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Part D (pp. 129-143) is the only pa
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Part E (pp. 145-158) is entitled 'The Hierarchical Structure of the System

of Word Classes'. De Groot comes to grips here with the problem of
subcategories of lexical items. Although he considers syntactic criteria
to be more important than morphological ones (p. 155), he only makes a
limited use of them (he does not, for instance, take into account data of
selectional restriction). Consequently, the divisions and subdivisions which he

proposes (p. 148-150) are to a large extent speculative and a priori. The lexi
con, according to de Groot, is a hierarchical system of more and more
inclusive classes. One notices that he shares this view with Katz and Postal,
although the latter draw their evidence much more from selectional restrictions,

so that their classifications, as would be expected, are very different. Since

Chomsky's Aspects of the Theory of Syntax (1965), however, we know that

the idea of the lexicon as a hierarchical system is inadequate: we will have
to adopt a notion of cross-classifications all through every rough category
(i.e. "part of speech") of the lexicon.
Those who know de Groot's comprehensive work Inleiding tot de Algemene

Taalwetenschap (Groningen 1962, 2nd ed. 1964) will already be familiar with

much that is said in the present book. On the whole the impression is
confirmed that, on the one hand, de Groot was an eager but rather restricted
and unoriginal theoretician, but that on the other hand, he had a keen feeling
for collecting material. If his writings frequently make for pleasant reading,
this is mainly due to the surprising variety of the instances quoted: it reminds

one of the considerable difficulty of adequately describing even a single
construction in a language.
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