Supplementary Material
Segmentation from natural language compared to segmenting artificial speech streams 

Infants' developing word segmentation skills have also been assessed in a related paradigm using artificial speech (e.g., Saffran, Aslin, & Newport, 1996). The present meta-analysis does not include these studies and throughout this article, when we speak of word segmentation we refer specifically to the process involved in recognizing words spoken naturally in isolation and embedded in a sentence frame in the infant's native language, in short studies that are methodological replications of Jusczyk & Aslin (1995). We exclude artificial language experiments following Saffran, Aslin, & Newport (1996) because they differ from those using native, speech in important ways that would make a joint analysis counter-productive, since a meta-analysis aims at aggregating data on a specific phenomenon. First, target items are either (potential) words in studies using real speech or a sequence of syllables that can usually be freely combined in artificial speech studies. The former can be monosyllabic (the majority in fact are), whereas the latter must contain multiple syllables. Second, grammar (the presence of different word classes, phrasal prosody, etc) is only present in the studies in focus here. In artificial language studies, target words are surrounded by other target words. Third, cues available for segmentation are non-overlapping across study types. Co-articulation, prosodic strengthening, word stress, and other natural cues are usually eliminated in artificial language studies. Statistical cues are much less prominent in most studies using real speech. In the present article, we limit ourselves to studies using real speech in infants’ native language to avoid a comparison of potentially distinct phenomena that future work should examine in detail. 
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