t u r e  

i n c l u d e :  
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The stems o f  che nouns w i l l  t hen  have j u s t  t h e  C:' o r  

CVC. For i ns tance :  

d i  -s3og9 " t e e t h  " 

h-dhb house '' 

1 . 5 -6-i ngu i s t ~ ~ ~ ~ . . . ~ l ~ ~ ~ . s ~ ~ c . ~ . ~ i p n  

Oroko East  f a 1  1s ui ider t h e  Niger-Kord~,-FR!?iCin 1at:qiage 

f a n i j i y  f o l l o w i n g  Greenberg's c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Greenberg 

ide t : t . i f ies  f o u r  tmjor language farni l i e s  : c z r  i.iir: b,i:-ican 

Conti;:ent which inc.1 tide: 

1. i~ i iger-- i r .ordofaniat l  

2 .  N i 1 o-Saharan 

3 .  GFroas ia t i c  

4. Ibil3isan 

\ c c o r  d 

language o 

ng to l 4yn ia t i ,  1 9 7 3 ,  Oroko East i s  3 c c a s t a l  

t h e  E q u a t o r i a l  Narrow Bantu g r o ~ p .  It. i s  a 

B a n t o i  d Bantu 1 anguage under t h e  Benue-Congo i an?iuage zone 

w h i c h  i s  a sub-group o f  t h e  Niger-Congo sub--fz;inily G' t h e  

N iger -Kordo ian ian  m s j e r  language f a m i l y .  

Gwthrie, (13481,  \.!elrners, ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  Greenberg '1363, 1370,  

1 9 7 4 ) ,  and Wi l l iamson,  ( 1 9 7 1 )  a r e  those wlho i h ~ v e  be?n so 

i ns t rumen ta l  i n  t l h c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of A f r i c a n  lanc.:.iages 

thoush they  have o i t w  been i n  disagreement w i t h  tL,e v;.!-ious 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
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G u t h r i e ,  n s s i g n s  o .E .  u n d e r  t h e  A l :  YJI- I - -~~GIJ: , .  k 

emko5 

Campo 

class 

N i  g~?r- l (o  

N i g e r  

Benue  

Bar 

B.Z 

bi a r I- c 

E c i  u a  t o  r 

dof a n i  a n  

Congo 

Congo 

a i d  

t U  

B a n t u  

a 1  B a n t u  
I 
i Coastal B a n t u  

I 
i 

Oroko 

roko  West 

i ; t \ j i t ;  ? . z  

"At l a s  Lin9yj22t&ue du Cameroun" semis. to pros,  ;de a 

p l a u s i b l e  c l a s s i f i c s t i o n  o f  O r o k o  Eas t .  i iccordi i ' lg  t( i t ,  

O . E .  i a l l s  u n d e r  z o n e  6 o f  Cameroon l a n g u a g e s .  T h i : .  zone 

es t h e  l a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t :  *;:-om L i ;  3e t o  

a n d  i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d s .  T h e s e  5 ? lar,;;iiages 

-Tied by G u t l i r i e  i n t o  t h e  g r o u p s  ;:!O, A 2 a  alld A:.'C a n d  
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they a r e  called lundu-balcng, duala and bube-!--enga. See 

maps cn p a g e s  IS and (6 ) 
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1 . 6  - 9 u t l i n e  of k{o;k_. 

C h a p t e r  1 w h i c h  i s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  chap . l e r .  d i s c . i s s e s  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  anti s c o p e  of t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  

geo-h  i s t o r i  c a l  s i  t t i a t i  on a n d  t h e  1 i n g u i  s t i  c c i  ?.ssi f i  c; i t ion 

o f  0 . E .  The o u t l i n i ?  o f  t h e  work e n d s  t h i s  secLi(8ri. 

I n  c h a p t e r  2 ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  

noun c l a s s e s  is done. 

I n  c h a p t e r  3 ,  a t t e n t i o n  is  f o c u s e d  o n  t*i-le c o t j c o r d  

s y s t m  o f  0. E .  

C h a p t e r  4, t r e a t s  t h e  g e n d e r  a n d  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t . .  

C h a p t e r  5 e m b o d i e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  p r o p . > s a l s  

f o r  T u r t h e r  research o n  O r o k o  East. 
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CI-!APTER T W O  

2 . 0  INTRODUCTION. 

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  Oroko E a s t  noun c l a s s e s  w i l  I be 

d i scussed  w i t h  much a t t e n t i o n  focused on t h e  noun p r e f i x e s .  

The p e c u l i a r  f e a t u r e s  o f  each c l a s s  w i l l  be 2::amine-1 i n  

d e t a i l  and t h e  p r e f i x  a l l omorphs  and t h e i r  d i s t r i & t i o n  

presented.  

T a l k i n g  about  noun c l a s s ,  Welmers, W . E ,  ( 1 9 7 3 : i E O ) ,  

commenLs t h a t :  

Idany noun sterns w i  11 be found commonly w i  t,h 
two o f  these  p r e f i x e s ;  such a p a i r  i s  
o r d i n a r i l y  . s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l .  Some s tcns 
may occu r  wit.h o n l y  one p r e f i x ;  t h e w  a r e  
usual  1 y mass nouns, a b s t r a c t s  and o t h e r  zypes 
f o r  which  enumerat ion i s  i r r e l e v a n t .  111 

a d d i t i o n ,  some stems mey be found,  a t  l e z c t  
f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  more than  t w o  
p r e f i x e s ,  t h i s  v a r i e t y  i s  l i k e l y  t o  r e f l e c t :  
semant ic d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  numtic:r. 

Def in . ing a noun c l a s s ,  blalcolm G u t h r i e  ( i ? C ? / ' 7 1 : i ' i )  on 

t h e  o t h s r  hand says t i i - a t  i t  i s  "one of t h e  dist.inc::. pat;erns 

o f  p r e . f i x  agreement -,n .the language i n  questi:.:i!." T h i s  

d e f i n t L i o n  focuses more on concord between t h e  ni;ii:! i l n t  i t s  

s a t e l l i t e s .  

Fo:lowing t h e  above v iews,  a noiin c l a s s  i n  f i r o k ~  East  

may be d e f i n e d  as n group o f  words t h a t  d i s ~ i n ~ u i s h  

themsei\.es i n  t h e  Orokc; East language by a common ;,!-efi : and 
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by tils fact that they provoke an identical patter1 o f  

agree:iient when used with noun satel 1 i 'l-,e::, . in  1 ~irger 

constructions. 

The prefix o f  the n o u n  w i l l  be used as t i l e  poi!-, ., of 

focQs 1'3r the analysis i n  this chapter. These noun pre:ixes 

will be given a sort of synchronic and diachronic stud! in 

the Analysis. A diachronic study o f  the pi-z~iixec will 

embody the historical evolution o f  the prc : f  i:*es from 

Prot.0-Bantu to Oroko East while a synchroilic s t u d y  will 

exawia? how the prefixes change from one 'langti;.;~c to the 

other in the same languags group as Oroko East. 

2.1 Qro!<o East Noun Classes. 

Oroko East has 1 2  distinct noun classes. S m e  of Lhese 

classes portray morphological alternants some 0 - F  which can 

be explained phonologically. The following singitlar cl isses 

are jdsntified: 1 ,  3, 5 ,  7, 9 ,  and 1 9  whilc: i.hQ [:)iura1 

classes include 2 ,  4 ,  6 ,  8 ,  10, and 13. 

2.  1 . 3 ~- r~_e l r_ i_a_~ f_o r~ .~ t~e . r rn i  n~n_g_,y.ok.~_E.ast...Nou!-; ~C I asse~.:. . 

The morphological criteria generally used in the :study 

o f  noun morphology in Bantu languages will b i .  uss:! in 

analysing and classifying Oroko East nouns. These  cri'eria 

i ncl u d s  : 

- the form o f  the noun prefixes 

- gender- 
- nouns and their concord~al elements (cf Ebude,  1-t . iO; 
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The P.B. p r e f i x e s  w i l l  be j ux taposed  w i i , l i  tho:.,.? o f  

Oroko Eas t .  The P . 5 .  p r e f i x e s  may n o t  be i d e n t i x i 1  w i t . : ?  a l l  

t h e  Oralto Eas t  p i - e i i s e s  bu.t, s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i l l  iii? i'ound when 

they  a r e  j ux taposed .  The P.B.  p r e f i x e s  used tierc a r e  chose 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by H y m a n  (1980a:182)  f o r  t h e  c o a s t a l  3an tu  

1 anguntlcs. 1 

2.2 Noun P r e f i x e z .  

In t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  each noun c lass  w i l l  be aiialys-zd i n  

d e t a i l .  The Oroko Eas t  p r e f i x e s  w i l l  be ju>:~taI:ased w i t h  

t h e  co r respond ing  P . R .  p r e f i x e s  and some o f  t h e  i>i-ir;nol<?-jical 

changes w i  1 ? be e x p l  ai tied. 

2 . 2 . 1  C lzss  1 .  

-. i i i e  P . B .  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  1 i s  0- w h i l e  i n  fi:.r:i:o Gast, 

t h e r e  a r e  2 p r e - f i x e s  which a r e  0- and bo-. Tht:-;ri p r e - ' i x e s  

mark tP!e s i n g u l a r  forms o f  t h e  nouns. Examples o i  :ouns 

hav ing  these p r e f i x e s  a re :  

woman '' 

" w i -Fe 

" c h i  I d "  

" j i gger" 

" n a i  1 I '  

"ha? r - s c a f f "  

'*  t r ee I' 

"med i c i ne " 



b&-pSri " w i ves"  

b$-n:.. " h,- b, j q.7 " 
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" s t I-angs r s " 

"jiggers" 

"nai 1s" 

"hai r-scaffs" 

"women I' 

2,s seen i n  ths above examples, the P.9 P I:i;rf:!?rfles b in 

0 . 5 .  T h i s  chmgte involves a omsonan?: ::I.rengr.;,+ning 

process .  There i s  also a vowel deletion p r o c e s s .  These 

chati$es niay be c a p t c r r e d  b y  the following phonz lc>y ica l  r i.:les: 

Thn language disallows a sequence o f  two 'v'.>wels 

consequently, O n e  OF the vowels has to be d e ! o t o d  in s r d e r  

to h3ve only one /a /  in the words beginning w i t h  / a / .  

A prose statement involving r u l e  2 will be; 3 bilzSia: 

voiced fricative becomes a bilabial voiced s t o p  at word 

initial position. It is possibly a contszt: f r e e  ! - u l e .  

k Rule 3 states that. ,/z/ is deleted when it ~rec,c<cl~:~.:, ,la,' 

sample derivation in\.,olving the rules w i  1 1  be: 

U.R %ii R a  + tata i k t k  rCa i- a t n n i  #$ I  

R 2  ba-tata 

R3 h :-i-- 21 tn n i 

S . R .  [bkt$ta] ib5tSni 1 
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2 . 2 . :  Class  ... __ 3 .  

T h e  P . 6  p r o f i r  f o r  c lass  3 i s  rnb- w t ? i i ; i  i t s  O . E .  

c o u n t e r p a r t s  31-e m5-, m i l - ,  a n d  rnw . Example:; ;.i n o u n s  w i t h  

t h e s e  p r e f i x e s  a r e  : 

nb-!:i -i 

m6-t; I \ &  

ma- k6:- i 

m6-!t3ri 

mir-lt5 t i  i 

mh-mbG 

mw-i+ 

mir-n,? 

mru-5.1; 2 5  

mir-pi re 

" p 1 a n t  a i n " 

I' pot a t o  " 

' I  mount a i  n ' I  

" r o p e "  

" s o n g  

" l i p "  

" f i r e "  

" d o o r "  

"kerne l  " 

"soi  1 " 

- i!ie P . B  p ref ix  e : ; l? ib iLs  a back h a l f  h i g h  r c ~ ~ , l ( ! c : d  ,'owe1 

w h i l e  t h e  O . E .  p r e f i x e s  e x h i b i t  b a c k  h a l f h i g l ?  s n i 3  back h i g h  

r o u n d e d  vowels. These c h a n g e s  can be C Z I ~ ' : ~ , I . J ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ !  h:i t h e  

f o 1 1 m i  ~i ng p h o n o  1 u g  i c a 1 I' u 1 es  : 

R4: o - > u/c-+ 

R 5 :  c -~ > w/c-v 

T i le  mw- p r e f i x  i s  a r e s u l t  of d e s y l 1 a b i f i c ; i t i o n  . r h i l e  

t h e  rnG- i s  a s  a r e s u l t  of vowel raising. 

, 
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+syl? __ > -syll 
-h igh - > +high/-  + 

Kords w i t h  t h e  mw- p r e f - i x  a r e  not, fi-equ(::n~r, i r :  t h e  

1 anguagi'. 

2 . 2 . 4  Glass 4. 

C l a s s  4 i s  t h e  p l ~ i r a l  of c l a s s  3 .  Ths P . e  p r e f i , :  f o r  

t h i s  cl~ss i s  m& w h i l s  the 0 . E  p r e f i x  has rno r :~ i - i c l i~ i ca l  

a l te rn 'an ts .  These a r e  m&- and m i - .  The P.8 pre.i.i;< me- a l s o  

found i r i  O . E .  i s  chanij ing t o  mi-. With t i m e ,  prohnaly, m e -  

w i l l  d icnppear  r ,omplc! t . r : ly  giving w a y  t,o m i  1 1 1  ct?<.. next ,  

chap te r  ~ some evidence w i  1 1  be prov- ided t o  accc)ollt. fc r -  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  nouns w i t h  t h e  m&- and m i -  prefix:ci:; a r +  t h e  

p l u r a l s  o f  c l a s s  3 .  

Examples o f  nouns w i t h  these p r e f i x e s  a r e :  

' I  son g s  

'* p 1 a n t  a i n s " 

' " po ta toes "  

- 
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I'  d o o r s  

" s o i l s "  

T h e  p h o n o 1 c q i c : i l  c h a n g e  from in&- Lo ti',! . IU):I>' tie z a p t u r e d  

b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e .  

R E :  e - > i,'c-+ 

A f r o n t  h a l f  h i g h  un rownded  vowel  .be:i;(irn:i.::, n f r ) n r ,  h i g h  

u t i r o u n d e d  vowel  a t  morpheme b o u n d a r y  when i.1: pre  :edes a 

consonan t .  A s a m p l e  d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  I - u i e   ill b e :  

L o o k i n g  a t  t-ules G and 4 ,  o n e  n o t i c e : ;  t ! l : t i ,  

g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  i n  O . E .  t o  ra i se  low p r c f  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  a l o n g  w i t h  e v i d e n c e  from o t h e r  c 

two r u l e s  c a n  t . l l L t s  be c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  i.hc; 

g e n e r a l i s e d  vowel  r a i s i n g  r u l e :  

R ? :  -!-iigh - > +high/c--+ 

t h e ! - e  i s  a 

x : o w e l s .  

a s s ~ ? s ,  t h e  

f o :  l o w i n g  

T h i s  r u l e  c l a ims  t h a t ,  a low vowel  becorncs l i . igt~l G i e n  i t  

p r e c e d e s  a morpheme b o u n d a r y  and fol  l o w s  a cGrisoi-i;:tlt. 
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2 . 2 . 5  Class 5 

T h e  P . B  p r e f i x  f o r  c3ass 5 i s  l&- w h i l e  t,he Q . E .  [ r e f i x ,  

is c;i- . E x a m p l e s  of n o u n s  w i t h  t h i s  p r e f i x  inc !ude:  

"ear" 

hard " 

'' h u t  t o c k  '' 

"knee"  

" t o o t h  " 

'' itri i f e 

In t h i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  d e n t a l  a l v e o l a r  l . a te ! -n i  s o u ~ d  / l /  

becon:es t h e  d e n t a l  a l v e o l a r  v o i c e d  s t o p  /d / .  T h e r e  is  a l so  

a d i f f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  vowel h e i g h t .  ,a h a l f  h i g h  

u n r o u n d e d  vowe l  b e c o m e s  a f r o n t  h i g h  u n r o u n d e d  ,vowel. The 

f o l l o w i n g  p h o n o l o g i c a l  ru les  c a p t u r e  t h e  p h o n o l . , g i c a l  

c h a n g e s  n o t e d  a b o v e :  

R 8  : 1 -' , d/%- 

R ? :  - h i g h  - > + h i g h / c - t  

A s a m p l e  d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e s e  chanq!es  > # ) i l l  ~ e :  

U.R s:k l e  + t o y 1  #$t  

R D :  de- t o y  i 

R l :  d i - t o y i  

S . R  Cdi t 6 y i l  
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The change from / 1 /  to /d/ word-initially leaves one 

with the impression that the language disailows +cont sounds 

at word-initial position. This is given more credibi:ity by 

R 2  in which word-initial D changes to b-.  In this light, 

tiis i o 1  lowing general isad consonant strengtkic;n ing rul,.; wi 1 1  

t 2 k e  care of rules 2 and 8 .  

2 . 2 . 6  C l a s s  6 .  

The ?E prsiix for this class (rn5-1 c:orrc:sponds t o  the 

0 . 5 .  prefix. This is the plural class not. oiiiy of .:lass 5 

bcc equally of class 1 nouns having the p r e f i x  bo- ari.! a few 

clnss 9 nouns. Exanples of nouns with the ~'1a:s.s 5 prefix 

rnR- are: 

"e a r s " 

" trees " 

'' hands " 

" fences " 

" b 1 ood " 

" knees I '  

" b, I t  toc k!; " 

" teeth " 

Having posi:rid a generalised vowel ra~!rsit-,2 rule; ( R : 7 ) ,  

one would have expected the vowel he,ight c;f I:.:: to change 

but this is iiot the case. This is howevct- co:-,.: iderf.5 as an 

. 
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e x c n o t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  f r e e  vowel r a i s i n g  rh.i1e p o s i t e d  

e a r l i e r .  W i t h  t i m e  /a /  w i l l  p robab ly  chanyic: v,o one o t h e r  

+hi si-i vowel. 

2 . 2 . 7  Class 7 .  

The PB pre-Fix -For c l a s s  7 i s  Ite- w h i l e  t l?e $ . E .  c, ; -e f ix  

i s  P - .  Examples o f  nouns w i t h  t h i s  p r e f i x  ini.I i i i i i-:: 

" b o t t  1 e " 

" c;h a i r " 

" shoe '' 

" f r i end " 

a i  r '* 

" m i r r o r "  

" j u j u " 

" bask e t  " 

" c 1 o t he " 

From t h e  examples, i t  i s  n o t i c e d  that.  word L i t i a l  

v o i c s l e s s  v e l a r  s top i s  d e l e t e d .  Rule 9 below c.nr.ttures t h i s  

d e l e t i  on process : 

R10: k - > m / # -  

A sample d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  r u l e  w i l l  be: 



U . 9  S #  ke + p o s i  # f  

R 9 :  e-posi 

S.R [ & p 6 s i ]  

From t h e  ganera l  behaviour  o f  p r e f i x  ~.'o\cc:ls, i t  i s  

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  w i t h  t i m e ,  w i l l  change t o  j.-. 

2 . 2 . 8  C l a s s  9 .  

The P.B p i -e f ' ix  f o r  c l a s s  8 i s  13;- w h i l e  'i:.Ii;> 0 . E  ( : -ef ix 

i s  b k - .  Examples  o f  words w i t h  b6- in 0.E are:  

" b o t t  1 es  " 

" c i i a i  r s "  

" shoes " 

" f r i e n d s "  

" w i nds " 

" m i r r o r s "  

" j CI j us " 

" baske ts  

" c l o t h e s "  

There i s  a grat?ual change f rom P . 0  t o  0 . E .  T:>e !3 

becomes b- w h i l e  t h e  / i - /  becomes / e / .  R!3 brhich i :  t h e  

consonant s t r e n t h e n i n g  r u l e  c a p t u r e s  t h e  photl<j loi l  i c a l  c;,lange 

f rom i n /  t s  /b/ wkiils t h e  change From /i/ t o  / c /  I:J cor-i.:rary 

t o  R 7 .  Here aga in ,  one would have expected /i/ 't.o rnei.:tain 

i t s  s t a t u s  as a h i g h  vowel b u t  t h i s  is n o t  s o .  May be t h i s  

vowel w i l l  one day m a i n t a i n  i t s  h e i g h t  a g a i n .  k f r o n x  h i g h  



r 
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unrounded vowel becomes a f r o n t  h a l f  h i g h  vow61 it. rnor3heme 

boundary. 

R10: i - > e/-+ 

4 sample d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  r u l e  w i l ?  h e  

U.R G $  B i  + posi #*F  

R10 Reposi 

A S  bepos i 

S.F; CDt'p6si 1 

N6.  T l i i s  except io ,? daes n o t  des t roy  t h e  vowel t-7:isinr r u l e  

d iscussed e a r l i e r - .  

2 . 2 . 0  Class 9 .  
- the P . B  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s  9 i s  n6- w h i l e  t,l-,;zl; af 0. : :  has 

morpho log ica l  a l t e r n a n t s .  These a l t e r n a n t s  a r e  G - ,  I;-; and 

m-. Most l y  uncountable n o m s  have t h e  0- p r e f i x .  E r z - a p l e s  

o f  t io~ ins w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  9 p r e r i x e s  a re :  

" s t u p  i d i t y " 

'. spoon '. 

" p l a t e "  

" ineat '' 

" snake " 

" sand *' 

"t,obacco" 
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h- j6  

n-jC!<G 

ij- g-5 

6-gb5  "dog" 

" c h i mp a n 2 ee " 

" e 1 e ph a n t  " 

'' 1 i on " 

b C)t : -. 1 '.goat" 

fi-dsp " h o u s e  '* 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  O . E .  e x a m p l e s ,  ne -  whic: t -  i s  tilt P . 6  

Y b e  p r e f i x  is r e a l i s e d  as C Y - .  The  c h a n g e  f r o m  I K -  KJ c>- 

captured by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e .  

. .  
v 2 

' c 1 
> c7/--+ : I R 1 1 :  ne - 

,- .I 

,4 s a m p l e  d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  r u l e  i.,i I i ?,* 

U . R  % %  ne + t a n d a  * 4t 

R 1 1  t a n d a  

S . R  [t,8nditl 

The  d e r i v a t i o n  of 0 . E  n o u n s  w i t h  t h e  n- p r e f - i ~ .  i n v i ~ : l v e s  

t h e  i o 1  l o w i n g  p roc  sses. T h e r e  is f i r s t  / c j  ( J c : ] p t , i ( > j ' :  a n d  

secondly a c h a n g e  f r o m  / n /  t o  / n / .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  

phonolosical r u l e s  w i l l  c a p t u r e  t h e  c h a n g e :  

R12: i' ----> O/C- 

R 1 3 :  n ---> n/+  
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A sample d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  abcve t-ul.:s w i l l  be: 

U.R % $  ne i ama $ #  

R 1 2 :  n- ama 

R 1 3 :  p-ama 

S.R [ p -&m5]  

There i s  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  change f rom ne- ( P o )  t o  t h e  

syllabic nasal  m- ( 0 . E ) .  Four r u l e s  can he pos . i t ed  f o -  t h e  

der iva t , ion  o f  t h e  @.E p r e f i x e s .  

R 1 4 :  t?e __ > N/#- 

R 1 5 :  N __ > n/- { ~ d }  

R 1 6 :  Tu - > n/- 9 

R l i :  2 - > m/- h i l a h i a l s  

These ru l e s   cat^ be con. f la ted  i n t o  one ( j ( ; t t ( : r  <.ti (uie.,  

t h a t  is, t h e  homorganic nasa l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  process.  

?n/-  a l v e o l a r s  / 
R18: ~<->n/- ve 1 a r s  

\m/- b i l a b i a l s  

A sample d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  f o u r  r u l e ?  v i 1 1 1  le: 

U.R S* ne + dah #It- ne +- 93 # #  ne f b o r i  # #  

R14: R-dab m-g3 N-bor i  

R 1 5 :  n-dab __ __I 
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m- bor  i 

[hdab] [is51 [ k b b r i ]  

R 1 7 :  ~ 

S . 2  

The nouns w i t h  t h e  homorganic nasals are  w , : ; t l y  blames 

of an imals .  

2 . 2 . i O  Class 19. 

] - h i s  c l a s s  i s  l o g i c a l l y  t h e  p l u r a l  cl:>:.~. i;f c i - i s s  3 

noun:'.. oj' c : ~ : : s s  n 
which a r e  0-, J Y ,  and R - .  The P . B  p r e f i x e s  o f  :.:;:~.ss :.) are 
1:- a: id nB- .  07 
t h e  O . E .  nouns. The examples o f  noulls ;.,it!-: t h e  s a i d  

p r e f i x e s  are :  

The p l u r a l  i ' r i f f . i xos  a r e  the same p r t i t . 8 1 .  

The 1 7 -  i s  not a t t e s t e d  i n  any r ; l i ~ r ' z t l  for.:) 

" dus t  " 

" s t,up i d i t y ' 

' ;I 100 I1 ,:, " 

" p l a t e s "  

" me a t  '' 

"snakes " 

"sand" 

" tobacco"  

"houses" 

" 1 i o n s "  

gon t. s I '  

.. . 

" o 1 ephan t s  '' 

"dogs" \ \  
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The p h o n o l o g i c a l  r-uleii p o s i t e d  f o r  . the  i . ic:ri ' /aticti of 

0 . E  c la s s  9 tioclils e q u a l l y  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  t i ; ? r , i . i a t i on  c f  0 . E  

c1?.ss 10  n o u n s .  

2 . 2 . 1 1  Class 1 3 .  

T h e  P.B p r e f i x  f o r  t h i s  cla:?s i s  t6- ',ii-,~IlC- t h s  0 . E  

p r e i l x  i s  db-. E x a m p l a s  o f  0 . E  n o u n s  ?:i:.i-i t h i s  !:p,.efix 

i r,c-! ride : 

R l 9 :  t - > d/a-  

A sample der-ivr.';ion i n v o l v i n g  t h e  above r u l r  w i  1: JS: 



U.? is:: t o  -b nc #i: 

R l ? :  do- I>& 

S.R Cd6nc 

2 .  :1. 13 Cj.as-s. .l.9.. 

The P .5  prei ' iu for t h i s  class i s  p i -  ~LG:-I~:  , .  I +  j t r  0 . E  

csv t i  t i3 r p a  r t 

C.E a re :  

i s  i-. Examples of nouns w-itl: t,i-lc. i p r e - f i x  i n  

"f inger" 

' I  fl y "  

"wood 

I'wasp '- 

" d r II m " 

" h i  r d "  

" c u t 1  ass'  

- the d e r i v a t i o n  o f  0.E nouns w i t h  t h e  i -  pt-+h;< ircolves 

t h e  d e l e t i o n  s f  a voiceless b i l a b i a l  s top n L  h - , , r d - i r , i t i a l  

position. The chnrrgri from pi- t o  i -  can be < . : t ; 1 V ~ 8 r ~ - ! c i  h y  t-.l-,e 

f a  1 \ ow ing  phot ic  I ~g : ciil r u l e  : 

A sample  d e r i v a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t,he above ru i ln  w i l l  be 



F 
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r! . :1 i " i o u  r " 

T h e  t a b l e  below i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c o n c o r d  m',rr)hemes when 
t h e  n u m e r a l  i s  used w i t h  t h e  n o u n  

G l o s s  o n e "  

. . .  
19  1 - k 1  1 - y 3 1 < 3  j " f l y "  

_ _ -  

me-  b i  

m3- be 

d6 - 1 ii I C ,  

m - n ;  

in i - ri i 

-__  - 
do-11; 

. ... 
....... 



- 40 - 

As t a b l e  3 . 1  r e v e a l s ,  t h e  elements t h a t  inark c i n c o r d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  n u m e r a l  "one" a n d  s i n g u l a r  n o u n s  art:: 

19 
T a b l e  3.11 

C o n c o r d  Morpheme 
, m- 3 

m6- 

d i  - 
Q- 
p-3' 
.c 
1 -  

I t  can b e  o b s e r v e d  from t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  t h a t  t h e  form of 

t h e  concord morpheme c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  n o u n  c l a s s .  

The  e x a m p l e s  b e l o w  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  c o n c o r d  morphemes t h a t  

mark a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  n o u n s  a n d  t h e  n u m e r a l  "one" .  

.- C L  Exa.mnie m0.s.s 
1 )  1 o - t i t 5  m-5lt3 "one f a t h e r "  

2 )  3 m a -  It3 t i  i m- y 3  It5 "one s o n g "  

3 )  5 d i - t b y i  di-yjkj " o n e  ear"  

4 )  7 8 - p b s i  e - y S k 5  "one b o t t l e "  

5 )  9 in-bbri  p-3k5 " o n e  goat"  

6 )  1 9  i - k i  i - y 5 l 6  " o n e  f l y "  

The elemenLs t h a t  m a r k  c o n c o r d  b e t w e e n  the  numGra l s  

two, t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  a n d  p l u r a l  n o u n s  a re :  



- 41  - 

I CL 1 Concord Morpheme 

T s b l e  3.111 

The f o r m  o f  t h o  concord morpheme sr;i 1 1  l . t l ~ i t W J C ; : ,  w i  I.?, the 

nouii c l a s s  p r e f i x .  The examples below h i g h l i g h t  t h e  ccncord 

morphemes t h a t  mark agreement between t h e  no:rns and t h e  

numerals " t w o " ,  " t h r e e "  and " f o u r " .  

- C L  -. Ex arnp2-e G1 oss .~ 

1 )  2 b5- t2 t3  bii- bE " two  f a t h e r s "  

2 )  4 m6-Ic5iii mB- 15115 " t h r e e  songs" 

3 )  6 mB-toyi mh-ni " f o u r  e a r s "  

4) 8 b&.-pbsi be-bk " two b o t t l e s "  

5 )  10 k1-b6r i  m i - l a16  " t h r e e  g o a t s "  

6 )  13  db-ki d6-ni " f o u r  f l i e s "  

o t i l y  the c a r d i n a l  numbers  and not o r d i n a l  tiumbf::.:,. 

The  tones on the concord rnorphemes e:,Tr.rl 1L:iotugh h i  gkI 

unl.ii-..? t h e  nominal flret-ix t onos  which a r e  l o w  ::irk? ~j,tst ~ O I -  a 

s t y i 5 : : t i c  e f f e c t .  ant? n o t  a semant ic one. 
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3 .1  . 2  P o s s e s s i  ve.-P.-onouns ( Poss )- 

' The f i r s t ,  s e c o n d  and t h i r d  p e r s o n  posses5 Ives  

( s i n g i i l a r  a n d  p l i i r a l )  W i l l  be used i n  t h i s  ; i % c t i o n .  T h e  

table! below i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  u s e  o f  the posses::.i'i~-: '+r-it2h >ouns 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  ttw v a r i o i i s  classes. 
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;mi-mbi imd-b2 ime-yi  ima-su I !  iiii- r i  b i  
",w3t e r '' 

T a b l c  3.IV 

Table 3 . V  

c 1- 
1 

,7 '. 

3 

4 

5 

E 

7 

9 

10 

1 3  

19  

G ii 

C o n c o r d  Morpheme 

6wa- 6 w e -  

Ybk-  i b e -  

imwa-,  inw&-, 

< m&- 

i l k -  i y k -  

G y k -  

i b h - ,  i b &  

B y $ -  BW6- 

B y a -  6re- 

Tda- ire- 

iy& ;ye- 

id- i m 6 -  

I n  O r o k o  East, p o s s e s s i v e  p r o n o u n s  may i:ii I i c ~  pt- :cede 

or  ?el low t h e  possessed n o u n .  H o w e v e r  ~ :~ : :cot -d~n to 

infot-rnation ga the red ,  many s p e a k e r s  p re fe r  t o  [IO:; i t i o r :  the 

pror>euris b e f o r e  t,he p o s s e s s e d  n o u n .  
- : h e r e  a re  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  v a r i a n t s  f o r  t ! - ;e  c r ; ~ . , c o r d  

morphemes o f  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  p r o n o u n s .  A 1  so, I:!?crc- a re  
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chang~??s  from t h c  noi i t i  p r e f i x e s  t o  t h e  c o n c o r d  m i i r  ;,tlcrrc:?, . A 

g e n e r a t i v e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  c o m e  O l J t  w i t h  

p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  

?lis tone  o n  t h e  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  of t h e  protn<,\in i s  % ; w a y s  

low :<bile t h e  n e x t  s y l l a b l e ,  w h i c h  i s  o f t e n  the co: ;cord 

morpheme b e a r s  a h i g h  t o n e .  

3 .  I . 3  Demonstrative Pronoun ( D e m )  

T h e  O r o k o  East d e m o n s t r a t  

p u r p o s e  of t h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e :  

- n e a r  s p e a k e r  ( t 4 . S )  /-ng-/  

v e  p r o n o u n s  e l  i r; I ?,(.:;~j f o r  t h e  

t h i s / t h e s e "  

- naat- l i s t e n e r  ( N . L )  / -cho/  " t h a t / t h o s e "  

- fat. away .froni t t i v  clpeclker (F.S) /-nQ/ 

For p u r p o s e s  o f  s i m p l i c i t y ,  o n l y  t h e  "near-. c . p ~ : a k ~ s r '  arld 

" f a r  clway" from s p ~ : ~ i k e r "  ( l [ ? m o ~ i ~ ; t , r ~ i - , i v ~ ~  w i 11 I,(: i,..,i::;. 

The d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  1 a n g u a g e  co: is i  :;t of t h e  

c a n c c r d  morphem;? T o 1  lowed by / -og-/  f o r  " t h 1  

/ -ni-/  f o r  " t h a t / ~ c h o s e ' y .  O f t e n ,  t h e  vowel  i l ?  

p r e ? i ; :  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  end of t h e  l e x i c ; : ~ ~ l  m r o ; ;  :etne. 

T h i s  makes t h e  lasL s y l l a b l e  a n  open : ; ; ~ i i ~ l ~ l e  ;"liCh 

othe:.:.;i se would  h;,ve reniai ned c l o s e d .  T h e  i;:iblE , : E ~ O W  

i 1 1  u::t r;it,es the  DEN t:ilncoi-d mrophemes:  
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I 6-0g6 

Table  3.VI 

T h e  DEM o c c u r s  a f t e r  the  n o u n .  The c o n c o r d  ;norpi:emes 

a r e  '/cry s i m i l a r  t o  t,he n o m i n a l  prwfixes except; : . i i : , t  C!:ISS g 

has as  concord morpheme 6-  and c lass  10 i- i n s t s a d  of t he  
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C L  

1 

riie d i f f 2 r e n t  expected Q - ,  n - ,  or Fl- nominal p r e f l x e s .  

concord markers inc lude : 

- 
G l o s s  i 

; 
Examples 

woman t h i s  

- 
j 6-ng6 " t h i s  woiii;tn" 

6-n& " t h a t  woiilan '' 

Q-nWaranS 

! 
! 
i 

i 
I Q-OWatana 

b2-ran3 

woman t h a t  
,I 

Examples 

bii-ngy.5 
'women these 

bs-nd 
1: h o $5 e 

6-rJg6 
t h i s  

e-nt. 
that. 

2 
bA- r.5nk 

w onie n 
- 

1 fi-gb3. i - n g i  
1 dogs these 

fi-gbs i - n e  
dogs those 

9 

10 1 

" these i<oinetl" 

" t h o s r :  ,I,I;.,II" 

" t h i s  dog" 

" t h a t  dog" 

I ... , __._._. 

__ 
"these dr,gJ.C-'' ! 

! 

I 
! 

" those day:;" 

; 
Table 3.VIII 
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, " f a t h e r "  -I:----- . . . - 
2 b i -  t El t i\ ba--t i t i  

T h e  t o n e  of ?.he f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  ( c o n c o r d  in i>rpheme i s  

a l v i a y s  h i g h  w h i l e  t h a t  of the  s y l l a b l e  cori,ing a f t ; r  i s  

ai i -zys low. T h i s  i s  because when t h e  n o m i o n ;  p r e f i  : i s  

t.a;ie:> o v e r  t o  t h e  n o u n  s a t e l l i t e  p o s s i b l y ,  t h e  t o n e  c h a  iges. 

4 

5 

3 .  1 .; Ad.iectiygs-_(-&.j.. 

T h e  a d j e c t i v e s  s m a l l ,  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  1.1i~1.i b e  u s - d  t o  

exariii tie t h e  v a r i o u s  mani fes ta t ions  o f  t h e  c o n c o r c i  mOr:ih€me 

whet: t h e  noitn i s  t i s e d  w i t h  an a d j e c t i v e .  T h e  ;?cJ.jec,Liv? may 

e i t h e r  p r e c e d e  o r  f o l l o w  t h e  n o u n  i t  m o d i f i e s .  The : . a b l e  

bel=:': i 1 l irstrates i.he v a r i o u s  c o n c o r d  morphe?iic?s 

- 
me-k5nf m e - t  i t i  
"songs" 

d i - t b y i  d i - t i t i  
" e a r "  

L 

_ _ _  

7 G-p6si ch&t  i t  i chachi-nd.<k? cl8<!-.pjpikk 

8 bg-pbsi babe - t i t  i b&bi-nd&kE bibk-pcp&k::  

9 6-b6ri  

" b o t t l e "  

"5ot t  1 es" 

"goat"  

.- 

ChS-ti t i ch&chi-nd&kf chi: -pGp,?l:i 
I 



c 
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1 

2 

4 

!* 

5 

concord morpheme o f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  is at t i m e s  t h e  ccncord 

morpheme. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  a t  t i m e s ,  the concord morpheme 

conies a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  o f  t h e  ad je ( : t i . i i i  r a t h e r  t h a n  

corning i n  between t h e  a d j e c t i v e  and t h e  noun. 

The fat,hi-:r- c;f t h e  man" 

I... - 
"The f : ~ t l ~ e r s  of  t i - a  man" ~ 

o - t h t j  W A  mot6 
f a t h e r  A M  inan 

ba- ta tA ha m i i t 6  
f a t h e r s  AM man 

m&na m w 5  m6to "The door of the nan" 
door A M  man 

-_ 

-._. -_ . 

mi-115 Inla mot6 "The door-:; o f  t h e  nan" 1 
i doors AM in a n  

d i - t b y i  d& 6 t h  "The ea r  o f  t h e  m E a "  i 
e a r  AM man 

___.. 

i 

3 . 1  . 5  Associ3-$ Marker (A5s.M.) 

The nominal p r e f i x e s  o f  t h e  nouns determine t h e  f c r m  o f  

t h s  a s s o c i a t i v e  marker. The concord morpheme hi)!-e has i C:' 

stri:c'tu!-e a n d  bears a h i g h  tone .  The eunm~;' l i~:: .   in t h o  t a b l e  

be1ui.r i l l u s t r a t e  the  v a r i o u s  COnGGrd element:; wi' assoc n t i o n  

;n Oroko Eas.t .  

8 

9 

~ I C L  I Exanip 1 es  I Gloss 

b e - p k i  ha mot6 "The  bottle:; of tk,s m a r l "  1 b o t t l e s  A M  man 

m-bbri y &  mot6 "The goat, o i  t h e  Kin" 
goa t  AM man 

i I 

1 

1 " T h e  e a r s  of t.he n 3 r l "  I ma-toy? m a  mot6 
e a r s  AM ini] n 

1 
I "The bo t t , ?c  of thc man" ! e-pbsi  ch3 6 t h  

' I !  I b o t t l e  AM man 
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y 21 mCt6 
goats  AM man 

f l i e s  A M  man 
13 d6-k i  da mot6 

1 9  i - l c i  y.5 mot6 
fly A M  man 

"The goats  o f  t h e  nan' 

"The f 1 i e s  o f  t h e  nan" 

-_ - ____ 
"The fly of I . l l e  

"The water o f  t h e  man" I ma-rtba ma mot6 
water  AM man 

Table 3.XI 

NB. AM is  a s s o c i a t e  marker.  

From t h e  t a b l e  above, 
markers a r e :  

~ 

C L  

1 

2 

? ., 

4 

5 

6 

7 
__ 

Concord M o l  ptictiie 

W a- 

b&- 

mw& 

m a -  

d &  

rna- 

chh- 

Orolto East, , A s s ; .  M ,  cc>ncord 

8 

9 

10 

13 

1 9  

6e7 ma- 

Table 3.XII 

Most o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i v e  concord marker:; i ~ r c  s i m i  i a r  t o  

the nominal p r e f i x e s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  i n  terms of t h e  consc.1ants. 

All t h e  vowels i n  t h e  co rnco rd  morphemes a r e  /a,'. 

The t a b l e  below summarises a l l  t h e  O r o l i r i  East, c7ncord 

morphemes. 
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Numeral s POSS DEM I A 1 i\ss.M 1 
P r e f i x  1 cL i Noun 

~- - 

1 ' w, bd- m-5- Ow&-,  bw6- 6- 

2 b& b2- i b i - ,  ib6- bd- b i - ,  hab i -  

3 mo-, mu-, mw- m- iniwi-Tnw6- mli- m i l - ,  i ,wAwi  

6a mi- 

Table 3.XIII 

4.0 Conclus ion.  

I n  chapter  2 ,  it was d iscovered t h a t  c l a s s  4 had 

morpho log ica l  a l t e r n a n t s  which wet-e rn& anr j  m - .  :+ f ter  

t r e a t i n g  t h e  concord system, i t  i s  n o t i c e d  that, me- anci rni- 

a r e  s t i l l  man i fes ted  in te rchangeab ly .  

The concord markers never come a't t h e  f i n a l  !,o?sit,i 2n of 

t h e  i m ~ i n a l  sa t ,e l  1 .i t e s .  Tho concord morphernl.?:; it. I-ways jccur 

a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  The forms of  most. o f  t.he cc) lcord  
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morphemes are very similar to those of, the noun prefixes 

(cf. ? . . I l l ,  3 . 1 . 3 ,  3 . 1 . 4  etc.). 
~~~ ~. 

The adjectives and possessive pronouns can either 

precede or follow the nouns they modify. The Ass.M, DEM and 

the numerals always maintain their positions, that is, they 

are always positioned after the noun. 

The significance of the concord system 'tn this study 

can not be minimised. From the analyses done, the noun 

prefixes manifest themselves on noun related elements like 

the adjectives, numerals, possessives, demonstrative3 and 

associatives. This confirms the existence of t,I-ie ncun :-<ass 

system in Oroko East. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

GENDER AND SEMANTIC CONTENT 

4.0 INTRODUCTIQN 

The notion o f  gender in Bantu languages differs very 

significantly from the same notion 0.i  gende:- in 

Indc-European languages. In Indo-European languages, ~5nder 

refers to masculine/feminine opposition or t h e  neuter. In 

Bantu languages, gender is the pairing o f  t h e  rjuon prefixes 

into singular/plural pairs. 

The singular/plural pairing usually serves as sen:lntic 

criteria for attributing nouns to specific t inun cia-- >ses. 

Guthrie, (1948:ll-12) outlines the following criteril for 

assigning nouns to their respective  class^:; in 3antu 

languages: 

a !  The sign 0.f gender is a prefix, by rrie:Lri:; o f  

which words may be assorted into a nuinber of 

classes varying rough1 y from ten to twervt,y. 

b )  There is a regular association of pairs of 

genders. I n  add i ti on to these I .wo- - ( :  1 ;IS;:; 

genders, there are also one-class genders, 

where the prefix is sometimes similar to one 

of the plural prefixes. 
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c )  There i s  no c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  genders ~ 7 t h  

sex re fe rences  o r  w i t h  any o t h e r  c l e r l r l y  

d e f i n e d  idea.  

Gender i n  t h i s  s tudy  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  be analysed u s i n g  

n o t  o n l y  morpho log ica l  p a i r i n g  b u t  a l s o  t h e  meaning a t tached 

t o  the  p a i r s  o f  t h e  p r e f i x e s .  

4 . 1  Gender ana Semantic Content.  

I n  Oroko East ,  t h e r e  a r e  some s p e c i f i c ,  bui .  not, t c ; ta l l y  

c o n s i s t e n t  aspects  of t h e  noun c lasses  vi11 ii;h corrc: late 

s e m a n t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  c lasses  o f  P.B. The f o l l o w i n g  gellders 

and t h e  accompanying semant ic con ten ts ,  er,t,abl i shed by 

Welmers, (1973:166) w i l l  be used as a gu ide f o r  ana lys ing  

t h e  da ta  on Oroko East .  

1 /2  I n c l u d e  most persona 

3 / 2  A few persona l  nouns 

nouns and a few o t h e r  nouns 

3/4 Nouns r e l a t e d  t o  a few body p a r t s ,  inanimate; and 

m i  sce l 1 aneous . 

5/6 Nouns which a r e  mos t l y  body p a r t s  and miscellaneo1.s. 

6a L i q u i d  c l a s s .  



- 55 - 

7 / 8  Some body parts, nouns related to plants and 

miscellaneous. 

9/10 Mostly animal names, a variety of inamirnates etc. 

19 /13  Embodies names of insects and other nouns. 

As a consequence o f  earlier discussions relatad to 

nominal prefixes and concord, the following Oroko East 

douhle class genders have beer) identified: 1/2, 3 / 2 ,  3/4, 

5/6, 11'6, 7/9, 9 /13 ,  9/G, and 13/13 ' .  Single class gc.:-,ders 

on the other hand include: 3 ,  4 ,  G a ,  7 ,  9 and 1 5 .  

4 . 2  Double Class C;_enders. 

This study reveals 9 double-class genders and 5 o T  them 

correspond to P.B genders. The table below illustrates the 

pairing o f  the 0 . E  genders. The singular clztss6::; are c i ~  the 

l e f t  side o f  t ha  t a b l e  wkile the plural classes are on the 

right. Bold lines connect the regular pairings 'while c3tted 

lines connect the irregular pairings. They arc: irregu;':~r in 

the ::ense tlla.t, t h o y  a r c  not. the rtiajor pairs, I,(.:II,,,:, tkIc;/ are 

I 1 . not similar to the double-genders outlinsd by Welmers 
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T a b l e  4 . 1  - 

./ 

,- 

Lgi F' - - / l o  

S i n g l e  c lass  g e n d e r s  

body( i e s  ) '  

m o t  h e r  ( s ) " 

'?at h e  I -  ( s ) .' 

S I  
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b )  Mj-s-cel laneo-\Is. (nni inatos and i nan imates)  

1 )  o -a t5n i  b a - t h i  ‘ n a i l  ( s )  

2 )  o-kbsk i r l ’  ba-bski  r i  * h a i  r-staff ( s ) ’  

3 )  a-aqwa b5-nwS + c a t ( s  j ”  

4 )  o-qhsar i  b5-nasar i  * orange ( s j 

,. 

.. 

I .  .. . . 
5 )  m-Snd5q hh-nd5q J lggC!t ( : ,  J 

4 . 2 . 2  G . e ~ d e - ~ - ? , / Z ~ [ ~ i ~ - / b ~ = ] .  

T h l s  i s  made up o f  more personal  nouns 

ba-pa 

b5- tb  ” person(s  1’’ 

bh-r imbh 

ba-kara + whiternan(en)“ 

b&k6 

‘‘ s 1 ave ( s ) ’ 

* dev i  1 ( 5 )  ’ 

\\ s t r a n g c r ( s i ”  

4 . 2 . 3  Gender 3Q.Jii?.6-. ml i - .  mw- / m e - .  m i - 1 .  

T h i s  gender con ta ins  nouns r e - f o r r i n g  t o :  

a )  BPQYSBL~S. 
1 ) ni6-t-h me- rt, he ad ( P; ) 

2 )  m5-k5t i  me-k3 t i s h o u  1 d e r  ( 5; ) ” 

3 )  rnir-mb0 me-rnbil ” 1  i p (  s ) ”  
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4 )  niG-nak6 

5 )  m6-rCma 
- 

b )  Plants .  

1 )  rn6-rind 

rne-nak6 

m e - r C m a  

3 )  ni6-ktingil 

4 )  m6-kkt-L 

5 )  m6- t ika 

me- khnga 

mQ-ki r e  
m & t i  ka 

c )  Miscel laneous (most ly  inamimates) 

1 )  rnG-k5ri m8-lt3ni 

2 )  rnG-n& m i  -n& 

3 )  m w - a  m&-y& 

4 )  rn6-kbri me-kbri 

5 1 m & k h b &  m&-kirmbB 

4 .2 .4  Gender 1 / 6 L b . e - / m S - l .  

T h i s  gender comprises a few body 

b6- k& 

b6-kan6 

b6- ki. k6 

b6- r e  

b6- ~ b 7  6 

b6- r i  ba 

b6-i-i 

m i -  ka 

mo-kan6 

ma-It6 k6 

ma- r e  

m5-s67B 

m i - r i  ba 

in& 1-6 

" pa 1 m i. r(.: i: ( :> ) ' 

*coco nu t  ( s ) * 

' r o o t  ( s ) " 

* p l  an ta i  n ( s )" 

"potato(es j ' 

"song(s) "  

" doo r ( s ) " 

'I f i  r e  ( s 
" 

"mountain(:,!' 

"gun ( s ) ' 

p a r t s  and oT,her :-3uns. 

' fence! I;) 

' s t o r y (  i e s ) "  

" c h i  n ( s 1 " 

" nied i c i ne ( :., ) 

'' face ( s ) "  

" wal 1 (s ) "  

" t r e e  ( s i " 
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4 . 2 . 5  Gender 5 / 6  [d?-/ma-l .  

T h i s  gender comprises nouns r e f e r r i n g  t o :  

a)  Eodv P a r t s .  

1 )  d i - t b y &  ma-t6yi ' e a r ( s )  

rn&-n5 0 g3 

ma- b6bG 

rn& bond6 

rna-bGn? 

rna-kaqgri 

hand(sj" 

" IC nee ( s ) " 

' t o o t h  / t e e t h  " 

I 

b e d ( s )  

" cob- web ( s ) '' 

" h u t ( s )  ' 

' o k r o  " 

\ * s p e a r ( s j '  

4 . 2 . 6  Gender 7 / 9  [ezl.b$?J.. 

T h i s  gender comprises:  
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b )  N o u n s  r e l a t e d  t o  P l a n t s .  

1 )  &- r&b& b e - r a b e  b r a n c h ( e s )  

2 )  8-kOkir be-kirkic " b a r k  ( s ) 

3)  &-sbng6 be-sbngh " s u g a r  c a n e ( s ) "  

II  

4 )  P-kbkb b&-l<bk6 " I n d l  ( I l l  tJ:lfllbOO( C ) "  

5 )  &lcGw6 bg-kGw8 "yarn(  s )  ' 

b&-s&k& " e g u s  i " 6 )  e - s & k &  

c) A few n o u n s  r e l a t e d  t o  a n i m a l s .  

1 )  i . -r inibi  b&-rambi  

2 )  S - t a m b s  b e  - t, a m  b a 

3 )  $-r&r5 he- rer  B 

4 )  & - y & t e  b e - y e t 6  

d f  idiscel lane-o>>-. 

1 )  e - r i n g ?  b & r i  qg? "shadow( s 1'' 

! 2 )  s-pbsi be-pbs? " b o t t  1 e ( s )" 

i 3 )  &-pGm& be-phm$ " f r u i t ( s ) "  
! 

I 
4 )  e-se b e - s e  "bone( s ) "  1 

! 

! 
! 

4 . 2  . 7  91 1 0 r 0- ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ . 0 ~ , - . ~ ~ , . ~ ~ - - ~ .  . 
T h i s  g e n d e r  c o m p r i s e s .  

a )  : lanv an ima l  nan>e.s.. 

1 )  .5 n5 
2 )  fi-gbS fi--ghS 

3 )  twb6t-t ti-- h6r i 

d )  S-g6w& ij-gbwa 

5) fi-95 r j - g j  

' I  t r a p  ( e, j " 

"worm( ) "  

* ' d u c k (  s)" 

" 1 i za rc i (  s 1'' 

'snake ( s ) " 

'dog( s ) "  

" g oa t, ( ti ) " 

I' p i  g (  s ) " 

'I t 1 g e  r r. ) " 
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* pa 1 in I I II t ( s ) " 

" n i  g h t (  5 ) ' '  

' p l a t e (  s) " 

"spoon(:,)" 

'I po I: ( 9 ) " 

' cashew ni_rt,(s)" 

4.3.8 Gender 9 / 6  [R- / rna-1.  

T h i s  i s  a misce l laneous gender. 

1 )  fi-93 mS-ng3 ' throat(s) ' 

ma-ndemi crossces) ' 

m&-mbBy2 1 

rn&-ngjw? 

I) 

p i t ( s )  " 

box!es) " 
>I 

4 . 2 . 9  Gender 1 9 / 1 3  Ci-/dOd.. 

This gender comprises: 

a )  k f e w  names o f  insec- ts .  

1 )  ?-ngirng& db-0 girng h '' wasp(s)  " 

2) i -t676 do- t6> 6 " cockroact-r ( e s )  " 
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4 . 3  S ing le  Class Genders. 

There are s i x  s i n g l e  class genders i f i  O . E .  These 

inc lude:  3 ,  5 ,  Ga, 7 ,  9 and 19.  

\\ 
1 )  mb-tirtic smoke ' 

2) rn6-rkr-i '' food ' 

4 . 3 . 2  Gender 5 F d i - 1 .  

This  gender i s  made up of a few abs t ra ( , I .  nouns th ich 

at-e: 

1 )  di-byL sense 

2 )  di-chc t i redness" 

3 )  di-rema s t u p i d i t y  " ,. 

4 . 3 . 3 G e n d e r . - _ a _ r r ? ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ . m l - ~ ~ .  

Th is  i s  fundamental ly a l i q u i d  gender a n d  i t  cof i ta ins 

nouns l i k e :  



water 1 )  mS-r?b& 

b l o o d "  2) ma-kya 

3 )  m i - s & r i  ' t e a r s  " 

4 )  rn6-swa *' o i 1 " 

5 )  mi-yar? " u r i n e "  

1, 

* 

4.3.4 Gender 7 C6-1. 

T h i s  gender i s  made up o f  Some more a b s t r a c t  rsuns .  

For ins tance.  

1 )  e-shnj ir  " ociour " 

2 )  e - m 8 r i  * b e l i e f "  

3 )  6-banja *w ickedness"  
4 )  e - w a  d 

5 )  a-wars * 1 az i ness " 

6 )  o - b j g g j  f e a r  " 

7 )  o-ohwe ' pover t y  " 

a i r "  

.I 

4 . 3 . 5  Gender 9 .  Lo-, n-> Fl-1. 

T h i s  gender has t h e  f o l l o w i n g  nouns: 

a)  urns r e l a t e d  t o  q r a i n y  substances. 

1 )  ! j -gjd< "groundnut  '' 

2 )  f i -gbi ' co rn  " 
3 )  ii-dboga $ w o w  r 
4 )  ti-dbnd&. " seeds " 
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b )  Nouns re la ted  t o  n a t u r a l  ahenomena .  

1 )  rj-gGQga wind  " 

2 )  m-ti.t&ri '' s t a r s  " 

3 )  f i -g jnd?  " moon " 

3 )  o- lbbA * s u n "  

4 . 3 . 7  &zx!!-c-!P~..[i~l. 
This  g e n d e r  c o m p r i s e s  a f e w  u n c o u n t a b l e  c o n c r e t e  n o u n s  

s u c h  as: 

1 )  i -kwa  

2 )  i - t b k t ,  

3 )  i - k j  

' s a l t  
I ,  - s o u p  

'' money ' 

4 . 4  General D i s c u s s i o n .  

I t  can b e  n o t e d  from t h e  a b o v e  a n a l y s i s  t h z t  t h e  

s e m a n t i c  aspects w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e  noun  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  n o t  

q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  are  some n o u n s  t h a t  

o n e  wou ld  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  g e n d e r  b e z a u s e  

of t h e i r  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  u s u a ! l y  t h e  ::ase. 

T h e  g e n d e r s  t h e r e f o r e ,  a re  n o t  as envisaged b y  W e l n e r s .  

T h i s  c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  from Welrncrs' p r o p s s a i s  

be low:  

1 )  T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of body p a r t s  i n  many noun classes n a k e s  

t h e i r  g e n d e r  v e r y  u n s t a b l e  as f a r  as t h e  semantic. c o n t r r l t  1s 

c o n c e r n e d .  
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2 )  Some personal nouns which are  s i n g u l a r / p l u r a l  a r e  s t i l l  

found i n  gender 3 /4  ins tead of 1 / 2  as expected ( f o l ? o w i n g  

Welrners’ p roposa ls ) .  

3 )  Abst rac t  nouns are  found i n  senders 5 and 7 i n s t e i d  o f  

t h e  expected gender 3 .  

Gender and semantic content  i n  Orolto Cast i s  an 

r e s t r u c t u r i n g  a r b i t r a r y  system because o f  t he  morphological  

that has a l s o  taken p lace i n  the  language.. 
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CHAPTER F I V E  

CONCLUSION __ 

5.0 CLN-ERP_L_WMWA.RY. 

The objective of this dissertaion was to describc the 

noun c?ass system of Oroko East. 

Chapter O n e  was the general introduL,t>ion. 1'1- this 

introductory chapter, it was revealed that O.E. is spoken in 

the South West Province of Cameroon. C i r ~ o l  o is the major 

language appellation covering the Oroko East zLnd Oroko West 

languages. Oroko East falls under the Niger Kordoianian 

major language family. Bantu, specifically, the rarrow 

Bantu of the coastal region is a subfamily t o  which Oroko 

East belongs. An inventory of the phonetic system as well 

as a brief history of the O . E .  people was also present.ed in 

this chapter. Chapter Two was dedicated to a r:i:~ldy o f  the 

noun class systtm 0.f l,he language. The i ~ n i :  ly';i:; revealed 

that O.E.  has twelve distinct noun classes. The sifigular 

classes include: 1 ,  3 ,  5, 7, 9 ,  and 1 9  while the plural 

classes are 2 ,  4 ,  6, 8, 10 and 1 3 .  

Chapter Three dealt with the concord system o f  O . E .  

The major aim of this chapter was to confirm t h e  analysis of 

the n o u n  class system by examining the form of the ccncord 

morpheme that nouns of a particular class take. . 

Chapter Four comprised the gender and seniant i c  catit?nt 

of the noun classes. The double class genders ident'fied 

include: 112, 3 / 2 ,  3/4, 5/6, 1 / G ,  7 / 8 ,  O . f l 0 ,  9 / G ,  and 1:3/13. 
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The single cia=-, genders on the other hand are: 3 ,  5, 6 3 ,  7 ,  

9 and 19 .  The gender and semantic content, o f  the noun 

cl?.sses was discovered to be inconsistent with .those of P.R. 

5 . 1 LIMITATIONS. ~~ 

This section examines some major probloril:. encountered 

during the realisation of the project; prob1::tns that could 

eventually serve as areas f o r  fu.ture researL.1'1. The only 

major problem concerned what appeared to be a generslised 

vowel raising r u l e .  It was observed that .at word initial 

position vowels were consistently raised. Wit,h respect to 

/e/ however, its behaviour at word initial position was not 

quite as that of other vowels as it was t?ot.iced that / e /  

remained /e/. In other situations, /i/ was rather 1oNered 

to /e/. A study of the phonology o f  0rok.o East will 

probably resolve this problem as such a study will co:ifirm 

or destroy the postulations of a generalised vowel raising 

rule in the language. 

5 . 2  Significance o f  Work. 

Despite t,he Few problems encountered, 1.11 is work is 

however o f  some substance as it 

1 )  lays the foundations for other linguistic works on Sroko 

East such as a description o f  the syntax of ths NP, IP 2tc. 
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2) contributes i t s  own quota to the on-going Lroject irhich 

envisages the description o f  all Cameroonian 'Iatiguages with 

a view to enhancing the teaching of these languages in 

schools, and 

3) adds something new to existing knowleijge on African 

I anguages . 
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