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CHAPTER ONE.

GENERAL TINTRODUCTICN

(]
O

QVERVIEW

This dissertation sets out to study the noun  :lass
systaem of Oroko East, a coastal language of the narrow lantu
groun.

In this chapter, the discussion will pe bhassd on six

salien points. First, the objectives and the signifizance

0

f ths study will be elaborated. This will be fullowed by a
presentation of the scope of the work and the methodology
emploved. The geo-historical situation of the Greko East
peopie will be examined next and after that, an excerst of
the phonology of Orcko East will be outlined. The Chapter
ends with a Jlinguistic classification of the languags and

the aenreral outline of the work.

1.1 Objectives and Significance of the Study.

1.1.1 Objectives.

Trniis dissertation focusesfcn the noun class  systen  of
the OCrokoc East Language, the main aim being to assign the
various nouns in  the Janguage to their approp:.iate
morphcleogical classes according to standard criteria. As
such, the first section of the study will be dedicated o a

careful study of the prefikes of the nouns. Welmers, W.E.

(1973:160), states in African Language Structures that




In any Bantu Language, a very large numbar of
noun  forms can readily be analysed oo
consisting of a prefix and a stem. It may be
possible to recognise from ten to twoenty

different prefixes in a given language.

Croke EZast being a Bantu language is by 1o 1Aart ire

theretore, expected to exhibit nouns each comprising a ctem

and a nrefix. Such prefixes will constitute the core of the

analyvsis in  this dissertation and serve a:s Lhe major

criterion for assigning  the nouns to their respeci-ve

morphiciogical classes.

1.1.2 Significance

ficance of Study.

Nothing has Dbazen done so far on the noun . lasse syooem
of Orohlo Bast., As such, this study willt highilight szome
aspects of tne Oroke East noun morphotogy. Alse, the study

wiil provide some information to linguists hoping Lo work on

this tanguage. Finally, this study will hopefuiiy asncourage
the standardisation process of the Oroko East JTuanguage by
providing data that may be useful to thoss rvoiveo in

designing primers on the ltanguage.

1.2 tcope and Metnodology.

Thus Tar, Qroko East has not been subjectsd to

Lo any
; seriosus Tinguistic dezcription. However, 5 earijer

menticned, this study focuses on the noun class svstem  of

the ianguage and not the phonology as one would bave

expectsd of a tanouayge that has not receiverd oy

Tinguiatic attention. Thia 18 so because at Lihe  time o F




tnis research, the phonology of Oroko East ias receiving the
attention of a mate (Atta Samuel).

In line with the topic, the morphology of the O.E,.
nouns will be analysed. Each noun class will be anzlysed
alongside its  Prote-Bantu - (henceforth P.B) counterpart in
order to establish the relationship between present day 0Q.E.

and P.B. noun classeas.

The concord system will also be treated taking into

i)

account the occurence of the nouns with spacific sets of

concordial elements when they (the nouns) are collccated
withh other word categories such as numerals, adjectives,
posgessive proncuns, demonstrative determiners etec. This

will provide further evidence for assigning nocuns to their
respective classes.
Gender and semantic content will aliso be examines with

a view to confirming the morphological classes established

in earlier sections.

Ny

.2.2 Methodology.

Data for this study 1is obtained with the use of the
Ebobisse (1991) word list. The corpus is macde up of over
420 words and some phrases collected with the help of
informants. The data elicitation procedure consists 1in
eliciting direct transtational equivalents in Oroko Efst of
the items on the word list. The working languages used to
obtain any information are English and Pidgin English.

The inspiration for this study was got by reading some

works crucial in the study of noun class systems of Santu
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ianguages. These include works of 1%nguists jike tHymar.  and
Voorhoeve, - {(1980-1981), Welmers, W.E, (1873}, Stailcup,
(19771, Wiesemann et al, (1877) etc. They all accept 1in
their works that Bantu 1languages have nouns that can be
analysed as having a stem and a prefix. They also reccinise

the fact that a Bantu language may have about tan to tsenty

noun <lasses. The most vital of the above worls was been

that of Hyman because it provided the P.B prefires thas are
instrumental in the present analysis.
1.3 CGee-historical Situation.

Croko East is situated in Meme and Ndian Divisions in
the South West Province of Cameroon. It is a fairly large

area made up of four villages; Bakundu, Ekcmbe, Moonge
(found in Meme Division) and Balue (found in iidian
Division). .The pecople of these villages speak the same
Tanguage with very insignificant differences which do not
impecds mutual intelligibility among the people. This study
fccuses on  the Bakundu variety principally becausa it
occupies a greater land area than the other three villaaes.

The main occupation of the people 1s subsistence
farming. A few cash crops are also cultivated. The main
economic organ of the place 1is the Camercoon Develonment
Corporation, (C.D.C).

Historically, oral +tradition hcelds that the Zroko
people originatd arocund the great lakes lying betweszrn the
Nile and the Congo around 400 B.C. The paople  then

dispersed into varicus emigrant groups 1in

areas of the




African Continent 1ike Scuthern Africa, East A+

O

a and ali
over Central ATrica. Each group moved and gsettied in its
own area.

The Oroke East people moved across the Busa Mourtain

and today occupy the Bakundu, Mbonge, Ekombe and Balue.

Today, a geod portion of the people found in Oroke have
come from other paritis of the country and especiaily, cuiside
the 3South West Province. |

The following political map of Cameroon illustrate: the

location of Oroko East!
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1.4 The Sound Svs=iem of Oroko East.

The Oroko East sound system comprises 22 consconants,

vowels and 5 tones.

—
Ji

1.1 Consonants.

0.E. conscnant phonemes include:

kp

malkpiba

Gloss

"nail”
"wife”
"clothe”
"water"

“to tremble”

cap

“chair”

"cutlass”

"cassava'”

7
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t.4.1.1 Consonant Modifications.

Many consonant sounds in the language are subjected to

various modifications such as bLabialisation and aspiration.

i) Labialisation.

The following consonants are Labialised in Oroko Fast:

Labialised Sound 0.E, Example Gloss
n¥ nv Arana "woman "
mv v & "fire"
miw mb¥ & "rain”
sv mosY & ' "oil”
ok dv a “to oy’
p¥ borv g "to kKili”
ng¥ ribangYa "to sow”
N sokwé "ocrab”

1) aspiration.

The few conscnants aspirated in Oroko East include:

Aspirated sound O.E. Example Gloss
oh pho “rat”
kh kh o "rat mola”
h thadngs “to cry”

in this project, the above modified consonants will be

congidered as single sounds and not two differant

SOUNTS,




1.2.4.2 Consonant Clusters.

A number of words in 0.E. begin with homcorganic ~nasail

consonants. Examplies of such words include:
Consonant Cluster 0.E. Examples Gloss
/m+b/ m—-bori “goat”
/n+d/ A-dab "house"
/ntg/ n-gbt “corn”
The nasal sounds in the above examp]es baar tones. As

such, they will be considered in this study as constituting
the nucleus of syllables, In the relevant section, these
syliabic nasals will be treated as nominal profixeas.

1.4.2 Vowsls.

There are 7 vowel phonemes in Oroko East. There are
three front unrounded vowels, three back rounderd vowels and
one central vowel. The front vowels are high, haif rnigh,
and half low. The only central vowel found is low and

untrounded, The table below illustrates the above vowels.

Front Central Back
High 1 u
.Ha1f High e e
Half low € 2
Low a

Table 1.1
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These vowels can be seen in the following words:

Vowels Q.E. Examples Gloss

/i/ ind "bird"

/é/ echo "wood”

/ef MUkE re "pltantain”
fa/ anwa "cat" -
Ju/ &sinju "odour"”
o/ thoko "spoon"
/o/ TWADS "cutdass"
1.4.3 TJohes.

The O0.E. Tanguage has high, mid, low and contour itones.

["] High tone

[-1 mid tone

7] Low tone

["] Rising tone

[*] Falling tone.

Examples of words with these tones are:

0.E. Examples Gloss
é'w' thamba (H) “cap”
{ wa {M) “to cry”
dwa - (L) . "to die”
nabt {F) "corn”

Anwa (R) "cat"




1.4.4 Syllable Struciure

The sylliable structure that will be Tfound ir the
nominal prefixes and the stems after a careful study
includes the following combinations,

In the noun prefixes, the syllable structure is mede up
of either the pesak with a preceding consonani or the peak
alone. Some caonsonants carry tohne. These are syllabic
nasals which are considered in this work as the nucleus of

syllables. Examples of noun prefixes with the Cv syilable

structure include:

txamples of noun prefixes with the V structurs only

O
!

Examples of noun prafixes with the -1l structure

include:




UM

—.12_

The stems'of the nouns will then have just the Cv or

cve. For instance:

di~-sdnga "teath”

fi-dab "house”

1.5 Linguistic Classification

Croke East falls under the Niger-Kordofanian larguage
family following Greenberg’s classification. Greenberg
identifies four major language familied T Lhe AT-ican

Continent which 1nzlude:

1. Miger—-Kordofanian
2. Nilo-saharan

3. Afroasiatic

4. EKnoilsan

According to MHvman, 1973, Oroko C[ast is a ccastal

language of the Equatorial NMNarrow Bantu group. It is a

Bantoid Bantu language under ;he Benue-Congo jancuage zone
which 1is a sub-group of the Niger-Congo sub-family of the
Niger-Kordefanian major tanguage family.

Guthrie, (1348), Velmers, (1973), Greenberg 1963, 1370,

1874}, and Williamson, (1971) are those who have be=n so

instrumental in the classification of African lancuages
though they have often been 1h disagreement with the various

classifications.
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GRuthrie, assign O.E. under “the A1T  sun-grous. A,

m

gencaleogical Lree of this language is provided below:

Niger-Kordofanian
Niger—-Congo
Benue-Congo

Bantoid
Bantu
Marrow Bantu
Equatorial Bantu

Coastal Bantu

Oroko
Oroko East lroko West
|
Bakundu Ekomboe Bajue Mbonge Tahhie 1.7
"Atlas Linguistigue du  Camercun” seems Lo provide a
plausible classification of Oroko East. According  te it
QO.E. Talls wunder zone & of Cameroon tanguages. This zone

embodies the languages speoken along the coast: from Lirse to
Campo and in the hinterlands. These ar=» Jlarncuages

A

ied by Guthrie into the groups 210, A20 and A%D and
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they are called lundu-balcong, duala and .bubs- anga. See

maps on pages 1§ and 76 )
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1.6 Cutline of Work.

Chapter 1 which is the introductory chapter discisses
the objectives and scope of the project, the methodoiagy,
geo;historica1 situation and the Tinguistic ciassification
of 0.E. The outline of the work ends this section.

In chapter 2, the analysis and establishment of the
noun classes is done.

In chapter 3, attention 1is focused on the concord
system of O.E.

Chapter 4, treats the gender an& semantic content.

Chapter 5 embodies the general conclusion and proposals

for fTurther research on Oroko East.
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CHAPRPTER TwO

NOUN GCLASS SYSTEM

2.0 INTRODUCTION.

In this chapter, Oroko East noun classes will be

discussed with much attention focused on the noun prefixes,

The peculiar features of each class will be examined 1in

detail and the prefix allomorphs and their distribation

presented. ’

Talking about noun class, Welmers, W.E, {1973:1€0),

comments that:

Many noun stems will be found commonly with
two of these prefixes: such a pair s
ordinarily singular and plural. Some stems
may occur wWith onily one prefix; theso ars
usually mass nouns, abstracts and other typas

for which enumeration is idrrelevant. In
addition, some stems may be found, at laast
fairly frequently, with more than Ltwo

prefixes, this variety 1is likely to reflect
semantic differences in addition to numbor,

Detining a noun class, Malcolm Guthrie (1287/71:13) on
the other hand says that it is "one of the distinct pat.erns
of prefix agreement 1in  the language in question.” This

definition focuses more on concard between the ncun and  its

satellites.
Following the above views, a noun class in Groke East

may be defined as a group of words that

distinjuish

themseiwes in the Oroko East language by a common niefi: and
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by tha fact that they provoke an: identical pattery of
agreement when used with noun satellites 1in 1arger
constructions.

The prefix of the noun will be used as the poirn. of
focus for the analysis in this chapter. These roun preixes
wi?ilbe given a sort of synchronic and diachronic study 1in
the analysis. A dﬂachronﬁc study of the prefixes will
embody the historical evolution of the prelives from
Proto-Bantu to Oroko E£ast while a synchronic study will
examine how the prefixes change from lone Tanquage  to the

other in the same language group as Oroko East.

2.1 Oroko East Noun Classes.

Oroko East has 12 distinct noun classes. Some of chese
classes portray morphological alternants some of which can
be explained phonolegicaily. The following singuiar ciaisses
are identified: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 18 while the piural

classas include 2, 4, &, &, 10, and 13.

2.1.2 Criteria for Determining Oroko East Noun Classes.

The morphological criteria generally used in the study

of noun morphology in Bantu languages will be usesd  in
analysing and classifying Oroko East nouns. These criteria
include:

- the form of the noun prefixes

- gender

- nouns and their concordial elements (cf Ebude, 1590)
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The P.B. prefixes will be juxtaposed with thooz of
Orokce East, The P.B, prefixes may not be identical with ali
the Oroko East prefixes but similarities will be found when
they  are juxtaposed. The P.B. prefixes used here are those
established by Hyman (1980a:182) for the coastal Rantu

1
languages,

2.2 HNoun Prefixes.
In this section, each noun class will be analysad in
detail. The Oroko tast prefixes will be Jjuxtaposed with

the corresponding P.B. prefixes and some of the phonolcociical

changes will be explained.

2.2.1 Class 1.

fhe P.B. prefix for ¢lass 1 is o~ while in Orcko “ast,
there are 2 prefixes which are o- and bo~. Thess pre‘ixes
mark the singular forms of the nouns. Exampies of ouUns

having these prefixes are:

@-nWarina "woman’
B-nari wife"
o-nana “child”
a-andsn “Jigger”
e-atani "nail”
s—absdkiri "hair-scaff”
o-bo-ré “tree”

bo-ri "medicine”
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bo~-Kkand "story”
bO-KE KD "chin™

From the above axamples, one notices that the P.B.
prefix a-, changes to hd—- when 1t is fellowed by r, s, >r kK.

The foilowing phonolieogical rule captu?es this change:

a

e

i
.
R1: ¢ ————> bo /~ 4 Kk b

!

=)

5 sample derivation involving the above rule will ose:

U.R #4% © + re #i

-Ri: bore

Class 2 is logically supposed Lo be the piursi of ~lass

1. A%but it is neoliced that only nouns with T - prafix
-

{singular) form their piural in this class. MNHouns with  the

bo- prefix form their plural in class 6. The P .5 prefic for

class 2 is Ba- while the Orckoe East prefixes are bha-

r

oy

Lo

o
I

Exampias of nouns with these prefixes are:

ba-tata "fathers™
ba-nari "wives"”

ba-na& "hakhies"
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bi-ié& : "strangars”
B&-ndan "jiggers"”
ba-tini "nails”
ba-bakiri "hair-scaffs”
ba--rana "women”

AS seen in th2 above examples, the P.B 0 brcomes b in
G.5. This change involves a consonant shrengtiening
process.  There 1s also a vowel deletion process. These

changes may be captured by the following phonologiecal rules:

R2 3 2 bh/#-
R3: = e/
The language disallows a sequence of +two vowels

consaquently, one of the vowels has to be deleted in  ~rder

to have only one /a/ in the words beginning with /a/.

A prose statement involving rule 2 will pe; a bilabial
voiced fricative becomes a bilabial voiced stop at word

initial position. It is possibly a context free rule.

Rule 3 states that /a/ is deleted when it precadss Ja/ A

sampie derivation involving the rules will hea:

U.R ¥% Ba + tata ## Ra + atoni ##

Rz ba-tata -
R3 ————— ha-atoni
S.R {batata) Lhatsni]




The P.B profiv Yor class 3 1s md- while its O.E.
counterparts care ma-, mi-, and mw-. Examples of nouns with

these prefixes are:

mo-ke re "pnlantain”
mG-ti ka "potato”
Mmo-KoH "mountain”
mo-kary "rope"
mu—-kani "song"
mi-~mb U “14p"

mw—& "fire"
mi-né " door™
mw-anai "kernel”
mu-pére “soil"

The P.B prefix exhibits a back half high rounded .owel
while the O.E. prefixes exhibit back halfhigh and back igh
rounded vowels. These changes can be capitured by the

following phonelegical rules:

Ra: o > ou/c—+
R5: ¢ - >ow/e-v
The mw- prefix is a result of desyllabificalion +hile

the mu- is as a result of vowel raising.
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+sy11 > —syl1i
—high > +high/— +
4 sample derivation invelving rules 4 and 5 will oa:

U.R ## mo + koni # # mo + wa ##
R4 mu-koni
R& e mw—a
S.R [mOkany ] [mwal
wWords with the mw- prefix are not frequent in Lhe
language.

Class 4 1s the plural of class 3. The P.B prefi-: for
this class is mé- while the O.Ff prefix has morpholcytcal

alternants. These are mé- and mi-. The P.B prefir mé- also

found in O.E. is changing to mi-. With time, probaniy,

me-
will diaappeaf completaely giving way to mi-, in the next
chapter, some evidence will be provided toc account for the
fact that nouns with the mé&- and mi- prefixos ars the

plurals of class 3.

Examples of nouns with these prefixes are:

mé-kani "songs™
me—-kKérea “plantains”
me-tika "potatoes”

ma—-bAr? W
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mi~-ni "doors”
- mi-nére "soils”
The phonoleogical change from mé- to mi - way be captured
by the following rule.
R6: e > /et

A Tfront half high unrounded vowel becomes a front high

unrounded vowel at morpheme boundary when i1 precedes a

consonant. A sample derivation invoiving the rule will be:

J.R %% me~-na ##
RE: mi-na

5.R {minal

Looking at rules 6 and 4, one notices Lhatl there is a

general tendency 1in 0O.FE. to raise low prefix vsawels.

Considering this along with evidence from other classues, the

two  rules can  thus be collapsed into Lhe following

generalised vowel raising rule:

R7: -high > +high/c—+

This rule claims that a Tow vowel becomes high when it

precedes a morpheme boundary and follows a conschnant .
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2.2.5 Class 5
The P.B prefix for class & is lé- while the NO.E., jrefix
is di—-. Examples of nouns with this prefix include:
di-toyl “ear”
di-kanjd “hard”
di=12 "buttock”
di-bdngd _ "knee"
di-sdnga “tooth”
di—-rendi "knife”

In this <class, the dental alveolar lateral sourd /1/
becomes the dental alveolar voiced stop /d/. There is also
a difference at the level of the vowel height. A half high
unrounded vowel becomes a front high unrounded vowel. The

following phonological rules capture the phonological

changes noted above:

Ra: 1 > df#—
R7: —-high

> +high/c—+

A sample derivation involving these changes will re:

U.R #3% Te + toyi #t
R&: de-toyi
R7: di-toyi

S.R Ldi tdyi]




s

_27._

The change Trom /1/ to /d/ word-initially leaves one
with the impression that the language disallows +cont sounds

at word-initial position. This is given more credibiiity by

R2 . in which word-initial 8 changes to b-. 1In this Tight,
the following generalised consonant strengthening rule will
take care of rules 2 and 8.
R2: +cont ——> ~cont/#-
2.2.6 Class 6.

The PB prefix for this class (ma&~)} corresponds to the
0.8, prefix. This is the plural class not only of ~lass 5
but equally of class 1 nouns having the prefix ho- an' a few
class 9 nhouns. Examples of nouns with the class & prefix
ma~ are:
ma-toyi "ears"”
ma-ré "trees"”
mé~3njd "hands”
ma-Ka “fences”
ma-kya "biood"
ma-bingd "kKnees "
ma-15 "Erttocks”
ma-s3nga “teeth”

Having posited a generalissd vowel raising rute, (R:7),

one would have expected the vowel height of /u/ to change

but  this is not the case. This 13 however considered as an
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exception to the context free vowel raising rule posited

eariier. With time /a/ will praobably change to one other

+hich vowel.

2.2.7 glass 7.

The PB prefix for class 7 is ké- while the O.E& Lrefix

is é-, Examples of nouns with this prefix inciude:

&-pdsi "bottle"
&-Banygd "chair”
&-tambi "shoe”
é-kambd "friend”
e-ws "air”
é-ringl "mirror”
e—kari " juju”
@-ringa “basket”
e-papt “clothe™”

rrom the examples, 1t is noticed that word iatial

voicoless velar stop is deleted. Rule 9 below captures this

deletion process:

R10: Kk

> a/%—

A

A sample derivation involving this rule will bhe:




U.R ## Ke + posi ##
S.R lépdsi]

From the general behaviour of prefix voweis,

.
i

is

probaple that with time, &- will change to i-.

2.2.8 lass 8.

The P.B prefix for class 8 is Bi- while thes 0.8 prefix

1s bé-. Examples of words with bé- in O.E are:
\

hé-pdsi "bottlies”
be~Rongd "chairs”
bé-tamb{ "shoes"”
bé-kZmba “friends"”
bé-wa "winds"”
bé-ring? "mirrors”
be-Kari Tjujus”
bé-yinga "baskets"”
bé-p&aps "clothes”

There is a gradual change from P.B to O.E. The 3
becomes b- while the . /i~-/ becomes fe/. RY9 which i: the

consonant strenthening rule captures the phonological ciange
from /3/ to /b/ while the change from /i/ to /e/ is cororary
to R7. Here again, one would have expected /i/ to maintain
its status as a high vowel but this is not so. iMay be this.

vowel will one day maintain its height again. 4 front high'.
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unrounded vowel becomes a front half high vowsl at morsheme

boundary.

R10: i

> e/—+

A sample derivation involving this rule will be:

U.R ##% B + posi #

R10 Feposi
RS beposi
S.R [bépdsi]
NBE. This exception does not destroy the vowel raising rule
discussed earltier.
2.2.%9 Class 9.
The P.B prefix Tor class 9 is né- while that of 0.5 has

morphoiogical alternants. These alternants are ¢-, n—, and

N-. Mostly uncountable nouns have the e— prefix. Exaaples

of nouns with the class 9 prefixes are:

e-wara "stupidity”
o-toko “spoon”
a-tandy "nlate”
n—-ama “meat”

n-a “snake"
n—anau “sand”
n-£mn "tobacco”
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n-dé "chimpancee"
n—J30ky fe?ephant”
n-gd S "lion”

5-gba "dog"

Mm-bSry "goat”

A-dap "house™

Following the O.E. examples, ne—- which is the " P.B
prefix 1is realised as o-. The change from né- To o- nay be

captured by the feollowing phonological rule.

fy 2
R11: ne > o/—+ }J._ f

A sample derivation involving this rule wili he:
U.R ## ne + tanda # #
R11 tanda

S.R [tanda)

The derivation of O.€ nouns with the n- prefix invoilves
the following processes. There is first /e/ deletion and
sacondly a change from /n/ to /n/. The following
‘phonological rules will capture the change:

R12: ¢

> e/c—

R13: n —> n/#—




A& samplie derivation involving the above rulzs will be:

U.R #4 ne + ama ##
R12: n—ama
R13: n—ama
$.R Ln—-ama}

There 1s finally, the change from né- (PE)Y to the
syllabic nasal N- (0.E). Four rules can be positad for the

derivation of the O.E prefixes.

R14: ne > N/#-

R15: W > n/— {id}

Ri6: N > n/— 9

R17: H > m/— bilabials

These rules can be conflated 1into one <encral  cule,

that 1s, the homorganic nasal assimilation process,

///zn/w alveolars

—
R18: Né§:\\ »n/— velars

Ssm/- bilabials

A

A sample derivation invoiving the four rules will he:

U.R ##% ne + dab #i# ne + go ## ne + bori &%
Ri4: N-~dab N-go N-bori
R15: n-dab ————e
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R16: —— ‘ n=—gs ————
R17: —_— — m—-bori
S.R [ndah] fng3] fmbéri ]

The nouns with the homorganic nasals are mostly names

of animals,

2.2.379 Class 10.

This class 1is logically the plural claes of ciass 9

nouns.  The plural prefixes are the same prefi+vo of cliss 9

which are e-, p~, and R~. The P.B prefixes of ~iass 19 are

17— and né&-. The 1i- is not attested in any plural forn

ot
the ©.E. nouns. The examples of nouns with the saicd

N

s-&pipu “dust”
B-Wara “stupidity”
a-tono "apoans”
p-tanda “plates”
n"émj. "meat”

n=3 "snakes"”
n-angs “sand”
n-€ni "tobacco™
A-dat "houses”
A-go “Tions"”
m—-bord “goats”
n-JdGk ”e]eﬁhants"
B-gha "dogs"

.
.,




The phonological rules posited for . the derivaticn of

0.2 class 9 nouns equally apply for the derivation of 0O.E

The P.B prefix for this class 14s t&- vitile ths O.F

prefix iz do-. Examples of Q.E nouns with this prefix

inciude:

Ad~ne “Fingers”
dd—-11 ' "flies”
dé-chd “woods”
do-nzlnga "wasps”
dé-kdmd “drums”
do-na "birds”
dd-wara “cutlasses”
Following the O.E examples, td- which is riv: PR prafix
is realisad as oo, A dental  alveolar wvoiicleze stop

becomes a dental alveolar voiced stop at wohrd-iritia)l

position, Rule 13 below captures the above phonoloiical

>od/ -

A sample derivation involving the above rule will oe



i
[
]

]

U.R ## to + ne ##
R1¢: do-ne

5.R [done]

2.2.12 Class 19.

The P.B prefix for this class 1is pi- whils 3ts O.E

counterpgart ig 1 -, Examples of nouns with the 1 preiix in

C.E are:

i-né "finger"
T=ki Ty
1chd "wood”
i-nolnga “wasp”
T-Kamd “drum”
T-no “hird"
T-wWD®5 "cutlass”

The derivation of O.E nouns with the i~ prefix inuolves
the deletion of a voiceless bilabial stop At word-ivitial
position. The change from pi- to i- can be captured by the

tfollowing phonological rule:

> o/#-~

A sample derivation involiving the above rule will be:
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V. #% pi + ne #2
R2G ine
5R [Tné]
Below is a recapitulative table of tie  noun zlassg
prefixes:

- Column 1 ¢ made up of the class numbaers which are 1,
,05,4, 5,6, 7,8, 9, 10, 13, and 19,

- Column 2 comprises the Proto-Banty prret s vas proposed
by Hyman for the different classes.

- Column 3 has the Oroko East  »oun prefices
correéponding to the various class numbers in column 1.

- Column 4 contains examples of nouns in each class.

-~ Column 5 is the gloss.

-
oL
Mo, P.B 0. E 0.E Exampies Gloss ;

1 o e, bo- bG-ré, o-atdni, @ tatd| “Lree, rail, father”
H
- R . . . . ;
2 3a ha- ba~téni, ba-tata fath- rs i
3! mo- mé-, i, me- | mo-ka, mi-pa, me-4 |
4 mé- me, mi- mé-kd, mi-nd, mé-va 5
5 Te- di- dy-toyy ;
S - ol
5 ma- ma- ma-toyi, ma-ré §
- S, - 4
- R ‘ - B . p o i
62 ma ma~, Mi-, fo- mnwr{ba, m-sery, Woarney, tear: Loii !
A i

{

7 ke- 8~ &-tambi |
s 1 opi- bé~ ba~-tambi !




" S A . - - o -: o : [ é

8 } ne-~ o, e, N- o-epupud, n-ghd, n-ama duvt, doyg, maat i

10 f W-,n{~- o, n, R~ a-éplpy, n-gba, reamd “dust, dogs, meat” E
L‘“‘i - X - N T i
12 f Lo- do- do-ki Tlies ;
19 E pi- = k1 i ?

Table 2,1
2.2 Conclusion.

This chapter was dedicated to an analywis of the  Sroko

E22C  noun classes. Many of the classes have morphological

aliarnants  which  are acocounted for 1t Anat Tages,
d%achron%caiiy. The classes that  hawve vorphoto gical

atternants are: 1, 3, 4, 8, and 10.

It appears tone does not play a major
constitution of the noun prefixes. The ton. that
Tregquent on the prafixes is the low tone and s

mare of a stylistic effect than a semantic ore
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CHAPTER THREE

CONCORD_SYSTEM

In chaptaer 2, Oroko kast noun classes we

S GiEcust 0.

In this chapter, attention i3 focusad on the concnd

Sy ST,

cencord  system in Oroko  East  can be defined as the

grammatical relationship betwaen the N
sataliites. This gramuatical relationship is

by a concord morprienis which in some cases 18

form «ith the nominal prefix.

1@ Concord System.

The elements that will be treated
include: the numerals, the possessive  pronoun
demonstracive (DEM), the adjective [A) and i
concord marker (ASS.M). The aim of this ¢

determine the morpheme that marks concord

elements and the nouns they modify.

3.1.1

Numerals.

The numerals that will concern us here

e

N

vt fy

ST A

OG5S

Fir HSS0

sriapLer

[ETR RN Yo

one

throe and four. The roobhe of these numerals Lo

1. yARS "one”
2. hé W’
2, 1410 “three”

anrd 1T

friz. o jeezrd

denrical in

se2tion
i, the
ciative

s Lo

n these

LW,




The table below

"Tour"

39

illustrates the

concord morphemes  when
the numeral is used with the noun.
o Example Yok he Talo ni
Gloss "one” "two" "three” "Tour
i o-tata m-oks - - -
"father"”
2 ba-tata - ba-be ba-1ala ba-ni
"fathers"”
3 mi-kani m-ysk3s ——— -— -
"song”
4 mé-Ksni - mé-hé mé-1al1¢ mé-n;
"songs"
g di-toyd di-yaks ——— -—— -
"ear”
& ma-toyi - ma-bc ma-1a13 ha-n’
' “sgars”
7 a-pbHsi eé-yaka - - -
“"bottle”
g bé-pdsi —— bé-hbé bé-141d | pée-n<
"bottles”
9 m~bdri p-5k) ——— - e
“goat”
10 | m-béri —— mi ~bé mi-1410 | mi-ni
"goats”
13 do-ki ——— do—he do-1aid do-ni
“flies"”
19 T—k1 T=yalks e R -
E1y

Tabla 3.1
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As table 3.1 reveals, the elements that mark c<concord

between the numeral "one” and singular pnouns are:

CcL Concord Morpheme

1 mF5

3 m(i~

5 di -

7 &-

3 p—3

Table 3.1I1 P

19 1-

It can be observed from these examples that the form of

the concord morpheme changes with the noun class

The examples below highlight the concord morphemes that

mark agreement between the nouns and the numeral "one”.

cL Example Gloss
1) 1 e-tatad m-35kd "one father”
2) 3 mu—-Kani m-ydkd "one song”
3) 5 di-tdoy1l di-y3ks "one ear”
4) 7 &-poHsi  é-y3Kkd “one bottle”
5) 9 m—bdri  p-3ks ~ "one goat"”
6) 19 1-ki i-y3kd . "one fly"

The elements that mark concord between the numerals

two, three and four and plural nouns are:




cL Concerd Morphems

2 ba~

4 mé-

6 ma-

8 bé-

10 mi —

Table 3,111
13 do- J

The form of the concord morphemé st111 chanyes with the
noun class prefix. The examples beliow highlight the concord
morphemes that mark agreement between the nouns and the:

numerals "two", Tthree” and "four™.

cL Exampie Gloss
1) pi ba-tata ba-bé "two fathers”
2) 4 mé-kani mé-1al1o "three songs”
3 & ma-toyi ma-ni “four ears”
4) 8 bé-pdsi bé—-bé "two bottles”
5) 10 m—bdéri mi-1416 "three goats”
8) 13 do~-ki do-ni “four flies”

The numerals fthat have been treated in this sechticy are
anly the cardinal numbers and not ordinal numbers.

The toneé on the concord morphemes evanlhough high
unlika the nominal prefix tones which are low are just “or a

styiiastic effect and not a semantic one.



C 4o -

3.1.2 Possessive Pronouns_ (Poss)

The first, second and third person pogsessives
{singular and plural}) will be used in this section. The
table below illustrates the use of the possesaive with ouns

)

representing tha variouws classes,

E<me1e 1st 2nd ard ist znd ard
cL 3 person person person persan naeraon SRrson
Gloss "y “your” "his/haer” "our” “yvour” ] "thair”
1] o-tatd awd mbd OWa-y1 OWC- Y oW Ul crey b M-l
“father”
. |
2) ba-tata ibad-mbi Tha-be ihé-yi ibi-si ihai o ha-bo
"fathers”
3] mG-kan inw-a imwa-bé Tmwé-yi imwa-sg [ imwi-yi Timwa-~bu
':ong“
41 mé-ikani imé-mba Tmé~be Imé-y7 mé-si j (mé—hi
“songs”
-~ ~ - -~ ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - Fu— 477’.“ ~ ’_-7 - ~
5| di-to 11a-mbd Tya~be 7la-yi 114-st 3 1a-by  1a~-bu
CET
] ma-tovi ima-mba imad-bhe Tmé-y1 Tma-su Ted-bo ima—bii
“ears”
71 é-pdsi eya-mba éya-be gyé-y1 eya-si eva-hé ya-bd
"boct
2 bévp;si Tha-mb3 bhéya~be Tbé-yq Thé-s0 1ba-nmyd DEéya-bu
8 "bottles”
gl H-hérd &¥a-mba éya~bé OwWé-yi éya-sd 8vi-be Eya~bu
"goat”
10! f-bari 1ba-mbi &ya-be iré-yi Thé-si 1yi hr C o ya-b
"goats” J
i - - - -
! 13 du L vda-mb3 i 1da~be 1ré-y7 1da-hu ds hi f
; "flies i g




morpihemes of the possessive pronouns. Also, Lhere
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19% T-kd jya | ya~bi jyéd—-su 1y&-s0 Tyda-be y&-bi
PR
Sa-*%;;;fbé —:;s;%;é {;é:;g imé-yi ima-su iﬁé—;§6~'m ma~-ht
“water”
Tabie 3.1V
Cl. Concord Morpheme
1 Owa— Owé-~ o
2 iba~ ibé-
2 imwa-, inwa-,
4 Tmé—
5 118- iva-
& éya-
7 1ba-, ibé-
9 28ya~- oOwé-
10 eya- oré-
13 ida- iré-~
19 1va-  Tyé-—
Table 3.V 6a ima-  imé-

In Oroko East, possessive pronouns may oeithar  pr:cede
or follow the possessed noun, However, accordin: to
information gathered, many speakers prefer to position  the
pronouns before the possessed hnoun.

Thare are morphological variants for the cocord

are
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changes from the noun prefixes to the concord morphemes . A
generative phonological study will hopefully come out with
phonolcgical rules to explain these changes.

The tone on the first syllable of the proncun is aiways
ijow while the next sylilable, which is often the concord

morpheme bears a nigh tone.

3.1.2 Demonstrative Pronoun (Dem)

The Oroko East demonstrative pronouns elicited for the

purpese of this study include:

- near speaker (N.3) /-ng-/ "this/these”
- near listener (N.L) /~cho/ “that/those”

- far away from the speaker (F.8)} /-né&/ "thatu/thi. "

For purposes of simplicity, only the "near =pzaker  and

"far away” from speaker” demonstralbives will b uog

Led
PR

The demonstratives in this language consist of the

concoer morphems followed by /-ng-/ for "this/these  and

/—n&/ Tor “that/thosejé; Often, the wvowel 1in tha

prefix s transferred to the end of the lexicul mropeme.

This makes the last syllable an open syliable “hich

otherwise would have remained c¢losed. The table celow

i1lustrates the DEM concord mrophemes:
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S
CL Examples & /-ng-/ JnéE=/
Gloss "this/these” "Lhat/those ™
E o-tatsa 6-ngd G
"father"
2 ba-tata ba-ngya B e
"fathers”
]
2 mu~koni mi-ngd Mt =N
“song"
4 ma-Kani me-ngé ine -6
“songs”
5 di-tbyi di-ngi o ~né
"ear"”
& ma-tby7 ma-nga ma—ré
"ears’
]
7 &~podsi é-ngeé E-na
"bottle”
8 bé-pbsi bé-ngé INTERE AT
"bottles”
9 m—-bori é-ngé €140
I “goat” )
10 ] m-bdri 1i-ngi T-ne
"goats” '
13 dé-Kki doé-nad cf-
"flies”
19 i-ki i-ngi V-
B "Fliy”
6a ma-riba ma-nga mA- e
"water" |

Table 3.VI

The DEM occurs after the noun. The concord morphemes

are very similar to the nominal prefixes except that class 9
has as concord morpheme &~ and class 10 -




e ——————— N

e 4_6 —_
expected o—, n-, or F- nominal préfixes. The diffarent
concord markers include:
CL Concord Morpheme CL Concord Harpheme
}m_ F U
1 O~ 7 &~
2 - ba 8 bé—
2 méi~ 9 &
4 me- 10 -
5 di— 13 doH~
6 ma- 19 1i-
Ga ma-
Tablie 3.VII
Exampies
CL Exanmples Gloss
O-NWarana 6-ngd "this woman"
woman this |
1
s-nwatana 6-né "that woman"
woman that
ba-rana ba-naya "these women" {
vicmen these :
2
ba-rana ba~né "thoso wioman” ;
women thoge |
n-ghj é-ngé "this dog” f
dog this ?
9 ' ;
n-gba &-né "that dog” i
dog that ;
n—-gba i-ngi "these dogs” ?
dogs these :
10 5
n—-gbéa i-né "those dogs” }
dogs those !
i

Table 3.VIII




The tone of

always high while

ways low. This is
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the first syllahle

that of

becausea

taken over to the noun satellite possibly,

3.1.5 AdJectives {(A).
The adjectives

B

{concord

morpheme . 1s

syllable coniing aft:r is

the

nomina

Lhe

prefi-: is

tone chahges.

small, bltack and white will be us:d to

examine the various manifestations of the

concord

mortheme

when the noun is used with an adjective. The adjectiv: may
either precede or foliow the noun it modifies. The Lable
| below illustrates the various concord morphemas.
cL Examplies & titi ndake pUpaks
Gloss "small” “black” “white”
1 o-tata wa-Tit7 wa-yindi Wa-OkAra
"father”
2 ba-tata ba-titi babi-ndake babi-kAra
“fathers”
3 mi-kan mu-titi nwawi-ndake | puopake
"song”
4 mé-kani ma-titi mi-ndake e plapake
"songs”
5 di-toéyi di-titi di-ndakg di-romaké
"ear”
k) . L . . . . . A
. 6 ma-toys ma-tits mami —ndaks mama-pupak -
"ears"
7 e-posi ché-titt chdchi-ndaks| cho-pipaké
bottle
g ?é—pésf babe-tit7 babt-ndaké babe~pipdks
bottles”
g %—béri ché-tit1 chachi-ndake | ché-pupaks
goat”
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e —

Tahla 3.Ix

Thea CONncorg morphemes are-

Mama~

mama-—

"hen the nNoun 4g Used With an adjectfvm, especia]]y
whan tha adjective 1S a co?our, it 4g not very €asy tq Sort

OUL the Various Concorg morphemes. However, any Clher

adjective which is not 4 Coloypr s easy t 1dentify ‘he
Concorg Morphema in 11, There are COoncorg Morphe;.gg

comprising two S¥ilables instead of  the BXpactay e

SYllabia of the NoMmina) Drefix. The Secong SYllapie oFf  thae



- 49 -

concord morpheme of the adiective ishat times the ccncora
morpheme.

In addition to this, at times, the concord morpheme
comes after the first svyllable of the adjective rather than

coming in between the adjective and the noun.

2.1.5% Associative Marker (Ass.M.)

The nominal prefixes of the nouns determine the form of
the associative marker. The concord morpheme here has a GV
structure and bears a high tone. The exampla:s. in the table

below 11lustrate the various concord elements of association

in Oroko East.

CL Exampies Gloss
h_1 o-tata wa moto "The fathor of the man”
father AM man
2 ba~tata ba mato "The fathers of trz man”
fathers AM man i
3 mi—nha mwi moto "The door of the man”
door AM man :
4 m —né ma moto _ “The doors of the man” i
doors AM man %
5 di ~-tbyi da moto “The ear of the men”
ear AM man !
6 ma—-toyi ma motd "The ears of the man’
ears AM man
7 é-pdsi ché& motd "The bottlie of the man”
bottle AM man
) bé-pdsi ha moto "The bottiles of trhe man”
bottles AM man
g m-bori va motd "The goat of the rman®
goat AM man
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10 m-bori ya motd “The goats of the man”
goats AM man

13 do-ki da motd "The flies of the mnan”
flies AM man

19 7-ki yva motd "The fly of bLhe man”
fly AM man

6a ma-riba ma motod "The water of the man®
water AM man

Table 2.XI

NB. AM is associate marker.

From the table above, Oroko East, Ass.M. concord
markers are:

CL Concord Morpheme Cl. Concord J::wnwm: i
1 Wa- 8 ba-
2 ba- 9 cha- 5
3 mwa- 10 o oyas
4 ma- 13 da- i
5 da- 19 ya-
6 mé&- 60 ma- ‘
7 cha- |

Table 3.XII

Most of the associative concord markers are similar to
the nominal prefixes especially, in terms of the conscarants,
A1l the vowels in the corncord morphemes are /a/.

The table below summarises all the Oroko Fast concord

morphemes.
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LCL. | Noun_. . .. Numera'ls Poss DEM A Ass .M
Prefix
1! e, hé- m—5- OWa—, Owé- o~ Wa— Wa-
2 | ba- ba- ibd-, ibé- ba~ | ba-, habi- J ha-
3§ mo-, mu-, mw- - IMWa-inwa- mi- | mi-, nwawi MW=
4 | me-, mi- ma- mé-— mé— | mé-, mi- ma-
5 | di- di- 14—, iya- | di~ | di- da-
6 | ma- ma- ima-, imé- ma—- | mi-, mami- na-
71 @~ é- dya- e- ;R;i?Jahéchim cha~
8 | bs- ba- ibi-, ibé~ | be- |babé-, babi- | ba-
9| ey p-, R- p-5- dya-, owé- | & Jché-, chachi-| cha-
104§ o, , R- mi— éya-, iré - i, yayi-,yi-{ ya-
13 1 do- do- ida~, iré- do- | do-, dori da-
19 i- i- 1ya-, 1yé- - i-vayi-, yi-| ya-
8a | ma- ma- ima-, Tmé- ma- ma, mamy- na-

Table 3.XIII

4.0 Conclusion.

morphological

treating the concord system, it is noticed that mé- and

are still manifested

In chapter 2,

it was discovered that class 4 had

alternants

The concord markers

the nominal satellites.

at

which were mé- and mi-. After

mi -

interchangeahbly.

never come at the final positin of

The concord morphemes olways  accur

word initial position. The forms of most of the coicord
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morphemes are very similar to those Aof‘ the noun prefixes
(cf. 3.1.1, 3.1.3, 3.1.4 etc.).

Tﬁé édjectives and possessive fooﬂouns Can either
precede or follow the nouns they modify. The Ass.M, DEM and
the numerals always maintain their positions, that ié, they
are always positioned after the noun.

The significance of the concord system to this study
can not be minimised. From the analyses doné, the noun

prefixes manifest themselves on noun related elements 1like

the adjectives, numerals, possessives, demonstratives and

associatives. This confirms the existence of the noun ~lass

system in Oroko East.




_53_..

CHAPTER FOUR

GENDER_AND_SEMANTIC CONTENT

4.0 INTROD 10N

The notion of gender in Bantu languages differs very
significantly from the same notion of gender- in
Inde-European languages. In Indo~European languages, g:3:nder
refers to masculine/feminine opposition or the neuter. In
Bantu tanguages, gender is the pairing of the noun prefixes
into singular/plural pairs.

The singular/plural pairing usually serves as semantic
criteria for attributing nouns to specific noun classes.
Guthrie, (1%48:11-12) outlines the following criteria for
assigning nouns to their respective classcs  in Jantu
languages:

ay The sign of gender is a prefix, by means of
which words may be assorted into a number of

classes varying roughly from ten to twenty.

b} There is a regular association of pairs of
genders., In addition to these tLwo-class
genders, there are also one-class genders,
where the prefix is sometimes similar to one

of the plural prefixes.
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c} There is no correlation of the genders with

sex references or with any other clearly

defined idea.

Gender in this study therefore, will be analysed using

not only morpho?ogica1_pa1r1ng but also the meaning attached

to the pairs of the prefixes,

4.1 Gender and Semantic Content.

In Oroko East, there are some specific¢, but not totally
consistent aspects of the noun classes which corralate
semantically with the classes of P.B. The following genders
and the accompanying semantic contents, established by

Welmers, (1973:166) will be used as a guide for analysing

the data on Oroko East.

1/2 Include most personal nouns and a few other nouns.

3/2 A few personal nouns

3/4 MNMouns related +to a few body parts, inanimates and

miscellanecus.

5/86 Nouns which are mostly body parts and miscellaneous.

6a Liguid class.
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7/8 Some body parts, nouns re]éted to plants and

miscellaneous.

3/10 Mostly animal names, a variety of inamimates etc.

19/13 Embodies names of 1insects and other nouns.

As a consequence of earlier discussions relatad to
nominal prefixes and concord, the following Oroko East
double class genders have been identified: t/2, 3/2, 3/4,
5/6, v/6, 7/8, 9/10, 9/6, and 19/13. Single class genders

on the other hand include: 3, 4, 8a, 7, 9 and 19.

4.2 Double Class Genders.

This study reveals 9 double-class genders and 5 of them
correspond to P.B genders. The table helow illustrates the
pairing of the O0.E genders. The singuiar clasces are ca the
left side of the table while the plural classes are on the
right. Bold lines connect the regular pairings while dotted
lines connect the irregular pairings. They are irreguliar in
the sense that Lhey are not the major pairs, honee, they are

not similar to the double-genders outlinad by Welmers

(1973:166) for the Bantu languages.
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5 |¢< 28
-
-
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7 < _ )
i -
i
9 < 10
a.
19 |[¢ »13
6a
Table 4.1
Single class genders.
4.2.1 Gender 1/2 {w-, /ba-].
This gender embodies:-
a) Personal nouns_(names)
1) e@-nana ba-na ‘body(ies)‘
2) o-iya ba-iya "mother(s)”
3) e-tata ba~tata “father(s)~




4)
5)

6)

b)
1)
2}
3)
4)

5)

1)
2)
3)
4)

s

5)

a)
1)
2)
3)
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o-nanandngs ba-nandngd “sisteris)
a-nari. paA-ri *wife(ves)
c-narana ba-rana ‘woman{en)

Miscellaneous {(animates and inanimates)

o-atini ba-tani "nail(s)
o~Abski ri ba-bskiri “hair-scatf(s)
s—-anwa . ba-nwa Yoat(s)”
e-nasari ba-nasari *orange{s)
a-andan ba-ndan “Jigager(:)

.2 Gender 3/2 [md-/ba=],

This is made up of more personal nouns.

mo-pa ba-pa “slave(s)’
md-to ba-td *person{s)”
md—rimba ba-rimba “*devil(s)”
md-kara ba-kara *whiteman(en}”
md-ké bA-ké “stranger(s)”

()

Gender 3/4 [md=, mu-, mw-~ /mé-, mi-1.

This gender contains nouns referring to:

Body parts.

md-ro mé-ro head(s)

mo-k3ty mé-kati *shoulder(s)’

mi-mbQ mé-mbQ "Tip(e)”




5)

4)

b)
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

c)
1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

mu—-nakd

moO-rima

Plants.

moO-réndi

Miscellaneous {mostly inamimates).

= 3 =2 3
(D [l [y (b
1 1 i 1
x X £ 0
™ an joll (w ]
in o o >
the W [{o] o

p); y -ty

3
[0l
i
<
X
[}

mé—-kani

.4 Gender 1/6 [bo-/ma-].

i

"anus(es)

I R
"heart({a)

[

"palm trec(s)
*coce nut(s)”
‘root(s)

‘plantain(s)’

potatol(es)”

“songl(s)’
"door(s)’
"Fire(s)”
"mountain(s)”

*qun{s)”

This gender comprises a few body parts and other rouns.

o o) o O o

o O O Olf (‘])f
I I I

n in] ~ x kS

o [¢1] M [\ on
~ x= 3

O' O" O)

or
O
!
3
-y
o
m!

ma-ka

méa-ré

"fencels)
“story(ies)”
"chin{(s) "
"medicine(s)”

“face{s)

"wall{s)"

‘“tree(s)




b)
1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

a)

2)
3)
4)
5)

8)

.5 Gender 5/6 [di—-/ma-1.

This gender comprises nouns referring to:

Body Parts.
- d

L d

-toyé
di-kanjd
di-bdngd

di -sdnga

Miscellaneous.

di—ndngd
di—-bbébé
di-bondo
di-blne
di-kongd

ma-toyi

ma-kdnjod

3
[oF]

A—-ndng

~-bobe

3
Q}J
o

ma-boéndo

ma-blng

ma-kongd

.6 Gender 7/8 [&-/bé-1.

This gender comprises:

Body Parts.

e—chiwu

€

?
©
fn
dw]

[et]

"waist(s)

'ear(sf
"hand(s)”
"knee(s)”

"tooth/teeth”

"bed(s) "
"cob-web(s)”
“hut(s)”
‘okro ”

.
“spear(s)

i

“thigh(s)
‘penis{en)’
“Finger(s)’

*vagina(s) ”

"ampit{s)’




.

b)
)
2)
3)
4)

5)

1)
2)
3)

4)

dj
1)
2)

3)
4)

[V )
L Ly

E=8
—

6)

[ah)

- BO -
Nouns related to Plants.
eé-rabeé bé-raheée
&~kakd b&~kiki
&-sdngd bé-sb6ngd
&~ kdkod bé-koko
e-kiwé bé-kiwe
é-sika bé-saka

c) A _few nouns related to animals.

&~-rambi bé~rambj
e-tamba bé-tamba
é-réra bé-réra

&-yéte ba-yétré

Miscellaneous.

é-ringi bé-ringi
&~pbsi be-posi

&-plma bé-pluma

&-sé bé~sé

7 8/10 {e-, n-, N- / e—, n-, R~].

This gender comprises.

Many animal names.

nd nd
n-gbé n-ghéa
m-béri m-hodri
n-gdwa n-gowa
n—-g5 n-gd

branch(es)ﬂ
"bérk(s}”

"sugar cane(s)”
“Indian bamboo (s )"
“yam(s)"”

"egqusi”

“trap(s)”
"worm{s)”
“duck(s)”

"Tizard(s)"

"shadow(s}”
"bottie(s)”
“fruit(s)"

"bone(s)”

I

‘snake{s)
‘dog(s}"
“goat({s)"

"pigls)"

"tiger{s)”
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f-jém fi-jém
h=Jjak{l A~ JOkG
m-bongé m-bongé
A variety of inanimates.
Mm-biya m-biya
e—-blald a~-bh10
s—-tanda e-tanda
e-tdkd o~t6kd
o-béya o-béya
o-kasod o-k&asod

.8 Gender 9/6 [R-/ma-].

This is a miscellaneous gender,

Nn—-g3 ma-ngd

A-déma ma-ndéma
m-béya ma-mbéya
N~giws ma-ngdwe

9 Gender 19/13 [{i-/do-1.

This gender comprises:

A few names of insects.

i-nglinga do-nglnga
T-td?0 do-to7d
i-ns do-ns

¥

‘chimpanzee(s)

telephant(s)”

It

“frog(s}

*palm nut(s)”
*night{s)"

‘plate(s)”
"spoon{s)”
“pobt{s)”

“cashew nut{s)’

“throati{s) "
Ycrossies) ”

" opit(s)”

' box(es)”

4

wasp(s)

W

cockroach{es)”

birdis) ~




b} Other nouns.

. “ v

i} i-chd do-chd wood(s)

2) i-k3md dd-kamd “drum(s)”

2)  T-wd?S do-~wd?d “cutlass(es)”

4.2 Single Class Genders.

There are six single <c¢lass genders 1in O.E, These

include: 3, 5, 6a, 7, 9 and 19.

1) mo=-tity Y smoke "

L)

2) md-réri food *

4.2.2 Gender 5 [di-].

! This gender 1s made up of a few abstract nouns ~hich

are:

1) di-byé " sense "

2) di-ché *tiredness”
3) di-réma " stupidity ”

4.3.3 Gender fa [ma~, md—-, mi-].

This is fundamentally a liguid gender and it contains

nouns like:




R

1)
2)
3)
4}

5)

I
&)

For

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
8)

7)

1)
2)
3)

4)
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ma-riba Y water ”
ma-kyéa *blood”
mi-séri " tears”
md-s¥ a Toil ”
mi-yari “urine”

2.4 Gender 7 [é-].

This gender is made up of some more abstract

instance.

&-s0njd " odour ”
&-méri ‘petief”
&-banja *wickedness”
-~ - " : I
e-wa air

- - ] N ”
o—wWara laziness

N - o
o-b3angd fear

L - . ’”

o—plwe poverty

.5 Gender 9. [o-, n~, R=1.

This gender has the following nouns:

Nouns related to grainy substances.

n-g5d3 " groundnut ”
n—-gbi ‘corn”
h-dénga *pepper ”

A-donda " seeds ”

nNOoUns.




.—64_.

b)Y dNouns related to natural phenomeha.

ALl i3

1) f-ginga wind '

2) o-tétari " stars”
3} n-gdndé Y moon ”

4} o-16ba " sun”

This gender comprises a few uncountable concrete nouns

such as:

1) 1-kwa ' ‘salt
2) T-tdkd Y soup ”
3) 7-k3 * money ©

4.4 General Discussion. i

It can be noted from the above analysis that the
semantic aspects which determine noun classification ars not
quite consistent. | For inhstance, there are some nouns that
one would expect to find within a particular gender becausé
of their semantic content but this is not usually the case.
The genders therefore, are not as envisaged by Welmers.

This can be seen in the deviations from Welmers'® proposais

below:

1) The appearance of body parts in many noun classes mnakes

their gender very unstable as far as the semantic content is

concerned.




2) Some personal nouns which are sihgu]ar/p1ura} are still
found in. gender 3/4 instead of 1/2 as expected (following

Welmers' proposals).

3) Abstract nouns are found in genders 5 and 7 insteszd of

the expected gender 3.

Gender and semantic content 1in Oroko East is

e

an

arbitrary system because of the morphological restructuring

that has also taken place in the language. -




CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

5.0 GENERAL SUMMARY.

The objective of this dissertaion was to describe the
noun class system of Oroko East.

Chapter One was the general introduction. IV this
introductory chapter, it was revealed that O.E. is spoken in
the South West Province of Cameroon. Orolo is the major
language appellation covering the Orokso East and Oroko West
languages. Oroko East falls under the Niger Kordofanian
major language family. Bantu, specificaily, the rarrow
Bantu of the coastal region is a sub-family to which Oroko
East belongs. An inventory of the phonetic system as well
as a brief history of the 0.E. people was alsc presented in

this chapter. Chapter Two was dedicated to a study of the

noun class system of the language. The anaivsis revealed
that O.E. has twelve distinct noun c¢classes. The singular
classes include: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 19 while the plural

classes are 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and 13,

Chapter Three dealt with the concord system of O.E.
The major aim of this chapter was to confirm the analysis of
the noun class system by examining the form of the concord
morpheme that nouns of a particular class take.

Chapter Four comprised the gender and semantic conit~nt

of the noun classes. The double c¢lass genders identified

include: /2, 3/2, 3/4, 5/6, 1/6, 7/8, /10, 9/6, and 13/13.




é The single class genders on the other hand are: 2, &, €a, 7,
: 8 and 19. The gender and semantic content of the noun

ciasses was discovered to be inconsistent with those of P.B.

5.1 LIMITATIONS.

This section examines some major problom: encountered
during the realisation of the project; problems that could
eventually serve as areas for future research. The only
major problem concerned what appeared to be a generalised
vowel raising rule. It was observed that ‘at word initia?l
pocsition vowels were consistently raised. With respezt to
/e/ however, its behaviour at word initial pesition was not
guite as that of other vowels as it was noticed that /fe/
remained fe/. 1In other situations, /i/ was rather Jlowered
to Je/. A study of the phonolegy of Oroko East will
probably resolve this probiem as such a study will confirm

or destroy the postulations of a generalised vowel raising

rule in the language.

5.2 Significance of Work.

Despite the few problems encountered, Lhis work is

however of some substance as it

1)} lays the foundations for other Yinguistic works on Jroko

East such as a description of the syntax of the NP

y IP

D

tc.
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2) contributes its own quota to the bn~going

project which

envisages the description of all Cameroonian languages with

a view to enhancing the teaching of these languages 1in

scheols, and

3) adds something new to existing knowledge on African

languages.
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