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The Language & Cognition group of the Max-
Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics is involved 
in language documentation, i.e., describing 
previously under-described languages; linguistic 
typology, i.e., establishing how similar and 
different languages are from one another; and 
investigating the relationship between language 
and thought. To this end, the group maintains 
about a dozen fieldsites around the world at any 
one time in which research can be conducted in a 
sustained way, using a full range of 
anthropological, linguistic and psychological 
methods. 
In order to conduct comparative research, the 
Language & Cognition group publishes a field 
manual annually. The field manual consists of a 
series of tasks to help researchers in different 
fieldsites to collect data in a standardised way. 
The tasks belong to one of the core projects of 
the group, such as Space, Event Representation, 
or Multimodal Interaction. Each task addresses a 
specific research question about language 
documentation, linguistic typology or the 
relationship between language and thought. For 
further details please contact the Language & 
Cognition group, and see the website 
http://www.mpi.nl/DOBES/INFOpages/Fieldmanuals-LAC/index.html 
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