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Open Access Basics

The Open Access movement’s principal aim 
is the enhancement of the accessibility of 
scholarly knowledge.

In parts this aim is construed more extensive 
including cultural heritage in general: 
-> Berlin Declaration
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Open Access Basics:
Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge 
in the Sciences and Humanities

The Internet has fundamentally 
changed the practical and economic 
realities of distributing scientific 
knowledge and cultural heritage. For 
the first time ever, the Internet now 
offers the chance to constitute a global 
and interactive representation of 
human knowledge, including cultural 
heritage and the guarantee of 
worldwide access. ...

Dec. 2-4, 2009, Paris
http://www.berlin7.org
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Basics: Roads to Open Access
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Basics: Toll Access Business Model
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Basics: Open Access Financing
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Basics: Open Access Financing:
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Basics: Why Open Access?

Human progress/welfare is unacceptably handicapped by existing 
access barriers to (publicly financed) knowledge.

Individual researchers interest
Increase of the visibility

General research interest
Development/enablement of innovative data/text analysis

Institutional Interest
Archiving of output

Normative Public Interest
Access to knowledge for so far excluded audiences

Economic Public Interest
Maximization of utility of research output
Tax financed goods are to be available for no additional costs.
Parts of the scholarly communication market are not functioning properly.
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Price development for scholarly journals I

Price increases for scholarly journals are regularly blamed as 
access barriers.

Publishing houses representatives counter this accusation by 
pointing out

the increase in the number of published articles and
the development of new services (e. g. publisher portals)

Critique concerning cost increases in scholarly communication 
should always take into account the heterogenity of this 
industry.
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Serials Expenditure: Trends in ARL Libraries, 1986-2007
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Open Access Policy Unit: Fields of Activity

Located at the Max Planck Digital Library

Fields of Activity

MPS
internal

MPS
external
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Open Access Policy Unit: 
Fields of Activity

• Many activities 
address audiences 
within and outside 
MPS.

• Individual activities 
often relate to 
several fields of 
activity.
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Open Access Policy Unit: 
Audiences 
and Partners

• Regularly  
Communication 
and cooperation 
involves 
heterogeneous 
groups of actors.
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How to:
The Golden Road: Directory of Open Access Journals
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How to:
Golden Road: Directory of Open Access Journals
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How to:
Golden Road: MPS Open Access Journals
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How to:
Golden Road: MPS Central Article Charge Agreements

MPS -> OA Publisher:
New Journal of Physics

BioMed Central

PLoS

Copernicus Publishing

more to come ...

MPS -> Hybrid Publishers
Springer
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Springer - MPS Pilot

Contract since 
January 01, 2008

All publications by 
authors from Max Planck 
Society as Open Choice 
(not limited to corresponding author!)*

All fees already included in the contract

* Open Choice = content accessible to all readers, without 
restriction in time
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How to:
Golden Road: MPS Central Article Charge Agreements
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• Copyright transfer  
agreements
are ordinary 
contracts which are 
freely negotiable. 

• Consider rejecting 
exclusive transfer of 
your rights of use!

This slide is licensed under http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/

How to:
Green Road: Copyright Transfer Agreements

Assignment of copyright 
 
Name of Journal: Zootaxa 
Title of the Article: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
 
Corresponding Author 
______________________________________________________________________________
 
Submission of this Article to ZOOTAXA implies that 
1) All authors agree to its submission and the Corresponding author has been authorized by co-
authors 
2) This Article has not been published before and is not being considered for publication
elsewhere 
3) This Article does not violate any copyright or other personal proprietary right of any person or
entity and it contains no abusive, defamatory, obscene or fraudulent statements, nor any other
statements that are unlawful in any way 
 
Assignments of copyright 
1) The Author(s) assigns to Magnolia Press exclusive copyright and related rights in the Article,
including the right to publish the Work in all forms and media including print and all other forms
of electronic publication or any other types of publication including subsidiary rights in all
languages. 
2) Magnolia Press may license back to the Author(s) the right to use the substance of the Article
in his/her future works, provided that its prior publication in this journal is acknowledged. 
 
Author Signature ________________________________________ Date ____________ 
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How to:
Green Road: Article Stages

Stage 1
Preprint

Stage 2
Post print

Stage 3
Publisher‘s version

Institutional or Subject
Repository

The majority of 
publishers allow 
self-archiving!
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How to:
Green Road: Sherpa Romeo List
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How to:
Green Road: Sherpa Romeo List



Page 24Christoph Bruch - 01.07.2009

How to:
Green Road: Sherpa Romeo List
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How to:
Green Road: Sherpa Romeo List “Surface Science Reports”
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Support
Repository Software (eDoc, PubMan)
Personal via librarians at MPIs in cooperation with MPDL
Projects

Workflow: Texts into institutional repository
Workflow: Determination of copyright status
Retro digitization: e.g. Reinhold von Sengbusch
Archiving/Publishing: Grey Linguistic Literature

Strategy / Advocacy
Dialog with publishers: Projects PEER / SOAP
Advocating changes in German copyright Law

Urheberrechtsbündnis (Germany)
Priority Initiative „Digital Information“

How to:
Green Road: MPS Support and Strategy
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Green Road: eDoc Population and Accessibility
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FHI performs 
exceptionally well!

Archiving of full texts: 
50% of data sets

Public availability: 
50% of full texts
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Further Information:
Co-operations in the Field of Open Access (example)
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Further Information:
Open Access Plattform: Max Planck Society Branch

One stop shop for information on Open Access 
in Germany

Online since May 2007

DFG sponsored project of  4 German university 
libraries

Additional support by several institutions, e.g. 
MPS 

Selection by subject possible

English version available

http://open-access.net
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Further Information: Links

MPS OA Network -> https://listserv.gwdg.de/mailman/listinfo/mpg-oa-net

MPDL CoLab -> http://colab.mpdl.mpg.de/mediawiki/Open_Access_Index

Berlin Declaration -> http://oa.mpg.de/

eSciDoc -> http://www.escidoc-project.de

Living Reviews -> http://livingreviews.org

Directory of Open Access Journals -> http://www.doaj.org/

Sherpa Romeo List -> http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo.php

Open Access Directory ->http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page

Information Platform Open Access -> http://open-access.net
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Thanks

for taking the time!

Please do not hesitate to contact 
“MPG Open Access Unit”

at
open-access@mpdl.mpg.de


