


locally-defned postfx. The Handle System registers 
institutions as local authorities with their own URID 
prefx. The institutions can then locally specify the 
remainder of the identifers (the “postfxes”), map the 
identifers to URL paths, and provide a public service 
mapping handles to paths. The global Handle System 
authority directs references that cross prefx domains to 
the appropriate local mapping service. 

Next steps 
Participants in the DAM-LR project registered as 
authorities at the Global Handle Registry service. This 
allows them to maintain their own mapping services 
and operate independently, while still enjoying the 
benefts of URIDs. 

URIDs as described above refer to complete 
resources. We would ultimately also like to be able to 
refer to relevant fragments within resources, such as 
segments of video or entries in a lexicon. For XML-
encoded text documents, handles could be combined 
with XPointer references to achieve this; however, a 
general mechanism is yet to be defned. Nevertheless, 
URIDs provide the frst step in solving the question of 
how to create a reliable system for referring to electronic 
documents. 

Links 

DAM-LR: http://www.mpi.nl/dam-lr 

Handle: http://www.handle.net/ 

http://www.mpi.nl/dam-lr
http://www.handle.net/

